
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of July 1st to September 30th.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in
which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

County Govt 7/17/19 8:22 AM :35 CCounty Auction

County Govt 8/17/19 4:22 PM 2:02 New Officers CC 
Sheriff

County Govt 8/20/19 11:22 AM 2:14 Christian County 
Board August

County Govt 8/28/19 3:22 PM 1:32 Prop Taxes Due

County Govt 9/4/19 7:22 AM :51 Shelby County 
Sheriff’s 
Association



RUN AS OF 7/17/19 After 6AM LK
Christian County will be offering real estate and mobile home items through a sealed bid
auction, for properties that were delinquent on their taxes.  21 real estate items and 2 
mobile homes will be available through a sealed bid auction. The required minimum bid 
on real estate is $828.00 and on mobile homes is $900.00.  All items need to have their 
bids in no later than close of business on August 16th.  Regional Radio News tried to 
reach out to the Auction Sale Department but they did not want to comment. All bids 
must be turned into either the Christian County Treasurer’s Office located in the 
Courthouse at 101 South Main Street or online at www.iltaxsale.com. For more 
information contact 618-656-5744.



RUN AS OF 8/17/19 AFTER 6AM LK
The Christian County Sheriff’s Office announced the hiring of some new officers.  
Sheriff Bruce Kettelkamp says that small Sheriff’s Offices have to work harder because 
they are losing officers to bigger departments.

KETTELKAMP1 KEY: Q LENGT: 53

Kettelkamp is proud of the four officer’s he’s hired: Tony Halford, Amy Foulk, Andrew 
Voorhees, and Steve O’Brien.

KETTELKAMP2 KEY: W LENGT: 39

The four new officers have already started.



RUN AS OF 8/20/19 AFTER 8PM LK
The Christian County Board met Tuesday evening to discuss budgets, Solar Power, and 
the public defender at their August monthly meeting. It was announced at tonight’s 
meeting that longtime Board member Chad Michel from District 2 was resigning due to 
personal reasons. He was given an award for his longtime service to the county. During 
the budget portion of the meeting, it was announced that new election equipment was 
bought. This equipment is important because it hasn’t been replaced since 2004, and 
with elections being so scrutinized for security threats, Christian County Clerk, Mike 
Gianasi says this is an important thing for the County.

GIANASI1 KEY: Y LENGT:  36

After reports came out earlier this week that the Macon County Courthouse website had 
been hacked, Gianasi says, that Christian County doesn’t want to take any chances.

GIANASI2 KEY: U LENGT: 36

Other motions that passed included raising Public Defender Mike Drake to a full time 
position. Chairman of the budget committee Clark Pearce explains why this is important.

PEARCE1 KEY: I LENGT: 35

Katrina Dieterich was appointed as the IMRF (Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund) 
Authorized Agent. IMRF Rates were selected as an actuarial determined rate of 11.93%. 
A two year extension was given to the Solar Farm Development. The tentative plan right
now is to break ground on a building in 2021 or 2022. The next County Board Meeting 
will be held September 17th.



RUN AS OF 8/28/19 After 6AM LK

The second installment of Christian County property taxes is coming soon. Betty 
Asmussen, Treasurer of Christian County wants to remind everyone to turn your 
payments in or have them postmarked by September 10th. If you don’t pay them, you 
could face stiff penalties.

ASMUSSEN1 KEY: Q LENGT: 1:00

Asmussen also says that if you do plan on mailing in your taxes, that they do are 
postmarked before the tenth.

ASMUSSEN2 KEY: W LENGT: 15

For more information contact the Christian County Treasurer’s office at 217-824-4889.



RUN AS OF 9/4/19 RUN AFTER 6AM LK

Shelby County Sheriff Don Koonce is urging people to help fight crime. Sheriff Koonce 
announced last week that Shelby County citizens are being invited to become Associate 
Members of the Illinois Sheriff’s Association. Individuals can join the program for as 
little as $20. This funding helps provide resources training and legislative support for 
key criminal justice issues and contributions are tax-deductible. 

Sheriff Koonce wants to remind everyone, the organization doesn’t telemarket phone 
calls so if someone calls asking for money, most likely it is a scam. Only invitations that 
will be sent out will be sent out through mail. Sheriff Koonce says this program is 
important. “With government funding becoming increasingly difficult to secure, the 
membership drive has taken on greater importance than ever before. The funding is vital 
to helping us carry out our mission of making our communities safer places to live, 
work, and play.

For more information on this program visit www.ilsheriff.org or call or write to the 
Illinois Sheriff’s Association at 401 East Washington, Suite 1000, Springfield Illinois 
62701 or call 217-753-2372.

http://www.ilsheriff.org/


QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of July 1st to September 30th.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in
which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

City Govt 7/3/19 8:22 AM 1:49 TVL City Council 
July (1)

City Govt 7/10/19 4:22 PM 1:28 Missions For 
Taylorville 
Fundraiser

City Govt 7/13/19 11:22 AM :42 Manar Reception

City Govt 7/17/19 3:22 PM 1:51 Taylorville 
Shooting

City Govt 8/5/19 7:22 AM :39 City Council Prep



VRUN AS OF 7/2/19 After 6AM LK
The Taylorville City Council met Monday evening and appointed a new police chief, but
the fireworks came early this week as discussions about a sidewalk stole the main stage 
of the meeting. Judge Brad T. Paisley swore in new Police Chief Dwayne Wheeler in 
front of most of his peers and companions. Wheeler promised unity saying, “We are all 
in this together” to a cheering room that gave a standing ovation for the new Chief.

The discussion got a little heated with remarks from Steve Millings, a general contractor,
who was very upset after a recommendation to the city council to replace the curbs and 
sidewalks along the parking lot at West Main Cross, Webster, and Market Streets was 
tabled.  Millings was upset, because he had already started on the project.  

MILLINGS1 KEY: T LENGT: 53

The recommendation had been tabled by Ernie Dorchinecz who defended his actions by 
stating that he needed more time because he had been given conflicting and different 
answers than Taylorville Mayor Bruce Barry had received.  After much debate and Mr. 
Millings showing the aldermen the actual contract he had had signed, the motion had 
already been tabled so nothing could be done about it till the next City Council 
Committee meeting.  

Other actions that happened at Monday’s meeting included Taylorville naming July 1st 
Ella Hohenstein day for her contributions in music and theater and approving a businses 
development district committee.  Mayor Barry also informed the aldermen that there are 
a lot of sewer issues.

BARRY 3 KEY: Y LENGT: 30

The next city council full meeting will be held on July 15 at 7PM.  



7-10 6a JB

Missions for Taylorville is still doing all they can to help those who might be struggling 
to get back on their feet from the December tornado.

Bill Kerns with Missions for Taylorville acknowledges they are struggling currently with
roofing and are welcoming volunteers of any kind that are looking to lend a hand.

WED 3 Kerns1 :44

Kerns says fundraising efforts are still on going so keep an eye out for their two stage 
fundraiser in the near future.

WED 4 Kerns2 :42

Kerns appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



RUN AS OF 7/13/19 After 6AM LK
The City of Taylorville and Mayor Bruce Barry will be hosting a reception on Monday 
evening at the Taylorville Fire House.  Mayor Barry says that this reception will be to 
honor Senator Andy Manar.

BARRY1 KEY: Q LENGT: 16

Mayor Barry says the food will be delicious and encourages everyone to come.

BARRY2 KEY: W LENGT: 10

The reception will be held at the Taylorville Fire House on Monday evening from 5:30 
until 7. The Taylorville Fire House is located at 202 North Main Street.



RUN AS OF 7/17/19 After 9AM LK
A shooting on Route 48 and Nokomis Blacktop Tuesday evening has sent two to the 
hospital and one in custody. The shooting took place Tuesday evening around 10:30. The
Christian County Sheriff’s office along with Illinois State Police are investigating the 
shooting that took place at 1259 North 1250 East Road in Taylorville. Taylorville, 
Morrisonville, and Edinburg Police assisted in the scene.  Both victims were taken to 
Springfield Hospital their conditions are unknown at this time. The suspect that was 
taken into custody is 40 year old Nathan L. Howell. He is being held at the Christian 
County Jail and is already being charged with unlawful use/possession of a weapon by a 
felon. State Attorney Mike Havera said that he didn’t have a whole lot that he could say 
at this time, but did inform Regional Radio News that official State charges would be 
filed later today and that Howell could add additional charges as well pending the 
investigation. Christian County Sheriff Bruce Kettelkamp held a press conference on 
Wednesday morning at 10 to discuss the shooting.

KETTELKAMP1 KEY: LENGT: 45

UPDATED:.  He informed the press that Nathan Howell had been in court for incidents 
in the past.  Trooper Sean T. Ramsey from the Illinois State Police stated that the 
shooting took place in two buildings and that the evidence would take quite a while to 
gather.  Kettelkamp said he wasn’t going to be able to comment a whole lot on what 
took place, but did say that Howell was arrested about 15 minutes after the 9-1-1 call 
came in. Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for more updates.



RUN AS OF 8/5/19 AFTER 6am LK
The Taylorville City Council will meet at 7PM Monday August 5th. One of the big topics
that will be discussed is updating the city code for the section that talks about 
impounding vehicles for certain violations and administrative fees. An authorization for 
selling a city of Taylorville Pontoon Boat will look to be approved. An amended 
ordinance will be discussed for the City Code to modify the hours for the sale of 
alcoholic liquor on Sunday mornings. In Emergency Services, Chief Wheeler has 
requested some funds for purchasing furniture and electronics for the intelligence and 
training room and some vest outer covers for the community action team. A treasurers 
and Mayors report will also be heard, including recognition of Police Officers Alwerdt, 
Fox, Mense and Ponzel.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of July 1st to September 30th.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in
which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

Economic 
Development

7/12/19 8:22 AM 2:03 Nokomis Upgrades
Rehab Facility

Economic 
Development

7/12/19 4:22 PM 2:10 Beautification of 
Pana

Economic 
Development

7/30/19 11:22 AM 2:19 Wright’s Furniture

Economic 
Development

8/7/19 3:22 PM 1:41 Katie Micenheimer
hired

Economic 
Development

8/16/19 7:22 AM 2:55 Pregnancy Center 
Being Built In 
Pana



RUN AS OF 7/12/19 After 6AM LK
Nokomis Rehabilitation and Health Care Center will be hosting a free tour to highlight 
some upgrades to the facility.  The Health Care Center will be hosting a Summer Fun 
Facility Tour on July 19th from 2-4 PM.  Kathryn Edgar, Community Relations 
Coordinator says that this event is not just about seeing the new facilities.

EDGAR1 KEY: Q LENGT: 44

Edgar says that the facility is more than just a nursing home for the elderly.

EDGAR2 KEY:W LENGT: 37

While the facility does help with immediate rehab, they also have long term care.

EDGAR3 KEY: E LENGT: 38

All ages are welcome to join in the fun at 505 Stevens Street in Nokomis.  For more 
information contact Kathryn Edgar at 217-563-7725.



RUN AS OF 7/12/19 After 6AM LK
The City of Pana continues to find ways to spruce up the city and help make Pana a 
better place to live.  Melissa Rybolt who is with Pana Pride says that one of the ways 
that they are doing this is by demolishing run-down homes.

RYBOLT1 KEY: Y LENGT: 58

The city will also be adding a little Americana on its power poles.

RYBOLT2 KEY: U LENGT: 58

For more information on Pana Pride and what they are doing for the city of Pana contact
Melissa Rybolt at 217-562-6379.



RUN AS OF 7/30/19 AFTER 6AM LK

A furniture store in Taylorville will be officially changing ownership on August 1st.  
Jensen’s Home Furnishings will become Wright’s Furniture.   Tom Wright, President of 
Wright’s Furniture, which has bought Jensen’s from Jerry Jensen says that he’s excited 
for this new adventure.

WRIGHT1 KEY: E LENGT: 45

Wright wants to know that despite the name change, Jerry Jensen’s staff will remain the 
same, and that a grand opening will be taking place in the near future.

WRIGHT2 KEY: R LENGT: 50

With all of the changes coming, Tom Wright says that he is also excited to be a part of 
the Taylorville community.

WRIGHT3 KEY: T LENGT: 36 

The furniture store is located at 400 North Webster in Taylorville.



RUN AS OF 8/7/19 After 6AM LK

The University of Illinois Extension Staff has announced a new community worker for 
SNAP-ED.  Katie Micenheimer will work with residents identified for the food program 
to provide basic nutrition, food safety, physical activity, and food budgeting education 
for low income individuals. Micenheimer is happy to be working with the U of I office 
and hails from the rural Taylorville area.

MICENHEIMER1 KEY: Q LENGT: 41

Micenheimer is excited to give back to the community and is excited for her new 
responsibilities.

MICENHEIMER2 KEY: W LENGT: 30

For more information on the program, visit the “Eat, Move, Save” website and the 
University of Illinois Extension page as well.



RUN AS OF 8/16/19 AFTER 6AM LK
The Loving Arms Crisis Pregnancy Center is  building a new a facility for a satellite 
building in Pana. Loving Arms Director Cathy Coker talks about the unique opportunity 
that they have to help the residents of Pana, who currently have to come to Taylorville.

COKER1 KEY: T LENGT: 1:01

One thing that the Loving Arms Center is doing is helping new fathers as well.

COKER2 KEY: Y LENGT: 48

The center will be staffed with a center coordinator and a receptionist. There will also be
volunteer positions including janitorial, peer counselors, and general office work.  The 
center hopes to be open in January with a  grand opening set for Mothers Day.

COKER3 KEY: U LENGT: 59

The new center will be at 201 South Locust Street in Pana. The center is always looking 
for help with volunteering.  For more information visit www.LACPC.com or call the 
center at 217-824-7200.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of July 1st to September 30th.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in
which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

Education 7/22/19 8:22 AM 1:50 Dougherty To 
Taylorville

Education 7/23/19 4:22 PM 1:18 4-H Participants 
working on 
College Portfolio

Education 7/30/19 11:22 AM 2:28 Opioid Training 
Important

Education 7/31/19 3:22 PM :35 Meridian Board 
Resignation

Education 8/8/19 7:22 AM 2:50 School Back in 
Session



RUN AS OF 7/22/19 AFTER 6AM LK

The Taylorville School District welcomes a new Superintendent this year.  Dr. Chris 
Dougherty will take over as superintendent for Dr. Greggory Fuerstenau who left to 
become Litchfield’s new superintendent.  Dougherty comes from the DePue School 
District.  Dougherty served as Superintendent at DePue for 2 ½ years but she’s been an 
educator for over 30 years.

DOUGHERTY1 KEY: T LENGT: 42

Dougherty is excited to be in Taylorville and says that she knew she wanted to be here 
pretty quickly.

DOUGHERTY2 KEY: Y LENGT: 42

Dr. Dougherty started the new job on July 1st and is excited for the new school year to 
begin.



7-23 6a JB

The Christian County Fair is officially in full swing as plenty of 4H participants were at 
the fairgrounds showing their projects.

Caleb Grover has been lending his services as a judge for the Christian County Fair as 
well as he is hoping to hear good news about his project which is his college and career 
readiness portfolio which he has spent years working on.

TUE 1 Grover1 :34

Grover says he is not done adding to this portfolio yet, any event he goes to he is 
thinking of how he can better his portfolio and make it stand out over the rest.

TUE 2 Grover2 :31

Grover appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show live from the 
Christian County Fairgrounds.



7-30 6a JB

There is no doubt that in recent memory Central Illinois has been dealing with an opiod 
problem and Christian County is no different.

President and CEO of Tayorville Memorial Hospital Kim Bourne wants to encourage 
you to stop be TMH this evening at 6 for their event in opiod training to help learn how 
to handle someone who might be battling an opiod addiction.

TUE 8 Bourne1 :43

Bourne points out some of the warning signs to look out for with someone who might be
on opiods, she says sometimes it starts from prescription pain killers and develops to 
something much worse.

TUE 9 Bourne2 :55

Bourne says often after surgery doctors would be handing out opiods to deal with pain, 
now that is changing as Tylenol has been to starting dose and if that doesn't work then 
the next step will be up to the doctor.

TUE 0 Bourne3 :52

Bourne appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



RUN AS OF 7/31/19 After 5PM LK
The Meridian Board of Education announced on Friday that Superintendent Dan Brue 
has resigned. Regional Radio News has learned that Brue is under investigation from the
Macon County Sheriff’s Office.  Brue resigned on Friday, July 26th. He stated in his 
letter “I apologize for putting the district in a poor light and hope that the district can 
move on from this ordeal.” Regional Radio News reached out to both the school district 
and sheriff’s office and they declined to comment on the issue. Although in a statement 
received from the school district, it says, “The Board will work dilligently to move 
forward from this departure.” 



8-8 6a JB

School being back in session is right around the corner as students will once again be in 
the halls of Taylorville Schools next week.

Eric Bruder is the new Principal of Memorial Elementary School. He says they are 
plenty excited to get students back in the building with their great staff 
 
WED 5 Bruder1 :49

Bruder says a good nights sleep makes all the difference when it comes to the progress 
your young one can make in school.

WED 6 Bruder2 :40

Bruder appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of July 1st to September 30th.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in
which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

Healthcare 8/13/19 8:22 AM 2:40 Pharmaceuticals

Healthcare 8/5/19 4:22 PM 1:15 Vaping Dangers

Healthcare 8/16/19 11:22 AM 1:25 Cutting fats out

Healthcare 8/23/19 3:22 PM 1:48 Olive Oil 
sometimes not 
good

Healthcare 8/28/19 7:22 AM 2:45 First E-Cig Death 
Reported



8-13 6a JB

When in the Pharmaceutical business for the smaller businesses it can feel like an unfair 
fight as the big companies seem to have a stranglehold on the market.

State Senator Andy Manar represents the 48th District of Illinois, he has been working 
on the Pharmacy Benefit Manager Regulation Bill for years now and is happy that it will
be signed into law soon.

TUE 1 Manar1 :42

Manar looks back at the beginning of the process for this bill as he says it was going to 
be a real uphill battle.

TUE 2 Manar2 1:15

Manar describes the purpose as to why he is fighting so hard for this to go through as it 
is unfair to the family owned pharmacies.

TUE 3 Manar3 :41

Manar appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



RUN AS OF 8/5/19 AFTER 6AM LK

Vaping has been used as an alternative to smoking and it's being promoted as a 
"healthier choice." Vaping is still being studied as there is much to learn about the side 
effects. One of the concerns is vaping among adolescents.  The Illinois Department of 
Public Health is investigating three young people that were hospitalized after severe 
breathing problems from vaping. Melaney Arnold, is the public information officer for 
the IDPH and she explains just what the IDPH is investigating

ARNOLD1 KEY: E LENGT: 30

Arnold says that they are concerned about a lack of brain development associated 
vaping.

ARNOLD2 KEY: R LENGT: 35

Arnold says if you vape and experience any chest pains to seek medical emergency 
attention. In Wisconsin, 11 teenagers are confirmed having vaping lung damage and 7 
more cases that they are investigating.



8-16 6a JB

When trying to get into better shape and live a healthier lifestyle the first thing someone 
might think is that they need to cut fat out of their diet.

Nutrition and Wellness Educator with the Christian County U of I Extension Office Lisa 
Peterson has some myths in need of busting when it comes to fat. First up is the myth 
that your body does not need any fat. 

TUE 1 Peterson1 :43

Peterson says the fad of low fat diets are in fact not as good for you as they might seem, 
too much of anything can be a bad thing but the same goes for too little. 

TUE 2 Peterson2 :24

Peterson appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



8-23 6a JB

The trick to shedding some of that excess weight you may be carrying lies in your diet. 
It all depends on what is on your plate, the more nutritious it is the better off you will be.

Nutrition and Wellness Educator with the Christian County U of I Extension Office Lisa 
Peterson sees the fad of cooking with extra virgin olive oil as that is the healthiest 
option, she admits this is true for the most part but if cooking with it you don't want to 
let it get too hot.

FRI 3 Peterson1 :39

Peterson sees olive oil heavily in the Mediterranean diet which she recommends but if 
you hit that smoke point it will become rancid.

FRI 4 Peterson2 :52

Peterson appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



8-28 6a JB

Last week a patient in Illinois was the first to pass away from a mysterious lung illness 
linked to vaping.

President and CEO of Taylorville Memorial Hospital Kim Bourne speaks on the matter 
saying that a lot of people may think that e-cigarettes are a healthy alternative to 
cigarettes, however this is not the case.

WED 1 Bourne1 1:00

For those who are looking to kick the habit of smoking for good TMH is here to help 
with their free Smoking Cessation Program.

WED 2 Bourne2 1:07

Bourne appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.


