
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of April 1st,2021 through June 30th, 2021. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  
The order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

County Gov 5/7/21 8:22 AM 2:02 Redistrcting For 
The State

County Gov 5/18/21 4:22 PM 2:18 New EMA 
Director

County Gov 5/21/21 11:22 AM 2:43 Kettelkamp 
conference

County Gov 6/7/21 3:22 PM 2:51 Christian 
County Election

County Gov 6/14 7:22 AM 2:47 Ethics reform



RUN AS OF 5/7/21 AFTER 6AM LK

Republicans are being locked out of helping with legislative map drawing when it comes
to redistricting.  Redistricting, which occurs every ten years is based off the census and 
helps with voting. Republicans including State Representative Avery Bourne say that 
they are being kept out of the process which is another sign of corruption from state 
democrats. 

BOURNE1 KEY: LENGT: 49

Despite the documented evidence from Illinois Democratic leaders including State 
Governor JB Pritzker and House Speaker Chris Welch asking for a fair process, they are 
still doing the map through partisanship. Representative Bourne asked Governor Pritzker
where the fairness went.

BOURNE2 KEY: LENGT: 36

House Republicans want transparency and say that they are being kept out of what 
should be a fair and open process.

BOURNE3 KEY: LENGT: 32

Behind closed doors, Speaker Chris Welch is showing members one-by-one where the 
lines of their new districts could be drawn. 



RUN AS OF 5/18/21 AFTER 9PM LK

Christian County has elected a new Emergency Management Agency Director. Jeff 
Stoner was nominated by Chairman of the Board Matt Wells to be the new EMA 
Director for the county. Stoner is a firefighter for the city of Taylorville and Wells says 
he is very excited to have him on board. 

WELLS1 KEY: LENGT: 45

Wells continued by saying that while there will be problems, he feels that they picked 
the right person for the job.

WELLS2 KEY: LENGT: 45

The board approved a salary of $15,000/year that would be prorated since Stoner was 
taking over halfway through May. The board will also be hiring a part time EMA person 
that will make $8,000 a year. There was some discussion about whether or not that 
would be enough money for the job that they do. Chairman Wells said they would revisit
that topic at a later date. 

The board also discussed the Comprehensive Economic Development Plan. Matt Wells 
has a meeting with some higher ups to discuss the next steps for this plan as the city of 
Taylorville and some of the other towns have already approved this. The county once 
again tabled the motion in an effort to learn more about it and sent it back to the finance 
committee. Wells says he probably should have explained it a little better in his 
presentation.

WELLS3 KEY: LENGT: 38

In other news from the County Board meeting, the board will be getting some money 
coming in grant wise from the American Rescue Plan Act. There was talk about what 
that money would go to with some suggesting they use it for the jail. Treasurer Betty 
Asmussen said she wouldn’t know until July what that money would be allowed to be 
used for. Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for more on this story.



RUN AS OF 5/21/21 AFTER 6AM LK

Christian County Sheriff Bruce Kettelkamp is very shaken up by the latest incident that 
happened in Champaign that left a police officer dead and another one wounded. Officer
Chris Oberheim was killed in what they are calling an ambush style attack after police 
responded to a Domestic Incident. Sheriff Kettelkamp says that Police put their lives on 
the line every single day. One incident involved a car that was stuck on the tracks.

KETTELKAMP1 KEY: LENGT: 46

Sheriff Kettelkamp talked about the recent Police Officers memorial that they had on 
May 6th. 

KETTELKAMP2 KEY: LENGT: 45

Sheriff Kettelkamp says that they honored Officers from 2020 and 2021. 

KETTELKAMP3 KEY: LENGT: 42

Sheriff Kettelkamp says that he loves his job and will be running for reelection next year
and hopes to keep working for the County.

KETTELKAMP4 KEY: LENGT: 36

Christian County Sheriff Bruce Kettelkamp appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning 
Show.



Run as of 6/7/21 After 6AM TH

Coming up in 2022 there will be an election for Christian County Sheriff. One of the 
candidates vying for the position is current Kincaid Police Chief DJ Mathon. One of the 
main issues guiding his campaign has to do with the drug use throughout the county, but 
he also wants to make sure there is police coverage in every corner of the county. 

MATHON1 KEY: :56

Those are not the only reason Chief Mathon wants to hold the office of sheriff. He also 
believes he can help make repairs to the prison within the current budget and he’d like to
add K9 units to assist with the drug problem.

MATHON2 KEY: :51

Mathon says he’s seen the budget for the jail and believes there is room for the repairs to
be made. 

MATHON3 KEY: :51

The purpose of K9 units are help the officers in slowing the drug problem in the county, 
according to Mathon. He also says he’ll be raising the money for it so it won’t cost the 
county.

MATHON4 KEY: :56

Mathon appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.



Run as of 6/14/21 After 6AM TH

It's no secret that Republican legislators have been pushing for transparency. There have 
been steps taken recently, such as term limits, but that isn’t enough for Representative 
Avery Bourne who feels they still haven’t done enough to inspire confidence from the 
people of Illinois. She does say they've attempted many different pieces of legislation in 
the area of ethics and transparency. 

BOURNE1 KEY: :33

It’s all about changing the culture. There was a very large ethics bill that was simplified 
before passing. Representative Bourne says that’s a start, but there is more needed to 
really start that shifting the culture.

BOURNE2 KEY: :42

The police reform bill and the budget are two examples of things happening last minute 
where the taxpayers didn’t know what was happening until the legislation passed. 
Representative Bourne says that shouldn’t happen and they’ve proposed a 72 hour 
waiting period to vote on the budget.

BOURNE3 KEY: :49

Representative Bourne explains that ethics touches every corner of what they do as 
legislators.

BOURNE4 KEY: :35

Representative Bourne appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of April 1st,2021 through June 30th, 2021. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  
The order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

City Govt 4/26/21 8:22 AM :52 Park District 
premeeting

City Govt 5/3/21 4:22 PM 1:52 May 1 City 
Council

City Govt 5/17/21 11:22 AM :57 City Coucnil 
Prestory

City Govt 5/17/21 3:22 PM 2:08 May 2 City 
Council

City Govt 5/18/21 7:22 AM 1:59 City help



RUN AS OF 4/26/21 AFTER 6AM LK

The Taylorville Park District will meet on Monday evening for their monthly board 
meeting at the Manners Park Dining Hall at 7 PM. Newly elected board members will be
inducted. There will be a treasurer’s report and approval of previous minutes.

Under new business the board will discuss codes of conduct, committee appointments, 
and a memorial for Jim Curtner. There will also be reports heard from maintenance 
superintendent Gary Brown along with Recreational Director Bailey Hancock. Lisa 
Morillo will also give an update as office administrator and secretary. 

Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for more on this story on Monday evening after the 
meeting concludes. 



RUN AS OF 5/3/21 AFTER 9PM LK

The Taylorville City Council met on Monday evening and said goodbye to some 
outgoing Aldermen, all while welcoming new Aldermen. Doug Brown, Jeremy Wilson, 
and Steve Dorchinecz were sworn in as new Aldermen replacing outgoing Aldermen Lee
Lanzotti, Ernie Dorchinecz, and Shawn Burtle. 

Doug Brown says that he is excited to be on the board and is looking forward to helping 
his constituents.

BROWN1 KEY: LENGT: 12

Jeremy Wilson says that as far as goals go he is looking forward to continuing work on 
improving the streets.

WILSON1 KEY: LENGT: 15

Steve Dorchinecz says that he’s ready to give back to the community. 

DORCHINECZ1 KEY: LENGT: 53

Mayor Bruce Barry says that he still doesn’t have a replacement for City Treasurer yet, 
as elected treasurer Scott Alberssen had to step down due to health concerns. Mayor 
Barry says that he would like to set up a time each week to meet with all Aldermen to 
discuss concerns of the city.



RUN AS OF 5/17/21 AFTER 6AM LK

The Taylorville City Council is set to meet on Monday evening at 7 PM at the Municipal
Building in Taylorville. City Treasurer Kellie Hamell will be sworn in and administered 
the oath of office. Under resolutions and motions, Terri France will be hired to train City
Treasurer Hamell, except her resignation from the Water Office Manager, and add 
territory to the Taylorville Christian County Enterprise Zone.

Under emergency services, there will be a motion discussed on purchasing 6 body warn 
cameras and 2 in-car cameras. Under personnel, there will be a motion discussed to hire 
one police officer, and under water/environmental there will be a motion to purchase two
computers and monitors and a anionic pump for the water department. There will also be
a motion to increase the pay of HBO Andy Goodall 10% for his extra duties he is 
performing at the airport.

There will be a closed session, payment of bills, and mayoral and city attorney updates 
as well. Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for more on this after the conclusion of the 
meeting.



RUN AS OF 5/17/21 AFTER 9PM LK

Judge Brad Paisley swore in new City Treasurer Kellie Hamell on Monday evening 
during the Taylorville City Council Meeting. Hamell says she’s excited for the new job 
and thanked everyone for their support. A motion to approve the handbook updates for 
employees was approved 8-0. A motion to approve hiring Terri France as an Independent
Contractor at a rate of $35/hr to train Kellie Hammell was approved 8-0. Attorney Rocci 
Romano was asked about if there was a limit to how many hours she could work.

ROMANO1 KEY: LENGT: 56

The contract can be terminated at any time by either party. France says herself that she is
limited to 600 hours per year. A motion to approve Alderman Larry Budd was also 
approved as Mayor Pro-Tem in the absence of Mayor Barry. The city also accepted the 
resignation letter of Kellie Hammel as Water Office Manager even though she will retain
the position.

ROMANO2 KEY: LENGT: 54

Mayor Barry says he is looking for volunteers for flag placements next weekend. 

BARRY5 KEY: LENGT:51

A motion to approve an increase in pay of 10% of HBO Goodall’s current salary as 
compensation fo rthe extra duties he is performing at the Airport was tabled due to some 
questions that the board had concerning extra funds.

The meeting than went into closed session for pending litigation from Jamal Shehadeh 
verses the city of Taylorville. 



Run as of 5/18/21 After 6AM TH

Those in need of a job this summer might just be able to find what they are looking for 
with the City of Taylorville. There is an immediate need for seasonal employees across 
several different departments with the city. Human Resources Manager with the city, 
Andrea Conrath explains what they are looking for.

CONRATH1 KEY: :29

They are looking for somewhere between five and ten employees. Conrath says you’ll 
be assigned to one department and work there for the duration of the summer.

CONRATH2 KEY: :27

Conrath says it’s a good way to get started on a potential career. They have full time 
employees who started as summer help.

CONRATH3 KEY: :35

They are always accepting applications. Conrath says there are a couple ways to get the 
application.

CONRATH4 KEY: :43

Conrath appeared as a guest on the WTIM morning show.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of April 1st,2021 through June 30th, 2021. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  
The order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Economic 
Development

5/24/21 8:22 AM 2:48 Farmers Market 
events

Economic 
Development

5/24/21 4:22 PM 2:42 5K race coming 
up

Economic 
Development

6/2/21 11:22 AM 2:52 Kincaid Power 
Plant

Economic 
Development

6/5/21 3:22 PM 2:09 Moweaqua pow 
wow

Economic 
Development

6/16/21 7:22 AM 2:14 Master Gardner 
Event



Run as of 5/24/21 After 6AM TH

As the weather warms up more outdoor events will start to happen. Among those events 
include farmers markets.  There are ways to get the most out of each trip to the farmers 
market. Lisa Peterson, Nutrition and Wellness Educator with the University of Illinois 
Extension Office, says that thinking about when you go is very important.

PETERSON1 KEY: :31

According to Peterson, showing up towards the end of the farmers market could be just 
as beneficial as getting there right at the beginning.

PETERSON2 KEY: :29

Bringing a bag to a farmers market is a great way to maximize how much produce you 
can walk away with.

PETERSON3 KEY: :30

Shopping with lists is helpful in some circumstances, but Peterson says going to a 
farmers market without a list is a great way to learn new things.

PETERSON4 KEY: :42

Peterson appeared as a guest on the WTIM morning show.



RUN AS OF 5/24/21 AFTER 6AM LK

There will be a 5K run coming up in August in Shelby County. Jerry Yockey and his 
daughter Molly Pruemer are coordinating the race.  Yockey works for Shelby County 
State Bank and was on hand to talk about the Tom Short 5K that will be taking place 
later this summer. The 19th annual Tom Short 5K will be taking place the first Saturday 
in August and Yockey says that’s for a special reason. 

YOCKEY1 KEY: LENGT: 55

Pruemer says there are some other events that will be taking place leading up to the 5K.

PRUEMER1 KEY: LENGT: 50

For signing up, registration is open and there are a couple places you can go to register. 

PRUEMER2 KEY: LENGT: 45

For more information visit this story at www.taylorvilledailynews.com. Jerry Yockey 
and Molly Pruemer appeared as guests on the WTIM Morning Show live from our 
studios in downtown Shelbyville. 

http://www.taylorvilledailynews.com/


RUN AS OF 6/02/21 AFTER 6AM LK

There are many reasons why the Kincaid Power Plant will be closing down. Brad 
Watson, a Senior Director of Community Affairs with Vistra says that in order to have 
the plant closed by 2028, they will have to have it retired by 2027.  Watson says this was
not an easy decision to close it down. 

WATSON1 KEY: LENGT: 54

Watson says that the goal is to keep Kincaid operating until the end in 2027. 

WATSON2 KEY: LENGT: 27

Vistra says that it was forced to make these decisions due to some new rules by the EPA.

WATSON3 KEY: LENGT: 60

Watson says that the other option was to set a retirement date. 

WATSON4 KEY: LENGT: 35

Vistra says there are some options that remain on the table including moving to Solar. 
Coal to Solar will unlock a $550 million investment at all nine plant sites across Illinois 
creating tons of jobs.  Find out more on the new plans at www.taylorvilledailynews.com 
as we will be bringing you more on this story in the near future.

http://www.taylorvilledailynews.com/


Run as of 6/2/21 After 6AM TH

The streets of Mowequa will be filled the weekend with the return of Mowequa Pow 
Wow Days. Located in the center of the town, there are tons of events taking place over 
the span of a day and a half. Generally, this is a three day happening, but according to 
Cinda Villanueva, who is on the event committee, the lingering pandemic made them 
decide to condense it.

MPOW1 KEY: :28

Cinda continued saying there is a theme for this year, and it will lend itself to creativity 
when it comes to the parade.

MPOW2 KEY: :30

Kaitlin Villanueva is also on the committee and she shares that there will be tons of 
really great vendors at the Mowequa Pow Wow Days.

MPOW3 KEY: :48

There will be a car show son Saturday too, and Kaitlin has done a lot to help plan that. 
She shares some of the details.

MPOW4 KEY: :51

The Mowequa Pow Wow Days will be Friday June 4th and Saturday June 5th. For more 
information go to their Facebook page. Cinda and Kaitlin Villanueva appeared as a 
guests on the WTIM morning show.



Run as of 6/16/21 After 6AM TH

They always say it’s important to stop and smell the roses. Well, there are a couple of 
events coming up that may help you do just that. Gwen Podeschi with the Christian 
County Master Gardeners shares there are some garden walks coming up. One of them 
is being hosted by the Macon County Master Gardeners.

GWALK1 KEY: :59

Podeschi recommends this walk not only for the experience, but also because Macon 
County has a history of being one of the best Master Gardening groups in the state.

GWALK2 KEY: :27

The other garden walk will be taking place at the David Davis mansion in Bloomington. 

GWALK3 KEY: :57

Not only is it peaceful, but there are plenty of ideas that can be found on garden walks, 
says Podeschi. 

GWALK4 KEY: :54

Podeschi appeared as a guest on the WTIM morning show.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of April 1st,2021 through June 30th, 2021. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  
The order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Education 4/23/21 8:22 AM 2:32 Learning 
through a 
pandemic

Education 4/30/21 4:22 PM 2:42 Graduation at 
lincoln land

Education 5/10/21 11:22 AM :47 Taylorville 
School Board 
premeeting

Education 5/12/21 3:22 PM 2:38 Ag in the 
Classroom

Education 5/17/21 7:22 AM 2:51 Shelbyville 
School year



RUN AS OF 4/23/21 AFTER 6AM TH

Learning might’ve looked weird this past year, but the education still took place. 
Tayloville High School not only navigated through the fluid situation the best they 
could, they still remain competitive in competitions around the area. Principal Matt 
Hutchison shares that some journalism students have qualified for a state competition.

HUTCHISON1 KEY: LENGT: 25

Hutchison explains there are several different aspects of journalism where Taylorville 
was successful, including broadcast with Tommy TV.

HUTCHISON2 KEY: LENGT: 47

The Taylorville FFA chapter performed well, too. Hutchison gives credit to the advisors 
for the consistency of the program.

HUTCHISON3 KEY: LENGT: 30

Thanks to the help of Tommy TV, Taylorville was able to broadcast a prerecorded senior 
awards night last year. It went so well, Hutchison says they are planning to do it again 
this year.

HUTCHISON4 KEY: LENGT: 30

Hutchison appeared as guests on the NewsTalk WTIM Morning Show.



Run as of 4/30/21 After 6AM TH

The end of the school year looms and with it comes a decision. What are schools going 
to do about graduation? Director of Lincoln Land Community College in Taylorville, 
Dee Krueger explains their plan is to hold a virtual commencement, but make it a week 
long celebration.

KRUEGER1 KEY: :50

Not to be lost in all these events is the actual ceremony for graduation. That will wrap 
everything up at the end of the week for all graduating LLCC students across all 
campus’s.

KRUEGER2 KEY: :36

Graduation signals a job well done in a year that was unlike any other, especially for 
students. With all the events going on, Krueger mentions one more thing graduates who 
come out to get the picture taken can get.

KRUEGER3 KEY: :17

What was a hectic time a year ago has turned into a planned online commencement 
ceremony, and Krueger thinks that will make things run a lot smoother.

KRUEGER4 KEY: :22

Krueger appeared as a guest on WTIM, Your Information Station.



RUN AS OF 5/10/21 AFTER 6AM LK

The Taylorville School Board is set to meet Monday evening at 6 PM at the Taylorville 
High School Cafeteria for their regular Board of Education meeting. Announcements 
will be made concerning graduation taking place on May 21st, and congratulating the 
2021 Illinois State Scholars from Taylorville. 

Under old business the board will announce their return to learn update with a plan to 
start the FY22 regular day calendar. The board will also consider approval of a natural 
gas membership, and the purchase of a mental health building. 

Under new business, the board will review a budget amendment, announce and appoint 
Wendy Dulakis as the treasurer, renew the school’s IHSA membership, and review 
district fees, and student course handbooks. The board will also hear from 
Superintendent Dr. Chris Dougherty, and any guests who wish to speak.

Stay tuned to Regional Radio News for more on this story after the meeting convenes 
Monday evening.



Run as of 5/12/21 After 6AM TH

Perhaps the most abnormal school year ever is coming to a close. Rebecca Livingston is 
the Ag in the Classroom Coordinator for Christian and Montgomery County for the 
University of Illinois Extension Office had to spend most of this year teaching online. 
With summer programming coming up, however, she will be doing more in person. 

LIVINGTON1 KEY: :32

Because of the online platform, Livingston was able to reach 15,000 students this year. 
She was amazed by that number, but she’s also ready for next year to come.

LIVINGSTON2 KEY: :37

As Livingston starts to plan for next years in person lessons, she wants to start with an 
old reliable, which is pumpkin pie in a bag. She also is planning to add a new game that 
is essentially agriculture related Uno.

LIVINGSTON3 KEY: :48

Being mostly virtual has given Livingston a few new methods she can take with her 
once in person classroom learning resumes.

LIVINGSTON4 KEY: :42

Livingston appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.



Run as of 5/17/21 After 6AM TH

It’s not secret that school hasn’t been the easiest this year. For students at Shelbyville 
High School, however, they’ve gotten lucky in terms of how normal this school year has
been. Principal Kyle Ladd is excited for the potential of a really normal year next year, 
but is very proud of how his students faced the adversity this pandemic brought to them.

LADD1 KEY: :36

There hasn’t been a single time that in person learning has been interrupted for 
Shelbyville. Perhaps the closest call was a heating issue at the elementary school, but 
Ladd says the community stepped up.

LADD2 KEY: :31

Out of necessity last year, Shelbyville opted to honor its seniors with a drive thru 
graduation as well as a regular ceremony. According to Ladd, the pandemic may have 
forced their hand for the drive thru ceremony last year, but they liked it. They are 
planning it again this year.

LADD3 KEY: :59

The recognition of seniors doesn’t stop there as Senior Awards Night is coming up too.

LADD4 KEY: :51

Ladd appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show live from our studios in 
downtown Shelbyville.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of April 1st,2021 through June 30th, 2021. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  
The order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Healthcare 4/26/21 8:22 AM 1:12 COVID update

Healthcare 5/4/21 4:22 PM :52 Shelby County 
Vaccines

Healthcare 5/5/21 11:22 AM 1:14 Taylorville Man 
and Covid

Healthcare 5/12/21 3:22 PM 2:08 Vaccinations 
Bridge for 
reopening

Healthcare 5/18/21 7:22 AM 2:42 Vaccines 
Senator Turner



RUN AS OF 4/26/21 AFTER 6AM LK

Receiving vaccines is the number one protection against illnesses such as the 
coronavirus. COVID-19 has proved to have serious and life-threatening effects on the 
public and because of that, the CDC is urging all Illinoisans to get the vaccine. The 
COVID vaccine was released at the end of 2020 and to date as of Friday, there have 
been 10,802,075 distributed.  A total of 8,610,478 vaccines have been administered in 
Illinois as of last midnight.  The seven-day rolling average of vaccines administered 
daily is 118,741 doses.  Thursday, 136,525 doses were reported administered in Illinois.

COVID-19 vaccinations are available in St. Clair, Madison, or Sangamon Counties for 
anyone 18 years and older who works or lives in Illinois.  In Macon County and 
Christian County, vaccines are available for those who live or work in Macon County 
only. You can schedule an appointment to get your vaccine through HSHS. You can find 
out more about how to register for this vaccine appointment by visiting this story at 
www.taylorvilledailynews.com. You will also need to find a time and a vaccine clinic 
near you that works for the time you have available.

If appointments are full, please continue to check back as additional dates and times will
be added based on available vaccine supplies and clinic days.  HSHS appreciates the 
public’s patience during vaccine roll outs.  All vaccine clinics are by appointment only. 
There will be no walk-ins accepted.  Again, find out more by visiting this story at 
www.taylorvilledailynews.com.

http://www.taylorvilledailynews.com/
http://www.taylorvilledailynews.com/


RUN AS OF 5/4/21 AFTER 6AM LK

The Shelby County Health Department has received a supply of Janssen Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccines.  Clinics for adults age 18 and older has begun and is 
available from 8 until 11:30 AM and 1 to 3:30 PMat the health department.  You may 
call the Health Department at 774-9555 Monday through Friday from 8 AM until 4 PM 
for appointment times. The Johnson and Johnson vaccine is a single dose shot. There is 
no charge for this vaccine. The Center for Disease Control recommends that all adults 
get a COVID-19 vaccination.



RUN AS OF 5/5/21 AFTER 6AM LK

A Taylorville man is sharing his story after dealing with COVID-19. Bill Jones of 
Taylorville was out hunting. Everything seemed to be fine. He was able to walk ½ mile 
to his stand, shoot a deer, haul the carcass back. However, in the days that followed, 
Jones started getting sick. He thought he had bronchitis feeling symptoms like shortness 
of breath, a cough, pressure in his chest, and feeling like a cold might be developing. A 
visit to the Doctor confirmed his fears. He had COVID-19.

Jones would eventually spend ten days in the hospital at Taylorville Memorial Hospital. 
Jones wife would also test positive for the virus and was admitted at the same time. She 
has since fully recovered. In the five months since Jones tested positive, he has been 
hospitalized twice with serious lung problems.  He is currently participating in 
pulmonary rehab therapy sessions and has been unable to return to his job of more than 
20 years with the Street and Sewer Department.

He says that right now thanks to COVID he’s basically living on one lung and can walk 
20 feet before his oxygen levels get super low. Because of what he’s been through, Jones
has been very vocal about his fight and wants everyone to get vaccinated against the 
virus. He has convinced several members of his family to get the vaccine and hopes that 
his story will help persuade even more to get the shot. “Covid not only affected my 
health, it’s affected my quality of life, my livelihood, and my pocketbook. It’s serious, 
and people need to realize that,” Jones says.

For more information on getting the COVID vaccine, contact your local health 
department.



Run as of 5/12/21 After 6AM TH

Vaccinations have been available for awhile at this point and the COVID numbers are 
starting to fall. It’s to the point where the state is on pace to move to Governor JB 
Pritzker’s ‘Bridge’ phase of reopening. Coleen Rakers, an Adult Nurse Practitioner with 
Pana Medical Group, shares that the numbers statewide are supporting that move and 
trending down.

RAKERS1 KEY: :32

The goal right now for positivity rate for the state is five percent. Rakers says the recent 
data has the state of Illinois well under that at 3.1 percent.

RAKERS2 KEY: :42

Rakers is excited to see things trending the way they are and credits the vaccine as a big 
part for what is happening.

RAKERS3 KEY: :24

The latest development about vaccines is that the Pfizer shot is said to be safe for anyone
12 years of age and older.

RAKERS4 KEY: :26

Rakers appeared as a guest on WTIM, Your Information Station.



Run as of 5/18/21 After 6AM TH

State Senator Doris Turner has been very vocal about where she stands on her 
constituents receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. She’s all for it. With recent CDC 
guidance saying those who are fully vaccinated don’t have to wear masks indoors or 
outdoors, Sentator Turner believe that is a very good thing.

TURNER1 KEY: :50

When the vaccine first released, there were people on one side or the other. As time went
on there was some hesitation that seemed to be on the down turn before the pause of the 
Johnson and Johnson shot, according to Senator Turner.

TURNER2 KEY: :44

There are many reasons to choose to get vaccinated. For Senator Turner, it came down to
family.

TURNER3 KEY: :58

Beyond the important family aspect, Senator Turner adds that the vaccine is the best way
to help struggling businesses because people will be out and about again.

TURNER4 KEY: :57

Turner appeared as a guest on the WTIM Morning Show.


