
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of January 1 to March 31, 2018.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The 
order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

City Government 1-8-18 9:22 a.m. 2 mins, 25 secs Taylorville Mayor
Hopes EDA Grant

is Start of Big
Things for

Industrial Park

City Government 1-16-18 3:22 p.m. 1 min, 30 secs Blighted Buildings
Coming Down

Slowly But Surely
in Assumption

City Government 1-18-18 10:22 a.m. 1 min, 25 secs Pana Recieves
Funding For

Spillway and Water
Plant Projects

City Government 2-27-18 4:22 p.m. 1 min, 25 secs Park Board Passes
'18-'19 Budget,
Chautauqua Tax

Called into
Question

City Government 3-7-18 8:22 a.m. 1 min, 30 secs City Council Votes
to Create Water
Billing Manager

Position
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Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

County
Government

1-5-18 8:22 a.m. 1 min, 55 secs CCEDC, TDA
Receives Federal

EDA Grant

County
Government

1-18-18 2:22 p.m. 2 mins Christian County
Board Looking to
Upgrade County

Website

County
Government

1-24-18 10:22 a.m. 1 min, 50 secs Havera - Great
Police Work and
Communication
Led to Stivers

Conviction

County
Government

2-10-18 5:22 p.m. 1 min, 50 secs Spring Means
More Recreation
Opportunities For

Shelby County

County
Government

2-21-18 11:22 a.m. 2 mins, 45 secs Christian County
Board Approves

Funds to Hire
Architect and

Engineer to Design
Jail Expansion
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There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
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issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

Economic
Development

1-13-18 11:22 a.m. 1 min, 25 secs Select Interiors in
Shelbyville Under
New Ownership

Economic
Development

1-26-18 9:22 a.m. 1 min, 35 secs Businesses
Opening In

Windsor Helping
Keep Local Dollars

Local

Economic
Development

2-12-18 1:22 p.m. 2 mins Jenner Ag Sees
Great Success

Under Open-Book
Management

Program

Economic
Development

2-15-18 3:22 p.m. 1 min, 15 secs Route 29
Expansion Already

Having Positive
Impact on
Edinburg

Economic
Development

3-12-18 7:22 p.m. 2 mins, 10 secs U.S.D.A., Shelby
Electric Present $1
Million Check To
PCH Expansion

Project
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Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

Education 1-4-18 12:22 p.m. 1 min, 35 secs LLCC to Hold
Informational
Meeting on

College Now
Program

Education 1-26-18 9:22 a.m. 1 min, 45 secs Windsor Schools
Have Big

Educational
Opportunities For

Small, Rural
School District

Education 2-17-18 7:22 a.m. 40 secs Lake Land College
Receives Career
and Technical

Education
Leadership

Improvement
Grant

Education 2-28-18 2:22 p.m. 1 min, 45 secs Edinburg Schools
Making Headway

Into Improving
Education for

Local Kids

Education 3-19-18 1:22 p.m. 1 min, 35 secs Shelbyville
Schools, Like

Many Districts,
Taking Every
Precaution in
School Safety

Plans
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Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program segment

Healthcare 1-11-18 7:22 a.m. 1 min, 40 secs New Timeslot
Offered for TMH

Diabetes Self
Management

Classes

Healthcare 1-23-18 2:22 p.m. 1 min, 35 secs Springfield Clinic
Announces
Pulmonary
Diseases

Department
Expansion to
Taylorville

Healthcare 1-29-18 9:22 a.m. 1 min, 30 secs TMH Foundation
Officially

Announces
Beginning of New
Healthcare Career

Scholarship

Healthcare 2-2-18 11:22 a.m. 1 min, 10 secs HSHS Good
Shepherd Upgrades

MRI Equipment,
Expands MRI

Availabilty

Healthcare 3-3-18 8:22 a.m. 55 secs TMH, U of I
Extension

Partnering to Host
Free Vegetable
Roasting Class



1-8 6a KN

The Economic Development Administration announced Thursday that Taylorville would

receive more than half a million dollars in grant money towards a new industrial park on

the northwest side of the city. Taylorville mayor Bruce Barry says the announcement is 

another piece of the puzzle for what should be big things coming for the city’s northwest

side.

Barry says getting this grant money has been a long process that has spanned multiple 

mayors.

TUES Q BarryEDA1 :29

Barry says the city is putting the final touches on a TIF district in northwest Taylorville 

to further spur economic development.

TUES W BarryEDA2 :31

There has been some interest from businesses having a location at the Industrial Park 

site, and Barry says he hopes the grant gets the ball rolling for development.

TUES E BarryEDA3 :28

Barry appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



1-16 6a KN

Many communities across the area are looking at beautifying their town by tearing down

blighted buildings. The city of Assumption is doing its part, and the city’s mayor John 

Kehl says blighted building are a common problem in small town America.

Kehl appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show’s Hometown Tour live 

from Assumption City Hall. He says the city has demolished a handful of buildings the 

past few years.

TUES E KehlBeauty1 :29

Bringing down blighted buildings is no small task according to Kehl.

TUES R KehlBeauty2 :24

Kehl says the city still has a few more buildings they are looking to tear down.



1/18/18 6a mp

Pana is looking to start soon a major project that would repair the spillway at Pana Lake,

as well as refurbish the water treatment plant at the lake. The city has already received 

the funding needed to complete the projects, and is looking to start construction soon.

Ron Miles sits on the Pana City Council, and detailed the work that needs to be done, 

saying it's been a lengthy process to get to this point.

THU 3 PanaProjects1 :18

Miles says the city has received a loan as well as a grant from the USDA to fund the 

project.

THU 4 PanaProjects2 :30

Miles says the city is hoping to get bids on the work this year, with construction 

beginning next year.



2-27 6a KN

The Taylorville Park Board approved its 2018-19 operating budget at Monday night’s 

meeting, but the board’s approval didn’t come without questions. The Chautauqua 

Museum tax was called into question by one board member before the vote.

The board is budgeting 39-thousand dollars in tax revenue from the Chautauqua 

Museum tax this coming fiscal year. Although the revenue from that tax has been on the 

decline for years, board member Bob Steiner questioned why the tax is assessed in the 

first place.

TUES T SteinerTax1 :20

Board president Marlene Miller says all of the money is put back into keeping up the 

Chautauqua building and providing park services.

TUES Y MillerTax1 :23

The board’s next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 26 at 7 p.m. at the Manners 

Park board room.



3-7 6a KN

The Taylorville City Council has approved creating a new position to oversee water 

billing in the community. With the recent billing issues in the community and the 

changes coming in the near future, Taylorville mayor Bruce Barry says now is the time 

to have one person solely in charge of water billing.

Barry says the city wants to provide better customer service with one person handling 

only water billing.

WED 1 BarryWaterManager1 :24

Barry says the decision at last night’s meeting was to complete the job description and to

start advertising the open position.

WED 2 BarryWaterManager2 :12

Also at Monday night’s meeting, the board voted five to three to hire an additional 

police officer to send to training in May. They also voted to raise liquor license fees on 

certain establishments in the city.

The next city council meeting is scheduled for March 19 at 7 p.m. at the Taylorville 

Municipal Building.



Start at 5pm Thurs 1/4/18.  rjm

Officials with the Christian County Economic Development Corporation, and the 
Taylorville Development Association, were notified (this) Thursday afternoon, that the 
Chicago office of the federal Economic Development Administration, had approved T-
D-A's request for some 537-thousand dollars in matching funds, to build infrastructure at
the proposed new Taylorville Industrial Park site owned by T-D-A on the city's west 
side.

Economic Development Corporation executive director Mary Renner told Regional 
Radio News that she was notified by Congressman Davis of the good news, and it 
culminates years of work by local officials.

RENNERCUT1JAN418 THURS KEY: J LENG:  16

Renner said that T-D-A will be working with the Economic Development Administration
to get the funds officially transferred.

RENNERCUT2JAN418 THURS KEY: K LENG:  28

Renner added that ground will be broken using local matching funds, as soon as the 
weather breaks.

RENNERCUT3JAN418 THURS KEY: L LENG:  23

And, Renner added this was an important day for economic development in Taylorville.

-0-



1-18 6a KN

Christian County is looking to redesign its website to make it more user friendly. The 

county board discussed the new website Tuesday night at their regularly scheduled 

meeting.

Becky Edwards is the Finance Committee chairperson, and she says the website is only 

a part of what the county board is looking to do in regards to internet presence.

THURS E EdwardsWebsite1 :32

Edwards says re-doing the website would give anyone access to as much county 

information as they could receive online.

THURS R EdwardsWebsite2 :33

Edwards says the board is looking at making a decision on the new website at its March 

meeting, and the earliest the website could be up and running would be August.



1-23 5p KN

Almost two years after the death of his 4-month old son, Robert Stivers was found guilty

by a jury of his peers in the child’s killing Monday evening. Christian County State’s 

Attorney Mike Havera says the three-week long trial’s result was a culmination of 

outstanding police work and coordination between multiple agencies.

Havera says in less than two days, multiple police agencies uncovered the evidence in 

the case that led to the conviction.

WED T HaveraStivers1 :38

Havera says the trial was delayed so long because it was a challenge getting all of the 

experts and witnesses together. But, after nearly two years, the family can now start to 

heal knowing justice was served.

WED Y HaveraStivers2 :22

Stivers now will remain in custody without bond until a sentencing hearing scheduled 

for March 8th at 1:15 p.m.



2/10/18 6a mp

Spring is finally on the horizon and Shelbyville is gearing up for the tourism and 

recreational opportunities the warmer weather provides, especially at Lake Shelbyville. 

Along with activities such as fishing picking back up, there are a number of summer 

internship opportunities available through the US Army Corp of Engineers at Lake 

Shelbyville.

Freddy Fry with the Shelby County Office of Tourism says her office is preparing for the

warmer weather, and increased number of visitors to the area.

WKN 1 SVLTour1 :33

Ashley Florey is with the US Army Corp of Engineers at Lake Shelbyville, and says the 

Corp of Engineers has a number of paid internship opportunities this summer.

WKN 2 SVLTour2 :35

Fry and Florey appeared as guests on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show live from our 

downtown Shelbyville studios.



2-21 6a KN

Christian County’s jail is getting older, and the facility is overcrowding. While a new 

facility is not in the near picture, the county board approved forty thousand dollars to 

pay an architect and engineer to design an expansion that will alleviate overcrowding 

issues and fix some of the problems the jail is facing. The decision came at Tuesday 

night’s meeting.

Christian County Sheriff Bruce Kettelkamp says the jail is facing multiple issues 

because of overcrowding and age.

WED 3 KkampJail1 :29

The county jail holds federal prisoners as well to make extra income for the county. 

Kettelkamp says being able to hold more federal prisoners will allow the county to pay 

off the construction costs sooner.

WED 4 KkampJail2 :21

The expansion would hold 20 new beds, 3 isolation cells, storage, and an updated 

kitchen. Kettelkamp says although a new facility is the ideal solution, he understands 

that Christian County residents don’t want any new taxes right now.

WED 5 KkampJail3 :32

The board also approved liquor license renewals for many county establishments and 

replacing two county debit cards with two credit cards. The board will reconvene on 

Tuesday, March 27 at the Christian County Courthouse.



1/13/18 6a mp

There's a new owner at Select Interiors in Shelbyville. Ryan Hendrix has taken over the 

ownership position, and says he has several things in mind to continue to improve the 

business.

Hendrix says taking over the ownership role was good timing for both himself, and the 

previous ownership.

WKN 1 Hendrix1 :30

Hendrix says that service is going to be an important aspect of the business for him 

moving forward, saying Select Interiors and Flooring Company does it right.

WKN 2 Hendrix2 :26

Hendrix appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show live from our 

downtown Shelbyville Studios.



1/26/18 6a mp

Many small communities in central Illinois are trying to come up with ways to attract 

new business to town. Windsor has just recently seen several businesses open including 

a pair of resturaunts as well as a dollar store that will help to keep local dollars local.

Tom Tull is the Mayor of Windsor, and says he's seen a number of positive 

developments in the community.

FRI 1 WindsorMayor1 :29

Tull expects the new busineses to help the town the most during the summer, when 

Windsor sees an influx of traffic due to tourism at Lake Shelbyville.

FRI 2 WindsorMayor2 :30

Windsor Mayor Tom Tull appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show's 

Hometown Tour broadcasting live from Windsor City Hall.



2-12 6a KN

One local business has seen great success using an open-book management program that

gets all employees involved in running the business. Jenner Ag, based in Harrisburg and 

with a location in Taylorville, has seen sustained growth and has prospered even as the 

corn market tanked in recent years.

Clint Hohenstein is the Chief Financial Officer at Jenner Ag. He says the reason they got

involved with the Great Game of Business is to incentivize their employee profit-sharing

program.

MON 1 HohensteinGreatGame1 :36

Hohenstein says this program helped the company stay strong during the agriculture 

economy downturn a few years ago.

MON 2 HohensteinGreatGame2 :39

Jenner Ag and The Great Game of Business, Inc. will be hosting a workshop of area 

businesses to learn more about the program on February 20th in Decatur. For more 

information about the workshop, we have contact information at this story at Taylorville 

Daily News dot com.



2-15 6a KN

It has been a little over a year since the 4-lane Route 29 expansion opened, and the 

village of Edinburg is already seeing the benefits of the new highway around the 

community.

Edinburg’s Village President David Luttrell (Luh-trull) says new businesses are setting 

up shop in the community.

THURS E Luttrell291 :28

Luttrell says the highway has made Edinburg an easy drive away from Springfield.

THURS R Luttrell292 :18

Luttrell says the city is also seeing an increase in tax revenue thanks to the new Route 

29.



3-12 5p (run through 5p Tues) KN

Pana Community Hospital has received a large donation towards their expansion project 

thanks to the U.S.D.A. and Shelby Electric Cooperative. Many were on hand as a one-

million dollar check was presented to hospital officials Monday.

Pana Community Hospital President and CEO Trina Casner says the expansion and 

support from the community are vital to providing the best care for area residents in the 

future.

MON / TUES 5 PCHCheck1 :26

Shelby Electric Cooperative President and CEO Josh Shallenberger says the check was 

made possible through the Rural Economic Development loan and grant program. He 

says it is vital for rural areas to have high quality healthcare for its residents.

MON / TUES 6 PCHCheck2 :21

Central Illinois Congressman Rodney Davis was also on hand for the check presentation

Monday morning. He says this expansion doesn’t just provide better quality healthcare 

for Pana area residents.

MON / TUES 7 PCHCheck3 :39

The entire PCH expansion project is expected to be completed by April 2019.



1-4 6a KN

High school students can start on college coursework as a junior in high school thanks to

the College Now program at Lincoln Land Community College. The college will be 

hosting an informational meeting for students interested in the program, along with their 

parents, on Monday.

Dee Krueger is the Director of the Lincoln Land Community College Taylorville 

Campus. She says the program allows students to work on college general education 

courses or specialized training before receiving their high school diploma.

THURS T KruegerNow1 :24

Krueger says with the CNA program specifically, students can be working in the field 

right after or possibly before graduating high school.

THURS Y KruegerNow2 :26

The meeting will be held at 6 p.m. Monday evening in room 1126 on Lincoln Land’s 

Taylorville campus. Those who attend will learn about student qualifications, program 

content, costs, and other helpful tips.



1-25 5p KN

Windsor Community Unit School District #1 continues to offer many educational 

opportunities that are not normally offered in a district of its size. The district offers 

many agriculture and trade classes along with college credit courses to help students 

prepare for the workforce.

Eric Van Hoveln (Hole-ven) is the superintendent of the Windsor School District. He 

says students earning college credit could start their first year in college with sophomore

status by taking college-credit classes at the high school.

FRI E VanHSchools1 :30

The district has also expanded its opportunities in other hands-on career courses.

FRI R VanHSchools2 :39

Van Hoveln appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Hometown Tour live from 

Windsor City Hall.



2-17 WKND KN

Lake Land College has received a grant from the Illinois Community College Board to 

develop an apprenticeship program. The Career and Technical Education Leadership 

Improvement Grant is worth more than $40,000 and it is intended to support the startup 

of the Lake Land College Apprenticeship Collaboration Project. 

The college plans to use the grant funding to oversee at least 30 new apprenticeships in 

both the production technician and the plastics manufacturing fields. There are also 

plans to recruit students for registered apprenticeships in the finance field. Through these

apprenticeships, college leaders anticipate forming mutual relationships with a minimum

of 10 business and industry partners from across the district.

For more information about Lake Land College’s Workforce Ready programs, visit 

lakelandcollege.edu.



2-28 6a KN

The Edinburg School District has worked with local leaders and community members to

develop a plan for how the district can meet the town’s expectations of its school system.

Edinburg Superintendent Fred Lambke says they are in year three of implementing that 

five-year plan, and so far the district is ahead of schedule.

Lambke says the first thing to do was to create a consistent culture of learning.

WED 1 LambkePlan1 :38

Lambke says Edinburg had been affected by the Illinois teacher shortage because they 

did not have a Spanish teacher. Now, he says there is a teacher in the building and that 

program is growing.

WED 2 LambkePlan2 :32

Lambke appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



3-19 6a KN

Many school districts across Central Illinois have been reviewing their security policies 

after the Parkland, Florida school shooting and local threats. Shelbyville Schools is no 

different.

Shelbyville School District Superintendent Denise Bense says they have been fortunate 

to not have any serious threat to the district. But, a simple reference in another school’s 

threat led Shelbyville officials to make sure it wasn’t for their schools.

MON E BenseSafety1 :39

Bense says they treat every threat very seriously because they don’t take any chances 

with student safety.

MON R BenseSafety2 :23

Bense appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show live from our 

downtown Shelbyville studios.



1/11/17 6a mp

Taylorville Memorial Hospital is once again offering Diabetes Self Management Classes

to help teach people about the disease, and how they can better manage it in their day to 

day lives. This upcoming class will be offering a new, daytime class to help people who 

may not be able to make evening classes.

Janelle Cornell is a Clinical Dietition at Taylorville Memorial Hospital, and says the new

time slot offers more options for those in the community looking to learn more about the

disease.

THU 3 ClassTime1 :30

Cornell says this class is designed to help prevent people losing control of their diabetes,

and seeing severe reprecussions as a result.

THU 4 ClassTime2 :29

Cornell appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show.



1-23 6a KN

Taylorville residents with breathing or other pulmonary-related issues will now have a 

doctor in town to receive medical treatment. The Springfield Clinic announced Monday 

that Dr. Jessica Moja (Mo-sia like ambrosia) will have a new outreach practice at the 

Springfield Clinic’s Taylorville location.

Rachel Gasperin is the Marketing Coordinator at Springfield Clinic. She says Moja has 

plenty of experience in pulmonary diseases dating back to her residency.

TUES E GasperinMoja1 :28

The addition means Taylorville and Christian County residents don’t have to travel to 

Springfield for specialized pulmonary care.

TUES R GasperinMoja2 :32

You can call to start setting up appointments with Dr. Moja in Taylorville. We have the 

phone number at this story at Taylorville Daily News dot com.



1-29 6a KN

After years of fundraising, the Taylorville Memorial Hospital Foundation is announcing 

a new scholarship program aimed at keeping healthcare professionals working at the 

hospital. The Healthcare Careers Scholarship has been established to help students who 

would like to study healthcare and, upon completing their education, work at TMH.

Raedena Ryan is the Executive Director of the Taylorville Memorial Hospital 

Foundation. She says the fundraising and generous donations have made this scholarship

a reality.

MON E RyanScholarship1 :21

There are multiple areas the hospital is currently looking to recruit future employees 

through this scholarship program.

MON R RyanScholarship2 :18

Scholarships will be awarded up to 10-thousand dollars for technical courses and 

associate degrees, 25-thousand dollars for baccalaureate degrees, and 30-thousand 

dollars for graduate degrees. 

For more information on the scholarship, you can call Ryan or visit the TMH 

Foundation’s website. We have both available at this story at Taylorville Daily News dot

com.



2-2 6a KN

HSHS Good Shepherd Hospital in Shelbyville has upgraded its mobile MRI equipment 

and will be offering extended hours for patients to get MRIs at the hospital.

Glenda Plunkett is the Marketing Coordinator for HSHS Good Shepherd Hospital. She 

says the new machine is a newer model that will provide higher quality photographs for 

patients and doctors.

FRI Q PlunkettMRI1 :14

Previously, the hospital only offered MRI services on Wednesdays, but that has also 

been expanded to Thursdays and Monday afternoons as well. Plunkett says it’s all a part 

of the hospital’s effort to provide the highest quality healthcare in Shelbyville.

FRI W PlunkettMRI2 :17

Plunkett says patients can expect to get their MRIs from HSHS Good Shepherd quickly 

and have a higher quality picture.



3-3 WKND KN

Taylorville Memorial Hospital is teaming up with the University of Illinois Extension to 

offer a free class on roasting vegetables. TMH Clinicial dietitian Janelle Cornell is 

teaming up with Extension nutrition and wellness educator Lisa Peterson to put on this 

free class on March 8.

Cornell says along with the commonly known benefits of eating veggies, roasting 

vegetables enhances their natural taste.

WKND E CornellVeggies1 :21

The class on March 8 will be held at the University of Illinois Christian County 

Extension Office at 6:30 p.m. The class will last about an hour and a half, and you do 

not have to register to participate.


