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1. Erath County Vote Results: (March 4, 2020, 8am-:30) Election results are in. 
In Erath COunty, the county commissioner precinct 1 seat has been won by 
Dee Stephens, the incumbent. Stephens defeated Terry Truss. For the 
precinct 2 seat, Ryan Gibson has defeated Johnathan Waldon. In precinct 3, 
Joe Brown defeated Justin Slawson.In state races, the representative for 
district 59, which covers Erath County goes to Shelby Slawson, with just over 
4300 votes. JD Sheffield, the incumbent came in a distant second place, 
garnering just over 1700 votes, while Cody Johnson finished in third place 
with about 1470 votes.And finally, for sheriff of Erath County, Matt Coates has 
defeated Kent Howell by a comfortable margin. Howell got about 4400 votes, 
while Howell brought in 2950.

2. Tarleton, TCC co-host history symposium highlighting 19th Amendment: 
(March 10, 2020, 8am-:30) – The year 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of 
the 19th Amendment guaranteeing and protecting women’s constitutional 
right to vote. To note the centennial, Tarleton State University and Tarrant 
County College will co-host a history symposium — Women and Politics: The 
Nineteenth Amendment and Its Legacy — Thursday, March 19, at Tarleton’s 
Fort Worth campus, 10850 Texan Rider Drive. The third annual symposium 
begins with a welcome at 9 a.m. in Suites 121 and 122, followed by four 
sessions led by academic presenters and a lunch with Dr. Susan M. Hartman, 
distinguished professor of history and women’s studies at Ohio State 
University. All sessions and presentations are free to the public, however, 
seating is limited.

3. Stephenville Declares Local Emergency: (March 19, 2020, 8am-:30) The 
Effective this morning, a local disaster declaration is in effect for the city of 
Stephenville. The city council met Wednesday in an emergency meeting and 
passed several new provisions, saying it is of paramount importance that 
these measures be taken in the name of keeping the community safe and 
healthy. Until further notice, all city facilities and parks are closed to the 
public. Appointments can be made if you need to go to city hall by calling 254-
918-1328. There will be no municipal court intil April 1st. Within the city limits, 
there are to be no dine in restaurants open, but curbside pickups and carryout 
and drive thru lanes and delivery orders are ok. The only business types that 
are allowed gatherings of 10 or more include office buildings, government 
buildings, critical infrastructure, grocery stores, pharmacies, retail stores, 
manufacturing facilities, non-profit services, daycares, and medical facilities. 
Business types that are NOT allowed to operate are bars, taverns, 
commercial amusement facilities, theaters, gyms, private clubs, and any othe 
rbusiness not listed. The city says the situation is fluid and may be revisited at 
any time.



4. Local Food Pantries Remain Open: (March 27, 2020, 8am-:30)  he Local 
food pantries say they are seeing demand like they’ve never seen before, 
with mandated orders to stay home and people fearful to get out in the first 
place due to the coronavirus. The Empire Tribune has listed all of the food 
pantries in the Stephenville area, beginning with Basic Needs Ministry at 312 
North Graham Street. It’s open 9:30 to noon on Thursdays.The DUblin Love 
Basket is open on the third Friday of each month from 8-to-11am at 207 East 
Elm Street in Dublin.Grace Place is at 365 West Tarleton Street and is open 
from noon to 3pm on Tuesday’s, Wednesadays and Thursdays.HOPE 
Incoprorated is open from 9 to noon Monday through Friday at 1617 East 
Washignton Street in Stepehnville.The Pantry and More is at 2345 US 
Highway 67 and is open weekdays starting at 8am.Stephenville Community 
FOod Pantry is at 334 West Green Street and is open on the third Thursday 
of every month from 5-7pm.And Morgan Mill United Methodist Church is at 
21508 North Highway 281. It’s open from 3:30 to 5:30 every Wednesday.

5. Gillispie Named Tarleton Basketball Coach: (March 31, 2020, 8am-:30)   – 
And Billy Gillespie has been named head basketball coach at Tarleton State, 
taking over a program making the transition from NCAA Division Two to D-1. 
The move Monday came two years after Gillispie had a successful kidney 
transplant, and eight years after his last Division I job. The former Texas 
A&M, Kentucky and Texas Tech coach had been at a Texas junior college the 
past five years.


