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1. Local Churches Prepare Safety Plans: (Jan 3, 2020, 8am-:30) The Empire-
Tribune reports there have been at least 13 deadly shootings at places of 
worship across the country in recent years. Last Sunday, in the northwest 
Fort Worth suburb of White Settlement, the West Freeway Church of Christ 
became the most recent when a gunman opened fire, killing two church 
members.Fortunately, former Hood County reserve deputy and firearms 
instructor Jack Wilson was serving on the parish security team and quickly 
killed the gunman with a single shot, potentially saving dozens of lives. 
Stephenville Police Chief Jason King said, while most local churches have 
security plans, others can hire off-duty officers.

2. Erath GOP Dinner Feb. 25: (Jan 7, 2020, 8am-:30) – Tickets are on sale for the 
Erath County Republican Party’s Lincoln Reagan Dinner, featuring guest 
speaker Gov. Greg Abbott, on Tuesday, February 25th at the Thompson 
Student Center located on the Stephenville campus of Tarleton State 
University. VIP level donors receive tickets to the Chairman’s reception 
beginning at 5:15 p.m. Doors to the main hall open at 5:30 and dinner is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. For more information about VIP, Patron and Individual 
tickets, call Kimberly Barrier at (254) 977-11-74 or email 
kimberbarrier@gmail.com; call Dave Washam at (281) 682-86-54, or email 
ddsw@embarqmail.com, or contact Chairman Gil Parks at (254) 977-98-56, 
email is gilparkspersonal@gmail.com.

3. Dittfurth Drops Out of SISD Board: (Jan 20, 2020, 8am-:30) The Empire-
Tribune reports Stephenville school board member and Pastor Ed Dittfurth 
has decided not to seek re-election in May based on a lack of diversity on the 
SISD board. Dittfurth told the E-T he cares deeply about the diversity of the 
student body and wants them to be represented on the school board. He’s 
served there for five years including a two-year unexpired term and a full 
three-year term and said the decision to step down was difficult, but it’s time 
for someone new. 43-year-old personal trainer and adjunct professor at 
Tarleton State Donny Hill has said he’ll run for Place 7.

4. $23M Development Brings Hobby Lobby, Ulta: (Jan 22, 2020, 8am-:30)  A 
$23 million retail development projected slated to bring Ulta Beauty and 
Hobby Lobby to Stephenville. The Washington Commons project will include 
150,000 square feet of retail and restaurant space on a 17-acre parcel of land 
next to Walmart, making it the largest commercial development project in the 
city’s history.



5. Stabbing Suspect Arrested: (Jan 30, 2020, 8am-:30)   – The Empire-
Tribune reports investigators with the Erath Count Sheriff’s Office and the 
Stephenville Police Department received a call Wednesday afternoon from 
Texas Health Resources Harris Methodist Hospital about circumstances 
surrounding a stabbing victim. They responded at 3:26 p.m. and investigators 
determined an adult male was, in fact, seeking medical treatment for an 
apparent stabbing. Information subsequently released said investigators 
determined that Michael Hannon of Mineral Wells was the assailant of the as 
yet unidentified male victim. Sheriff Matt Coates Office reported that Hannon 
was booked into the Erath County Jail and is charged with aggravated 
assault..


