
Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station WBXX, October 1 to December 31, 2019 
                                                    Section I.  Issues. 
 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 
  
A.  Small Business Creation:   The local economy continues to be the most significant issue in the 
community, and several efforts are underway to reverse the negative trend.  Many downtown buildings 
have been empty for several years and are in major need of repair.   The city has made it a major priority 
to attract people to live downtown, and those people need restaurants, bars and other businesses before 
they will move downtown.  The downtown area needs revitalization to attract workers for area companies. 
 
B.  Transitioning Schools: Battle Creek Public Schools and other area schools work to innovate and 
consolidate, in an effort to produce higher test scores, and a more positive view of public education. A $51 
million dollar 5-year grant continues to result in new initiatives. 
 
C. Local Crime and Public Safety:  Local law enforcement focused on curbing crime rates by closing 
certain hotels, implementing federal grants, utilizing new equipment and facilities, and with informational 
programs.   
  
D.  Housing and Homelessness:  With the closing of some low-income apartments and motels, there is 
a significant housing problem in Battle Creek for low-income and working poor.  
 
 
 
 



Description of Issue Program Date Time Duration 
(minutes) Description of Program

Health Care Assistance Community 
Focus 6-Oct 6:00am 15

Pastor James Sunnock, talks about how Victory Life Church came to locate 
local citizens with crushing medical debt, and paid off their bills. Nearly 4 
million dollars was paid to 3,500 area families. 

 Small Business Creation Community 
Focus 6-Oct 6:16am 16

Food City-Jeremy Andrews, Sprout.   The CEO of Sprout talks about how 
they are partnering with local farmers and food providers to market their 
goods and products. 

Public Health Radio Health 
Journal 6-Oct 6:30am 13

Fluoride in community drinking water has been controversial since its 
introduction nearly 75 years ago. A new study adds to this with evidence 
that pregnant women who drink fluoridated water may produce children 
with slightly lowered IQ. The study author and two other experts discuss 
what’s known and what the ramifications of the study could be for 
communities, for oral health, and for children.

Local Crime and Public 
Safety 

Community 
Focus 13-Oct 6:00am 17

Battle Creek Police Chief Jim Blocker and City Attorney Jill Steele discuss 
legal efforts to shut down the Econo Lodge in downtown Battle Creek, after 
more than 500 police calls were logged there in the past year. 

Small Business Creation Community 
Focus 13-Oct 6:18am 13

Michael Elias of Common Citizen and Michigan Pure Med talks about the 
opening of their new Marijuana products stores and a local manufacturing 
facility. 

Health Care Assistance Radio Health 
Journal 13-Oct 6:30am 13

A large number of hospitals in rural areas have closed, and many more 
have closed their maternity units, leaving many rural mothers-to-be with no 
nearby place to deliver their babies or even get prenatal care. Experts 
discuss the financial and demographic reasons behind these closures, the 
danger it presents to mothers and children, and some ways to counter the 
risk.

Renewable Energy Community 
Focus 20-Oct 6:00am 18

Consumer's Energy CEO Patti Poppe discussed the status of Michigan's 
power plants, and efforts to phase out nuclear and coal plants to be 
replaced with renewable energy sources.

Veteran Issues Community 
Focus 20-Oct 6:20am 14

Veteran Affairs Medical Center Director James Doelling discusses local 
patient care, efforts to be more responsive to veteran needs, and focused 
efforts to enlist the community to combat veteran suicides.

Following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WBXX 104.9FM, Marshall/Battle Creek, Michigan for the period 10-1-2019 to 
12-31-2019.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Quarterly Issues /Programs List



Health Care Community 
Focus 27-Oct 6:00am 17

Dr. Peter Chang, CEO of Grace Health talks about the history of the clinic, 
and how it serves vulnerable areas of our community, including an 
outreach to our local schools. 

Health Care Community 
Focus 27-Oct 6:17am 12 Dr. Joe Burkhardt and patient Duane Knight, a tri-athalon competitor, 

discus new advances in hip and knee replacement surgery.

Environment Radio Health 
Journal 27-Oct 6:30am 12

Rising levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are making crops grow 
bigger & faster. However, researchers have found that these crops contain 
significantly lower levels of protein, iron, zinc, and other important nutrients, 
potentially endangering nutrition for hundreds of millions of people. Experts 
explain the effect will get worse as CO2 levels continue to rise, and what 
might be done to combat the problem

Paid Leave for Families Radio Health 
Journal 27-Oct 6:45am 7

The US is one of the few world nations that provides no paid job leave for 
either new moms or dads. A new study shows that paid leave has benefits 
in infant mortality as well as mother’s health. An expert and advocate for 
paid leave discusses the benefits.  

Transitioning Schools Community 
Focus 3-Nov 6:00am 16

BCPS Family and Community Engagement Coordinator Freddie McGee  
and Communities in Schools director Aisha Walters. talk about the Reading 
Buddies program, how it works and what is expected of participants.   
Calvin Williams (Principal), Brodie Nofziger (teacher) talk about the new 
WK Prep program for struggling student. 

Hunger Prevention Community 
Focus 3-Nov 6:18am 17

Peter Vogel, CEO of the Food Bank of South Central Michigan gives an 
update on how the Food Bank works, how it's funded, staffing changes, 
and other news.

Free Speech Community 
Focus 10-Nov 6:16am 11 Nicole Neily, president of Speech First, talks about her successful court 

case suing the University of Michigan.

Suicide Prevention Radio Health 
Journal 10-Nov 6:30am 14

For those left behind when a loved one dies of suicide, recovery can be 
difficult. Stigma, guilt, and blame are exceptionally common. They need 
more support, but often get less, and their own risk of suicide is elevated. 
Experts—one a suicide survivor herself—discuss the difficulties and ways 
survivors can cope. 

Local Crime and Public 
Safety 

Community 
Focus 17-Nov 6:00am 17 Calhoun County Prosecutor Dave Gilbert and police investigator Duane 

Knight talk about a new effort to solve cold cases in the Battle Creek area.



Local Crime and Public 
Safety 

Community 
Focus 17-Nov 6:20am 10

Battle Creek Police Sgt. Chris Rabbitt talks about internet scams in the 
local area, as well as shopping safety, porch pirates and other crime 
prevention subjects.

Health Care Assistance Radio Health 
Journal 17-Nov 6:45am 8

HIV/AIDS was once an epidemic and a death sentence. But many 
Americans are too young to remember that, so HIV awareness has faded. 
One of the nation’s top HIV experts discusses HIV as a treatable, chronic 
illness and the need to still be vigilant—and be tested. 

Local Crime and Public 
Safety 

Community 
Focus 24-Nov 6:00am 14

Laura Adams, safety and education analyst at DriversEd.com, discusses 
distracted driving, techniques to avoid it, and a new ordinance passed in 
Battle Creek. 

Housing and Homelessness Radio Health 
Journal 24-Nov 6:30am 12

Around a half million people are homeless in the US on any given night, but the 
street homeless who are most visible often incorrectly influence our assumptions 
about the homeless. A noted researcher discusses myths and truths about their 
addictions, employment, residences, and more, and why people often become 
homeless. 

Housing and Homelessness Community 
Focus 1-Dec 6:00am 20

Battle Creek City Manager Rebecca Fleury, Chris Lussier and Maggie 
Honaker talk about the city's homelessness issue and efforts to generate 
workforce housing.

Voting and Redistricting Community 
Focus 1-Dec 6:22am 10

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson talks about the next steps to 
implement the new law that sets up a citizen commission to set legislative 
boundaries at the state and federal level. 

Local Crime and Public 
Safety 

Radio Health 
Journal 1-Dec 6:30am 13

Studies show that law enforcement is the most sleep deprived of all 
professions, with potentially damaging and even fatal consequences for 
decision-making and reaction time, as well as long-term health damage. 
Experts discuss the unique challenges in having a poorly rested police 
force and in fixing it. 

Transitioning Schools Community 
Focus 8-Dec 6:00am 17 Instructors and organizers talk about the upcoming Tech Competition for 

junior high students at Kellogg Arena. 

Health Care Assistance Community 
Focus 8-Dec 6:21am 8 Shannon Wilson, Director of Medicaid Outreach & Quality at Priority health 

talks about upcoming changes in work requirements in Michigan. 

Local Crime and Public 
Safety 

Community 
Focus 15-Dec 6:00am 17

Battle Creek Police Sgt. Chris Rabbitt talks about internet scams in the 
local area, as well as shopping safety, porch pirates and other crime 
prevention subjects.

Health Care Assistance Community 
Focus 15-Dec 6:24 AM 5 An expert from Bronson Birthing Center talks about the facility, whom it 

serves, and how residents can get help.



Public Health Radio Health 
Journal 15-Dec 6:30am 14

The debate over vaccination isn’t as civil as it once was, and leaves little 
room for common ground or even discussion. Pro-vaccine advocates often 
point to science showing safety and effectiveness, but as a noted medical 
humanities researcher explains, values common among anti-vaccine 
advocates lead them to reject this science, and both sides need to 
understand where the disconnect comes from.

Health Care Assistance Community 
Focus 22-Dec 6:00am 17

State Rep. Matt Hall talks about the bills to restore the Governor's line item 
cuts, to road patrols and more.  He also talked about auto insurance 
reform, his work on the house oversight committee to protect children.
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