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Crime and Public Safety 

July 1, 2015 thru September 30, 2015 
 

 
Trespassing a Major Problem at City Pools 
Posted: July 10, 2015 12:21 PM CST, 3 minutes  
By Sasha Jones 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Friends and family of Cedric Walton gathered to pay their respects Friday at 
the viewing for the 13-year-old who drowned Sunday at L.E. Brown Pool.  Police said Walton and his 
friends jumped the fence, but none of the boys knew how to swim.  The drowning sparked a 
conversation about pool security, and WMC Action News 5 uncovered how common trespassing is 
at city pools. 
 
According to the Memphis Police Department, in just the last year, police have been called to city 
pools 81 times when kids and teenagers jumped the fence or went swimming when the pool is 
closed.  What's more, a fourth of those incidents happened at L.E. Brown Pool, making the place 
where Cedric Walton died a possible problem area. 
 
"Not as a result of crime, or gang activity, or violence, but a decision for kids to do something 
inappropriate," said Pastor Colenzo Hubbard. 
 
Besides tougher security, activists are pushing kids to learn how to swim.  Anthony Morris with 
Splash Mid-South said new partnerships are in the works to bring even more opportunities for free 
swim lessons. 
 
WMC Action News 5 reached out to the City of Memphis for a response on the number of times 
police have been called out the city pools for issues related to juveniles, but they have yet to 
respond. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved 

 

Park Safety Secrets:  CyberWatch 

Posted: July 14, 2015 11:15 PM CST, 3 minutes 
By Andy Wise 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - An online tool the cops use to track crime trends is now a citizen's go-to for 
gauging the safety of neighborhoods and parks.  CyberWatch, a free web initiative provided by the 
Memphis Police Department, enables users to chart crimes committed in 12 Shelby and Tipton 
County municipalities.  Registered members can customize CyberWatch's crime-mapping feature by 
distance and by crime type.  The database will also send users automatic email alerts about crime 
incidences in their communities. 
 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29482583/teen-drowns-in-community-pool
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29482583/teen-drowns-in-community-pool
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29505631/radio-station-sponsors-free-swimming-lessons-for-kids-parents?clienttype=generic
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29505631/radio-station-sponsors-free-swimming-lessons-for-kids-parents?clienttype=generic
https://mdsas.memphispolice.org/cw/
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CyberWatch is a component of a county-wide crime-fighting strategy the cops call data smart 
policing.  The Shelby County Sheriff's Office, for example, uses data smart policing to chart crimes 
that happen in the last five days within a quarter-mile of a park.  "Whether it be burglaries, whether 
it be motor vehicle thefts, whatever crime is in that area, it's charted out, and that gives you an idea 
of where to allocate your resources," said Chief Inspector C.D. Booker of the Shelby County Sheriff's 
Patrol Field Bureau. 
 
The bureau used data smart policing and CyberWatch to determine the current crime flash point in 
Northaven in North Shelby County.  Booker said the prevalence of vacant homes within a quarter-
mile of Northaven's Goodman Park has contributed to an up-tick of home break-in's and auto 
burglaries.   So Booker beefed up foot patrols and increased marked patrol car presence around the 
park for better security.  
 
"Very safe," said Rene Rockiemore, coaching a youth baseball team on Goodman Park's ball field. 
"Because there's more of you riding around in cars now, and they got foot patrol.  That's what I like."  
Shelby Farms Park Operations Manager Larry Pickens and his park rangers access CyberWatch from 
laptops, desktop computers, smart phones and tablets.  When it alerted him to a theft of property 
warrant within a quarter-mile of Shelby Farms' dog park, Pickens immediately allocated personnel 
and video equipment to run surveillance of the park's patrons and parking lot. 
 
"They'll pick up tag numbers, get full descriptions of individuals," Pickens said.  "If CyberWatch 
reveals a shoplifting charge at the WalMart (on Trinity Road in Cordova), we have a good idea that 
our dog park might be next.  So we put the people and things in place to discourage any potential 
car break-ins or some other crime." 
 
Register for free on CyberWatch in its embedded link above or here. 
 
Wednesday on WMC Action News 5 at 10, Andy Wise gets you on a first-name basis with the 
gadgets, roving cameras and integrated systems that can watch whatever's going on at any Shelby 
County park or attraction.  Andy will post that story on Facebook, Twitter and 
WMCActionNews5.com after it airs. 
 
DIY PARK SAFETY: 
* STOW IT, DON'T SHOW IT.  Most auto burglaries at area parks occur because people leave 
valuables right on their seats. 
 
* KEEP HEADPHONE MUSIC LOW OR USE JUST ONE EARBUD to be better aware of what's around you, 
what investigators describe as "situation awareness." 
 
* USE REFLECTIVE SURFACES like your car's windows to watch your back. 
 
* FOLLOW PARK SUN-UP/SUN-DOWN RULES, breaking park rules to jog or bike when its dark is dumb.  
Half the battle of personal protection is not being someplace -- like in the dark -- that increases the 
probability of an attack. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 

https://mdsas.memphispolice.org/cw/
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Running Safety Top of Mind in Local Parks 

Posted: July 13, 2015 5:52 PM CST, 2 minutes  
By Lauren Squires 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - It may be hot outside, but that’s not stopping hundreds of runners, many 
who are training for races like the St. Jude Marathon in December.  For them, safety is top of mind, 
especially when running in local parks. 
 
“If you can, run with a group.  There’s plenty of running groups these days.  They have gotten large 
because people like to run with a group,” said Barry Roberson. 
 
Roberson is the owner of Breakaway Running in Memphis.  He helps coordinate running groups 
across the city.  In fact, they have a group run every day of the week, before or after work, to fit all 
schedules.  If that’s not your style or you can’t make one of their runs, he said there are a few things 
to keep in mind.  Park near cameras, in parking lots near a trail or park.  Do not leave valuables in 
your car, and, most importantly, he said ditch the headphones. 
 
“If you look like an easier target, you’re more adept to be targeted.  And I’ve got a feeling they aren’t 
going to look at you then if you’re running without,” said Roberson.  “It’s a major sense that you lose 
when you have music playing in your ears.” 
 
When WMC Action News 5 asked him the safest park to run in Memphis, he did not have an answer. 
“It doesn’t matter if you’re in the nicest suburb in Memphis or T.O Fuller.  Things can happen 
anywhere if you’re not smart,” said Roberson. 
 
We checked stats at Overton Park for the last three months and found a handful of car break-ins but 
no serious crimes.  He says that is due in large part to a park watch group called “Team Overton 
Park”.  “It’s just ordinary people who patrol the park, and if they see something funny they call in,” 
said Roberson. 
 
Still he says you can take matters into your own hands with self-defense classes or pocket 
protection.  He recommends runners carry a small amount of pepper spray and reminds everyone to 
be mindful of their surroundings. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Law Enforcement Trains for Officer-Involved Shooting 
Posted: Sept 01, 2015 4:14 PM CST, 2 minutes  
By Jerica Phillips 

TUNICA CO., MS (WMC) -  

Law enforcement from across the Mid-South came together Tuesday in Tunica, Mississippi for 
training focused specifically on officer-involved shootings.  The training at the Hollywood Casino 
focused on the moments leading up to these shootings and the personal and community impact that 
happens next. 
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“What we have to do is show law enforcement that they have support,” said Tim Rutledge, the 
Director of Training for the Regional Counterdrug Training Academy.  Rutledge said the course aims 
to give officers information about the physical, emotional, and social impact of lethal force. 
 
“How to investigate shootings, how to get the best truth, the best information for the grand juries, 
and we how to talk to the media.  We're just changing the way we do things,” Rutledge said. 
 
Officers reviewed videos of recent officer-involved shootings and discussed constitutional and civil 
rights.  “Law enforcement officers should know their community, but in today's training, we're 
talking about officer-involved shootings specifically, and bullets have no color or cultural 
background,” Rutledge said. 
 
More than 170 attended the training and they were made up of Mississippi Highway Patrol troopers, 
Memphis police officers, and Shelby County Sheriff’s deputies. 
 
“We've had an excellent turnout.  We've done this three times in the state of Mississippi, and this is 
our largest turnout so far,” said Paula Broome, a special assistant for the Mississippi Attorney 
General’s Office. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

New Mental Health Court Headed to 201 Poplar 
Posted:  Sept 18, 2015 1:54 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Lauren Squires 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Shelby County District Attorney Amy Weirich and many others are working to 
begin a new mental health court inside 201 Poplar.  DA Weirich knows all too well how many people 
are in and out of jail, many because they aren't receiving the help they need. 

"Not the worst of the worst in terms of the crime they've committed or their past, but the worst of 
the worst in the case of their mental health needs." 

Modeled after veterans’ court and drug court, these services, under Judge Gerald Skahan in General 
Sessions Division 9, will not include felony criminals. 

"It's gonna have to be people that have a track record, have a history of these issues.  So that we can 
connect them with these resources." 

Instead of throwing criminals back in jail, time and time again, they will begin to address issues and 
get treatment for those who need it.  This is something state leaders like Governor Haslem, and local 
leaders like Shelby County Mayor Mark Luttrell, believe will truly make an impact. 

"Easily 20 percent of our jail population has some level of mental illness.  We have an obligation to 
deal with that." 

The new mental health court will start in January once funding and resources are delegated. 

"Hopefully improving people's lives, but at the same time cutting down the number of inmates at 
201 Poplar." 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Issues & Answers 

Education & Family 

July 1, 2015 thru September 30, 2015 
 
 

Radio Station Sponsors Free Swimming Lessons for Kids, Parents 
Posted: July 8, 2015 6:01 PM CST, 1 minute 
By Felicia Bolton 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - A Memphis teen jumped into a community pool on a dare Sunday.  He could 
not swim and drowned.  Now, the WURE-FM team is taking off their headphones and putting on 
their swim trunks to teach children a lesson that just might save their lives. 
 
"We want to increase the awareness of swimming with the little kids in our community," said WURE-
FM Underground Internet Radio employee Faro Jeffries.  "A lot of times, we don't take the 
opportunity to learn the right way to swim." 
 
Instructors will hold the lessons at Geisman Park on Macon Road July 18 from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Several lifeguards will teach swimming technique not only to children, but also to their parents. 
Jeffries said his own near-death experience prompted him to learn how to swim as a child. 
"I jumped off the diving board and came out disoriented," said Jeffries.  "It just so happened a 
gentleman-- I'm not even sure what his name is, but I owe my life to him.  I was actually drowning 
and he came in and saved me." 
 
The free lessons are targeted toward African American children specifically, but the event is open to 
every one of all ages.  The University of Memphis conducted a study, commissioned by the USA 
Swimming Foundation that revealed nearly 70% of African American children either don't swim well 
or can't swim at all. 
 
"Put your kids first; teach them how to swim," Jeffries added.  "If nothing else, it'll just save their 
lives." 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserve 
 
 

Private Donations Give Free Summer Camp to 1,800 Students 
Posted: July 9, 2015 1:08 AM CST, 2 minutes 
By Andrew Douglas 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Summer camps hold many fond memories for children and adults across the 
Mid-South, but these days, camps can be expensive and not everyone can afford them. 
There is a summer camp, though, funded by private donations that make it possible for two-thirds of 
the campers to attend for free.  
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Timon Freeman, 14, doesn't usually plan much of his summer break, but this year, he is part of a City 
of Memphis summer camp operated through the Parks and Neighborhoods division.  
 
"If I wasn't able to go to summer camp, I would be at home," he said.  "The staff members, they 
always make sure you do the right thing.  They get onto you because they love you." 
 
"We get to do a lot more things and get to go on field trips," camper Khalia Cole added. 
 
About 2,700 students are enrolled in places like Whitehaven, Hickory Hill, Lester, and Cordova. 
Thanks to the private donations, about 1,800 of those campers are able to attend for free. 
"He's told me he enjoyed it.  Very creative.  I mean, it's just a place for him to go so they wouldn't, 
you know, be on the street or not have anything to do in the summer," said parent Shaun Franklin. 
 
Kameron Whalum is one of the camp's talent show judges.  He just got back from The White House 
where he performed with Bruno Mars.  He remembers being part of many summer talent shows. 
"Singing and dancing and coming up with routines and stuff like that.  It all plays a part no matter 
what you are going to do after school, it all plays a part in working with people using your brain," 
Whalum explained.  
 
The eight week summer camp held for kids, who otherwise might not be able to attend, is making 
memories the campers won't soon forget. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

MS Governor Declares State of Emergency in Tunica Cty School District 

Posted: July 9, 2015 4:02 PM CST, 1 minute 
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff 
 
TUNICA CO., MS (WMC) -  

Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant announced a state of emergency in Tunica County School District on 
Thursday. 

According to a news release from Bryant's office, there is a threat to the safety, security and 
educational interests of students in the district.  Details about the "severe emergency" were not 
clear, but it comes just days after the Superintendent resigned. 

Bryant released the following statement: 

“My first concern is for the students and parents of the Tunica County School District.  We will 
continue to work with the Mississippi Board of Education to make sure a proper education is 
provided.” 

The proclamation allows the Mississippi Board of Education to implement corrective actions on the 
Tunica County School District, including abolishing the existing school board and Superintendent. 

Stay with WMCActionNews5.com for updates. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.  
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Monkey Watch, Day 3:  Zookeepers Capture Zimm 

Posted: July 11, 2015 10:48 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) -  After three days of trying, zookeepers finally caught Zimm, the escaped 
macaque, Saturday.  Three-year-old Zimm escaped from her enclosure late Thursday afternoon. 
When zoo personnel were alerted, they quickly sprang into action to find her. 
 
"She actually scaled the rock wall and then got to a stopping point and pushed herself off," Laura 
Doty of the Memphis Zoo said. 
 
Zimm wandered around the zoo, before hiding in a drainage ditch.  Zookeepers never lost sight of 
Zimm and remained near the drain where she hid.  “The key strategy here was patience.  Zimm had 
a very big day yesterday, and she’s safe and secure now.  I’d like to thank our staff for their 
dedication and hard work, and the continued support we received from the community,” Director of 
Animal Programs Matt Thompson said. 
 
Zookeepers located Zimm around 9 a.m. Saturday.  "All along, we've been searching our culvert 
system on the east end of the zoo," Doty said.  "We finally found her in that culvert system.  Step-by-
step, we systematically searched each inlet of the culvert system, and that's how we got her." 
 
Memphis Zoo officials are conducting a thorough investigation into how Zimm escaped.  Thompson 
noted that Zimm's exhibit meets all requirements set by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. 
 
“She’s an extremely spirited, athletic animal.  This is a very rare occurrence,” Thompson said. 
The zookeepers left fruit for Zimm, who seems to go bananas for grapes.  "We dropped 
strawberries, bananas, apples, and peanuts on the first night," Doty said.  "Last night, we added 
grapes. I guess she really loves grapes, because we found her this morning." 
 
Zimm is being examined by the veterinary staff at the Memphis Zoo and will have a brief stay in the 
zoo's hospital before returning to her enclosure.  The zoo plans to make modifications to the exhibit 
Zimm shares with her two male lion-tailed macaques.  They have also been taken from the exhibit 
until then. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Two Memphis Students Headed To Meet Michele Obama 

Posted: July 17, 2015 11:07 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Lauren Squires 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Two Shelby County School students are headed to the White House next 
week.  Dellarontay Readus, this year’s valedictorian of Melrose High School, and Bettie Elston, who 
graduated in the top ten percent of her class at Fairley High School, are two of 150 students from 
across the country selected to attend the Beating the Odds summit on Thursday, July 23. 
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Readus and Elston are both students of The College Initiative, a local organization that provides 
assistance to students in applying to and succeeding in college.  While at the summit, the two 
graduates hope to glean ideas for increasing college access to low-income students in the future, 
including adjusting how FAFSA applications are completed. 
 
The Beating the Odds summit is a part of the First Lady’s ‘Reach Higher’ initiative, which is an effort 
to inspire students to graduate from high school and continue their education.  The event will bring 
together college-bound students from the class of 2015 to engage in resource-rich panels and 
discussions on better preparing for their academic journeys ahead. 
 
Back in Memphis, The College Initiative, continues to connect students with college applications, 
scholarships and college visits.  The organization was created last year by Gabriel Fotsing.  He 
received a B.A. from Harvard University in 2010 and began working with Teach For America in 
Mississippi.  Through mentoring students on college scholarship applications and raising money for 
students, he saw a real need to connect students with opportunities beyond high school.  He 
participated in the Start Co. Sky High accelerate last summer and his dream became a reality.  His 
vision for The College Initiative is to ensure that all students, regardless of zip code, have the 
opportunity to attend and graduate from college. 
 
Readus and Elston’s invitation to the White House summit will give the program exposure and give 
both students a once in a lifetime experience.  All participants will meet with First Lady Michelle 
Obama.  
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

RiverFit Hackathon Helps Students Build Mobile Apps 
Posted: July 26, 2015 8:26 AM CST, 1 minute 
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - The RiverFit Hackathon took place this weekend.  Organizers said it is a 
unique two-day event that encourages students to show off their mobile app developmental skills. 
They also had a chance to work on a "real-world project" to benefit our community.  That project 
was the Memphis Grizzlies Riverfront Fitness Trail. 
 
Students made teams and challenged each other to build mobile apps that would enhance the 
RiverFit experience.   
 
"Most of the kids had no exposure to coding or mobile app development, and what they were able 
to demonstrate today is that they can actually build.  Over the course of the summer, they learn to 
build," organizer Petya Kirilova-Grady said. 
 
WMC Action News 5's Lauren Squires was part of the event, and she served as a judge. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Church Gives Shoes to Students Heading Back to School 
Posted:  Aug 7, 2015 9:07 AM CDT, 1 minute 
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By Sasha Jones 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - To make sure kids start the school year off on the right foot, one church is 
stepping up to make sure students have what they need to go back to class on Monday. 
St. Andrew AME Church is sticking with a 24-year tradition by giving kids free shoes as they go back 
to class. 
 
"In the morning people start lining up," said Roshun Austin, St. Andrew AME Church. 
 
Year after year, hundreds of families come to the church's back-to-school giveaway in need and they 
leave with backpacks, school supplies, and shoes.  The giveaway began after a former teacher 
noticed many kids were not coming to school the first week because they didn't have shoes. 
The church will give away 1,400 pairs of shoes to school-age kids on Saturday.  Church members 
donate the money to buy them and Durham School Services chipped in by donating backpacks. 
"There is a good need for people to stand in line for that many hours for shoes and school supplies," 
Austin said. 
 
The fundraiser is not just for the kids, but also the church members who find happiness in helping. 
"We've served many families for the entire time their kids were in school," Austin added. 
 
Doors open for the giveaway at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 8.  The church will be giving away 
shoes until 1 p.m.  Any family that shows up should be able to receive a pair of shoes.  
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Tom Shadyac Purchases Soulsville Building, Hopes To Transform Neighborhood 
Posted:  Sept 17, 2015 10:37 AM CDT, 2 minutes 
By Lauren Squires 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - A man known for making a fortune directing films like "The Nutty Professor'', 
"Liar Liar'' and "Ace Ventura: Pet Detective'' is going to play a landlord and owner in his next 
endeavor.  Tom Shadyac is working to breathe new life into the Soulsville Neighborhood in South 
Memphis. 

A few weeks ago, Shadyac purchased Towne Center in Soulsville for $3.2 million.  The mostly vacant 
79,000 square foot building has a lot of potential. 

“I think it’s a great thing for the community.  It’s going to help them build what they’re trying to 
build in this community.  And that’s a vibrant, thriving community,” said Isaac Daniels, manager of 
Memphis SLIM House. 
 
The South Memphis neighborhood is home to Stax Museum and Music Academy, but the 
neighboring buildings could use a face lift.  Those ideas may start with the Towne Center's new 
owner, Shadyac.  He told a crowd Tuesday that he bought the bankrupt building in an auction a few 
weeks ago for $3.2 million because he believes in the potential of the neighborhood. 

“Did you guys hear about the auction?  My advice is never buy anything by auction,” said Shadyac 
"And we still bought it because we feel there's something still moving here.  There's a spirit here.'' 
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He also met with the Urban Land Institute to discuss his plans for the property.  His first idea:  use 
part of the space as a “pay what you can” restaurant.  That means if you can't afford to pay, they ask 
that you volunteer and get involved. 

“Anything’s better than vacant,” said Derrick Bady, who would also like to see a talent agency in the 
building. 

No matter what goes in this building, residents and business owners alike are excited to see history 
come alive again. 

“It gives us a lot of hope because they are doing a lot of changes to make it look good,” said Daniels. 

“To help provide change for people in this community and outside of it,” said Bady. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

SCS Proposes Merger Between Hillcrest and Whitehaven High Schools 
Posted:  Sept 17, 2015 2:37 AM CDT, 2 minutes 
By Jerica Phillips 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Shelby County Schools is proposing to merge Hillcrest and Whitehaven high 
schools instead of a state take over.  Many residents and parents of students who attend 
Whitehaven High are not sold on the merger proposal, specifically because of academic and 
economic disparities. 

At Tuesday's Shelby County School Board meeting, a plan to redesign the fabric of Whitehaven and 
Hillcrest High schools was introduced for the first time.  The planned merger came days after the 
state threatened a takeover at Hillcrest, a priority school struggling academically. 

Superintendent Dorsey Hopson, a Whitehaven graduate, opposed the takeover and asked the board 
to consider giving Hillcrest an opportunity to strengthen its performance. 

Whitehaven's proficiency rates exceeded Hillcrest's in every tested subject last year. 

The proposal would convert Hillcrest into a ninth grade academy with students from both schools. 
Whitehaven would remain grades 10 through 12. 

“Leave Whitehaven High School alone.” 

A Whitehaven resident and alum, Jeffery Wolfe described the merger as double sided. 

“It could be good because it gives those kids who come from broken homes and problems to be 
exposed to kids who come from good homes and have goals and concerns about their education,” 
Jeffery Wolfe said. 

On the other hand, Wolfe said he's concerned about disruptions. 

“Why would you take that problem child and put them in the midst of kids who want to get an 
education and who want to learn and that child may disrupt,” Wolfe said. 

SCS said there is still a lot to consider with the merger and the proposal has not been finalized. 

“If you have to do something with Hillcrest then do something with Hillcrest, but why do you have to 
merge the two in any form, shape, or fashion?  I don't see it,” Wolfe said. 

 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Issues & Answers 

Healthcare 

July 1, 2015 thru September 30, 2015 
 
 

Health Fair and Back-to-School Picnic To Be Held Sunday 
Posted: Aug 1, 2015 9:22 AM CDT, 2 minutes  
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC)  The St. Paul Baptist Church will hold its annual Health Fair and Back to School 
Picnic Sunday from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Not only will the church give away backpacks full of school supplies, free vision screenings and free 
haircuts, kids can also enjoy a game truck, inflatable bouncer, inflatable basketball goal, a race car 
from Autobahn Indoor Speedway, facepainting and Camaro Kings and Queens Car Show. 

Parents can get blood pressure screenings, HIV testing and lots of other valuable information from 
this event. 

Food trucks and Parker's Water will be on site, but the church will also provide free hamburgers and 
hot dogs to guests. 

The church is still accepting school supply donations. 

One in five children may not have access to basic school supplies because of their family's economic 
circumstances.  Church leaders said receiving a backpack filled with the tools needed to succeed in 
school can be a "life-changing experience". 

To read the latest back to school headlines, check out our back to school directory. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Adam’s Army Raises Money for St. Jude Through Dog Wash 
Posted: Aug 2, 2015 6:36 PM CDT, 1 minute 
By Kendall Kirkham 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - 17-year-old Adam Cruthirds is battling cancer and raising money for the 
group who is fighting to save his life, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 

Saturday, Hollywood Feed teamed up with the Adam's Army organization for a benefit dog wash on 
Germantown Road to raise money for St. Jude. 

Dogs were cleaned up for $10 per wash. 

Cruthirds said these fundraisers are the main way he helps fight cancer. He said they raised over 
$1000. 

To learn more about Adam's Army, check out their Facebook page or email them at 
adamsarmymakeeverydaycount@gmail.com. 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/category/268483/back-to-school-with-action-news-5
http://facebook.com/adamsarmy901
mailto:adamsarmymakeeverydaycount@gmail.com
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Boy Stung By Most Venomous Caterpillar in America 

Posted:  Aug 6, 2015 4:42 PM CDT, 1 minute 
By Felicia Bolton 
 
HORN LAKE, MS (WMC) - What looked like a harmless bit of fur turned out to be something much 
more sinister.   
 
"It felt like very bad pain," 7-year-old Wyatt McCaskill said.  He was playing in the front yard when a 
puss moth caterpillar stung him.  "We were throwing leaves at each other, and I picked up one and it 
stung me," Wyatt recalled. 
 
The furry insect is about the size of a dime, and it's incredibly dangerous.  Its hair contains a painful 
poison.  The pain moved from his finger all the way up his arm into his chest.   
 
"He is in the most pain I've ever seen him in," said his mother, Kelli McCaskill.  "Sick to his stomach." 
Kelli thought Wyatt had been stung by a bee until they arrived at Le Bonheur Children's Hospital.  
There, they learned Wyatt was stung by the most venomous caterpillar in the United States. 
 
"They are the most poisonous, and I heard that their sting can be more painful than a jellyfish or 
bee," Kelli explained. 
 
Now, Kelli and Wyatt are warning other parents to be on the lookout for these fuzzy insects. 
The caterpillars are most frequently found in trees in Texas, Louisiana, and Florida, and you're most 
likely to find them between July and November.  Doctors said if you're stung by the caterpillar's fur, 
use a piece of tape to pull the spines out of your skin.  Then, wash the area with soap and water and 
apply ice. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Southern College of Optometry Releases MobilEYES 
Posted: Sep 17, 2015 11:04 AM CDT, 1 minute  
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Southern College of Optometry has a new tool to help serve the Mid-South. 

It's called MobilEYES and the vehicle is designed to bring eye care to patients wherever they may 
need it.  MobilEYES is an extension of SCO's eye center Midtown campus which serves nearly 50,000 
patients every year. 

The school plans to use MobileEYES to reach out to school children, seniors, the working uninsured, 
and other Mid-Southerners without access to vision care.  To take a tour inside MobilEYES, click 
here. 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/slideshow?widgetid=169596&clienttype=generic
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/slideshow?widgetid=169596&clienttype=generic
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Memphis Child Drownings Prompt Community Demands for Pool Safety 
Posted: Jul 19, 2015 10:08 PM CDT, 3 minutes 
By Jerica Phillips 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Within a one week span this month, two children drowned in Memphis 
swimming pools.  Perhaps pool safety education could have saved their lives.  Accidental drowning is 
the number one killer of children ages one to four.  In fact, swimming pools are ten times more likely 
to kill a child than a gun.  The Mid-South has already seen the deadly consequences.  

A teenager died after he and his friends jumped the fence to swim at a closed community center 
pool in South Memphis.  A 5-year-old, who family members thought was being watched by a 12-
year-old, drowned in the pool at Moriah Trails apartments.  In both cases, neither of the victims 
knew how to swim.  

Juan Matamoros is a certified life guard at the YMCA.  Matamoros said the best way to prevent 
drowning, especially if you cannot swim, is to float.  

"When we float, we teach them to keep their head up," said Matamoros.  "They can float on their 
back, they can rest, catch their breath and wait on help that way." 

Drowning is the leading cause of accidental death in children ages one to four, and the 
second leading cause of accidental death in children one to 14.  What is even more alarming, 
according to a Safe Kids Worldwide report, is 88% of kids who drown do so under adult supervision.  

Swim instructors at the YMCA teach a universal swim safety tip:  REACH or THROW...DON'T GO! 

"Meaning never jump in the water after someone if they are drowning or expected of drowning," 
said Matamoros.  "Reasons why?  They might pull you in or pull you under water, and then you're 
both in trouble." 

So if you can't jump in to save a life, what do you do? 

"You throw a raft, a flotation device, a stick, a rope, anything you can find, you throw it in there for 
them to hold on to," explained Matamoros.  

Spaghetti noodles are common pool toys and can be found at practically any dollar store.  When 
used properly, pool toys can be used to pull someone to safety. 

"Never reach in standing up, because somebody is going to pull you in," said Matamoros.  "It's very 
important when you're going to pull someone in that we teach people to get down low and then 
reach in." 

Lifeguards said even the most experienced swimmers should never swim alone because they are still 
at risk.  

"Something can go wrong at any point.  It can be unexpected.  You can get a cramp and then start 
going down," said Matamoros.  

It sounds cliche, but seconds matter, especially in a drowning, so identifying a victim and getting 
them out right away could be the difference between life and death.  

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29478708/13-year-old-dies-after-drowning-in-community-center-pool
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29478708/13-year-old-dies-after-drowning-in-community-center-pool
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/29530110/child-in-critical-condition-after-found-unresponsive-in-pool
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Matamoros said if you find yourself going under, do your best to stay calm and remember to float.  

"Floating on your back gets your head above the water and you can breathe and relax and you can 
even swim from there to safety or you can call for help," said Matamoros.  

Safekids Worldwide suggests introducing your children to water as early as six months old to help 
them get comfortable.  Free swim lessons are available at a number of community pools in the 
greater Memphis area, depending on funding.  The YMCA offers income-based swim lessons year 
round. 

Pool safety resources: 

SafeKidsWorldWide 

YMCA 

Make A Splash Mid-South 

The Pool School 

Salvation Army Kroc Center  

Memphis Jewish Community Center  

The Dive Shop 

Hickory Hill Aquatic Center 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Hang-ups, Short Staff Delayed 911 Response in Officer’s Death 
Posted: Aug 3, 2015 8:15 AM CDT, 3 minutes  
By Andy Wise 
 

MEMPHIS, TN - More than three dozen hang-ups within 15 minutes kept a citizen from getting 
through to Memphis 911 to report a Memphis police officer had been shot, according to emergency 
records. 

The records revealed 48 people called Memphis 911 between 9 p.m. and 9:15 p.m Saturday, Aug. 1, 
the quarter-hour in which police said Tremaine Wilbourn of Memphis shot Memphis Police Officer 
Sean Bolton during a traffic stop.  Of those 48, 38 hung up before connecting with Memphis 911, 
delaying responses so significantly, the citizen had to use Bolton's own patrol car radio to report the 
shooting.  Bolton later died from his injuries. 

"We find when that happens, we start receiving repetitive calls from the same location and person 
because the caller will not hold, but instead, they will hang up and call again, slowing the process 
down," said Memphis Police spokesperson Sgt. Karen Rudolph.  "Each hang up call must be returned 
and confirmed if the caller needs or does not need assistance." 

Memphis police and emergency response sources said those callers bailed out because they 
received the automated attendant, thinking they were receiving some sort of busy signal. 

http://www.safekids.org/tip/swimming-safety-tips
http://www.ymcamemphis.org/news/swim-lessons-3/
http://splashmidsouth.org/
http://www.swimpoolschool.com/mobile/
http://www.krocmemphis.org/programs/aquatics/spring-2015-programs/
http://www.jccmemphis.org/index.php?submenu=SwimLessons&src=gendocs&ref=SwimLessons&category=Main
http://www.diveshop1.com/Memphis/Swim.aspx
http://www.memphistn.gov/Government/ParksNeighborhoods/AquaticCenters/HickoryHillAquaticCenter.aspx
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"It is not a busy signal," said Raymond Chiozza, director of Shelby County 911, the umbrella agency 
for all of the county's emergency dispatch centers.  "It is an automatic attendant.  Callers must stay 
on the line." 

The automatic attendant starts with:  "You have reached Memphis 911 emergency.  All operators 
are busy, so please remain on the line." 

"We have that so the person won't just hear a ring and think they've dialed wrong and hang up and 
call again because that creates even a worse scenario," Chiozza said. 

In fact, the recording warns callers of the risk of hanging up as it continues:  "...If you hang up and 
call back, it will cause additional delay in answering your call." 

"They should stay on the line," advised Chiozza. 

But Ken Daniels of Midtown Memphis said he was stuck on the line for more than ten minutes when 
he called Memphis 911.  He was trying to report he had just found his stolen horse trailer on 
someone's property in Berclair / East Memphis.  "They did send someone out, but it did seem like it 
took a long time," Daniels said.  "I could imagine someone, if they had a real emergency going on, 
what kind of frustration they would be going through." 

"A lot of that (delay) has to do with the number of staff Memphis 911 has on duty," Chiozza said. 
When we asked him if Memphis 911 is understaffed, Chiozza answered, "You'd have to ask them 
that." 

We did -- and we discovered Memphis 911 is overwhelmed. 

It is the busiest 911 dispatch center in Tennessee.  Chiozza said about 20% of all 911 calls in the state 
are processed at Memphis 911.  The 124 dispatchers and 14 supervisors process between 2,100 and 
3,000 calls and between 5,000 and 5,500 non-emergency calls every day. 

"All 911 calls are answered before non-emergency calls," Rudolph said.  "When a 911 call comes in, 
it is answered in the order that it is received." 

Rudolph said Memphis 911 is in the process of hiring 30 additional dispatchers.  She said it has 
received enough applicants and is no longer accepting applications. 

Chiozza said if you call 911 from a land-line phone, it will automatically route to the dispatch center 
within that jurisdiction.  When you call from a cell phone, it routes based on the closest antenna 
tower.  That often results in what he called "mis-routes" when someone calls from an area that 
borders two emergency jurisdictions. 

Chiozza said as long as the caller knows where he or she is and can give at least a specific address, 
location or cross streets, a dispatcher can correct a mis-route with a single button transfer to the 
appropriate 911 center. 

We requested the nature of the calls that got through during the period of Officer Bolton's shooting. 
Rudolph said that information is not available. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Issues & Answers 

Consumer Awareness 

July 1, 2015 thru September 30, 2015 
 
 

Andy, Will It Work?  Chop Magic 
By Andy Wise 
Posted:  July 7, 2015 11:29 AM CST, 2 minutes 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - The point of the Chop Magic, according to its advertising, is to help chop 
foods faster.  More efficiently.  With very few exceptions, there is nothing really faster nor efficient 
about the Chop Magic.  It requires a lot of prep work, even on the most basic fruits and vegetables. 

"By the time I have done all this prep work to use this product, I would have been able to just break 
(the food) down myself," said Chef Barrett Round (Twitter: @ChefEZBlue), a Shelby County teacher 
who is also a former New Orleans and Memphis chef. 

In spite of the quick-and-easy demonstrations in its advertising, Chop Magic cannot be used 
effectively without coring, trimming, peeling or prepping most foods.  Round discovered it does chop 
onions and peeled carrots well.  Its dicing blade did a fine job on garlic.  But it did not julienne 
peppers as advertised, even after stemming and coring them.  It did not chop russet potatoes or 
sweet potatoes without a lot of pre-chopping and pressure.  Tomatoes? Even after cutting them in 
half as directed, they burst and splattered everywhere after a plunge through the Chop Magic. 

"Dude, this thing's going to get me dirty," joked Round.  "Overall, it's a lot more work than it was 
convenience." 

Chop Magic is a DON'T BUY. 

Allstar Products Group of New York distributes the Chop Magic.  Through a spokesperson, it e-
mailed this statement, attributed to the company: 

"The Chop Magic™ went through extensive testing to ensure quality and durability.  Once the product 
and the food is properly prepped, it can be used in three easy steps: snap on the stainless steel blade, 
push down and store inside.  Allstar Products Group stands by its product, and any unsatisfied 
customers can contact customer service for a money back guarantee." 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Andy, Will It Work?  Spirooli 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  July 9, 2015 2:18 PM CST, 1 minute 
 
(WMC-TV) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  Spirooli = #WISEBUY! 
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This suction-cupped, torture chamber-looking gadget is versatile, safe and -- the clincher -- it does 
what it claims. 

The $25 Spirooli, with its three interchangeable blades, peeled and spiral-sliced everything Shelby 
County teacher and certified Chef Barrett Round (Twitter @chefezblue) speared on its spit. 

"This is working quite well," Round said as he churned out curly fries from one potato.  With a quick 
change of the blades, he spiraled potato chips out of another. 

"Easy work," he said. "I could roll from an onion straight to cucumbers then carrots." As a matter of 
fact, he did:  "They'd look great on a salad!" 

Just one concern with the Spirooli:  its lever. 

On dense vegetables like cabbage, the lever's tough to negotiate.  You have to choke up on it like a 
baseball bat in order to maintain leverage.  But when Round did that, he churned out perfectly sliced 
cabbage for cole slaw. 

"Yep, I like it," he said. 

The Spirooli is a WISE BUY. 

Copyright 2014 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.  
 
 

Andy, Will It Work?  Taginator 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  July 15, 2015 4:59 AM CST, 2 minutes 
 

(WMC-TV) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  Taginator = WISEBUY! 

Manufactured in Chicago, but distributed and sold by Cougar Chemical Co. right here in Memphis, 
Taginator is a potassium hydroxide-based application. 

"It's a chemical that basically attacks the paint," said Cougar Chemical's Billy Fields. 

It is designed to remove graffiti or unwanted paint from porous concrete or brick surfaces.  In our 
testing, it worked like magic, even on surfaces it's not designed to treat.  Cougar Chemical Co.'s Billy 
and Michael Fields (no relation!) applied Taginator to graffiti that blighted the unpainted brick wall 
of Barbara Houck's business at 1982 Madison Ave.  Using a pressure washer, they hosed down the 
chemical after letting it sit for a while. 

Taginator bubbled and broke down the graffiti paint, stripping it right off the wall without bleaching 
or staining. 

"Oh, wow! That's fantastic!" said Houck.  "I mean, it's like it was never there!" 

We tried Taginator on gang graffiti pock-marking the painted cinder block of County Glass, 5137 Old 
Summer Rd. 

"If you're on a painted surface, you have to be careful that the paint underneath the graffiti isn't a 
less quality than the graffiti itself," Billy Fields said. 

http://www.cougarchemical.com/
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It wasn't. 

Taginator eliminated the gang graffiti on the painted cinder block like an eraser on a blackboard -- 
without removing the wall's base paint. 

It also removed graffiti from the metal siding of Jim and Carol Bullington's auto repair shop at 1510 
Cherry Rd, although it also stripped some of the siding's paint. 

"It did a great job," Jim Bullington observed. 

Taginator is a WISE BUY. 

It comes in quart-size bottles for around $25, gallon containers for $75 or 5-gallon drums for $250. 
Cougar Chemical Co. will also apply it for consumers at an extra service charge.  It can be purchased 
at the company's warehouse, 3725 Getwell Rd., or through its website, CougarChemical.com. 

Copyright 2014 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Andy, Will It Work?  Scratch-dini 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  July 21, 2015 10:38 AM CST, 2 minutes 
 

(WMC-TV) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  Scratch-dini = DON'T BUY! 

If it doesn't have color, it can't remove the scratch.  That's the mantra of Bill Fowler, owner and 40-
year veteran auto body expert of Bill Fowler's Bodyworks, 8610 U.S. 51 in Southaven.  That's exactly 
what we discovered when we tried out the $10 auto scratch-remover Scratch-dini.  Its advertising 
claims it uses a colorless polymer called Carbopol EZ-3 to buff away scratches "... like magic." 

"Never heard of it," Fowler said of the Carbopol polymer.  "But products like these, they basically 
cover up the 'white' scratch that is left when it's in the clear-coat only.  If it has affected the paint, I 
don't see how it can possibly work." 

Fowler's 40 years of experience was right.  He applied Scratch-dini to existing scratches on a new 
Chevy Silverado truck.  Surface scratches, deep scratches - it didn't matter.  Not only did Scratch-dini 
not remove the scratches, but it also lifted some of the paint from the truck! 

Then we made our own scratches on a Camaro's quarter-panel -- including one that barely grazed 
the panel's clear-coat.  Scratch-dini still couldn't remove that scratch or any other one when used as 
directed. 

Scratch-dini is a DON'T BUY. 

Trisales Marketing, LLC, of Connecticut is the marketer of Scratch-dini.  An employee who answered 
our call said the official spokesperson is traveling.  She said she's not sure if he would get back to us 
for a comment on our test. 

Fowler insisted a polymer or gel must have color that matches the vehicle's paint to be an effective 
scratch-remover. 

Copyright 2014 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 

http://www.scratchdini.com/
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Andy, Will It Work?  Speed-Out Damaged Screw & Bolt Remover 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  July 30, 2015 4:47 PM CST, 2 minutes 
 

(WMC) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  Speed-Out Damaged Screw & Bolt Remover = WISE BUY! 

Speed-Out's concept isn't exactly a break-through.  The idea of drill bits that can retrieve damaged 
screws and bolts isn't new.  Cordova handy-man Brian Bostick owns a $20 Craftsman Screw-Out set 
that does the same thing.  It has served him well for more than a decade. 

The difference is Speed-Out offers a fourth bit for the same price -- and its bits are two-sided.  The 
patented cutting side bores a deep cavity into the damaged screw/bolt, then a quick flip to the 
excavating side winds it right out. 

Bostick set up two boards:  one pine, the other oak.  He drilled each board with screws he stripped 
beyond a screwdriver bit's ability to remove them. 

"The oak is much, much denser than the pine board," Bostick said.  "The pine board is a soft wood. 
Screws go in and out much easier than the oak." 

Speed-Out easily removed the damaged screws from the pine board, including a long dry wall screw 
buried deep into the wood.  Bostick also hack-sawed the head off of a bolt in the pine board.  Even 
without its head, the bolt came right out with Speed-Out's two-headed design. 

However, Speed-Out had no success with the screws in the oak board.  The wood was too dense.  

But Bostick's Craftsman bits couldn't remove the screws in the oak board, either. 

Given its performance on the pine board, its ease of use -- and the fact that it offers an extra bit for 
the same price as his old stand-by set -- Speed-Out won Bostick's approval. 

"It works as advertised," he said. 

Speed-Out = WISE BUY! 

 
Copyright 2014 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Andy, Will It Work?  HD Vision Visor 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  Aug 1, 2015 12:47 PM CST, 2 minutes 
 

(WMC) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  HD Vision Visor = DON'T BUY! 

Teen drivers need all the help they can get.  Shoot, MEMPHIS drivers could use all the help they can 
get!  Both were our inspiration for working with Max Maxwell's Driving School at Agricenter 
International, 7777 Walnut Grove Rd., to test the HD Vision Visor.  Its advertising claims the $15 HD 
Vision Visor "... reduces glare and turns your vision into high definition." 

http://www.maxwelldrivingschool.com/
http://www.agricenter.org/
http://www.agricenter.org/
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Not exactly.  Sure, the HD Vision Visor reduced glare.  A little.  But its performance was inconsistent 
among Maxwell's student drivers. 

For some, it did provide vision clarity.  "My line-of-sight is much more clear than without the visor," 
said teen driver Daniel Hawkins, praising the visor's day-vision lens. 

For others, particularly shorter drivers, it was clumsy and difficult to adjust for height. 

"It was more distracting," teen driver Allison Boschwit said.  "It muted the colors of the stop lights 
and the cars in front of me, so if they stopped suddenly and put their brake lights on, I might not 
have known." 

Then instructor Maxwell took it for a test-drive. 

"It does reduce glare," Maxwell said.  "But I think, for a beginner driver, it might be a little 
distracting. 

"I'm not sure that (its visual clarity) is more discernible than a decent pair of sunglasses would do." 

The visor also comes with a night-vision lens.  We could not document any discernible improvement 
with it, either in vision clarity or in night-glare reduction. 

The HD Vision Visor is a DON'T BUY. 

Idea Village Products Corp. of New Jersey produces the HD Vision Visor.  It ignored our requests for 
comment through its Twitter account and through its customer service e-mail address. 

Copyright 2014 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Andy, Will It Work?  Canary Teen Safety App 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  Aug 13, 2015 6:18 PM CST, 3 minutes 
 

(WMC-TV) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  Canary Teen Safety app (both iPhone & Android) = WISE BUY! 

The free Canary Teen Safety app could revolutionize how parents monitor their children's smart 
phone behavior while driving.  If only it had been invented two years ago. 

Two years ago, 22-year-old Robyn Thomas, a college student on a full-ride, took a drive on the back 
roads of Benton County, Miss. 

For just seconds, she looked down at a friend's text that blipped on her phone:  "Hey, what are you 
doing?" 

Just seconds. 

Enough time to lose control of her car and smash a tree at 60 miles an hour. 

"I don't ... like ... any recollection," Thomas said slowly, struggling with permanent brain trauma.  "I 
have zero." 

"We were told she would be a vegetable for the rest of her life," said her mother Kim Thomas. 

https://www.ideavillage.com/
https://www.methodistonline.org/view-news/24934
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Two months in a coma.  Two years of therapy.  Medical care that has been nothing short of 
miraculous has given Robyn her life back.  But her mom said she will likely live with her parents the 
rest of her life.  She said Robyn has the emotional capacity of a 12-year-old. 

"She can't cry," Kim said.  "She's laughed only twice in the last two years.  We still have a long way to 
go." 

Robyn's story inspired us to test the Canary Teen Safety app.  Downloaded and synchronized 
between phones, the app allows parents to track everything their children are doing with their 
phones while driving. 

We installed it on the phone of Robyn's 19-year-old sister Raven, as well as on Kim's phone.  After 
synchronizing the phones, I drove the back roads of Benton County while Raven, sitting in the 
passenger seat, wore her phone out:  texting, calling, Tweeting, SnapChatting, etc. 

Every time, the Canary Teen Safety app chirped an alert on Mom's phone. 

"It also gave me e-mail notifications," Kim said.  "It does more than I thought it would do." 

Like tracking the speed I was driving ... down to the exact mile per hour.  Canary even has a GPS 
feature that recorded everywhere Raven and I went. 

"It shows the exact location," Kim said, "and you can also set it up to add a restricted area and a safe 
zone and also a curfew." 

Parents can set the Canary Teen Safety app to "passenger mode" so children who are not driving can 
use their phones.  They can also adjust its settings to prevent their teens from disabling the app. 

"Every little thing helps," Kim said. 

If you don't consider the Canary, Robyn said consider doing this with your smart phone while driving: 
"Just put [your] phone on silent and throw it in the back seat and not mess with it." 

Copyright 2014 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.    
 

Andy, Will It Work?  Drano vs. Liquid Plumr 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  Sept 2, 2015 10:18 PM CST, 3 minutes 
 

(WMC-TV) - ANDY, WILL IT WORK?  Drano vs. Liquid Plumr -- Walmart Great Value Brand Beats 'Em 
Both!  WISEBUY! 

The world's largest retailer's generic drain clog remover is the cheapest, the fastest -- and our new 
champion.  Walmart's Great Value Brand Drain Clog Remover Gel, 6.9 cents per ounce for an 80 fl. 
oz., out-performed both Drano and Liquid Plumr (spelled that way on purpose) in an encore contest 
that was 16 years in the making. 

You see, 16 years ago, I tested Drano versus Liquid Plumr when I was producing product tests for 
that "other station".  Back then, Liquid Plumr ate through a nasty hair clog faster than Drano. 

Sixteen years later, both have new bottles and new formulas.  This time, Drano's Max Gel, 8.7 cents 
per ounce for an 80 fl. oz. container, lost once again to Liquid Plumr's Full Clog Destroyer, 9.4 cents 
per ounce for 80 fl. oz. 
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In 12 minutes, Liquid Plumr dissolved a clog of hair, petroleum jelly and coffee grounds crafted by 
Rocky Payne and Shad Tankersley of General Plumbing Company.  Drano's formula failed to budge 
the same clog in both make-up and measurement.  Both clogs were installed in the shampoo sinks 
of A Natural Affair Beauty Lounge in Chickasaw Gardens. 

But Walmart's Great Value Brand Drain Clog Remover Gel dissolved the same clog in five minutes -- 
seven minutes faster and almost $2 cheaper per bottle than Liquid Plumr. 

"Wow!" exclaimed A Natural Affair Beauty Lounge's owner and head stylist Takeisha Berry-Brooks.  "I 
guess I'll buy the Great Value." 

"Unbelievable," said Payne as he shook his head. 

He checked the ingredients of all three drain cleaners.  Each has some combination that includes 
sodium hydroxide, sodium hypochlorite or sodium silicate, but he said it's unclear why Great Value 
Brand Drain Clog Remover Gel would dissolve a clog faster. 

"I may be out of a job," he joked. 

Walmart's Great Value Brand Drain Clog Remover Gel is a WISE BUY. 

Copyright 2014 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.generalplumbingco.com/
http://anaturalaffair.com/
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Editorials by Tracey Rogers, General Manager 

July 1, 2015 thru September 30, 2015 

 

Good Jobs 
Thursday, July 2, 2015 12:06 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
 
MEMPHIS, TN -   (WMC-TV)     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC 

Action News 5.  We are all familiar with the pain points in our community.  Crime tops that list, but 

other concerns include lack of government help, issues with our schools and lack of good jobs. 

So I was thrilled to hear the news Nike is opening a new facility in the heart of Frayser.  Frayser 

desperately needs this shot in the arm.  Nike will bring new jobs when they open this 300 million 

dollar facility on Frayser Boulevard.  And it's going to be huge -- almost 200 football fields huge. 

We don't know yet how many jobs will result from the expansion or when the interview process will 

begin, but it's all on the horizon.  While I'm excited about this excellent economic news, we need 

more. 

If you have had a hard time finding a good job in the Mid-South, I want to hear from you.  Email me 

at ABetterMidSouth@wmctv.com or like my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South and leave me a 

message there. 

Growing good jobs will grow our economy and make this A Better Mid-South for all of us. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Senior Crime 
Posted:  July 7, 2015 1:46 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5.   
An 81-year-old woman was attacked and raped while walking a track during the day at a Memphis 

church.  A suspect is behind bars now for this unspeakable crime. 

I believe all of us rise to a new level of outrage when the youngest and oldest among us become 

victims of crime.  As the old saying goes, there's a special place in hell for the people who commit 

these crimes. 

That's another reason the WMC Action News 5 is on a mission to protect you and your family 

members from crime.  I want you to watch Wednesday night at 10 for powerful information to 

protect our older citizens from crime. 
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We need to all do our part to protect our family members, neighbors and friends who are in their 

twilight years.  They deserve our help and protection. 

Email me or post a message on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South to let me know what you are 

doing to make your community safer. 

Providing a safer community for our seniors will make this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 
Safety Concerns 
Posted:  July 10, 2015 2:46 PM CDT  
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
 
MEMPHIS, TN -  
Hi I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5.  The team at 
WMC Action News 5 is committed to helping you protect yourself, your family, your friends and your 
community.  That's why you have seen Joe Birch all over the Mid-South showing you ways to stay 
safe.  Since one of our major pain points is crime -- we are vigilant in looking for ways to help you 
empower yourself.  Just this past week, we showed you how to keep your older family members 
safe. 
 
Now, I want to hear from you -- where in your community are you concerned for your safety?  Is it at 

the gas station when you are pumping gas, how about at an atm when you are getting cash or 

maybe it's just taking a walk around your neighborhood? 

Email me at ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or log on to Facebook and like my page, A Better Mid-

South and leave me a message there. 

Let's work together to make this a safer and better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Greenline 
Posted:  July 14, 2015  10:52 AM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN -   (WMC-TV) - Hi.  I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC 
Action News 5.  
 
Memphis and the Mid-South is full of treasures.  Graceland, the Peabody Hotel, Mud Island, the 

Memphis Zoo.  And now we can add the Greenline to that list.   

If you bike, run, walk or just get out from time to time and enjoy nature, there's a good chance you 

have had exposure to the Greenline.  But just like with everything else in our community -- it's 

http://www.wmctv.com/
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important you are armed with good information to stay safe even when you are trying to stay 

healthy. 

WMC Action News 5's Andy Wise is on a mission this week to keep you safe when you are enjoying 

the outdoors.  He will share valuable information with you Wednesday night at 10 about key ways to 

keep yourself safe from the bad guys when you are taking advantage of the natural beauty along the 

Greenline. 

For all its natural beauty, the Greenline is chock full of high tech gadgets to keep you safe.   

Greenline supporters, Memphis police officers and Shelby County Deputies are working together to 

make a safer and better Greenline and Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 
Drownings 
Posted:  July 17, 2015  4:28 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
 
MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -  Hello, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5. 
 
Thirteen-year-old Cedric Walton died after drowning in a community pool and we lost five-year-old 

Jalen Bike after he drowned in a swimming pool at a Memphis apartment complex.  It appears both 

boys could not swim.    

Every year, we approach summer with apprehension because we know we are going to lose children 

to drowning.  Not enough of our children know how to swim or how to save themselves if they get in 

trouble in the water. 

This Monday night at 10, Jerica Phillips is going to show specific ways you can save yourself or 

someone else from drowning.  We have to do more to teach our children to be safe while swimming. 

If you have ideas on how to protect our children from drowning, email me at 

ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or go to my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South and leave me a 

message there. 

Teaching our kids to swim and how to save themselves in the water will make this a safer and better 

Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

Shop Safely 
Posted:  July 21, 2015 4:27 PM CDT  
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
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MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -    Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-

TV.  The other day I heard about a woman who was picking up a prescription at a neighborhood 

pharmacy.  As she was leaving, she was attacked and robbed of her medicine. 

 I thought -- what is wrong with people?  I don't know about you, but I am sick and tired of the 

crooks who prey on those of us who work so hard to earn what we have.  And then I thought, but we 

do not have to be victims.  There are things we can do that may keep us from being the next target 

for those who want to steal what we have. 

Wednesday night at 10, Andy Wise is going to show you some simple ways to protect yourself and 

your belongings when you go shopping.  It can be as simple as the way you walk, the way you park 

and who you talk to.  Nothing is full proof of course, but experts can give you smart information to 

stay on alert.   

Do you have specific things you do to protect yourself when shopping?  If so, email me at 

ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or post a message on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South. 

Protecting yourself and your belongings will make this a safer and better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 

Look for the Good 
Posted:  July 24, 2015  2:49 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-TV. 
 
We’ve been hearing from a lot of you on social media – about safety concerns in your 

neighborhoods.  And when we asked for specifics – boy did you let us know! 

Through Facebook and email – you’ve said one of the reasons you don’t feel safe stopping at the 

store – or spending family time at downtown attractions – is AGGRESSIVE PANHANDLERS – the guys 

who just won’t take NO for answer!  Just this week we had eight people arrested for aggressive 

panhandling. 

I think it’s one thing to ask for money, another to get aggressive when begging for money. 

What should you do?  WMC Action News 5's Andy Wise is going to answer that question Monday 

night at 10.  And I want to hear from you.  What do you do when approached by a panhandler?  Do 

you have any safety tips others could use? 

If so, email me at ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Midsouth. 

Learning how to protect yourself from aggressive panhandlers will make this a safer and better Mid-

South. 
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Protect Your Neighbors 
Posted:  July 28,2015  4:40 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-

TV.  You work hard to create a nice life for your family and it's a darn shame crooks look for ways to 

take that from you. 

But what threatens our security and safety makes us stronger. 

I am amazed at what many of you are doing to fight crime and protect your neighborhoods, and it's 

got an old fashioned feel with a twist.  You are looking out for neighbors and community using social 

media and other types of new technology. 

Wednesday night at 10, you will want to hear how folks are joining forces with their neighbors to 

fight crime from Bartlett to Central Gardens to Colonial Acres. 

What are you doing to protect your neighborhood or community?  Let me hear about it.  Email me 

at ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or post a message to my Facebook page -- A Better Mid-South.   

It's not just about us -- looking out for your family and your neighbors always makes this a safer and 

Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Come On and Vote 
Posted:  July 31, 2015  3:40 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-TV.  This week, I 
had the chance to attend the DeSoto County School Superintendent Debate.  I was pleasantly 
surprised when I saw the large crowd that turned out for the debate. 
 
I have long been concerned about the lack of participation in the political process.  I think the reason 

we see this apathy toward voting is the feeling our one small vote doesn't count.  

That could not be further from the truth.  So many of our forefathers fought long and hard to give all 

of us the right to vote.  Let's not squander this right. 

http://www.wmctv.com/
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We have multiple opportunities over the next year and a half to be involved.  Mississippi voters go to 

the polls Tuesday.  The Memphis Municipal elections that include the Mayoral race is coming up in 

October, and of course we will elect a new President next year.   

Take this opportunity to register to vote, be involved.  You can find links to voter registration sites on 

our website, wmcactionnews5.com.   

Your vote will make this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 

Stranger Danger 
Posted:  Aug 4, 2015  1:24 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at WMC.  I didn't know 

Memphis Police Officer Sean Bolton personally, but when he was killed over the weekend, his death 

shook me to the core.  There's just something sobering about a police officer, a firefighter, a public 

servant losing their life in the line of duty.   

I watched Memphis Police Director Toney Armstrong fight emotions and stand strong for his 

department yet again as he spoke about Officer Bolton's death.  One thing Director Armstrong said 

keeps ringing in my ears -- he said there's a theme black lives matter, but he emphasized All Lives 

Matter.  Black Lives Matter, White Lives Matter, Police Officers' Lives Matter, Officer Sean Bolton's 

life mattered -- this leads back to All Lives Matter. 

Can we stop tearing each other down, stop spewing hate, stop blaming everyone else because of the 

color of their skin or the status of their pocket book and focus on lifting up Officer Bolton's family 

and seeking justice for his death?  Thank you Director Armstrong for reminding us what's really 

important right now -- All Lives Matter.   

Let's follow the Director's lead and find value in all human lives.  That will help make this A Better 

Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Random Attacks 
Posted:  Aug 18, 2015  4:15 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at WMC.  As a woman, I 

don't spend a lot of time worrying about random attacks when I go out for dinner, shopping or just 

run up the street for lunch.  I typically think random attacks are rare since you are much more likely 

http://www.wmctv.com/
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to be attacked by someone you know.  But those attacks do happen and we need to be vigilant 

about our safety no matter where we are or what time of day it is. 

With that in mind, WMC Action News 5's Kontji Anthony is going to be your wingman or woman if 

you prefer and show you some common mistakes women make to put ourselves in danger.  She will 

have the rundown on this Thursday night at 10. 

I can't stress enough the importance of taking your safety into your own hands.  I want to hear about 

what you do to protect yourself when you go out.  Email me at ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or 

post a message on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South. 

Don't be scared, empower yourself to protect yourself and help make this a safer and better Mid-

South. 

 Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Good Things 
Posted:  Aug 21, 2015  2:20 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute 

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at WMC.     

 I so enjoy hearing from you about the good things going on in the Mid-South, and recently I got an 

email I thought was worthy of sharing.  One of our WMC Action News 5 friends wrote to tell us 

about her experience running or actually walking the Elvis 5k.  She mentioned the lovely homes on 

the route in Whitehaven with sprinklers and how the people who lived there cheers for the walkers.   

She talked about the homeowners, mostly black and the runners, mostly white, but a mix of black 

and white, old and young enjoying the event together.  Police helping with traffic and volunteers 

handing out water and cheering folks on.  Again black and white - the volunteers were playing Elvis 

tunes and shouting encouragement.  She was upset this wasn't the story she saw on the news that 

night. 

I do understand and want to encourage you to share these stories with us.  If you have a way to take 

some pictures, that would be even better.  You can always email those to us at 

ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com.  Tell us the good stories going on in Memphis and the Mid-South 

that make this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
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Dateline       Friday     7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
This weekly network program profiles headline news and cold cases that have been solved by federal, 
state or local authorities. 
 
“Miami Heat” Airs Friday, July 10 at 8pm/7c 
A Miami woman finds her husband shot dead and her 18-month-old son badly wounded.  One 
month later, she kills the man she suspects is involved in the crime, claiming it was self-defense.   
But evidence surfaces years later that causes investigators to take a second look.  
 
"Mystery on Lockhart Road” Airs Saturday, July 11 at 9pm/8c 
Former Indiana State Trooper, David Camm, came home to find his wife and children murdered.  He 
would spend the next 13 years fighting to clear his name. 
 
“Deadly Twist” Airs Thursday, July 16 at 8pm/7c 
The killing of a California mom beloved by four men reopens a mystery surrounding the untimely 
death of another young woman decades earlier on a remote mountain road in Georgia.  Keith 
Morrison reports. 
 
"Shining Star” Airs Friday, July 17 at 9pm/8c 
A brilliant young woman rose from poverty to become a successful criminal defense attorney in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  When her life is cut short one terrible night in her office, investigators scour 
her roster of clients and follow a string of strange clues.  Would those clues lead them to her killer?  
Dennis Murphy reports. 
 
 “Infatuation” Airs July 23 at 9pm/8c 
A young Dallas art student from a small Texas town is found brutally murdered in her bed.  With no 
signs of forced entry, detectives soon realize the killer had to be someone she knew.  Keith Morrison 
reports. 
 
 “Secrets in the Snow” Airs Friday, July 24 at 10pm/9c 
When Stephanie Bruner goes missing in the Colorado Mountains, three suspects and a love triangle 
complicate the investigation.  Keith Morrison reports. 
 
“Finding Savanna” Airs Friday, August 7 at 10pm/9c 
A mother disappears with her 11-month-old daughter after losing a custody battle.  The child’s 
father is forced to embark on an epic search if he hopes to ever see his daughter again. 
 
“Seattle Engineer Missing” Airs Friday, August 7 at 7pm/6c 
The search for Seattle software engineer Jeremiah Foco continues, and his friends and family say 
they will not give up until they have answers. 
 
"The Root of All Evil” Airs Friday, Aug 14th at 9pm/8c 
A young real estate investor and father is found dead in the kitchen of his Jonesboro, Arkansas 
home. Who could have committed such a crime? Keith Morrison reports. 
 
29 Years Later, a Possible Break in the Case of Missing Teen Kimberly Moreau, Aug 14th at 9pm/8c 
When Kimberly stopped home that night back in May 1986, she said she'd be back in an hour.  
Twenty-nine years have passed, but her family believes they may be close to finally getting some 
answers. 
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 “Bringing Brooke Home” Airs Thursday, August 21 at 9pm/8c 
The search for 19-year-old Brooke Wilberger inspires an Oregon community and makes a 
breakthrough connection to a similar missing persons case in New Mexico.  Kate Snow reports. 
 
“Mystery at Heath Bar Farm” Airs Friday, August 21 at 10pm/9c 
Once a hometown hero in Coldwater, Michigan, Tom Foley is shocked to find himself the lead 
suspect in the case of his wife's murder.  He would spend the next two years fighting to clear his 
name.  Josh Mankiewicz reports. 
 
“The Promise” Airs Thursday, August 27 at 10pm/9c 
When a 20-year-old honors student goes missing after work, her family suspects the worst.  As 
police investigate, questions surrounding her disappearance begin to hit close to home.  Josh 
Mankiewicz reports on a mystery that would take more than 20 years to solve. 

 
 
 
Queen Latifah   Monday – Friday    1:37 AM – 2:37 AM 
Dana Elaine Owens, better known by her stage name Queen Latifah, is an American singer, songwriter, 
rapper, actress, model, television producer, record producer, comedienne, and talk show host. 
 
7/6/15  Star of the Jimi Hendrix Biopic      (TV-PG)  
7/7/15  Cast of the “Trip to Bountiful”     (TV-PG)  
7/8/15  “The Middle’s” Patricia Heaton    (TV-PG)  
7/9/15  Country Music Stars Big & Rich      (TV-PG)  
7/10/15  Supermodel & Actor Tyson Beckford     (TV-PG) 
 
8/17/15  Big Bang Star Simon Helberg    (TV-PG)  
8/18/15   Jennifer Hudson Opens Up    (TV-PG)  
8/19/15  Wendie Malick & Jane Leeves “Hot in Cleveland”  (TV-PG)  
8/20/15  Alyssa Milano & Blues Star Shoshana Bean  (TV-PG)  
8/21/15  Christina Milian & Game of Thrones Adewale   (TV-PG) 
 
 
 


