
Page 1 of 28 

 

Crime and Public Safety 

October 1, 2015 thru December 31, 2015 
 

 
New Rules for Protecting Your Purse From Theft 
Posted: Oct 1, 2015 12:21 PM CST, 3 minutes  
By Kendall Kirkham 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Purse thefts are crimes of opportunity, but you can empower yourself with 
the new rules of purse protection.  Since January 1, 2015, Memphis police responded to 65 reports 
of women having their purses snatched.  That's more than one a week.  Not carrying a purse when 
you can help it is always best.  If you must and your purse has a zipper, having it closed and zipped 
will make it harder for thieves to try and grab what’s inside while in the checkout line.  Holding your 
purse in front of you in the checkout line is another deterrent.  When you hide the prize, it takes 
away the opportunity for someone to take your purse. 

If your purse is taken by force, let it go.  Don't fight for it, especially if a weapon is involved.  Nothing 
inside is worth losing your life over.  When it comes to the contents of your purse, experts 
recommend taking anything of value out, including cash.  Put cash in a pocket or jacket, along with 
other credit cards, IDs or even keys.  You might want to consider what you wear when going out 
because of this too.  Many people have heard carrying a purse with a long strap diagonally across 
your body is harder for thieves to snatch, but experts say cross-body bags are not necessarily the 
safest.  If your purse is grabbed, a strong strap may end up creating more of a hazard if a thief won’t 
give up when trying to pull it off of you.  Instead, keep a purse clutched close to your body and over 
your arm.  Wear it under a jacket if you can, too.  If there's a long strap, wrap it around the bag. 

When dining out, resist the urge to throw a bag on the back of a chair or on the ground.  The safest 
place for your purse is in your lap.  Being smart about what you carry and how you carry it puts the 
power of purse back in your hands. 

How to make a mugger's wallet in six easy steps: 

(A mugger's wallet is a decoy wallet you carry with you to convince muggers it's the real thing.) 

1. Put some cash in the wallet; not enough to where you will miss it if it's gone, but just enough to 
make someone think it’s actually your real wallet. 

2. Add an old ID that's either expired or you can no longer use.  Preferably, this shouldn't have a 
current address or any valid personal information, just to be safe. 

3. All old, expired credit cards. 

4.  Add some filler cards, like discount point cards from grocery stores and restaurants. 

5. Use the mugger's wallet for minor expenses in case a mugger is out and watching you, so they 
believe it's real. 

6.  Carry your real wallet somewhere else in a less visible, less accessible place. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Man Posting Blue Ribbons on Mailboxes to Show Support for Police 

Posted: Oct 2, 2015 11:15 PM CST, 3 minutes 
By Lauren Squires 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) -  
One Memphis man is doing his part to support our police officers.  In light of several officers and 
deputies killed in the line of duty, including  Memphis police officer Sean Bolton, he has taken to 
placing blue ribbons around mailboxes in his neighborhood. 
 
"You've got to learn to respect people that leave their home every day to protect us, not knowing if 
they're going to come home.” said Jack Pristen. 
 
Pristen was inspired by a post on Facebook to take action in his own Memphis neighborhood. 
"To find something small just to say thank you and let them know that we support them and that's 
what we're doing." 
 
The post showed a group out of Chicago canvassing neighborhoods and posting blue ribbons on 
mailboxes in support of Chicago police.  Pristen loved the idea and purchased all the blue ribbons he 
could find.  He cut them, attached a letter explaining the project, and went door-to-door. 
 
"All it took was a thumbs up.  That's what we're trying to do; let them know we are here for them,” 
Pristen said. 
 
He said especially after Officer Bolton was shot and killed in August, he is hoping to send a message 
that police are always welcome. 
 
"We don't see the police in my neighborhood often, but when they do come here, we want them to 
know that we've got their back." 
 
One neighbor whose son is an officer said this small gesture means the world to her and others with 
loved ones out every day. 
 
"I'm hoping that people see actions like these and they reach out and try to build that bridge 
between civilians and officers." 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

 

Property Protection Device Bombs Burglars With Pepper Spray 

Posted: Nov 18, 2015 5:52 PM CST, 3 minutes  
By Andy Wise 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - It's no secret that Andy Wise is a vocal proponent of the use of firearms for 
personal protection.  He's produced countless stories on the subject.  He carries and trains with a 
KAHR K40 semi-automatic and has been a licensed handgun carrier for 12 years.  But not everyone is 
comfortable with firearms.  Also, firearms are a singular component of personal and property 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/category/302403/honoring-officer-bolton
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protection.  Personal protection advocates typically diversify their safety plan with multiple means of 
securing their person and property.  That is why Andy is considering the Burglar Bomb as another 
component in his personal protection plan. 

The base model, Burglar Bomb AB-2000, costs $78 and can be installed within the entrance of a 
closet, room, or storage shed.  Equipped with a camouflaged trip wire, the Burglar Bomb will release 
an entire canister of pepper spray into the area when someone trips the wire and breaks the seal. 

No waiting on the police.  No damage to your property. 

The Burglar Bomb is such a surprise and it's so debilitating, a burglar will be busting to get out 
seconds after getting in. 

"He just changes his mind about what he's doing--just wants to get out of there," Burglar Bomb 
inventor and President Jeffrey Fink said. 

In a controlled test inside one of the very things the Burglar Bomb claims to protect (a storage shed), 
we hid a $15,000 engagement ring on loan from Coradini Fine Jewelers in Collierville, Tennessee. 

One of our best personal protection sources, martial artist Dale Bourie of USA Karate, played the 
thief.  He broke into the shed, tripped the Burglar Bomb, and frantically searched for the hidden 
ring. 

In 35 seconds, the pepper spray spewing from the Burglar Bomb was so strong, it had the entire 
news crew coughing outside the shed. 

In 50 seconds, Bourie couldn't take it anymore.  He gave up on the ring and nearly gave up his lunch! 

"I was motivated to get that ring, but after a while, I couldn't take it anymore," Bourie wheezed. 

Think about this:  Bourie knew there was a Burglar Bomb installed in the shed, and it still forced him 
out of it in under a minute.  Just imagine a burglar breaking in and having no clue about what he just 
activated. 

"He gets hit with something totally unexpected," Fink said.  "He doesn't know what it is.  He has no 
idea what it could do to him, doesn't know if it's poisonous or fatal, which it isn't.  It's highly 
concentrated, natural-grade pepper spray.  But he doesn't know that.  That fear alone can give him 
second thoughts and want to get out of there immediately." 

"I would be concerned how it would affect your pets," USA Karate's Robby Beard said.  "How it gets 
into the actual ventilation of your house, the heat and air units?  Will it pull it in and throw it into a 
nursery, so to speak?" 

"You just go outside, and the effects will subside.  That's all there is to it," Fink explained. 

Sure enough, as Bourie doused the stinging pepper spray from his head and eyes with a garden 
hose, Beard and I went into the shed 15 minutes after the Burglar Bomb chased Bourie away.  The 
stinging scent was gone. 

The Burglar Bomb's trip wire cloaks itself very well, and it can be easily removed.  The canister also 
includes a safety pin to prevent it from being unintentionally activated. 

The Burglar Bomb also comes in more expensive and sophisticated models, including the $645 
Interceptor.  It uses a motion sensor instead of a trip wire.  Andy tested it as well, and found that it is 
very effective. 

Find the Burglar Bomb's complete product line here. 

http://www.burglarbomb.com/
http://karatememphis.com/
http://store.burglarbomb.com/main.sc
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Another valuable device in your personal protection plan could be security cameras.  Andy looked 
into how to make sure your family is buying the right camera for your needs.  Click here for that 
story. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Improving Eyewitnesses:  What Investigators Need From Us 
Posted: Nov 01, 2015 4:14 PM CST, 2 minutes  
By Jerica Phillips 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Several times over the past few weeks, detailed eye-witness accounts helped 
detectives track down people accused of very violent acts.  Darrin Walker, for example, is 
charged with aggravated rape after three women described their attacker and the vehicle he drove. 

If you were the victim of a crime, could you accurately describe the assailant to police? 
 
WMC Action News 5 conducted an exercise in empowerment to help make us all better eye-
witnesses.  We put Mid-Southerners to the test by staging a fake-crime in our parking lot. 

We used morning producer Adam as our suspect.  

Our volunteers, three local women, thought they were just here for an interview. 

After Adam “stole” a purse out of a car nearby and took off, our volunteers’ first reaction was to 
chase after him.  After convincing them to stay back, they immediately started taking in his 
description. 
 
So, what did our witnesses remember?  The women were able to accurately describe his clothes, 
race, weight, and age range.  They were a little off on his height though, and when it came time to 
describing Adam's face, they struggled. 
 
Ex-police officer and private investigator Marti Miller knows what it takes to be a good witness.  She 
said clothes can be changed.  Focus on the things that can't be changed. 
 
"Take in as much information as you can," Miller said.  "Even if you don’t think it’s significant, to law 
enforcement, it may be." 

The mock-crime our volunteers witnessed was not real, but many women find themselves in real, 
and much more dangerous situations.  That's when it gets scary. 
 
"Are you going to fight, or are you going to just try and live through it?" Miller said.  "If you're just 
going to try and live through it, pay attention to everything you can." 

As much as you want to forget and look away, don't.  Take in the assailant's face. 
 
"None of us are exactly the same," Miller said.  "There are a certain amount of hair colors, but we 
are shaped different.  Our cheekbones are different; verbiage is different; teeth are different." 

What does their voice sound like?  Do they have holes in their ears?  Do they have tattoos? 
 
"Pay attention to the hands," Miller said.  "Their hands are going to be on you." 
 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/30090343/finding-the-wise-buys-in-home-camera-surveillance-systems
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/30090343/finding-the-wise-buys-in-home-camera-surveillance-systems
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/30282527/suspected-serial-rapist-arrested-in-dallas-tx
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/30282527/suspected-serial-rapist-arrested-in-dallas-tx
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Look for scars.  Take in everything about the suspect that makes them unique.  Then, tell someone. 
Document everything you remember as soon as you can.  You may not realize it, but the tiniest little 
detail could be exactly what catches the bad guy. 
 
"You are a victim, but you can turn around and be the hero," Miller said.  So focus on being the 
hero." 

If a car is involved, obviously try to get the make, model, and color of the car.  What else?  

- Pay attention to where buttons are in the car or other things that stand out, like an air freshener.  
- Look for papers or receipts in the car for clues about where they possibly, work, live or where 
they've been.  
- Look for items that indicate certain habits of the person, like brands of cigarettes.  
- Pay attention to the interior colors, cloth or leather seats, and cleanliness or messiness of the car.  
- Look for dents on the car, imperfections to the exterior, bumper stickers or special license plate 
holders. 

Throughout Wednesday, WMC Action News 5's Facebook page posted several tests designed to see 
how observant you are.    

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Memphis Police Body Cameras Not Operational 
Posted:  Nov 12, 2015 1:54 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Janice Broach  

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Memphis police issued more than 1,600 body cameras to police officers. 

However, they are not operational yet because, according to police, the software and equipment 
has not been put into place.  District Attorney Amy Weirich requested that the department stand 
down on using the cameras.  Memphis police said she felt officers needed training on how to use the 
video for court cases.  

A body camera likely would have answered questions about the shooting death of a 19-year-old by a 
Memphis police officer. 

“Conner Schilling should have been fired, indicted and charged with first degree murder.  That’s the 
crime he committed," Stewart's mother said. 

If Officer Connor Schilling had been issued a body camera, Darrius Stewart’s mother and 
investigators likely would know if Schilling should have been charged in Stewart’s death.  It is unclear 
when the Memphis police body cameras will be working.   

Body cameras in Louisiana already shed light on what could have been a controversial case.  A 6-
year-old boy died after two deputy marshals opened fire on the car he and his father were in.  The 
marshals’ body cameras showed the child’s father had his hands up when the marshals started 
shooting.  They have been charged with murder. 

In September, Memphis Police Director Toney Armstrong said the body cameras should be up and 
running by at least mid-October.  It is almost mid-November.  Mayor A C Wharton said he does not 
know when the cameras will be fully operational.  WMC Action News 5 is working to learn more 
about when the cameras will be in use. 
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“We’re going to deliver on every one of those promises," said Wharton.  "But when we do, we’re 
going to do it right.”  

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Issues & Answers 

Education & Family 

October 1, 2015 thru December 31, 2015 
 
 

Students Explore Aircraft, Learn About Life for Naval Aviators 
Posted: Oct 2, 2015 6:01 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Felicia Bolton 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Hundreds of students spent Thursday afternoon learning about some of the 
U.S. Navy's best pilots and the aircraft they fly.  Pilots, crewmen and other Navy members from 
around the country flew into Wilson Air to teach interested students what it's like to fly for the Navy. 

Students got to sit in the cockpit of helicopters used overseas.  They learned how jets can brake fast 
enough to avoid falling into the sea when landing on aircraft carriers.  One student asked a question 
only an adolescent boy could get away with. 

"What happens if you need to use the bathroom?" 

After a good laugh, the pilot explained how important it is to make sure you prepare for long flights 
before they begin. 

The crown jewel of the lineup was the F-18F Super Hornet.  The Super Hornet is the Navy's all-
purpose strike fighter.  It can basically do anything.  It replaced the F-14 Tomcat in 1999 as the 
Navy's primary fighter jet.  To date, it has flown all over the world in about every type of mission 
imaginable.  The Boeing-produced jet is completely digital and it can travel at speeds faster than 
mach 1--although its actual top speed is classified.  Of course, all that technology does not come 
cheap. 

"This particular model, brand new, runs about $85 million," Super Hornet pilot "Teddy" said.  Teddy 
still flies active missions around the world, and he did not want us to use his real name.  Some of 
Teddy's friends ended up on an ISIS hit list when their names were inadvertently published. 

It's another lesson for the students.  These military aircraft are undoubtedly amazing pieces of 
technology and engineering but flying them takes dedication, patience, and bravery. 

To learn more about how to become a naval aviator, click here. 

 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserve 
 
 

Bikers Plan to Honor Vets This Weekend 
Posted: Oct 8, 2015 6:01 PM CST, 1 minute 
By Chris Best 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - It's going to be a beautiful weekend to get out and ride.  And if you are on 
the road Saturday, stop by and say "hi" to a local veteran.  The U.S. Military Veterans Motorcycle 
Club is hosting an event at the corner of Court and McNeil Saturday.  They are inviting folks to stop 
by and let veterans know that they are not forgotten.  After you warm up the pipes on your bike, 

http://www.navy.com/careers/aviation/naval-aviators.html
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you'll want to warm your pipes too.  That's because there will be a presentation of colors & the 
National Anthem.  The fun and a cookout will be Saturday from 10-2 at 1465 Court, so stop by. 

Be careful out there, and please follow me on social media. 
 
www.Facebook.com/TVBikerDad 
 
Twitter: @WMChrisBest 
 
Instagram: Biker_Dad_WMC 
 
Chris Best is the Assistant News Director for WMC Action News 5.  He's a husband and father of four, 
He's also a motorcycle enthusiast. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Elementary School Honors Beloved Teacher Who Recently Passed 

Posted: Oct 9, 2015 4:02 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Jerica Phillips 
 
Memphis, TN (WMC) - The men of Willow Oaks Optional Elementary showed up in numbers 
Thursday morning to uniquely honor a man they respected and admired. 
 
Ronald Atkins was a beloved substitute teacher at the school for many years until his death two 
weeks ago, when he suffered a heart attack.  His wife, Peggy Love-Atkins, said he was an excellent 
role model for boys. 
 
"He taught them to speak correctly and carry themselves as young men," said Love-Atkins.  
 
Principal Pat Alexander helped organize the school's first Ronald Atkins Walk Your Kids to School 
Day.  "These are dads, step-dads, granddads, uncles, scout coaches," said Willow Oaks Principal Pat 
Alexander.  "We wanted to honor Mr. Atkins with a salute to all of the men who are important in our 
children's lives." 
 
Fathers came out before the bell rang to greet students and walk them to class. 
 
"You can't beat that, anytime a male gets involved or a dad gets involved, that's a plus for a child," 
said grandfather Grailen Johnson.  
 
Atkin's daughter is a fifth grader at Willow Oaks.  "They love my dad and love me too and it makes 
me feel good," said Atkins.  
 
Principal Alexander would like the dad's day to become a tradition.  "It's a wonderful event and we 
look for opportunities to bring parents into the school and welcome their participation at every 
level," said Alexander.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/TVBikerDad


Page 9 of 28 

 

Love-Atkins said her husband was a treasure that any school would've been proud to have, and she's 
appreciative of the support.  "It was fantastic, I had no idea that so many men remember him, they 
loved him, and respected him so we feel overwhelmed. 
 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Computer System Glitch Delays Municipal Election Results 

Posted: Oct 9, 2015 10:48 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Lauren Squires 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Voters were in the dark Thursday night as a computer glitch kept election 
results from coming in about an hour after the polls closed.  

"Normally you do find out quick, but I didn't find out until this morning," voter Chrystaline Fenton 
said. 

Fenton wasn't alone.  The computer glitch kept almost everyone in the dark about who led the 
different races.  Shelby County Election Commission Chairman Robert Meyers said the problem took 
a while to resolve.  But even once it was fixed, their computers ran very slowly. 

However, Meyers added that the integrity of the election was not compromised. 

"In order to ensure the candidates and the voters that their votes did in fact count," Meyers said. 
"We had no issue with tabulation.  What we had is issues with publication of those tabulated 
results." 

He said the day brought perspective and the understanding that something needs to change. 

"If we need to somehow change, process or upgrade a computer or do some additional training for 
staff, whatever we learn from this we will act on," Meyers explained. 

According to Meyers, managers met with the IT department early Friday morning to discuss why the 
glitch kept them from reporting the results until after 10:30 p.m. 

This isn't the first time that voters have seen issues on election night.  Many Memphians are echoing 
Meyer's call for change. 

"I can get an American Idol countdown quicker than I can find out who my mayor is," one resident 
said. 

The State Election Commission appoints the head of the county election 
commissions; however, state legislators can make recommendations.  To learn more about the 
election commission, click here. 

The Division of Elections in Nashville did said they're aware of the delayed results and they are also 
investigating the situation. 

Meanwhile, Meyers said his team is working hard to prepare for the run-off elections. 

"We have had issues in the past and this again is a bump or stain on our reputation." 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

http://sos.tn.gov/products/elections/about-commission?clienttype=generic
http://sos.tn.gov/products/elections/about-commission?clienttype=generic
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Education Funding Tops the Election Ballot in Mississippi 

Posted: Nov 3, 2015 11:07 PM CST, 1 minute 
By Lauren Squires 
 

Southaven, MS (WMC) - Mississippi voters will head to the polls on Tuesday.  A number of positions 
are up for election and several issues are on the ballot.  Tuesday's races include all state, district, and 
county elected officials and members of legislation. 

One of the most talked about issues is Initiative 42, which is all about funding for education.  There 
are two options on the ballot:  one for the amendment and another for an alternative, Initiative 42-
A. 

Initiative 42 would make education a constitutional right in Mississippi.  It calls for the state to fully 
fund schools and comes with a $201 million price tag, because the state has under-funded schools 
18 of the past 20 years. 

Initiative 42-A is the alternative to the amendment.  This amendment still says the state should fund 
public schools, but it gives legislatures more leeway when deciding how much funding is actually 
"adequate and efficient." 

For a break down on the amendment and the alternative, click here. 

If you plan to vote, take a photo I.D. to your polling place. 

Polls opened at 7 a.m. and will remain open until 7 p.m.  Election commissioners expect very low 
voter turnout. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 
 

New Free App for Reporting Non-Emergencies in Memphis 
Posted:  Nov 9, 2015 8:26 AM CST, 2 minutes 
By Andy Wise 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - In an effort to curb non-emergency calls to its overburdened 911 system, the 
city of Memphis launched an app for citizens to report non-emergencies.  Memphis 311 is a free 
download for Android and iPhone (Android users, download it here.  iPhone users, download it 
here). 

Launch the app, click on the report button, and you can take a picture of that pothole, broken street 
light, etc, write a description, then submit it to the city right from you smart phone.  The app piggy-
backs your phone's GPS to automatically record the location of your non-emergency. 

"The service request goes to the city's 311 center and then to the appropriate department for 
resolution," said Brent Nair, chief information officer for the city of Memphis.  "With a picture, staff 
can hone in on exactly what the issue is, saving time." 

Memphis 311 also sports an issues button.  City residents can click on it to request city services like 
recycle bins and sewer maintenance.  

Its most interesting feature: a neighbors button.  It searches within the immediate area for citizens 
who have already registered on the app.  It reveals how many reports those citizens have submitted, 
the nature of their reports and whether they were successfully closed. 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/30207701/voter-resource-information-for-initiative-42-and-42-a
http://www.sos.ms.gov/Elections-Voting/Documents/Initiative%20Brochure%20%209%2014%202015%20APPROVED%20TO%20PRINT.pdf
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.seeclickfix.memphis311.app
https://itunes.apple.com/bt/app/memphis-311/id993723645?mt=8
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"This allows for citizens to see if a problem has been reported for a specific address or intersection," 
Nair said.  "If they see the problem has been already reported, they become aware of the issue and 
do not report a duplicate issue.  Also, they are able to comment or agree this is a problem and finally 
see when an issue is resolved." 

One drawback of this feature:  if you're a registered user and file a report, your location can be seen 
by everyone using the app.  We suggest you use Memphis 311 as an unregistered user to avoid 
sharing your address. 

"I think it's a pretty good concept," Memphis College of Art student Samuel Lippin said.  "Saves time 
for police officers.  Saves time for major stuff instead of (police) having to spend time on small stuff. 
It's a pretty good idea." 

 
Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Issues & Answers 

Healthcare 

October 1, 2015 thru December 31, 2015 
 
 
African American Women Less Likely to Get Breast Cancer, Higher Mortality Rate 
Posted:  Oct 3, 2015 9:22 AM CDT, 2 minutes  
By Felicia Bolton 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - A health center on wheels is making preventative health easy for all women. 

The Baptist Women's Health Center Mobile Mammography unit brings early screening directly to 
women, potentially saving their lives. 

"Don't let your fear of breast cancer delay it," said Dr. Stephen Edge, Director of Baptist Cancer 
Center.  "In fact, we know that the majority of women who are detected with an early breast cancer 
or small breast cancer are cured of the cancer." 

According to medical experts, African-American women are less likely to get breast cancer, but are 
more likely to die from the disease. 

"If you are black and you get breast cancer, you're more than twice as likely to die from that breast 
cancer," Edge said. 

The President of Baptist Medical Group Oncology clarified that genetic factors are not usually the 
cause of death. 

"The reasons for that are probably primarily economic, access to care and other types of cultural 
barriers," Edge explained. 

Baptist Cancer Center has a program that provides women who qualify with free mammograms.  
The program was funded through a grant from the KOMEN foundation. 

The hospital also gives mammograms through their mobile unit for organizations and events. 

"So, we as Memphians have an enormous job in front of us to break down those barriers, to really 
stop this epidemic," Edge added. 

Call 901-227-PINK (7465) to schedule a mammogram or get more information about breast health. 

 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Fun Factor High At Ride to Fight On 
Posted:  Oct 6, 2015 6:36 PM CDT, 2 minutes 
By Joe Birch 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - It was this rider’s first organized cycling event in many a moon.  Got up 
before dawn, put on the cycling outfit that had been laid out carefully the night before the Ride to 
Fight On .  Went through a mental checklist, “Remember to put your bicycle on the rack on the back 

http://give.mlh.org/site/PageServer?pagename=RTFO15_home
http://give.mlh.org/site/PageServer?pagename=RTFO15_home
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of the car.”  Check.  “Remember the key to your new Fort Knox bike locks.”  Check.  “Remember 
your helmet.”  Done!  Luckily, people with far better organizational skills had everything in order for 
the second annual charity ride that supports the University of Tennessee / West Institute for Cancer 
Research. 

Valerie Morris and Patrick Collins of Morris Marketing Group did a world class job registering all the 
riders and securing a spectacular slate of sponsors and splendid volunteers.  These events require 
perseverance on the part of the organizers before anyone gets to the starting line.  The Morris 
Group had to iron out countless details, including the presence of a police officer or sheriff’s deputy 
at every red light along the far flung routes.  It made all the difference out on the course! 

Before all the pedaling began, Valerie and Patrick had this electronic town crier make a few 
announcements as everyone lined up to ride either 15, 45, 62 or 100 miles.  As a long time runner of 
Mid-South marathons, half marathons, and countless 5Ks, one could see the field of riders was 
filled with familiar faces who’ve made the transition from pounding the pavement to gliding over it 
on magnificent machines. 

There was even a squad of serious cyclists who launched their five-day ride from Memphis to 
Rosemary Beach, FL.  Those riders, including Campbell Clinic’s Dr. David LaVelle, would raise some 
$150,000 in their 531 mile “Ride to Rosemary” fight against breast cancer.  The Florida-bound 
cyclists took off first to the cheers of the 700+ field that included some serious athletes who would 
zip through 100 miles before lunch! 

Marx and Bendsdorf Cycling Team and Astellas Oncology Cycling Team were the two “Elite” teams 
that finished along with Mark Parker of UBS Financial, finishing in four hours 23 minutes to earn the 
coveted belt buckle for the under five hour time challenge.  Oh to be young and fit!  This now 60-
year-old news reporter managed to cover 45 percent of the 100 mile course in about the same time 
as the youthful speedsters! 

The course took the rolling throng from Downtown to Midtown and directly in front of our home 
sweet home.  Managed to pass our driveway and avert the temptation to return to the pillow, 
obtaining witnesses to my staying the course once our mailbox was in the rear-view mirror.  Rode 
down to Harbor Town and then north toward Shelby Forest.  The arduous climb in north Shelby 
County was made cheerier by fellow riders who exchanged humorous observations along the way 
and then proceeded to blast up steep inclines with ease, leaving this pedal pusher in their dust. 

The SAG (Support and Gear) stop at the Shelby Forest General Store was a particular hoot with all 
kinds of characters taking pictures, enjoying food and the fact that 27 miles of our 45 mile journey 
were behind us. 

The ride from Shelby Forest back to the finish at FedEx Forum in Downtown Memphis was mostly 
downhill, so the last 18 miles were a relative piece of cake.  Speaking of food, there was a ton of it 
waiting in the tents set up for riders, who enjoyed massages, adult beverages, and opportunities to 
meet many of the generous sponsors of the Ride to Fight On. 

The event raised $475,000 for UT scientists to do their research under the West Cancer Center 
banner. 

In the parking lot, while reattaching the bike to the car, a smiling fellow cyclist introduced me to his 
wife who had just rode 45 miles with him.  She had suffered the horrors of cancer and conquered 
the disease. 

“This is my survivor,” he said, confirming that those who named the Ride to Fight On knew exactly 
what they were doing.       

http://vmorrismarketing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WingsRide?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/WingsRide?fref=nf
http://marxbensdorfcycling.com/
http://www.astellascycling.com/
http://financialservicesinc.ubs.com/team/parker/meetourteam.html
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Code Orange Alert Downgraded, Mid-South Air Quality Now ‘Moderate’ 
Posted:  Oct 15, 2015 4:42 PM CDT, 2 minutes 
By Ben Watson 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - The air quality Code Orange Alert for Shelby, DeSoto, and Crittenden 
counties expired at 12:30 a.m. Thursday, and now those counties are under a moderate air quality 
alert.  The mulch fire causing these air quality alerts started burning Tuesday afternoon.  The worst 
of the smoke caused a Code Orange Alert on Wednesday after an air quality monitor at Shelby Farms 
recorded unhealthy levels of particulate matter in the air. 

Thursday's moderate alert means the air quality returned to acceptable levels, but people who are 
unusually sensitive to air pollution could have problems breathing in the air. 

The National Weather Service took to Facebook on Wednesday morning to explain what was 
keeping the smoke in the air despite the worst of the fire being extinguished. 

Firefighters spent Tuesday fighting a brush and mulch fire off Interstate 240 and Macon Road.  The 
fire started around noon.  Teddy Hubbard said he was one of the first people to see and hear it. 

"It was obviously roaring," Hubbard said.  "You could hear it from several hundred yards away; you 
could hear the flames engulfing whatever it was burning." 

Smoke filled neighborhoods in the area, with several people contacting WMC Action News 5 to try 
and figure out what was happening. 

What was burning was a large pile of mulch.  The blaze sent heavy smoke throughout the area. 

"We came in this morning; it was so thick you could barely see the interstate,” said Darrell Pittman. 

Pittman owns Vans to Go on Summer Avenue.  He said the smoke was so thick that he considered 
closing. 

"I've already had complaints from my customers on it this morning, but if it continued or we have 
somebody we have to show a vehicle to--they've got allergies; you know that's going to affect 
them." 

WMC Action News 5 meteorologists have been monitoring problems the smoke is causing. 

"Biggest problem with the smoke is the smoke for people who are downwind of it,” Meteorologist 
Ron Childers said.  “With the winds being out of the southwest, that means people who are in 
northeastern Shelby County of that area of mulch, they are going to be heavily affected by it.” 

Hubbard said he was so amazed by the fire, he took out his camera phone and began recording it. 

Rodgers and his pollution team at the health department issued a warning about the smoke.  They 
have an air monitor in the area and Rodgers said this blaze could cause health problems for the 
young, old and anyone with a respiratory illness. 

“This is registering some pretty high numbers that we consider potentially dangerous to someone's 
health; anyone that might be in the plume of the fire.” 

Ron Childers said it may take a while before the smoke totally clears from the area. 
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"It is very thick and because the wind is so light, it is not going to dissipate as much and linger 
around longer,” he said. 

Residents said they have been told it may take fire crews another day to put the fire out. 

The odor was detectable Wednesday along the nearby Shelby Farms Greenline. 

"I never had any sort of respiratory problems until I came here to Memphis -- because of the 
allergies and stuff," said Memphis Alice Murikan." 

Murikan and her dog Pluto were out for a walk and planned on paying more attention to health 
alerts prompted by the fire. 

Rodgers conveyed that doing so was a good idea. 

"Even healthy people should try and like reduce extra exertion or activity in that smokey area," he 
said. 

Investigators said the best way to prevent fires like this is to make sure mulch beds are kept moist. 
The cause of the fire is still under investigation. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

Doctors Making A Difference In A Medical Desert 
Posted: Nov 3, 2015 11:04 AM CDT, 2 minutes  
By Lauren Squires 
 
MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Doctors in Memphis are reaching out to help those in neighborhoods with 
little access to healthcare.  "You get a total package here," Diego Espinoza, resident doctor, said.  
Espinoza works at Resurrection Healthcare, but that's not all. 
 
"I choose it every day.  I continue to choose to be here to work among the poor, the needy and 
those who need health care the most," Espinoza said. 
 
Although he works at Resurrection Health on American Way and Delta Medical Center in 
Whitehaven, he lives in Frayser.  It is a neighborhood known as a medical desert.  There is no easy 
access to healthcare. 

"Here in Shelby County, there are a lot more patients needing doctors, where in other parts of 
Memphis, there are doctors competing for patients," Espinoza said. 

When Espinoza leaves his job, his day only begins. 

Together with his wife, who has a PhD in Food Science, they build relationships with neighbors and 
help with healthcare needs.  In many cases, he helps avoid an unnecessary trip to the ER or walk-in 
clinic.  

Espinoza is only one of several doctors involved in reaching medical desert communities in Shelby 
County.  Patients said the efforts paid off. 

"He's a great help.  He helps with my toothaches, my kids, especially this one.  This is my preemie," 
Casey Jackson, resident, said. 

Jackson moved in the neighborhood about seven months ago.  Her family developed a relationship 
with Espinoza and his family, while also taking advantage of his knowledge. 



Page 16 of 28 

 

"From the time I met him, I was pregnant, to when I had him, he was able to guide me through it," 
Jackson said. 

Espinoza said it is about building relationships in the community.  He said he, along with dozens of 
other Resurrection Health resident doctors, are simply here to serve. 

"I'm not a super hero.  I didn't come into the world to save it.  We do community.  We are a 
community, so we make ourselves available," Espinoza said.   

 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 
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Issues & Answers 

Consumer Awareness 

October 1, 2015 thru December 31, 2015 
 

How to Make Your Own DIY Safe Room 
By Jerica Phillips 
Posted:  Oct 7, 2015 11:29 AM CST, 2 minutes 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - If there's an intruder in your house, you may need to think quickly and run to 
safety.  Industrial safe rooms can include reinforced steel doors, fire-resistant barriers and armor 
plating to stop bullets.  But those protections don't come cheap-- this kind of safe room can start at 
$15 thousand.  However, experts said you don't need to spend big to stay safe. 

"If there is an intruder in your house, stop and listen," said safety expert and former police officer 
Marti Miller.  "If you hear noise and movement, go to your closet." 

Miller said your closet can become a safe room with just a few household items and a lock on the 
inside. 

Miller said if you wake up to a possible break in, never scream for help.  Instead, grab your cell 
phone and car keys before you quietly go into the closet and shut the door.  Have a lock installed on 
whatever door you choose to use as your safe room. 

"You have all kinds of weapons in your closet," added Miller. 

Once inside, call 911 immediately.  Then, hit the panic button on your car's key chain.  After a few 
seconds, the neighbors will start looking out their windows to see who is out there and what is going 
on. 

Miller also said you should keep things like a fire extinguisher in your closet.  The force of the spray 
alone can startle an intruder if he gets past the door.  She also suggests that you keep wasp and 
pepper spray on a shelf.  Each of these items is usually under $10 at most retail stores. 

"This stuff sticks to you, it burns like there's no tomorrow and he's on the ground screaming like 
there's no tomorrow," Miller explained. 

Miller even suggested that you keep a gun in your closet. 

Even a high heel shoe can be used as a weapon. 

"You go that way, trying to hit him in the face, get him in the face," said Miller. 

Remember, fighting back is only an option if the bad guy gets past the door.  Miller said otherwise, 
do not come out of the closet until you know you're safe, even if it means having your valuables 
stolen. 

"If they are going to rob your house and take things, it's not worth your life," said Miller.  "The cops 
are on their way anyway.  Don't try to leave your closet.  Stay put." 

By taking the steps to turn your closet into a safe room, you get one more layer of protection back in 
your own hands. 
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Lumber Liquidators Suspends Sales of Flooring For Formaldehyde Content 
Posted:  Oct 15, 2015 2:18 PM CST, 2 minutes 
By Andy Wise  
 

Memphis (WMC-TV) - Lumber Liquidators announced Thursday it will suspend sales of its Chinese-
made CARB 2 laminate flooring, as WMC Action News 5's own testing revealed a Cordova, TN, 
customer's flooring exceeds safety standards for formaldehyde. 

The WMC Action News 5 Investigators commissioned EMSL Analytical, Inc., a New Jersey-based 
laboratory that specializes in the chemical carcinogen, to test Cordova's Don Declue's laminate 
flooring.  Back in March, we confirmed Declue's flooring, purchased at the discount flooring retailer's 
Memphis store on Appling Farms Parkway, is the same flooring exposed by 60 Minutes for 
potentially unsafe levels of formaldehyde. 

EMSL's testing revealed Declue's flooring exceeded the acceptable safety standards of the 
Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA), the American Conference of Government 
Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) and the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD). 

"It did show a level that is the range of concern," said EMSL's Industrial Hygiene Lab Business 
Development Manager Stephen Siegel.  "Typically, once you're in that range, it doesn't mean you 
need to tear up the flooring or hire a contractor.  It means it's time to conduct an air quality test 
within the home." 

"I really don't want it," Declue declared.  "I thought it was a safe product." 

Declue has yet to order Lumber Liquidators' free air quality testing kit.  

But Robin Varnadoe has. 

Varnadoe, of Shelby Forest, ordered the kit to test her flooring.  Invoices confirmed hers is also the 
Chinese-made CARB 2 flooring from Lumber Liquidators, installed in 2011. 

She said she's already tested her home's air quality and sent the kit back to Lumber Liquidators.  

"I'm not really expecting a good result," she said, "I believe every bit of it needs to be recalled." 

Lumber Liquidators stopped short of ordering a voluntary recall of the flooring.  Instead, it directed 
all 356 stores to stop selling the Chinese-made laminate flooring, pending a review of the retailer's 
sourcing procedures. 

In a news release, the retailer said it will continue to provide free air quality testing kits to customers 
who can prove they purchased the flooring at one of its stores.  According to the release, customers 
whose kits determine their air quality exceeds safety standards will be asked to fill out a validation 
survey to confirm they used the kits as directed. 

"Based upon information gathered from the validation survey, the company will take additional 
steps that may include further in-home air testing and testing of floor samples from the customer," 
the release said. 

"I have no confidence that the air quality test is accurate," Varnadoe said.  "Because it's Lumber 
Liquidators that has hired this company to do this.  I just don't think it will be done correctly." 

http://www.emsl.com/
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/28563174/andy-wise-advocates-for-1st-official-mid-south-complaint-against-lumber-liquidators
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/lumber-liquidators-linked-to-health-and-safety-violations/
http://www.lumberliquidators.com/ll/testkit
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As for the possibility of a federal government recall of the flooring, U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission Chairman Elliot F. Kaye said, "We are actively investigating laminate flooring products 
from Lumber Liquidators.  Our work will take some time and often the science does not provide the 
clarity we all wish it would.   We are already coordinating closely with our federal partners so 
consumers can have answers as quickly as possible." 

For Lumber Liquidators' complete update on the status of its laminate flooring, please click here. 

For Kaye's complete statement on his agency's investigation, please click here. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 
 

Sheriff’s ‘Sticker Tracker’ Campaign Wards Off Thieves 
By Andy Wise  
Posted:  Nov 19, 2015 4:59 AM CST, 3 minutes 
 

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Copper crooks and appliance thieves, here's your sign.  It's the sign outside 
that Shelby County subdivision or house that says, "This Property Contains Units That Are Equipped 
With A 24 Hour Tracking System."  It's the shield sticker slapped on an air conditioning unit that 
reads, "This Unit Is Protected by a 24-Hr Tracking System Monitored by The Shelby County Sheriff's 
Office". 

Feel lucky?  Go ahead.  Snatch it. 

The Shelby County Sheriff's ALERT squad (Area Law Enforcement & Retail Team) will know the 
second that unit hits the flatbed of your truck.  The elite retail theft team has a secret number of 
GPS tracking systems inside air conditioning condenser units and appliances all over rental 
properties and new home construction in Shelby County.  We know how many, but we're not telling 
you -- or the thieves. 

But ALERT's giving fair warning by slapping those stickers and staking those signs on property all over 
the county. 

"We're going to implement this throughout Shelby County with all the business owners and the 
builders," said ALERT Det. Bo Beck.  "Hopefully, these stickers will let them know that hey, if you 
come over here to steal an A/C unit, a stove or a refrigerator, you will be caught.” 
 

"We've had about a 98% success rate using the technology." 

Neither ALERT nor the Shelby County Sheriff's Office could provide documented statistics on the 
success of its 'sticker tracker' technology, but ALERT did share a success story:  Justin Wright of 
Bartlett, Tennessee.  Records revealed he stole an A/C unit equipped with ALERT's tracking system.  

It led the cops right to him, and he sang like a canary. 

According to case documents, Wright "...showed detectives 104 addresses..." in two states where he 
stole property.  Thanks to ALERT's tracking system, detectives got every stolen item back, and 
Wright's serving four years in the Shelby County jail for theft -- with pending charges in Bartlett, 
Collierville and Southaven, Mississippi. 

"ALERT has come to our rescue many times," said Melissa Tilley, regional property manager of Main 
St. Renewal, LLC.  "It’s tracking system has recovered dozens of appliances stolen from our 
properties." 

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/lumber-liquidators-provides-laminate-flooring-111900655.html
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Newsroom/Press-Statements/CPSC-Chairman-Elliot-F-Kayes-statement-on-Lumber-Liquidators/
http://www.shelby-sheriff.org/le/alert.html
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"I think it's a fabulous idea," said Mike Warr, executive vice president for development for Porter-
Leath, a resource for Memphis at-risk children and families.  In 2011, thieves ransacked nearly all of 
the air conditioning units at the non-profit's Head Start school on American Way for their copper. 
"19 units completely destroyed," Warr said then. "$196,000 in damages." 

Four years later, Warr is slapping ALERT's stickers on every unit.  He dares thieves to guess which 
ones are being tracked.  "We're very vulnerable as a school.  Schools and churches, you know, 
everybody knows who's there, where and when.  So this new technology sounds really exciting." 

ALERT set up a demonstration of the technology.  Two of its detectives posed as thieves.  They 
"stole" a condenser unit marked with a sticker and equipped with a tracking device. 

The very second the unit was on the move, Beck was able to track its movement in real time on his 
smart phone.  We could track every turn, every street -- even down to a specific address -- that our 
"thieves" traveled while in possession of the unit. 

In 25 minutes, the system alerted Beck that they had stopped for an extended period of time.  It led 
us straight to a Bartlett warehouse -- and there they were with the air conditioning unit. 

"If they had seen the stickers, this wouldn't have been a problem," Beck joked. 

The sheriff's GPS tracking budget is $1,000 a year.  Its sticker and sign project is a one-time county 
budget expenditure of $1,310 with the possibility of renewal based on the interest of builders, 
property managers and citizens.  Shelby County businesses or residents wanting to inquire about the 
signs and stickers may contact ALERT at 901-222-5450. 

Copyright 2015 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.porterleath.org/
https://www.porterleath.org/
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Editorials by Tracey Rogers, General Manager 

October 1, 2015 thru December 31, 2015 

 

Uplifting Walk 
Friday, October 2, 2015 10:41 AM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
 
MEMPHIS, TN - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5.  

If you ever get down on your community, you just have to look a bit beneath the surface to find 

uplifting things going on around you.  Such was the case when we met a young teacher named Carl 

Schneider. 

Schneider teaches at Whitney Achievement Elementary in Frayser through the Teach for America 

program.  Recently, he was captured in a photo going the extra mile for his students by walking 

them home from school so they feel safe.  Schneider is part of a group of teachers who voluntarily 

rotate walking the students’ home.  They feel the kids are too young to walk alone.  The photo of 

Schneider with his students was snapped by a passerby, put on Facebook where it caught fire and 

spread. 

What warms your heart and makes you happy to live in the Mid-South?  Email me at 

ABetterMidsouth@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.  Carl Schneider 

and all the other teachers going the extra mile for their students make this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Safe Room 
Posted:  Oct 6, 2015 10:53 AM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN - Hi I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5. 

Like a lot of you, keeping my family safe is right at the top of my list of priorities.  When a 

Whitehaven woman hid in her closet and called 911 as a burglar ransacked her home -- the WMC 

Action News 5 Investigators had to take action.  Again, the goal is to empower you with smart 

information.  Here's a new one on me -- creating your own do it yourself safe room. 

Wednesday night at 10, Jerica Phillips will show you step-by-step how to protect yourself by creating 

a safe room and not spend a ton of money.  Do you have a safe room in your house?  If so, I would 

like to hear about it.  Email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A 

Better Mid-South. 

Protecting your family makes this A Better Mid-South.   
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Mayoral Election 
Posted:  October 9, 2015 2:46 PM CDT  
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
 
MEMPHIS, TN -  
Hi I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5.  The election is 

over and Memphis has a new Mayor.  Voters stated loud and clear they wanted a change.  It appears 

one of the first things that needs to change is the computerized vote counting system at the Shelby 

County Election Commission.  This was one of the most important elections in our history and they 

couldn't get the vote totals out in a timely manner.  The lag in the results was disappointing. 

But now on to bigger and better things.  Congratulations to Mayor Elect Jim Strickland and a hearty 

thank you to Mayor AC Wharton for his years of service.  Let me know your thoughts on this 

election.  Email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-

South. 

Mayor Elect Strickland, we are anxious to see your plans to make this A Better Memphis and a Better 

Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 

Teaching Our Children 
Posted:  October 12, 2015 1:56 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN -   (WMC-TV) - Hi.  I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC 
Action News 5.  As a mother, my son's safety is always top of mind.  And as our children grow older, 
we can't be there to protect them every minute of the day.  That's why it's critical we not only 
empower ourselves, but we also empower our children so they can protect themselves against 
crime. 
 

The WMC Action News 5 Investigators will show you the best safety techniques to teach your 

children Wednesday night at 10.  What are your biggest fears when it comes to your children and 

crime?  Email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-

South.   

Teaching our children how to protect themselves against crime make this a Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 
Why She Wears Pink 
Posted:  October 12, 2015 4:28 PM CDT 

http://www.wmctv.com/
http://www.wmctv.com/
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By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
 
MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -  Hello, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action News 5.  
Lukina Walker is a young woman who has faced one of life's most difficult hardships already.  It 
seems in this day and time, no one should have to lose a parent to breast cancer.  But it happens.   
 
Lukina is a digital producer here at WMC Action News 5 and she was brave enough to share her 

story of her mom's battle against this deadly disease.  Lukina wears pink for her mom.  I encourage 

you to read Lukina's story and tell us Who you Wear Pink For as we mark Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month. 

You can do both by going to my Facebook page A Better Mid-South.  You can also send your story to 

ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com and we will be happy to post your story.   

Breast cancer awareness and early detection for the disease will make this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

Let’s Move Memphis 
Posted:  October 21, 2015 4:27 PM CDT  
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -    Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-

TV.  Darryl Jackson is a charming young man who has taken it upon himself to make this a Better 

Memphis.  He said he runs races all over the country and he doesn't see a lot of people who look like 

him running the races and he definitely never runs a race in a community like South Memphis. 

That's why five years ago, Darryl helped create Let's Move Memphis, a 5k run/walk that follows a 

route through South Memphis.  The aim is to get folks moving and help fight the enduring problem 

of obesity, diabetes and other diseases.   

You can join Darryl and the members of St Andrew AME Church as they celebrate the 5th 

anniversary of the Let's Move Memphis run/walk on Saturday, November 7th.  You can sign up for 

the run/walk by going to my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.  There's a link for you to follow to 

the website. 

Darryl Jackson is a wonderful example of what it means to not just complain about a problem, do 

something about it.  Darryl Jackson is helping make this A Better and Healthier Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Mayor Elect on Crime 
Posted:  October 23, 2015 2:32 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  
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MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-TV.  As Jim 
Strickland prepares to transition into the Mayor's office in Memphis, there is a spotlight on who will 
lead the Memphis Police Department since crime is a major issue in our community.   
 
I was impressed with the way Strickland answered the question when asked if he would fire Police 

Director Toney Armstrong.  He responded by saying it's too early to tell.  You know violent crime is 

more than the police department. 

I suppose you could say that's a political response, but I choose to believe Mayor Elect Strickland is 

looking at the big picture. 

Is a new police director the answer to our crime problem or is it tackling the root causes of crime? 

Email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post a message on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-

South. 

Getting tough on crime in Memphis will make this a better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Don’t Put Me on Hold 
Posted:  October 27, 2015 4:40 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-

TV.  A call to 9-1-1 can be your only lifeline in times of trouble.  When seconds matter…and you are 

put on HOLD -- it's not okay. 

A WMC Action News 5 Investigation will reveal this week that happens too often and there are 

identifiable reasons for the problem.  This issue was apparent during the shooting death of Officer 

Sean Bolton.  Several neighbors reported trying to call 9-1-1 and not being able to get through. 

Thursday night at 10, Andy Wise will show you what's going on and what you can do to make sure 

you get through to help when you need to call 911. 

Have you ever had a problem getting through to 9-1-1?  If so, tell me about it by email at 

ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South. 

Providing a reliable 9-1-1 system makes this a better and safer Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

 

Clear the Shelters 
Posted:  October 30, 2015 3:40 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

http://www.wmctv.com/
http://www.wmctv.com/


Page 25 of 28 

 

MEMPHIS, TN -  
(WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC-TV.  WMC Action 

News 5 partnered with Memphis Animal Services and Hollywood Feed for a program called Clear the 

Shelters.  This program was aimed at finding forever homes for the many animals housed at M-A-S. 

There were some not happy that the program included free adoptions, fearing the animals might be 

adopted to less than savory characters.  But I want to tell you about the magic I witnessed when I 

was at Memphis Animal Services on Saturday for the event. 

The building was full of families with children who wanted nothing else, but to give one of these 

dogs or cats a loving home.  The event was well organized and the facility is beautiful and well 

maintained.  This past Saturday, more than 100 animals found new homes as a result.  Animals that 

may have been euthanized otherwise.   

I understand being passionate about animals.  I have three rescues of my own, but we must find new 

ways to save these animals. 

I contend Clear the Shelters worked and kudos to Memphis Animal Services for coming up with a 

good way to motivate people to want to adopt. 

Clear the Shelters is helping make this a Better Mid-South for you and the animals. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 

Grandma’s Safety 
Posted:  Nov 3, 2015  1:24 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at WMC.  
We all have people in our lives who mean the world to us and for me one of those people was my 
sweet Granny.  She lived to be in her 80's and I absolutely adored her. 
 
When I heard about the 88-year-old Memphis woman attacked and stabbed while letting her dog 

out in the middle of the afternoon, all I could think about was my sweet Granny.  I know there's a 

good chance you have someone, a grandmother, parent or neighbor you worry about and want 

them to be safe. 

That's why WMC Action News 5's Jerica Phillips will bring you special coverage Wednesday night at 

10.  Jerica will share empowering information about what older residents can do to protect 

themselves and what you can do to help. 

Do you have a safety tip you want to share?  If so, email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or 

post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South. 

Protecting our older residents from crime will make this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 

http://www.wmctv.com/
http://www.wmctv.com/
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IKEA 
Posted:  Nov 6, 2015 4:15 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute  

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC-TV) - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at WMC.       
I'm outraged at the controversy created by the Shelby County Tax Assessor Cheyenne Johnson that 
could keep IKEA from building in the Mid-South. 
 
It's as if every time we take a step forward, someone in our government system finds a way to try 
and block the progress.  Johnson says she reevaluated the property IKEA Memphis is supposed to 
build on and decided it is worth much more than she originally thought.   
 
Now, IKEA reps don't believe the store will open on time because of this dispute and they're now 
considering other options while fighting the appeal from the Shelby County Assessor's Office. 
Johnson should be doing what she can to encourage this kind of business to come to our city- 
instead she's worried about whether she is tough or not.  Johnson should do the right thing and stick 
with the original plan. 
 
Just think of the sales tax on goods alone, not to mention the jobs the store would create.  And 
having an IKEA is another way to put Memphis and the Mid-South on the map.   
Finding ways to bring IKEA and other new business to our area will make this A Better Mid-South. 

  Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
 

DUI Fight 
Posted:  Nov 13, 2015 2:20 PM CDT 
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute 

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) -     Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at WMC.     

Here's something outrageous:  Mississippi lawmakers confessed this week the state has the 
technology available to improve DUI reporting, but every county and court does not know how to 
use the technology.  How does this happen?  

This came to light as WMC Action News 5 Investigator Andy Wise was digging to find out why a 
seven-time DUI offender was behind the wheel when two Briarcrest students were hit and killed.   

Our own Dave Brown went with Andy to Jackson, Mississippi to push lawmakers to do something to 
prevent more deaths in the future. 

Dave has often said -- our work is not done.  We've seen improvements, but we still have too many 
people being hit and killed by drunk drivers. 

Monday night at 10, Dave, his wife Margaret and their family will share the story of the death of his 
daughter, granddaughter and unborn grandchild by a drunk driver.   

You may have heard the story before, but not like this. 

The work Dave and Margaret are doing to stop drunk drivers is making this A Better Mid-South. 

 
Copyright 2015 WMC-TV. All rights reserved. 
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Dateline       Friday     7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
This weekly network program profiles headline news and cold cases that have been solved by federal, 
state or local authorities. 
 
“Twisted Tale” Airs Friday, Oct 9 at 9pm/8c 
When Denise Huskins reappeared just two days after her boyfriend, Aaron Quinn, reported she was 
abducted from his Vallejo, California home, police accused the couple of perpetrating a hoax. But 
another, similar crime caused authorities to reexamine the case, and led to the unlikeliest of 
suspects. Josh Mankiewicz tells the story behind the worldwide headlines, including exclusive 
conversations with the accused kidnapper, and a woman who claims she too was a victim. 
 
"The Cosby Accusers Speak” Airs Friday, Oct 9 at 9pm/8c 
For the first time, 27 of Bill Cosby’s accusers joined together in the same room for an exclusive group 
interview to share their harrowing – and many strikingly similar – stories. Kate Snow sat down with 
nearly half of Cosby’s alleged victims who have come forward publicly for an unprecedented 
conversation about their personal recollections of assault, betrayal, and emotional distress. Cosby 
has never been charged with a crime and continues to maintain that he did not drug or sexually 
assault anyone. 
 
“The Confession” Airs Thursday, Oct 16 at 9pm/8c 
Sixteen-year-old Daniel Villegas confesses to a double murder in El Paso, Texas, and is sentenced to 
life in prison. When a local businessman hears of the case 10 years later, his investigation leads him 
to believe the teen was coerced into a confession and wrongfully convicted. Keith Morrison reports 
on his fight to free Villegas - against all odds. 
 
"Something Sweet” Airs Friday, Oct 30 at 9pm/8c 
A retired corrections officer mysteriously dies from antifreeze poisoning in rural Ohio. Detectives 
uncover multiple suspects during a five-year investigation that causes two families to collide. Josh 
Mankiewicz reports on a case that pivots on riveting medical evidence.   
 
 “Angels & Demons” Airs Oct 31 at 9pm/8c 
Dennis Murphy reports on the mysterious deaths inside a traveling commune led by self-proclaimed 
seer Daniel Perez, and a 10-year investigation that turned up a chilling supernatural tale. Two sisters 
and former commune members share their terrifying stories involving a diabolical world of lies, lust 
and greed. 
 
 “Troubled Waters” Airs Friday, Nov 13 at 10pm/9c 
A California couple’s romantic getaway on a boat turns tragic when the young wife and mother is 
lost at sea. Did she accidentally drown or was it something more sinister? The case goes cold for 
years — until a gorgeous model with a checkered past goes undercover to find the truth. Josh 
Mankiewicz reports. 
 
“The Mystery on Bridle Path” Airs Friday, Nov 14 at 10pm/9c 
Keith Morrison reports on the murder of beloved college professor, mother, and artist Carol 
Kennedy. It is a case so unbelievable that it shocked even those most closely involved.  
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“A Perfect Spot” Airs Friday, Nov 27 at 7pm/6c 
A romantic Valentine’s Day tryst for a Georgia couple takes a deadly turn. Investigators find 
themselves stumped — until evidence of tire treads at the crime scene and a string of cell phone 
calls reveal a twisted plot of deceit and murder. Keith Morrison reports. 
 
"Death of a Golden Girl” Airs Friday, Nov 28 at 9pm/8c 
Paula Sladewski, a 26-year-old model and aspiring Playboy Playmate, goes missing after visiting a 
Miami nightclub with her boyfriend during their New Year’s Eve vacation. Within 24 hours of her 
disappearance, police find her brutally murdered. Who would want her dead – and why? Dennis 
Murphy reports. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


