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Go Big:  Talia Is Ready to Learn How to Fight Crime
Posted: January 11, 2017 1:16 pm, 1 minute
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - A 10-year-old girl, who wants to be a police officer when she grows 
up, is looking for a Big Sister.

WMC Action News 5 is teaming up with Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mid-South to provide 
mentors for dozens of local kids who just need a little guidance to reach their full potential.

Talia Jones will one day be a crime fighter.

"Make people do the right thing," Jones said.  "When someone needs me, I can go."

Jones, who is a 5th grader at Charjean Elementary School, is looking for a Big Sister who will 
hang out and enjoy some of her favorite hobbies:  bowling, reading, and eating nachos.

She would love it if her Big Sister was in law enforcement; she's looking for a confidante who 
can show her the ropes.

"I want to tell them things that go on at school and home," Jones said.

If there is room in your heart and time on your schedule to go big for Jones, get connected to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mid-South by clicking here.  There are more than 100 children 
waiting for a chance to have a mentor and a friend. If you don't have time to be a mentor, you 
can always help by donating. 

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved. 

Specialized Unit Tackles Homicides, Violent Crimes in Memphis
Posted:  February 17, 2017, 5:06 pm CDT, 3 minutes
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Murders in Memphis are the number one priority a new task force 
plans to solve.  Specific Memphis Police Department investigators are called into the group to 
not only solve homicides, but also a series of violent crimes.

The new MPD unit could be the answer mourning families have been waiting for in the Bluff 
City.

"It just hurt me so bad, real bad, and they just stabbed her like that and took her life away and 
now she gone," Lisa Stringfellow said. 

Stringfellow's loved one is one of the 27 murder victims in Memphis in 2017.  MPD's new 
Violent Crimes Unit will be used to solve these types of crimes.

Last year 228 homicides happened in the city.  That's a number MPD doesn't want to see 
again.

http://www.msmentor.org/site/c.7gLOK6MGLfIWF/b.6571703/k.EE97/Home_Page.htm


"Coming off a year like we had last year, of course you have to do something different to try 
to get that number down," MPD Major Darren Goods, Violent Crimes Unit, said.  "So, that's 
where the Violent Crimes idea was born out of."

Goods said the group is made of officers from various parts of investigative services, special 
operations, and the organized crime unit.  He said the team's focus is primarily on any 
unsolved homicides, as well as any new murders that come along.  But they also do much 
more.

"They also lend resources to any patterned crime or violence and what I mean by that, if we 
have a series of driveway robberies or a series of business robberies, aggravated assaults, or a 
series of sexual predators where there is an identifiable pattern," Goods said.

The more investigators focus on a specific crime, the higher the solve rate is.

"If you have more intelligence, if you have more resources that are laser focused on crime in 
general, then your solve rate should be increased," Goods said.

No uniformed patrol officers are used in the unit.  So, they still have the same amount of boots 
on the ground.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

‘Can you hear me’ Scam Plagues Mid-South
Posted:  February 6, 2017, 2:39 PM CST, 2 minutes
By Andy Wise

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - "Can you hear me OK?"  Don't answer that question if it comes in 
an unsolicited phone call.  Seventy-nine-year-old Conrad Brombach of Midtown Memphis got 
the call.  As soon as he answered, a male voice said, "Hi, this is Josh.  Can you hear me OK?"

"I answered 'Yes' because I know a few Joshes," Brombach said.  "Then I realized it was a 
recording, so I hung up." 

He should have never answered in the first place.

Randy Hutchinson, president of the Better Business Bureau of the Mid-South, said something 
happens when you answer "Yes" to this call.

"They're recording your response," Hutchinson said.  "People may ultimately get unauthorized 
charges on some sort of account."

It's what we in consumer protection circles call cramming.  A third party records your 
affirmative "Yes" response and uses it as consent for unauthorized charges on an account, 
typically your smart phone or landline bill.  If you attempt to dispute the charges, "The 
company will play back a recording splicing your 'Yes' in response to a question they may 
never have ever really asked you," revealed Hutchinson.

"Wow...different world," Brombach reacted.  "Obviously, that 'Yes' is done for some devious 
purpose.  They're out to get people."

So far, there is no evidence anyone has compromised Brombach's accounts.  While he's 
monitoring them, we helped him report the scam on the Better Business Bureau Scam Tracker, 
where the bureau can plot it on the tracker's Memphis map and alert the community about the 
call. 

http://memphis.bbb.org/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/media-resources/mobile-technology/mobile-cramming
https://www.bbb.org/scamtracker/memphis/


"We'll be able to help the public know what kind of scams are happening in their area, and 
they'll also know that they're not alone," Hutchinson said.  "They're not the only ones who 
have gotten these phone calls."

A report released by the Council of Better Business Bureaus revealed more than half of the 
reports to the Scam Tracker nationwide have been about this scam.

"Just hang up," Hutchinson implored.

You should never answer any calls you do not recognize on your caller ID, even if the area 
code is familiar or if it is your number appearing on caller ID.  Let your voicemail screen the 
calls.

Even if you do not fall for the scam, you confirm to the robo-dialer that your number is a real 
number.  The dialer's programmer will sell your number to other robo-dialers.  Your call 
volume will increase.  Simply stop answering these calls.  The less you answer, the more they 
will taper off and disappear.  The dialers will not continue to harass a number that does not 
generate a human engagement.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Specialized Unit Tackles Homicides, Violent Crimes in Memphis
Posted:  Feb 17, 2017 12:14 PM CST, 2 minutes
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Murders in Memphis are the number one priority a new task force 
plans to solve.  Specific Memphis Police Department investigators are called into the group to 
not only solve homicides, but also a series of violent crimes.  The new MPD unit could be the 
answer mourning families have been waiting for in the Bluff City.

"It just hurt me so bad, real bad, and they just stabbed her like that and took her life away and 
now she gone," Lisa Stringfellow said. 

Stringfellow's loved one is one of the 27 murder victims in Memphis in 2017.  MPD's new 
Violent Crimes Unit will be used to solve these types of crimes.  Last year 228 homicides 
happened in the city.  That's a number MPD doesn't want to see again.

"Coming off a year like we had last year, of course you have to do something different to try 
to get that number down," MPD Major Darren Goods, Violent Crimes Unit, said.  "So, that's 
where the Violent Crimes idea was born."

Goods said the group is made of officers from various parts of investigative services, special 
operations, and the organized crime unit.  He said the team's focus is primarily on any 
unsolved homicides, as well as any new murders that come along.  But they also do much 
more.

"They also lend resources to any patterned crime or violence and what I mean by that, if we 
have a series of driveway robberies or a series of business robberies, aggravated assaults, or a 
series of sexual predators where there is an identifiable pattern," Goods said.

The more investigators focus on a specific crime, the higher the solve rate is.

"If you have more intelligence, if you have more resources that are laser focused on crime in 
general, then you know the solve rate should be increased," Goods said.

http://www.bbb.org/canyouhearme/
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/26233783/wmc-investigates-phone-fraud


No uniformed patrol officers are used in the unit.  So, they still have the same amount of boots 
on the ground.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Lawmakers Seek to Modernize Antiquated TN Sexting Laws
Posted:  Jan 20, 2017 3:40 PM CST, 3 minutes
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Studies suggest 40% of teenagers have sent or received sexually 
suggestive photos with other teens.  That’s something that could currently brand those teens as 
felons and sex offenders.

A new bill in Tennessee aims to lessen the punishment for sexting, but not because 
prosecutors don't think it's a big deal.  Instead, they say it’s because “sexting” is so common, 
laws haven’t kept up. 

Teens sending nude or explicit pictures and videos is a disturbing and growing trend according 
to District Attorney Michael Dunavant.

“It seems to be growing in incident rate; it seems to be a trend that is increasing,” Dunavant 
said.

Adding to the problem is how the State of Tennessee defines the crime of sexting between 
juveniles when they get caught. 

“That is considered under the law to be child pornography,” Dunavant said.

That means any minor who takes a nude picture, sends that picture, or simply has it on their 
phone can be charged with a felony and put on a juvenile sex offender list until they turn 25.

“It's seems heavy handed,” Dunavant said.

“Do you think that punishment is fair for this crime?” WMC Action News 5 asked Judge Dan 
Michael.

“No I do not.  As a judge, I do not,” Michael responded.

Michael has worked in the juvenile justice system in Memphis for more than 20 years. Since 
child pornography is the only crime prosecutors can charge for sexting cases, Judge Michael 
has been forced to make tough decisions.

“As a judge have you been forced to put someone on the registry that you wished you didn't 
have to?”

“I have,” Judge Michael said.  “It's very, very difficult.  It's very, very difficult.”

Parents we talked to were outraged to hear that a simple text could make their teen a sex 
offender.

“I'm a mother of four sons and two daughters, and I think it would be absolutely ridiculous 
that any of my children--as juveniles--could suffer such a harsh punishment,” Niki Barnes 
said.

Tennessee isn't the only state dealing with this issue; the WMC Action News 5 investigators 
found at least 30 states do not have a law pertaining specifically to sexting.



Why has the law around the country not caught up to this technology?

“I think technology is being used in a way by young people that the law never anticipated,” 
Dunavant answered.

Tennessee lawmakers are now writing a bill to address that.  The bill would 
make sexting between two juveniles a misdemeanor, not a felony, and remove the requirement 
to register as a sex offender.  The new law would still enforce strict punishments for adult 
offenders.

“We believe we have what is the legislative solution to this problem,” Dunavant said.

While the change is perhaps years overdue, the remedy could be quick.  The bill is expected to 
be introduced this legislative session.

“That means the governor could sign it into law by July 1,” Dunavant said.

But Judge Michael said, as a parent, your duty is to get ahead of this problem.

“I think parents have to step up and recognize the accessibility of pornography,” Michael said.  
“The internet is available to any and all children who carry a smart phone, and it's a simple 
click away.”

He recommends monitoring your teen's online activity, find out what they're doing on their 
phones and ask questions before that text turns into trouble.

District Attorney Mike Dunavant is partnering with the Tipton County Juvenile Court in 
March to host an Internet Safety class on the dangers of sexting and other internet issues.  The 
event is being held on March 16, and it's open to teens and parents.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Seventeen Mid-South Salons Cited-Fined for Violations in January
Posted:  Feb 20, 2017 3:40 PM CST, 3 minutes
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Seventeen Mid-South salons were cited or fined during the latest 
round of state inspections.  One customer even reported being injured during her pedicure.

"It was really like the whole bottom of my foot was raw," Danielle Robinson said.  Instead of 
feeling refreshed and pampered, her salon visit left her in pain.  It happened at Beautiful Nails 
on American Way.

While getting the pedicure, Robinson said her foot was cut and started bleeding.  The worst 
part, according to Robinson, was that her nail technician continued as if nothing happened.

Robinson, who did not want to show her face on camera, said she asked about a first aid kit, 
but the salon didn't have one.  Robinson said salon workers eventually brought a bottle of 
peroxide and tried using a small bandage to stop the bleeding.

"She still asks me to pay.  She was like 'Well, I'll give you a discount,' Robinson said.  "I was 
like 'No ma'am.  You've cut my foot.  I'm injured.  I'm not paying for these services."

Not only did Robinson refuse to pay, she took it a step further and filed a complaint with the 
Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance.



TDCI did their own investigation and fined Beautiful Nails $1,500 for sanitation violations, 
failure to have first aid supplies, and for not having a shop manager on duty, which is state 
law.

Weeks after that complain, WMC Action News 5's Jerica Phillips went to Beautiful Nails to 
see if the salon had made any changes.  A worker at the salon said the manager was out of 
town, but they did show the WMC Action News 5 crew that they now had a first aid kit in the 
salon.

It's still not enough for Robinson.  She said she will never go back to Beautiful Nails.  She said 
that nail salon nightmare has taught her a lot.

"Every time I go I'm kind of like paying a little more attention than I normally do," Robinson 
said.  "You go to relax, but you can't relax if you're worried about getting cut."

WMC Action News 5 requested a comment from a manager at Beautiful Nails.  That request 
has not been fulfilled at this time. 

If you want to check the license and standing of your favorite salon, click here.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

MPD Receives $6.1M Grant to Recruit, Retain Officers
Posted:  Feb 27, 2017 3:40 PM CST, 1 minute
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Memphis Police Department is getting a $6.1 million grant to help 
bolster the police force.  The grant will be over four years with the goal to retain and recruit 
Memphis police officers.

In addition to the bonuses, officers with 12 or more years of experience on the force will 
receive a two percent raise in Mayor Jim Strickland's 2017-18 budget proposal.  Other officers 
will receive a one percent increase.

The money comes from private donors from the Memphis Crime Commission.

Strickland and police director Mike Rallings will also propose a freeze of the Deferred 
Retirement Option Program (DROP).

MPD will partner with Memphis-Shelby County Crime Commission to utilize the grant 
money.  They hope to raise MPD's current number of officers, 1,970, to 2,300 by 2020.

According to MPD, violent crime has risen 14 percent since 2011, when MPD had their largest 
number of officers at 2,452.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Graffiti Vandals Cause Thousands of Dollars of Damage
Posted:  Mar 2, 2017 3:40 PM CST, 2 minutes
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

http://verify.tn.gov/


MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Downtown Memphis has been tagged with thousands of dollars in 
damage.  Spotting the graffiti in Downtown Memphis is one of the easiest games of "I spy".  
You can find it on the sides of buildings, on signs, even on small pillars along the riverside.

“We care deeply about how Downtown looks, so it’s important that we are supporting the 
right types of projects, and it's unfortunate that this random tagging is happening,” Downtown 
Memphis Commission President and CEO Terence Patterson said.

Investigators said the graffiti has similar patterns, which is why they believe the same people 
are behind the string of vandalism.  Patterson said the organization is always working to create 
spaces for artists to display their work.

“We want to make sure that all this energy is channeled in the appropriate way.  So yeah, I 
would encourage them to reach out to us and let's talk about ways we can showcase their art in 
the appropriate manor,” Patterson said.

Photos were captured on February 22 at 10 p.m. of two suspects spray painting the side of 200 
Wagner Place/Waterford Plaza.  The individuals in the surveillance picture may be responsible 
for other incidents of vandalism in the North Main Station area.

Memphis Police Department said officers are still investigating the graffiti.  No arrests have 
been made.  Anyone with information about these incidents is encouraged to call Crime 
Stoppers at 528-CASH.  You will be given a secret ID number and your identification will 
remain completely anonymous. 

You can also submit your tip at http://www.528cash.org/ where you will be linked to a secure 
website at http://memphis.crimestoppersweb.com.  Or you can text your tip by typing the 
keyword ‘AWARD’ to 274637 (CRIMES).

You could be eligible to receive a cash reward of up to $1,000 from Crime Stoppers of 
Memphis and Shelby County, Inc. if an arrest is made.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Father Begins Domestic Violence Foundation After Daughter’s Death
Posted:  Mar 4, 2017 3:40 PM CST, 2 minutes
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Saturday was a tough day for Anthony Giordano.  It would have 
been his daughter’s 19th birthday.  His daughter, Sunny, was stabbed and killed over July 4 
weekend in Nashville in a domestic violence incident with her boyfriend.

“She was my daughter, and I have three daughters, and I still have three daughters but one in 
spirit,” Giordano said.

Through the loss of his daughter, he has become inspired.

“When I wake up in the morning, I hear her tell me, ‘Daddy get up’.  She wants me to help her 
friends, and she wants me to just try to help, help people not to get in the situation she got in,” 
Giordano said.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.528cash.org%2F&h=ATMDdflstSI5EnCss0YiGWs4OjVo9B7VChibMkEIqH61LcJScau7pVVzd6JrHdXP8vXOznFUeS5VQdElBu3o83K5YtNVwUrfMvaGgRwd0QjMFEPtY4wP8XWWpc5sbfSrsFWw&enc=AZMxg7KYWg7y8iRLBegGG5aGpHeYqdvwl3bOKspsOUJ970oYlmUQ5yLQ2IsyffNurUxifFQGDii_PuOGRBZZnp-UkS7cRhmVUXRW7NUvcA4Duzri1tmU_qKFTi-mqY2OVm8LzA012vvf1ud3P3REI7PoGs3h0tEIvMj0-BKLlMhwcYZTf1aLY7wVs2BxXYB-Mi4XyzzF0k5PhVobPQGcji0s&s=1
http://memphis.crimestoppersweb.com/
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/32380374/suspect-arrested-in-fatal-stabbing-at-donelson-motel
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/32380374/suspect-arrested-in-fatal-stabbing-at-donelson-motel


That’s why he’s in the process of starting a foundation in Sunny’s honor.  Anthony hopes to 
raise money and awareness for domestic violence around Memphis.

“Keep her name alive, and that's why we're trying to start this foundation, the Sunny 
Foundation,” he said.

Saturday, people gathered in a place Sunny loved to visit to send a little love to Sunny in the 
sky on her birthday and tell others about domestic violence.

“She’ll never be forgotten. Never.”

To read more on the Sunny Days Foundation, click here.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.
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Memphian on Quest to Find Amelia Earhart’s Plane
Posted: January 10, 2016, 4:30 pm CDT, 1 minute
By Andrew Douglass

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - It is one of the biggest questions that has haunted researchers and 
historians for 80 years:  What happened to Amelia Earhart in her quest to be the first woman to 
fly around the world and where is her plane?

The pioneer disappeared over the Central Pacific in July 1937 and now one Memphian 
believes he has the answer.

http://sunnydaysfoundation.com/


Jon Thompson said he knows where her plane is and plans to find it and solve the decades-old 
mystery.

Thompson is an avid collector and was an aerospace engineer by trade.  WMC Action News 5 
first spoke with him five years ago about his mission to find Amelia Earhart's plane.

He has recently secured new funding to fly back to the site in the Central Pacific, find the 
wreckage, and bring it up for the world to see.

“We think we can do it in three days.  We've got the best team available in the world and we 
are funded by an ex-executive from Google,” Thompson said.

If his name sounds familiar, you might remember Thompson pulled off a Memphis miracle 
when he helped finance the final dives to the Titanic and cut a deal that gave Memphis the 
Titanic exhibition's world debut. 

He said he’s already designed a barge that would house a floating exhibition of Amelia 
artifacts.  He said he'll head to the Central Pacific sometime next month or early March.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

State of Juvenile Court Address Focuses on Family Trauma
Posted: Jan 13, 2017 12:38 AM CST, 2 minutes
By Jerica Phillips

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Shelby County Juvenile Court is still in overhaul after a 2009 
Department of Justice investigation found serious violations.  Friday, at the second annual 
State of the Court Address, Judge Dan Michael said they are making significant progress to 
turn things around.

Breaking the cycle of trauma was the focus of Michael's state speech at the Urban Child 
Institute.

He said he cannot do it alone and needs parents to step up.

"I'm juvenile court judge.  I'm not the parent of these children," Michael said.

Michael said he agrees with Memphis Police Director Director Michael Rallings recent call for 
parents to be better parents.

"If I have a good parent or parents, I rarely see their children in court," he said.

Michael said his biggest challenge is addressing the trauma that follows children from birth.

"When you go back and you see that this 3-month-old was severely abused at the hand of a 
boyfriend or the mother, you're not surprised that's he's standing in front of you at 17 charged 
with a serious crime."

The DOJ memorandum of agreement includes four categories:  community service, due 
process, equal protection and protection from harm.

Michael said he remains frustrated with the DOJ's findings that black teens were twice as 
likely as white teens to be detained and sent to adult criminal court for minor infractions far 
more than whites.

In his speech, Michael highlighted compliance changes at the courts that include:



• Parent orientations to explain due process
• A cease fire program
• Increased electronic monitoring
• An executive committee and audit focused on trauma

Michael said the courts are also working to fund a new juvenile assessment center, modeled 
after Miami-Dade County, designed to keep non-violent children out of detention.

"Where we can divert that child from the system and not give them a record that may come 
back to bite them when they're 25 looking at that new job," he said.

He concluded his address with a call to the community to support the court's efforts.

"Nothing changes if nothing changes."

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Memphis Dog to Debut in ‘A Dog’s Purpose’
Posted: Jan 18, 2017 12:48 AM CST, 1 minute
By Brix Fowler

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Move over Justin Timberlake and Leslie Jones, there's a new lead 
dog in Memphis.

A week from Friday, "Trip" will make his big screen debut in "A Dog's Purpose".

"He's definitely a showstopper," dog owner Shelby Smith said.

"Trip" plays a devoted dog who teaches the humans around him to laugh and love.

Smith owns Trip's brother "Willie".  He bred both of them in Memphis.  He knew from the 
beginning "Trip" was a star.

"He was always really smart and very lovable and just had that look and style about him that 
said Hollywood," Smith said.

He got that look and style in part from his dad "Jake".  Andy Whiteley owned “Jake".  He 
knew his Golden Retriever had a movie star bloodline.

"It was a little bit of a surprise, but I could see that happening because I always felt Jake was a 
special dog," Whiteley said.

He's a special dog that's already graced the cover of "Modern Dog" magazine.

Smith believes with all "Trip" has to offer, this 4-year-old Golden Retriever won't be sent to 
the doghouse anytime soon.

"He's got more roles in his future," Smith said.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All Rights Reserved.

Memphis Has 16k Good-Paying Jobs Unfilled
Posted:  Feb 2, 2017 11:18 PM CST, 2 minutes
By Andrew Douglas



MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - There are thousands of jobs unfilled in the City of Memphis.  In 
fact, the WMC Action News 5 investigators discovered about 16,000 empty jobs as of 
February 2, 2017.

“If I could have my dream job it would probably be working in the food industry," Meika Hall, 
a Memphis mother looking for work, said.  “I would love to get a career where I can work 
with other people and do it on a daily basis."

Fortunately for Meika Hall and other job seekers, there are thousands of openings in all kinds 
of fields--from business and financial opportunities to service, sales, construction, and 
transportation.

“These are good high-paying jobs that we at the Greater Memphis Chamber work to recruit 
daily," Earnest Strickland, of the Greater Memphis Chamber, said.

Of the 16,049 jobs currently available, only 1,100 of them are unskilled positions.  The 
remaining 14,949 jobs have an average pay of $45,900.

Forty-four percent of those jobs pay between $57,856-76,596.  That's 6,699 excellent paying 
jobs.

“Just as people are looking for jobs there are jobs looking for people,” Strickland said.

Training and transportation are two obstacles job seekers are having a tough time overcoming.  
Those two issues are expected to come up at Memphis City Council next week.

Right now you can search through all of the open jobs using an app created specifically by 
the Greater Memphis Alliance for a Competitive Workforce and promoted by the Greater 
Memphis Chamber.

It's called Memphis Works, and it lists all the jobs, where they're at, how much they pay, and 
more.  The app even lets you watch videos about the jobs and apply for them.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

Six-year-old Memphis Freestyle Rapper Kicks Back With Ellen
Posted: Feb 16, 2017 11:04 AM CST, 2 minutes
By Maggie Green

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - A Memphis first grader is turning heads with his freestyle rap skills.  
Otis "Yung Hunnid" Morris Jr. started rapping when he was just two-years-old. Now, at age 
six, his single, "Hoverboard" is a sensation.

Otis, a student at Berclair Elementary School, said he makes straight As and loves school.

"Some kids make bad grades, but the next day, they can go to school and make better grades," 
Otis said.  "But I make As every day."

"Yung Hunnid" loves to rap about his love for school, as well as family and hanging out with 
his friends.

"Family, friends, school, home, cars, shows, news," Otis said.

Otis said his dad, Otis Morris Sr., sparked his interest in rap as a toddler.  When he was ready 
to start writing his own songs, his dad encouraged him to be creative.  He also takes 
inspiration from the other rappers he likes.

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/34411047/city-council-reacts-to-wmc5-investigation-revealing-16k-unfilled-jobs
http://www.gmacworkforce.com/
https://www.memphisworks.com/


"I started because I heard these rappers on hip hop music on the radio, and I noticed that it was 
talent," Otis said.  "My daddy said, 'Do you wanna rap when you get a little bit older?'  
Because I was one [year old], and then I said, 'Yes'.  By the time I turned two, he said, 'Are 
you ready?' and I said, 'Yes,' and he said, 'Okay, I'm about to write you one.'"

Otis' skills got the attention of talk show host Ellen DeGeneres.

Otis said he likes rapping because it makes him feel talented and gives him a voice.

"It makes me feel good, like, it makes me feel talented, and it's a message to other people," 
Otis said.  "They can make me get to the top."

His advice to other young children in Memphis with aspirations of making it big was to have 
pride in the city.

"Do you like Memphis?  Do you like to go places in Memphis?  Do you like to go to the stores 
in Memphis where they have toys?  Do you like the toys in Memphis?  That's what I'd say," 
Otis said.

You can watch "Yung Hunnid" on The Ellen Show on Thursday on WMC Action News 5 at 2 
p.m.

Copyright 2017 WMC Action News 5. All rights reserved.

A Day Without Immigrants’ Protest
Posted: Feb 16, 2017 11:04 AM CST, 1 minute
By Destiny Quinn

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Memphians joined a national protest Thursday to demonstrate how 
they felt about President Donald Trump's efforts to crack down on illegal immigration.  
Businesses nationwide shut their doors as part of "A Day Without Immigrants" protest.

Members of the Mid-South Latino Chamber of Commerce in Memphis said the impact is also 
felt in the Bluff City.  Local restaurant "Happy Mexican," was one of a few businesses in 
Memphis that closed Thursday.  WMC Action News 5 drove by the restaurant, but no one was 
there; we called but didn't get an answer.

Organizers said Trump's policy and tone on immigration is going too far and tearing families 
apart.
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Students Honor Law Enforcement With Breakfast
Posted:  Feb 16, 2017 11:04 AM CST, 1 minute
By Destiny Quinn

OLIVE BRANCH, MS (WMC) -  Center Hill Elementary students honored law enforcement 
Tuesday morning with a breakfast.  Principal Leslie Heyman, staff and several students invited 
the Olive Branch Police Department and the Desoto County Sherriff's Office to enjoy an 
assortment of food and drinks in appreciation for their services.

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/34518911/restaurants-close-nationwide-for-immigration-protest


"Our officers and deputies had a great time speaking with the staff and students at this 
amazing school!!  Thanks again Center Hill Elementary!!," Olive Branch Police Department 
wrote on their Facebook page.
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Heroin Hits Close to Home in Memphis
Posted: Jan 10, 2017 9:44pm CDT, 3 minutes
By Joe Birch

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - We’re blessed to live along Memphis’ beautiful parkway system 
with its lush trees and lovely homes.  Every once in a while, the litter in the grassy tree lined 
median that divides North Parkway gets our attention and it’s time to clean up.

Amid discarded beer bottles, chip bags, and empty cigarette packs uncovered today was a 
small wrapper that’s become a reality check for this reporter.  Evidence of America’s heroin 
epidemic was blowing in the litter right in front of our home.

The label on the empty plastic packet said Suboxone, an antidote drug for those who abuse 
heroin or other opioids such as oxycodone.  Under the brand name Suboxone, the packet listed 
the pharmaceutical names for the drug:  buprenorphine and Naloxone, also known as Narcan.

It just so happens Memphis Police Director Mike Rallings had Narcan on his mind today at 
the Memphis Rotary Club, where he was the featured speaker for a standing room only 
lunchtime crowd. 

“We have a heroin epidemic that is sweeping the nation that we cannot ignore," Rallings said.  
"122 Memphians died of a heroin overdose in 2016.  The Fire Department issued almost 1,700 
doses of Narcan that brings people back from the brink of death and brings them back to life.  

http://www.suboxone.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buprenorphine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naloxone
http://www.memphisrotary.org/


So if the Fire Department had not been there and issued those doses of Narcan, we would have 
an astronomical number of dead Memphians in Memphis and Shelby County.”

"If that does not shake you in your seat," the police director said, “then something is wrong 
with you.” 

A quick check with Judge Tim Dwyer of Shelby County Drug Court confirms the rising tide 
of opioid addition in the Memphis area.

“In 2014 over 28% of drug court defendants said prescription opiates and heroin were their 
drug of choice," Dwyer said.  "In 2015, it was 36 percent. In 2016, it was around 43 percent."

How big is the problem?  The graphs on charts at the National Institutes of Health all show 
overdose deaths rising dramatically

The crisis is out of control in New Jersey.  Gov. Chris Christie revealed today that EMTs and 
other first responders administered Narcan 10,000 times statewide in 2016.  The Governor 
devoted the lion’s share of his 2017 “State of the State” address to the drug epidemic after 
1,600 overdose deaths in New Jersey from heroin and other opioids in 2016.

“Our friends are dying.  Our neighbors are dying.  Our co-workers are dying.  Our children are 
dying.  Every day in numbers we cannot ignore,” Christie said. 

The Governor called for increasing state funding for drug treatment and announced a one-stop-
shop website for information on what to do when a loved one needs help.   The Governor 
called for a robust new effort in New Jersey schools to educate children about opioids and the 
dangers of addiction.

“Hoping and praying alone will not make it better.  Arresting, jailing and stigmatizing the 
victims will not make it better,” Christie said.

Back here in Memphis, MPD Director Rallings told Rotarians, “We cannot ignore the heroin 
epidemic.  We cannot ignore the epidemic of gangs.  We cannot ignore the epidemic of 
violence in our community and we all are going to have to do something about it,” but the 
police director said it was up to the entire community (with the MPD as a partner) to devise a 
response to the drug crisis.

There’s a good chance evidence of the opioid epidemic might be blowing in the wind on your 
street, too.
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Previously Conjoined Twins Discharged From LeBonheur Children’s 
Hospital
Posted:  January 11, 2017, 8:41pm, 1 minute
By Maggie Green

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Twins, appropriately named Miracle and Testimony, were 
discharged from Le Bonheur Children's Hospital Tuesday.  

Miracle and Testimony Ayeni, whose family is from Nigeria, were previously conjoined at the 
lower half of their bodies.  After a more than 18-hour surgery, doctors at Le Bonheur 
Children's Hospital were able to separate them.

After just a few months of recovery in the hospital, Miracle and Testimony were discharged 
Tuesday, according to Le Bonheur Children's Hospital's Facebook page.

Le Bonheur said the children and their parents will stay at FedEx Family House in Memphis, 
where the girls will continue physical therapy.

https://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/trends-statistics/overdose-death-rates
http://nj.gov/governor/reachnj/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/reachnj/index.shtml
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/33719560/le-bonheur-childrens-hospital-successfully-separates-conjoined-twins
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/34172054/previously-conjoined-twins-make-strides-at-le-bonheur


Le Bonheur streamed the girls' exit live on Facebook.
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94-Year-Old Leads Fitness Class for Assisted Living Community
Posted:  February 10, 2017, 2 minutes
By Maggie Green

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) -  A 94-year-old hospice patient is proving that you're never too old 
to have fun.  Beverly Howell is a resident at Riverdale Assisted Living and a patient of 
Crossroads Hospice.  However, she said she exercises every morning.

Crossroads Hospice said Howell has been a fitness enthusiast her whole life and shares her 
enthusiasm for physical fitness with the other residents at Riverdale Assisted Living.

"She likes to walk around and move her legs especially," Crossroads Hospice therapist 
Teesha said.  She added that Howell loves to stay active and is always moving while they're 
together.

Howell led her own special class to help impress the importance of fitness on her fellow 
residents.  The experience was made possible through Crossroads Hospice Gift of a Day 
program, which allows patients to experience what their perfect day might be.  Howell's 
perfect day involved leading a fitness class.

"I like them all," Howell said when asked what her favorite exercise is.  "Legs, arms--I like 
legs."

Representatives for Riverdale Assisted Living said Friday's class came out of Howell's desire 
to spread her love for exercise.

"One of the things started with Zumba.  We want to keep them up and engaged as much as 
possible, so we started with Zumba class with one of the hospice occupational 
therapists," representative Tonya Holland said.  "So she started with Zumba to keep them up 
and active, so this is how this came about--Zumba class.  So we're going to have Zumba, kind 
of aerobics, along with the 'sit-ercise' exercises as well."

Holland clarified that "Sit-ercise" is an exercise class that residents can do while sitting down.

Riverdale Assisted Living representatives said they stress physical activity as a part of daily 
life for the residents.

"We have 'sit-ercise,' we have nature walks; we try to keep them up and moving with all the 
faculties that we possibly can," representative Valerie Todd-Stafford said.  "We don't want 
people just sitting around, you know, moping around.  We try to keep our members as active 
and energetic as possible."

Todd-Stafford said the residents love the classes and the ability to get up moving.

"It help with mood.  It helps with their mobility to get them up and get them moving," Todd-
Stafford added.  "They have something to look forward to."

Howell knows the importance of physical fitness and said she makes it a part of her daily 
routine.

"We have exercise here every morning, Monday through Friday, and I come to exercise."



Before getting a healthy post-workout snack of fresh fruit, Howell had a message for people 
who don't like to exercise or make excuses.

"Oh honey, well they're doing themselves harm," Howell said.

So what are you waiting for?  Get moving!
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MPD Offers Bins to Return Unwanted Prescription Drugs
Posted:  February 14, 2017; 9:13am CDT, 1 minute
By WMCActionNews5.com Staff

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - Memphis Police Department has set up bins inside police stations 
to help people remove their unwanted prescription drugs.  The ‘Pill Take Back Bins’ were 
installed inside nine police stations across Memphis.  Anyone with unwanted drugs can take 
them to their nearest box 24/7/365.  MPD said they investigated 122 overdose deaths 
involving illegal narcotics and prescriptions in 2016.

The locations are as follows:

• Old Allen Station, 3633 New Allen Road
• Raines Station, 791 East Raines
• Mount Moriah Station, 2602 Mount Moriah
• Crump Station, 949 E.H. Crump
• Tillman Station, 426 Tillman
• North Main Station, 444 North Main
• Airways Station, 2234 Truitt
• Appling Farms, 6850 Appling Farms Station
• Ridgeway Station, 3840 Ridgeway
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Nine-year-old Heart Transplant Patient ‘Amazed’ She Survived
Posted: February 15, 2017, 9:13am CDT, 3 minutes
By Kendall Kirkham

Memphis, TN (WMC) -  On a regular weekday, Joelle Miller is a busy second grader at 
Crosswind Elementary School.  

"My favorite thing to do is math, and one of my friends said to say this:  My best friend's name 
is Miller," Miller said. 

Just over nine years ago, Joelle's mom was not sure Joelle would ever be able to live a normal 
life.



"The doctor walked in and said she had a critical congenital heart defect called Hypoplastic 
left heart syndrome, where the left side of the heart is seriously underdeveloped or not there at 
all," Kelly Miller said.

The initial heart surgeries performed on Joelle failed.  Doctors said there was only one option 
left, and time was running out.

"She was listed for a heart transplant, and in an unthinkable turn of events, she got a heart in 
three weeks," Kelly said.

The transplant was a success, and after years of close follow-up, Joelle is now a healthy big 
sister with two siblings and your typical childhood goals.

"I really want to learn how to ride my bike, because I still have training wheels on it," Joelle 
said.

"This is what I hoped for every day we were sitting there," Kelly said.  "The long nights in the 
ICU and it was just me and her.”

According to the American Heart Association, congenital heart defects are the leading birth 
defects in newborns.  They affect about 40,000 babies every year.  Now, the Millers hope their 
story helps spread awareness and fosters happier and healthy hearts.

"These babies can be born and thrive, and that's when I knew we were going to do whatever 
we had to do," Kelly said.

"I was just kind of amazed at how I made it to be here," Joelle said.

Facts on congenital heart defects from The American Heart Association-Memphis:

• Congenital heart defects are the leading birth defect in newborns.
• Each year, around 40,000 babies are born with some type of congenital heart defect.
• The American Heart Association funds research related to heart health and heart disease in 

children, including congenital heart disease.  They also fund more pediatric cardiac research 
than any U.S. organization outside of the federal government.

• Last year, AHA funded nearly $13.7 million in new research awards broadly related to 
children’s heart disease.

• Locally, the American Heart Association funds more than 12 grants equaling more than 
$2.1 million in research at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center and St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.  Three of those grants are directly related to children’s heart 
disease.

• For the past several years, the American Heart Association has recommended states pass 
legislation requiring pulse oximetry screening as a part of the newborn screening panel.  
This inexpensive, non-invasive test can detect possible critical congenital heart defects 
before the baby leaves the hospital.  Currently, only five states do not have pulse oximetry 
legislation:  Connecticut, Florida, Idaho, Vermont, and Wyoming.
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Art Show Hopes to Heal Veterans With PTSD
Posted: February 17, 2017, 7:13am CDT, 1 minute
By Destiny Quinn

http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Affiliate/Memphis-Homepage_UCM_GSA040_AffiliatePage.jsp


MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - The Hart Gallery, located at 645 Marshall Avenue, will host a 
National Salute Art Show Featuring Art by veterans.

On Friday, February 17, 2017 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 pm the Gallery will display an art exhibit 
called "Reaching Deep:  Transforming Trauma Through Art".

The artwork of veterans will be showcased in this therapeutic project.  A board certified art 
therapist employed at the Memphis Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Gail Bacher, developed 
the idea.  Bacher offered the opportunity to all veterans with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).

Art was used as a mechanism for veterans to be able to understand a traumatic event.  The 
non-verbal hobby was developed as a way to help aid memory in the recovery process.  

“My painting represents two aspects of my time at Da Nang Air Base in Vietnam (1969-71).  
While days at Da Nang were deceptively peaceful, nights gave the Viet Cong a powerful ally – 
darkness," said art show participant Joseph Eckles said about his artwork.

"All are invited to this beautiful showing of artwork by veterans," posted the Memphis VA 
Medical Center.
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Seven Ways You Can Lower Your Bills
Posted:  Feb 3, 2017 12:56 PM CST, 2 minutes
By Andy Wise

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) - To slash your bills by nearly $3,500 a year like BillFixers.com did 
for East Memphis homemaker Laura Lowe on WMC Action News 5, you have to be a gutsy 
negotiator.  It also helps to know a few of the secrets of Bill Fixers founders Ben and Julian 
Kurland!

BILL FIXERS' BILL NEGOTIATING TIPS:

* THE LONGER YOU'RE A CUSTOMER, THE MORE LIKELY YOU'RE 
OVERPAYING.  The Kurlands said the longer you have an account with a creditor, the more 
likely you're overpaying on the rate or on unnecessary fees or services.  "For example, we find 
that half of the people who have insurance or protection plans on their accounts don't even 
know what those do," Ben Kurland said.  "Go over your bills line by line.  If there's something 
you don't understand, call and ask about it.  It may be worth cutting it off the bill."

* EVERY ADD-ON IS A NEGOTIABLE CHARGE.  For example, premium channels for 
cable or satellite TV like HBO or Showtime.  "Those are almost always negotiable," said 
Kurland. "So if you're paying $15 or $20 a month for a premium channel, you can normally 
get that free for a year just by asking."

* USE ANNUAL RATE AS LEVERAGE.  Consider offering to pay an annual rate if it will 
save you more money over 12 months.  "Sometimes, they will actually give you a better price 
by year," Julian Kurland said.

* LATE FEES ARE TYPICALLY DROPPED.  Ben Kurland said, "If you got a late fee -- 
even if you've gotten late fees before -- if you call and ask them to remove them, they'll almost 
always credit them back."

* BE FRIENDLY.  You'll get better results if you build that customer service rep up rather 
than bully her down.

* CALL DURING BUSINESS HOURS, NOT AFTER HOURS OR ON WEEKENDS.  
"For most people when they call to negotiate their bill, they're calling after work.  They're 
calling on the weekends, and that's when everybody else is calling.  If you call between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on a weekday, you'll get through to somebody immediately."  

* DON'T GIVE UP.  "A lot of people, they'll call once, they don't get the deal they wanted, 
and they assume that that's it," said Ben.  "What we do is we have a number that we have in 

http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/34353639/thursday-10-company-claims-to-negotiate-your-bills-down-for-you
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/34353639/thursday-10-company-claims-to-negotiate-your-bills-down-for-you


mind, and we just keep at it until we get that number.  And you'll find that if you speak to a 
different representative, or if you speak to a different department, everybody's got different 
codes that they are able to enter or promotions they are able to use, and at the end of the day, 
as long as you are able to persevere, you'll get some savings!"
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Memphis Woman Saves More Than $3k Annually on Bills
Posted:  Jan 26, 2017, 5:00 pm CDT, 3 minutes
By Andy Wise

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC) – Tucked away in the austere basement of what used to be a 
Nashville church--beside a table brimming with cream cheese Danishes and Red Bull--Cori 
Haber is working her charm.

Haber's sweet-talking a Comcast customer service rep. By the time she hangs up the phone, 
Haber will have scored a savings of more than $1,000 over the next 12 months on an East 
Memphis client's cable bill. 

Haber is an account specialist for BillFixers.com. Launched in 2014 by brothers Ben and 
Julian Kurland, its crack-staff of 15 negotiators make the calls we all dread: the seemingly 
endless waits on hold, the minimum wage smart aleck on the other end, the quid pro quo with 
a so-called 'supervisor.' The Kurlands said their Bill Fixers know how to work every angle 
with your creditors to lower your cable, lawn care, wireless--virtually any monthly or annual 
service bill.

"We find that we are able to negotiate down 95 percent of bills," said Ben Kurland, a former 
free-lance graphic designer. "Everybody's overpaying."

Laura Lowe's overpaying like everybody else. She's the East Memphis homemaker with that 
cable bill that Haber haggled. Lowe is buried in bills: nearly $1,500 a year in lawn care, nearly 
$300 a month in cable, and--with a family of five smart phones--more than $330 a month in 
wireless costs. One time, their monthly wireless bill was $625.

"I feel like the costs are going higher, and I don't even know what I'm paying for anymore," 
Lowe said. "We've spent hours on calls, trying to work out new plans, and we get to where we 
feel like we're just getting sucked in, and we're not actually getting the best deal."

"The prices aren't set to be fair. They're set to make as much money as they possibly can," 
Kurland said. "So what we're trying to do is get the prices down to a reasonable level just by 
asking. You just sign up, send us a bill and we get started."

At our request, the Bill Fixers got started on Lowe's bills. Within a week, they managed to pull 
off these negotiations:

* LAWN CARE. Negotiated down from $1,497.60 a year to $960 a year.12-month savings of 
$537.60.

* AT&T WIRELESS (5 MOBILE PHONES). Negotiated down from an average $338.78 a 
month for a 30GB plan to an average $283.97 a month on a 40GB plan, plus a $390 credit for 
overages and a $191.76 reimbursement for unnecessary insurance on each phone.12-month 
projected savings of $1,047.72.

https://billfixers.com/


* COMCAST CABLE (PRIMARY RESIDENCE). Negotiated down from $258.70 a month 
to $199.84, plus a $118.65 credit for an extra DVR the family did not use for a year.12-month 
projected savings of $1,004.97.

* COMCAST CABLE (SECONDARY RESIDENCE). Negotiated down from $165.88 a 
month to $130.93 a month, plus one time credits of $239.79. 12-month projected savings of 
$659.19.

* COMMERCIAL APPEAL. Negotiated down from $27.16 a month to $21.81 a month for 
six months.6-month projected savings of $32.10.

* SIRIUS XM SATELLITE RADIO. Negotiated down from $17.07 a month to $8.44 a 
month.12-month projected savings of $103.26.

Total projected savings for the Lowe family over the next 12 months: $3,384.81.

"Wow! That's crazy!" exclaimed Lowe. "That's so impressive!"

"Once we've negotiated down a rate, we'll double-check everything, run any questions by you, 
and then we just split the savings for the first year 50-50," Kurland said. "So half goes to you, 
half goes to us, and then after the first year, it goes 100 percent to you. So no matter what, you 
come out ahead."

Lowe has decided to maintain an account with BillFixers.com to see how aggressive her 
specialist Cori can be, how many more of her bills can be clobbered, and how far her savings 
can go.

"If people don't call these guys, I mean, it's free money!" she said.
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‘Can You Hear Me’ Scam Plagues Mid-South
Posted: Feb 6, 2017, 1:35 pm, 3 minutes
By Andy Wise

Memphis, TN (WMC) - "Can you hear me OK?"  Don't answer that question if it comes in an 
unsolicited phone call.

Conrad Brombach of Midtown Memphis got the call.  As soon as he answered, a male voice 
said, "Hi, this is Josh. Can you hear me OK?"

"I answered 'Yes' because I know a few Joshes," Brombach said.  "Then I realized it was a 
recording, so I hung up." 

He should have never answered in the first place.

Randy Hutchinson, president of the Better Business Bureau of the Mid-South, said something 
happens when you answer "Yes" to this call.

"They're recording your response," Hutchinson said.  "People may ultimately get unauthorized 
charges on some sort of account."

It's what we in consumer protection circles call cramming.  A third party records your 
affirmative "Yes" response and uses it as consent for unauthorized charges on an account, 
typically your smart phone or landline bill.  If you attempt to dispute the charges, "The 

http://memphis.bbb.org/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/media-resources/mobile-technology/mobile-cramming


company will play back a recording splicing your 'Yes' in response to a question they may 
never have ever really asked you," revealed Hutchinson.

"Wow...different world," Brombach reacted.  "Obviously, that 'Yes' is done for some devious 
purpose.  They're out to get people."

So far, there is no evidence anyone has compromised Brombach's accounts.  While he's 
monitoring them, we helped him report the scam on the Better Business Bureau Scam Tracker, 
where the bureau can plot it on the tracker's Memphis map and alert the community about the 
call. 

"We'll be able to help the public know what kind of scams are happening in their area, and 
they'll also know that they're not alone," Hutchinson said.  "They're not the only ones who 
have gotten these phone calls."

A report released by the Council of Better Business Bureaus revealed more than half of the 
reports to the Scam Tracker nationwide have been about this scam.

"Just hang up," Hutchinson implored.

You should never answer any calls you do not recognize on your caller ID, even if the area 
code is familiar or if it is your number appearing on caller ID.  Let your voicemail screen the 
calls.

Even if you do not fall for the scam, you confirm to the robo-dialer that your number is a real 
number.  The dialer's programmer will sell your number to other robo-dialers.  Your call 
volume will increase.  Simply stop answering these calls.  The less you answer, the more they 
will taper off and disappear.  The dialers will not continue to harass a number that does not 
generate a human engagement.
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Crime Conversation
Tuesday, Jan 3, 2017 12:56 PM EDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMCTV)  Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of 
WMC Action News 5.
Former Memphis Mayor Willie Herenton is taking some heat after his comments over the 
weekend during the Mayor's prayer breakfast.  Herenton was invited to speak by current 
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland.

During his remarks, Herenton said quote, "This wave of crime is a black problem.  I'm going 
to reiterate that.  It is a black problem."  End quote.  

Herenton's comments did irritate some people including Reverend Earle Fisher from the 
Memphis Grassroots Coalition.  Reverend Fisher said, quote, "We have a profound amount of 
respect and adoration for Mayor Herenton, but we do believe he is categorically wrong on 
this."  End Quote.

Fisher and others take issue with painting crime as the problem of a particular race and feel by 
doing so doesn't find solutions and perpetuates stereotypes.  What do you think about Mayor 
Herenton's comments on crime?  Email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post a 
message on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.  

Open dialogue on critical issues facing our community will make this A Better Mid-South. 
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Raise Your Children
Posted: Jan 10, 2017 11:46 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action 
News 5.

We had large teen disturbances at two malls the last week of the year.  Memphis Police Director 
Mike Rallings addressed security at the malls, but he had some strong words for parents.

Rallings said, quote, "It is not our job to raise your children.  That is your job."  End quote.
Truer words have never been spoken.  I'm amazed how some parents want to blame everyone 
and everything but their children when those children get in trouble.  I realize you can't be 
with them every minute of every day but at least make the effort to instill in them respect for 
other people and respect for property.  

As Director Rallings went on to say, quote, "I want parents to make sure that if they're gonna 
be in the business of having children that they're in the business of making sure they're 
responsible parents."  End quote.

What are your thoughts about Director Rallings comments?  Email me at ABetterMid-
South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

Parents putting the work in to raise responsible children will make this A Better Mid-South.
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Days of Service
Posted:  Jan 12, 2017 11:15 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN – Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action 
News 5.

Over four days, hundreds of volunteers will fan out across the city of Memphis doing work in 
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior.  This is called the MLK Days of Service and it 
organized by Leadership Memphis.

The Days of Service will benefit many areas of our city from clean-ups, to repair work at our 
libraries, to delivering meals to the homebound, to donating food to the Mid-South Food Bank.  

And there is still time for you to take part.  I have put the link to sign up on my Facebook 
Page, A Better Mid-South or you can just show up at one of the events and do your part.  
Dr. King embodied so much that's good about the world and the Mid-South.  Let's make this a 
time to be on instead of just another holiday to be off.

Volunteering to improve your community makes this A Better Mid-South.
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Fake News
Posted:  Jan 17, 2017 11:15 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN – Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of WMC Action 
News 5.

Fake news has captured headlines recently.  Fake news is defined as a way to deliberately 
publish hoaxes, propaganda and disinformation…as a way to mislead an audience.  I feel 
compelled to assure you the journalists who make up the WMC Action News 5 team are 
committed to report the truth.

We have a process in place that requires our journalists to move through a series of fact checking 
and verifying the stories we present to you.  We do this because nothing is more important than 
our integrity as we serve you.  You may not always like what we report, but you can be assured 
the journalists on our team are doing their jobs to uncover the truth for you.  

What are your thoughts about fake news?  Email me at a better mid-south at ABetterMid-
South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

Having trusted sources for news in our community makes this A Better Mid-South.
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Good News
Posted: Jan 19, 2017 2:28 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hello, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
of WMC Action News 5.

Good news!  I am often asked -- why don't you -- the media -- ever report any good news?  
Which is typically followed by, all you ever report is the bad.

When asked, I take the opportunity to point out the positive stories WMC Action News 5 reports 
on every day.  The digital team here has done an outstanding job of capturing those positive 
stories and posting them on our website, WmcActionNews5.com, under High 5 - Good News.  
The majority of these stories air on our newscasts.

But in order to report the positive things when they happen, we must know about them.
Share those details with us, when you feel something positive in the Mid-South deserves news 
coverage.  You can email us that information at desk@wmctv.com or send the information to 
me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com and I will make sure your email gets in the right hands 
or you can even call us and leave a message on our news hotline -- 1-866-518-9082.

Including positive stories about the Mid-South in daily news coverage makes this A Better 
Mid-South.     

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved.

Job Opportunities
Posted: Jan 23, 2017 2:27 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
of WMCTV.

Good Shepherd Health is opening a free Pharmacy Technician School in the Hickory Hill 
Mall.  The school offers anyone wanting to be a pharmacy tech the chance to study for the 
certification exams for no cost.  The Memphis-based non-profit pharmacy will pay for the 
book and the scrubs -- all you have to do is show up.

Certified pharmacy techs can get a starting wage between 15 and 20 dollars an hour.
What an opportunity!  You just need to show up, be engaged and give all your effort to 
complete the program.  

Now that's what we need more of in the Mid-South.  Great opportunities for people who need 
a kick start to their career.  The first round of students begin training this week, but the 
interview process continues through the end of January.

To find out more about the program, go to my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South. I have 
posted the information there.  New job opportunities always make this A Better Mid-South.

 Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved.



MATA Audit
Posted: Jan 31, 2017, 3:40 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
of WMC-TV.
It's a tough week when one of your trusted city leaders is caught up in a prostitution sting and 
charged with soliciting prostitution.  Memphis Area Transit Authority Ron Garrison has 
stepped down from his post since it was revealed he was named in a TBI prostitution sting.
  
Now, some council members are pushing for an audit of MATA funds as soon as possible.  
Councilman Edmund Ford Junior and City Council Chair Berlin Boyd are among those 
making the audit request.  And I think that is the right thing to do.  

Interim MATA CEO Gary Rosenfeld says they have no indication of anything involving 
MATA, but Garrison's arrest begs the question.  What are your thoughts about auditing 
MATA following the arrest of its former director?  Email me at ABetterMid-
South@wmctv.com or post a comment on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

Holding our city leaders accountable with our tax dollars always makes this A Better Mid-
South.

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.

Good Jobs 
Posted: Feb 2, 2017 2:40 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
of WMCTV.

 I often hear one of the biggest issues facing Memphis and the Mid-South is the availability 
of jobs.  WMC Action News 5 is committed to helping you search for a job.

Andrew Douglas discovered there are about 16,000 jobs available now in various sectors 
from business and financial opportunities to service, sales, construction and transportation.
And these are good paying jobs.

Training and transportation can be obstacles for job seekers and those are issues for our city 
and businesses to address.  But the jobs are there.  There's a brand new app called 
MemphisWORKS you can use to see where the jobs are, watch videos where people work 
and then apply and it's a free download.

I'm going to post that information on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South or if you want 
to email me I will send you the information.  My email is ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com.

Matching up workers with good paying jobs will make this A Better Mid-South.

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV.  All rights reserved.
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Free Community College
Posted: Feb 7, 2017 5:40 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
of WMC-TV.
If you've given up on lawmakers making your life better, here's a new proposal that may give 
you some hope.

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam has proposed giving all adults in the state access to free 
community college regardless of merit or need with no cost to taxpayers.  This would be the 
first of its kind program in the nation.

I agree with the Governor education is key in developing a stronger state whether that be a 
trade or higher education.  I encourage our state lawmakers to support this proposal.  This will 
open up additional education opportunities for millions of Tennesseans.

What do you think of the Governor's proposal?  Email me at ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com 
or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

Providing free community college for millions of Tennesseans will make this A Better Mid-
South and a Better Tennessee.  

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved.

Free Haircuts
Posted:  Feb 9, 2017 4:24 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at 
WMC.

How about something to lift your spirits and remind us we can all give back?

Cordova barber, Fidell Woods has a make-shift barber shop inside William H. Brewster 
Elementary School.  For five years, once per week, he has given students free haircuts.
While snipping and clipping, he also helps the young men learn to read, do math and build 
their self-esteem.  

One of the school leaders recognized how important this could be for the students and put 
together a program called MANUP - Mentoring and Nurturing Unlimited Potential in boys.  
She discovered barbershops have a culture of motivating young boys, especially those in 
fatherless homes.  

What are you doing to give back to your community?  Email me at ABetterMid-
South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

I want to give Fidell Woods a great big High 5!  Thank you for what you are doing to make 
this A Better Mid-South. 

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved.
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Rally at the Alley
Posted:  Feb 14, 2017 4:15 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
at WMC.
When three people were shot at a local bowling alley late last month, the folks who live 
nearby and play at the bowling alley didn't hide in fear, and they didn't abandon the business.  
Instead they held a rally for the bowling alley.  Sandi Rogers organized the rally to support 
Billy Hardwick's All Star Lanes on South White Station Road.

She wanted to remind everyone Billy Hardwick's is a safe place for family fun and the only 
thing we can do is stand up to the violence by supporting each other.  Rogers wanted to turn a 
negative into a positive and invited folks out for the rally through Facebook.  It just so 
happened the suspect in this case was arrested the same day as the rally.  

What are your thoughts about how to respond to violence in our community?  Email me at 
ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

Sandi Rogers -- you are setting a great example for all of us -- standing up for our community 
in the face of violence makes this A Better Mid-South.

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved

Dr. Altha Stewart
Posted: Feb 16, 2017 2:20 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager at 
WMC.
The first African American president-elect of the American Psychiatric Association is from 
Memphis.  Dr. Altha Stewart grew up in Memphis and attended public and church schools.  
Dr. Stewart was also among the first class of women admitted to what is now Christian 
Brothers University and received her medical degree from Temple University Medical School 
in Philadelphia.

This is the next step for Dr. Stewart in a line of prestigious roles.  She also served as president 
of the Association of Women Psychiatrists and president of the Black Psychiatrists of 
America.  In her new role, Dr. Stewart will be responsible for setting policy and establishing 
practice guidelines in the field of psychiatry nationally and internationally.
Now that's impressive.

Dr. Altha Stewart is making Memphis and the Mid-South proud and making this A Better 
Mid-South.

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.

Lovell’s Resignation
Posted: Feb 23, 2017  4:45 PM CDT

mailto:ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com


By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of 
WMC Action News 5.

Mark Lovell’s sudden resignation from his District 95 seat in the Tennessee House of 
Representatives will cost taxpayers in Shelby County an estimated $140,000.  Lovell should 
pick up the tab for the special election, every penny of it.  There would be no need for a 
special election if Lovell had behaved himself as a state representative and did his job.  
Instead, Lovell resigned his seat after reports surfaced that he groped a woman at a legislative 
reception in Nashville earlier this month. 

While Lovell admitted no wrongdoing, the Ethics subcommittee of the House of 
Representatives said Lovell VIOLATED the legislature’s new sexual harassment policy.  A 
freshman lawmaker in office fewer than 100 days, Lovell ran for the House representing 
Germantown, Collierville and east Shelby County as a CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN 
with a special focus on reducing government waste.  It’s a top priority on his campaign 
website! 

Lovell can stop Shelby County taxpayers from wasting $140,000 dollars by paying for the 
special election in full.  The Tennessee Legislature ought to create a new law that would 
require the Mark Lovells of this world to be personally responsible for the cost of special 
elections like this one.  The taxpayers should not be left holding the bag because a successful 
businessman apparently can’t keep his hands to himself.

Forcing people like Lovell to pay the tab for special elections will make this A Better Mid-
South!
 
Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.

Making Things Right
Posted: Feb 7, 2017 3:50 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) - Hi I’m Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager 
of WMC Action News 5.
When someone took advantage of a paralyzed veteran, Andy Wise brought this to light, and 
help came in full force.  Andy shared the story of 83-year-old Army veteran Earnest Sanders, 
Junior.

Sanders hired two unlicensed contractors to build a driveway and garage to help him with his 
disability and store his late wife's belongings.  You see Sanders was paralyzed in a car 
accident that killed his wife Ora Lee.  

Sanders paid these contractors $40,000 dollars.  They took his money and left him with a 
leaking garage that destroyed his late wife's stuff.  But that's not the end of the story.

Todd Hart of Hart Family Construction Company was upset.  He started calling for help.  
Thirteen contractors are now working together to make this right for a man who gave his all 
for his country and didn't deserve this.  



I have posted all of the contractors who are now stepping up to help Mr. Sanders.  Go to my 
Facebook page, A Better Mid-South to see the list.  

Thank you to every single person who is helping and offered to help make this right -- you are 
making this A Better Mid-South.
Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All rights reserved.

Graceland Growth
Posted: Feb 9, 2017 4:00 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN (WMC-TV) - Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of 
WMC Action News 5.  I want to shine a spotlight on an area of our city that is seeing a 
rebirth.

Whitehaven is a hub of activity as we see ground breakings, grand openings and new jobs 
coming to the community.  Recently, Priscilla Presley helped open a $45,000,000 
entertainment complex at Graceland.

This includes two fancy restaurants, a new car museum, an entertainment museum and a 
sound stage.  Not to mention, the complex will provide 100 new jobs and Graceland CEO 
Jack Soden says the company is committed to hiring local.  This is on the heels of nearly a 
hundred new jobs at the Graceland Guest House that opened in October.  

Whitehaven is a community in our city where things are going right.  What are your 
thoughts?  How do we improve other areas of the city?  Email me at ABetterMid-
South@wmctv.com or post on my Facebook page, A Better Mid-South.

Job growth fueled by Graceland growth is making this A Better Mid-South.

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved.

Protecting Our Firefighters
Posted: Mar 6, 2017 4:30 PM CDT
By Tracey Rogers, 1 minute

MEMPHIS, TN - (WMC-TV) Hi, I'm Tracey Rogers, Vice President and General Manager of 
WMC Action News 5.  Memphis Firefighters risk their lives 24/ 7/ 365 to protect you, me, 
our property and our businesses and now it may be time for us to look out for them.

 WMC Action News 5 broke the story from Fire Station 29 on Elvis Presley near Forest Hill 
Cemetery.  A firefighter went out on a call Wednesday March 15th and returned to find the 
wheels on his car parked at the fire station HAD BEEN STOLEN!  The outrageous crime was 
done in a parking lot facing Elvis Presley adjacent to the fire house!

Obviously, the city has not budgeted for fencing or surveillance cameras where our 
firefighters park.  Perhaps it is time we citizens and leaders in the private sector unite to 
protect those who protect us.  We need to give our first responders a sense of security when 
they park at Memphis fire stations and come running when we call them.  A public-private 

mailto:ABetterMid-South@wmctv.com
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partnership should examine the best way to secure every fire house parking lot and then we 
need to create a fund to pay the tab.

Giving firefighters a sense of security that their property will be there when they come back 
from serving the needs of our community will make this a Better Mid-South.    

Copyright 2017 WMC-TV. All Rights Reserved.

Dateline   Friday   8:00 PM   This weekly network program profiles 
headline news and cold cases that have been solved by federal, state 
or local authorities.

“After the Storm” Airs Saturday, Jan 14 at 7pm
When a beautiful woman is strangled to death in her large upscale Austin, Texas home, police 
take a closer look at the men in her life.  But soon a stranger appears on their radar and other 
women come forward with strange tales to tell.  Keith Morrison reports.

"Unimaginable" Airs Sunday, Jan 15 at 8pm
After Ross Harris left his 22-month-old son in a hot car for hours, it sparked a murder 
investigation that ended in an explosive trial.  For the first time, Ross Harris’s cousin, as well 
as his best friend, speak out exclusively to Andrea Canning about the case that made national 
headlines.

"The Mystery Man" Airs Sunday, Feb 12 at 6pm
A woman looking for love finds Mr. Right – but he soon pulls her into a dark world of 
undercover espionage where nothing is as it seems.  Dennis Murphy reports.

“The State of Wisconsin vs. Steven A. Avery” Airs Friday, Feb 17 at 
8pm
In his first-ever television interview, Tom Fassbender, co-lead investigator in the Steven 
Avery case, responds to allegations that investigators coerced Avery’s nephew Brendan 
Dassey into making a false confession.  A special new hour of Dateline details the latest 
efforts to free Avery and Dassey, features rarely seen interrogation video and includes 
interviews with key players in the case.  Andrea Canning reports.  

“Betrayed" Airs Friday, Mar 3 at 8pm
When a rising star attorney in South Florida is murdered, police investigate whether her death 
is connected to a web of fraud, betrayal and more than $1 billion in missing money.  Dennis 
Murphy reports.



"Finding Sarah Goode" Airs Friday, Mar 10 at 8pm
When the youngest sister of a large, tight-knit family on Long Island goes missing, they go to 
extraordinary lengths to find her.  Andrea Canning reports.

"Holding Out Hope" Airs Friday, Mar 10 at 8pm
The last time Donna Perkins talked with her son, Lance, he told he was having blackouts.  She 
told him to call 911 and go to the hospital.  That would be the last conversation she would 
have with him before he disappeared.

“The Ellen DeGeneres Show” is a daytime entertainment show that features a diverse mix 
of celebrity interviews, musical performers, sports stars, political dignitaries, and unique 
everyday people.  With a refreshing perspective to daytime television, Ellen’s engaging 
personality and unique take on everyday life invites a relaxed and candid environment 
allowing her guests to engage in entertaining and thoughtful discussions on topics of the 
day.

Show Listings Week of January 23rd – January 27th  

Monday, January 23rd                                                                                   Show # 14-087

DENNIS QUAID (“A Dog’s Purpose”) 
KATIE COURIC (“Gender Revolution: A Journey with Katie Couric”)
Performance by one of Spotify’s “Big Stars of 2017” JAMES TW (He will perform his hit, 
“When You Love Someone” from his debut CD, “First Impressions”)
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

 

Tuesday, January 24th                                                                                  Show # 14-088

AARON PAUL (“The Path”)
 
Exclusive television performance by LADY ANTEBELLUM (They will perform the world 
premiere of their new hit, “You Look Good” from their upcoming CD)
Ellen welcomes six-year-old Nate Butkus from Wilmette, IL. Nate is a first grader who started 
a science podcast last year. Nate interviews professors and scientists around the globe about 
topics like climate change, physics, evolution, radiation, animals and recycling. His podcasts 
average 3,000-4,000 listens per interview, and has over 80,000 hits to date.
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss



Wednesday, January 25th                                                                           Show # 14-089

ED O’NEILL (“Modern Family”)
MAURA TIERNEY (“The Affair”)
Ellen welcomes Jay Lavery from Sharon Springs, NY. Jay is a farmer in upstate New York who 
recently recorded himself dancing in his barn to Sia’s “Cheap Thrills.” After posting the video 
to Facebook, Jay’s dance has since been viewed over eight million times.
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

Thursday, January 26th ___________________________________Show # 14-090

ELLEN’S BIRTHDAY SHOW
KRISTEN BELL and DAX SHEPARD (“CHiPs”)
Stand-up comedy performance by TIG NOTARO
Performance by ANDERSON.PAAK (He will perform “Am I Wrong” from his CD, “Malibu”)
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

Friday, January 27th                                                                                    Show # 14-091

BETH BEHRS (“2 Broke Girls”)
“Average Andy” with the L.A. Kings
Performance by THE GROWLERS (They will perform “I’ll Be Around” from their CD, “City 
Club”)
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss
Ellen welcomes Nayyef Hrebid and Btoo Allami from Seattle, WA.  Nayyef and Btoo, both 
originally from Iraq, met 12 years ago during a mission in the Iraq War.  They quickly fell in 
love, but were unable to come out due to the repercussions of being gay in Iraq.  Nayyef was 
eventually granted asylum in the United States and Btoo escaped to Leganon where he stayed 
in hiding for over four years until he was granted asylum in Canada.  A documentary titled 
“Out of Iraq” has been created about their story.  They are now married and living in Seattle 
helping LGBT youth from the Middle East start a new life in America.
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

 

Tuesday, January 31st                                      Show # 14-093

JAMIE DORNAN (“Fifty Shades Darker”)
New Orleans Saints quarterback DREW BREES (Microsoft Surface)
Performance by Big Sean (He will perform his hits, “Moves,” from his upcoming CE, “I 
Decided”)
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

Wednesday, February 1st                                            Show # 14-094



WANDA SYKES (“What Happened Ms. Sykes”)
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

Thursday, February 2nd                           Show # 14-095

DREW BARRYMORE (“Santa Clarita Diet”)
Ellen welcomes back 12-year-old surfer & skateboarder Sabre Norris from Newcastle, AU.
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

Friday, February 3rd                       Show # 14-096

ICE CUBE (“Fist Fight”)
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

Monday, March 13th                                                                                     Show # 14-117

MINNIE DRIVER (“Speechless”)
LUKE EVANS (“Beauty and the Beast”)
Ellen welcomes ten-year-old Corey “Lil C-Note” Jackson from Jackson, MS.  Lil C-Note is a 
fifth grade hip-hop artist and entrepreneur who has sold over 250,000 records in 4 years 
independently. His goal is to promote positive hip-hop and inspire other kids to follow their 
dreams and overcome their circumstances.
Ellen checks in with Founder Natasha Campbell, Principal Cheryl Swift and a few seniors 
from Summit Academy Charter School in Brooklyn, NY via Skype to see how they are doing 
since their last appearance when each senior received a four-year scholarship to any State 
University of New York, courtesy of Walmart.
Performance by NOAH CYRUS and LABRINTH (They will perform her hit, “Make Me 
(Cry)”)
Guest DJ Stephen "tWitch" Boss

Tuesday, March 14th                                                                                     Show # 14-118

DAX SHEPARD (“CHiPS”)
Ellen welcomes Ryan Leaf from Los Angeles, CA. Ryan was the second overall pick in the 
1998 NFL Draft and was expected to have a great NFL career, but it only lasted four seasons 
since it was interrupted by poor play, bad behavior, and injuries. After leaving the NFL, Ryan 
struggled with an addiction to prescription pills and went to prison for stealing drugs. While 
in prison, he credits “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” for giving him a sense of humanity and 
inspiring him to make a change in his life.
 Performance by RAG‘N’BONE MAN (He will perform “Human” from his debut CD, 
“Human”)
 Guest DJ Stephen "tWitch" Boss



Wednesday, March 15th                                                                               Show # 14-119

MINDY KALING (“The Mindy Project”)
MICHAEL PEÑA (“CHiPs”)
Ellen welcomes Adrianna Alfano Cherkas and her 7-month-old son Theo from Merion Station,  
PA. Adrianna uploaded a video of Theo showing off his impressive head of hair and it 
currently has 36 million views.
Guest DJ Stephen "tWitch" Boss

 

Thursday, March 16th                                                                                   Show # 14-120

FELICITY HUFFMAN (“American Crime”)
LEA MICHELE (She will chat about her new single “Love Is Alive” from her upcoming CD,  
“Places”)
Ellen welcomes five-year-old Nate Seltzer from Stratford, CT. Nate is a preschooler who is 
obsessed with maps and geography. He also loves to draw and invent his own maps.
Guest DJ Stephen "tWitch" Boss

Friday, March 17th                                                                                         Show # 14-121

KRISTEN BELL (“CHiPs”)
DAN BUCATINSKY (“24: Legacy”)
Ellen welcomes kid inventors six-year-old Gideon Reynolds from Dublin, OH, six-year-old 
Reagan Goethals from Mooresville, NC, seven-year-old Barbara Leschinsky from Mahwah, 
NJ, and ten-year-old Jett Peterson from Avoca, IA.
Performance by Tori Kelly (She will perform the classic song “Hallelujah” from the animated 
film, “Sing”). 
Guest DJ Stephen “tWitch” Boss

 



WMC 2017 Q1 PSAs

Witness Bullying - This PSA promotes what to do when witnessing bullying because
the statistics are staggering:  more than 13 million kids—1 in every 4—experience some 
form of bullying, and 88% of 13-17 year-olds witness cyber-bullying on social media. 
Date 1/1/17 -3/31/17
Time:  Please See Attached, Duration: 30 Seconds
TOTAL number of spots: 37

Daddy Involvement - This PSA stresses the impact a father can have with a child by spending 
more time with him.
Date 1/1/17 -3/31/17
Time:  Please See Attached, Duration: 30 Seconds
TOTAL number of spots:  32

Alvin the Chipmunk — This PSA shows different types of food safety tips with Alvin, Simon, 
and Theodore reminding you to always practice safe food preparation habits by following four 
key steps:  Clean, Separate, Cook, and Chill.

Date 1/1/17 -3/31/17
Time:  Please See Attached, Duration: 30 Seconds
TOTAL number of spots: 33

Penguin — This PSA illustrates the dangers of using mobile devices behind the wheel of a 
vehicle.  
Date 1/1/17 -3/31/17
Time:  Please See Attached, Duration: 30 Seconds
TOTAL number of spots: 25

Panda Dad — This PSA discusses the importance of a child having a Dad in his life reminding 
all fathers that their involvement is essential to their children’s well-being and encourages 
them to play and active role in their children’s lives.
Date 1/1/17 -3/31/17
Time: Please See Attached
Duration: 30 Seconds
TOTAL number of Spots: 37



Big Brothers Big Sisters — This PSA discusses the importance BBBS has in the lives of 
children that need a role model.  The non-profit organization’s goal is to help all children 
reach their potential through professionally supported, one-to-one relationships with volunteer 
mentors. Date 1/1/17 -3/31/17
Time: Please See Attached
Duration: 30 Seconds
TOTAL number of Spots: 13


