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WCCU’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 3rd Quarter of 2017:

• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Family Medicine for America’s Health
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Hospice Support Fund
• Make-A-Wish Foundation
• Hospice Support Fund

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WCCU airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 3rd quarter of 2017 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

July 3, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that Brendt Christensen made his first court 
appearance since his arrest on June 30th.  Christensen is charged on complaint for the 
kidnapping of visiting Chinese scholar Yingying Zhang.  The hearing only lasted nine 
minutes and Christensen spoke very little.  The criminal complaint is based on 
information the FBI gathered while surveilling the suspect in the weeks leading up to his 
arrest.  In their report it states that Christensen was captured on recording explaining 
how he kidnapped Yingying and brought her back to his apartment and otherwise held 
her against her will.  In the court room, Christensen held his head down and only spoke 
to acknowledge his rights.  

July 10, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 15 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgos reported Heal to Toe in Urbana is just one of many small 
and locally-owned businesses in town.  The supervisor of the shoe store said he is 
grateful a budget finally passed, he is worried that tax hike may cause more people to 
leave the state—leaving his store visited by fewer customers.  Heal to Toe serves to 
ensure each customer leaves happy with valuable and comfortable shoes.  The locally-
owned store has been serving the Champaign-Urbana community for more than 40 
years.  But in order to keep running a good business the store expects one thing from 
Illinois lawmakers.  Illinois finally has a budget but with the new plan comes an income 
tax increase from 3.75% to 4.95% for individuals and 5.2% to 7% for the corporate tax 
rate.  The Small Business Development Center in Champaign said the income tax 
increase translates to an estimate of around $500-$600 every year.  The supervisor of 
Heal to Toe said it’s too early to tell how the tax rate will impact business long-term, but 
said it may impact his customers.  

July 11, 2017



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 42 seconds

Adam Rife reported that seniors in Springfield had the opportunity to learn all 
about diabetes during a luncheon hosted by the Greater All Nation Tabernacle Church 
in Christ.  The church hopes that this will be one of their most attended luncheons in 10 
years.  The luncheons engage seniors to exercise and links them to services.

July 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 3 seconds

Senait Gebrigiorgis reported that Chester Street Bar in downtown Champaign 
has closed.  The bar owner said he sold the bar to Scott Cock-Raine’s Enterprise.  
Chester Street Bar was the only LGBT club in town.  Amy Beth Myers has been working 
on and off at the bar for 25 years.  She said it’s important for everyone to have a safe 
space.  The bar was especially popular on Sunday nights for drag shows.  Myers said 
she just signed an agreement with another venue, Radio Maria, in downtown 
Champaign.  She will host drag shows there every Wednesday beginning July 26th.

July 14, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that a family is displaced after a fire left significant 
damage to their home in Mattoon.  The fire happened on Crestmore Avenue on July 
13th.  Fire crews said when they arrived they found a fire in the kitchen that spread to 
the attic.  They were able to quickly extinguish the flames.  Two people were home at 
the time, but neither suffered any injuries.  The fire was accidental.  

July 18, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 5 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that developers said the area behind Illinois Terminal will 
look a lot different in a few years.  Changes include a Hotel and Conference Center and 
apartments.  City officials said the 8 to 10-acre project is the biggest project the city has 
seen.  MTD recently paired up with city developers for the project.  MTD wants to 
expand transportation while developers want to bring a hotel, event center and 
apartments.  The estimated 100 to 150-million-dollar project will include expanded 
transportation bays, more than 100 apartments and up to 200 hotel rooms.  In addition 
to this, they hope to add a hockey rink and event center.  The funding from the project 
will come from federal MTD grants, MTD’s capital reserves, the city’s tax incremental 
financing district and the private developer.  Developers said a groundbreaking could 
come as soon as next summer.  The project will take several years to complete.



July 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the city council voted 4 to 1 on eliminating the 
ambulance services in Mattoon.  There are currently two ambulances run by the city’s 
fire department.  There was a larger public outcry from residents who expressed the 
importance of having the city run the ambulance service. A lot of people argued that the 
ambulance helps generate revenue but the city council thought it was in the city’s best 
interest to cut the service to help save money.  They city administration said eliminating 
the service will save between $300,000 and $800,000 per year.  Dunn’s  Ambulance 

July 24, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that according to a recent survey, Champaign residents 
said they’d like more indoor pools and wildlife areas.  The park district said there won’t 
be any immediate changes by the information taken from the surveys may be 
implemented into current park planning.

July 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 10 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the Veterans Affairs hosts town halls 
throughout Illinois giving veterans the chance to voice their concerns and experiences 
regarding services it provides.  The Veterans Affairs Illiana health care system in 
Danville provides primary and secondary care to veterans in Central Illinois and West 
Central Indiana.  Some of the vets at the Mattoon town hall expressed concern about 
the services at the VA clinic in Mattoon, saying that travel required to see a doctor for a 
medical issue is a burden.  Others said it took weeks to hear back for an appointment, 
while some said they were turned away for walk-in emergencies.  

August 1, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that after losing several close friends to gun violence, 
Kumasi Jones wants to help future generations.  Jones works with youth in the 
community—trying to reduce crime.  Jones thinks lowering the crime rate in Champaign 
starts with youth, that includes changing what they see around them growing up.  Just in 
the month of July, the city saw 126 violent crimes and 142 property crimes, like break-
ins and thefts.  Both of those numbers have increased since June.  Police hope events 
like national night out will help lower those numbers.  Not only does it give the 
community the chance to meet their neighbors, but they can also interact with police on 



a personal level.  So for many, this event is more than just kicking a ball and eating 
barbeque—it’s about building trust and being proactive about preventing crime.

August 7, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Jarling’s Custard Cup in Champaign is donating a 
portion of every custard sold on August 7th to the Companion Animal Resource and 
Education, or CARE, Center.  It’s part of the “Helping Paw Fund” that gives financial 
assistance to individuals and families in East Central Illinois.  Patrons only need to 
mention you want to donate to CARE.  The center helps with veterinary bills for exams 
and vaccinations.  

August 9, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 5 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that the Department of Justice has said the Champaign 
County Jail is not ADA compliant.  It would cost $200,000 to make the jail compliant.  
That doesn’t include much needed maintenance to the building.  Champaign County 
Sheriff Dan Walsh wants to shut down the downtown jail completely and expand the 
satellite jail.  The inmates that require separation complicate the moving process since 
they cannot be around others and surrounding county jails will only take “general 
population” inmates during the transition.  Plus, Sheriff Walsh said sending inmates to 
other county jails would cost upwards of one-million-dollars.  His solution is keep the 
downtown jail open until renovations on the satellite jail are completed.  Then relocate 
the special needs inmates.  The county administrator is still looking into how much it 
would cost to renovate the satellite jail.  The county has to submit a plan to the 
Department of Justice of how they will become ADA compliant or a plan to move the 
inmates by March of 2018,

August 9, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that dozens of classic cars were destroyed in a fire at 
the car museum in Staunton.  It happened on August 8th.  100 Firefighters from 13 
different departments did everything they could to save the business.  There were no 
fire hydrants on the property and water had to be trucked in.  The main building, which 
housed 150 vehicles, was a total loss.  

August 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds



Jacqueline Francis reported that the USDA reported that 31% of food sold 
grocery stores ends up in a dumpster.  To many grocery stores, food waste is just part 
of the business.  But a movement in Champaign-Urbana is working to change that.  
When Common Grounds in Urbana closes for the night, employees round up food items 
deemed unsellable—for reasons like ripped packaging, expiration date or just a bruised 
banana.  Volunteers with local organizations that work to feed hungry people pick the 
food up, transport it to their kitchen and make a meal from it that night or the next day.  
Common Grounds mission is uncommon, as most grocery stores dump excess food.  2 
University of Illinois seniors are trying to change that.    There’s a huge need and a huge 
disconnect between hunger and food waste.  To make the connection, the students are 
developing an app called Dibbs.  At the end of the day grocery stores can upload their 
food to the app, and on the other side places can view the dashboard and call dibs on it.  
Common Ground is piloting the Dibbs app.  The app is expected to launch in January 
2018.

August 12, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Jacqueline Francis reported that the fate of the county nursing home will have a 
big impact on the community.  And as the back and forth continues, those who depend 
on it the most watch nervously.  81-year-old Nancy Miller lives there and it’s a place 
where the care his kind, her needs are met and friends are just around the corner.  The 
possible sale of the nursing home brings a lot of unknowns.  Suzanne Kaynigs frim 
manages the nursing home.  Her team was hired in July to turn around the finances.  
She said the progress made in a matter of weeks is proof that it can work.  County 
officials are most concerned about covering the nursing home’s expenses in 
September, when there are 3 payrolls that need to be made.

August 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the university YMCA asked the community to donate of 
their garage sale leftovers.  The YMCA is hosting a dump before you run event.  The 
event is one of the community’s biggest recycling programs.  You can drop off 
donations on August 19th from 8 a.m. until noon at the stock pavilion located at 1402 
West Pennsylvania in Urbana.

August 23, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Nikki McGee reported that University of Illinois police received an anonymous tip 
of a sexual assault on campus.  It’s unknown if the victim was a student, but with school 
about to start, police are educating students about warning signs that someone may be 



in danger, with the hopes of reducing sexual assault this year.  University police said it’s 
not unusual to see an increase in sexual assaults reported around the start of the 
school year.  Last August they received 4 reports.  

August 25, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 51 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that an old scan with a new twist hit the Champaign 
area.  The Champaign County Sheriff’s office warned residents after a local couple lost 
$2500.  The scam involved someone calling the couple claiming to be a grandchild 
needing help to get out of jail.  The caller convinced them to purchase Walmart gift 
cards and give them the code.  The gift cards were redeemed in Florida.  The sheriff’s 
office is working with law enforcement in Florida to try and track down the suspect.

August 28, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that blood donors in Urbana are doing what they can to 
help the victims of Hurricane Harvey.  Residents donated blood and platelets at 
Community Blood Services of Illinois.  In order to send blood to Texas, the center needs 
even more donors to give, so there’s enough to meet the needs of the hospital and 
hurricane victims.  

September 8, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 36 seconds

Doug Quick reported that local restaurants are preparing to celebrate 
Champaign-Urbana being named “Best Midwest Food Town” by Midwest Magazine.  
There will be games, prizes and snacks given out at several stops around town on 
September 9th.  The tour starts at Market at the Square and ends at Grange Grove.  
Tourism experts believe home-grown ingredients is what sets Champaign apart when it 
comes to food.  

September 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 5 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that a unanimous vote by Urbana’s city council will 
put $25,000 of state and federal grant money toward the operational costs of men’s 
shelters open during winter.  The emergency solutions grant program put the city in 
charge of allocating the funds.  If funding and logistics align, Abbott said the shelter 
could have a longer season this year, possibly opening as early as November and 
running through April.



September 25, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Champaign City Council will be meeting to discuss new 
goals for the city through 2019.  The council meets every two years to come up with 
new goals.  Council members said some of the greatest accomplishments over the last 
two years has been improving police-community relations and improving infrastructure.  
Deputy Mayor Tom Bruno said he hopes to continue to address crime with the 
upcoming goals.  

Crime and Court

July 3, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that a 21-year-old woman is dead after being partially 
ejected from a vehicle during an accident.  The woman was a passenger in the vehicle 
along with a one-year-old child and a male passenger.  The traffic report said the driver 
lost control of the vehicle after leaving and returning to the roadway.  The driver was 
taken to the hospital by helicopter.

July 3, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 7 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that Brendt Christensen, the man accused of kidnapping 
Chinese scholar Yingying Zhang, visited the website fetlife.com and the forum 
“abduction 101.”  It’s a website that invites users to discuss their fetishes.  While the 
website gives tips on how to carry out illegal crimes, the website’s policy states that any 
interaction must be between adults and consensual.   Researchers said it’s protected 
under first amendment rights.  Christensen also visited another website that talked 
about committing hate and sex crimes.  Law enforcement officials said there’s little they 
can do about the websites until once a crime is committed and even then the websites 
aren’t shut down completely.  

July 6, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Springfield police are investigating a July 4th shooting.  
It happened while the victims were watching the fireworks near South 13th and South 
streets.  Officers were following a car driving erratically when dispatch reported the 
same vehicle being shot at.  The driver and a passenger said they were distracted by 



fireworks when someone opened fire.  They were injured by debris when one bullet 
went through the car.  Police have not identified a suspect.

July 10, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that authorities arrested three men wanted in connection 
to a deadly shooting in Decatur.  Decatur police and the U.S. Marshals services took 
brothers Joseph and Darrelle Fox, and Shawn Eubanks into custody on July 9th.  All 
three face charges of first degree murder in the shooting death of 36-year-old 
Demesheo Lovelace near the 900 block of South Main Street. 

July 10, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 35 seconds

Doug Quick reported that according to police., a 27-year-old man was found with 
multiple gunshot wounds lying along the road in the 1400 block of Eastview.  The victim 
told police he was riding his bike when a vehicle pulled up and shot him in the lower 
torso.  He was taken by ambulance to Champaign hospital where he was listed in 
serious condition.  
 
July 11, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that 27-year-old Ollie Williams, who was shot on July 10th 
while riding his bike, has died.  Police arrested 24-year-old Latron Cross in connection 
to the shooting.  Authorities said this was not a random act of violence and Williams was 
targeted.

July 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that 52-year-old John Gherna, a registered sexual 
predator, was sentenced to 17 and a half years in federal prison.  Gherna was 
sentenced for receiving and possessing child pornography.  Gherna was arrested on 
federal charges, as he had a prior conviction for aggravated criminal sexual abuse of a 
minor.  After he’s released, Gherna will remain on parole for 15 years.

July 14, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds



Jacqueline Francis reported that Jeremiah Bridges, who is accused of leaving his 
son alone, in a truck, that had two bombs, a machine gun and several more firearms 
inside, was charged with unlawful use of weapons and endangering the life of a child.  
Bridges’ bond is set at $750,000 and the judge denied his request to return to Indiana.  

July 17, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Macon County Sheriff’s office is looking for an 
armed robbery suspect.  Authorities said a man walked into the Casey’s in Warrensburg 
on July 16th, pulled a gun and demanded money.  The suspect took off with an 
undisclosed amount of cash.  He’s described as a light-skinned black man.  Anyone 
with any information is urged to call the Macon County Sheriff’s office or Warrensburg 
Police Department.

July 28, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Mark Miller plead guilty to a federal charge of soliciting 
bribes from Afghan contractors.  Miller worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Afghanistan, and admitted to soliciting a total of $320,000 from vendors for construction 
jobs in Afghanistan.  Miller was in Afghanistan from 2009 to 2012.  He will be sentenced 
in November. 

August 1, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Illinois Supreme Court has resentenced 35 of 80 
Illinois inmates who received mandatory life without parole sentences as juveniles.  The 
state’s highest court recently ruled their punishment unconstitutional.  20 inmates will 
serve no parole sentences for crimes committed while they were 17 years or younger.  
Two others received natural life sentences and one had his punishment reduced to 60 
years in prison.  A small amount of other inmates was released.

July 24, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Champaign police need the community’s help in 
solving a recent gas station burglary.  Someone broke into the Circle K at 601 N. Neil 
Street on July 18th.  The door was broken when they arrived.  Police said surveillance 



footage shows the suspect taking cigarettes and then leaving the store.  Anyone with 
information is asked to call CrimeStoppers at 373-TIPS.

July 25, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Doug Quick reported that former University of Illinois football players Darta Lee 
and Zarrian Holcombe were in court.  Both were charged with residential burglary and 
armed robbery.  The men were arrested after they broke into a dorm room and 
demanded money.  Their attorney requested a continuation.  Both will be back in court 
September 19th.

August 3, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes 

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Champaign police said their efforts have led to 
the arrests of more than 200 suspects in cases of burglaries since 2015.  The crime is 
still a problem in town so they’re creating a pilot property crimes unit, where a team of 
detectives will focus solely on investigating property crimes. Police said that residential 
burglaries have dropped in the first six months of the year, but car break-ins have 
increased.  Champaign police said the majority of motor vehicle burglary reports are to 
unlocked vehicles with valuables visibly inside.  

August 22, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Larry Graham was charged with aggravated 
robbery.  Graham robbed the Busy Bank in Urbana on August 21st and was arrested by 
Urbana police one hour after the robbery.  Police said evidence of the bank robbery was 
recovered near the 2900 block of Susan Stone Drive, where Graham was arrested.  

August 3, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 30 seconds

Senait Gebrigiorgis reported that Yingying’s family praised the community’s 
support and ask that it be continued.  They’re also asking for President Donald Trump’s 
help.  Police continue to search for University of Illinois Chinese scholar Yingyng Zhang.  
She was picked up at the corner of Clark and Goodwin on June 9th by Brendt 
Christensen, who has since been charged with kidnapping.  The donations collected 
from the Go Fund Me thus far has helped with the family’s travel expenses, passports 
and visas.  They said they may hire a private investigator and estimate the cost of that, 
including advertisements, to be between $500,000 and one-million-dollars.  Yingying’s 



boyfriend said the family will not leave the U.S. without her, even if it takes a year.  The 
family also shared some new information—saying the FBI told them they have great 
progress in the investigation and “some good evidence and news to come.”  The family 
said no further details have been shared with them.  They asked for the university and 
community to continue the overwhelming support.  

August 23, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the lawyers of accused kidnapper Brendt Christensen 
said they need more time to prepare for trial.  Right now Christensen’s trial for the 
kidnapping of University of Illinois scholar Yingying Zhang is set to start September 12th 
but a motion to continue looks to change that.  The defense said the extra time will allow 
them to carefully review all of the evidence—some of which they have not received.  
The judge will either approve or deny the request on August 28th, when Christensen is 
due back in court for a pre-trial hearing.

August 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 8 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that the trial date for accused kidnapper Brendt 
Christensen is now pushed back to next year. In a pre-trial hearing, District Judge Colin 
Bruce approved the defense’s motion to continue—the trial is now set to start on 
February 27, 2018.  Both the defense and prosecution agreed that the later date is more 
realistic due to the amount of evidence involved in this case, some of which is still being 
processed.  During the hearing, a representative from the U.S. Attorney’s office said 
there’s still a chance for a superseding indictment—meaning the grand jury could 
accuse Christensen of additional charges based on new or re-examined evidence.  The 
defense added that this possibility does not surprise them.  The FBI presumes Yingying 
is dead, but her body has not been found.  The family said they will stay here until she is 
found.  

September 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that $25,000 worth of equipment was stolen from McCabe 
Brothers Tool Rental in Champaign.  Owners said when they came in the morning of 
July 24th they found their back gate broken into.  Police said the two suspects were 
male based on the surveillance video.  The owners said the loss hurts their business as 
a rental company.  In total, 22 pieces of equipment were taken.  Anyone with 
information is asked to call Champaign County CrimeStoppers are 217-373-TIPS.

September 5, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the defense attorneys of accused kidnapper Brendt 
Christensen asked to be removed from the case.  Christensen hired the services of 
Bruno Law Offices shortly after his June 30th arrest in connection to the missing 
University of Illinois scholar Yingying Zhang.  On September 1st, Tom, Anthony and 
Evan Bruno jointly filed a motion to withdraw as counsel.  In the document, the 
attorneys state that Christensen and his family would be unable to pay for the possibility 
of a death penalty defense.  Right now Christensen only faces federal kidnapping 
charges, but in a pretrial hearing, prosecutors suggested they would seek additional 
charges.  The Bruno’s presume these additional charges will include the prospect of 
capital punishment.  According to the motion, the attorneys are asking that Christensen 
be given a court-appointed attorney.  Adding that Christensen agrees with this decision.  
If the Bruno’s request is granted, they have agreed to provide advice and consultation to 
Christensen’s new attorney pro bono.  Bruno Law Offices are declining further comment 
since the motion is pending.

September 8, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 15 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that Brenden Christensen appeared in court and 
requested a court-appointed attorney after his attorney’s withdrew from the case.  
Shortly after Christensen’s arrest, Bruno Law Offices came on as his defense team for 
the federal kidnapping charges.  But as prosecutors hinted at more serious charges, 
that would make the case eligible for the death penalty.  The Bruno’s asked to withdraw 
from the case.  The Public Defender’s office will now represent Christensen and an 
attorney will likely be brought in from Washington, D.C. who has a background in more 
complex cases, like Capital Punishment.  Even with a switch in defense, the judge 
wants to keep the February trial date.  Federal prosecutors plan to pursue a 
superseding indictment in early October.  

September 15 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Former House Speaker Dennis Hastert denied 
allegations he once sexually assaulted a fourth grader.  The alleged victim filed a 
lawsuit saying that attack happened while Hastert was a Yorkville High School teacher 
in the 1970’s.  Hastert’s attorney said the law bars the victim from making the claims 
more than two years after he turned 18 and that the suit should be dismissed.  Hastert 
returned to Illinois in July after serving part of a 15-month prison sentence for violating 
banking laws.



September 13, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that a shooting at a Washington High School left three 
wounded and one dead.  All victims, including the fatality, are students.  Police said the 
gunman is in custody and the surviving victims are in stable condition at a nearby 
hospital.  

September 13, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that 51-year-old Matt Sorensen, a former McLean County 
Chairmen, was sentenced to serve 12 months and 1 day in federal prison for a wire 
fraud scheme.  Sorensen admitted he defrauded a Chicago consulting firm of nearly 
$500,000.  

September 15, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the Danville School Board suspended Gregory 
Lazzell on September 13th.  Vermilion County State’s Attorney Jacqueline Lacy said 
Lazzell is facing 5 accounts of intimidation, one count of official misconduct and one 
count of theft.  Lacy said Lazzell allegedly stole between $10,000 and $100,000 from a 
school.  Lacy didn’t give more details about the offense but said these allegations have 
been going on for several years.  If convicted of theft, Lazzell could be sentenced up to 
15 years in prison or probation.  

September 15, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Doug Quick reported that it’s been nearly 100 days since Yingying Zhang 
disappeared and per Chinese tradition, it’s time to honor her.  Zhang was last seen 
getting into a black Saturn Astra on June 9th.  27-year-old Brendt Christensen has been 
arrested and charged with kidnapping.  While Zhang is presumed dead, her body has 
not been found.  It’s Chinese tradition to honor victims 100 days after a tragedy, so a 
vigil is planned for September 17th at the University of Illinos quad from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m.  

September 19, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds



Katherine Tellez reported that Attorney General Lisa Madigan joined a coalition 
of 41 other Attorney Generals to expand investigations into manufacturers and 
distributors of opioids.  They have requested information from manufacturers to 
evaluate whether these companies are using lawful practices.  Madigan said “We must 
hold opioid manufacturers and distributors accountable for their roles in the nationwide 
opioid epidemic.”  In Illinois, opioid overdoses are the main driver of drug-related 
deaths.

September 25, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Juan Miguel-Juan was sentenced to 10 years in prison 
for hitting 12-year-old Triston Smith with his van in 2015.  Miguel-Juan plead guilty to 
aggravated DUI in July.  Smith suffered multiple injuries.

Economy

July 14, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Illinoisans will soon be paying more money at the 
pump due to a gas tax included in the recently passed budget.  The bill eliminates a 
20% sales tax credit given to wholesalers on gas.  Sellers will now pass that cost along 
to consumers.  In Central Illinois, we’ll be paying 3 to 5 cents more per gallon.  Just one 
penny per gallon can generate about 50-million-dollars so the tax will potentially bring in 
around 150-million-dollars per year.  While the new tax hasn’t gone into effect yet, gas 
stations are already working on how to implement the new system.  

July 18, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the I-Cash program is breaking records: 159-million-
dollars in forgotten cash and stocks has been returned.  Treasurer Michael Frerichs said 
it’s the largest amount in the program’s history and exceeds last year’s total by about 4-
million-dollars.  

July 31, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Best Buy is eliminating 339 positions from the geek 
squad.  The team performs in-home product installations and repairs across the 



country.  Best Buy has roughly 20,000 people working on the geek squad across the 
country.  The layoffs will take place in September.  A Best Buy official said those 
affected by the layoffs will be given new jobs with similar pay and responsibilities.  

August 25, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Whole Foods will start slashing prices on August 
28th.  Amazon said that’s when its takeover of Whole Foods will be completed.  The first 
markdowns will include organic avocados, apples, salmon and brown eggs, among 
other items.  Amazon will start selling some Whole Foods products on its website.

September 13, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 29 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the committee of the whole approved the language in 
a new developmental agreement for the proposed Pawnee power plant.  The 
agreement brings up a few important factors, including how the power plant will 
minimize any impact on CWLP rates, how the project will hire up to 800 construction 
workers, as well as up to 40 full-time employees, and how the plant will bring in about 
1.2-billion-dollars’ worth of private investments.  
 
September 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes 

Jacqueline Francis reported that the lack of rain isn’t good for farmers or 
consumers.  Local farmer Lee Waters said less than average yield will come as a 
consequence of the season’s dry condition and with less rainfall comes less profit.  Crop 
insurance is designed to protect farmers from a poor growing season, this year farmers 
may find themselves in a tough spot.  University of Illinois Professor Scott Irwin said 
because crops are doing relatively well nationwide, a low yield in Illinois won’t drive up 
grocery or fuel prices.

Education

July 5, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the University of Illinois will host a conference to 
combat hunger among college students.  Officials said student hunger is directly 
correlated with rising tuition and other costs.  Several food pantries have recently 



opened on the U of I campus in Champaign and Parkland College.  The conference is 
set for March of 2018 and will be hosted by an agricultural engineering professor.

July 15, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Rachel Droze reported that Governor Bruce Rauner wants the education funding 
reform bill that passed both chambers delivered to his desk.  Rauner called on Senate 
President John Cullerton to send him Senate Bill 1.  Once it hits his desk, Rauner said 
he plans to issue and amendatory veto.  Right now, Illinois has one of the largest gaps 
of any state between funding distributed to its most affluent school district and its 
poorest school district.  By switching to an evidence-based model, lawmakers hope to 
narrow the gap.  Both Democrats and Republicans put forward evidence-based school 
funding bills.  The plans are similar, but Republicans claims the Democrats plan unfairly 
pushes extra money to Chicago public schools.  Rauner said he’ll amend the bill to 
remove the funding for the Chicago public schools pension system.  In doing this, 
Springfield schools would get over 600-thousand-dollars more in funding.

July 18, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that during the budget impasse, Illinois stopped funding 
MAP grants.  Students at University of Illinois at Springfield were among the lucky ones, 
because the university funded the money, but they are still relieved the funding is back.  
Roughly 800 students at UIS rely on MAP grants—that’s about 2.5-million-dollars each 
academic year.  

July 19, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Doug Quick reported that new laws and policies are making it easier for school 
districts around the state to hire teachers.  More than 1,000 teaching positions statewide 
are unfilled according to data collected from school districts in 2016.  To bring in more 
educators, a new law that streamlines teacher licensing requirements have taken effect.  
The Illinois School Board of Education changed some of their policies when it comes to 
endorsements.

July 19, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that Danville school board voted unanimously to 
offer higher salaries and incentives to recruit and retain special education teachers.  



Currently, Danville District 118 has 17 special education vacancies and other 10 vacant 
teaching positions.  To help with this, the district voted to approve a program to help 
recruit and retain special education teachers and school psychologists.  Starting 
salaries for special education teachers will go from about $30,000 to $40,000 with a 
$5,000 incentive for experienced special education teachers.  The district will also 
increase starting salaries to school psychologists to $50,000.  They will also cover 
expenses for coursework and exams for anyone interested in becoming licensed in 
special education.  

July 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that student in District 116 are getting ready to go back 
to school.  The two-day registration event wrapped up.  Parents and students could 
meet their principal and learn about extra-curricular activities and the new breakfast in 
the classroom program.  Starting this year, students district-wide will be served 
breakfast in class.  It was tested at one school last year.  The principal there said it 
reduced student tardiness by 60%.  

August 1, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Rachel Droze reported that Senate Bill 1 is back in the hands of the general 
assembly.  The governor issued an amendatory veto on the education funding reform 
legislation.  In the amendment veto, Governor Rauner removed help for Chicago public 
schools’ pension system and a Chicago block grant.  Those two areas total close to half 
a billion dollars.  There are also additional changes in the veto. Rauner said this action 
helps all children in the state.  Senator Andy Manar and Representative Will Davis, both 
Democrats, spoke with the press before the governor announced his veto.  The bill 
sponsors encouraged Rauner to not take any action on the bill.  They said there are still 
active negotiations going on between the parties.

August 11, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 55 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that Jared Vandevanter, a Junior at Georgetown-Ridge 
farm district, created a Go Fund Me page to raise $200,000 for his school.  He said the 
main goal of the page is to raise awareness to the funding crisis.  The district sent a 
letter to parents saying they only have enough money to keep the school open 51 days 
without state funding.  If there isn’t a school funding bill approved, the school will close.

August 12, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.



5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the Illinois House will have the chance to move the 
state education funding bill forward when they meet again on August 16th.  The Senate 
voted to override Governor Rauner’s amendatory veto on August 11th.  Rauner called 
the bill a bailout for Chicago’s failing district.  Until the bill is passed, no money will be 
released to schools.  Many schools have said they won’t be able to keep the doors open 
throughout the year without those funds.

August 18, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds

Senait Gebrigiorgis reported that students and scholars from different countries 
can face unique challenges when it comes to safety on campus.  The International 
Student and Scholar Services is collaborating with the University of Illinois Police 
Department to help solve that.  Students at the U of I don’t have to walk alone.  The 
International Student and Scholar Service and the U of I police are holding sessions to 
teach international students safety resources available to them on campus.  Those 
resources include self-defense classes and classes on how to detect scams.  The U of I 
police said the sessions have always been offered to international students but this 
year, they were approached by more students who asked for more workshops, 
especially after U of I Chinese scholar Yingying Zhang went missing in June.

August 28, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Illinois is one step closer to school funding reform.  The 
Illinois House is still debating a bill that would release general state aid to public of 
schools.  One point of contention is a seventy-five-million-dollar tax credit for private 
school scholarships.  Several republicans and democrats say they’re unable to vote for 
the bill because of this credit.  Those in support of the legislation said the bill is the 
result of a bipartisan, bicameral compromise.  

September 5, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Illinois schools can expect their general state aid 
payments by the end of the week.  According to the comptroller’s office, they are 
working with the State Board of Education to get the payments out.  

September 15, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 1 minute and 45 seconds
Nikki McGee reported that Eastern Illinois University administrators said 

enrollment has been down by as much as one thousand students every year for the 
past five years.  The university is teaming up with the University of Illinois and Southern 
Illinois University to convince more students to stay in-state for college.  Schools across 
the state have lost an estimated 150,000 students to out-of-state schools over the past 
14 years.  Administrators are blaming the two-year budget impasse and the fact that 
out-of-state competitors sometimes offer in-state tuition to Illinois students.  

September 19, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 41 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that Rantoul city elementary schools will switch to a 
new grading system, Standards Based Reporting.  The new grading scale focuses on 
learning and helps increase achievement.  The system recently adopted by the schools 
uses a number scale to grades Kindergarten through 5th grade students.  3 is like an A, 
meaning the student has mastered the skill.  A 2 shows the student is making progress 
and a 1 means the student needs improvement and has little understanding of that skill.  
The skills being measured are considered smaller learning targets and prevent teachers 
from having to give an overall letter grade for a subject as a whole.  Rantoul schools 
hope this system will help parents measure progress. 

September 27, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 50 seconds

Senait Gebrigiorgis reported that Danville school district renewed its agreement 
with the city and Vermilion County for 2 police officers to serve as school resource 
officers.  The original agreement was to have 5 SRO’s but officials said overall staffing 
numbers are down.  The number of current police officers in Danville is down and 
because of that, this year Danville school will only have 2 SRO’s instead of 4.

Government

July 4, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the budget crisis continues after bipartisan talks broke 
down over the weekend, but some lawmakers hoping for progress in the statehouse.  2 
of the 3 bills needed for a budget passed the House on July 2nd and the 3rd made it over 
to the Senate on July 3rd.  The Budget Implementation Bill, also known as the “BIMP 
bill”, would authorize 6-billion-dollars of bonds to pay for the spending plan.  

July 4, 2017



NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Danville firefighters and city officials are close to 
making a final agreement on budget reductions in the fire department.  The union said 
as of now they have not cut any firefighters since station 4 closed. 

July 6, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Illinois has a budget since the first time since 2015.  
The Illinois House voted to override Governor Rauner’s vetoes of a budget package.  
The action gives that state its first annual spending plan since 2015.  The House voted 
to override the governor’s veto of a 5-billion-dollar increase in income taxes and a 36-
billion-dollar spending plan.  The override brings an end to the nation’s longest state 
budget crisis since at least the great depression.  

July 10, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 20 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Comptroller Susana Mendoza said it will be a few 
months before she can actually start paying overdue bills.  Mendoza said they must still 
wait for the money to come.  The bill backlog is currently over 14-billion-dollars.  
Mendoza will have access to some funds that were previously frozen due to the budget 
impasse, which will allow Illinois to pay basic core obligations through August.  The 
income tax will help with the deficit, but Moody’s is still threatening to throw the state 
into junk bond status.  The bills to be paid first include medical bills and payments to 
larger corporations. Social service agencies, daycare providers and substance abuse 
programs are not eligible for late payment interest, so they’ll have to wait.

July 11, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the Champaign City Council voted unanimously to 
purchase planning services to analyze the possible relocation of fire station 3.  The 
company will analyze whether station 3 is okay in its current location or would better 
service the community from a different location.

July 19, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds



Matt Witkos reported that the latest GOP healthcare bill collapsed in the Senate 
again.  President Trump is still without a major legislative victory after one of his key 
campaign promises stalls.  Repealing and replacing Obamacare is one of President 
Trump’s major campaign promises.  Republicans have promised to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act for several years.  President Trump said to let Obamacare fail and 
then come together and do a great healthcare plan.  Trump said “I’m certainly 
disappointed for seven years I’ve been hearing repeal and replace from Congress and 
I’ve been hearing it loud and strong and then when we finally get a chance to repeal and 
replace they don’t take advantage of it.”  Republicans voted more than 60 times to 
repeal all or part of Obamacare, but that was when President Obama was in the White 
House and had veto power to stop it.  

July 21, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Moody’s Investors Service announced the state’s 
credit rating will not be downgraded to junk bond status. The agency warned a 
downgrade is still possible within the next 2 years.  Moody’s said that while the new 
budget is a step in the right direction, it doesn’t improve Illinois’ unfunded pension 
liability.

July 21, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Governor Bruce Rauner issued an ultimatum to 
lawmakers—if they don’t have the education funding reform bill to his desk by July 24th 
then he’ll call them back for a special session.  The bill passed through both chambers, 
but has to be sent to the governor.  Rauner said that when the legislation lands on his 
desk, he’ll issue an amendatory veto.  He said the legislation is good, but the Chicago 
block grant needs to go.  

July 26, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 15 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Governor Bruce Rauner signed a bill into law to 
freeze per diems at their existing levels.  The law goes into effect immediately.  The bill 
was approved by lawmakers in both parties.  The per diem rate was supposed to 
increase from $111 to $142 July 1st.  The mileage reimbursement was increasing from 
39 cents per gallon to 54 cents per gallon.  The existing rates have been used since 
2012.  

July 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes

Nikki McGee reported that department heads throughout Champaign County are 
crunching numbers and looking at worst-case scenario if the Champaign County 
nursing home isn’t sold.  There could be up to 34 people laid off.  County Administrator 
Rick Snider said the nursing home owes about 1.5-million-dollars to the county.  The 
nursing home has previously said that’s money owed to them by the state.  Voters said 
they weren’t willing to pay for that with tax money, and Snider said there isn’t enough 
money in the general fund to cover that amount.  County residents voted to sell the 
nursing home and that is something Snider said they are working on.  It will hopefully be 
on the market in August, but if it’s not sold within the next year, that would increase the 
likelihood of layoffs.

August 1, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the Champaign city council took a final vote on a 
new police oversight subcommittee.  The citizen review subcommittee will oversee 
complaints file against the police department.  Those on the subcommittee will have 
access to evidence in compliant investigations and make recommendations to the 
police chief based on their findings.  

September 5, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 22 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that University of Illinois students said their anxiety 
and fears have turned into uncertainty about their future goals, plans and dreams.  Rubi 
and Ana are both Deferred Action Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and seniors at the U of I.  
As most seniors are preparing for their post-graduation plans, the two said they don’t 
know what their future holds.  Ana came to the United States from Guatemala when she 
was six-years-old and Rubi arrived from Mexico when she was nine-years-old.  The two 
said over the years they built their lives on in this country—the one they consider home.  
The university said they are working with the American Council on Education to make 
their concerns known at the national level.  

September 6, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that the House of Representatives approved a 7.9-
billion-dollar aid package for Hurricane Harvey relief.  Only 3 congressman voted no.  
Democratic leaders said President Trump agreed to the plan to fund the government 
and increase the nation’s debt limit for three months as part of the deal.  The deal 



promises to speed the bill to Trump’s desk before disaster accounts run out later this 
week.

September 8, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that President Trump signed off on the Hurricane 
Harvey relief package.  It will provide 15-billion-dollars in disaster relief that will help 
victims of the hurricane.  White House officials said it also provides any needed funding 
post Hurricane Irma.  The approved package raises the debt limit and funds the 
government through December.  The bill was part of a deal struck between Trump and 
Democratic leaders.

September 12, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that Piatt County Board Chairman Randy Keith is 
running for State Representative.  Keith is running for 101st District—a seat currently 
held by Bill Mitchell.  The 101st District includes parts of Piatt, Champaign, Macon, 
Dewitt and McClean counties.  Republicans Todd Henricks of Cerro Gordo and Dan 
Caulkins of Decatur have also announced their candidacy for the seat.

September 12, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Supreme Court is allowing the Trump 
Administration to maintain its restrictive ban on refugees.  The justices agreed to an 
administration request to block a lower court ruling that would have eased the refugee 
ban.  The ruling would have allowed up to 24,000 refugees to enter the country before 
the end of October.  The justices are scheduled to hear arguments on October 10th on 
the legality of the ban on travelers from six mostly Muslim countries and refugees 
anywhere in the world.

September 14, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Jacqueline Francis reported that Representative Carol Ammons and 24 
community members exchanged ideas about legislation impacting the LGBTQ 
community.  Three bills that include a law—including the Modernize State Vital Records 
Act.  An Act that updates the law regarding changing the gender marker on a birth 
certificate.  While the group celebrated the success on the state level, Representative 
Ammons reminded them that their fight continues.  Ammons said “We want to protect 



our communities from the negative consequences that may come at the national level 
that may impact their day-to-day lives.”

September 25, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that the Supreme Court announced they will not hear oral 
arguments on President Trump’s travel ban on October 10th.  Trump issued a new travel 
ban to replace a provision of the ban that was expiring.  Immigrant rights groups said 
that the new ban added non-Muslim majority countries only to legitimize Trump’s 
argument that it’s not based on religion.

Health and Wellness

July 7, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 49 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that for years the Republican party said they wanted to 
get rid of the Affordable Care Act and now they’re in a position to do so, but the GOP 
continues to be fractured on how to get it done.  Ten GOP Senators said they have 
concerns about the Republican health care plan.  The bill will fail if two Republicans 
vote no.  Some Republicans are calling for repealing Obamacare now and replacing 
later.  Senator Chuck Grassley of Iowa said that will only boost market insecurity and 
said the system needs change.  Senator Grassley said “Now your healthcare plans are 
dictated by law from Washington D.C., one size fits all.  It’s got to fit into either bronze or 
silver or gold or platinum, and you’re gonna have more choice.”  

July 26, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that the Illinois State Police are cracking down on drivers 
for speed.  ISP said speed limits are carefully calculated by road engineers and are 
more than just a suggestion.  According to the National Safety Council, every ten miles 
per hour past 50 doubles your chances of death if you’re involved in a crash.  IDOT 
reported 606 traffic fatalities so far in 2017, which is an increase of 21 people from this 
time last year.

July 24, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds



Jenn Sullivan reported that HSHS St. John’s Hospital hosted a fundraiser to 
donate a new cardiac cath lab to India.  Cath labs help doctors identify any heart issues 
and allow them to detect early signs of heart disease.  Doctor Nilesh Goswami with the 
Prairie Heart Institute teamed up with St. John’s to make the donation possible.  
Officials said the hospital in that part of India desperately needs a cath lab.  Dr. 
Goswami said “They had a lot of patients with heart disease and they didn’t have any 
mechanism or any way to treat these patients.  They had to send them seven hours to a 
facility who had Cardiologists available.”  St. John’s and the Prairie Heart Institute are 
trying to raise $150,000 to send the cath lab to India along with a team to train area 
doctors on how to use the equipment.

July 26, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 2 minutes and 30 seconds

Senait Gebregiorgis reported that the American Medical Association journal 
published a study showed a link between football and Chronic Traumatic 
Encephalopathy (CTE).  A neuropathologist examined the brains of 202 football 
players—111 of them played in the NFL.  Of those 111, all expect 1 had the disease.  
CTE is associated with repetitive head trauma and can cause a range of medical 
conditions, including depression and memory loss.  In total, researchers found CTE in 
87% of the 202 former football players with an average of 15 years in the game—that 
includes high school, college, semi-professional and NFL experience.

September 6, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that fewer West Nile cases have been reported in Illinois 
this year.  According to the Illinois Department of Public Health, fewer bugs and dead 
birds have tested positive for the virus this year.  There have been 16 human cases 
reported so far this year.  At this time last year, almost 90 human cases had been 
reported.

September 8, 2017
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Oak Terrace Health Care Center closed its doors, 
displacing several residents.  State law requires facilities like Oak Terrace to give 60 
days’ notice to residents before closing.  Some residents said they found out the day 
before they needed to be out.  Kristyn Harland, Activity Aid, said “People are scrambling 
to find places for their families.  A lot of them who are sick or ill, they’re here for a 
reason.  We’re a nursing home.”  

September 11, 2017



Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Katherine Tellez reported that a boil order for the city of Charleston was lifted 
with the exception of Eastern Illinois University.  The boil order was extended for EIU as 
a precaution and is expected to continue through September 12th.  An official from the 
university said the school will continue to supply water to those who need it.  Students 
and faculty will receive updates through the university’s email and text alert system.

September 13, 2017
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Nikki McGee reported that Directors at the Champaign-Urbana Public Health 
District said other parts of the world have already seen high levels of the flu this year, 
which determines what kind of flu season we’ll see here.  Doctors said that even though 
the vaccine is not 100% effective you should still get it as soon as possible.  This year is 
one of the first years a high-dose flu vaccine is being offered.  This dose is 
recommended for people who have had cancer, HIV or other immune compromised 
patients.  

September 28, 2017
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Doug Quick reported that Vermilion County Health Department warned residents 
of the West Nile virus.  A crow tested positive for the virus in the Danville area.  Officials 
said that most people don’t show symptoms right away but those who are infected may 
have fevers, body aches, joint pains and nausea.  

 
Public Service Announcements

Family Medicine for America’s Health
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 75 times
• PSA sponsored by Family Medicine for America’s Health 

This campaign aims to build a primary care system that reflects the values of family 
medicine, puts patients at the center of their care and improves the health of all 
Americans.  Viewers can visit www.healthisprimary.org for more information or to share 
their stories about the value of primary care.

Hospice Support Fund
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 17 times
• PSA sponsored by Hospice Support Fund 

http://www.healthisprimary.org


This campaign strives to raise awareness of end of life issues and the options 
Americans should have.  Hospice Support Fund is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting end of life care at home rather than in a hospital.  Viewers can 
visit www.hospicesupportfund.org for more information or to donate to help make end of 
life home care available to all Americans.

Make-A-Wish Foundation 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 92 times
• PSA sponsored by Make-A-Wish Foundation of America 

This campaign aims to grant wishes to children with life-threatening medical conditions.  
The organization grants wishes to change the lives of the children they serve.  Wishes 
impact everyone involved- kids, volunteers, donors, sponsors, medical professionals 
and communities.  Viewers can visit www.wish.org to learn more or to donate.  

Sunscreen Safety 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 47 times
• PSA sponsored by U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

This campaign strives to raise awareness about the use of sunscreen and how to 
protect your skin from the sun.  Viewers can visit www.fda.gov/sunscreen for tips to stay 
safe in the sun, how to apply and store sunscreen and many more.

http://www.hospicesupportfund.org
http://www.wish.org
http://www.fda.gov/sunscreen

