
Amendment to WXAX-CD License Renewal Application 

 

Since November 2017 when the station was acquired, WXAX-CD’s main program stream 

has featured Azteca America programming.  Azteca America is a Spanish language network 

owned by the licensee, offering unique Spanish programming to an underserved market in the 

community.  The core children’s programming provided on the station’s main program stream is 

broadcast in Spanish to children who otherwise would not have access to such Spanish language 

programming on free, over-the-air television.   

 

For five consecutive quarters during the relevant license period, the station broadcast 

significantly more core children’s programming on its main program stream than was required to 

be broadcast on the main program stream.  Specifically, the station provided an average of more 

than 6 hours per week of core children’s programming in the Third Quarter of 2018, an average 

of 6 hours per week during the Fourth Quarter of 2018 and the First and Second Quarters of 

2019, and an average of 4 hours per week in the Third Quarter of 2019.  Critically, this core 

children’s programming on the main program stream was targeted to underserved Spanish-

speaking children in the community.  Few if any other stations in the market provide such core 

children’s programming to the Spanish-speaking community in the market.  Indeed, WXAX-CD 

provided not only the minimum required amount of an average of 3 hours per week of such 

programming, it provided twice the required amount on its main programming stream, totaling 6 

hours on average per week in 3 consecutive quarters and, in the Third Quarter of 2018, 6.23 

hours per week on average, and an average of one extra hour of core programming above the 3 

hour requirement in the Third Quarter of 2019.   

 

The following chart summarizes the licensee’s efforts under the rules that were in effect 

until September 16, 2019, beginning with the quarter in which the station was acquired by the 

licensee: 

 

Core Programming on the WXAX-CD Primary Stream, 4Q 2017 – 3Q 2019: 

 

4Q 2017: 3 hours per week on average, no multicast channels 

1Q2018: 3 hours per week on average, no multicast channels 

2Q 2018: 3 hours per week on average, no multicast channels 

3Q 2018: 6.23 hours per week on average, no multicast channels 

4Q 2018: 6 hours per week on average, no multicast channels 

1Q 2019: 6 hours per week on average, two multicast channels 

2Q 2019: 6 hours per week on average, two multicast channels, with 

one airing an average of 0.5 hours per week of core programming 

3Q 2019: 4 hours per week on average, two multicast channels, with 
one airing an average of 3 hours per week of core programming 

 

Thus, under the children’s programming rules in effect prior to September 16, 2019, since 

the time that the licensee acquired the station, far more than the required amount of core 

children’s programming aired on the primary stream.  Specifically, when measured cumulatively, 

the station aired 28.23 hours of core children’s programming on its primary program stream over 
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the 5-quarter period from the Third Quarter of 2018 to the Third Quarter of 2019, when only 15 

hours of such programming was required.  This additional 13.23 hours of unique Spanish-

language core children’s programming airing on the main program stream during this period 

demonstrates the licensee’s significant efforts to provide educational and informational core 

programming to Spanish-speaking and Spanish-learning children in the community.  On balance, 

when measured cumulatively, the additional 13.23 hours of core programming that aired on the 

primary stream more than makes up for the inadvertent shortfall of 1.27 hours which occurred on 

one multicast channel in the Third Quarter of 2019.  In addition, going into the First Quarter of 

2019, WXAX-CD brought forward a surplus of 6.23 hours per week of additional core children’s 

programming on average, demonstrating that the station went above and beyond its obligations to 

air core children’s programming during the renewal term by significantly exceeding the required 

amount of such programming in two consecutive quarters (3Q 2018 and 4Q 2018). 

 

This dedication to providing children’s programming is particularly highlighted because 

the licensee was primarily responsible for prompting its multicast channel partners to begin 

providing the opportunity for core children’s programming and making access available to all 

affiliates nationwide.  Prior to licensee’s insistence, neither multicast channel would agree to 

broadcast children’s programming.  Beginning in Q2 2019, both multicast partners authorized 

such programming based on licensee’s insistence. 

 

Under licensee’s ownership, the station has gone above and beyond to provide 

underserved core children’s programming to the community.  When measured beyond the 6-

month average, licensee substantially fulfilled its obligation to provide important core 

programming to this underserved community.  Licensee submits that for the three quarters in 

2019 in which its two multicast channels did not achieve an average of 3 hours per week of core 

programming, those deficiencies were negated by the previous quarters in which the licensee 

aired more than the required amount on its primary programming stream, particularly when 

combined with the improvements that the licensee brought to the market by prompting both of its 

multicast partners to authorize core children’s programming beginning in the Second Quarter of 

2019. 

 

Throughout the relevant period, WXAX also broadcast numerous Public Service 

Announcements, some of which were specifically targeted towards children and families and 

which aired during times that children would most likely be in the viewing audience, including 

important car seat safety information and local nature guides for parents and children. 

 

During the relevant period, the licensee also provided information identifying each core 

program aired on its station, including an indication of the target child audience, to publishers of 

program guides.  Licensee also periodically announced the availability and location of its 

children’s programming reports, as previously required. 

 

As is apparent from the above, throughout the period from acquiring the station in 

November 2017 to the present, the licensee has consistently demonstrated admirable efforts to 

serve the educational and informational needs of children in the community, including through 

the meaningful presentation of a significant amount of Spanish language core children’s 

programming that would not otherwise have been available to viewers in the community. 


