
Below is a list of the significant issues reported by KCOW 1400-AM, 92.5FM, KAAQ 105.9FM,  
and KCNB 94.7FM in Alliance, Nebraska along with siginificant programming treatment on those  
issues for the Third  Quarter July 1 - September 30, 2022

______________________________________________________________________________
__

Westco CEO discusses plans following fire...July 1...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 
sec.)
We spoke with Westco CEO David Briggs about their devastating Tire Center fire on June 28, 
their plans to more forward with operations, where customers can access business services and 
more. Briggs also thanks local authorities and the community. 

Alliance residents to receive landfill coupons...July 5...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 
30 sec.)
City of Alliance residential utility customers will receive two (2) landfill passes in the mail for use 
at the Alliance Municipal Landfill. Most household items are accepted, with the exception of 
tires, appliances, construction materials and demolition debris. Please present the coupon to 
the landfill attendant at the time of use. The coupons are not transferrable and will expire June 
30th, 2023. 

Village of Hemingford plans schedule power outage...July 15...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon news 
(Approx. 30 sec.)
The Village of Hemingford will have a scheduled power outage today starting at 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
The areas affected are Sidney Avenue to the west of city limits and Miles Street to the south of 
city limits. All Hemingford utility customers will be affected during this outage. 

BNSF Crossing at Bridgeport closed July 19-20...July 18....6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon news 
(Apporx. 30 sec.)
Burlington Northern-Santa Fe will be working on the railroad crossing at Highway 385 and 88 in 
the Bridgeport area. The work is scheduled for July 19 and 20.  The work will begin early in the 
morning of July 19 and is expected to be completed in the afternoon of July 20.  The crossing 
will be closed while the work is being done.  Please take alternate routes during this time.

Alliance City Manager Seth Sorenson recaps Alliance City Council meeting...Aug. 3...9am 
(Approx. 5 minutes on KCOW 1400am/92.5fm)

Panhandle wildfire prompts evacuations, burns homes...Aug. 3...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
A wildfire that has forced evacuations and destroyed some homes in the Nebraska Panhandle 
grew to about 25 square miles (65 square kilometers) Monday, but firefighters were managing 
to limit the spread of the fire. The blaze south of Gering, dubbed the Carter Canyon Fire, was 
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reported Saturday evening and began as two separate fires in heavily treed areas of the Cedar 
Canyon Wildlife Management Area and Carter Canyon Public Land, fire and emergency 
management officials said. Officials said tinder-dry conditions, rough terrain and 20 mph (32 
kph) winds hampered efforts to control the fires, which merged over the weekend into one fire. 
The fire had grown to about 25 square miles (65 square kilometers) and was burning in an area 
of grassland and large trees, said Ben Bohall, public information officer with the Nebraska 
Forest Service.

Alliance council discusses changing dates on fireworks ordinance...Aug. 4...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 
noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
At its July 19 meeting, the Alliance City Council approved an amendment of a fireworks 
ordinance on first reading. This ordinance would amend the dates and times fireworks can be 
legally discharged in the city. "I'm the one that asked to have this put on the agenda," 
Councilwoman Annora Bentley said. "Because of the amount of people that have been asking 
me since I've been on council, why we have fireworks in June, why we cannot reduce the 
number of days to just July, which I think is a nice compromise. They're tired of the noise. They 
are tired of what it does to their children, their pets; it's a myriad of things. And they're tired of 
cleaning up the debris in their yard for ten days. And so I would like council to discuss maybe 
taking it down to July 1 through the fourth as a compromise for the both sides. I did out of due 
diligence, I have been asking several people that have approached me in the past, new people 
that have not said anything to me about what their thoughts are on it. I have not come up with 
one person that has asked me to leave it as it is. They were in favor of being one through four. 
And I did ask them one thing that I thought maybe would concern you...if they would spend 
more money if they had more days. And every one of them told me that they only had a certain 
amount of money allotted. Whether, they spent it in four days, or whether they spent it in ten, 
they would spend the exact same amount that they had budgeted for it." Councilman John 
McGhehey said he has heard some of the public comments about noise as well. "I think cutting 
it from ten days to four days is a pretty drastic change considering how many people look 
forward to it," McGhehey said. "And obviously, a lot of people look forward to the fireworks 
based on the amount of fireworks that we hear every year. And so I think getting it down to 
four days is just too much. I'd be open to maybe a change from 10 days, which is what the 
Nebraska statute allows. But looking around the area, you know, we would certainly be an 
outlier if we cut that down as far as four days compared to communities in our area." Alliance 
Mayor Mike Dafney said he's asked around the community too. "I haven't had one person tell 
me not to cut it because that was too long. I told them that it was on the agenda, it was four 
days and everybody I talked to thought is was great. I agree with I think four days in July." 
Councilman Earl Jones also agreed with the ordinance being changed to four days. McGheyhey 
doesn't agree.

Alliance police release details following weekend death, rumors...Aug. 7...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 
noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
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"To squash recent rumors, there was not a homicide at Laing Lake over the weekend," Alliance 
Police Chief Philip Lukens said. "Two juveniles in separate locations were found to have 
overdosed on alcohol and were transported to the hospital." Lukens said charges are being 
processed for the responsible party involved.  "A separate individual was found deceased at a 
residence," Lukens said. "It is unrelated and currently under investigation. All preliminary 
investigations, including a recent autopsy, indicate the subject fell from a balcony. Alcohol is 
believed to have been a factor. Again, this case remains under investigation."  

Alliance police, APS launch anonymous reporting program...Aug. 22...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 
noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
As part of the Alliance School District’s and the Alliance Police Department’s commitment to 
students’ safety and mental health,  we are launching an anonymous reporting program, which 
will allow students and parents to make anonymous reports about concerns of safety or 
student wellness. This anonymous reporting system is not just for students but is also for school 
staff, parents, and guardians. For more information visit https://www.safe2helpne.org/#!
Download the app on the Google Play Store or the Apple App Store!  

No threat reported from morning lockdown in Alliance, Hemingford...Sept. 2...6am, 7am, 
8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
Panhandlepost News received word this morning of a  situation in both Alliance and 
Hemingford.  The Alliance Police Department website issued this statement earlier this 
morning. A potential threat was reported to APD and BBCSO.  Due to the nature of the report 
the following schools went into “secure” in accordance to the Standard Response Protocol,  
Alliance High School,  Alliance Middle School, and St. Agnes Academy.  The report was 
investigated by law enforcement. The threat was unfounded and the schools were given an all 
clear. 

WESTCO, Land O' Lakes Foundation donate $40K to Alliance Fire Department...Sept. 7...6am, 
7am, 8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
WESTCO CEO David Briggs and Petroleum Division Manager Jess Wimmer, presented the 
Alliance Fire Department with a donation of $40,000 on behalf of WESTCO and the Land 
O’Lakes Foundation during the Alliance City Council meeting on Sept. 6. The donation was made 
possible by the Land O’Lakes Foundation Coop Match Program, which matches dollar-for-dollar 
the cash donations of member cooperatives to local nonprofit organizations, schools and cities. 
According to Alliance Fire Chief Troy Shoemaker, the funds will help the fire department 
purchase new bunker gear. Land O’Lakes Foundation Executive Director Morgan Kinross-Wright 
said, “Land O’Lakes is pleased to make donations which impact communities where members, 
employees, plants and facilities are located.” Briggs said, “WESTCO is thankful to the Land 
O’Lakes Foundation for the opportunity to participate in the Member Co-op Match Program. 
We are also grateful to the Alliance Fire Department for their efforts in protecting our 
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community, which we witnessed first-hand as they battled a fire at our Tire Center on June 28.”

PREMA pledges $25K to WNCC Powerline Program, receives matching gift...Sept. 12...6am, 
7am, 8am, 12 noon news (Approx. 30 sec.)
PREMA has pledged to donate $5,000 per year for the next five years, totaling $25,000 to the 
Western Nebraska Community College Powerline Construction & Maintenance program.
Ryan Reiber, PREMA general manager, presented the first $5,000 from PREMA and a matching 
$5,000 check from CoBank to Jennifer Reisig, WNCC foundation executive director and Shane 
Homan, WNCC Powerline instructor on Aug. 19. PREMA can reapply for the matching funds 
from CoBank each year to effectively double the donation. "Matching grants are a powerful 
opportunity for community organizations to match their gifts and double the impact they have 
on our students and programs at WNCC," Reisig said. "We are so grateful to PREMA for their 
historical and ongoing support of the Powerline program with their gift and facilitation of the 
matching grant from CoBank. Thank you, Ryan, and the board of directors at PREMA.” The 
donations will be used to purchase equipment for the Powerline program.  In June, the WCCA 
Board of Governors passed BP-306 - Equipment and Technology Replacement Funding, which 
allows the college to set an annual target funding level at three percent of the General Fund 
Budget for equipment and technology acquisition and replacement. Funding sources will include 
general fund, private gifts and bequests, corporate donations, grants, and year-end re-
appropriation of unexpended General Fund Budget. "Thanks to the WNCC Board and staff for 
seeing the need for better equipment at the Powerline program and other programs at the 
college," Reiber said. "It is important to our industry partners that WNCC has a sustainable plan 
for the acquisition and replacement of equipment and technology in our programs."

Alliance American Legion to hold flag disposal ceremony...Sept. 13...6am, 7am, 8am, 12 noon 
news (Approx. 30 sec.)
The American Legion Post 7 and Sallow's Museum is honored to conduct a flag disposal 
ceremony on Friday, September 16at the Museum at 1101 Niobrara Ave, Alliance, NE at 8:30 
am. The observance of proper respect for the Flag of our country and the education of our 
citizenry in the proper courtesies to be paid the Flag is an essential element of The American 
Legion's program since 1937. The approved method of disposing of unserviceable Flags has long 
beem that they be destroyed by burning. Also, the purpose of this Ceremony for Disposal of 
Unserviceable Flags is to have a dignified tribute to the U.S. flag and to its symbolism, as well as 
encourage proper respect for the Flag of the United States. If anyone has an unserviceable flag 
that is in need of disposal, you may drop it off at the Museum at your earliest convenience.
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