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Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Mental Health:  Troubled and runaway youth is named the “hidden epidemic” in Western New 
York.  Jennifer McAndrews of Plymouth Crossroads and Melinda Dubois of Mental Health 
Associates of Western New York both focus specifically on the younger population to provide a 
safe, fun environment to help alleviate the problem. 

B. Cyber Security: With the threat of a cyberattack, Western New Yorkers as well as the rest of 
the country are on edge.  Learning about ways to keep yourself safe are extremely valuable and 
important. Holly Hubert of Global Security IQ Buffalo helps listeners stay safe with her tips.  

C. Online Gambling/Scams:  Q1 was brough the legalization in New York of online sports betting 
for companies like DraftKings and FanDuel.  While this is exciting news, this also increases the 
number of online scams that come along with it. 

D. Weather: Buffalo is known for its sometimes-extreme weather conditions.  Tom Niziol from the 
weather channel breaks down those extreme conditions that we see here such as lake effect 
snow as well as global conditions.  Out of all road conditions, 17% of accidents are the result of 
snow, 14% slush and 10% icy conditions annually according to Small Law Firm. 

E. Blood Donation: With only a 3-day supply, Western New York is in critical need for blood 
donations.  Hanna Malak of the Red Cross discussed donor incentives and emphasizes that 
blood donated in Western New York serves local needs first.   

Section II. Responsive Programs

Issues and Views is a 60 minute locally produced public affairs program that airs every Sunday on all 
four stations at the following times:

WYRK and WBLK at 6:30 a.m.
WMSX and WBUF at 6:00 a.m.

Date(s) 
Aired

Guests Related Issues Description of Program

1-2-22 Mark Poloncarz- Erie 
County Executive

COVID-19 With the cases consistently rising in New 
York, Mark touches on how help stop the 
spread with mask mandates being enforced 
and the 4 Tier process for managing COVID 
in Erie County.  

1-9-22 Nadine Saviano- 
GODWINKS Inc. 

Non-profits Joe and Nadine discussed GODWINKS Inc.  
GODWINKS is a non-profit organization that 
works with families facing life-threatening or 
terminal circumstances to provide 



professional family photography at no 
charge.  

1-16-22 Jennifer McAndrews- 
Executive Director of 
Plymouth Crossroads

Troubled youth and 
runaway youth

Investigated the issue of troubled and 
runaway youth in the Erie County area 
referred to as the “Hidden Epidemic”. 
Talked about how this impacts our area, The 
Positive Youth Development approach. Joe 
and Jennifer also discussed the upcoming 
events in 2022 and what listeners can do to 
support the effort.

1-23-22 Tom Niziol- Weather 
Expert from The 
Weather Channel 

Weather Extremes, 
Global Warming

Tom was born and raised right outside of 
Buffalo.  He has worked in the Buffalo 
market before moving to The Weather 
Channel.  Tom discussed lake effect snow, a 
big factor in Buffalo storms as well as global 
warming and changing weather patterns.  

1-30-22 Robert Restanio- 
Mayor of Niagara Falls

Crime, Tourism, 
Infrastructure

With Niagara Falls being a big tourism spot, 
Robert discussed how COVID has impacted 
that city and the rise in crime within the 
Niagara Falls borders.  Homes are also being 
reassessed within Niagara Falls and Robert 
discussed the impact that is going to have 
on the residents.  

2-6-22 Kristy Smorol- 
Communications 
Director- American 
Heart Association

Heart Health With February being Heart Month, Kristy 
discussed the importance of checkups and a 
heart healthy lifestyle.  Kristy also discussed 
the effect COVID can have on long-term 
health as well as touched on activities to 
watch out for when it comes to heart safety 
such as shoveling snow and strenuous 
activity.  

2-13-22 Julie Palmer- Executive 
Director of PATH

Human Trafficking Human Trafficking is an issue that is in large 
part underestimated and misunderstood by 
Western New Yorker’s.  It is a real issue in 
our community especially with our close 
proximity to the border.  The discussion 
included how the internet and social media 
affect human trafficking, how addiction 
plays a role, the red flags, whether the issue 
is specific to females or males and what we 
can do to help.  

2-20-22 Deacon Steve 
Schumer, 
President/CEO of 
Catholic Charities

Faith Based Initiatives Deacon Schumer discussed the Fund the 
Faith campaign with a goal of $9.5M.  The 
Fund the Faith campaign helps fund 57 
programs and services administered by 



Catholic Charities.  With the goal not met 
last year, there is a big push to reach the 
goal this year. 

2-27-22 Melanie McGovern- 
Better Business 
Bureau of Upstate 
New York

Text and Imposter 
Scams

With the legalization of online betting in 
New York, Melanie discussed the scams that 
follow those, dating apps, income tax, fake 
apps and unclaimed funds. 

3-6-22 Hanna Malak- 
Regional Services 
Director- Red Cross

Blood Donation and 
Shortages

March is Red Cross Month.  Hanna spoke 
about there only being a 3-day supply of 
blood available in Western New York, so the 
need for blood in the area is critical.  Hanna 
also discussed donor incentives and 
emphasizes that blood donated in Western 
New York serves local needs first.   

3-13-22 Melinda DuBois- 
executive Director of 
Mental Health 
Advocates of Western 
New York

Mental Health Melinda discussed the desperate need for 
mental health services in Western New 
York, specifically for youth.  Places that used 
to be safe havens for children, such as 
churches and schools are now facing 
attacks. Melinda also discussed how the 
stigma behind mental health needs to 
change. 

3-20-22 Holly Hubert- CEO of 
Global Security IQ 
Buffalo

Cyber Security Holly was previously a Special Agent in 
charge of the FBI in Buffalo and headed their 
Cyber Program.  Following her Tenure, Holly 
founded Global Security IQ, which handles 
all cyber security issues affecting businesses.  
Holly discussed access control including Wi-
Fi security, passwords as well as national 
threats. 

3-27-22 Dr. Jennifer Frustino- 
Director of Oral 
Screening/Diagnosis at 
ECMC

Head and Neck Cancer Buffalo saw a Buffalo Bills legend get 
diagnosed with the cancer she specializes in.  
Jennifer discussed the causes, signs and 
symptoms of Head and Neck Cancer, as well 
as the free screenings available on April 12th.  


