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July 1, 2020

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING THE MOST
SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

4/1/20 – 6/30/20

WTHO-FM Thomson, Georgia

“Georgia Focus” is a Georgia News Network program airing Sunday mornings at 6:30 
a.m. that is thirty minutes in duration.  It is an in-depth look into issues of personal, community 
and local interest, often with a background report and interviews with key personalities involved 
with the issue.  The following pages represent some of the guest line-ups for “Georgia Focus” 
that provide the most significant treatment of community issues this quarter.

“The Old Time Radio Show” is a locally produced interview style community issues 
program airing Saturday mornings at 10:00 a.m. that is two hours in total duration.  Hosted by 
Cooper Gunby the show features weekly guests from a variety of backgrounds in McDuffie 
County who are involved in community events, local civic projects, politics and programs of 
special interest to our listeners.  Additionally, we produce and air special long form news reports 
on topics of significant local interest.

WTHO-FM’s news department writes, produces and broadcasts five-minute local 
newscasts six times per day, including morning drive, mid-day, and afternoon drive.  These 
newscasts feature local news exclusively and feature stories on all topics of interest including 
local government, education, crime, and sports.  Stories are from 30 to 90 seconds in length.  
Additionally live spot news broadcasts are aired when events warrant and on Saturdays WTHO-
FM frequently hosts a five-minute interview program with local government leaders to address 
issues relevant to our audience.

“Public Service Announcements” promoting local community events, issues, resources 
and activities are broadcast twice per hour.  They are rotated frequently giving maximum 
coverage at no cost to a large number of community groups, churches, and other organizations 
that focus on assisting the underserved.  Theme projects such as the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life, United Way Campaigns, Safety and Anti-Drug and Alcohol Awareness are 
recorded in participants’ voices and aired according to a pre-approved schedule to enhance 
visibility of these special events.  Frequently we host representatives of such concerns on a half-
hour long “Guest D.J.” show which airs each Friday from 12:15 until 12:45.

The following pages outline all of the topics and guests from “Georgia Focus” that 
provided the most significant treatment of community issues during this quarter
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2nd Quarter 2020 “Georgia Focus” Public Affairs Issues/Clearance

Station: WTHO FM   Market: Thomson, GA

REFORM Alliance   
Founded in 2019, the REFORM Alliance is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
dramatically reduce the number of people who are unjustly under the control of the criminal justice 
system. Jessica Jackson, Chief Advocacy Officer, Geoff Holtzman, Director of Communications and 
Simone Price, State Campaign Organizer , discuss their work in Georgia. Available April 4-5.  

GA Focus Extra: Doug Hollandsworth from GA Golf Trail talks about Golf Tourism throughout the 
state.   

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m. 

Best of Georgia Focus - Loran’s Smith - Letter to Larry and other memories of 
Georgia’s Legendary Announcer Larry Munson  

Larry Munson was the legendary radio voice of the Georgia Bulldogs for 43 years. On game day Larry’s 
right-hand man was sideline reporter Loran Smith who released a book about Munson called A Letter to 
Larry and other memories of Georgia’s Legendary Announcer Larry Munson, n this program, originally 
broadcast in 2015, Loran talks about Larry and the book on this program. Available April 11-12.

GA Focus Extra: Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta’s Sibzone for siblings of patients.   

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

Marsy’s Law 

Marsy’s Law seeks to give crime victims meaningful and enforceable constitutional rights equal to the 
rights of the accused. Marsy's Law is named after Marsy Ann Nicholas, a beautiful, vibrant University of 
California Santa Barbara student, who was stalked and killed by her ex-boyfriend in 1983. It was passed 
in GA in 2018. Guests Rita Davis-Cannon, Director of Victim Services Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council of 
Georgia and Kimya Motley, a Domestic Violence Survivor and Founder of Haven of Light International, 
discuss the law and issues surrounding it. Available April 18-19. 

GA Focus Extra: Chris Brand, President of Friend of Disabled Adults and Children (FODAC) talks 
about their work getting medical supplies to hospitals during the COVID crisis.  

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.
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2nd Quarter 2020 “Georgia Focus” Public Affairs Issues/Clearance

Station: WTHO FM  Market: Thomson, GA  

Plains, Georgia/ Jimmy Carter National Historic site   

One can no longer see Georgia Washington’s birthplace or William Henry Harrison’s log cabin Plains, GA 
is different – when Jimmy Carter ran for and was elected President crowds flocked  to the sleepy SW GA 
hamlet and today many of sites in Plains have been preserved by the National Park Service. Guests are 
Robert Buccellato, author of Jimmy Carter in Plains and Barbara Judy, Superintendent of the Jimmy 
Carter National Historic site in Plains. Available April 25-26.    

GA Focus Extra: Carolyn Salvador from Enduring Hearts discusses their program to provide food to 
families they serve.       

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

Search & Rescue in Georgia   

Allen Padgett and Bob Bolz with Southeast Search & Rescue Associates discuss the training and 
techniques utilized in locating lost persons throughout Georgia. Available May 2-3.   

GA Focus Extra: Carolyn Salvador from Enduring Hearts discusses their program to provide food to 
families they serve.       

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

Abandoned Georgia

Traveling the state photographers Leland Kent and Jeff Hagerman showcase abandoned locations in 
their respective books, Abandoned Georgia and Abandoned Atlanta. Each chapter of these books 
capture the beauty of these abandoned places through stunning imagery accompanied by a detailed 
narrative. Available May 9-10.  

GA Focus Extra: Sheffield Hale from Atlanta History Center discusses their project to chronicle corona 
in Georgia.   

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.
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2nd Quarter 2020 “Georgia Focus” Public Affairs Issues/Clearance

Station: WTHO FM  Market: Thomson, GA  

Three Governors Controversy 

The death of Georgia governor-elect Eugene Talmadge in late 1946 launched a constitutional crisis that 
ranks as one of the most unusual political events in U.S. history: the state had three active governors at 
once, each claiming that he was the true elected official. The first full-length examination of that episode 
is in the form of a book titled The Three Governors Controversy: Skullduggery, Machinations, and the 
Decline of Georgia's Progressive Politics authored by Charles Bullock, Professor of Political Science at 
UGA, Scott Buchanan, Associate Professor of Political Science at The Citadel and Ronald Keith Gaddie, 
Chairman of the Department of Political Science at The University of Oklahoma. Charles Bullock is the 
guest. Available May 16-17.

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

GA Focus Extra: Sheffield Hale from Atlanta History Center discusses their project to chronicle corona 
in Georgia.   

Fisher House Foundation 
Fisher House Foundation builds comfort homes where military & veterans’ families can stay free of 
charge, while a loved one is in the hospital. These homes are located at military and VA medical centers 
around the world. Available May 23-24. 

GA Focus Extra: Darren Johnson, Co-Executive Director of Gov. Kemp’s US Census Complete Count 
Committee, explains the process of completing the 2020 Census during the corona epidemic.      

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

+2 Project – Stokes Nielson  
         
Award-winning country artist Stokes Nielson, who grew up in Dougherty County, is leading a nationwide 
effort of recovered COVID-19 survivors who are donating their life-saving plasma to COVID-19 patients in 
critical care. Stokes discusses his +2 Project which works with community blood banks like Georgia’s 
Blood Assurance and Atlanta Blood Services, to ensure COVID-19 survivors can safely and efficiently be 
empowered to donate their antibodies. Available May 30-31.    

GA Focus Extra: Darren Johnson, Co-Executive Director of Gov. Kemp’s US Census Complete Count 
Committee, explains the process of completing the 2020 Census during the corona epidemic.      

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

https://fisherhouse.org/programs/houses/house-locations/
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2nd Quarter 2020 “Georgia Focus” Public Affairs Issues/Clearance

Station:  WTHO FM Market: Thomson, GA  

Micajah Clark Dyer 

On this program recorded in Blairsville Sylvia Dyer Turnage, author of Flying Off Rattlesnake Mountain: 
The Amazing Story of Pioneer Inventor-Aviator, Micajah Clark Dyer tells the story of Clark Dyer who 
invented a Flying Machine and was one of the first, if not the first, person to fly. Available June 6-7.  

GA Focus Extra:  Jennifer Jones and Jeff Hiedrick with McDonalds discuss their Golden Grants 
program which provides funding to local schools

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

.  

Mission Dawgs

Mission Dawgs is an organization started last year with the mission of supporting much of the homeless 
population of Georgia by providing basic human needs like food, clothing and toiletries. They take to the 
streets every day to serve 100s of homeless people. This program goes on the streets of Atlanta with 
Kevin Weakley, founder of Mission Dawgs. Available June 13-14.       

GA Focus Extra:  Dept of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) announces new federal grants they’ve 
been awarded.     

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.

DECAL 
Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning is responsible for meeting the child care and early 
education needs of Georgia's children and their families. The department administers distributes federal 
funding to enhance the quality and availability of child care and works collaboratively with Georgia child 
care resource and referral agencies and organizations throughout the state to enhance early care and 
education. Amy Jacobs, Commissioner of DECAL, discusses their work. Available June 20-21. 

GA Focus Extra:  Dept of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) announces new federal grants they’ve 
been awarded.     

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.
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2nd Quarter 2020 “Georgia Focus” Public Affairs Issues/Clearance

Station: WTHO FM Market: Thomson, GA  

Cool Town 
In Athens in the eighties, if you were young and willing to live without much money, anything seemed 
possible. Grace Elizabeth Hale experienced the Athens scene as a student, small-business owner, and 
band member. Blending personal recollection with a historian's eye, she reconstructs that period in 
Athens’ history in the book Cool Town: How Athens, Georgia, Launched Alternative Music and Changed 
American Culture, and discusses it on the show. Available June 27-28. 

GA Focus Extra:  Emily Murray from the Georgia Department of Economic Development discusses 
Tourism. 

This show aired on Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 a.m.


