
 

 
 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  KNVA Public Files 

  Licensee: 54 Broadcasting, Inc. 

 

RE:  Issues and Programs Report – Third Quarter 2015 

  July 1 – September 30, 2015 

 

DATE: October 5, 2015 

 

 

  

 

The major significant problems and needs of the Austin community are: 

 

Crime 

Education & Family Values 

Government & Politics 

Health & Safety 

 

Attached are examples of local news reports, public service efforts, local programming, 

and syndicated programs that have addressed these issues.   

 

PROGRAMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

 

NAME OF PROGRAM DAYS AIRED TIME AIRED 

Austin News  

Austin News @ 9 

Austin News @ 9 

Monday - Friday 

Monday - Sunday 

9/28/15 – 9/30/15 

7:00 – 9:00 AM 

9:00 – 9:30 PM 

9:00 – 9:45 PM 

 

 

This program is produced locally and is a mix of news, weather and sports. All stories 

generally air for between 30 seconds and two minutes.  All stories aired during KNVA’s 

7 a.m. and 9 p.m. newscast. 



 

 

CRIME 

 

7/13/15 Samantha Dean Murder 

Duration 1:40 

There has been new evidence unsealed today in the Samantha Dean murder investigation.  

She worked for the Kyle Police Department helping crime victims when she was found 

shot to death on February 4th.  Dean was also seven months pregnant.  This 20 page 

search warrant begins with what Vontrey Clark told an investigator two days after 

Samantha Dean was found dead in a Bastrop parking lot shot three times in the head. 

Clark said he and Dean were in a sexual relationship off and on for the last six to seven 

years, and he was the father of her unborn baby.  Something he kept a secret because he 

was in another relationship.  Investigators also mention text messages between the two 

where Clark insisted Dean have an abortion or his life would be ruined.  Investigators 

also found Dean's journal. A month before her death she wrote during sex he kept his gun 

on him and she felt like he was going to murder her. Dean even told coworkers if she 

turned up dead, Clark would be responsible.  The big question is “Where was Clark 

between 8:30pm and midnight the night before Dean's body was found?”  He told police 

he was walking around this school near his house but when detectives watched the 

surveillance video they didn't see him.  According to investigators Clark's girlfriend said 

he left the house and left his cell phone and pager behind which was not like him.  

Investigators believe he had another phone on him, a pre-paid cell phone he purchased 

that day. Through cell phone records and tracking detectives say Clark had been calling 

and texting Freddie Smith and Kevin Watson two known criminals out of Houston who's 

pre-paid cell phones were tracked to the area of the crime scene. The warrant also says 

this text conversation took place two days before Dean's body was found:  Watson: What 

time tomorrow?  Clark: We haven't even talked it through.  Watson: Thought you had the 

spot? We were just going to show up. 
 

7/13/15 Safe-Place Sex Assault 

Duration 1:00 

A place meant to be a "safe haven" for women who suffer from sexual and domestic 

violence is the site of an attack. Austin Police arrested Walter Apple Jr.  He's accused of 

sexually assaulting a woman he briefly dated.  Police say it happened inside the the Safe-

Place Complex in East Austin.  Documents accused Apple of going back to the woman's 

apartment after she told him "no".  Police say Apple Jr. choked her, and threw objects at 

her and even pulled a knife on the woman.  A couple of days later authorities say he was 

back at Safe-Place and broke through the gate and the front door to get to her again.  Julia 

Spann says, "When I heard about the incident I was of course heartbroken about whose 

been hurt." Julia Spann says, "Anytime any sort of incident happens with our clients we 

study and look at what happened."  The victim didn't live inside the shelter, but rather in 

apartments on the Safe-Place Campus. Safe-Place wouldn't confirm if they're adding 

more security or the particular plan because they said it would put others in danger.  The 

agency says it wants women to know they can still come to them at any time. 

 

7/14/15 Construction Death Vigil 



Duration 1:15 

As Christian Hurtado prepares to honor 28 year old Ramiro Loa he can't help but think 

about the day he lost his father 11 years ago. "From that time until now I haven't seen any 

change in construction."  His father was working construction in west Austin when he fell 

and died.  To this day Christian says it was because of unsafe working conditions. "The 

structure wasn't secure.  It was still moving around.  It was completely unsafe. Why was 

he doing this?" Similar working conditions those with the Workers Defense Project say 

Ramiro was in. He was working on this site in east Austin when he fell three stories off 

this building and died.  "We went back and interviewed workers on the site, and they 

didn't even know one of their colleagues had died and even more tragic we found another 

worker working in the same conditions Ramiro was in when he passed away." OSHA 

won’t comment on the photo but does tell KXAN they are investigating the project’s 

developer.  "What we see is that these deaths keep happening over and over again and the 

appropriate oversight is not happening to make sure construction workers are safe." 

 

 

7/15/15 Human Smuggling Ring Dismantled in South Texas  

www.kxan.com  

U.S. Homeland Security investigators dismantled a South Texas ring that illegally 

smuggled thousands of immigrants across the border from Mexico and on to other parts 

of the state often tucked in small, dangerous truck crawl spaces. James Spero, special 

agent in charge of the San Antonio Division, said Thursday that nearly two dozen people 

were charged last week with human smuggling. Among them was 49-year-old Jaime 

Jaramillo-Hernandez, of San Antonio, whom authorities accused of leading the ring that 

shipped about 150 Central American and Mexican immigrants weekly. The immigrants 

paid about $5,000 each for the trip. “These arrests give a significant blow to a multi-

million-dollar smuggling organization that has proven to have little regard for human 

life,” Spero said. The two-year investigation led to the arrests of more than 400 people, 

some 60 indictments and $187,000 seized, according to authorities. The ring extended 

from western border cities to San Antonio and Dallas. Harry Jimenez, a deputy special 

agent with Homeland Security Investigations, said that investigators were examining 

possible links with Mexican cartels but that none have surfaced yet. “There is a good 

possibility that as we move forward it may be more clear who exactly was behind this on 

the Mexican side,” he said. Among the ways that the immigrants were transported was 

inside a stifling U-Haul truck whose driver tried to avoid authorities by veering onto a set 

of railroad tracks. Many immigrants also stuffed themselves inside the tractor-trailer air 

flow vents, commonly known as wind jammers. Immigrants have slipped and fallen to 

their deaths when they are hit by the truck or other oncoming traffic, Jimenez said, 

explaining that “they have to hang there for dear life.” Those charged with human 

smuggling face up to 10 years in prison, if convicted, said Richard Durbin, the U.S. 

Attorney for the Western District of Texas. He said the amount of money charged by the 

smugglers and the increased risk that the immigrants were willing to take was evidence 

that it has become more difficult to cross the border illegally. “It’s not a porous border 

that people are just going across,” he said. “If entry were simple, it wouldn’t be necessary 

to expose people to the dangers.” 

   

http://www.kxan.com/


 

8/13/15 Ex-AISD Teacher Sentenced to 25 Years in Prison  

www.kxan.com  

A former Austin teacher will spend 25 years in jail for sexually abusing several of his 

students. Alfredo Andrade-Gaytan, 34, agreed to a plea deal and was sentenced by a 

judge on Aug. 4. Police say he abused a 6 year old student at summer school and once 

that surfaced, four other allegations came to light. Andrade-Gaytan originally faced four 

counts of indecency with a child and one count of sex abuse of a child continuous. As 

part of the plea deal, two of the indecency charges were dropped and he was sentenced on 

the other two charges 10 years and 20 years, respectively. On the sex abuse charge, the 

judge sentenced him to 25 years; all of the sentences will run concurrently. In one of the 

cases, the victim was a student in his class at Walnut Creek Elementary School between 

September and December 2013. Court documents indicate Andrade-Gaytan turned off his 

classroom lights and called a 5-year-old girl up to his desk. The girl told investigators he 

pulled down her pants and underwear and touched her inappropriately. The girl told 

investigators she told her teacher she didn’t like it and wanted to go back to her desk like 

everybody else. Investigators say the girl didn’t tell her parents because Andrade-Gaytan 

told her not to. Andrade-Gaytan was hired by AISD in 2005 and during his time there he 

worked at McBee, Read and Linder elementary schools.  
 

8/14/15 Back to School Supply Giveaway  

WWW.kxan.com  

Back to school supply shopping can add up. The city of Austin wants to help alleviate the 

financial burden of back to school supplies for parents with a supply giveaway. The event 

is hosted by the Austin Parks and Recreation department at the Montopolis Rec Center in 

Southeast Austin. They are giving away backpacks filled with everything students need 

for the first day of school. Children must be present to receive supplies. The giveaway is 

on a first come basis starting at 10 a.m.; so head down there while supplies 

last.Montopolis Recreation Center 1200 Montopolis Dr, Austin, TX 78741  

 

8/14/15 Over 120 pounds of marijuana found in Austin home 

www.kxan.com  

After searching an Austin home police found more than 120 pounds of 

marijuana. According to the affidavit, on Aug. 11 a narcotics search warrant was issued 

for a home in the 3000 block of Manchaca Road. The affidavit said there was probable 

cause to believe that 41-year-old Glenn Olivo was selling marijuana out of his house. 

During the search the Austin Police Department Organized Crime Unit found an 

estimated 128 pounds of marijuana in vacuum sealed bundles. Additionally the affidavit 

said police found narcotics paraphernalia, a 38 cal. Colt revolver, two 12 gauge Spas 

Shotguns and nearly $14,000 in cash. Olivo was arrested and his bail is set at $20,000. 

 

8/17/15 Proposal to Spend $400K on Death Investigators in Williamson County  

www.kxan.com    

Taxpayers in a Central Texas county are being asked to pay hundreds of thousands of 

dollars to create three new positions for death investigators. The job is already being done 

but it’s putting a toll on some justices of the peace. Hundreds of sheets of paper sit before 

Judge Bill Gravell, Jr., one of four justices of the peace for Williamson County. It’s 

http://www.kxan.com/
http://www.kxan.com/
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http://www.kxan.com/


paperwork he deals with for the 128 death investigations in his precinct over the last year. 

“You never know what you’re going to get,” said Judge Gravell. As a justice of the 

peace, Judge Gravell must respond to unnatural deaths outside of a medical facility to 

determine the cause. Handling death investigations are in addition to his regular 

responsibilities of trying cases in the courtroom. Judges can get called out of their 

courtrooms at any time for a death investigation, whether the benches are full or not. 

They’re also on-call 24 hours a day. That’s why Judge Gravell supports a proposal to hire 

three, full-time death investigators. It could end up costing taxpayers more than 

$400,000. “It’s important that whether our constituents are alive or deceased, that we 

treat them with the utmost level of integrity and honor, and part of that is getting to the 

results as fast as we can,” said Gravell. Williamson County Commissioner Lisa Birkman 

is hesitant to approve the proposal, which she says did not go through the normal budget 

process. “As a watchdog of the taxpayers’ dollars, I want to make sure it’s needed, and 

when my own justice of peace feels like it’s not needed, I’m going to have to take a long 

hard look at it,” said Birkman, commissioner of Precinct 1. Birkman and her fellow 

commissioners could vote on the proposal as early as Tuesday. Commissioner Birkman 

says the justice of the peace in her precinct, Judge Dain Johnson, does not support this 

plan. Neither does Judge Edna Staudt. Judge Staudt tells KXAN she does not want to 

spend more taxpayer dollars for services that are already being handled. 

 

8/18/15 Jared Fogle Had Child Porn Paid For Sex With Minor: Feds  

www.kxan.com   

Jared Fogle, Ex-Spokesperson for Subway, appeared at the Federal Courthouse in 

Indianapolis before he is expected to make a plea deal on child porn charges. According 

to official court documents, Fogle is accused of one count of distribution and possession 

of child pornography and travel to engage in illicit sexual conduct with minors. Fogle is 

expected to enter a plea of guilty to the charges. The U.S. Attorney said a judge is 

expected to hear the case at 11 a.m. A new conference is scheduled to take place at 12:30. 

Fogle’s attorney is also expected to speak after the hearing. The U.S. Attorney says 

officials from the Indiana State Police, FBI and the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 

Department will address the media at that time. On Tuesday Fogle’s attorney said “no 

comment” in regards to media reports that his client was poised to take a plea deal. Court 

documents say that Fogle obtained child pornography from his friend and co-worker, 

Russell Taylor for over a four year period. 24-Hour News 8 received a statement 

saying “We have already ended our relationship with Jared and have no further 

comment.” That statement was later tweeted by the company. 

 

8/19/15 Alert New Yorker Notifies Austin Police About Fraudulent Credit Card Use 

www.kxan.com  

Three women are in jail accused of using stolen credit card information and other 

personal identification information. According to an arrest affidavit, Austin police went 

to the Westin Hotel in downtown Austin on Aug. 16 to check on the use of a stolen credit 

card at the hotel. When the officer spoke to the manager at the hotel, she said a person 

called the hotel and said he noticed his credit card was being used at the hotel but he was 

still in New York. The victim told the hotel manager he didn’t give anyone permission to 

use his credit card, continued in the affidavit. When the officer knocked on the hotel 

http://www.kxan.com/
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room of the person who checked in with the false information, he was greeted at the door 

by 21-year-old Chalisha Caicedo. The hotel manager told the officer Caicedo was the 

person who swiped the credit card at the front desk and signed a different name. Police 

say Tykeria Johnson, 24 and and Chasiedy Utley, 31 were also staying in the hotel room 

with Caicedo. When the officers searched the hotel room, they found a wallet with 

several credit and debit cards from different cities and states. There were also notes on 

security code numbers and various addresses. In several notebooks, officers discovered 

what appeared to be credit card numbers and zip codes. The affidavit indicated there were 

more than 100 names of different people, credit card numbers and other identifying 

information in the various notebooks. All three women are currently in the Travis County 

Jail charged with fraudulent use or possession of identifying information, which is a first 

degree felony. 

 

9/11/15 Rape Kit Testing 

Duration 40 

Travis County is getting nearly one-hundred thousand dollars to help clear the backlog of 

untested rape kits. The money will go toward testing nearly 1-hundred-50 kits. Today's 

presser mix in file of lab testing or Travis County file Texas is one of 27 states that will 

see forward progress on these cases, after the White House and the New York City DA's 

office pledged 79 million dollars combined to help clear the backlog. The extra funding 

was announced today. V.P. Joe Biden as the Attorney General said, we're not forgetting 

anybody. We are prepared to have their back. We are prepared to stand with them." It's 

estimated tens of thousands of DNA samples taken after sexual assaults have gone 

untested. 
 

9/14/15 Bastrop Officer Involved Shooting Trial 

Duration 35 

Jury selection is underway in the trial for a Bastrop county sheriff's deputy charged with 

murder. Former deputy "Daniel Willis" is charged in the shooting death of Yvette Smith. 

"Willis" was responding to a call back in February of last year about a fight between two 

men. When he got to the house, authorities say Willis shot Smith twice when she walked 

onto the porch. Originally, the Sheriff's Office said Smith was armed, but they later said 

she had no weapons on her.  In April, attorneys for Bastrop County reached a 1.2-million 

dollar settlement in the shooting death of Smith. 
 

9/14/15 Willis’ Background 

Duration 50 

We dug into Willis’ background, and records KXAN obtained last year from his former 

employer, Travis County, show in 2007 Willis took a corrections job with the goal of one 

day becoming a patrol deputy. His handwritten application shows he had also applied to 

Austin Police, but failed the department's psychological exam.  Travis County records 

show he failed his first patrol exam in 2010. He would try three more times before 

resigning in May of 2013 to take an open deputy job in Bastrop.  Willis' employment 

records show he excelled as a Travis County Jailer. He had perfect attendance and scored 

well on performance reviews. In 2012, his jail supervisors agreed on written evaluations 

that Willis quote "appears to be mature enough to handle the responsibilities of a Patrol 



officer."  But one wrote: he needed "more development in handling explosive situations 

and the utilization of common sense." 

 

9/17/15 Chicago Federal Air Prostitution Scandal 

www.thecwaustin.com 

Three agents from the Federal Air Marshal Service Chicago field office have been 

implicated in a prostitution scandal that is expected to be discussed in a congressional 

hearing Thursday.  The trio is accused of hiring prostitutes overseas and recording at least 

one sexual encounter with their government-owned devices. Federal Air Marshal Service 

Director Roderick Allison told members of the House Oversight and Government Reform 

Committee about the investigation in the last week and is expected to discuss the case 

today.  Committee spokeswoman M.J. Henshaw says the panel has been told that one of 

the accused marshals has resigned and the other two have been indefinitely suspended. 

Allison did not mention the case in his written testimony submitted to the committee. 

 

 

EDUCATION & FAMILY VALUES 

 

7/10/15 Martindale Flood Damage Assistance 

Duration 1:20 

Yara Perez has spent 47 of the last 48 days, trying to turn her mom's house back into a 

home.  "We're working on it, little by little, like you can see there is nothing in the 

house." "The look on her face and the sadness seeing that she's practically homeless is 

what keeps me going." Yara says they've come a long way with volunteer help, but a 

waived permit fee would have meant a lot.   "We've already run out of the FEMA money 

with all the materials we have bought, so right now we are at a standstill point"  Mayor 

Randy Bunker was sworn into office just 6 days before the floods.  "It hit houses that 

hadn't been hit before."   "My recommendation to council was to negate permit fees 

totally but council choose to defer them to see if FEMA will cover them, so they can 

collect the fees themselves."  Mayor Bunker wanted to use an emergency fund. 

But he says if the feds leave homeowners out, the city will review on a case-by-case 

basis. Yara says she's just grateful.  "Seeing so many people helping us out, it was a 

blessing."  But she knows they have a long road ahead.  

 

7/10/15 FEMA Help 

Duration 30 

If you need help you do have more options and more time. The new deadline for 

"individuals" to apply for help was moved from the end of this month to later in August.  

FEMA said they will open their new "disaster resource center" in Austin.  That brings the 

total number of centers in Central Texas to 6, including one in Bastrop. There is help in 

Martindale seven days a week. In Williamson County the center is at the Taylor City 

Hall. There are two options in Hays County, one at Danforth Junior High in Wimberley, 

and one at the San Marcos Crossroads Building. 
 

7/11/15 Heavyweight Yoga 

Duration 1:30 

http://www.thecwaustin.com/


The instructor said “I've been practicing yoga since my son was born and he's 43. So I've 

been doing yoga longer than lots of my students have even been alive.”  Abby's 

Heavyweight Yoga is a self-described way for overweight people who may have lost 

touch with physical activities to find their bodies, get limber and agile and move on from 

there. Her students include regulars coming for years with programs tailored specifically 

for them.  My flexibility has greatly improved, and as we grow older that’s one of the 

things that need to be worked on. Because of the flexibility improving, I feel more 

capable of my everyday movement that I will be able to take care of myself and not 

injure myself said Abby.  Now, with her own videos out and national magazine coverage, 

Heavyweight Yoga has really arrived. Yoga may seem a difficult stretch at first glance, 

but Abby's class is designed for people packing extra pounds and no student is left 

behind. I would say don't let appearances put you off. You can get the benefit out of it, 

you do not have to become a pretzel, it is far more comforting than it might look and 

you'd be amazed how quickly you are doing those pretzel like pose. You can do it. Along 

with the physical tangibles, Yoga can also produce an inner peace, a centering and a 

growth of your spirit and self-esteem.  You come inward and find your own best self on 

the yoga mat, and it's my hope that same best self will appear for you out off the mat as 

well. 

 

7/14/15 Hays County Cleanup Facebook Page 

Duration 1:15 

Sophia Beausoleil says "Hays County officials say there's not a pressing need for an 

evidence technician, but as the waters continue to drop and more people explore the river, 

they anticipate there will be more property that's found which is why they want to have a 

central location so people can go there to find their lost items."  Linda Moore says, "We 

found coolers, we found little stools, a little bit of outdoor furniture."  Linda rode out the 

Memorial weekend flood inside her house along the Blanco River. As she cleans up, she 

continues to find people's property along the way. Moore says, "None of my immediate 

neighbors claimed any of the items so who knows how far down it drifted."  This is 

exactly why Dustin New created a lost and found page on Facebook months ago. He 

says, "I created the page and basically the community took it from there, It's people 

helping people." Now Hays County is hiring an evidence technician to document, store 

and connect rightful owners with their long lost treasures. Dustin says, "I think if you 

have a spot where everything is centralized is a great idea." Sophia Beausoleil says, 

"Hays County Officials say they don't want people to be liable for anyone's possessions, 

which is why this new position will be under the sheriff's office and to learn more about it 

you can go to our website KXAN.com.   

 

8/15/15 Leander ISD to try letting Parents Track Their Child's Bus   

www.kxan.com  

Technicians are installing GPS systems in Leander Independent School District buses this 

week, in an effort to get the systems running in all operational buses by the first week of 

school. “We recognize that we want to give parents the best data that we can give them, 

even an extension into the school bus,” said Leander Independent School District 

Superintendent Dr. Bret Champion. “The school bus is really the first class of a student’s 

day. So, we believe that and we want to make sure that kids are well taken care of from 

http://www.kxan.com/


the time we pick them up to the time we get them home.” Dr. Champion said in an 

interview with KXAN News Today that GPS on each school bus will let parents get real-

time data about the location of their child’s bus. The district contracted with the company 

Zonar for the GPS technology. It plans to try a mobile app by the company that lets 

parents use “specific credentials” to track their child’s bus. “For safety and security [the 

GPS system] is a great enhancement for us,” said Dr. Champion. “We’ll know 

immediately where each bus in our fleet is. We’ve got 161 routes that are running.” 

Leander ISD Assistant Superintendent Veronica Sopher says the decision to install the 

equipment was not based on any one event. The district believes it will help make its 

system more efficient, improve communication with parents, and increase safety. District 

officials say the GPS installation and first year of service costs $160,000. Each year after 

that will cost about $53,000. The technology also has implications for safety. Last year, 

Leander ISD fired a bus driver after she was arrested for driving while intoxicated. 

Investigators believe bus driver Kathy Legrand, 61, hit a mailbox and tree limbs and 

drove up to 30 students while intoxicated last October. Emails obtained by KXAN News 

between district officials and law enforcement indicate Legrand did not return cell phone 

and radio calls after parents raised concerns. “I was notified by Jim Rose, Principal at 

River Ridge Elementary that several parents informed the school of a bus driving 

erratically on Quinlan Park Road. Mr. Rose requested I help the other bus drivers locate 

this bus,” wrote a Travis County Constable in an email. A district investigation found no 

evidence that Legrand ever reported to the district that she was taking medications, 

despite telling deputies she takes up to nine medications daily, according to the district’s 

assistant superintendent and court records. Arrest records state that 61-year-old Kathy 

Loraine Legrand admitted she took pain killers and anti-depressants. She also had beer 

and medication the day before she was arrested. A grand jury has not formally charged 

Legrand with DWI. Her next court date is September 30. KXAN News reached out to 

Legrand’s last listed attorney Monday, but did not immediately hear back. 

 

8/16/15 Family Helps Orphaned Children After 5 Killed in Crash  

www.kxan.com  

Two children involved in a deadly car crash in Mustang Ridge last week are now out of 

the hospital. Their uncle is now helping prepare a home for four children who lost their 

parents. “Ease as much as their pain as we can, the healing process is going to be very 

long,” said Albert Sanchez. The sound of rakes and leaves fill a yard in Round Rock. The 

family prepares for a welcome home, to a new home. “They’re almost starting a new life 

without their mom and their dad and so we want to make it as welcome, and as inviting 

and comfortable,” said Albert. Albert lost two of his nephews to a car crash last week, 4-

year-old Nathan and 14-year-old Jorge. Their mother Mireya Esquivel, her husband 

Antonio, and the kids’ grandmother Maria Carranza, also lost their lives in that SUV. 

Work continues for the four children who did survive. A ramp is being built at their 

grandfather’s house, where they’ll now live. Albert says 9-year-old Santos is out of the 

hospital and will be in a wheelchair for about six weeks. “To have a normal life, which is 

going to be hard without their mom and dad, but we just want to make it as easy as we 

can on them,” said Albert. It won’t be easy waiting for the rest of the kids to come home. 

Albert says doctors tell him 2-year-old Junior will be paralyzed from the waist down. 

He’s still in critical condition, along with his 5-year-old sister Blanca. They’re faces this 

http://kxan.com/2014/11/07/video-shows-bus-driver-arrested-for-dwi/
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tight-knit family is thankful they get to see once again. Three-year-old Choche is also out 

of the hospital. Albert says he only suffered some scrapes and bruises. Mustang Ridge 

police believe a tire on the SUV blew out while the family traveled down State Highway 

130, where the speed limit is 85 miles per hour. The car ended up on its roof in the 

median. If you’re interested in donating to the family, they have a go-fund-me account set 

up. 

 
8/17/15 AISD Continues Push for P-K Enrollment  

www.kxan.com  

Austin ISD continues to enroll children in its pre-k programs as new research shows the 

importance of early child education. According to the ES Alliance, only53 percent of 

Central Texas students were ready to enter kindergarten. The group also said 

kindergartners who had experience in pre-k were three times more likely to be ready for 

school. And when it came to low-income kindergartners, the group says they are four 

times more likely to be ready for school if they went to pre-K. So to enroll your child in 

pre-K, AISD officials want you to bring the following items: the child’s birth certificate, 

immunization record, parent/guardian photo ID, proof of income, and proof of address. 

AISD will continue its pre-K enrollment period through the school year. Here's who can 

qualify. E3 Alliance is offering this parenting guide in both English and Spanish. 

 

8/19/15 City Testing All 570 School Zone Flashers  

www.kxan.com  

It’s almost time to say goodbye to summer as classes begin in less than one week. 

Starting Wednesday, the Austin Transportation Department will test nearly 570 school 

zone flashers in Austin to make sure they work properly. The test will continue through 

the end of the week and drivers are expected to obey the school zone laws. The Austin 

Transportation Department and Austin Independent School District administrators will be 

able to see which lights need repairs. More than 85,000 kids are expected to head back to 

school and with so many students on the roadways, authorities are asking drivers to be 

cautious. Going in-depth on violations while driving in a school zone are: Speeding, 

Using a cell phone, Disregarding school crossing guards, Not yielding to pedestrians in 

crosswalks and Passing school buses while loading and unloading. Earlier this year, city 

leaders approved an ordinance that will strengthen the penalties for drivers who pass 

school busses with a stop sign extended.   AISD and city leaders now want to make it a 

civil offense every time a driver doesn’t stop, regardless of whether an officer witnesses 

it. If a driver is caught going around a school bus, they could face up to $860 fine. AISD 

put cameras on 30 of its 500 buses as part of a pilot program last year.  During the eight-

month pilot program, nearly 60 drivers a day disregarded this stop sign. Soon, all 500 

AISD buses could have cameras on them to catch drivers breaking the law. 

 
8/20/15 Army Pilot and Military Cop are 1st Women to Pass Ranger School  

www.kxan.com  

A pilot of attack helicopters who competed in triathlons and a wilderness enthusiast who 

became a military police officer, because it was the closest she could get to a combat job, 

are the first women to finish the Army’s elite Ranger School. First Lt. Shaye Haver of 

Copperas Cove, Texas, and Capt. Kristen Griest of Orange, Connecticut, are “just like all 
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the soldiers” graduating this week from the grueling two-month Ranger course, their 

families said in a joint statement that confirmed their identities. Griest, 26, and Haver, 25, 

are “happy, relieved, and ready for some good food and sleep” before they line up Friday 

at Fort Benning alongside 94 male soldiers who also earned the coveted black-and-gold 

Ranger tab to adorn their uniforms. The course tests soldiers’ ability to overcome fatigue, 

hunger and stress during combat operations. The Army opened Ranger School to female 

soldiers for the first time this year as part of the military’s push to open more combat jobs 

to women. “This has been something she’s wanted to do for a long, long time,” Griest’s 

older brother, Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 Mike Griest, told The Associated Press in a 

phone interview. “We’re all very, very proud of her. It’s a tremendous achievement not 

only for her personally but for the Army and women in the military in general.” Haver’s 

father, Chris Haver, also said he was “super proud.” “It’s just completely amazing,” Chris 

Haver said. “I know a lot of guys that have been through it and tell me how hard the 

course is. They tell me it’s the toughest, most mentally demanding course they’ve been 

to.” Both women are graduates of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. Griest grew 

up loving to camp in the wilderness and test her endurance, making her a natural to take 

on Ranger School, her brother said. He noted she chose to become a military police 

officer because she felt it was the closest she could get to an Army combat job. “If she 

had been allowed to go infantry out of college, she would have done that,” Mike Griest 

said. Haver followed in her father’s footsteps to become a pilot of attack helicopters. He 

also served as a career Army aviator who flew Apaches, and said his daughter has always 

been mentally tough and incredibly physically fit. He said she has run marathons and 

competed in triathlons for West Point. “She’s kind of built for this thing,” Chris Haver 

said. While the graduating female soldiers have earned the coveted black-and-gold 

Ranger tab to wear on their uniforms, for now they’re still unable to join the elite 75th 

Ranger Regiment based at Fort Benning. The military’s toughest jobs including positions 

in infantry, armor and special operations units such as the Ranger Regiment remain 

closed to women. Haver won admission to West Point as a high school senior in 

December 2007. At the time, she told her hometown newspaper that being raised in a 

military family fueled her desire to become an Army officer. She said her determination 

to join was strengthened after several soldiers who were her father’s friends died in Iraq.  

Haver also hinted in the 2007 interview with the Copperas Cove Herald that she was 

willing to test her limits, a trait that would have served her well in Ranger School. “You 

have to be the one who’s on top of things, who wants to get stuff done,” Haver told the 

newspaper. “I may think that I’m OK right now, but I may not even know my potential 

yet because I haven’t been pushed like that.” Associated Press writer Lolita C. Baldor in 

Washington contributed to this report. 

 

9/11/15 Mt. Bonnell Memorial 

Duration 45 

The non-profit, Wings for Warriors, teamed up with Bigger Faster Stronger Training for 

the 9-11 memorial climb at Mount Bonnell.  Tons of veterans, first responders, and 

several firefighters show up each year and do it in full fighter gear. "You've got to give 

those guys mad props especially, obviously the ones who went into the twin towers. I 

mean, they're heroes. This is why we do what we're doing today."  Mike O'Hara/Bigger 

Faster Stronger Training "I have a heavy heart for first responders and our military 



personnel so they're my driving force behind putting on events like this"   They climbed 

Mt. Bonnell 44-times the equivalent of the stairs for both Twin Towers.  

http://interactives.kxan.com/photomojo/gallery/647/1/the-victims-sept.-11/yelena-

gavriushin/ and we have a photo gallery set up on our website kxan dot com of all the 

9/11 memorials happening around the country.  

 

9/14/15 Hyde Park on Renaming AISD Schools 

Duration 25 

A local neighborhood wants to get involved in the effort to rename an Austin ISD school. 

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association is meeting today to vote on a resolution. The 

board wants AISD leaders to rename Robert E. Lee Elementary.  The campus is named 

after a commander of the Confederate army.  AISD is considering changing the name of 

this school and 3-others, including: Reagan, Eastside Memorial at the Johnston Campus, 

and Lanier. 

 

9/14/15 FAFSA 2017 

Duration 35 

Students hoping to attend college in the Fall of 2017 will be able to apply for Federal 

Financial Aid three months earlier.  Under the current system, students planning to start 

school in the Fall must wait until January of 2017 to fill out the fee application for 

Federal Aid. The new system will let them complete the form as early as October 2016.  

The White House said that these changes are aimed at helping more people pay for 

school.  Right now, total student loan debt in the U.S. totals over $1,3 trillion and 

exceeded credit debt for the first time in 2010. 

 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

 

7/10/15 South Carolina Flag Lowered 

Duration 20 

Decades after it first went up, the Confederate Battle Flag is now off the grounds of the 

South Carolina State Capitol.  With cheers and music the flag was moved to a museum.  

The decision came 3 weeks after a self-proclaimed white supremacist killed 9 people 

inside a church. 
 

7/10/15 Ted Cruz versus The Times 

Duration 35 

Texas Senator and Presidential Candidate Ted Cruz is in a war of words with the New 

York Times.  That's after his book was left off the Times' Best Seller List. Cruz' new 

book A Time For Truth sold more copies than most of the books on the list this week. 

The newspaper told Politico the evidence suggested there were large bulk purchases. In 

the book world some authors, publishers, and marketing companies cheat by buying the 

books themselves in order to be listed as a "Bestseller."  The Cruz campaign says the 

Times is lying saying the newspaper should release their evidence. 

 

7/14/15 Iran Deal 

Duration 20 
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After a lot of back and forth, the United States and Iran now have a nuclear deal.  Iran 

will cut its production, drastically reduce its nuclear stockpile, and ship spent nuclear fuel 

from power plants out of the country. In exchange, sanctions would be lifted. Congress 

has 60 days to review the deal and decide whether to approve it. 

 

8/13/15 Capitol Car Fire Suspect Caught  

www.kxan.com 

 Governor Greg Abbott released a statement following the capture and arrest of the 

suspected arsonist who set fire to a vehicle on Capitol grounds late last week. Michael 

Patrick Wagner, a 38-year-old resident of Iowa, was arrested by the Marion Police 

Department for an unrelated theft charge in Linn County, Iowa on Wednesday. At the 

same time, DPS officers, two Texas Rangers and a Criminal Investigations Division 

Special Agent were traveling to Iowa with an arrest warrant from Texas for a second-

degree felony or arson. A source tells KXAN, on Friday, someone was seen around 

Speaker Joe Straus’ office and apartment and tried to open the door but wasn’t able to get 

in. Later that day, a fire was set on a car in the staffer parking lot. “I applaud the 

Department of Public Safety for swiftly and successfully capturing the suspected arsonist 

believed to have set fire to a vehicle at the Capitol,” said Gov. Abbott. “I look forward to 

the suspect’s extradition to Texas to face justice.” DPS said they cannot say who owns 

the damaged vehicle because of the ongoing investigation. KXAN has learned the 

primary car damaged belongs to a Sergeant at Arms and the second vehicle damaged 

belongs to a house staffer.  DPS investigators followed up on numerous leads related to 

the vehicle arson and were able to identify Wagner’s vehicle through a Capitol complex 

parking ticket. Wagner’s vehicle information ultimately led investigators to Linn County. 

Wagner is currently being held in the Linn County Jail on an unrelated charge, and 

extradition proceedings related to the Texas warrant are pending. “I am grateful for the 

Department’s collaborative work with local and federal authorities in this effort and the 

Department’s continued service to ensuring all those working in or visiting the Texas 

Capitol feel safe and protected,” Abbott said. 

 
8/17/15 District Attorney Jana Duty Released from Jail  

www.kxan.com  

The Williamson County District Attorney who was booked into the Williamson County 

Jail on Friday after a judge found her in contempt of court has now been released. Jana 

Duty was released at 5:30 a.m. Monday. Duty was escorted by what looked like family 

members quickly to the car; KXAN captured it all on video. Duty was released for good 

behavior after serving about half of the time to which she was sentenced. She was briefly 

taken into custody before her sentencing; time she spent in custody before her sentencing 

was credited while she served her sentence. She was sentenced after a judge ruled that 

Duty violated a gag-order, regarding the murder case of Crispin Harmel. The judge ruled 

the DA also skipped a hearing on the matter. Duty said looking back it was not a good 

idea to send an email to a local newspaper reporter, defending herself over the 

accusations she withheld vital evidence in the murder case. However Duty said she never 

discussed the details of the case. The murder case that led to Duty’s troubles ended in a 

mistrial. Crispin Harmel was accused of strangling Jessika Kalaher in September 2009. 

Kalaher was found dead in her car near a Cedar Park Wal-Mart. Surveillance video 
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showed Kalaher and Harmel together at the Wal-Mart. When Duty reported to jail on 

Friday afternoon she and her attorney’s waived her rights to appeal.  

 

9/17/15 The GPO Debate 

www.thecwaustin.com 

Amid the back-and-forth bickering over Donald Trump, the Republican presidential 

contest took a substantive and serious turn in Wednesday’s prime-time debate, with 

candidates wrangling over immigration, gay marriage and foreign affairs. The policy shift 

quieted Trump, the brash billionaire who has roiled the GOP field, for long stretches 

during the debate that stretched past three hours and it appeared to come as a relief to 

other candidates who have struggled to break through. Carly Fiorina, the only woman in 

the GOP field, was one of the main benefactors, launching an emotional plea for 

defunding Planned Parenthood, touting her experience in business and taking aim at 

Trump for derogatory comments he made about her appearance. Former Florida Gov. Jeb 

Bush, who came into the debate facing questions about whether he had the grit to take on 

Trump, also engaged directly with the real estate mogul while still trying to fulfill his 

promise to run a joyful campaign. In one exchange that typified the broader battle within 

the Republican Party, Bush and Trump clashed over the influence of big-money donors 

who have helped the former governor raise more than $100 million. Trump, who is 

largely financing his own campaign, said of campaign contributors: “I understand the 

game, I’ve been on the other side my entire life and they have a lot of control over our 

politicians.” At another point, Bush pressed Trump to apologize for comments he has 

made about Bush’s Mexican-born wife. Trump refused and called Bush “weak on 

immigration.” As the contest lasted deep into the night, the candidates were polled on 

such matters as their choices for a woman to be depicted on the $10 bill and what their 

Secret Service code names would be if elected president. Bush drew the biggest applause 

when he picked “Eveready,” then turned to Trump to note it was a “high-energy” name 

— a nod to Trump’s criticism of Bush as a low-energy candidate. They smiled and 

slapped hands at that. Trump’s unexpected rise and surprising durability is seen as a 

reflection of voters’ frustration with Washington and career politicians. As the son and 

brother of presidents, Bush more than any other candidate is seen as a representative of 

the status quo. Fiorina, the former Hewlett-Packard executive, is also seeking to 

capitalize on her outsider status. She was making her first appearance on the main debate 

stage after a standout performance in an undercard event last months. Fiorina emphasized 

how their business backgrounds would help them negotiate with difficult world leaders, 

including Russia’s president. “Vladimir Putin would get the message,” she said. 

A third outsider, soft-spoken retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson entered the debate with 

high expectations after a recent rise in the polls that determine debate participation. But 

he largely faded to the background on the crowded debate stage. Even in a lengthy 

debate, the 11-candidate field limited the amount of time each participant had to make his 

case to the American people. Florida Sen. Marco Rubio sought to take advantage of his 

moments, reminding voters about his compelling personal story, including his parents’ 

move to the U.S. from Cuba. He also argued he was most qualified to be commander in 

chief in a turbulent world. “You better be able to lead our country on the first day, not six 

months from now, not a year from now, on the first day in office,” he said. New Jersey 

Gov. Chris Christie also tried to capitalize on his limited time, saying that while he was 
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entertained by Trump and Fiorina trying to one-up each other’s business records, “for the 

55-year-old construction worker out in that audience tonight who doesn’t have a job, who 

can’t fund his child’s education I gotta tell you the truth they could care less about your 

careers.” Perhaps more than any other candidate, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker entered 

the debate needing a breakout performance. He spoke vigorously about his conservative 

record as governor but still struggled for attention. On foreign policy, the candidates were 

split on whether they would tear up President Barack Obama’s nuclear accord if elected. 

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz argued for walking away from the deal, despite the fact that it was 

negotiated alongside allies. Ohio Gov. John Kasich took a measured approach, saying 

anyone who wants to rip up the deal isn’t prepared to be president. In an exchange on gay 

marriage and religious liberty, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee argued forcefully 

for the right of Kentucky county clerk Kim Davis to defy the Supreme Court’s decision 

legalizing gay marriage. “I thought that everyone here passed ninth grade civics. The 

courts can’t legislate,” he said. “I thought we had three branches of government.” 

Still, Huckabee declined to criticize Bush for saying Davis did not have the right to deny 

gays marriage licenses. Bush said he supports defending the rights of religious people to 

refuse to endorse gay marriage, but he said someone else in Davis’ office should sign the 

certificates since the Supreme Court ruling is the law of the land. “I think there needs to 

be accommodation for someone acting on their faith,” he said. The lengthy debate also 

veered into discussions on climate change, drug policy and childhood vaccinations. The 

last resulted in a respectful dispute between Carson, a doctor who cited studies showing 

no link between vaccines and autism, and Trump, who predicted lower rates of autism if 

there were “smaller doses over a longer period of time.” Even as Trump faded somewhat 

in the policy discussions, he was hardly invisible. He praised himself while deriding and 

scoring his rivals in the opening minutes of the debate at the Regan Presidential Library 

in southern California. Standing at center stage, Trump said he had a “phenomenal 

temperament” and a record in business that would help him on the world stage. With his 

signature brashness, he immediately took on his rivals, saying Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, 

a vigorous critic, didn’t deserve to be on the crowded debate stage. Trump has become 

increasingly critical of Fiorina as her standing has risen and he was quoted in a recent 

interview making derogatory comments about her looks, though he later denied he was 

referring to her appearance. Asked about Trump’s comments, Fiorina said simply, “I 

think women all over this country heard very clearly what Mr. Trump said.” 

 

9/18/15 HHSC Medicaid Hearing 

Duration 1:00 

Thousands of Texans fear they will lose therapy services in less than two weeks. It's 

because our elected officials cut millions of dollars from the amount the state pays for 

speech and physical therapy.  The Health and Human Services Commission heard 

testimony on how these cuts will impact lives.  Some cuts lower taxes; some cuts bring 

tears.  "There are over sixty thousand children that will be affected from these cuts and 

more of these children are born every day." Therapists and parents of disabled kids came 

to testify. People filled this auditorium at the John H. Winters Building. Still more 

watched from the hallway. In two weeks, taxpayers will spend $50 million dollars a year 

less for therapy services under Medicaid. It is a change that's bringing fear, frustration. 



and scorn from these families. They warn HHSC that if these cuts limit access to care, we 

could be facing legal action from the Federal Government. 

 

9/18/15 Planned Parenthood 

Duration 20 

The House has voted to block federal funding for Planned Parenthood for a year. With 

today's vote, Republicans expressed outrage over abortion and over undercover videos 

that show some Planned Parenthood officials offering to sell fetal tissue. The party-line 

vote does not have much of a chance of moving forward.  Senate Democrats can block it, 

and the White House has promised a veto. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

7/11/15 Lake Buchanan Bacteria 

Duration 30 

This week's heavy rains in West Texas have been good. Downstream rivers have fed and 

filled Lake Buchanan, but there's always a downside.  In this case lots of debris floating 

about that will take time to settle.  There's also a concern with bacteria levels. They 

always go up with flooding, runoffs and sudden lake rises. Unlike pools, Lake Buchanan 

is not filtered or chlorinated so swimming can be a bacteria risk. That will probably last 

the next few weeks. 

  

7/14/15 Planned Parenthood Video 

Duration 1:10 

Governor Greg Abbott will have the Texas Health and Human Services Commission and 

Attorney General's office investigate Planned Parenthood after a new video released 

today accused the group of selling body parts after abortions. Buyer: What price range 

would you receive for certain body parts?  Dr. Deborah Nucatola: You know, I would 

throw a number out, I would say it's probably anywhere from $30 to $100 dollars 

depending on the facility and what's involved." The group Center For Medical Progress 

says they recorded this interview with Planned Parenthood doctor Deborah Nucatola.  In 

it she explained how hearts, livers, and other body parts from aborted fetuses can be used 

by researchers. The group suggests there could be several laws violated including a ban 

on selling.  Planned Parenthood's national organization responded saying what they do is 

legal.  Mothers sometimes give consent to let the tissue and organs be used for research. 

The group says they get no financial benefit though in some cases costs to transport the 

tissue are reimbursed. The abortion provider says that is "standard" in the medical field.  

Planned Parenthood also said similar claims were made in the past.  But they say those 

claims were "discredited". 
 

7/15/15 Jade Helm Begins 

Duration 50 

Not a whole lot of action at least that could be "seen" with the start of a controversial 

large-scale military exercise in Bastrop County.  It's what people have been talking about 

Jade Helm 15.  The U-S Army Special Operations Command is at Camp Swift and a 

private ranch in Bastrop County. The rumors surrounding the exercise of a military 

takeover disguised as training has even brought civilian groups out to observe.  The 8 



week operation will take place in seven states including Texas.  Dave Lewis, Strategic 

Studies Director of Texas Tech says that a small town is one of the best places for people 

to go hey that doesn't fit in that is not right and then allowing them to work their skills 

and their tactical training to work with those issues.  Because of public concern of the 

growing rumors of a military takeover Governor Greg Abbott has asked for daily 

briefings from the Texas State Guard. 
 

8/7/15 Charges Vary Widely When Kids Die in Hot Cars  

www.kxan.com  

When kids die in hot cars, those responsible for the children do not face uniform 

punishment. Prosecutors may convict some parents of crimes, while others never get 

charged, according to the non-profit, advocacy group Kids and Cars. “What we have 

found is that there is really no rhyme or reason to whether a parent is charged or not and 

if they’re convicted,” said Amber Rollins, Kids and Cars director. “You can have two 

exact same circumstances in two separate cases, and in one case a parent might not be 

charged at all and in another case the parents are charged to the full extent of the law.” 

An autopsy revealed that a 3-month-old boy died Thursday from overheating after he was 

left in a car in southwest Austin. Authorities plan to present the case to a grand jury, but 

police have not arrested anyone because the death was ruled accidental. However, Round 

Rock police arrested a mother this week who investigators believe left her 4-year-old and 

5-year-old children in a van. Police arrested Rebel Lea Gough, 40, for abandoning or 

endangering a child. Court documents state an officer arrived at the Michael’s parking lot 

off I-35 in Round Rock to find the kids in the van, which was on, with the keys in the 

ignition, hot air blowing from the vents, and sliding door windows about halfway down. 

The documents note that the officer noticed the girls had red cheeks, were sweaty, and 

had wet hair. The court records state a witness saw the windows up and the children 

playing in the van before the officer arrived. The witness reported that the kids got out of 

the van and were running in the parking lot before they got back in the vehicle and rolled 

down the windows. The court documents also indicate Gough told the officer the kids 

had been in the car for about ten minutes. However, video showed Gough going into a 

store about 40 minutes before returning to the van. Gough was not at home when KXAN 

News tried to contact her. She was still in jail. Her husband says the family is still trying 

to figure out why Gough left the children in the car. KXAN News has not yet heard back 

from Gough herself, but left contact information with her husband. Kids and Cars looked 

at cases dating back to 1968 of children dying from heat stroke in cars. However, most of 

the data is from 1990 to 2014. When it comes to accidental cases, the organization found 

about 28 percent of accidental cases result in convictions, no one is charged in 39 percent 

cases, and the others either had an unknown outcome or never made it through to 

conviction. The conviction rate is higher for cases where someone knowingly left a child 

in a car, at 60 percent. Rollins does not favor harsher criminal punishment in accidental 

cases. She says many times these are instances of normally good parents making a deadly 

mistake.   

 

8/13/15 ‘Godzilla’ El Niño may be developing  

www.kxan.com  

On the same day parts of Central Texas were declared back in severe drought, NOAA 

announced the current Pacific Ocean El Niño pattern could become the strongest on 
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record. The existing El Niño of record was in 1997 and brought flooding rainfall to 

Central Texas. NOAA weather outlooks for the coming fall, winter, and spring all predict 

above normal rainfall for Central Texas. Federal meteorologists say the current El Niño is 

already the second strongest on record for this time of year and could be one of the most 

potent weather changers of the past 65 years. “This definitely has the potential of being 

the Godzilla El Niño,” said Bill Patzert, a climatologist with NASA’s Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory in La Cañada Flintridge. The National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration 

recorded unusual warmth in the Pacific Ocean in the last three months. El Niño is a 

heating of the equatorial Pacific that changes weather worldwide, mostly affecting the 

United States in winter. NOAA’s Mike Halpert said Thursday the current El Niño likely 

will rival past super El Niños in 1997-1998, 1982-83 and 1972-73. El Niño usually brings 

heavy winter rain in California, and much of the southern and eastern U.S., including 

Texas. Halpert said that’s no guarantee and even past super El Niños haven’t delivered 

the rain that California now needs. How much sea surface temperatures departed from the 

1981-2010 average during the week of Aug. 10, 2015. In this photo taken Monday, May 

18, 2015, farmer Gino Celli checks salt from irrigation water that has dried on the land he 

farms near Stockton, Calif. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli) “We’re predicting that this El 

Niño could be among the strongest El Niños in the historical record dating back to 1950,” 

Halpert, the deputy director of the Climate Prediction Center, part of the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, said during a press teleconference. Whether 

this is good news or bad news depends on where you are: For Californians, the prospect 

of a top-tier El Niño boosts the hopes for a wetter-than-average winter, which is 

desperately needed after four years of record-setting drought. For the Pacific Northwest, 

also mired in drought, El Niño usually means drier weather, though it could still be an 

improvement on last year. El Niño is a cyclical climate phenomenon rooted in the 

tropical Pacific that features a buildup of warmer-than-normal waters in the central and 

eastern portions of the basin. Over the last few months, those waters have been steadily 

heating up. In July, temperatures in a key region were more than 2°F above average, a 

departure that comes in second only to the blockbuster El Niño of 1997-1998, the event 

by which all other El Niños are judged. It’s possible this El Niño, which in the latest 

update was called “significant and strengthening,” could reach more than 3.5°F above 

normal in this ocean region, “a value that we’ve only recorded three times in the last 65 

years,” Halpert said. That threshold was reached during the 1997-1998 event, as well as 

those from 1982-1983 and 1972-1973. But El Niño isn’t just about a feverish ocean, what 

matters to most people are the impacts to weather that those warmer waters can usher in 

around the world. The shift of warm water from west to east in the tropical Pacific causes 

changes in the circulation of the atmosphere overhead. These shifts in turn create a 

domino effect of altered atmospheric patterns across the globe. For the U.S., these 

impacts come about because of a split in the winter jet stream, the river of air that guides 

storms over North America. The jet breaks up into southern and northern strands, with 

the former typically flowing over Southern California and the later up into Alaska. For 

Southern California, that means higher odds of above average winter precipitation. This 

was certainly the case in the 1998 and 1983 El Niños, but higher odds don’t mean a rainy 

winter is 100 percent certain. There have been other El Niño events when California was 

drier than normal. “None of the typical impacts are ever guaranteed,” Halpert said. Still, 

the boosted odds are potentially welcome news to a state that is four years into a record-



setting drought, as it could begin the slow climb out of the precipitation hole. But they 

can also come with serious downsides, such as major flooding and landslides, as 

happened with the 1998 event. Also, the link between more precipitation and El Niño 

really only holds for Southern California, while it is the northern half of the state where 

the main reservoirs, supplied by mountain snowpack, are situated. There’s no knowing 

whether the winter will bring the healthy snows needed to replenish those water stores. 

Some of that will depend on winter temperatures, which were unusually high across the 

West last winter, causing precipitation to fall as rain, not snow, and leaving states with 

record low snow packs. Those elevated temperatures, which made winter feel more like 

spring, were the result of a persistent high-pressure pattern that also helped form a large 

pool of warm water off the West Coast, which some scientists dubbed “the blob.” El 

Niño could actually knock out the high-pressure pattern and with it the unusually hot 

weather, Cliff Mass, an atmospheric scientist at the University of Washington,” said. This 

already seems to be happening, he added. What this might mean for the Pacific 

Northwest’s winter is a bit unclear. El Niño tends to bring warmer and drier conditions to 

the region, which has water managers preparing for another dry winter with a low 

snowpack. But if it knocks out the relentless pattern of recent years, it could actually 

make this winter better than last with perhaps more snow, even if it isn’t as much as 

would fall without El Niño in place. “I’m actually looking forward to next year” being 

better than this year, Mass said. How exactly El Niño, the blob and the vagaries of winter 

weather will come together to influence temperatures, rain and snow are “questions that 

don’t have answers at this point,” Halpert said. “We just don’t know.”  

 

8/14/15 Drones Endangering Commercial Flights  

www.kxan.com  

There is growing concern over drones obstructing the paths of airlines. The 

Federal Aviation Administration said there has been a spike in the number of close calls 

where a drone almost collided with a commercial flight. This year pilots have reported 

over 650 drone sightings; compared to 238 last year. Pilots say a crash with a drone could 

be devastating. One of the most recent close calls happened Aug. 12 in Fresno, 

California. A medical helicopter was taking a patient to the hospital when they almost 

crashed into a drone. Another almost-collision in California happened while firefighters 

combating the wildfires had to ground air operations because of drones flying too close. 

The Federal Aviation Administration decided to launch an investigation after four 

commercial flights reported seeing drones near Newark Airport. The FAA says the drone 

was 3,000 feet high and nearing the approach path for airlines. A spokesperson for the 

FAA, Lynn Lunsford, said there are approximately 60 reports a month nationally of 

airlines seeing drones in the air. There were two reports August 3 of unmanned air-crafts 

passing in front of flights flying to Austin-Bergstrom International Airport. The pilot of a 

Canadair jet reported a drone passing in front of the flight 12 miles north of the Austin 

airport. The second drone was flying alongside an Austin-bound American Airline flight 

at 2,500 feet in the air. In both cases the pilots did not need to take evasive action to 

avoid the drones and land safely. Lunsford said “there’s an obvious safety concern when 

these small air-crafts are flying in the vicinity of passenger aircraft of any type, due to the 

risk of collision and any damage that might cause.” While hobby drone-flyers do not 

need to check with the FAA before they take flight they do have to follow the law, which 
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means steering clear of airline flights and helicopters. Those who fly drones for more 

than a hobby must obtain operating approval and a pilot’s license. To learn more about 

the certification process visit the FAA website. 

 

9/11/15 Mammogram Testing 

Duration 1:20 

Dr. Beth Whiteside, Radiologist said "There's a lot of confusion among patients and 

doctors" Dr. Whiteside is talking about mammograms.  There’s been confusion and 

controversy over when women should start undergoing this breast cancer screening and 

how often they should have them.  However, according to Dr. Whiteside there’s no 

question that mammograms save lives.  She says "The reason is that most breast cancers 

occur in people who don't have known risk factors. Breast cancer is not all the same. 

There's a lot of different types and some have more aggressive behavior than others. And 

we know that invasive breast cancer is really the type of breast cancer that we want to 

make sure that we catch early, because that has the potential to spread to other parts of 

the body and to shorten a woman's life."  Which raises the question “What about the new 

study suggesting that women diagnosed with ductile cancer, the earliest and non-invasive 

form of breast cancer, may not need aggressive treatment?  Dr. Whiteside says the study 

results are interesting but more research needs to be done.  Especially as cancer treatment 

is becoming more personalized. "As science progresses we're going to become better and 

better at learning and deciding which are safe to do minimal treatment with. But the 

science has to be there. We have to back it up before we're going to risk a woman's life 

not doing anything."  Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women in the 

United States other than skin cancer.  It’s also the second leading cause of cancer deaths 

in women after lung cancer. 

 

9/12/15 Man Stalking Women 

Duration 30 

Austin Police still need your help in the case of a stalker targeting women. Investigators 

say a 65 year old suspect would stalk women at local bus stops in Austin. The suspect has 

been arrested but investigators want to identify possible victims.  He's accused of doing it 

along Oltorf at First and 5th Streets witnesses say he drove a blue car. If you recognize 

that blue car or believe you could be a victim call Austin Police.  

 

9/17/15 GM Settlement 

Duration 40 

General Motors is going to pay the government a lot of money for those faulty ignition 

switches. The cost of today's settlement: 9 hundred million dollars. General Motors is 

also paying close to an additional 6 hundred million dollars to settle individual lawsuits.  

And the company could still face prosecution down the road for trying to cover it up. 

Preet Bharara, a U.S. Attorney said "The appointment of a federal monitor will insure 

continued government oversight, targeted at the issues that led to the tragedies that 

occurred here in the first place." More than 120 people have died and nearly 3 hundred 

others were injured because of problems caused by those faulty ignition switches. 
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