
 

 
 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  KNVA Public Files 

  Licensee: 54 Broadcasting, Inc. 

 

RE:  Issues and Programs Report – Fourth Quarter 2015 

  October 1 – December 31, 2015 

 

DATE: January 5, 2016 

 

 

  

 

The major significant problems and needs of the Austin community are: 

 

Crime 

Education & Family Values 

Government & Politics 

Health & Safety 

 

Attached are examples of local news reports, public service efforts, local programming, 

and syndicated programs that have addressed these issues.   

 

PROGRAMS OF SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 

 

NAME OF PROGRAM DAYS AIRED TIME AIRED 

Austin News  

Austin News @ 9 

 

Monday - Friday 

Monday - Sunday 

 

7:00 – 9:00 AM 

9:00 – 9:30 PM 

 

 

This program is produced locally and is a mix of news, weather and sports. All stories 

generally air for between 30 seconds and two minutes.  All stories aired during KNVA’s 

7 a.m. and 9 p.m. newscast. 

 



 

CRIME 

 

10/14/15 Rock Throwing along I-35 

Duration 20 

There is a live picture here from our Austonian Weather Camera which shows it's a busy 

area even late at night. Austin Police Department says that if you become a victim, make 

sure to pull off right away and call 911 as quickly as possible. This way they can get 

someone out to the location immediately and try to catch the person before they get away. 

 

10/14/15 APD Halo Cameras 

Duration 30 

To help them fight crime, Austin Police are looking to add more HALO cameras, but it's 

a pricey option.  Right now, the city has 41 HALO cameras in downtown and along 

Rundberg Lane in north Austin but not along I-35. They give police a birds-eye view of 

everything going on and if a crime is committed it can help them find suspects.  The last 

time the city council approved money for more cameras, it cost 75-thousand dollars to 

install them.  On top of that the network of 41 cameras costs 44-thousand dollars a year to 

maintain. 

 

10/15/15 Kendall Sanders Not Guilty 

Duration 40 

A Former U-T Football player may return to the game after a jury found him not guilty of 

sexual assault. Kendall Sanders is cleared of all wrong-doing from a June 2014 incident 

at a campus dorm. During testimony this week, the accuser said she had consensual sex 

with Sander's teammate "Montrel Meander." But then she said both Meander and Sanders 

forced her to have sex and Sanders took a picture during the assault. Sanders' defense 

attorney said it was all consensual and the woman only became angry after he took a 

picture. During closing arguments, the attorney showed the jury a presentation of more 

than 30 inconsistent statements made by the accuser.  Sanders would have been a senior 

on this year's team.  He has one season of eligibility remaining if he decides to continue 

his football career.  At this point, UT has no comment on Sander's case. 

 

11/12/15 Man with Knife on UT Campus 

Duration 50 

A man is in jail tonight accused of walking into a classroom with a knife on the UT 

campus. Michael Crozier was found a few blocks away from campus after a campus-wide 

alert was sent out around 8 this morning.  UT Police say Crozier was caught minutes after 

students and staff recognized him.  No one was hurt but KXAN has learned UTPD has 

seen an increase in people trespassing on campus.  Since 2013 the arrests for trespassing 

have nearly doubled. UTPD's police chief says many of those people are homeless. "Ever 

since last summer we started noticing an uptick in the number of homeless folks moving 

in the area that brought in a whole other dynamic." Austin Police say in regard to 

homeless people committing crimes, they're actually seeing a decrease city-wide. That's 

because earlier this year they moved officers into areas where those crimes were 

happening. 



 

11/15/15 Paris Suspect Manhunt 

Duration 40 

An international manhunt continues for a suspect who may have escaped during the 

attacks.  They want this man Salah Abdeslam, a 26-year-old man born in Brussels. One 

of his brothers detonated a suicide vest in central Paris and another was ultimately 

detained in Belgium.  Police had Abdeslam in their grasp early Saturday, when they 

stopped a car carrying three men near the Belgian border, but before the warrant was 

issued his ID was checked and he was let go.  French authorities warn people that he is 

dangerous, saying "do not approach.”  Police believe the suspect rented a black 

volkswagen polo used in the attack on a concert hall Friday night where 89 people were 

killed. 

 

12/14/15 Mailbox Theft 

Duration 1:00 

It's a problem Amy Rebel says has been going on since October. Her mail is being taken 

right out of her mailbox. "I have people calling like I sent you this and I'm like I never 

received it. I don't know where it is."  With Christmas just 2 weeks away Amy says she's 

afraid to order anything online.  "I've made it to where I told my son and daughter to buy 

something that's actually in a store that we can go to now."  "Amy says she had to order a 

new credit card. The credit card company confirmed it has been delivered, but when she 

went to get it out of the mailbox it wasn't there."  Soon after we contacted the postal 

inspector, crews came out and took the box away. "What we want to do is take the box 

back, repair it so mail can be secured in a box."  Postal Inspector Mike Sullivan says he 

believes thieves are targeting neighborhoods up and down the   I-35 corridor. Ronald 

Walker says medication his wife needs has *also been taken along with other things. 

"That's our real concern is the medication.  And that's how we get it is through the mail 

from the VA."  While he's happy to see the postal service is finally fixing their box he 

hopes these thieves are caught soon before they strike again. 

 
12/15/15 McClintock Indicted 

Duration 25 

A Williamson County Grand Jury has indicted a man accused of driving the wrong way 

on Interstate 35 for 15 miles and killed a veteran on Veterans' Day.  Police arrested "John 

McClintock" at the scene back on November 11th in Round Rock. He is charged with 

intoxication manslaughter. If convicted he faces between two and 20 years in prison.  The 

crash killed "Dominic Turner" an Army veteran who completed two tours of duty in 

Afghanistan. Dominic had been riding his motorcycle  
 

12/16/15 Judge Kocurek Shooting 

Duration 1:30 

Two weeks before the shooting records state the Travis County DA's office got a call 

about intent to kill.  The caller said the man who would later become a person of interest 

in the Judge Kocurek case and was planning to murder the judge.  But court records also 

state that Investigators were unable to find a current case within the Travis County 

system involving that man.  "So we went to the courthouse to check the records 



ourselves. We entered his name. It showed that he had a case pending since March of 

2012. We found a motion to revoke his probation in the system from back in August 

signed by Judge Kocurek."  KXAN’s Kevin Schwaller asks "Did the Investigator Make a 

mistake?" "It sure seems that way. It seems like he dropped the ball or did not conduct an 

investigation that was as thorough and as necessary in this case." That's former judge 

Charlie Baird. "It's very worry some quite frankly because I think that when everybody 

calls in and gives you a threat on a judges’ life that you should assume that that is a very 

credible threat."  After that interview and our questions, Travis County District Attorney 

Rosemary Lehmberg told KXAN News that the official court record we showed you was 

wrong. She said someone in her office did, in fact, find the connection to Judge 

Kocurek’s court and passed the information to court security.  We contacted the Travis 

County Sheriff's Office to see how it handled the information. But a spokesperson said 

the office never got a credible threat about a specific judge. The District Attorney would 

not speak with us on camera. 
 

EDUCATION & FAMILY VALUES 

 

10/14/15 Bastrop Fire 

Duration 1:15 

The people come to the Smithville Rec Center, for a roof and a cot, water, and warm 

food.  One family, the Pumphreys were here four years ago and here they are again. 

Raymond Pumphrey a second time Evacuee was asked “Did you ever think you would 

have to go through this again?” His response was “No I didn't. I didn't think it would 

happen again.”   Raven Pumphrey, an 11 year old Evacuee also said “I hope they get the 

fire out quickly so we can go home. Hopefully we'll still have a home.  Linda Salerno 

owns a nearby non-profit animal shelter, she came by to spread the news there's room for 

pets with her.  Linda Salerno was offering to take In pets in “You can’t take them to 

shelters; that’s no place for them, or a shelter. I can hold on to them and take care of them 

until they get a place to hang their hat.  While down the road a few miles, evacuees stop to 

chat and watch the billowing angry smoke. The Wareham’s set up a food table for other folks 

to get a bite. Nicole Wareham who is a second time Evacuee said “This is a time 

everybody's got to pull together?  Yes, pull together as a family and pull together as a 

community. And Catherine Wareham who is a 10 year old Evacuee stated “Who can 

have grub; who is this for? Everybody! We want to provide for families who lost their 

homes.” 

 

10/15/15 Bulldozer Man 

Duration 1:15 

“The man on the bulldozer single-handedly saved my house" said Kenneth Jenkins who 

lives in the Smithville West subdivision.  Wednesday night, after the Hidden Pines fire 

reached his doorstep, Kenneth feared that his home wouldn't make it.  He said "I don't 

want to leave but only God knows the future. I don't know what we are going to do" 

Chris Sievert just so happened to be working in the area, doing his job on a bulldozer 

when he heard the flames were close to Smithville West.  "Grab the flames on the left 

take them to the right and it is all good."  So Chris stepped in to make sure this wildfire 

would never reach people's homes.  Chris Sievert, Local Bulldozer guy: ""I'd say about 

1pm I had heard that the wind is picking up and had gotten out of hand. I loaded up and 



here we are."  Chris took these pictures, showing just how close he and his bulldozer 

came to the flames. He managed to create a fire break with a line of dirt and rocks that 

takes away all fuel for the fire to burn so it moves elsewhere. Chris Sievert, also said: 

""Whatever it takes to keep their houses and everyone else's house you know? If we can 

save one house I mean that's as good as a million"   Because of Chris' efforts, all the 

homes in the subdivision are still standing. Kenneth Jenkins is thankful! Kenneth Jenkins, 

Smithville West Homeowner: "Chris was here with his bulldozer and because of him I 

have a home" 

 

10/16/15 Camp Wilderness 

Duration 1:00 

Camp Wilderness Ridge has been a source of inspiration and fun, a molder of young men 

and bonder of families since 1987. Then it's 95 acres and two dozen buildings were 

wiped out in the Big Fire of 2011. That was a big setback when the camp was destroyed 

but we rebounded. We held activities that fall and spring at other camps offered to us. 

They rebuilt their camp, even acquired more land. This week it was wiped out again, and 

unfortunately it could not be saved by firefighters on the ground or the big tanker in the 

sky. It was a body blow to their minds and spirit. We met yesterday did some crying, and 

did some laughing, but the feeling we left with was this is an opportunity. Just as their 

camp challenged young people to build their lives, Wilderness Ridge is now challenged 

to rebuild yet again, and offers to help have flooded in from all around. They want us to 

be here. They know the ministry we do with young men, and we're anxious to get back to 

it. 
 

11/11/15 Ft. Hood Hug Lady Sick 

Duration 45 

She's known for hugging every Fort Hood soldier going to and coming home from war. 

But now, central Texas service members and veterans are helping her as she is in 

intensive care.  "Elizabeth Laird" made it her mission to give hugs to every soldier 

leaving or coming home in 2003. Her son estimated she has given between 450- and 500-

thousand hugs in the last 12 years. She has continued giving her hugs despite battling 

breast cancer for the last 11 years. Now she's in intensive care, and the soldiers are 

helping her. "You become accustomed to it, and it's almost an expectation to know that 

she'll be there when you get home. You never think about moments like this and you take 

life for granted." Less than 24 hours after she went into the hospital people donated more 

than 30-thousand dollars to help with medical expenses. 

 

11/14/15 Flood Volunteers 

Duration 55 

If you're looking for a way to give back to others this weekend, Hays, Travis, and Bastrop 

counties need volunteers to help clean flood victims homes.  The Thoroughbred Farms 

and Arroyo Doble neighborhoods in Travis County are not in the flood plain, but the 

flooding destroyed more than 40 homes there. Several organizations tell us donations and 

volunteers are way down. To give a perspective, the Austin Disaster Relief Network says 

only 80 people showed up to the Volunteer Reception Center in Southeast Austin.  In the 

past, they've had thousands.   Daniel Geraci says, "All the teams I'm talking to, even the 

ministries, they're all struggling right now with volunteers even their own volunteers 



because many are fatigued having three major disasters in one year so close together."  

The flood damaged 500 homes in the county and Austin combined.  

 

12/15/15 L.A. Schools Shutdown 

Duration 45 

The main school district there closed every campus after a terror threat today. With more 

than 750-thousand students officials called it an over-abundance of caution in the nation's 

second largest district. However, classes will be back in session tomorrow in Los 

Angeles. Superintendent Ramon C. Cortines of  LA ISD stated "Based on past 

circumstances, I could not take the chance, as it relates to one student or our staff that 

serves our students."  Another threat from the same email ip address and containing some 

of the same wording also was sent to New York City schools.  New York Police 

Commissioner Bill Bratton who was the former Los Angeles chief of police says his 

department is investigating the email as a "hoax" and classes there went on as scheduled. 
 

 

12/22/15 Holiday Travel at ABIA 

Duration 1:00 

The official year-end travel season kicks off tomorrow, so the people flying out tonight 

are trying to avoid that mess. You can see some people are still being dropped off now.  

Triple A expects more than 100-million people to travel, which is a record for this time of 

year. That's about one in three people are traveling.  Overall, travel is up by nearly one-

and-a-half percent. 38 million people are expected to fly over the next two weeks. With 

all the traffic, travelers are hoping they don't run in to the typical problems. Jonathan 

Barrera is traveling to Utah says he wishes for "No delays, no lost luggage, and mainly 

just that everything is on time and runs smoothly." Passenger travel is up at ABIA. More 

than 900-thousand people traveled through this airport last December, and we could see 

even more people this year 

 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

 

10/11/15 Mayor Adler and the Budget 

Duration 4:00 

Adler interview is located in Investigates on www.kxan.com  Josh: A lot of you deal with 

the same or similar challenges. One of them being your leadership has moved up with 

police body cameras. Why do you think that is important to get right out in the forefront?  

Adler: I think that given what's happened nationally, the issue of accountability of law 

enforcement is top on peoples mind. Body cameras provide that accountability. It's 

something that's not only supported by the community but by the police chief and by our 

police officers. I think the real issue is waiting for the technology to catch up with the 

desire. The police tell us we've reached that place now so it is time to move forward. 

Speaking of the budget, this was the city's largest budget in history. I know you've talked 

a lot about transparency, affordability and funding in your campaign. How do you think 

everything played out now seeing the budget process as a Mayor.  Adler: I am real proud 

of how this council went through with the budget process beginning with how we went 

through it. It was very different than how it's been done in past years. It was a lot more 

transparent and open. A lot of the ideas that were considered on budget day were posted 

http://www.kxan.com/


weeks ahead of time. And the community had an opportunity to debate those. The ideas 

were sharpened and improved. Some of the ideas were pushed forward. Some of them 

fell by the wayside and we ended with a budget that for the first time in Austin's history 

actually not only reduced the tax rate but reduced absolute taxes. We passed the first 

general homestead exemption. We increased the exemption for seniors and disabled. And 

we did all of that at the same time we increased funding for health and human services 

over $9 million. There is more than $3 million dollars more money for parks. We went 

after the five most dangerous intersections. I'm real proud of this budget.  Josh: What 

about the water bills? It's been an issue a lot of people have been talking about. We get a 

lot of emails with viewer tips to get us to do stories about stuff. But I can tell you the 

water bill issue in Austin has been by far the thing we get the most emails about in recent 

months. People can't understand why their water bills are so high. We've talked to Austin 

Water and Austin Energy because they explain maybe this is the first time people think 

we're out of the drought so maybe we don't have to conserve as much and our water rate 

is more now. Can you talk about your thoughts concerning these complaints?  Adler: You 

know the water rate is more but it is not more at the level that people are feeling or 

seeing. It was a very slight increase. I think a real concern for the city is that water usage 

is significantly higher now than it was several months ago. I think that is in part because 

people are feeling the drought is over and the lakes are filled. I tell people that when I 

came into office it was a drought situation. The lakes were only 30 percent full. Long 

term they predict this kind of drought condition is going to continue to exacerbate. This is 

a city that has to plan for that. We have to keep people conserving. If anything over time 

we have to strengthen conservation measures. We need to do a lot more with water reuse 

I understand people are concerned about the water bills. I am too. The sudden surge is 

still something that baffles me. We've gotten answers from staff but continue to follow 

that just because of that reaction.  Josh: Is an answer enough? Or should there be a 

change? Adler: I think we need to better understand what the answer is. We need change 

regardless of the answer. If it is a billing problem we need to correct it. And at this point 

we haven't been able to identify one. If it is a water issue one, then we need to correct 

that. It is important that we continue to diminish the per-capita water use in our city. 

We're on a great trend and have to maintain it. 

 

10/16/15 Birth Certificate Ruling 

Duration 25 

An Austin federal judge has ruled the Texas state health department can deny birth 

certificates to immigrant children born in the state if their parents do not have proper 

identification.  Immigrant families had asked for an injunction. The judge said while they 

raised concerns more evidence is needed. State Health Services no longer recognizes 

certain forms of I-D for immigrant families living and working here. Without proper 

required identification birth certificates cannot be issued. 
 

10/16/15 US Drones Ruling 

Duration 20 

Drones are expected to be one of the highest gifts this holiday season and will have to be 

registered with the federal government. That's according to NBC News. Transportation 

Department officials are reportedly set to announce the new plan within days. The 

government has been trying to finalize rules for drone operators. 



 

11/11/15 Judge Kocurek Shot 

Duration 45 

Austin Police are looking into calls about a suspicious person before Judge Julie Kocurek 

was shot on Friday night. We are showing his mug shot so we can get a clear picture of 

him.  "Chimene Onyeri," is in custody in Houston where he's being held without bond on 

a murder charge in another case.  He was in court today and has a fraud charge pending 

in Kocurek's court here in Austin.  APD says they're following up on the reports before 

the shooting. We talked to neighbors today who said when something's not right in their 

community; it's not hard to notice.  Stephanie Kurpiewski  who is a neighborhood jogger 

says you can tell the people who live here and the ones just jogging here, but I’m sure he 

would have stood out to me too   Police also sent out flyers asking for anyone who saw 

anything suspicious to call them. 

 

11/13/15 French Legations 

Duration 40 

The attack is having a strong impact on a group of people from France on a special visit 

to Austin.  A delegation from our French sister city Angers (on-jays) is in Austin this 

weekend. They toured the French Legation in East Austin earlier today when they learned 

of the attack. Christophe Bechu, Mayor of Angers, France said "So many losses!  So 

many victims! We are so sad tonight. I have not enough English words to describe how I 

feel."  We are following developments from the terrorist attacks right now, and we will 

bring you an update later in the newscast. 
 

11/15/15 March For Paris 

Duration 1:15 

Dozens brought out their tri-color flags and emblems to honor the victims and step 

together into a new age. "This is a turning point for us in history. I feel like it's our 9/11. 

It's an easy comparison but nothing like that has ever happened to us before."  Gaelle 

Bouaziz teaches French at UT-Austin. She knew people inside the Bataclan Theater and 

her roommate's good friend is among the victims.  "What's worse is you feel panicked. 

We were calling our friends and family, waiting for the phone to finally be on."  She says 

being far away from their home, many here could feel isolated if it wasn't for the show of 

support from fellow Texans.  "I didn't expect many people." "And of course we are here 

today for our future victory. Thank you so much everyone for coming."  "We won't 

change our habits just for a bunch of terrorists. We are very happy to see support from 

every other country."  Nicholas Klimjelschmitt came to this march for Paris Sunday and 

was towards the front when the group walked down Congress Ave.  Last Friday's gun 

shots were heard by French all around the world, including here in the Lone Star State. 

 

11/15/15 Democratic Debate 

Duration 55 

In the second Democrat Debate last night, the candidates talked about everything from 

ISIS to gun safety.  One issue they couldn't seem to agree on was Wall Street.  Bernie 

Sanders accused Hillary Clinton of taking enormous contributions from investors and 

bankers. Sanders: I have never heard of a candidate, who has received huge amounts of 

money from oil, from coal, from Wall Street or from the military industrial complex. Not 



one candidate has said oh these campaign contributions will not influence me.  Clinton: 

Well John, wait a minute, wait a minute, he has basically used his answer to impugn my 

integrity. Let's be frank here. Sanders: No, I have not.  Clinton: Oh, wait a minute, 

senator. You know, not only do I have hundreds of thousands of donors, most of them 

small. And I'm very proud that for the first time a majority of my donors are women, 60 

percent.  The democrats hold their third Presidential Debate on Saturday, December 19
th

 

in New Hampshire. 

 

12/15/15 GOP Debate 

Duration 1:30 

Not surprising, the first debate since the Paris Terror attacks and San Bernardino killings 

brought a focus on national security and radical Muslim terrorists.   Donald Trump, 

Presidential Candidate "As far other people, like in the migration, where they are going, 

tens of thousands of people having cell phones with ISIS flags on them? I don't think so, 

Wolf. They are not coming to this country. And if I'm president, if Obama has brought 

some to this country, they're leaving." That was Donald Trump opening things up with an 

answer to a question about his Muslim Travel Ban proposal for people entering into the 

US as well as how he would deal with any terrorist entering under the Syrian refugee 

program.  Getting a good amount of screen time tonight, Senators Marco Rubio and Ted 

Cruz, both have been surging in polls.  Sen. Ted Cruz stated "You would carpet bomb 

where ISIS is. You target the location of the troops. You have air power directed, and you 

have Special Forces embedded. The object isn't to level a city. The object is to kill the 

ISIS terrorist."  Sen. Marco Rubio said "ISIS is a radical Sunni group. They cannot just 

be defeated by air strikes. Air strikes are a key component, but they must be defeated on 

the ground by a ground force." Jeb Bush had one of the biggest applause points of the 

night, when he started going back and forth with Trump. Jeb Bush stated "Donald, you 

are not going to be able to insult your way to the presidency. It's not going to happen. 

And I do have the strength." 

 

12/18/15 Sanders vs. Democratic National Committee 

Duration 1:15 

Covering the presidential campaign, there was an interesting twist today with Bernie 

Sander's Campaign filing a federal lawsuit against the Democratic National Committee. 

This comes after the DNC accused Sanders staff members of snooping into private data 

from Hillary Clinton's campaign.  Sanders' campaign admits a low-level staffer and 

perhaps others took advantage of a computer breach in Democratic Party data files to 

access Clinton's secret voter lists. The Sanders camp fired the staff member who claims 

he was just trying to prove the system vulnerable. Sanders' team quickly fired back 

accusing the democratic party of sabotaging them. Jeff Weaver, who is Bernie Sanders 

2016 Campaign Manager stated that “we are running a clean campaign. We’re going to 

beat Secretary Clinton and anybody else in this campaign on the issues. We don’t need 

dirty tricks.  Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Democratic National Committee Chair 

stated “If the shoe were on the other foot, and the Clinton Campaign had accessed 

Sanders Campaign data inappropriately and viewed and taken information that belonged 

to the Sanders Campaign, Sanders supporters and the Sanders Campaign would expect 

me to react in the exact same way.  The party chair has cut off Sanders' access to his own 



voter profiles.  The Sanders campaign lawsuit says it is "hamstrung" without access to its 

own voter data.  Both Sanders and Clinton are set to debate tomorrow night. 

  

12/22/15 Capital Nativity Controversy 

www.kxan.com 

Gov. Greg Abbott has asked the State Preservation Board to immediately remove a Bill 

of Rights-themed nativity display in the State Capitol. It was removed Tuesday afternoon. 

In a letter to the board’s executive director Monday, the governor called the Freedom 

from Religion Foundation’s display “juvenile” and “tasteless sarcasm.” Abbott says the 

display does not serve a public purpose, adding that activities that promote a specific 

viewpoint are prohibited in the public areas of the Capitol. “Far from promoting morals 

and the general welfare, the exhibit deliberately mocks Christians and Christianity,” the 

governor says. “The exhibit promotes ignorance and falsehood insofar as it suggests that 

George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson worshiped (or would 

worship) the bill of rights in the place of Jesus,” Gov. Abbott added in his letter. The 

letter then includes an excerpt of George Washington’s prayer journal. The controversial 

display has three of the Founding Fathers next to the Statue of Liberty standing over the 

Bill of Rights.  “We indicated the educational purpose of our display in our initial 

application with the State Preservation Board,” Explained Sam Grover, a staff attorney 

with Freedom From Religion Foundation. “We think that the display is educational in the 

sense that it teaches people about the Winter Solstice, it teaches people that there are 

other religions and non-religions out there in addition to Christianity. It also teaches 

about the Bill of Rights and that it was enacted on Dec. 15, 1791.” The sign next to the 

display is titled “Happy Winter Solstice,” followed by the text: “All this Season of the 

Winter Solstice, we honor reason and the Bill of Rights (Adopted December 15, 1791).” 

“Keep State & Church Separate,” is also posted on the sign. The sign is sponsored by 

Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin, but not endorsed by the state. “I’m disappointed. This 

group like any other group that has come to me for sponsorship, has a right to utilize 

public space as long as they follow the process,” said Howard over the 

phone. “Unfortunately the governor, who has the right to his personal opinion, like many 

others at the Capitol are focused on religious freedom instead silencing someone who has 

a different opinion, and I don’t think that’s what the First Amendment is about.  Howard 

also believes the First Amendment is supposed to protect everyone. “The Governor’s 

opinion is not surprising to us but it’s pretty upsetting, we figured the governor would be 

open to having all viewpoints expressed at the Capitol, that is what the Capitol’s forum 

for display suggests.” continued Grover. “It appears that there’s no room at the end for 

anything but the Christian view point.”  Grover said the group received many complaints 

when a Christian nativity scene went up in the Capitol last year. The nonprofit, based out 

of Madison, Wis., said it wanted to make sure a “free thought viewpoint was also 

expressed in the Capitol.”  “The Governor’s interpretation of our display is his own 

personal opinion and the fact that he doesn’t agree with our view points and is offended 

by it is no reason to sensor our display from the capitol,” said Grover. “In fact, it’s an 

illegal reason to sensor the display.”  When asked if the group would take legal action, 

Grover said they’re reviewing their options and will be pursing the governor’s actions 

further. Capitol workers remove Bill of Rights and Winter Solstice Display. KXAN was 

https://lintvkxan.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/abbott-nativity-letter.pdf


at the Capitol when they took the display down between 1:00 and 1:10 p.m. Monday. We 

were told the display was taken to a maintenance room. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

10/14.15 Cyclist Sues APD Cut Off 

Duration 1:20 

An Austin cyclist is suing the city after he was thrown over his handlebars and into the 

side of a police car. Surveillance video shows what happened.  The driver accused of 

cutting him off- an Austin Police officer. We spoke to the cyclist who says he was left 

with no choice when the city said he was in the wrong.  On his birthday last year, while 

biking to work, surveillance video shows what happened to Mark Collins on Sixth Street.  

Mark Collins the Plaintiff, Cyclist states "I was aware of a car, and it very rapidly 

indicated and pulled over, to turn onto Sabine I hit straight against the passenger door. I 

think it was between the front and passenger door."  "I actually ended up being on the 

couch with ice packs on my knees, with crutches, the whole works, because I couldn't 

move around."  Lenore Shefman, Mr. Collins Attorney said "When you make a mistake, 

you make a mistake. We don't believe there is callousness involved here." Collins has 

filed a lawsuit saying it was the negligence of the police officer.  He tried to handle it on 

his own, but Mark Collins, the Plaintiff, Cyclist "I was very angry that the city blew me 

off. They said it was my fault."  Lenore Shefman, Attorney claims “The police have an 

obligation to keep safe the roads and to keep us safe in these situations. Part of that is 

taking responsibility for instances that is caused by them."  
 

10/15/15 Hidden Pines Bastrop Update 

Duration 1:30 

More than 30 structures have been lost in the fire with most of them being homes. The 

list included multiple homes on Long Trail, Old Antioch Road, Rolling Pines, and other 

streets.  And the worst part is still threatening more than 400 others as it moves west, 

While the Bastrop County Judge said it has been a good day for firefighting at least 

yesterday. Things could get tough again today with weather conditions and the winds 

we've been hearing David Yeomans talk about. It's hard for a lot of people out here not to 

compare this fire to that of 2011 where a wildfire destroyed at least 1,500 homes and left 

two people dead.  But Bastrop County's Emergency management coordinator, Mike 

Fisher, had strong words for families in the area about what's happening now. “I'm not 

pleased overall. I heard somebody say, 'Well this fire isn't as bad as the 2011 fire.' I don't 

want to hear anybody say that. For me it is bad. For you it is bad. It is just as bad as any 

fire you're ever going to be on, or I will ever be on."  

 

11/11/15 Wrong Way Fatality 

Duration 1:15 

Typically, officers who work deadly crashes show up after the fact, but not this time. 

Officer Nathan Blake/Austin Police Department "The officers witnessed this happen 

which is traumatic. It is very difficult."  They saw this young man Dominic Turner lose 

his life on his motorcycle.  The Army veteran's father tells KXAN his son was on his way 

to the airport to head to a job interview, but never made it. Voice of Dale Turner/Father 

of the Victim said: "The drunk driver he needs to never get out of prison or jail." Austin 



police say they tried to stop "John McClintock."  Officers decided to drive the right way 

on I-35 with their emergency lights on parallel to McClintock who was heading north on 

the southbound side from Rundberg to Round Rock!  "We don't have any indication that 

the driver even recognized that police were attempting to get this driver's attention." 

Officer Nathan Blake says every Austin police officer goes through a lot of training in the 

academy and beyond to decipher what to do in these situations. "They're inherently 

dangerous case in point." "We have to take into consideration the traffic that's on the 

street, road conditions and the driver characteristics of the suspect vehicle that we are 

chasing." 

 

11/14/15 Acevedo on Attack 

Duration 45 

Security measures are being stepped up not only in France, but here in America.  Chief 

Art Acevedo says right now there are no specific threats to our area, but they're 

conducting close patrol, and directing officers to sensitive areas like religious institutions. 

He says the department is in close contact with federal, state and county partners. He 

adds that everyone can help out, by staying vigilant. "This isn't going to stop and this isn't 

going away. That's why the police department in Austin takes this very seriously. We put 

together counter assault strike teams and other assets available to respond to any 

eventuality. But the most important piece is disrupting and preventing these events, and 

the best force multiplier to disrupt these events is the community itself." 
 

11/15/15 Austin Uber Meeting 

Duration 20 

Austin City Council will talk tomorrow about stronger rules for ground transportation 

companies like Uber and Lyft.  The Mobility Committee wants drivers for ridesharing 

companies to be fingerprinted, much like taxi drivers.  Right now, the city allows ride-

sharing companies to conduct their own background checks without using fingerprints. 

 

12/16/15 Winter Fire Tips 

Duration 40 

The Texas A-and-M Forest Service is posting the winter outlook today. Although the 

current El Nino will lower the wildfire risk, "this" is the time to take steps to protect your 

home and your property. With the rain we've had over the last few months it's been great 

for grass and plants.  All the growth means new fuel for fires.  Add to that all the leaves 

that have fallen off the trees and other dry brush around. Cut and clear brush away from 

your home by at least thirty feet.  If you need to burn any brush piles or trash, make sure 

you aren't in a burn ban. Beware of windy days as one spark could start a wildfire. We've 

got these tips and more available at the weather blog at kxan.com. 

  

12/17/15 Open Carry Handguns 

Duration 1:20 

CJ Grisham started Open Carry Texas, a non-profit organization to educate Texans on 

their rights and advocate for more. That was after he says he was wrongfully arrested for 

carrying a rifle two years ago. Open Carry Texas, has gained more than 50 thousand 

members in 3 years with members he stands up for when attending meetings like this. "I 

think the biggest misconception is that it's gonna turn into the Wild West, that we're 



gonna have all these shootouts and people are gonna get shot just for carrying."  CJ says 

it hasn't been a problem in other states, and he's confident it won't be one here. Others 

have their doubts, but Monday's meeting wasn't about debate. It was about answers as 

Texas prepares to enter a new reality. "I think the police and law enforcement are pretty 

smart about it. They're not my concern. My concerns are the individuals who think that 

they don't like the law and want to take actions to make things difficult for people who 

are obeying it. And have the right to exercise their rights."   Many questions centered 

around the rights of businesses to turn people away if they're openly carrying a handgun.  

The deal is, businesses can post proper signage, but even if they don't they still have the 

right to tell someone carrying to leave. "It's something new. I think we're gonna have 

some growing pains come 1 January but honestly I think by March it's really gonna just 

kind of be another day in Texas."  
 
 

 


