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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story

FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 



PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR APRIL 2017

1. The Kansas Legislature adjourned for a break after reaching a deal to balance the 
current year’s state budget. A plan for school funding has still not been approved. There 
are also still spending cut and revenue increase measures for the fiscal year 2018 budget 
pending. Kansas News Service editors Amy Jeffries and Jim McLean spoke with reporter 
Sam Zeff about what to expect after the legislators return. 
(SZ-BUDGETX.wav) – aired 04-10-17 – ME/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO 

2. Bryan Thompson reported for Harvest Public Media on the aftermath of devastating 
wildfires that destroyed crops, fences, homes and livestock herds. More than a million 
acres of grassland in four states were affected, and ranchers are now trying to get back on 
their feet. 
(BT-WILDFIRE.wav) – aired 04-12-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:17 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
__________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV

3. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre talked with Eric McHenry, the Kansas State Poet Laureate, 
about a new poetry contest. The contest is unusual in that participants don’t actually have 
to compose a poem to enter:  the idea is for people to submit poems that have had an 
influence on their lives, or poems that appeal in some way to the applicant. 
(KMD-POET.wav) – aired 04-14-17 – ME/R – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 7:45am
_________________________________________________________________ED/AR 

4. Bryan Thompson reported on the impact of cuts to government arts and humanities 
funding in central and western Kansas. President Donald Trump said he hopes to 
eliminate the National Endowment for the Arts…that would deal another severe blow to 
the state’s arts community, after the elimination of state funding several years ago. 
(BT-ARTS.wav) – aired 04-16-17 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________AR/POL/ED

5. Alex Smith reported from Pretty Prairie, Kansas, on the EPA regulations there that 
made national news during confirmation hearings for the new head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Kansas Senator Jerry Moran mentioned the regulations during one 
question-and-answer period. Residents of Pretty Prairie, though, are concerned that 
federal budget cuts might affect the town’s ability to pay for a new water treatment 
system.   
(PP-WATER.wav) – aired 04-20-17 – ME/R – length: 3:46 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE/AG

6. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with author David W. Carter about Carter’s latest book, 
“Unholy Rebellion.” It centers on the Civil War diary of Charles Weatherbee, a Union 
soldier.  The diary was discovered in a house on Louisiana Street in Lawrence. 
(CIVIL-WAR3.wav) – aired 04-21-17 – ME/R – length 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________________AR/HI



7. Grant Gerlock reported for Harvest Public Media on the continuing dispute between 
farmers and high-tech agricultural machinery manufacturers over the right to repair 
equipment.  Access to the software needed to run these high-tech machines is tightly 
controlled.  Farmers, though, want to be able to repair their machines themselves, if 
necessary. 
(HPM-REPAIR.wav) – aired 04-24-17 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
4:44pm
______________________________________________________________AG/ECO

8. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on Kansas Governor Sam Brownback and his 
willingness to veto legislation. At the beginning of the 2017 legislative session, he staked 
out positions on taxation, spending and Medicaid expansion. He ended up having to 
defend those positions with his gubernatorial veto, after his agenda ran into trouble in the 
Kansas House and Senate. The question now is whether the Legislature can muster the 
votes to override his vetoes. 
(SK-VETO.wav) – aired 04-27-17 – ME/R – length: 4:11 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________________POL

9. Sam Zeff reported for the Kansas News Service on the rise of grassroots organizations 
in Johnson County that are working to elect moderate Republicans and Democrats to the 
Kansas Legislature. 
(SZ-STNDUP.wav) – aired 04-28-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:39 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________________POL

10. John Richard Schrock provided a commentary concerning the increased pressure at 
state universities and community colleges to graduate more students. Schrock says while 
that’s a noble goal, mandating an increase in the number of college graduates results in 
the emergence of an entirely different…yet still serious…set of problems. 
(JRS-REGENTS2.wav) – aired 04-14-17 – ATC/C – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________ED/ECO 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MAY 2017

1. A spring blizzard hit western Kansas and shut down roads, knocked out power and 
buried livestock in drifts of snow. KPR’s J. Schafer talked with a farmer and rancher who 
lives near Lakin, Kansas, about what happened and how the region is recovering. 
(JS-BLIZZRD.wav) – aired 05-01-17 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO_

2. Peggy Lowe of Harvest Public Media talked to Sonny Perdue, the new U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture, about what he hopes to accomplish while in that post. Perdue has said that 
his most important issues are climate change and immigration reform. 
(HPM-2WAYUSDA.wav) – aired 05-04-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:51 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
__________________________________________________________AG/POL/ECO

3. Harvest Public Media’s Luke Runyon reported on how scientists are working on 
climate change issues under the Trump Administration. Farmers and ranchers are likely 
to be facing extreme swings in temperature and more unpredictable amounts of 
precipitation as the Earth’s climate changes. 
(HPM-CLIMAT4.wav) – aired 05-09-17 – ME/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________AG/POL/ECO   

4. The state of Kansas has been siphoning money from its highway fund to cover 
shortfalls in other areas of the state budget.  Communities all across Kansas are anxious 
for delayed projects to get going again…but it’s not likely that all of the re-allocated 
money will ever be returned to highway projects and maintenance. 
(JM-ROADS.wav) – aired 05-10-17 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________POL/ECO_

5. KCUR’s Sam Zeff reported that Kansas lawmakers are working on a bill that would 
create a new school funding formula. However, legislators aren’t especially close to 
reaching any agreements…and the current plan under discussion looks a lot like the one 
that was scrapped in favor of block grants two years ago. 
(SZ-FUTURE.wav) – aired 05-11-17 – ME/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

6. Jim McLean reported that Democrats in the Kansas Legislature worked with 
conservative Republicans to vote down legislation that would have created a tax bill to 
fund public schools and eliminate a huge gap in the state budget. The Democrats said it 
wouldn’t generate enough revenue to accomplish both goals, while Republicans weren’t 
happy with the idea of a tax increase in the first place. 
(JM-TAXVOTE.wav) – aired 05-12-17 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL



7. KPR’s J. Schafer talked to Frank and Jayni Carey, the co-authors of a new cookbook 
that is centered on the preparation of fresh, local ingredients. IT’s called “The New 
Kansas Cookbook: Rural Roots, Modern Table,” and includes stories of people and 
places that make the food possible. 
(JS-COOKBK.wav) – aired 05-18-17 – ME/R – length: 4:17 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________________AG/AR

8. Meg Wingerter of the Kansas News Service reported on efforts to create a task force to 
address deficiencies in the Kansas foster care system. Lawmakers are now sending a 
message that they want to see action, rather than just studies, following a series of high-
profile foster care failures in the region. 
(FOSTER-CARE.wav) – aired 05-19-17 – ME/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________POL/ED/CR 

9. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the large number of possible 
candidates who are considering a run for governor in 2018. Democrats and Republicans 
alike are lining up to throw their collective hats into the ring, hoping to capture voters’ 
imagination in the wake of Governor Sam Brownback’s deep unpopularity. 
(JM-GOVRACE.wav) – aired 05-23-17 – ME/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________POL/HI

10. KPR’s Tom Parkinson talked with Richard Renner, the organizer of the annual 
Lawrence Busker Festival. The festival is now in its tenth year, and brings dozens of 
buskers to the city along with their unusual performances. 
(BUSKER-2017.wav) – aired 05-25-17 – ME/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 7:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________AR/ECO



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JUNE 2017

1. Bryan Thompson reported on the emergence of agriculture and agribusiness as a target 
for corporate espionage. Stealing trade secrets has the potential for gain…or loss…of 
millions of dollars. A recent case involving a Chinese national and research at Kansas 
State University has led to a surge in agribusiness interest in online and lab security. 
(BT-AGSECRETS.wav) – aired 06-02-17 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
____________________________________________________________AG/ECO/CR

2. KPR Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda provided the details on the Kansas 
Legislature’s override of a Governor Sam Brownback veto. Brownback vetoed a bill 
designed to eliminate many of the tax cuts he championed in 2012, but the Kansas House 
and Senate voted to override that veto. This marks a stunning shift in legislative priorities 
and alliances. 
(SK-OVERRIDE.wav) – aired 06-07-17 – ME/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________POL/ECO

3. J. Schafer talked with Dr. Robert Smith, curator of the Fort Riley museum complex, 
about the 100th anniversary of the Army’s First Infantry Division. It’s the oldest 
continuously-serving division in the U.S. Army, and celebrated its centenary on June 8, 
2017. 
(JBRO-100.wav) – aired 06-08-17 – ME/R – length: 4:29  -- airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________MI/HI 

4. Laura Lorson talked with journalist and filmmaker Elizabeth Farnsworth about her 
new book, “A Train Through Time.” Farnsworth spent her childhood years in Topeka 
and went on to become a foreign correspondent and television anchor for the PBS 
NewsHour. 
(EFARN.wav) – aired 06-09-17 – ME/R – length: 4:23 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________AR/HI

5. Stephen Koranda and Celia Llopis-Jepsen discussed the 2017 Kansas Legislative 
session, with adjourned on June 12th, following 114 days of work. That ties the record for 
the state’s longest session. Aside from that record, this session will be remembered as the 
one in which lawmakers repealed Governor Sam Brownback’s signature tax cuts by 
overriding his veto. 
(KNS-ADJOURN.wav) – aired 06-12-17  -- ME/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED 



6. Harvest Public Media’s Luke Runyon reported on the impact of the technology 
revolution on farms and farming. Fewer farmers are needed to work in agriculture as 
farms have become increasingly high-tech, and that’s forcing changes in many rural 
towns. 
(HPM-FARMTOWN.wav) – aired 06-13-17 – ME/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________AG/ECO

7. Bryan Thompson reported on efforts to convince insurance companies to pay for health 
care that’s administered through telehealth services. Advocates of telehealthcare say it’s a 
chance to improve efficiency and expand access to care for people living in rural or 
remote areas.  
(BT-TELEPAR.wav) – aired 06-20-17 – ME/R – length: 4:24 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

8. Harvest Public Media’s Grant Gerlock reported on an increased interest in wildfire 
research and mitigation policies. Wildfires are on the uptick throughout the Plains states, 
due to a variety of factors including drought. Researchers are working with fire managers 
to use their most recent observations as a starting point for adapting current wildfire 
management practices to better-serve landowners and ranchers.
(HPM-WILDFIRE.wav) – aired 06-26-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:23 – airtimes: 4:44 pm 
____________________________________________________________AG/ECO__

9.Laura Lorson talked with activist and comedian Barry Crimmins about his one-man 
show at the Lawrence Arts Center. Crimmins has been a vocal activist for liberal policies 
and has become a kind of de-facto spokesman for victims of childhood sexual abuse. His 
comedy attempts to provoke the audience into thinking about unpleasant subjects while 
making people laugh. 
(BC2017-B.wav) – aired 06-28-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes:  4:44pm, 5:44pm
____________________________________________________________AR/CR/POL    

10. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on concerns among advocates for 
the disabled as the Senate attempts to craft a bill to rescind the Affordable Care Act. The 
latest bills all feature draconian cuts to Medicaid funding, which could have severe 
consequences for many of the people who rely on Medicaid services to live an 
independent life. 
(JM-DISABLE.wav) – aired 06-29-17 – ME/R – length: 3:55 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO


