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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 



PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JULY 2017

1.  Kansas Senator Jerry Moran drew national attention when he announced his refusal to 
back a U.S. Senate bill that would have replaced the Affordable Care Act. The 
replacement made little provision for rural hospitals and health care providers, and Moran 
said he could not support such a plan. That position put him at odds with GOP leaders 
who had made the passage of the bill a priority.  Jim McLean reported on Moran’s 
uncharacteristic turn in the national spotlight. 
(JM-MORANFT.wav) – aired 07-06-17 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/POL

2. Kristofor Husted of Harvest Public Media reported on rural school districts that are 
trying to offer their students more courses in more disciplines, despite lacking the budget 
or faculty to do so. Distance learning initiatives and virtual education are helping fill the 
need. 
(HPM-RURSCH.wav) – aired 07-10-17 – ME/R – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_________________________________________________________ED/AG/ECO___

3. Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service provided a preview of arguments at 
the Kansas Supreme Court over school funding. A number of school districts are suing 
the state, claiming that they’re not receiving enough funding to provide an adequate 
education for their students…and further, that the distribution of this inadequate funding 
is not equitable. 
(KNS-GAN2WAY.wav) – aired 07-11-17 – ME/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 6:45am. 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

4. Bryan Thompson of the Kansas News Service reports that many Kansas farmers who 
had been the beneficiaries of a controversial income tax exemption are not particularly 
upset about the revocation of that benefit. Governor Sam Brownback had staked a great 
deal of political capital on getting the income tax exemption for businesses passed.  It 
turned out that many of the businesses taking advantage of the policy were farmers and 
others who reclassified their businesses in order to qualify for the exemption. 
(BT-FARMTAX.wav) – aired 07-18-17 – ME/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________ECO/AG/POL

5. Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda talked with Amy Jeffries of the Kansas News 
Service about the Presidential Commission on Election Integrity. Kansas Secretary of 
State Kris Kobach is the vice-chair of the commission. His pursuit of voter fraud in 
Kansas has become the subject of much public scrutiny since his appointment to the 
commission.  
(SK2WAY.wav) – aired 07-19-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:50pm
___________________________________________________________CR/RR/POL_



6. Harvest Public Media’s Amy Mayer reports on new methods being used by Midwest 
farmers and ranchers to meet the demand for beef, pork and chicken raised on smaller, 
more local farms. While demand for these products is high, economies of scale make it 
difficult for producers to turn satisfactory profits. 
(HPM-GRAZING.wav) – aired 07-19-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
________________________________________________________________AG/ECO

7. KCUR’s Laura Ziegler reported on the efforts the Kansas City Royals and Kauffman 
Stadium have been making to create a more user-friendly experience for fans with autism 
or on the autistic disorder spectrum. The accommodations necessary for these fans 
involve reducing possible sensory overload. Fans of all kinds have been receptive of the 
changes and enthusiastic about the effort. 
(LZ-ROYAUT.wav) – aired 07-20-17 – ME/R – length: 3:36 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________SP/HE/ED

8. Grant Gerlock reported on efforts by the Environmental Protection Agency to reduce 
the amount of plant-sourced fuel in the nation’s gasoline supply. The initiative has raised 
worries in the Corn Belt that the Trump Administration could be planning to pull back 
significantly from supporting innovation in the field of renewable fuels. 
(HPM-CELLU.wav) – aired 07-27-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV

9. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reports that Kansas Governor Sam Brownback has accepted a 
nomination from President Donald Trump to serve as the international ambassador for 
religious freedom. The office Brownback would hold, if he’s confirmed for the position, 
monitors and works to fight religious persecution worldwide. 
(SK-SBNOMINA.wav) – aired 07-28-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
________________________________________________________________POL/RE

10. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed a new book on Kansas tourism. The Kansas 
Guidebook 2, written by two women who have visited every community in the state, 
highlights some of the lesser-known spots in Kansas. The women found treasures 
sprinkled all around the Sunflower State. 
(RB-KSGUIDE2.wav) – aired 07-24-17 – ME/C – length: 2:48 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am 
______________________________________________________________AR/AG/HI



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 2017

1.  JBS, the largest meat company in the world, has been rocked by several corporate 
scandals. Harvest Public Media’s Luke Runyon reports on the repercussions of these 
scandals for farmers, ranchers and consumers. 
(HPM-MEATSCAN.wav) – aired 08-04-17 – ME/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________ECO/AG/CR

2. Commentator Ron Wilson discussed how some small Kansas towns planned to 
capitalize on the hype surrounding August’s total solar eclipse. The so-called “path of 
totality” cut through a portion of Kansas, drawing eclipse-chasers and others interested in 
witnessing the first total eclipse of the sun visible from the state in 99 years.   
(RW-ECLIPSE2.wav) – aired 08-07-17 – ATC/C – length: 3:32 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_______________________________________________________ENV/ECO/HI/WX

3. Democrats are hoping to pick up a seat in Kansas’s 3rd Congressional District, which 
has been represented for the last six years by Republican Kevin Yoder. With Donald 
Trump and other Republicans facing terrible ratings in opinion polls, there’s hope among 
Kansas Democrats that the congressional seat could be claimed by a Democrat. Jim 
McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the suddenly-competitive race.
(JM-3RDDIST.wav) – aired 08-08-17 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________________POL

4. KCUR’s C.J. Janovy reported on efforts being made by the town of Smith Center to 
preserve and restore the original cabin referenced in the Kansas state song, “Home on the 
Range.” 
(KNS-HOMERANG.wav) – aired 08-09-17 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_________________________________________________________________AR/HI_

5. Nick Carswell reported on the development of a computerized musical instrument that 
transforms movement into sound. The invention could have major implications for people 
with certain disabilities who might otherwise not be able to perform music. 
(NC-MUSICALITY.wav) – aired 08-09-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:15 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_________________________________________________________________AR/HE

6.  KPR’s J. Schafer reported on more events scheduled in Kansas to take advantage of 
the state’s position during the total solar eclipse on August 21. He spoke with Adrienne 
Korson, the economic development director for Doniphan County, Kansas.
(JS-SOLAR1.wav) – aired 08-14-17 – ME/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________________ECO/WX  



7. Harvest Public Media’s Kristofor Husted reported on a growing trend at grocery stores: 
inclusion of dine-in restaurants. The stores are taking advantage of having food 
preparation facilities on-site, and are working toward becoming more of a destination for 
all kinds of food needs, from grocery shopping to eating complete meals and snacking.
(HPM-GROCREST.wav) – aired 08-15-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm 
___________________________________________________________________ECO

8. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service spoke with former Health and Human 
Services Secretary (and former Kansas governor) Kathleen Sebelius. They discussed how 
President Donald Trump and Republican congressional leaders have been working to 
engineer the failure of the Affordable Care Act, which was passed under President 
Barack Obama. 
(JM-SEBELIUS.wav) – aired 08-17-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/HE/ECO 

9. KPR News Intern Courtney Bierman reported on plans at the Lawrence Humane 
Society to update and improve its facilities. The group has been raising money for the 
construction of a new shelter that would feature more space and would include a 
veterinary facility.
(CB-HUMANE1.wav) – aired 08-18-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:16 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
________________________________________________________________ECO/HE

10. Jim McLean visited Independence, Kansas, to report on its new medical facility. In 
2015, the town’s hospital closed. To fill the void, area resident worked with a 
neighboring town to construct a new kind of medical services facility. It’s hoped that this 
kind of partnership could serve as a model for other rural communities struggling to keep 
health care services locally available. 
(INDY-HEALTH.wav) – aired 08-23-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO/ED



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2017

1. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the results of the Kansas Legislature’s effort to put 
more money into public schools. A seven-year-long lawsuit forced the state to add nearly 
$200 million to the Kansas education budget. Much of that amount is likely to be applied 
to pay increases for Kansas teachers. 
(CLJ-TCHRPAY.wav)  -- aired 09-06-17 -- ATC/R – length: 3:55 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________ED/ECO/POL

2. Kansas City officials selected a Maryland-based construction and architectural firm to 
design, build and finance a new single-terminal Kansas City airport. Maria Carter and 
Lisa Rodriguez discussed the decision. 
(KNS-KCI-2W.wav) – aired 09-07-17 – ME/R – length: 3:29 – airtimes: 7:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO 

3. Sports reporter Greg Echlin provided an overview of University of Kansas men 
basketball coach Bill Self’s career. Self was inducted into the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 
(GE-SELFHOF.wav) – aired 09-08-17 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am)
_________________________________________________________________SP/KU

4. Statehouse reporter Stephen Koranda and Kansas News Service editor Amy Jeffries 
discussed a meeting of Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach’s election commission 
panel. The group is taking select testimony as it examines reports of voter fraud. 
(SK-2W-KOBCOM.wav) – aired 09-12-17 – ME/R – length: 4:11 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am 
________________________________________________________________POL/CR

5. Luke Runyon of Harvest Public Media reported on a cooperative water conservation 
experiment undertaken by farmers in southern Colorado.  It turns out that the minimal 
measures taken by each individual farmer in the region collectively yielded a huge 
savings in water usage. 
(HPM-COWATER.wav) – aired 09-20-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:49 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44 pm
___________________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO

6. Jim McLean reported on a health clinic in Allen County, Kansas, that won a 
prestigious national prize. The clinic and its employees managed to have a net positive 
effect on health outcomes in Allen County, which had long been ranked near the bottom 
of all the state’s counties in terms of overall health and wellbeing of its residents. 
(JM-HLTHPRZ.wav) – aired 09-21-17 – ME/R – length 4:12 – airtimes: 7:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________ECO/HE/ED_



7. Bryan Thompson reported on dismay in Rush County, Kansas, over a hog farm’s plans 
to expand its capacity to more than 20,000 pigs. Residents are not happy about the 
expansion and the associated odors and traffic associated with such a large operation. But 
the state of Kansas has enacted laws giving farmers wide latitude in making decisions 
about how to run their operations, so the farm’s neighbors have little recourse. 
(BT-HOGS.wav) – aired 09-26-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:26 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/POL 

8. Bram Sable-Smith of Harvest Public Media reported on the difficulty rural hospitals 
are having in staying afloat financially, and the problems their cost-cutting measures has 
on their patients. More than half the nation’s rural counties no longer have a place for 
women to give birth, since obstetric and gynecological services are among the most 
expensive found in hospitals, and are therefore likely to be the first to be cut in order for a 
facility to save money. 
(HPM-RUROBGY.wav) – aired 09-29-17 – ME/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

9. Guest commentator David Teska offered up thoughts on his memories of the Vietnam 
War. Teska’s father served in the military and saw action in Vietnam. Teska’s comments 
were offered up as a counterpoint and complement to a new 18-hour Ken Burns-produced 
documentary on the war. 
(DT-VIETNAM2.wav) – aired 09-01-17 – ME/C – length: 3:36 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________HI/POL

10. Ron Wilson of the Huck Boyd National Institute for Rural Development at Kansas 
State University tells the story of ICEE, a frozen drink now sold all over the world. It was 
invented by a rural Kansas man named Omar Knedlik. 
(RW-ICEE2.wav) – aired 09-25-17 – ATC/C – length: 3:39 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________________HI__


