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WRAU 88.3 American University Radio
Quarterly Issues/Programs List

January 1, 2019 through March 31, 2019

Section One – Issues of Importance

WRAU 88.3 American University Radio is one of the largest and most 
listened to public radio stations in the United States. We are located in 
Washington, D.C. Our listening area includes the District of Columbia, 
Northern Virginia, and Suburban Maryland which comprises a population 
of six million people.

Issues of importance are addressed by two locally produced programs:

The 1A Program is about a changing America. Host Joshua Johnson 
convenes a daily conversation about important issues of our time. While 
the program brings insight to issues unfolding across the country and the 
world, issues of local importance are inherent in the discussions because 
the nation’s capital is the heart of our listening area. 

The Kojo Nnamdi Show airs weekdays at noon. It is a locally focused, 
live call-in program that features news, political issues, and social trends 
of the day. Guests on the program include leaders and opinion makers 
from throughout the listening area.

WRAU considers the following issues of local importance in our listening 
area for the current reporting period. 

Education: Issues relating to public, private, and charter school 
operations and educational policy in the metropolitan area. This includes 
discussions of national educational issues as they may have local impacts

Local Economy and Community Development: Local planning and 
zoning issues; the pressure of development on infrastructure needs; 
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traffic congestion; the role of public transportation; the rise of services 
such as Uber and Lyft; economic development efforts and their effect on 
the local economy; taxes necessary to support service levels; local 
employment information. This area includes the myriad issues
relating to Amazon’s decision to locate their second headquarters in 
Northern Virginia where a significant portion of our listeners reside

Arts and Culture: The local arts scene including museums, cultural 
awareness programs, the performing arts, literary offerings, 
entertainment venues, and the effect of neighborhood gentrification on 
the arts in the region.

Environment: Covering widespread sensitivity to environmental issues 
including energy conservation; pollution sources and solutions; air and 
water quality issues; alternative sources of energy; the Chesapeake Bay, 
and global warming concerns that affect the quality of life in our listening 
area

Health: Examining health, wellness, and fitness issues that impact our 
residents; includes federal and state polices with respect to the 
Affordable Care Act, Medicare, Medicaid, and private insurers; hospital 
and medical care service levels in our region; drug and substance abuse 
issues; nutrition; and the value of exercise

Relationships: Examining the issues of race and culture that both divide 
and unite our community; considering the influence of national trends 
that have local impact; religious attitudes and conflicts that manifest 
themselves locally. Relationships of a personal and familial level are also 
explored

Note: Two of our locally produced programs, the 1A Program with Joshua 
Johnson and The Kojo Nnamdi Show have regular weekly programming 
on Fridays that touch on all of these issues; many times, multiple issues 
in the same weekly edition. The 1A Program features “Friday News 
Roundup – Domestic and International” spanning two hours. The Kojo 
Nnamdi Show produces “The Politics Hour” which focuses exclusively on 
issues of local importance in our listening area.
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Section Two – Our response to Issues of Importance

WRAU 88.3 American University Radio has addressed these identified 
community issues by providing the following programming in the 
reporting period just ended.

Arts and Culture:

March 18; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “What 
Happened to D.C.’s Jazz Venues?” A discussion with Davey Yarborough of 
the Duke Ellington School of the Arts about D.C.’s long and storied history 
with Jazz.

March 21; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 11:40am; 17 minutes; 
“The Disney-Fox Merger: It’s A Stream World After All”. Insight from 
Lucas Shaw of Bloomberg Business on how this mega merger reshapes 
the media landscape and makes Disney an even greater entertainment 
behemoth.

March 21; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; Kojo Road 
Show: “How Gentrification Affects the Arts in D.C”. This program 
originated at Washington’s Arena Stage and drew an audience of over 
800 interested residents. Twelve individuals, representing the D.C. arts 
industry provided a panel discussion with audience interaction. The live 
event was condensed to a one-hour program which aired this date.

January 17; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 11:40am; 17 minutes; 
“America’s First Conspiracy: The plot To Kill George Washington”. This 
program, featuring Brad Meltzer author of the book which highlights the 
area’s first conspiracy.

Environment:

January 2: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:27pm; 31 minutes; “River of 
Redemption: Connecting the Anacostia With Words, Photos and Songs”. A 
review of the progress being made on the restoration of Washington’s 
Anacostia River by inspiring others to reclaim the flora, fauna and people 
who live in the river’s watershed.
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February 25; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 12 minutes; 
“Are Climate Change Claims Real?” We hear from John Conger, Director 
of The Center for Climate and Security who believes they are. This 
discussion has relevance as it relates to water levels in the Chesapeake 
Bay and tidal Potomac River.

January 22; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “For the First 
Time in a Decade, The Chesapeake Bay’s Health Grade Has Declined”. 
The Bay’s health grade fell from a C minus to a D plus. The Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation’s lead scientist discusses the importance of maintaining 
environmental protections which are being threatened by new federal 
government policies. 

March 21; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 52 minutes; 
“1A Across America: The Fight Over Oil and Gas”. This multi-faceted 
program included on site interviews from Colorado, the epicenter of the 
oil and gas industry, which provided context for the “fracking” 
controversies which are on-going in our region.

Local Economy and Community Development

March 12; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “NIMBY Versus 
YIMBY: How Views on Neighborhood Change Flattened to 5 Letters”. This 
discussion, featuring one of the region’s highly regarded urban planners 
and architect, Roger Lewis highlighted the long standing “Not in My 
Backyard” attitudes of some neighborhoods and the trends among some 
areas to embrace new development with “Yes, In My Backyard”.

January 22; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 52 minutes; 
“The Government Is Still Shutdown”. A panel discussion which included 
U.S. Congresswoman Jennifer Wexton catalogued the effects of what was 
to become the longest United States government shutdown in history 
with particular reference to the hundreds of thousands of government 
workers in the Washington D.C. region.

February 4; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 12 minutes; 
“Will Virginia Governor Ralph Northam Resign?” WAMU Reporter Sasha-
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Ann Simons and Jeff Shapiro review the local fallout from racist 
allegations for 1A’s national audience.

January 22; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “How Local 
Restaurants and Bars Make Ends Meet During the Shutdown” Local small 
business owners explain the pressures they face when the federal 
government is in shutdown mode

March 14; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:22pm; 26 minutes; “Today To 
2035; How Will Amazon Shape the DMV Region?” A discussion with local 
neighborhood leaders and callers about the effects of Amazon’s decision 
to locate its east coast headquarters in northern Virginia.

Education

January 8; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 14 minutes; “In Virginia, A 
Proposed Law Would Allow Teachers To “Speak Up” and Strike”. WAMU 
Education Reporter Jenny Abamu and Lee Carter discuss how this 
legislation could alter relationships among school administrators, 
teachers, and students.

January 15; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 11:06am; 52 minutes; 
What the LA Teacher Strike Means for The Nation” examines the fallout 
from Los Angeles and possible effects on our local school districts.

February 28; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “Kojo 
Roadshow: A Town Hall on School Diversity in Montgomery County”. 
Recording of a town hall meeting in Silver Spring, Maryland with an “open 
mic” format encouraging a broad range of comments from residents

March 5; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 11:06am; 52 minutes; “A 
Crash Course on DeVos’ Department of Education”. U.S. Congressman 
Robert Scott and education experts describe the current activities of the 
Department which employs thousands of residents in the listening area.

March 19; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:22pm; 36 minutes; “What’s Next 
for Education in Maryland? An Update on the Kirwin Commission” 
Featured Alan Thornton who crafted the state’s current formula for state 
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aid to local school districts as a result of the Kirwin Commission’s 
recommendations. 

Health

January 7: The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:20am; 38 minutes; 
“Planting a Seed: The Vegan Diet in 2019” Walter Willett, Afya Ibomu, 
and Stephanie Tarnowsky review the prevalence of Vegan dieters locally 
and nationally and explain how vegan diets work in practical terms.

January 10; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “The 
Neglected Opioid Crisis in Washington” Drug treatment and enforcement 
officials discuss the growing number of deaths from opioid use in the 
listening area and what treatments and policies are mostly likely to stem 
the tide.

January 31; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:22pm; 36 minutes; “The Mental 
Health Effects of the Federal Shutdown” Hundreds of thousands of DC 
area residents are without paychecks during the longest federal 
government closure in history. David Ballard and Meredith McKeen go 
beyond the financial impacts and examine the mental stress that occurs 
during times such as this.

February 18; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 12 minutes; 
“Amazon Changed How We Shop. Will it Change How We Eat?” Business 
and nutritional experts discuss the impacts of Amazon’s acquisition of 
Whole Foods and the company’s recent announcement that it will open 
its own chain of grocery stores.

March 6; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 12 minutes; “Is 
a Cure for HIV/AIDS on the Horizon?” Maggie Fox reviews the latest 
developments in the fight against this menace to segments of the 
population in our listening area.

Relationships

January 23; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 52 minutes; 
“Believing What We See: The Covington Catholic Video and Competing 
Narratives” This video which went viral nationally had its roots in our 
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listening area. Celeste Headlee, joins Charlie Warzel and Mark Neal to 
examine how images of a white student from Kentucky looking at a 
Native American in front of the Lincoln Memorial has generated multiple 
interpretations of the motivations and prejudices of each.

February 26; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “How Racist 
Property Laws Formed the Neighborhoods We Live in Today”. This 
program traced the history of early local government planning and 
zoning decisions which ultimately formed the character and economy of 
neighborhoods. There is particular relevance in the Washington Area 
given the wide variety of socio-economic indicators throughout the 
region.

January 29; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “No Benefits, 
Lower Pay, Fewer Hours: The Reality of Temp Work” This discussion 
focused on the benefits of temporary employment for some and the 
stifling effect it can have on others.

March 11; The 1A Program with Joshua Johnson; 10:06am; 52 minutes; 
“What Happens When We Talk About Israel” The WRAU listening area 
includes a significant Jewish population. Religious leaders discuss the 
polarization of attitudes with particular reference to current federal 
government policy swings.


