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WRAU 88.3 American University Radio 
Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

July 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019 
 
 

Section One – Issues of Importance 
 
WAMU 88.3 American University Radio is the only public news and information 
service in the nation’s capital and has consistently ranked among the country’s top 
stations in audience share and size. The station supports diverse, award-winning 
programming.  Our listening area includes the District of Columbia, Northern 
Virginia, and Suburban Maryland including Ocean City which comprises a population 
of six million people. 
 
 
Issues of importance are addressed by two locally produced programs: 
 
The 1A Program is about a changing America. Host Joshua Johnson convenes a 
daily conversation about important issues of our time. While the program brings 
insight to issues unfolding across the country and the world, issues of local 
importance are inherent in the discussions because the nation’s capital is the heart of 
our listening area.  
 
The Kojo Nnamdi Show airs weekdays at noon. It is a locally focused, live, call-in 
program that features news, political issues, and social trends of the day. Guests on 
the program include leaders and opinion makers from throughout the listening area. 
 
 
In the third quarter of 2019, there were 194 individual program segments on the 1A 
and Kojo Nnamdi programs combined with 285 guests participating.  
 
WRAU considers the following issues of local importance in our listening area for the 
current reporting period.  
 
 
Arts and Culture: The local arts scene including museums, cultural awareness 
programs, the performing arts, literary offerings, entertainment venues, and the effect 
of neighborhood gentrification on the arts in the region 
 
Environment: Covering widespread sensitivity to environmental issues including 
energy conservation; pollution sources and solutions; air and water quality issues; 
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alternative sources of energy; the Chesapeake Bay, and global warming concerns that 
affect the quality of life in our listening area 
 
Politics: Covering events and people in the nation’s capital inevitably leads to an 
examination of the inherent political dimensions. Programming in this category 
focuses on the people in elective office, those seeking election, and the partisan 
elements in the issues of the day. 
 
Health: Examining health, wellness, and fitness issues that impact our residents; 
includes federal and state polices with respect to the Affordable Care Act, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and private insurers; hospital and medical care service levels in our region; 
drug and substance abuse issues; nutrition; and the value of exercise 
 
Law Enforcement: Covering the actions of federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agencies that affect the safety and well-being of our listeners; immigration issues; and 
police/community relations 
 
 
Note: Two of our locally produced programs, the 1A Program with Joshua Johnson 
and The Kojo Nnamdi Show have regular weekly programming on Fridays that touch 
on many of these issues in the same weekly edition. The 1A Program features “Friday 
News Roundup – Domestic and International” spanning two hours. The Kojo 
Nnamdi Show produces “The Politics Hour” which focuses exclusively on issues of 
local importance in our listening area. 
 
 

Section Two – Our response to Issues of Importance 
 
Following are examples of programming during the reporting period that WRAU 88.3 
has produced to address the identified community issues.  
 
 
Arts and Culture: 
 
July 8: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 32 minutes; “Fly Me to The Moon: Apollo 11 And 
the Unsung Hero Who Made It Happen”. Joshua Johnson interviews Todd Zwillich 
author of “The Man Who Knew the Way to The Moon”. Zwillich chronicles the 
remarkable contribution that John Houbolt, a junior engineer at NASA, made to 
landing men on the moon. Against conventional wisdom, he devised the dual capsule 
concept that proved to be successful. 
 



3 
 

July 1: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “Every Trick in The Book: 
How Local Bookstores Build Community”. Kojo hosts five owners of local 
bookstores to discuss how independent stores survive in the digital age. They stress 
the importance of becoming part of the social fabric of communities and use 
programs and personality to stay relevant. 
 
August 14: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 51 minutes; “The Long Ride to ‘Old Town 
Road’: Black Artists and Their Contributions to Country Music”. Joshua Talks with 
Grammy-award winning instrumentalist Dom Flemons, author Charles Hughes, and 
songwriter Rhiannon Giddens about the contributions of black musicians to country 
music over that last century. 
 
August 28: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “A Sneak Preview of the 
National Book Festival”. The annual National Book Festival sponsored by the Library 
of Congress is featured in this segment. Marie Arana, Director of the Festival explains 
how the event packs 140 authors into 12 hours of programming which draws an 
audience of a quarter million people. 
 
September 5: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:26pm; 32 minutes; “All the REACH Is a 
Stage at the Kennedy Center’s New Expansion” The Kennedy Center’s newest 
addition is open and welcoming artists and visitors. Kojo talks with Deborah Rutter, 
President of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, about the 
significant new spaces that will house classrooms, rehearsal spaces, and art galleries. 
 
Environment: 
 
July 18: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “Is Climate Change Our No. 1 
National Security Threat?” Michael de Yoanna, investigative reporter at KUNC in 
Greeley, Colorado and Amy Harder, climate reporter for Axios hear from retired 
Brigadier General Stephen Cheney how melting sea ice and thawing permafrost 
threaten the foundations of military installations along the Alaskan coast. 
 
July 11: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Trash into Treasure: How 
the D.C. Region Manages Waste”. Even though Maryland counts “waste to energy” 
facilities as a form of clean energy, local environmentalists are calling for the 
shutdown of trash incinerators. Kojo asks Adam Ortiz, Montgomery County’s 
Director of Environmental Protection what the future holds for the County’s 
incinerator. He is joined by Neil Seldman of the Institute for Local Self Reliance and 
Jeremy Brosowsky of Agricity LLC. 
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August 8: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “A World Without Water”. This 
program explores such a scenario that, in some parts of the world, is moving from a 
hypothetical to a reality. Betsy Otto of the Global Water Program, Veena Srinivasan 
from the Ashoka Trust, and Doug Parker from the California Institute for Water 
Resources relate how large metropolitan areas in India are suffering because of water 
scarcity. They advance several steps that cities and towns can take to better use and 
reuse their water. 
 
August 15: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 26 minutes; “Officials Are Warning 
That Blue-Green Algae in Maryland’s Lakes Could Harm people and Kill Pets” In the 
wake of several animals dying within hours of exposure to the algae, Kojo sits down 
with Matt Harper, Principal Natural Resources Specialist at Montgomery County to 
learn where the algae is and how to avoid it. 
 
September 4: The 1A Program; 10:32am; 25 minutes; “Hurricanes and U.S. Territories 
in the Caribbean” The approach of hurricane Dorian sounded alarm bells in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. Joshua discusses the repeated impacts of severe 
weather on the islands with Peter Bailey, film maker and native of St. Thomas.  
 
Law Enforcement 
 
July 1: The 1A Program; 11:32am; 26 minutes; “George Takei on Why America’s Past 
Is Present”. Joshua talks with Star Tek actor George Takai co-author of a new graphic 
novel about his imprisonment in two concentration camps as a child. Titled ‘They 
Called Us Enemy”. Takai shares his perspective on migrant children in U.S. custody 
now. 
 
July 30: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “D.C. Police Chief Peter 
Newsham on Recent Violence”. After a recent uptick in homicides the Metropolitan 
Police Department in responding with a focus on illegal guns. Chief Newsham 
explains what is being done and how the Department responded to the prospect of 
increased immigration activity in the District. 
 
August 5: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 51 minutes; “Another Deadly Week in 
America”. Mass shootings over the weekend in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio left 
29 people dead. Joshua Johnson talks with the mayors of those cities about how they 
are coping with these tragedies.  
 
August 26: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “A Portrait of Pervasive 
Bigotry and Violence: An Update on Hate Crimes in D.C.” A Washington Post 
investigation reveals that the number of violent incidents motivated by hate is at a 
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record high in D.C. Kojo talks with Michael Miller of the Post who headed the 
investigation and Mary McCord a senior litigator at the Institute for Constitutional 
Advocacy and Protection at Georgetown University. 
 
September 3: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Is a Maryland Law 
Banning the Retail Sale of Puppies Unconstitutional?” Local pet store owners are 
suing the State of Maryland over the new law while animal rights advocates argue that 
it will arrest the demand for dogs born in “puppy mills” with inhumane conditions. 
Kojo talks with a puppy store owner and the person who heads up the U.S. Humane 
Society’s ‘Stop Puppy Mills Campaign’. 
 
Politics 
 
July 19: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “The Politics Hour”. 
Maryland House of Delegates member Alonzo Washington joins Kojo to discuss his 
recent removal as chair of the Education Committee which some attribute to his 
failure to support the popular choice for Speaker of the House. Also, D.C.’s delegate 
to the U.S. House of Representatives, Eleanor Holmes Norton. She has spent decades 
fighting for D.C. statehood and discusses what’s next for the initiative. 
 
July 25: The 1A Program: 10:06am; 12 minutes; “Mueller in the Middle: What the 
Special Counsel’s Testimony Revealed”. Josh Gerstein, senior legal affairs contributor 
at Politico asserts that the biggest takeaway from Robert Mueller’s appearance on 
capitol hill is not that the President obstructed justice but rather that Russians are still 
interfering in U.S. elections. 
 
August 5: The Kojo Nnamdi Show: 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Terry McAuliffe’s Call to 
Action” Former Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe joins Kojo to talk about his new 
book which recounts the events of the 2017 Unite the Right rally that ended in the 
tragic deaths of three people. He also talks about the upcoming elections and the state 
of politics in Virginia. 
 
August 12: The 1A Program: 10:05am; 52 minutes: “All Talk, Political Action: How 
Conservative Talk Radio Shaped The GOP” This program examines how the radio 
programs of Glenn Beck, Rush Limbaugh, and Sean Hannity were formative in 
redefining the Republican Party. Kojo talks with Charlie Sykes, author of ‘How the 
Right Lost Its Mind’ and Brian Rosenwald who wrote ‘Talk Radio’s America: How an 
Industry Took Over a Political Party That Took Over the United States’. 
 
September 4: The 1A Program: 10:16am; 14 minutes; “Foresight 2020: Governor 
Steve Bullock” Joshua Johnson is in the midst of interviewing all candidates seeking 
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the Democratic nomination for President of the United States. Today, he talks with 
Steve Bullock, the Governor of Montana about his position on the issues. 
 
Health 
 
July 3: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “Washington Is an Epicenter 
of Lyme Disease. How Locals Are Fighting Back”. Kojo explores what Lyme Disease 
is. How it became prevalent in the region and how to keep yourself safe from the tick 
bites that transmit it. He talks with the “Bug Guy” and Professor of Entomology at 
the University of Maryland, Michael Raupp. Monte Skall, Executive Director of the 
National Capital Lyme Disease Association also joins the conversation.  
 
July 25: The 1A Program; 10:20am; 18 minutes; “76 Billion Pills, 6 Companies and An 
Opioid Trial for the Ages”. Joshua Johnson talks with Washington Post investigative 
reporter Scott Higham about the new Post investigative report that reveals the inner 
workings of the drug industry including which companies distributed billions of pills 
and where. Higham was one of the reporters behind the investigation. 
 
August 18: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 52 minutes; “The CBD Market Is Booming. 
What Do We Know About the Product?” Joshua explores the many ways that people 
are consuming Cannabidiol (CBD) with Jayne O’Donnell, health policy reporter for 
USA Today and representatives from UCLA’s Cannabis Research Initiative and 
Green Roads CBD.  
 
September 4: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Reports of Vaping 
Related Illnesses Heighten Public Health Concerns” Illnesses connected to vaping 
have been reported in 25 states with one case resulting in death. Clifford Mitchell, 
Director of Maryland’s Environmental Health Bureau talks with Kojo about the five 
individuals that have developed severe lung illnesses requiring their hospitalization. 
He discusses what public health officials are doing to combat lung disease in vape 
consumers. 
 


