
1 
 

WRAU 88.3 American University Radio 
Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

April 1, 2019 through June 30, 2019 
 
 

Section One – Issues of Importance 
 
WRAU 88.3 American University Radio is one of the largest and most listened to 
public radio stations in the United States. We are in Washington, D.C. Our listening 
area includes the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia, and Suburban Maryland 
which comprises a population of six million people. 
 
 
Issues of importance are addressed by two locally produced programs: 
 
The 1A Program is about a changing America. Host Joshua Johnson convenes a 
daily conversation about important issues of our time. While the program brings 
insight to issues unfolding across the country and the world, issues of local 
importance are inherent in the discussions because the nation’s capital is the heart of 
our listening area.  
 
The Kojo Nnamdi Show airs weekdays at noon. It is a locally focused, live, call-in 
program that features news, political issues, and social trends of the day. Guests on 
the program include leaders and opinion makers from throughout the listening area. 
 
 
In the second quarter of 2019, there were 255 individual program segments on the 1A 
and Kojo Nnamdi programs which included 537 guests participating.  
 
WRAU considers the following issues of local importance in our listening area for the 
current reporting period.  
 
 
Arts and Culture: The local arts scene including museums, cultural awareness 
programs, the performing arts, literary offerings, entertainment venues, and the effect 
of neighborhood gentrification on the arts in the region 
 
Environment: Covering widespread sensitivity to environmental issues including 
energy conservation; pollution sources and solutions; air and water quality issues; 
alternative sources of energy; the Chesapeake Bay, and global warming concerns that 
affect the quality of life in our listening area 
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Government: The policies and actions of federal, state, and local governments and 
how they affect the residents of our metropolitan area 
 
Health: Examining health, wellness, and fitness issues that impact our residents; 
includes federal and state polices with respect to the Affordable Care Act, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and private insurers; hospital and medical care service levels in our region; 
drug and substance abuse issues; nutrition; and the value of exercise 
 
Relationships: Examining the issues of race and culture that both divide and unite 
our community; considering the influence of national trends that have local impact; 
religious attitudes and conflicts that manifest themselves locally. Relationships of a 
personal and familial level are also explored 
 
 
Note: Two of our locally produced programs, the 1A Program with Joshua Johnson 
and The Kojo Nnamdi Show have regular weekly programming on Fridays that touch 
on many of these issues in the same weekly edition. The 1A Program features “Friday 
News Roundup – Domestic and International” spanning two hours. The Kojo 
Nnamdi Show produces “The Politics Hour” which focuses exclusively on issues of 
local importance in our listening area. 
 
 

Section Two – Our response to Issues of Importance 
 
Following are examples of programming during the reporting period that WAMU 
88.5 has produced to address the identified community issues.  
 
 
Arts and Culture: 
 
April 10: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 52 minutes; “Historian Robert Caro On 
Research, Power and Why He Still Writes Longhand”. Joshua Johnson interviews 
Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer and historian Robert Caro. They discuss Caro’s 
renowned biography “The Power Broker” on the life of Robert Moses. 
 
April 24; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “D.C. Filmfest Brings 
International Cinema to the Region, Local Films to the World”. A discussion about 
the festival’s year-round process of selecting films and the status of filmmaking in the 
region featuring Anthony Gittens, Founder and Director of the D.C. International 
Film Festival. 
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May 2; The 1A Program; 10:30am; 27 minutes; “Decoding Da Vinci”. Walter 
Isaacson, author of “The Da Vinci Code”, reviews the life and times of Leonardo on 
the 500th anniversary of his death. 
 
May 16; The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “Is Washington Funny?”. 
Kojo banters with three area stand-up comics Elahe Izadi, Russ Green, and Sean 
Joyce. They assess the local comedy scene. 
 
May 28; The 1A Program; 11:30am; 28 minutes; CBS’s Scott Pelly on ‘Truth Worth 
Telling’. The venerable newsman and “60 Minutes” correspondent Scott Pelly talks 
about his just published book “Truth Worth Telling” in which he laments the 
proliferation of misinformation in modern day media. 
 
June 6: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 51 minutes; “Adapting ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ 
For the Stage, and for Contemporary Views on Race”. Aaron Sorkin, the playwright 
who brought Harper Lee’s novel to the Broadway stage discusses the challenges he 
faced in making the script relevant to current attitudes on race and transforming a 
novel to a stage play. 
 
June 20: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Engaging Young Refugees 
in Sports and The Arts”. After fleeing their home country, refugees face the 
challenges of making their way in a new school system, a new language, and a 
different culture. This program highlights programs that are filling the resources gap. 
National Geographic’s Photo Camps and the Life and Change Experienced Through 
Sports (L.A.C.E.S.) are featured.  
 
 
Environment: 
 
April 2: The 1A Program; 10:40am; 17 minutes; “Flooding and the Food Chain”. 
Widespread flooding in the Midwest has caused massive infrastructure damage 
causing local officials and farmers to wonder about the practice of farming so close to 
bodies of water. Reporter Amy Mayer of Iowa Public Radio provides a first hand 
account. 
 
April 22: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 14 minutes; “What Local Species Are 
Threatened by Climate Change”. On this Earth Day, Kojo hosts Macy Placide from 
the Earth Day Network and Jeanne Braha of the Rock Creek Conservancy. They 
discuss which plants and animals in the Washington region are most threatened by 
climate change. 
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May 7: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 51 minutes; “Unnatural Order: The Human Threat 
to Life on Earth”. Joshua Johnson talks about a new United Nations report that finds 
one million species of plants and animals worldwide are facing extinction due to 
human behavior. Guests Susan Casey-Lefkowitz of the Natural Resources Defense 
Council and Thomas Lovejoy, senior fellow at the United Nations Foundation, 
discuss how we can mitigate our impact on the environment. 
 
June 24: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Buzzing Off: Bees Are 
Dying Off at Record Rates and That’s Bad News”. The latest annual survey 
conducted by the University of Maryland reveals a 38% loss of U.S. bee colonies last 
winter. What is threatening the bees and what it means for local beekeepers is 
addressed by guests from the University of Maryland and the D.C. Beekeepers 
Alliance. 
 
June 27: The 1A Program; 11:20am; 38 minutes; “Supernavigators: Extraordinary 
Animals Find Their Way Home”. Author David Barrie says the innate navigation 
skills that animals have are crucial to their survival. And, he points out that humans 
lack similar skills. The discussion focuses on his research some of which generated 
criticism as some of his subjects had to be sacrificed. 
 
 
Government 
 
April 2: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Breaking Down Metro’s 
2020 Budget: Extended Lines, Subsidized Rideshares” General Manager, Paul 
Wiedefeld is interviewed on how Metro’s 500,000 daily riders will be affected by the 
new spending plan and the imminent closure of 6 rail stations for months to make 
major repairs 
 
April 22: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 51 minutes; “The Mueller Report: Your 
Thoughts, Unredacted”. In this rare live call in program, Joshua Johnson solicits 
reactions to the long-awaited Mueller Report from listeners, Susan Glasser of CNN, 
and James Antle from, American Conservative Magazine 
 
May 14: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “On the Front Lines of 
Gentrification in D.C.” An in depth look at how local government actions are 
accelerating the gentrification of the Shaw and Howard University neighborhoods 
with WAMU Race and Identity Reporter, Sasha-Ann Simons and Kymone Freeman, 
co-founder of We Act Radio and contributor to “Anacostia Unmapped” 
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May 16: The 1A Program; 11:05am; 25 minutes; “A Conversation with Senator Bernie 
Sanders”. Joshua Johnson delivers a one-on-one interview with the presidential 
candidate who is doing well in early polling 
 
June 11: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “Former Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter On ‘The Five-Sided Box”. Carter discusses his recent book “Inside the Five 
Sided Box: Lessons from a Lifetime of Leadership in the Pentagon”. He reveals that 
he had policy disagreements with several of the Presidents he served under; but none 
so serious as with the current Commander in Chief which prompted him to resign. 
 
June 12: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Virginia Votes: The 
Commonwealth’s Primary Results”. On the day after primary election day in Virginia, 
Kojo and political science professor Rachel Bitecofer analyze the results of the first 
election after blackface scandals and allegations of sexual assault shook up the state’s 
politics earlier this year. 
 
 
Health 
 
April 4: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “What Lawmakers (And Us) Get 
Wrong About “Late Term” Abortions”. A discussion about what these procedures are 
actually like and how the political rhetoric around them is changing access for people 
who need them. Participants include Sarah Horvath an obstetrician, gynecologist, and 
abortion provider and a teacher in the Boston area who experienced a later abortion.  
 
April 9: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “It’s Not Just You…D.C.’s 
Spring Allergies Are the Worst”. Dr. Dean Metcalf, National Institutes of Health and 
Susan Kosisky, U.S. Army Allergen Extract Lab explain what happens in our bodies 
during allergy season and comment on how weather and climate change may be 
affecting our reactions. 
 
May 9: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 20 minutes; “Inside D.C.’s Plan to Curb 
Opioid Overdoses”. Three D.C. hospitals now have programs providing medicated 
addiction treatment to overdose victims. Edwin Chapman, Medical Director, explains 
how the program works and how it fits into the District’s plan to address opioid 
addiction at large. 
 
May 29: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “Can States Make Drug Companies 
Pay for the Opioid Crisis”. Attorneys General from Maryland, Brian Frosh, and Iowa, 
Tom Miller, report on the several lawsuits that have been filed nationwide to hold 
drug companies financially liable for the effects of the opioids they produce. 
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June 18: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “How Does Routine 
Exposure to Gun Violence Affect Kids?”. In some neighborhoods in our region, 
young people face the threat of gun violence daily. Megan McCormick, a child clinical 
psychologist, discusses the physical and psychological effects. Kojo speaks with a 
student, Jenaia Magruder, and an educator, Raymond Weeden, about what helps kids 
heal.  
 
June 19: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 51 minutes; Desperate Measures: The 
Skyrocketing Price of Insulin in America”. Diabetic Americans are traveling to Canada 
to get cheaper insulin. Joshua Johnson explores the causes and effects with a 13-year-
old who has gone to Canada and LaShawn McIver of the American Diabetes 
Association. Drug companies, Lilly and Sanofi, provided information on their efforts 
to control costs and improve availability. 
 
 
Relationships 
 
April 9: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 51 minutes; “The 2020 Race is Reigniting the 
Centuries-Old Debate Over Reparations”. Many of the politicians running for 
president are advocating reparations for civil rights abuses of years ago. Yet, the 
concept remains broadly unpopular among voters. Guest host Todd Zwillich 
discusses the modern-day case for reparations with Congresswoman Sheila Jackson 
Lee from Texas’ 18th District and NPR Politics Reporter Danielle Kurtzleben. 
 
April 15: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “Georgetown University 
Students Want to Pay a Reconciliation Fee for Those Enslaved”. The local face of the 
reparations argument is discussed with Georgetown student Mélisande Short-Colomb 
and Professor of History, Maurice Jackson. 
 
May 2: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Understanding the White 
Nationalist Protest at Politics and Prose”. White Nationalists converged on an author 
event for the National Antiracism Book Festival and staged a protest interrupting the 
author’s presentation. Kojo explores the group’s tactics and how Washingtonians 
responded with Daily Beast Reporter Will Sommer. 
 
May 14: The 1A Program: 10:06am; 52 minutes; “Who Is Believed”. Joshua Johnson 
recalls the decades of serial sexual abuse by Michigan State University doctor, Larry 
Nassar. He wonders how Nassar could have abused so many for so long with Lindsay 
Smith, investigative reporter for Michigan Radio and co-host of “Believed” and John 
Manly, attorney representing more than 200 women who were abused. 
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June 10: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 51 minutes; “When a Child Dies: Loss, Grief, and 
Reclaiming Hope”. Jayson Greene, author of “Once More We Saw Stars”, talks about 
the death of his 2-year-old daughter which sent him through unexpected stages of 
emotion and connected him with other parents on the path to healing.  
 
June 25: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Trans Community Calls for 
Support in Wake of Violent Attacks”. Two murders, along with other crimes targeting 
trans women and other LGBTQ people in this region have local trans community 
members on edge. Kojo talks with Lieutenant Brett Parson of the Metropolitan Police 
Department about efforts to curb this directed violence. Earline Budd, an advocate 
for the transgender community offers her perspective on the growing problem. 


