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Public Affairs
WBAK-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Janet Mill’s weekly radio 
address and the response from the Republican Party in Maine. Each address runs 
roughly 5 minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 7:00am

1/6:  This week’s edition of Maine View featured Jim Fernald of Brookings-Smith Funeral 
Home and Christi Maquillan, the Associate Director of Hospice Development at 
Community Health and Counseling Services. Maquillan takes point in discussing the 
differences between hospital and palliative care, and shares insight into the profession 
of hospice care; specifically the emotion toll versus rewards, remuneration and 
expectations from patients and the family of patients. Spoiler: It's not for everyone.  

1/13:  This week’s edition featured Chris McLaughlin and Alan Comeau of Northern Light 
Acadia in our studio announcing the release of the final video in their “Acadia Cares” 
series.  Chris and Alan discuss the focus of "resiliency" and the importance of instilling 
such character into children, even as parenting has increasingly become a "solo sport" 
or non-existent in our state. We also welcome Dolly Sullivan of Educate Maine on the 
phone to announce nominations for Maine's 2020 Teacher of the Year, even as the 2019 
Teacher of the Year was announced as recently as last October. Sullivan recalls how 
Maine USED to find its Teacher of the Year, what helped facilitate change (spoilers: 
Blueberry Broadcasting’s Airwaves!) and how anyone in Maine can now nominate a 
public school teacher. 



1/20:  This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Patrick Guerette, 
Operations Manager of the Boys and Girls Clubs and YMCA of Greater Waterville at the 
Alfond Youth Center. The topic was the 2019 Maine Pond Hockey Classic, which benefits 
the many activities at the Alfond Center. The Classic is February 8-10 at the Snow Pond 
Center for The Arts in Sidney, Maine. Players will compete in nine divisions from the 
Men’s and Women’s Competitive divisions to Just for Fun. Teams will play a round-robin 
format Saturday, with trophy games to be on Sunday. In addition to the hockey on 
seven pond rinks, amenities will include a beer garden, souvenir shop, warming tents, 
and a community skating area. Activities include a youth hockey clinic and a fundraising 
Polar Bear Dip. Guerette said 88 teams, a Classic record, have signed up to play with 
many coming from out of state and one from Scotland. The Boys and Girls Clubs and 
YMCA of Waterville serve more than 5,000 youth through the Alfond Center, Camp 
Tracy in Oakland, and the Boys and Girls Clubs of Oakland. Programs include child care, 
aquatics, the after school meal program and the Project Learn after school homework 
help. 

1/27: This week’s edition featured cancer survivor Jeni Lloyd of Northern Light 
Philanthropy, a frequent guest, who during this edition touches on a seldom considered 
issue: "survivor guilt." Lloyd indicates guilt carried by survivors for those suffering, 
who've died, or the families of those suffering or who have died. And Lloyd relates how 
she and others have channeled her "survivor guilt" in positive ways to help others. Also, 
we welcome former Governor-Baldacci administration commissioner Jack Cashman. 
He's written a book "An Irish Immigrant Story" which offers a fact-based fictitious 
account of a family's migration from Ireland to America. Cashman draws parallels with 
issues of immigration and -- when challenged -- illegal immigration -- in the United 
States.

2/3: This week’s edition features Nick Mamula and Mick Largay, two local website 
developers. A few years back, they launched a website called Rx Options. Its intent was 
to help physicians and doctors find low cost generic alternatives to pricey prescription 
drugs. The site didn't get too much traction, for whatever reason. Now Nick and Mick 
are back with a new platform, called Rx Widget. This site is for anyone who seeks 
information about generic alternatives to the prescription drugs they've been ordered 
to take. At the site, one can enter the name of the prescription drug you've been 
prescribed, what generic alternatives exist, their cost and where one might access them. 
Mamula and Largay are careful to explain that this site only equips patients with 
information which they should take to their doctor. We also welcome Bari Newport, 
producing artistic director at Penobscot Theatre Company and members of the cast of 
Honky Tonk Laundry now in production at Bangor's Historic Opera House. Listeners 
heard hints about the comedic value of the show, the challenge of production, and how 
intricate the set is.   



2/10: This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Travis Lazarczyk, 
sports columnist and reporter for the Central Maine Newspapers; the Morning Sentinel 
and the Kennebec Journal.  He has been honored with numerous state, regional and 
national awards for his writing – including first place for column writing from the 
Associated Press Sports Editors in 2011. The topic was the ever-changing scene of high 
school sports, including the possible establishment of a ten-school 8-on-8-player 
football league. The Maine Principals’ Association Football Committee has voted to 
recommend an eight-man class for football. It still faces several hurdles before it 
becomes a reality in the fall of 2019. The move is necessitated by falling numbers of 
player participation in some of the smaller schools such as Boothbay, Old Orchard 
Beach, Ellsworth, Telstar and Traip Academy. The remaining traditional 11-man teams 
would continue to be divided into four classes based on enrollment. Lazarczyk said the 
new alignments would do away with some traditional rivalries, which may have an 
impact on attendance. Also discussed was the situation in high school hockey, where 
shrinking participation had led to the establishment of multi-school teams such 
Houlton/Hodgdon/Southern Aroostook/ and Katahdin in Class B North, and 
Maranacook/Winthrop/Madison and Spruce Mountain in Class B North. Lazarczyk 
suggested that Maine high school hockey should not be an MPA sport – but a club-level 
sport only.

2/17: This week's edition features a conversation with Dr. James Jarvis of Northern Light 
Health in Bangor (formerly Eastern Maine Medical Center). The hospital is now 
restricting visitors to two people per patient per bed.  Also, children under the age of 
twelve are asked to stay away. Finally, anyone who is exhibiting symptoms of flu or a 
cold is asked not to visit. Jarvis explains that Northern Light is working to stem the 
spread of influenza. The CDC, incidentally, confirms cases in all sixteen counties. Also, 
we meet Harvey Chesley of Camp Capella. Chesley describes the mission for the facility 
on Phillips Lake that serves campers with disabilities during summer months. Camp 
Capella was once close to being permanently shuttered, but a woman names Doris 
Buffet saved the camp from closure. Chesley share how Buffet extended the "Sunshine 
Lady" challenge, hoping to generate the needed funds to expand Camp Capella with a 
new bunkhouse! 



2/24: This week's edition features a conversation with David Leach of the Maine Bureau 
of Consumer Credit Protection. The bureau's new publication guides Mainer's through 
what they should be thinking when shopping and before buying a new or used 
automobile. The guide is free. Leach notes important pages in the guide that leads 
shoppers into understanding the importance of their credit score and how much they 
might truly afford. Also, Lisa Bird of Bangor Savings Bank phones in to discuss BSB's 
Community Matters More balloting, now in its (I believe) 12th year. Bangor Savings 
welcomes anyone to log on to its website and vote for a deserving nonprofit. 
Nonprofits, including a few in New Hampshire. Bird discusses some of the non-profits 
and how balloting proceeds.

3/3: This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Kim Hopkins, a 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension Specialist from Somerset County. The topic 
was Maine’s maple sugaring industry and the upcoming Maine Maple Sunday. March 24 
will mark the 36th year of the event, when approximately 100 sugarhouses across the 
state partake in the annual ‘open house,’ which provides a behind-the-scenes look at 
turning sap into syrup. According to statistics from the Maine Department of 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the state’s maple sugaring industry has an 
annual statewide economic contribution of an estimated 48.7 million in output – 
including 805 full-time jobs and 25.1 million in labor income. Maine maple products are 
marketed around the world, year-round. Maine has the third largest syrup industry in 
the United States, and Somerset County is the largest maple producing county in the 
country. It can be a tricky business, said Hopkins. So much of the output depends on 
seasonal elements (cold nights and warm days in early spring) and a short sugaring 
season of 4-6 weeks, with about 15 “good sap flow” days. It takes approximately 40 
gallons of maple sap to produce one gallon of pure syrup. Modern techniques have 
streamlined the process, such as “reverse osmosis,” where water is removed from the 
sap before boiling begins. It enables farmers to use smaller, less-expensive equipment.  
For listings of farms participating in Maine Maple Sunday, see 
mainemapleproducers.com.

3/10:  This week's edition features a conversation with Caroline King of the American 
Red Cross of Maine ahead of three American Red Cross Real Heroes Breakfasts. The Red 
Cross solicits nominations for those deserving these awards for more than doing -- but 
for going above and beyond to save a life or lives. King shares a few stories ahead of the 
events in Bangor, Presque Isle and Portland and how citizens can get tickets to the 
events. Also, Melissa Gerety of the Cross Insurance Center brings Professional Bull Rider 
Ty Chandler into our studio as the PBR perform/compete in Bangor this weekend. Ty 
explains how he got into the sport (hint: start on sheep) why he does it (despite 
breaking his back, both arms and a leg) and whether the cowgirls really love the 
cowboys!



3/17: This week's edition features a conversation with Shawn Laatsch of the Emera 
Astronomy Center at the University of Maine. Shawn discusses what is on the moon 
right now and what may soon be there as Israel has launched a lunar probe, making it 
the fourth country to reach the moon. Shawn also discusses programs at the center that 
educates children and special programs marrying stellar shows and top musical acts 
such as Imagine Dragons and Pink Floyd. Also, Jason Owens, Chief Patrol Agent for the 
Houlton District of the Border Patrol joins us in studio to talk of the work of the Patrol in 
Maine and the South West. Owens answers the question "Is American really 
experiencing a crisis at the South West border," plus he discusses the risks and rewards 
of wearing the uniform (hint: really powerful snowmobiles).

3/24: This week’s edition features a conversation with Dr. David Cloutier of Veazie vet 
clinic, plus Emily Macintosh and Suzan Bell of the Bangor humane society. The humane 
society has launched a capital campaign to make major improvements to its facility on 
Mount Hope Avenue in Bangor. The challenge is the society faces are similar to 
challenges at other Humane Society’s across the state of Maine. The trio details what 
changes are in store and answer questions about the necessary care for abandoned 
animals. They also address the delicate issue of euthanasia, and hopes that such 
practices will all but sees at its society and others around our state.

3/31: This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Scott Gagnon, Board 
President of the Maine Council on Problem Gambling. The topic was gambling, the 
problems it can develop, and ways of finding help. Gagnon’s main job is Director of 
Operations for AdCare Educational Institute of Maine, Inc., based in Augusta. He is a 
Certified Prevention Specialist, with expertise in the areas of mental health and 
substance abuse. Gagnon said about three percent of the population has a problem with 
gambling, which is revealed in behaviors such as: being unable to stop gambling, 
borrowing money for gambling, gambling to win back losses, exaggerating wins and 
minimizing losses, frequent unexplained absences from work or home, or being restless 
and irritable when not gambling. The statewide 2-1-1 gambling hotline is a “one stop 
resource to help with problem gambling,” said Gagnon. One call can steer people to 
resources for help. Gagnon said there is a gambling upturn at certain times of the year 
because of sporting events, including the NCAA college basketball championship. Youth 
gambling is also a growing problem with gaming enticements appearing on mobile 
devices.


