
Below are the top ten issues of concern for our community for the time period of October 1- December 

31, 2019.  Enclosed is a listing of programs and news stories produced and broadcast that address these 

concerns and issues. 

 

 

Issues Report 

October 1- December 31, 2019 

 

Crime  

Economy 

Education 

Entertainment 

Environment 

Health and Wellness 

Natural Disasters 

Politics 

Pollution 

Science & Technology 

  



Crime 

October 4, 2019/Capital Report 

Not all of the drama in Tallahassee happens at the Capitol.  For the past week, a suspected murder-for-

hire case has been tried across the street at the Leon County Courthouse.  At issue is the 2014 slaying of 

Florida State University Law Professor Dan Markel.  On trial are two people, Sigfredo Garcia and Katie 

Magbanua. They’re charged with being part of a plot to kill Markel.  But the people who have yet to be 

charged are the Adelson family of South Florida.  Markel’s ex-wife Wendi Adelson and her brother 

Charlie are widely believed to be behind the killing. Blaise Gainey has been following the action. (28:58) 

November 15, 2019/Depth 

Lawmakers are looking into a revamp of the state’s mandatory minimum sentencing requirements for 

low level drug users. Some say the move could save the state money and cut down on recidivism. Others 

argue the current system works as a deterrent and helps to keep crime at bay. Regan McCarthy has 

more…. (3:13) 

Economy 

October 17, 2019/Super Spot 

Governor Ron DeSantis is pitching pay hikes for teachers but it’s up to state lawmakers to figure out the 

details—like whether the state can afford the 600 million dollar price tag, where the money will come 

from, and exactly who could get a raise. Lynn Hatter has more. (3:47) 

November 29, 2019/Capital Report 

A special summer camp for young would-be business owners will begin in Tallahassee shortly.  Tom 

Flanigan reports one goal of this particular camp is to revitalize entrepreneurship in the city’s minority 

neighborhoods. (29:02) 

Education 

November 1, 2019/Depth 

When he took office, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis set his sights on weeding out common core in K-12 

education. Now, the governor says its replacement standards will be rolled out soon. Ryan Dailey 

reports in the meantime, ‘the Nation’s Report Card’ shows reading proficiency in the state has fallen in 

the past two years. (4:14) 

November 7, 2019/Super Spot 

Florida A&M University’s Medical Marijuana Education and Research Initiative is developing a pilot 

program to teach K-12 students about medicinal cannabis. Ryan Dailey reports the program will start at 

the University’s developmental research school. (2:11)  



Entertainment 

October 2, 2019/Depth 

Ken Burns’ recent PBS series on the history of country music was a profound experience for millions of 

viewers.  One of those viewers was Billy Dean, the Quincy native who achieved country music stardom 

and has now returned to his North Florida roots.  In this first of a two-part series of reports, Tom 

Flanigan sat down with Dean to get his take on the current state of country music. (4:52) 

October 11, 2019/Depth 

The community of Boston, Georgia just northeast of Thomasville may be small.  But Tom Flanigan 

reports its residents know how to have big fun and everyone is invited to the community’s party that 

happens October twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth. (3:34) 

Environment 

November 21, 2019/Super Spot 

After an exceptionally dry August and September, the Big Bend saw some relief in rainfall during the 

latter half of October. But Ryan Dailey reports the region is still at a significant rainfall deficit, accounting 

for a moderate drought. (1:15) 

December 17, 2019/Depth 

Florida lawmakers are interested in addressing climate change. But they’re not setting any sort of 

renewable energy goals—which is something  democrats have proposed in the past. Instead, the 

Republican-led majority is focusing on making the state more adaptable to rising sea levels, and Lynn 

Hatter reports, lawmakers are outlining plans to shore up the state’s infrastructure with that in mind. 

(3:53) 

Health and Wellness 

October 17, 2019/Perspectives 

Prostate Cancer 

This most “manly” of all cancers will impact one out of every eleven American males at some point in 
their lives.  Prostate cancer survivor Steve Hurm, Director of Licensing for the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services and his wife, former Second Florida District Congresswoman and 
gubernatorial candidate Gwen Graham, talk about their experience with the disease, treatment and 
recovery. (50:18) 

December 13, 2018/Capital Report 

For years, Florida’s Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners -  or ARNP’s - have tried to convince 
lawmakers to let them set up offices independent of physicians.  Doctor’s groups have largely opposed 



the move.  But as Gina Jordan reports, a lawmaker who is also an emergency medicine physician isn’t 
giving up. (28:58) 

Natural Disasters 

October 10, 2019/Perspectives 

Hurricane Michael – One Year After 

To mark the first anniversary of Hurricane Michael, Perspectives went on the road to the storm’s point 
of landfall, Mexico Beach, Florida.  During this special broadcast, which included radio, live streaming 
and subsequent airing on WFSU-TV, the panel assessed Michael’s aftermath and how residents of the 
region were recovering.  That panel consisted of: Florida State Representatives Jay Trumbull of Panama 
City; and Jason Shoaf of Port St. Joe; Mexico Beach Mayor Al Cathey; Missy Harkus with the volunteer 
relief organization Jackson County Angels; Florida Public Radio Emergency Network Meteorologist Jeff 
Huffman; and Florida Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner Nikki Fried, who happened to 
hear the broadcast while she and her staff were touring the area and stopped by to share her thoughts. 
(57:36) 

November 18, 2019/All Things Considered 

After Venice Floods, Volunteers Wade In To Help Salvage What They Can (3:22) 

 

Politics 

November 22, 2019/Perspectives 

City Commissioner Jeremy Matlow 

Now marking his first anniversary as a Tallahassee city commissioner, Jeremy Matlow has often taken 
issue with his four fellow commissioners on various issues, but he says his goal is to include as many 
citizens as possible in the local government decisions that affect them.  He talks about everything from 
preservation vs. development to his relations with his commission colleagues and city staff in the course 
of the hour. (50:22) 

December 5, 2019/Perspectives 

Tallahassee Mayor John Dailey 

At the end of his first year as mayor, John Dailey talks about the City’s newly-adopted ethics policy, new 
police chief, the local crime problem, status of a stalled downtown development, and a plethora of 
other issues facing the Capital City’s municipal government. (50:25) 

 

 

Pollution 



October 26, 2019/Weekend Edition Saturday 

Spike In Air Pollution In U.S. (3:49) 

November 22, 2019/All Things Considered 

Environmental Activists Say Lebanon's Government Has Failed To Regulate Polluters (4:08) 

 

Science & Technology 

 October 17, 2019/Super Spot 

WiFi speeds in Tallahassee could soon get a boost. MetroNet is spending $75 million dollars to install 
fiber optic technology to provide Internet, TV and more in the capital city. Blaise Gainey has the details. 
(1:11) 

November 27, 2019/Morning Edition 

Built For Counterterrorism, This High-Tech Machine Is Now Helping Fight Fentanyl (4:14) 

 


