
                                            
Quarterly Issues and Programs Report

KGAB AM, KIGN FM, KLEN FM
October 1, 2022 – December 31, 2022

Section I. Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Taxes/Government/Education Funding—Paying for education in a state that faces a potential 
$400 million shortfall in school funding in the 2020-2021 biennium remains a major issue in 
Wyoming.

B. 2022 Election—The general election for both local and state offices have had widespread 
implications for a range of other issues, including taxes, the economy, crime and a host of 
others.

C. Drug/Alcohol abuse--Wyoming continues to suffer from one of the highest drunk driving rates 
in the country, as well as a continuing methamphetamine epidemic and a growing opioid 
problem. These issues have a ripple effect on everything from crime to local and state budget 
issues.

D. Economy---An obvious concern both in terms of the economic well-being of state and local 
residents as well as paying for state and local government programs. Because of the critical 
importance of the energy industry to Wyoming’s economy, energy prices are one key component 
of this issue, although certainly not the only one

E. School Safety—In an age of widespread school shootings nationally and a disturbing number of 
students killed by motorists in Wyoming, this is an issue that merits extensive discussion.

F. Suicide—Wyoming has the highest suicide rate in the nation. This is an issue with implications 
for 

G. Health Care-A big issue in a state where people often struggle with accessing health care for a 
variety of reasons.

H. Crime—Includes everything from street crimes to the gun control debate. During this quarter we 
also focused on scams, especially those targeting senior citizens.

Section II. Responsive Programs
The below programming airs each Sunday at the following times:

6 am on KIGN and KLEN
KGAB at 7am 

Date(s) 
Aired

Program 
Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration 

10-2 Report to 
Wyoming

Wyoming state Senate candidate Marcy Kindred. Kindred, 
a Democrat, made Medicaid expansion a centerpiece of 
her campaign, arguing that it is needed to ensure health 
care for the working poor who often cannot get health 
insurance. She also argues that Medicaid expansion 
would help reduce the roughly $100 million in 
uncompensated care that Wyoming hospitals are currently 

 15 
mins.



being forced to provide for people who lack insurance. 
2022 ELECTION, ECONOMY, HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

10-9 Report 
To 
Wyoming

Jeremy Bay of Grace for Two Brothers, a suicide 
prevention organization. As mention in Section 1, 
Wyoming typically leads the nation in per-capita suicide. 
Bay blames several factors, including a ‘’Cowboy Up” 
cultural attitude that ‘’real mean” never ask for help. Bay 
said other factors include a lack of access to mental health 
care, high rates of alcohol consumption and easy access 
to firearms. He said a change in cultural attitudes and 
improved mental health care access would be good 
starting points towards addressing the issue. 
SUICIDE, 2022 ELECTION, MENTAL HEALTH

29 
mins.

10-16 Report to 
Wyoming

Dr. Mark Djamonowicz of Cheyenne Regional Medical 
Center on new cancer treatments and ways to access 
health care and specifically cancer treatment. He said 
expanding telehealth programs and emphasis on cancer 
detection procedures such as colonoscopies and 
mammograms would help reduce the state’s cancer rates. 
He said it would also be helpful if state residents would 
curb tobacco use. Chewing tobacco in particular has 
sometimes been associated with the state’s ‘’Cowboy 
Culture.” 
HEALTH CARE, PUBLIC HEALTH

22 mins

10-23 Report to 
Wyoming

Brent Bien, write-in candidate for governor of Wyoming. 
Bien mounted an unsuccessful primary challenge to 
Governor Mark Gordon and then ran as a write-in 
candidate in the general election. Bien was critical of Gov. 
Mark Gordon on several issues, including his handling of 
the COVID pandemic and argued the governor has not 
held the line effectively against tax issues. 
2022 ELECTIONS, TAXES, GOVERNMENT, SCHOOL 
FUNDING

 15 
mins

10-23 Report 
To 

Wyoming

Tom Lacock of Wyoming AARP on proposal to reduce 
property taxes for Wyoming Senior Citizens, supported by 
the AARP. Also discussed scams targeting Senior Citizens 
TAXES/GOVERNMENT FUNDING, 2022 ELECTION, 
CRIME

 14 
mins

10-30 Report 
To 

Wyoming

Dr. Margaret Crespo, Laramie County School District#1 
Superintendent on issues facing Wyoming education. 
Specifically focused on bias issues facing LGBTQ 
students, school safety and security, school funding. 
Crespo said steps need to be taken to address bias 
issues, and that adequate funding of Wyoming schools is 
critical to the future of Wyoming. 
SCHOOL SAFETY, TAXES/GOVERNMENT/SCHOOL 
FUNDING

   27 
mins



11-6 Report 
To 
Wyoming

Parker Anderson of Enroll Wyoming on open enrollment 
under the Affordable Care Act. Who is eligible, what is 
needed, what are the options for coverage. 
HEALTH CARE

22 mins

11-13 Report 
To 
Wyoming

Larry Bartlebort and Roz Schilinsky, editors of a planned 
multi-volume history of the Wyoming National Guard. 
Project partially funded through state funding and private 
donations
VETERANS, HISTORY

  23 
mins 

11-20 Report 
To 
Wyoming

Dr. J.J. Chen, Head of Behavioral Science Unit at 
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center. On dealing with 
holiday season stress, availability of mental health 
services. Also discussed suicide increases during the 
holidays, how to tell if someone may be suicidal. Chen 
encouraged people to “live in the moment” and not be 
afraid to reach out for help. Also encouraged people to 
have difficult discussions with people who may be suicidal. 
HEALTH CARE, SUICIDE, MENTAL HEALTH

 22 
mins  

11-27 Report 
To 
Wyoming

Brittany Wardle of Center for Population Health on 
community survey on suicide. Why is Wyoming’s suicide 
rate so high and what can be done? Found Strong 
correlation between suicide and substance abuse, 
economic stressors. Possible ways to reduce the rate 
include addressing problems in the state regarding meth, 
alcohol and fentanyl abuse. She called for making 
drug/alcohol treatment programs more widely available. 
Education programs to reduce the stigma surrounding 
asking for help could also be part of the solution. 
SUICIDE, DRUG/ALCOHOL ABUSE, ECONOMY, 
MENTAL HEALTH           

 23 
mins, 

12-4 Report to 
Wyoming

Dr. James Miller, Political Science Professor at Laramie 
County Community College on the 2022 general election 
results and what they may mean for policy decisions in 
Wyoming, especially the Wyoming Legislature. Miller said 
essentially there are two Wyoming Republican parties, 
with each actually wielding more influence on public policy 
that the Wyoming Democratic Party, which has only a 
handful of seats in the legislature. The ‘Trump Wing’ and 
the “Establishment Republicans’ who have very different 
views on issues such as taxes and some social issues. 
Miller said the two may be on a collision course. He also 
discussed the election of ‘’election denier” Chuck Gray as 
Wyoming Secretary of State, possibly leading to a 
showdown with more establishment state officeholders 
such as Gov. Mark Gordon. 
2022 ELECTION, TAXES/GOVERNMENT/SCHOOL 
FUNDING

24 mins

12-11 Report to 
Wyoming

Dr. Jeffrey Story, Chief Medical Officer at Cheyenne 
Regional Medical Center on a ‘’tridemic” of infectious 
diseases in Wyoming. The tridemic includes COVID-19, 

23 
mins.



influenza and the RSV virus. Dr. Story outlined the 
symptoms of each, but said there are steps people can 
take to protect themselves. While there is no vaccination 
for RSV, Dr. Story made the case for COVID and flu shots, 
disputing claims that the COVID shot in particular is 
unsafe. He also urged people to wash their hands 
frequently and to stay home if they are sick, among other 
precautions. Since the RSV virus primarily strikes children 
and all three are, this could be included in the school 
safety category in addition to the more obvious health 
care. 
HEALTH CARE, PUBLIC SAFETY, SCHOOL SAFETY


