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As part of the company’s on-going service to the community, Stonecom 
addressed three issues of significance to the Upper Cumberland during this 
quarter: 

 
Issue 1:  The Challenges Of Growth  
 
What are the issues that Putnam County will have to deal with as we 
grow? How do you pay for it? Are county and city leaders preparing for 
what lies ahead? We examine services, infrastructure, taxes and more as 
we prepare for the release of census numbers. 

       
Issue 2:  Developing Workforce Training For Students   
 
Too many UC young people are leaving high schools without knowing 
what they want to do in life. What programs are being implemented to 
help. Is there a move away from the "everyone needs to go to college" 
belief of the last decade? How do you expand high school offerings to 
give kids more options?  

  
  
 
The stations sought out guests across our region to discuss these issues on our 
weekly public affairs program. “Today In The Upper Cumberland” airs each 
weekend: 

Saturday at 6am on Rock 93-7 (WBXE), at 7am on 106-9 Kicks Country 
(WKXD), at 8am on Lite Rock 95.9 (WLQK), 101.9/AM 920 (WLIV), and 93-3 
The Dawg (WKXD-HD2). 
 
Sunday at 7am on Rock 93-7 (WBXE) and on News Talk 94.1/AM 1600 
(WUCT), at 12pm on News Talk 94.1/AM 1600 (WUCT), at 6pm on Lite Rock 
95.9 (WLQK) and on 101.9/AM 920 (WLIV), at 7pm on 106-9 Kicks Country 
(WKXD) and 93-3 The Dawg (WKXD-HD2). 
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In addition to these issues, Stonecom Cookeville offers more than 50 local news 
updates per day across its stations.  

The stations air local community calendar announcements multiple times per 
day across all its stations.  

We also participate in the Tennessee Association Of Broadcasters Public Service 
Program.  

 

Our stations serve the Upper Cumberland region of middle Tennessee: 
WBXE 93-7 – Baxter 

 
WKXD 106-9 – Monterey 

 
WKXD HD-2/93.3 – Monterey 

 
WLIV 101.9/920 – Livingston 

 
WLQK 95.9 – Livingston 

 
WUCT 94.1/1600 -- Algood 
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Issue 1:  The Challenges Of Growth  
 

Program Date: 

July 10 and 11 

 

Program Guest: 

Putnam County Mayor Randy Porter  

 

Overview: 

Census numbers will arrive in the next several weeks and they are expected to 
be up significantly for the entire region. The Upper Cumberland and more 
specifically Putnam County are continuing to grow. But what are the issues with 
the growth? What are the challenges our elected leaders are focused on? 
Have they been prepared for the growth we are experiencing right now?  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Porter said he always believed Putnam County would grow. As the former 
emergency services director, preparation is key. He saw the arguments for 
it. He did not know when the growth would happen or how big it would 
be. Porter said he believes we are the start of the growth spurt that could 
last several years.  

 Service agencies are the biggest challenge of growth. Porter said building 
additional capacity is the key, in areas like EMS. Porter said the county will 
need to work to keep up with needs, understanding that a new EMS crew 
means people 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – and the equipment for 
them to work with. Jail capacity and landfill needs also need discussion.  

 People are moving here to take advantage of the lifestyle the Upper 
Cumberland offers.  

 Porter said road and traffic issues are often discussed but those are not 
short-term fixes, especially with T-DOT. Porter said the county is at the 
state’s mercy on things like widening Jefferson and Willow Avenues in 
Cookeville.  
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Issue 2:  Developing Workforce Training For Students   
 

Program Date: 

July 17 and 18  

 

Program Guest: 

Dr. Myra West of TCAT Livingston; Dr. Daniel Marvin of Vol State  

 

Overview: 

Get the young people graduated with English, math, social studies, science. 
That may be the old perception of what we thought it meant to leave high 
school. But today, things are changing. A greater emphasis by educators at all 
levels to make sure students are coming out of high school with a career path. It 
doesn’t have to be the final one. But some ideas as to what they would like to 
explore. College isn’t for everyone. A career is.  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 West said students need to have a skillset that puts them directly into the 
workforce or a skillset that will continue at a post-secondary education. 
Everyone is focused on getting students on the pathway. West adds 
there’s also a focus on the workforce needs of the Upper Cumberland.  

 Marvin said high schools are working hard to show students different 
options. Both TCAT and Vol State are involved in the technical training, 
focusing on pathways needed by local employers. That includes IT, 
welding, and healthcare paths.  

 Instructors are in constant contact with local employers at a level higher 
than ever before. West said programs would not exist without that 
contact. These needs can be very specific where they drill down to a 
company’s specific needs.  

 Marvin said the focus is getting faster access for students to these skills and 
needs. Both pointed to a true working together of all stakeholders. There is 
not a turf war any longer to get students in this college or that program.  
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Issue 2: Developing Workforce Training For Students   

 

Program Date: 

August 1 and 2  

 

Program Guest: 

Putnam County Director of Schools Corby King And White County Schools 
Director Kurt Dronebarger.  

 

Overview: 

As school begins again, there is a renewed focus on getting each student 
ready for the post graduation world. There’s always been career education in 
schools, but the way it looks today is much different.  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 King said not every student is a college-bound student and the school 
system has to be ready with workforce options. If a student wants to go 
straight to the workforce, we need to help students do that. Dronebarger 
said school systems need to keep both paths active for students.  

 Dronebarger said there is strength in numbers with school systems and the 
post-secondary institutions working to build for the workforce. He said the 
school systems are trying not to overlap on skillsets, not seeing the need to 
repeat the same programs in every system. King said that helps attract 
industries to the area because they see a coordinated effort.  

 The focus is also getting students exposed to many different kinds of jobs 
that are available in the region.  

 The schools work with local businesses, learning specific skills needed for 
Upper Cumberland businesses. King said they work with the companies to 
get faculty certified in specific skills needed so students can graduate and 
walk in to a local company and be an asset.  

 Dronebarger said touring a plant is not enough today. The schools want 
students with real training or a certificate if possible on a needed skillset. 
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Issue 2: Developing Workforce Training For Students   

 

Program Date: 

August 8 and 9   

 

Program Guest: 

Putnam County Director of Schools Corby King And White County Schools 
Director Kurt Dronebarger.  

 

Overview: 

Preparing high school students to graduate looks different today. There is much 
more emphasis on getting students on a career path, at least exploring areas 
they think might make them happy. The local school systems are doing their 
part to expose students to as many options as possible.  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 King said the schools realize they need to be more agile than ever. The 
discussion centered on the recent building boom in the region. The system 
is gearing up a new pathways in areas like plumbing, electrical work so 
students can leave the schools, go to T-CAT and be in a position to go to 
work, apprentice, eventually own a business.  

 Dronebarger said the partnerships with T-CAT and Vol State or Tennessee 
Tech make these programs happen. They send instructors to the schools 
to showcase expertise but also provide higher learning credits. Smaller 
districts are working together, such as Overton County’s aviation program 
offering options to students in Clay or Pickett County.  

 King said one of the challenges is getting people to teach these classes. 
He said the state is working to provide some flexibility to those without 
teaching degrees to assist in getting students ready.  

 Looking to the future, Dronebarger said the White County system is 
focused on the heath care needs of the region and opening up more 
options in those fields.   
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Issue 2:  The Challenges Of Growth 

 

Program Date: 

August 22 and 23  

 

Program Guest: 

Putnam County Commissioners Jim Martin and Jordan Iwanyszyn; Putnam 
County School Board Chair Lynn McHenry.  

 

Overview:  

Census numbers show it. Putnam County has grown by at least 10 percent over 
the last ten years. Some argue the numbers under estimate the growth. Last 
week’s census data good news for the community in terms of economics. But 
there are challenges.  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 McHenry said planning is key, but you must also understand that you 
cannot plan for everything. He said the school system is examining factors 
that have never come up before.  

 Martin said it can be a challenge the define the future right now. He said 
Putnam commissioners are conservative by nature in terms of spending 
and taxes, but are deploying the resources needed. He said the school 
system will have a large role in helping fill the jobs being created, with 
new skillsets being defined. Martin said the schools can help the county 
be competitive in growing the workforce and employer base.  

 Iwanyszyn said the county must keep up with areas like law enforcement. 
He said that is an area where growing communities often seem to 
struggle. Crime can increase. Fire, EMS needs are also on the table. He 
said the county’s focus on five-year plans over the last several years will 
be an asset to the county moving forward. Martin says you have to allot 
for those long-term needs like roof replacements or HVAC systems so they 
do not impact you all at once during a growth spurt.  
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Issue 2:  The Challenges Of Growth 

 

Program Date: 

August 29 and 30.   

 

Program Guest: 

Putnam County Commissioners Jim Martin and Jordan Iwanyszyn; Putnam 
County School Board Chair Lynn McHenry.  

 

Overview:  

Growth in a community provides exciting opportunities. But it also provides 
challenges, everything from school space to infrastructure to being able to 
provide the services needed for a growing population. Putnam County is 
experiencing that right now. We continue a look at what the growth will mean 
for the county today and going forward.   

 

Key Takeaways:  

 McHenry said you have to budget a portion of money to set aside each 
year to maintain liquidity you may need going forward. However, it’s 
easier to anticipate growth earlier than it is today. Liquidity will matter 
more as the county tries to fund its needs. Big items like the justice center 
and schools will cost less because of the county’s liquidity.  

 Creativity comes into play as you grow because you cannot fund every 
project. McHenry pointed to the possibility of building a centralized CTE 
center to help provide equal opportunities to all three students – and 
open additional space in each school for growth.  

 Iwanyszyn said the county must continue working with its surrounding 
counties as growth does not understand boundaries. Economic impact 
means making sure all the counties look beyond just job numbers, but the 
quality and how those jobs pay.  

 The upcoming election will likely include a lot of time focused on growth 
and how the county and other government agencies are using resources.  
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Issue 2:  The Challenges Of Growth 

 

Program Date: 

September 12 and 13 

 

Program Guest: 

Cookeville Planning Director Jon Ward.  

 

Overview:  

As Cookeville deals with growth in the coming years, its planning department 
will be on the front lines of trying to manage that growth, trying to get the right 
kind of development in the right places.  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Ward said his department has seen a tremendous growth surge over the 
last several years. He said the department analyzes how the city has 
grown and looks at what are the issues going forward. The planning 
department has begun its updates on the 2030 plan, projecting what the 
needs are going to be for both residential and commercial growth. As you 
get to the end of a lifespan for a plan, you see amendments. Sewers are 
extended. Changes occur. Things you didn’t expect happen, such as the 
tornado that changed the outlook for the Highway 70 corridor.  

 The 10th Street project and South Jefferson Avenue from I-40 to Highway 
111 are two major traffic issues. Both will be improved in the coming years. 
The city worked closely with the county to develop a list of projects that 
needed to be addressed. Adding a turn lane on Willow Avenue has 
entered engineering phase with T-DOT. T-DOT has also been asked to 
study the design at I-40 and South Jefferson Avenue. 

 Ward said he expects to see more large scale residential developments 
especially in the western section of Cookeville where large parcels of land 
remain for development. The re-development of the Fairgrounds property 
will also be key for the city moving forward.  
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Issue 2: Developing Workforce Training For Students   

 

Program Date: 

September 19 and 20  

 

Program Guest: 

Tim Mackey of the White County Schools CTE Department; Teresa Johnson 
leads the CTE Department of the Overton County Schools.  

 

Overview: 

Every school system in the Upper Cumberland is more focused than ever on 
getting high school students more ready for the workforce.  

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Mackey said a 1975-1990 high school graduate would not recognize 
career education. Over the last eight to ten years, the kinds of classes 
taught and how they are taught are much different. He says the classes 
are much more technical in scope. He said they also feature much more 
academic work related to CTE, using writing, reading and math to support 
the career focus.  

 Career education also begins today at an earlier age for students, using 
simple exposure as early as the elementary grades.  

 One aspect of changing CTE education involves getting students into 
local companies where they have a chance to work, earn money, gain 
skills and also build relationships for the future. Johnson said it can change 
paths for students who did not see an opportunity that was there. It can 
also expand the types of jobs in a particular field that they might be 
interested in. Within a field like medicine or IT, Johnson said there are so 
many aspects students may not realize.  

 Both guests noted they need to do a better job getting parents involved 
in the CTE education – and seeing the kinds of opportunities that are 
present for young people.  


