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Section I: Issues

WFUM has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

1. Arts/Humanities:  

2. Children’s Issues:  

3. Civil Rights/Race:  

4. Crime/Safety:  

5. Economy:  

6. Education:  

7. Environment:  

8. Government:  

9. Labor Relations:  

10. Legal System/Court Cases:  

11. Public Health/Medicine:  

12. Social Policy/Welfare:  

13. Transportation:  
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Section II: Responsive Programs

WFUM broadcast programming dealing with the various issues outlined in Section I of this list.  The programming was aired on the 
dates and times as follows:

1. Arts/Humanities:

Stateside: Keith Taylor on Summer Reading
Broadcast on 2013-07-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Now that Summer has truly taken us into her 
embrace, we’ve been thinking of some of our favorite summer pleasures. And it was fairly unanimous: one of the 
sweetest times of summer is lounging around in the sun...maybe on a beach...maybe your favorite spot on your back 
porch or yard. And in your hands is a good book.



That’s the cue to welcome Keith Taylor back to Stateside. Keith coordinates the undergraduate program in creative 
writing at the University of Michigan...he is a poet and a writer...and he is simply the best at uncovering hidden 
gems for us to read and enjoy.



Keith Taylor..welcome!



What have you brought us for our summer reading?

Stateside: How Are Michigan Art Museums Faring?
Broadcast on 2013-09-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  For every time Detroit Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr 
declares there are no plans to sell off DIA treasures to satisfy creditors, he also says, "all options are on the table."



Detroit Institute of Arts officials are leaving no stone unturned as they work to protect its collection from the storm 
of Detroit’s bankruptcy.



We wondered, with the art world’s attention focused on the DIA, how are OTHER art museums in Michigan faring? 
And just how are they drawing in visitors in this digital age when most of us can look at priceless art images with 
just a few clicks of a mouse?



Joining us for this discussion is Bridge Magazine contributing writer Nancy Derringer, whose recent piece in Bridge 
has the hopeful headline: "Far from Bankrupt: Michigan art museums thrive despite economic woes"



Welcome back to Stateside, Nancy!!

Stateside: Do we Need Cursive or is it Not All That Useful Anymore?
Broadcast on 2013-09-25 at 5:00AM; Duration: 18:30.  When was the last time you got a hand-written note in the 
mail?



When was the last time you wrote a note in cursive?



The recently approved Common Core Curriculum does not include a requirement to teach children cursive. That�s 
prompted a question. Do we need cursive or is it merely an antiquated writing style that�s not all that useful 
anymore?



Here to talk about it is Gerry Conti. She is a Neuroscientist and occupational therapist and an Assistant Professor at 
Wayne State University.



What�s you interested in handwriting?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues:

State of Opportunity: A Program to Prevent Michigan Kids From Entering Foster Care
Broadcast on 2013-07-03 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:36.  More than 400-thousand children are currently 
in foster care in the U.S.



Once a child has entered the system, they remain there on average for nearly two years, according to a federal report.



As part of our State of Opportunity project, Michigan Radio�s Jennifer Guerra looked into a unique program that�s 
working to prevent kids in Michigan from even entering foster care in the first place.

State of Opportunity Call-In Show: Family Structure and How it Shapes Kids’ Success
Broadcast on 2013-07-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 1:00.  The way we shape our families is changing. 
These very personal decisions get wound up with policies and laws and our own ideas about what works best.



In a special hour-long call-in show, State of Opportunity will take a look at family structure and how it shapes kids’ 
success. We’ll examine the importance of fathers, the impact of single and two parent households, what children 
really need from their families to be successful, and how public policy can support or hinder family success.

State of Opportunity: Michigan’s Foster Care System and a Program to Help 18 Year Olds Transition
Broadcast on 2013-07-10 at 6:20AM, 8:20AM and 4:50PM; Duration 06:45.  There are about fourteen thousand 
young people in Michigan�s foster care system. If they�re still in the system when they turn 18 they are expected to 
be able to live on their own. It�s a transition that does not go well for many. The state is trying to increase the 
likelihood of their success and as State of Opportunity�s Sarah Alvarez reports, the program is helping.  But it is 
difficult to navigate.

Stateside: Why is Child Abuse on the Rise in Michigan?
Broadcast on 2013-07-16 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  Child abuse is on the rise in Michigan.



As recently as 2006, Michigan’s rate of child abuse and neglect was below the national average. Today, it is more 
than 50-percent higher than the national rate.



And this surge in child abuse comes exactly as state spending on abuse and neglect prevention has been 
cut...sharply.



To try and answer WHY child abuse and neglect rates are so high in Michigan... we turn to Jane Zehnder-Merrell. 
She’s the project director for Kids Count in Michigan at the Michigan League for Public Policy... Hello Jane.

Michigan Radio News: State Reponse Filed to a Lesbian Couple’s Claim That Michigan’s Marriage and Adoption Laws are Discriminatory
Broadcast on 2013-07-31 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:07.  The state attorney general�s office has filed its response to a 
lesbian couple�s claim that Michigan�s marriage and adoption laws discriminate against their children.



Michigan does not recognize same-sex relationships.  



As Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta explains, the government�s legal brief gives some strong hints to the big 
questions of this case.

State of Opportunity: Hard to Pinpoint Why Teenagers Eligible for Medicaid Aren’t Getting Signed Up
Broadcast on 2013-08-27 at 5:45PM; and on 2013-08-28 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:12.  Tens of 
thousands of people in Michigan are eligible for no cost, government sponsored health insurance right now and are 
still walking around uninsured. They�re teenagers, and as Michigan Radio�s Sarah Alvarez explains, it�s hard to 
pinpoint just why so many young people eligible for Medicaid aren�t getting signed up.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

2. Children’s Issues (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Special Call-In Show - School Finance and Reform
Broadcast on 2013-09-19 at 3:00PM; Duration: 58:00.  The central question for our State of Opportunity project is, 
"What can be done to help Michigan’s children get ahead?" 

Jennifer White tackled that question from the schools angle earlier this week in a special call-in show that looked at 
school finance, reform, how being in a school labeled as failing affects children, and what lessons we can learn from 
other states.



Jeff Williams - Public Sector Consultants,



William Price - Eastern Michigan University Education Professor,



Principal John Tafelski - Crestwood High School in Dearborn Heights



Michelle Richard - Public Sector Consultants



David P. Driscoll - Former Massachusetts Education Commissioner

3. Civil Rights/Race:

Michigan Radio News: State Reponse Filed to a Lesbian Couple’s Claim That Michigan’s Marriage and Adoption Laws are Discriminatory
Broadcast on 2013-07-31 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:07.  The state attorney general�s office has filed its response to a 
lesbian couple�s claim that Michigan�s marriage and adoption laws discriminate against their children.



Michigan does not recognize same-sex relationships.  



As Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta explains, the government�s legal brief gives some strong hints to the big 
questions of this case.

Michigan Radio News: Gender-Neutral Version of Michigan’s Marriage License Applications
Broadcast on 2013-08-05 at 5:45PM; Duration: 03:38.  Some county clerks are already planning what to do if a 
federal judge overturns Michigan�s ban on same-sex marriages. As Michigan Public Radio�s Rick Pluta explains, 
there are efforts underway to create a gender-neutral version of Michigan�s marriage license and county wedding 
applications.

Stateside: U.S. District Judge to Hear Case That Challenges Michigan’s Constitutional Ban on Gay Marriage
Broadcast on 2013-09-23 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  On October 16th,  U.S.District Judge Bernard Friedman will 
be hearing a case which challenges Michigan�s Constitutional ban on gay marriage.



The case didn�t start out that way. It started out as a court case to simply protect the futures of these three little kids.

4. Crime/Safety:

Michigan Watch: State Plans to Cut Much of the Funding for Successful New Program to Reduce Prison Population
Broadcast on 2013-09-10 at 5:35AM and 7:35AM; Duration 03:42.  The State of Michigan spends a huge part of its 
budget on prisons. In recent years a new program has helped reduce the prison population and helped prisoners stay 
out of prison. Lester Graham with Michigan Watch reports that despite its success the state plans to cut much of the 
program�s funding.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

4. Crime/Safety (Continued):

Stateside: Flint Mayor Dane Walling Meets with President Obama to Determine how to Reduce Violence Among Young People
Broadcast on 2013-09-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  It isn’t every day when the President of the United States 
turns to you for advice.



But Flint’s Mayor Dane Walling is now in that relatively small group who can say exactly that.



Mayor Walling was among 18 mayors who sat down in a White House meeting with President Obama. The topic: 
how to reduce violence among young people...something Dane Walling is faced with every single day. 



That’s because Flint is among the top US cities of more than 50-thousand people with the worst crime rates.



Mayor Dane Walling joins us now... Welcome back to Stateside,

Stateside: Truck Driver Shortages in Michigan
Broadcast on 2013-09-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  There’s a specific job crunch in Michigan. And it’s the type 
of job that can impact the costs of doing business...job growth and ultimately, the cost of goods that consumers will 
buy.



The job shortage? Truck shortages. There just aren’t enough drivers for those big rigs.



What’s behind the shortage? What does it mean to you, the consumer? And what kinds of job opportunities exist for 
workers looking to reinvent themselves?



Writer Ted Roelofs reported on the driver crunch in a piece for Bridge Magazine...with what might be one of the 
best titles ever: "Breaker breaker one-nine, trucking jobs dying on the vine". Ted Joins us from Kentwood. And, 
Ted, just why are truck jobs dying on the vine in Michigan?

5. Economy:

Stateside: Michigan Home Foreclosure Rate Slowing Down
Broadcast on 2013-07-11 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Michigan’s home foreclosure rate is tumbling. 
During the Great Recession, Michigan’s foreclosure rate was among the nation’s highest...and, at times, THE 
highest in the nation.



Today, Michigan ranks 15th.



Daren Blomquist is with Realty Trac... and, Darren, just what is behind this slowdown in foreclosures?

Michigan Radio News: Vote on Bill to Expand Medicaid in Michigan Expected Soon
Broadcast on 2013-08-27 at 4:15PM; Duration: 04:56.  The state Senate could vote on a bill to expand Medicaid in 
Michigan this week.



The legislation would extend health insurance to hundreds of thousands of low-income Michiganders through the 
federal Affordable Care Act. Joining us now is Charles Ballard, an economist with Michigan State University. 
Charlie, welcome back.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

5. Economy (Continued):

Stateside: Sequestration Cuts by Congress Being Felt Within the Federal Court System
Broadcast on 2013-09-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Many of us have not noticed the sequestration cuts by 
Congress, but they�re being felt within the federal court system.



87 judges have signed a letter outlining the problems caused by the cuts and they�ve sent it to Congress.



One of those judges is the Chief Judge for the United States District Court of the Eastern District of Michigan.



How much money are we talking about� and how significant is that compared to your overall budget?

6. Education:

Stateside: Tuition Rises at Many Michigan Universities and Colleges; Interest Rates on Some Loans Double
Broadcast on 2013-07-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  Thousands of Michigan college students got 
VERY unwelcome news over the past week or so: tuition’s going up at many Michigan universities and 
colleges....AND interest rates on some of their loans will DOUBLE.



This one-two punch of soaring costs and rising debt is being felt in many, many homes around Michigan: there are 
more than 300-thousand students in Michigan with federal loans...and the number of people taking out student 
loans...AND the amount they’re taking... continues to climb.



We wanted to get behind these headlines...and look at just what this means to a typical college student in our state.



Joining us is Darrin Camilleri....he’s a student at Kalamazoo College....he is also the acting President of the 
Michigan Federation of College Democrats. Welcome, thanks for coming in.

Michigan Radio News: State Lawmakers Debate Merits of the Common Core Standards Initiative
Broadcast on 2013-07-16 at 4:55PM; Duration: 04:35.  State lawmakers have formed a special bipartisan 
subcommittee to debate the merits of the Common Core Standards Initiative. 



Last month, the State Legislature blocked the state from implementing the school standards. Lawmakers said they 
needed more time to review Common Core before letting it take full effect in Michigan.



Republican House Representative Amanda Price Park Township is the vice-chair of the subcommittee and she joins 
us now. Welcome to the program!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: Common Core Standards
Broadcast on 2013-07-17 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  This week, a state House panel in Lansing 
kicked off a series of hearings on Common Core. You may have been hearing about the Common Core lately... 
they’re a set of nationwide school standards - put together by the National Governors’ Association - being debated 
around the nation.



State lawmakers recently passed a budget that bars the Michigan Department of Education from implementing the 
standards.



Supports of the standards - including Governor Snyder and state Superintendent Michael Flanagan - say Common 
Core is essential to making sure students in Michigan are ready for college and careers.



Opponents say the standards strip local control... and were developed without transparency. 



In a few minutes, we’ll sit down with two guests - one for, and one against,  Common Core... but, first, let’s get a 
better understanding of just WHAT these standards ARE. 



Joining us is Michelle Richard - Senior Consultant at Public Sector Consultants... specializing in education policy 
and research. And, Michelle, first off: how and why were these standards developed?

Stateside: Cooley Law School Graduates Claim They Were Misled by Employment Statistics Published by the School
Broadcast on 2013-07-30 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  And, here�s a case of marketing versus reality.



If you graduate from a Michigan law school, should you be entitled to a refund if you don�t find a satisfactory job?



A federal appeals court said �no,� today. The case involved some ticked off graduates from Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School.



Twelve Cooley graduates said they were misled by rosy employment statistics published by the school. But the 
appeals court says Michigan�s consumer law doesn�t apply and the graduates put too much emphasis on Cooley�s job 
survey of other graduates.



Sounds a bit like �past performance does not guarantee future results.�



The appeals court affirmed a similar decision by a federal judge in Grand Rapids.



Seems if these law students would have done just a little homework, they�d have found the legal profession is more 
than saturated in most areas, especially Michigan.



There are more lawyers than the other profession people love to hate: reporters.



By the way� in the interest of full disclosure� I should note that Cooley Law School financially supports Michigan 
Radio.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

State of Opportunity: Starting School After Labor Day is Law That Some People Would Like to Change
Broadcast on 2013-09-04 at 5:45PM; Duration: 03:54.  Kids across Michigan went back to school yesterday. 



Waiting until after Labor Day to start school isn�t just a cultural tradition in Michigan. 



It�s the law.



And it�s a law that some people would like to change. 



Dustin Dwyer, from our State of Opportunity team, reports.

Stateside: Trying to Stem Teacher Turnover
Broadcast on 2013-08-22 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  We’ve moved into the last half of August.



Parents are taking their kids on back-to-school shopping trips. And from parent-to-parent,  there’s conversation and 
speculation about "who’s going to be teaching Little Johnny?" Which teachers will still be there...and who will be 
gone when the kids return from summer vacation?



When teachers leave a school, it hits students hard. A researcher from the University of Michigan and his colleagues 
studied data over an each year period...and found teacher turnover harms student learning...especially in math and 
English.



And it’s not just the kids who have to cope with a new teacher who suffer. Students of teachers who remain in the 
same grade and school from one year to the next are ALSO harmed by turnover.



Then there’s the dollars-and-cents view: a study by the National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future 
estimates that teachers dropping out of the profession costs the nation around SEVEN BILLION dollar a year!!!



Trying to stem teacher turnover...to keep those teachers in the classroom and in the profession: that’s the mission of 
my next guesst. Randi Stanulis is an associate professor of education at Michigan State University...and she directs a 
teacher mentoring program that some say could ultimately serve as a national model.



Randi Stanulis joins us now from East Lansing. Hello Randi!
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

6. Education (Continued):

Stateside: Decreasing Number of Michigan High School Graduates
Broadcast on 2013-08-28 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Colleges and universities in Michigan are facing a double 
whammy.



They’ve been grappling with ways to fill the revenue hole after the State Legislature cut funding for higher ed as the 
state’s economy went into a free fall.



And the latest challenge: high schools across the state are turning out fewer graduates. With the graduate pool 
shrinking, most colleges and universities are searching for ways to make up that gap.



What does this all mean for Michigan colleges...and prospective students?



Joining us is the director of Policy Research at the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education  Brian 
Prescott. And...joining us from Mt Pleasant is the Director of Admissions for Central Michigan University...Thomas 
Speakman.



And, Brian Prescott... I want to start with you because earlier this year, your organization released a major report 
called "Knocking at the College Door"...which found that Michigan is second ONLY to California in the decreasing 
number of high school graduates. What is happening in our state??

State of Opportunity: Special Call-In Show - School Finance and Reform
Broadcast on 2013-09-19 at 3:00PM; Duration: 58:00.  The central question for our State of Opportunity project is, 
"What can be done to help Michigan’s children get ahead?" 

Jennifer White tackled that question from the schools angle earlier this week in a special call-in show that looked at 
school finance, reform, how being in a school labeled as failing affects children, and what lessons we can learn from 
other states.



Jeff Williams - Public Sector Consultants,



William Price - Eastern Michigan University Education Professor,



Principal John Tafelski - Crestwood High School in Dearborn Heights



Michelle Richard - Public Sector Consultants



David P. Driscoll - Former Massachusetts Education Commissioner

Stateside: The Common Core Education Standards
Broadcast on 2013-09-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  You might have heard about the Common Core education 
standards and maybe a bit about the fuss over these new standards.  We wanted to get a little more information about 
what�s going on.



Michael Brickman is the National Policy Director at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute, a conservative education 
policy think tank.



So, Michael the National Governor�s Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers got together and 
said, hey, we need some bench marks for how students are doing, because our kids are slipping behind compared to 
many other industrialized nations. They hire somebody to come up with some standards, the effort is funded by Bill 
and Melinda Gates.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment:

Stateside: Michigan’s Hot Weather History
Broadcast on 2013-07-16 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  No matter where you go in Michigan this week, 
it seems the HOT WEATHER is a prime topic of conversation. 



When you pop your head out of the door first thing in the morning and it’s already 83...and there’s nowhere to go 
but UP...THAT is some hot weather.



We wondered how this week fit into Michigan’s "hot weather history". So we turn to M-live meteorologist Mark 
Torregrossa....who also has the website farmerweather.com which will give you everything you want to know about 
the weather.... Mark joins us now!

Stateside: Unseasonably Cool Weather in Michigan
Broadcast on 2013-07-30 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  The weather has been really nice lately�maybe a little cool at 
night- but this is July people. What happened to the dog days of summer? One week of hot weather and then fall?



I�d say it�s time for an expert to weigh in and that�s why we called Mlive meteorologist Mark Torregrossa.



We keep hearing unseasonably cool from folks like you. What does that mean? And, why is it happening?

The Environment Report: Overhauling the Nation’s Chemical Law
Broadcast on 2013-08-01 at 8:50AM; Duration: 04:02.  After several failed attempts� the nation�s chemical safety 
law could get an overhaul�



This is the Environment Report. I�m Rebecca Williams.



The main law that regulates chemicals in products we use every day is called the Toxic Substances Control Act. 



Pretty much everyone says this law is outdated - including the chemical industry and environmental groups.

The Environment Report: Fracking Political Fight Heats Up
Broadcast on 2013-08-08 at 8:50AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:02.  The Michigan Chamber of Commerce is getting 
into the debate over horizontal hydraulic fracturing.



This is the Environment Report. I�m Rebecca Williams.



Fracking pumps a mixture of water, sand and chemicals into a well under high pressure to force open shale rock 
formations and extract natural gas. Vertical fracking has been done in Michigan for decades. But horizontal fracking 
is much newer. And it uses a larger amount of chemicals and millions of gallons of water per well.



The chamber of commerce has launched a campaign they�re calling �Protect Michigan�s Energy Future.�



Jason Geer is the director of energy and environmental policy at the Chamber. He says they started the campaign to 
push back against a grassroots group that�s trying to ban horizontal hydraulic fracking in Michigan.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

The Environment Report: Helping Cities Plan for a Warmer Future
Broadcast on 2013-08-20 at 8:50AM; and on 2013-08-22 at 8:50AM; Duration 04:04.  Cities in the Great Lakes 
region are trying to adapt to our changing climate.



�You know we have to sort of think about how we can make ourselves more resilient for storms and unusual weather 
occurrences.�



Megan Hunter is the chief planning officer for the City of Flint.



�We�re a city that is really stretched thin, we have very limited resources, so when we have an extreme weather 
event, it�s really hard for us to adapt with our limited finances.�



She says one of the things they have to think about is how to support vulnerable people in the city. That means 
things like creating more cooling centers during heat waves.



People like Megan Hunter are getting help from a project based at the University of Michigan. It�s called the Great 
Lakes Adaptation Assessment for Cities.

The Environment Report: New Walnut Tree Disease
Broadcast on 2013-09-19 at 8:51AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:04.  Experts are trying to get ahead of a new 
tree-killing disease before it hits Michigan�



This is the Environment Report. I�m Rebecca Williams.



Anyone who had to pay a lot of money to cut down dead ash trees in their yard remembers a pest called the emerald 
ash borer. In our region we�ve had a lot of pests and diseases that kill trees� and now experts have their eye on a 
disease that kills black walnut trees.



You might have a black walnut tree in your yard� the lumber is beautiful and the trees are also important to people 
who grow them for the nut.



Michael Dority is the president of the Michigan Nut Growers Association. It�s a group of nut and fruit enthusiasts, 
ranging from backyard growers to small commercial scale producers. Thanks for coming in! This disease is called 
Thousand Cankers Disease and it�s caused by a fungus. The fungus is carted around by a bug called the walnut twig 
beetle. What worries you about the disease?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

7. Environment (Continued):

Stateside: Flint Known for Urban Redevelopment at a Scale not Known by Many Other Cities
Broadcast on 2013-09-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Flint gets more than its fair share of bad press because of the 
crime rate and the city�s financial struggles. But, Flint is also known for urban redevelopment at a scale not known 
by many other cities. Land use is changing. Vacant industrial areas and foreclosed properties are being purchased, 
abandoned buildings demolished and the area turned into a greenway.



Joining us to talk about these changes are:



Doug Weiland. He is the executive director of the Genesee County Land Bank. 



And�  Robert McMahan. He�s the President of Kettering University in Flint.



Kettering has been purchasing and transforming many properties in Flint.



Dr. McMahan, first, how can the University afford this and what�s the goal?

8. Government:

Michigan Radio News: The Impact of Federal Budget Cuts on the Great Lakes Region
Broadcast on 2013-07-02 at 5:15PM; Duration: 04:15.  With across the board federal budget cuts still in effect�the 
impact of those is being felt in the Great Lakes region. We�re joined by Democratic U.S. Representative, Sander 
Levin, who today joined the League of Conservation Voters and Clean Water Action to discuss the effect of the cuts 
on the Great Lakes. Congressman Levin, welcome to the program.

Michigan Radio News: Michigan Senate Work Group Meeting Over Summer to Consider Medicaid Expansion Legislation
Broadcast on 2013-07-09 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:30.  Governor Rick Snyder has called on the legislature to pass a 
Medicaid expansion in Michigan. While the House passed legislation, the Michigan Senate went on summer recess 
without voting on the bill. Now a Senate work group is meeting over the summer to consider the legislation. 
Medicaid expansion has the support of the medical and business community and now, Former GOP House Speaker, 
Rick Johnson, has added his voice to the call for Medicaid expansion. He joins us now, Rick Johnson, welcome to 
the program.

Stateside: Michigan Supreme Court Won’t Give Early Ruling on the Constitutionality of the State’s New Right-To-Work Law
Broadcast on 2013-07-08 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  But first... to the state’s highest court. On 
Friday, the Michigan Supreme Court said it would not  make an early ruling on the constitutionality of the state’s 
new right-to-work law. Governor Snyder had asked the high court to decide the issue before the case made its way 
through lower courts.



The law was passed last December during a very controversial lame-duck legislative session. Under the law, 
workers cannot be forced to pay union dues or fees as a condition of employment.



Let’s bring in Chris Gautz to help us break this all down... Chris is the Capitol Correspondent for Crain’s Detroit 
Business... welcome back to Stateside.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Local Government Leaders’ Level of Trust with Federal, State, and Other Local Governments
Broadcast on 2013-07-02 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  When you think about "the 
government"...local...state...federal ...how much do you TRUST those  leaders whom you’ve elected?



We certainly know that public approval ratings for Congress are at absymally low levels. The latest Gallup poll finds 
78% of US voters DISAPPROVE of the job Congress is doing....only 17 percent approve.



Let’s look more closely at what we all think about our leaders.  Joining us here in the studio....are Charley 
Ballard...who directs the State of the State Survey for Michigan State University...and Tom Ivacko...who does the 
Michigan Public Policy surveys for the University of Michigan’s Center for Local, State and Urban Policy.



Tom, the last time we spoke you gave us a "snapshot" of the state of trust between "we the people" and the leaders 
we’ve elected. Your newest survey looks at what Michigan’s local government leaders think about the federal, state 
and OTHER local governments. What did you find? How much trust IS there??

Stateside: Governor Snyder Continues to Push for Medicaid Expansion
Broadcast on 2013-07-01 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 12:00.  So, let’s begin the hour with politics... that’s as 
Governor Snyder continues his travels around the state� today in Southeast Michigan� to push for an expansion of 
Medicaid. Governor Snyder wants to expand the program � using federal funds � to hundreds of thousands of 
low-income adults.



Snyder has criticized fellow-Republicans in the Senate for leaving Lansing for their summer recess without voting 
on the measure. The state House had already approved the legislation.



Governor Snyder joins us now� welcome back to Stateside!

State of Opportunity Call-In Show: Family Structure and How it Shapes Kids’ Success
Broadcast on 2013-07-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 1:00.  The way we shape our families is changing. 
These very personal decisions get wound up with policies and laws and our own ideas about what works best.



In a special hour-long call-in show, State of Opportunity will take a look at family structure and how it shapes kids’ 
success. We’ll examine the importance of fathers, the impact of single and two parent households, what children 
really need from their families to be successful, and how public policy can support or hinder family success.

Stateside: Summer Vacations for Members of Congress and the State Legislature
Broadcast on 2013-07-11 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 18:30.  What are YOUR summer vacation plans? For 
many in Michigan, it might mean time at the cottage or beach up North.



But, what if you’re a lawmaker...either state or Federal�"summer vacation" may have a different meaning. But, what 
should it? Time to take a break?...Time to be in your district and take the pulse of voters, and hear their concerns?



Let’s talk about summer vacation for members of Congress AND the State Legislature. Joining us is Todd Spangler, 
the D.C.-based reporter for the Detroit Free Press. And looking at Lansing, is Jack Lessenberry, Michigan Radio’s 
political analyst.



Todd...let’s start with Congress...which officially I guess you can say  is never "on vacation".  Is that right?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Senate Panel Serving up Three Medicaid Proposals
Broadcast on 2013-08-01 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  A State Senate panel has voted to make more than 
300-thousand Michiganders eligible for Medicaid in 2014. And that’s not all: the GOP-led Government Operations 
Committee said yes to two alternative plans.



So...from the Senate ticking off Governor Snyder by adjourning without voting on the House-passed Medicaid 
expansion plan...to this Senate Panel serving up not one, not two, but THREE Medicaid proposals...well, it’s a lot to 
keep track of.



Let’s turn to Michigan Public Radio Network’s Lansing reporter Jake Neher for a little help in sorting this all out.



Six weeks ago, the Senate headed home for its summer break without voting on the House passed bill...Governor 
Snyder flew home from Israel to issue a public scolding.



So what happened to get things moving?

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics
Broadcast on 2013-08-28 at 7:51AM; Duration: 03:37.  Jack - let’s begin in Lansing, where most political eyes have 
been watching the Medicaid vote in the state Senate. Late yesterday the Senate approved a bill to expand Medicaid... 
that’s after an initial vote failed. Fill us in - what’s the latest...



There’s been lots of talk, Jack, about Governor Snyder pushing for this expansion... and the Tea Party rallying 
against it... what does this tell you about where Governor Snyder stands - in terms of getting his agenda done? He 
has finally gotten something he’s been pushing for, no?



Meanwhile, earlier this week, Tea Party activist Wes Nakagori announced that he is taking steps to challenge Lt. 
Governor Brian Calley on the Republican ticket next year. 



The Republican nominee for Lt. Governor is NOT chosen by Governor Snyder as some people might think, but 
instead, at a state party convention. Jack - just how likely is it that the GOP would ACTUALLY drop Calley and 
chose little-known Nakagori??

Michigan Radio News: Vote on Bill to Expand Medicaid in Michigan Expected Soon
Broadcast on 2013-08-27 at 4:15PM; Duration: 04:56.  The state Senate could vote on a bill to expand Medicaid in 
Michigan this week.



The legislation would extend health insurance to hundreds of thousands of low-income Michiganders through the 
federal Affordable Care Act. Joining us now is Charles Ballard, an economist with Michigan State University. 
Charlie, welcome back.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan Public Policy Survey
Broadcast on 2013-08-15 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  When it comes to "performance reviews" for politicians, the 
Big One is the one they face at the ballot box.



For Governor Rick Snyder and statelawmakers , THAT performance review comes up in November 2014.



But in the interim, the latest Michigan Public Policy Survey gives us all something to chew on: THIS one looks at 
how local officials view the job Governor Snyder and the State Legislature are doing.



The survey is done by the team at the Gerald R Ford School of Public Policy at the University of Michigan. Tom 
Ivacko is with the Ford School’s Center for Local, State and Urban Policy.



Welcome back, Tom!

Stateside: Flint Mayor Dane Walling Meets with President Obama to Determine how to Reduce Violence Among Young People
Broadcast on 2013-09-10 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  It isn’t every day when the President of the United States 
turns to you for advice.



But Flint’s Mayor Dane Walling is now in that relatively small group who can say exactly that.



Mayor Walling was among 18 mayors who sat down in a White House meeting with President Obama. The topic: 
how to reduce violence among young people...something Dane Walling is faced with every single day. 



That’s because Flint is among the top US cities of more than 50-thousand people with the worst crime rates.



Mayor Dane Walling joins us now... Welcome back to Stateside,

Michigan Radio News: Michigan’s Expansion of Medicaid Under the Federal Affordable Care Act
Broadcast on 2013-09-16 at 5:45PM; and on 2013-09-17 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:49.  Michigan is now 
the 25th state to opt to expand Medicaid under the federal Affordable Care Act. 



Governor Rick Snyder signed the bill into law yesterday.

	

But as Michigan Public Radio�s Jake Neher reports, the state still has a lot of work to do over the next several 
months to make sure the program is a success.

Stateside: What Happens Now with Medicaid Expansion Signed Into Law in Michigan?
Broadcast on 2013-09-16 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  After months of political wrangling and debate, Governor 
Snyder has signed the Medicaid expansion into law. The expansion will provide Medicaid services to hundreds of 
thousands of working-poor in Michigan through the federal Affordable Care Act. 



Joining us now is Chris Gautz - Capitol Correspondent for Crain’s Detroit Business and Chad Livengood, Lansing 
reporter for the Detroit News.



So, gentlemen, after months and months - the Governor has signed the Medicaid expansion into law. What happens 
now with the expansion - because of a procedural issues - it won’t actually go into effect until the Spring, correct?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Auto Insurance Fraud Across Michigan
Broadcast on 2013-09-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  When it comes to trying to wiggle out of paying for auto 
insurance, the creativity of some Michigan drivers seems to know NO BOUNDS.



But to all of those drivers who think they’re getting away with auto insurance fraud, the Michigan Secretary of State 
has a warning: "We’re on to you."



Secretary of State Ruth Johnson is announcing the creation of a task force to fight fraud in auto insurance all across 
Michigan.



Secretary of State Johnson joins us now from Lansing...Welcome!

Stateside: U.S. Representative Dan Kildee Leading Effort for Amir Hekmati’s Release from Iran Prison
Broadcast on 2013-09-23 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  A man from Flint, Michigan has been held prisoner in Iran 
for two years. 



Amir Hekmati traveled to Iran to visit his grandmother in 2011. He was seized by the Iranian government and 
imprisoned. They accuse Hekmati �a former Marine- of spying for the CIA. He and the U.S. Government deny it.



U.S. Representative Dan Kildee has been leading an effort calling for Amir Hekmati to be released. And he joins us 
now.

Stateside: New Report on Lobbyists’ Spending in Lansing
Broadcast on 2013-09-23 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  There�s a new report on lobbyists� spending in Lansing. The 
Michigan Campaign Finance Network has looked at the numbers� and the big change free lunches for legislators� up 
48% from 2012.



Joining us is Rich Robinson of the Michigan Campaign Finance Network to talk about what he�s found.



Now, I want to get the increase in free meals for legislators and administration officials� but really� that�s chicken 
feed compared to the amounts of money lobbyists get to try to influence lawmakers.

Stateside: It’s Just Politics
Broadcast on 2013-09-23 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  The co-hosts of It�s Just Politics were hanging out with 1500 
Republicans this weekend.



Joining us to talk about what the learned at the Mackinac Republican Leadership Conference are Rick Pluta, Capitol 
Bureau Chief for the Michigan Public Radio Network and our own Political Junkie here at Michigan Radio, Zoe 
Clark.



So� lots to talk about. But, let�s start with the out-of-state Republican visitors who might be testing the waters for a 
run for President. Who showed up? What did they have to say?

Stateside: Campaign to Fix the Debt
Broadcast on 2013-09-24 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  Congress is the holder of the purse and we�ve been hearing a 
lot about that recently. The sequester, a possible partial government shutdown, the looming debt ceiling. And, really, 
there are no signals from the Democrats or the Republicans that anyone intends to budge from their positions.



Joining us to talk about that is former Michigan Congressman Bob Carr who is with Campaign to Fix the Debt.



First, tell me a little about Campaign to Fix the Debt. What is the group? Who are the members?]
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan Legislature considering Bills to Overhaul Auto Insurance
Broadcast on 2013-09-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  This Michigan legislature is considering bills that would 
overhaul auto insurance in the state. There are several aspects to this. To help us wade through what�s proposed is 
Jake Neher with Michigan Public Radio Network.



Jake� let�s start with what we have right now.



Michigan�s auto insurance rates averaged out across the state are not the most expensive in the nation. I believe 
we�re ninth highest in the U.S.  But we have the best coverage in the nation. Michigan�s auto insurance coverage 
means if you�re badly hurt, after your health insurance runs out, your auto insurance covers your health care costs 
without limit. And for the most seriously hurt, that can run into the millions of dollars.

Stateside: Moderate Politicians Willing to Find Common Ground That Leads to Compromise
Broadcast on 2013-09-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Once elected, a politician is to work with colleagues to 
design policy to help government operate efficiently and serve the people. Since legislators represent different 
geographical areas of people, they often have to compromise.



That�s where moderates are key. They are not so steeped in ideology and are willing to find common ground that 
leads to compromise.



These days� that sounds rather quaint.



Moderates are rare animals.



Joining us to talk about that are:



Ken Sikkema, Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector Consultants and former Republican state Senate majority 
leader.



And� Jack Lessenberry, Michigan Radio’s political analyst.

Stateside: Michigan’s Medicaid Expansion
Broadcast on 2013-09-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Michigan�s Medicaid expansion has a number of conditions 
demanded by Republicans and accepted by Democrats.

 

One medical expert says Michigan�s Medicaid expansion could be a model for other Republican held states that 
have so far not approved Medicaid expansion, which is a key component for the implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act � or Obamacare.



Dr. John Ayanian is the new head of the University of Michigan Institute for Healthcare Policy and Innovation. He 
made that statement in an article published in the New England Journal of Medicine.



And he joins us now. 



Let�s start with some basics. The Medicaid expansion in Michigan will cover more than 400,000 more people, 
mostly low-income working people starting next year� not in January, but because it was not passed by the Senate 
with immediate effect, but three months later.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

8. Government (Continued):

Stateside: Sequestration Cuts by Congress Being Felt Within the Federal Court System
Broadcast on 2013-09-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Many of us have not noticed the sequestration cuts by 
Congress, but they�re being felt within the federal court system.



87 judges have signed a letter outlining the problems caused by the cuts and they�ve sent it to Congress.



One of those judges is the Chief Judge for the United States District Court of the Eastern District of Michigan.



How much money are we talking about� and how significant is that compared to your overall budget?

10. Legal System/Court Cases:

The Environment Report: Fracking Political Fight Heats Up
Broadcast on 2013-08-08 at 8:50AM and 5:45PM; Duration 04:02.  The Michigan Chamber of Commerce is getting 
into the debate over horizontal hydraulic fracturing.



This is the Environment Report. I�m Rebecca Williams.



Fracking pumps a mixture of water, sand and chemicals into a well under high pressure to force open shale rock 
formations and extract natural gas. Vertical fracking has been done in Michigan for decades. But horizontal fracking 
is much newer. And it uses a larger amount of chemicals and millions of gallons of water per well.



The chamber of commerce has launched a campaign they�re calling �Protect Michigan�s Energy Future.�



Jason Geer is the director of energy and environmental policy at the Chamber. He says they started the campaign to 
push back against a grassroots group that�s trying to ban horizontal hydraulic fracking in Michigan.

Michigan Radio News: Calls in Lansing to Overhaul Michigan’s Parole System
Broadcast on 2013-08-08 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:45.  There are calls in Lansing to overhaul 
Michigan�s parole system. 



Advocates say the state keeps people in prison far longer than necessary.



And as Michigan Public Radio�s Jake Neher reports, they say that costs Michigan taxpayers hundreds of millions of 
dollars every year.

11. Public Health/Medicine:

Michigan Radio News: Michigan Senate Work Group Meeting Over Summer to Consider Medicaid Expansion Legislation
Broadcast on 2013-07-09 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:30.  Governor Rick Snyder has called on the legislature to pass a 
Medicaid expansion in Michigan. While the House passed legislation, the Michigan Senate went on summer recess 
without voting on the bill. Now a Senate work group is meeting over the summer to consider the legislation. 
Medicaid expansion has the support of the medical and business community and now, Former GOP House Speaker, 
Rick Johnson, has added his voice to the call for Medicaid expansion. He joins us now, Rick Johnson, welcome to 
the program.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Stateside: Michigan’s Senate Panel Serving up Three Medicaid Proposals
Broadcast on 2013-08-01 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  A State Senate panel has voted to make more than 
300-thousand Michiganders eligible for Medicaid in 2014. And that’s not all: the GOP-led Government Operations 
Committee said yes to two alternative plans.



So...from the Senate ticking off Governor Snyder by adjourning without voting on the House-passed Medicaid 
expansion plan...to this Senate Panel serving up not one, not two, but THREE Medicaid proposals...well, it’s a lot to 
keep track of.



Let’s turn to Michigan Public Radio Network’s Lansing reporter Jake Neher for a little help in sorting this all out.



Six weeks ago, the Senate headed home for its summer break without voting on the House passed bill...Governor 
Snyder flew home from Israel to issue a public scolding.



So what happened to get things moving?

Stateside: The Affordable Care Act
Broadcast on 2013-07-30 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  But first...Like it or not...for it or against it...Obamacare is 
coming...and coming soon.



The Affordable Care Act requires that most Americans carry SOME form of health insurance beginning next 
January...or pay a fee.



AND by this coming October first....(less than SEVEN months from now!)...states need to have health care 
exchanges in place....where consumers can buy the required insurance.



Last week...the State House agreed to let the state spend a federal grant worth nearly 31-million dollars to help set 
up that health care exchange.



What would it mean for Michigan to partner with Uncle Sam in running this exchange?



For the answer, we welcome back to Stateside Helen Levy. Hi Helen!

Jack Lessenberry: What’s Going on in State Politics
Broadcast on 2013-08-28 at 7:51AM; Duration: 03:37.  Jack - let’s begin in Lansing, where most political eyes have 
been watching the Medicaid vote in the state Senate. Late yesterday the Senate approved a bill to expand Medicaid... 
that’s after an initial vote failed. Fill us in - what’s the latest...



There’s been lots of talk, Jack, about Governor Snyder pushing for this expansion... and the Tea Party rallying 
against it... what does this tell you about where Governor Snyder stands - in terms of getting his agenda done? He 
has finally gotten something he’s been pushing for, no?



Meanwhile, earlier this week, Tea Party activist Wes Nakagori announced that he is taking steps to challenge Lt. 
Governor Brian Calley on the Republican ticket next year. 



The Republican nominee for Lt. Governor is NOT chosen by Governor Snyder as some people might think, but 
instead, at a state party convention. Jack - just how likely is it that the GOP would ACTUALLY drop Calley and 
chose little-known Nakagori??
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Vote on Bill to Expand Medicaid in Michigan Expected Soon
Broadcast on 2013-08-27 at 4:15PM; Duration: 04:56.  The state Senate could vote on a bill to expand Medicaid in 
Michigan this week.



The legislation would extend health insurance to hundreds of thousands of low-income Michiganders through the 
federal Affordable Care Act. Joining us now is Charles Ballard, an economist with Michigan State University. 
Charlie, welcome back.

State of Opportunity: Hard to Pinpoint Why Teenagers Eligible for Medicaid Aren’t Getting Signed Up
Broadcast on 2013-08-27 at 5:45PM; and on 2013-08-28 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 04:12.  Tens of 
thousands of people in Michigan are eligible for no cost, government sponsored health insurance right now and are 
still walking around uninsured. They�re teenagers, and as Michigan Radio�s Sarah Alvarez explains, it�s hard to 
pinpoint just why so many young people eligible for Medicaid aren�t getting signed up.

Stateside: Anti-Vaccination Movement
Broadcast on 2013-08-12 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  But first...Michigan now has the fourth highest rate in the 
nation of parents who do not have their children vaccinated for religious, medical and other reasons. Many simply 
don�t get all the immunization shots required.



Despite adamant statements from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the U.S. Centers of Disease Control that 
vaccines have no link to autism, an anti-vaccination movement is growing online, from parent to parent, and through 
activist celebrities, such as actress Jenny McCarthy.



August is National Immunization Awareness Month and phyisicians are mounting fresh efforts  to get more 
Michigan children fully vaccinated.



This vaccination push begins as the number of children falling ill with preventable diseases is on the rise.



We wanted to see how this story is being played out in the exam rooms of a busy pediatric practice, day-in and day 
out. Joining us in the studio is Oakland County pediatrician Dr Martin Levinson. He’s been practicing medicine for 
33 years....so in that time, how have you seen the resistance grow to having a child vaccinated ?

Stateside: Making Sense of the Affordable Care Act aka "Obamacare"
Broadcast on 2013-09-11 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Well, we’ve been flooded with news coverage of the 
Medicaid expansion in Michigan...the Affordable Care Act...aka "Obamacare"...the soon-to-be unveiled health care 
exchanges. 



But it’s all confusing...and challenging...even to those who work in the field of healthcare coverage.

We wanted to see if we could get a firmer grasp on what all of this means in REAL WORLD terms: who’s in, who’s 
not? What does it mean for you, the consumer?



Joining us is Marianne Udow-Phillips. She’s the director of the Center for Healthcare Research and Transformation. 
It’s a non-profit partnership between the University of Michigan...and Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan. She 
joins us now...welcome to the program Marianne.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

11. Public Health/Medicine (Continued):

Michigan Radio News: Michigan’s Expansion of Medicaid Under the Federal Affordable Care Act
Broadcast on 2013-09-16 at 5:45PM; and on 2013-09-17 at 6:35AM and 8:35AM; Duration 03:49.  Michigan is now 
the 25th state to opt to expand Medicaid under the federal Affordable Care Act. 



Governor Rick Snyder signed the bill into law yesterday.

	

But as Michigan Public Radio�s Jake Neher reports, the state still has a lot of work to do over the next several 
months to make sure the program is a success.

Stateside: What Happens Now with Medicaid Expansion Signed Into Law in Michigan?
Broadcast on 2013-09-16 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  After months of political wrangling and debate, Governor 
Snyder has signed the Medicaid expansion into law. The expansion will provide Medicaid services to hundreds of 
thousands of working-poor in Michigan through the federal Affordable Care Act. 



Joining us now is Chris Gautz - Capitol Correspondent for Crain’s Detroit Business and Chad Livengood, Lansing 
reporter for the Detroit News.



So, gentlemen, after months and months - the Governor has signed the Medicaid expansion into law. What happens 
now with the expansion - because of a procedural issues - it won’t actually go into effect until the Spring, correct?

Stateside: Michigan’s Medicaid Expansion
Broadcast on 2013-09-26 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Michigan�s Medicaid expansion has a number of conditions 
demanded by Republicans and accepted by Democrats.

 

One medical expert says Michigan�s Medicaid expansion could be a model for other Republican held states that 
have so far not approved Medicaid expansion, which is a key component for the implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act � or Obamacare.



Dr. John Ayanian is the new head of the University of Michigan Institute for Healthcare Policy and Innovation. He 
made that statement in an article published in the New England Journal of Medicine.



And he joins us now. 



Let�s start with some basics. The Medicaid expansion in Michigan will cover more than 400,000 more people, 
mostly low-income working people starting next year� not in January, but because it was not passed by the Senate 
with immediate effect, but three months later.

12. Social Policy/Welfare:

State of Opportunity Call-In Show: Family Structure and How it Shapes Kids’ Success
Broadcast on 2013-07-18 at 3:00PM and 10:00PM; Duration 1:00.  The way we shape our families is changing. 
These very personal decisions get wound up with policies and laws and our own ideas about what works best.



In a special hour-long call-in show, State of Opportunity will take a look at family structure and how it shapes kids’ 
success. We’ll examine the importance of fathers, the impact of single and two parent households, what children 
really need from their families to be successful, and how public policy can support or hinder family success.
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

12. Social Policy/Welfare (Continued):

Stateside: The Farm Bill and Food Stamp Programs
Broadcast on 2013-08-01 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  The federal Farm Bill is the focus of the latest political battle 
on Capitol Hill. And in that fight rests the future of SNAP...The Supplemntal Nutrition Assistance Program.



One-point-seven MILLION people here in Michigan...and 47-and-a-half million people nationwide receive federal 
help to buy food. Spending and participation in the food stamp program are at an all-time high.



Funding for the food stamp program is part of the big five-year farm bill. Both the House and Senate have approved 
farm bills, but there’s a big gulf between the two versions.



The Senate’s version would cut about four billion from food assistance programs. Senate Democrats say that would 
root out waste but not strand people in need.



The House version would have cut much deeper...around 20-billion. House Republicans say now that the economy 
is recovering, food assistance can be cut back...and they maintain that President Obama’s expansion of food aid 
during the recession went well beyond what was truly needed. GOP House leaders stripped food aid out of its farm 
bill to get it passed.



So now what? The clock is ticking, because the farm bill and food stamp programs expire at the end of September.



What does this all mean for those Michiganders who receive federal food assistance?



We turn now to Melissa Smith. She’s a senior policy analyst for the Michigan League of Public Policy. It’s a 
Lansing-based group that focuses on social services.



Welcome to the program, Melissa.

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on Republican-Led Bills for Welfare Recipients
Broadcast on 2013-09-19 at 4:25PM; Duration: 05:09.  It�s Thursday. The day we talk Michigan politics with Ken 
Sikkema, former Senate Majority Leader and Senior Policy Fellow at Public Sector Consultants and Susan Demas, 
columnist for MLIVE dot com.



This week, a Republican-led bill to require drug testing for welfare recipients passed in the Senate and now goes to 
the House for a vote. Another bill would require welfare recipients to do some kind of community service in order to 
get cash assistance or a welfare check. Ken, are we looking at what could be a rather large change in the way 
Michigan approaches welfare assistance and also maybe an increase in bureaucracy since the programs have to be 
managed?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation:

Stateside: Self-driving Cars
Broadcast on 2013-07-31 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  Are you ready to let your car do the driving?



Once we thought of the self-driving car as something from science fiction. But since 2000, the technological 
breakthroughs have been coming at ever-increasing speeds. The self-driving car is no longer from the realm of 
fiction



Google sees its driverless car ready for consumers in the next 3-5 years. GM thinks intelligent vehicles will be on 
the roads by 2020. Ford predicts 2025.



And researchers at the University of Michigan are making sure that the Great Lakes State is front and center in 
developing and testing the connected vehicle technology that is essential to the self-driving car.



Let’s look at the future of transportation as we welcome the Director of the University of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute...Dr. Peter Sweatman.



And we welcome the director of Transportation Systems Analysis for CAR...the Center for Automotive Research, 
Richard Wallace.

Stateside: The Future of Personal Transportation
Broadcast on 2013-08-01 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  We continue our conversation about the future of personal 
transportation.



Writer Micki Maynard is looking at what’s happening all around the country in terms of how people are getting 
from point A to point B...and she sees BIG changes on the way.



Micki is the former Detroit bureau chief for the New York Times...and she’s authored four books, including "The 
End of Detroit: How the Big Three Lost Their Grip on the American Car Industry."



And now...she’s got a new project in the works...a proposed e-book called "Curbing Cars."



Micki Maynard joins us here in the studio....welcome back!

Michigan Radio News: Ken Sikkema and Susan Demas on the Politics Behind Transportation Funding
Broadcast on 2013-08-15 at 4:45PM; Duration: 04:57.  Governor Snyder has been calling for increased funding for 
Michigan roads to the tune of 1.2 billion dollars a year. This is one of the items he has not gotten a lot of traction on 
so far. The last time Michigan increased fees and a tax for transportation funding was back in 1997. 



Susan, the Governor proposed an increased fuel tax and a hike in vehicle registration to raise this money�what other 
proposals are out there?
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Section II: Responsive Programs (Continued)

13. Transportation (Continued):

Stateside: Auto Insurance Fraud Across Michigan
Broadcast on 2013-09-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  When it comes to trying to wiggle out of paying for auto 
insurance, the creativity of some Michigan drivers seems to know NO BOUNDS.



But to all of those drivers who think they’re getting away with auto insurance fraud, the Michigan Secretary of State 
has a warning: "We’re on to you."



Secretary of State Ruth Johnson is announcing the creation of a task force to fight fraud in auto insurance all across 
Michigan.



Secretary of State Johnson joins us now from Lansing...Welcome!

Stateside: Truck Driver Shortages in Michigan
Broadcast on 2013-09-17 at 3:00PM; Duration: 18:30.  There’s a specific job crunch in Michigan. And it’s the type 
of job that can impact the costs of doing business...job growth and ultimately, the cost of goods that consumers will 
buy.



The job shortage? Truck shortages. There just aren’t enough drivers for those big rigs.



What’s behind the shortage? What does it mean to you, the consumer? And what kinds of job opportunities exist for 
workers looking to reinvent themselves?



Writer Ted Roelofs reported on the driver crunch in a piece for Bridge Magazine...with what might be one of the 
best titles ever: "Breaker breaker one-nine, trucking jobs dying on the vine". Ted Joins us from Kentwood. And, 
Ted, just why are truck jobs dying on the vine in Michigan?

Stateside: Michigan Legislature considering Bills to Overhaul Auto Insurance
Broadcast on 2013-09-25 at 3:00PM; Duration: 12:00.  This Michigan legislature is considering bills that would 
overhaul auto insurance in the state. There are several aspects to this. To help us wade through what�s proposed is 
Jake Neher with Michigan Public Radio Network.



Jake� let�s start with what we have right now.



Michigan�s auto insurance rates averaged out across the state are not the most expensive in the nation. I believe 
we�re ninth highest in the U.S.  But we have the best coverage in the nation. Michigan�s auto insurance coverage 
means if you�re badly hurt, after your health insurance runs out, your auto insurance covers your health care costs 
without limit. And for the most seriously hurt, that can run into the millions of dollars.


