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2017 Q1 

KKBG-FM / KLEO-FM (KBIG FM) 

- :60-second newscasts run Monday-Friday at 5:50 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m., 4:50 

p.m., and 5:50 p.m. 

- :60-second newscasts run Saturday at 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., and 8:50 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar, a rotation of up to 14 public service announcements (two at a time), runs 

throughout the day on a 24-hour basis. 

- Community Focus, a periodic interview segment, airs Saturday mornings at 5 a.m. 

 

KAPA-FM / KAGB-FM (KAPA Hawaiian FM) 

- :60-second newscasts run Monday-Friday at 6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:20 a.m., 7:50 a.m., and 8:20 

a.m. 

- A :30 surf report runs Monday-Friday at 6:20 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar, a rotation of up to 14 public service announcements (two at a time), runs 

throughout the day on a 24-hour basis 

- Community Focus, a periodic interview segment, airs Sunday mornings at 5 a.m. 

 

KPVS-FM / KLUA-FM (The Beat FM) 

- :60 second newscast airs at 8:40 a.m. 

- :60 Athlete of the Week segment runs Monday-Friday at 6:50 a.m. and 7:50 a.m. 

- A :30 second surf report runs Monday-Friday at 6:45 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar, a rotation of up to 14 public service announcements (two at a time), runs 

throughout the day on a 24-hour basis. 

- Community Focus, a periodic interview segment, airs Saturday mornings at 5 a.m. 

 

KHLO-AM / KKON-AM (The Big Island’s ESPN Radio) 

- Kokua Calendar, a rotation of up to 14 public service announcements (two at a time), runs 

throughout the day on a 24-hour basis. 

- Community Focus, a periodic interview segment, airs Sunday mornings at 4 a.m. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

- Jan. 6 – Girls High School Basketball broadcast between Hilo and Konawaena High Schools 

- Jan. 11 – High School Basketball broadcast between Konawaena and Kamehameha-Hawaii High 

Schools 

- Jan. 23 – High School Basketball broadcast between Honokaa and Keaau High Schools 

- Jan. 27 – Girls High School Basketball Championship doubleheader broadcast 

- Jan. 30 – Girls High School Basketball Broadcast between Hilo and Mililani High School 
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- Feb. 4 – Girls High School Basketball State Championship broadcast between Maryknoll and 

Konawaena High Schools 

- Feb. 6 – Boys High School Basketball broadcast between Ka`u and St. Joseph schools 

- Feb. 10 – Boys High School Basketball Championship doubleheader broadcast 

- Feb. 13 – Boys High School Basketball Broadcast Between Kailua and Konawaena High Schools 

- Feb. 21 – Interview with Marlene Hapai, talking about the Portuguese Day in the Park and the 

continued fundraising to build a Portuguese Cultural Center in Hilo. 

- Feb. 22 – Interview with Kara Fujita Jovic, talking about the Hawaii Film Challenge 

- March 29 – High School Baseball Broadcast between Waiakea and Kamehameha-Hawaii 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



` 

Statement of Governor David Ige on immigration to 
the United States 

 

For Immediate Release 

January 29, 2017 

 

Gov. David Ige today issued the following statement on immigration to the 
United States: 
 

"I have been in contact with Attorney General Doug Chin regarding several 
orders issued by the federal courts in the last 24 hours. We believe these 
orders apply to all U.S. international airports, including those in Honolulu and 
Kona, and expect legal travelers to this country to be welcomed in Hawai‘i 
without being detained unlawfully by the federal government. 
  
"Refugees entering the United States are screened by 
the National Counterterrorism Center, FBI, Defense and State departments, 
and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Refugees fleeing from war and 
persecution seek, simply, a better life. 
  
"Hawai‘i has a proud history as a place immigrants of diverse backgrounds 
can achieve their dreams through hard work. Many of our people also know all 
too well the consequences of giving in to fear of newcomers. The remains of 
the internment camp at Honouliuli are a sad testament to that fear. We must 
remain true to our values and be vigilant where we see the worst part of 
history about to be repeated." 
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Governor calls for reboot of school system in remarks at 
the 3rd Annual Hawai‘i School Empowerment 

Conference 

  
For Immediate Release 

January 14, 2017 

  
HONOLULU – Gov. David Ige today promised to reshape the Department of 
Education to support dreams and aspirations of each student in remarks he made 
at the 3rd Annual Hawai‘i School Empowerment Conference at the Hawai‘i 
Convention Center. The conference was sponsored by the Education Institute of 
Hawai‘i, a non-profit organization committed to improving public education in 
Hawai‘i. The annual conference aims to increase awareness and deepening 
understanding of the effort to improve public education through school 
empowerment and innovation in learning. 
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Kau Community Will Have More Access to Doctors with Donation from HMSA and American Well 
  
  

BOSTON, MA, and Honolulu, HI (January 13, 2017) –  American Well, the leading national telehealth 
technology company, and the Hawai‘i Medical Service Association (HMSA) today announced a new 
collaboration to bring telehealth visits with doctors to residents of the Ka‘u community on Hawaii Island. 
  
The companies have donated a kiosk for HMSA’s Online Care® for video doctor visits at the Ka‘u Rural 
Health Community Association’s (KRHCAI) Resource and Distance Learning Center on Puahala Street. 
Until now, Ka‘u residents would often travel one to two hours to the nearest clinic. This donation makes 
the KRHCAI’s Resource and Distance Learning Center a new and important destination for convenient 
health care services. 
  
In addition to providing better access to care, the kiosk will establish a new internship for clinical 
support staff (certified nurse aides, community health workers, and practical nurses) on how to educate 
others in underserved areas on the benefits of telemedicine technology. 
  
"KRHCAI's board of directors is excited and eager to promote the use of the telehealth kiosk in our rural 

medically underserved community because many who don't have medical insurance, primary care, or 
access to specialists often wind up in the emergency room or are hospitalized, which adds to the high 
cost of health care,” said Jessie Marques, KRHCAI executive director. “When residents talk with a doctor 

through the telehealth kiosk, they’ll receive timely care and assistance that they otherwise would not 
have had access to. And they’ll avoid unnecessary emergency room visits or hospitalization." 

  
KRHCAI improves the lives of underserved community members through programs and outreach 
focused on health, education, research opportunities, and economic sustainability. The Ka‘u Rural 
Health Academy is a good example of an educational program that serves University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
students and for whom the kiosk internship will serve as an opportunity to learn and then educate 
remote communities in critical need of health care access. 
  
“Serving the Ka‘u community has been HMSA’s privilege for generations,” said HMSA President and 
Chief Operating Officer Michael Stollar. “We deeply appreciate our partnership with the Ka’u Rural 
Community Association to connect residents with doctors on Hawaii Island and with specialists on Oahu, 
Maui, and Kauai through HMSA’s Online Care. These innovations are part our Māhie 2020 vision to 
improve the health and well-being of everyone in the state of Hawaii.” 

  
Danielle Russella, President of Consumer solutions at American Well, noted, “American Well has always 
believed that we could use the power of technology to deliver care further into communities – 
particularly if access is a real barrier – and where it’s most needed.” 

  
“We have the unique advantage to take what we’ve developed and use it to make a profound impact on 
people’s lives. With our longtime partner HMSA and through their relationship with the Ka’u Rural 
Community Association, we’re contributing to healthier living by making care easier and more 
accessible.” 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
  

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
  

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
NR17-02 
Jan. 10, 2017 

  
THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I READY TO IMPLEMENT HAWAI‘I INTERAGENCY BIOSECURITY PLAN 

Provides 10-Year Framework for Invasive Species Prevention 
  

HONOLULU - The State of Hawai‘i, in a broad coalition of stakeholders led by the Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Land and Natural Resources, has finalized the State’s first interagency and 

comprehensive biosecurity plan to protect Hawai‘i’s agriculture, environment, economy and health. In the past, 
individual federal, state, and local agencies have tried their best to address and manage the issues related to 
biosecurity within the context of their own agencies.  
  
“The State of Hawai‘i now has a coordinated comprehensive plan to tackle the threats and harms from invasive 
species,” said Gov. David Ige. “I’m proud to announce that over the last year, several of my key state agencies 
have been working together with public and private stakeholders to develop the first Interagency Biosecurity 
Plan. This plan will provide a 10-year framework to prevent invasive species from entering our borders, detect 
them once they have entered the state, and better manage the established invasive species that are already 
within our state.” 
  
The threats of invasive species are real and threaten our way of life. The Islands are home to more endangered 
species than any other state. These invasive species threaten Hawai‘i’s economy and natural environment and 

the health and lifestyle of its people and visitors. They replace native ecosystems, diminish fresh water quality 
and quantity, and increase disease and other human health concerns.  
  
Invasive species have devastating impacts on our $600 million agricultural industry through crop damage and 
costly mitigation measures. Stinging ants, biting snakes, and other pests are also a threat to our $14.9 billion 
tourism industry. 
  
The scope of the Hawai‘i Interagency Biosecurity Plan addresses all three biosecurity areas including pre-
border (for example, agreements on handling and treatment of products before they enter the state), border (for 
example, inspection authorities and technologies), and post-border (for example, tools and capacity for 
response after invasive species have become established). The benefit of a comprehensive interagency plan is 
that it facilitates actions and policies across a wide range of agencies and partners. The plan includes roughly 
150 action items assigned to various agencies and stakeholders, with specific details on how and when to best 

implement each action. 
  
“We have to be smarter in using state resources by working together and collaborating across and within their 
agencies.  We just don’t have the financial and human resources to do it by ourselves, the problem is much 
greater than just a Department of Agriculture issue,” emphasized Scott Enright, chairperson of the Hawai‘i 
Board of Agriculture. “This plan gives us the framework or path to better address and manage the problems of 
invasive species.” 
  
"This is really an example of many hands working together to achieve the best outcome," said Suzanne Case, 
chairperson of the Department of Land and Natural Resources. "Our environment, our food, and our people are 
all interconnected. Using a cross-sector approach is the best way we can work to protect Hawai‘i." 
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HAWAIʻI CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 
  

WILLIAM D. HOSHIJO 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 10, 2017 

$65,000 SETTLEMENT IN HILO PREGNANCY DISCRIMINATION CASE 

  

HONOLULU – Hawaiʻi Civil Rights Commission (HCRC) Executive Director William Hoshijo today announced 

the settlement of a complaint brought by an employee against a Hilo business, alleging that her employer failed 

to reinstate her after a pregnancy-related disability leave, denied her a reasonable accommodation for her 

pregnancy-related disability, and terminated her because of her pregnancy. 

  

The employee claimed that after she informed her immediate supervisor that she was pregnant, her manager 

made negative and derogatory comments about the inconvenience caused by her pregnancy.  She was told by 

her manager that the company could not hire temporary employees to accommodate her need to take 

pregnancy-related leave.  Approximately 1½ weeks after beginning unpaid pregnancy-related disability leave, 

she was told to remove her things from the workplace to “make room” for two newly hired employees.  After 

giving birth and after being released to return to work by her physician, the company refused to reinstate the 

employee and terminated her employment. 

  

Hawaii’s fair employment law protects pregnant employees by requiring employers to provide leave for an 

employee who has a pregnancy-related disability, with or without pay, for a reasonable time to be determined 

by the employee’s physician.  State law also requires reinstatement to the pregnant employee’s original job or 

to a position of comparable status and pay when the employee is released to return to work after pregnancy-

related disability leave.  Finally, state law prohibits termination because of pregnancy. 

  

Employers are allowed to require a pregnant employee to obtain medical verification of her inability to work due 

to pregnancy-related disability. 

  

Under the terms of settlement, the employer agreed to pay $65,000 to the employee, adopt a non-

discrimination policy, and provide non-discrimination training for its supervisors and managers.  The case was 

settled in conciliation, after a determination that there was reasonable cause to believe that illegal 

discrimination occurred, but before litigation and before a final decision was issued by the Commission. 

  

“Although the identity of the parties is confidential at this stage,” explained HCRC Executive Director Hoshijo, 

“the settlement serves as an important reminder that pregnancy discrimination is unlawful.” Hoshijo added, “We 

used to see more pregnancy discrimination complaints, but now see fewer as employees and employers learn 

more about their rights and responsibilities under our civil rights laws.” 

  

The Hawaiʻi Civil Rights Commission is responsible for enforcing state civil rights laws that prohibit 

discrimination in employment, housing, public accommodations, and state-funded services. 
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The Suicide Prevention Training class 'safeTALK' will be offered to residents and visitors on 
Friday January 27, 2017 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm at the Community Hale at the West Hawai'i Civic 
Center at 74-5044 Ane Keohekalole Highway. The class is offered free of charge and participants 
must be 15 yrs. or older. 
Please call (808) 333-8988 to preregister for the class. 

 

DON'T MISS THE FIRST MEETING 

We are starting a new REIA (Real Estate Investors Association) in Kailua-Kona (West Hawaii REIA)  

Our first meeting will be on Thursday, January 19 from 6 to 8 PM at Honua Studios. The address is 73-4855 

Kanalani Street, which is just below Costco (same building/parking lot as  

Overstock N Discounts) 

 

Monthly on the 3rd Thursdays 

 

Open to all levels of investors, beginners to experienced. Network with others, learn from investors who are 

investing in Hawaii, see real deals analyzed, hear about local and national real estate hot topics. 

 

For more information visit: www.westhawaiireia.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:(808)%20333-8988
http://www.westhawaiireia.com/
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KEIKI TRIATHLON & FAMILY FUN DAY 

  
We have an exciting Keiki Triathlon & Family Fun day happening on 
Saturday, January 21, 2017.  The event will start with the swimming, 
followed by bicycling and end with the run at the Pahoa Regional 
Recreation Facility.  
  
Children ages 7 through 14 are invited to register at 7:00 am - 8:30 am at 
the Pahoa Pool entrance.  The event will begin at 8:45 am.  
  
Children must be accompanied by parent or guardian.  All participants must 
supply their own bicycle (tricycles and training wheels are acceptable), 
helmet, and covered shoes.  Swim goggles are optional.  A safety briefing 
will be given to all participants prior to the start of the race.  The 13-14 age 
group will start first, followed by the 10-12, then the 7-9 age group.  Medals 
will be forwarded to the top three boys and top three girls for each age 
group.   All finishers will receive a Certificate of Participation.  
  
Additional activities include music, entertainment, lots of community 
resources, food vendors and much more!  
  
This is a drug and smoke free Family Event sponsored in part by the 
County of Hawaii Department of Parks and Recreation, County of Hawaii 
Community Policing and the Youth Empowerment Services (YES) Group of 
Puna.  
  
The goal of this event is to build and strengthen communities by providing 
positive activities for youth and families.  
  
For more information, please call Jacob at 965-2704. 
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Kailua-Kona Library Celebrates 25th Anniversary   

The Kailua-Kona Public Library will celebrate its 25th Anniversary from Feb. 22 – 

Mar. 2. Everyone is invited to join in the celebration at 75-138 Hualalai Rd.  

            

“The Kailua-Kona Public Library began serving patrons in 1972,” said Branch Manager Denise 

Stromberg.  “After four moves in 20 years, the library finally settled into its permanent home when the new 

10,500 square foot building was completed and opened in a leap year – on Feb. 29, 1992.  Our branch is the 

second largest and second busiest library on the Big Island.  We are proud to offer a variety of materials, 

quality programs, and great services to the diverse population of the Kona community.” 

  

Retired librarian Irene Horvath, who opened the new library, said, “The community was 

so happy to finally have a new library building with access to expanded services and 

collections.  Their patience was certainly rewarded!”  

  

The library will highlight these Hawaii State Public Library System digital resources at 2 

p.m. on the following days.  Staff will conduct demonstrations; bring your personal 

devices to learn and follow along:    

•         Feb. 22 – OverDrive Day – eBook, Audiobook 

•         Feb. 23 – Zinio Day – eMagazine 

•         Feb. 24 – Mango Languages Day – Learn a foreign language  

•         Feb. 28 – OneClick Digital Day – Audiobook     

•         Mar. 1 – New HSPLS Website Day      

•         Mar. 2 – HSPLS App Day                            

  

On Feb. 25 at 2 p.m., come celebrate the library’s 25th Anniversary with a slack key 

guitar performance by Na Hoku Hanohano Award winner John Keawe.    
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Join the Hawaii Island Portuguese Chamber of Commerce at 
 

Dennis Aguiar Portuguese Day in the Park 

Sunday, February 26 th , 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at 

 

Gilbert Carvalho Park in Hilo 

 

Enjoy Portuguese music, dance and card games. 

Visit the Portuguese Language Table. 

 

Search ship logs and manifests to discover family and friends 

 

New this year: 

 

Portuguese children’s dances and Marshall Arts demonstration 

 

and a Portuguese Fashion Show 

 

Buy malasadas, pickled onions, Portuguese Sweet Bread, sausage and hot dogs.; 

 

Day in the Park T-shirts and Totes 

 

10:00 am Portuguese singing, dancing, marshall arts demonstration, fashion show 

 

11:00 Hawaii County Band 

 

Noon - Portuguese Bean Soup and bread served fresh from the stone oven, 

 

compliments of the Chamber 

 

Come see how you can help support the Chamber’s building of 

a Portuguese Cultural and Educational Center in Hilo 

 

Person of Contact: Marlene Hapai, HIPCC President, 966-9894, mhapai@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mhapai@aol.com
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‘ACTIVE SHOOTER/ACTIVE VIOLENCE’ AWARENESS 
PRESENTATION THIS THURS., FEB. 2, 2017 - WAIMEA 
CMTY ASSN. TOWN MEETING  
 
Knowing what to do if caught in an “active shooter or active violence” situation can save lives, including 
your own. 
  
Therefore, Waimea Community Association will devote its Town Meeting this Thurs., Feb. 2, 2017 from 
5:15-7 p.m., to an Active Shooter/Active Violence Awareness presentation by Lt. Thomas A. Shopay, 
III with Hawai’i Police Department’s Special Response Team 
  
“As much as we’d like to think this could never happen here, we must be prepared.  Sadly, today, 
knowing what to do, how to respond is important for every adult – parents, grandparents and caregivers, 
teachers, business owners, kahu, coaches, public workers, store owners and employees – you name 
it,” said WCA President Patti Cook.  
  
This presentation is recommended for all adults. 
  
The meeting will be in Waimea School Cafeteria and the entire community is invited.  There is no charge 
to attend WCA’s monthly Town Meetings. 
  
“When we first started planning this, it was called “active shooter” awareness but Lt. Shopay advises us 
that the terminology is evolving to “active violence” because incidents are now occurring without the use 
of firearms, but rather with other means - vehicles, edged weapons, etc.  The principles discussed in the 
presentation will apply to all active violence encounters, not just active shooters, said Lt. Shopay.  
  
An “active shooter” or “active violence” situation involves an individual engaged in killing or attempting to 
kill people in a confined and populated area.  In most cases, active shooters use firearms and there is no 
pattern or method to their selection of victims.  Active shooter/active violence incidents are often 
unpredictable and evolve quickly.  In the midst of the chaos, anyone can play an integral role in mitigating 
the impacts of such an incident, said Lt. Shopay.  
  
During the presentation, video clips will be shared depicting incidents in a workplace, public area such as 
a food court or shopping center, and at a college.  
  
The meeting will begin with an introduction of Hawai’i County’s newly appointed Police Chief Paul 
Ferreira, who will be introduced by Waimea’s volunteer Police Commissioner Guy Schutte.  
  
Also included in the meeting will be brief updates on Hawai’i County Council business by Council Chair 
Val Poindexter and Council Member Tim Richards, followed by an announcement about the 24th Annual 
Waimea Cherry Blossom Heritage Festival from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sat., Feb. 4, 2017.  
  
For more information, call Patti Cook (937-2833) or go 
to www.WaimeaTown.org or www.Facebook.com/WaimeaCommunityAssociation  
 

 

 

 

http://www.waimeatown.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WaimeaCommunityAssociation.
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Pu'uhonua o Hōnaunau National Historical Park  

Press Release – For Immediate Release 

www.nps.gov/puho 

Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death (ROD) Presentation in Park Amphitheater 
  
Pu‘uhonua o Hōnaunau National Historical Park presents an evening program about Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death in the park’s amphitheater on 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017,  at 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
  
Corie Yanger, an Educational Specialist at the Komohana Research & Extension Center in Hilo will  share current information about 
Rapid  ‘Ōhi‘a Death (ROD) and how it affects the Big Island and Big Island residents. 
  
Corie received her B.S. degree in Biological Aspects of Conservation from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and her M.S. degree in 
Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science from the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo. She has six years of experience 
working for the Native Plant Restoration Program and Inventory and Monitoring Program at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. 
  
This is a fee free event. 
  
For more information contact Ranger Charles T. Hua: (808) 328-2326   Ext. 1241 

 

 

Public Service Announcement 
Community Emergency Response Team 

Basic Training 
Saturday, February 25, March 4, 11, and 18, 2017 

Hilo Class 
- Start - 

Would you know how to respond in an emergency or when disaster strikes? 
  
The Hawaii County Civil Defense Agency has scheduled an in-depth, 4-day Community 
Emergency Response Team or CERT Basic Training Course in Hilo.  Training will take place 
over 4 consecutive Saturdays starting February 25th and be held at the Aupuni Conference 
Center located at 101 Pauahi Street. 
  
This CERT Basic Training Course provides participants with classroom and hands-on 
instruction in safety, fire suppression, first aid, light search & rescue, emergency 
communications, and more.  If you are interested in basic emergency awareness, developing 
personal response knowledge and skill sets, and you can commit to 4 consecutive Saturdays, 
sign-up online at hawaiicert.org or call Civil Defense at 935-0031 for more information.  
  
There is no charge for this training, but seating is limited, so reserve your seat today. 
  
Again, sign up online at hawaiicert.org or call Civil Defense at 935-0031 for more information. 
  
This course could help save your life. 

http://www.nps.gov/puho
tel:(808)%20328-2326
http://hawaiicert.org/
http://hawaiicert.org/
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PRESS RELEASE 

From: Hawai’i Island Chamber of Commerce 

CONTACT: Miles Yoshioka, Hawai`i Island Chamber of Commerce Office, Ph: (808) 935-7178, 

admin@hicc.biz 

RE: HICC Golf Tournament 

Whitey Rose Memorial President’s Cup Golf Tournament 

President Mike Kaleikini of the Hawai`i Island Chamber of Commerce has announced the fund raising 

and fellowship 

event, the Whitey Rose Memorial President’s Cup Golf Tournament chaired once again by Barry 

Taniguchi and Newton 

Chu. The tournament will be held on President’s Day, Monday, Feb. 20, 2017 at the beautiful Big Island 

Country Club, 

check-in at 7:30 a.m., tee time at 8:30 a.m. The format of the tournament will be a 2-person scramble 

and will feature 

contests with fabulous prizes donated by generous Hawai‘i Island businesses, golf 

courses and resorts. 

To promote fellowship between HICC members and to encourage others to join the Chamber, we are 

inviting all members 

and the public to participate in this fun tournament. Special early-bird $140 entry and $30 

President&#39;s Package Greenie 

Contest fees going on now if paid by Jan. 31. Fees will be $150 and $40 resp 
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AARP Study Shows Dramatic Rise in Health Insurance Premiums 

for Older Hawaii Residents Under AHCA 

  
For Immediate Release:                               Contact: Craig Gima (c) 221-8813, (o)545-6006 

March 22, 2017                                                            cgima@aarp.org, @AARPHawaii 
  
A 64 year old in Hawaii, making $25,000 a year, would see their health insurance costs rise by $6,791 if the American 

Health Care Act, the bill to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act, passes Congress in its current form. 
  
A 55-year-old Hawaii resident making $25,000 would see a $3,578 premium increase, according to a state-by-state study 

by AARP’s Public Policy Institute that was released today. 
  
The health care bill currently being debated in the Congress would increase costs and risks for older Americans. The bill 

would dramatically hike premiums by imposing a tax on healthcare for older Americans. 
  

 “The American Health Care Act is a bad bill that will hurt older Americans, making health insurance unaffordable for 

lower- and moderate income people in Hawaii,” said Barbara Kim Stanton, AARP Hawaii State Director. “It’s a double 

whammy for people 50 to 64 years old, who are too young for Medicare. They would see their premiums increase by 

thousands of dollars because insurance companies would have free rein to charge older Americans more than everyone 

else for the same coverage.  At the same time, the bill will cut tax credits that help lower and moderate income people 

afford insurance.” 
  
AARP’s Hawaii numbers are part of another study released today that concluded that adequate premium tax credits are 

vital to maintain access to affordable health coverage for older adults. The study found that 3-million low-to moderate-

income older adults ages 50 to 64, including 5,000 people in Hawaii, rely on tax credits under the Affordable Care Act to 

purchase health insurance. 
  
The “flat” tax credit proposal in the American Health Care Act would provide substantially less assistance for lower- and 

moderate-income older adults by as much as $5,900 f or an individual. 
  
The bill would also hike premiums for people over 50 by changing what insurance companies can charge older people 

from three times more than other people to five times more. 
  
“Congress should not rush this bill through. Health care and insuring access to health care is too important,” Stanton said. 

“AARP is strongly against the Age Tax and other aspects of the bill that will give tax breaks to drug companies and 

increases profits for insurance companies while cutting tax credits and dramatically increasing costs and risks for older 

Americans. This is not a bill to reform health care it is a special interest corporate care bill.” 
  
AARP’s analysis is along the same lines as the Congressional Budget Office, which determined on Monday that 24 

million Americans could lose their health insurance over the next 10 years if the American Health Care Act passes. The 

CBO analysis estimated that a 64-year-old making $26,500 would see premium increases of $12,900 in 2026. They would 

go from paying $1,700 now to $14,600. 
  
The AHCA would also fundamentally change Medicaid through caps and block grants, which will essentially shift costs to 

the state. That threatens services at home and in the community that seniors count on. 
  
It shortens the life of Medicare, leaving the door open to benefit cuts and Medicare vouchers. 
  
Instead of giving drug companies tax breaks and boosting insurance company profits, AARP believes Congress should be 

reducing skyrocketing health care and prescription drug costs. 

 

mailto:cgima@aarp.org
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Amazing Scholarship Opportunity for West Hawaii Students offered by Rotary Club of Kona 

 

Kona, Island of Hawaii – March 21, 2017 – The Rotary Club of Kona Community Foundation offers 

multiple annual scholarship opportunities to students of West Hawaii. The generous scholarships are 

available through donations to award deserving high-school and college students much needed funds to 

continue their studies and help with expenses such as tuition, fees, books and supplies. 

A total of eleven scholarships are made available every year and are geared towards students as follows: 

The Ken and Marge Clewett Scholarship award offers $8,000 over four years for undergraduate studies 

for students graduating in June 2017 from a West Hawaii High School. The Ron and Kathy Hawkes 

Vocational Scholarship gives $2,000 over two years for vocational or trade school study for students 

who have graduated from a West Hawaii High School. The Jim and Sis Bedingfield Scholarship is geared 

towards 2017 West Hawaii High School graduates seeking post-secondary education with $4,000 over 

four years. In addition, four $1,000 scholarships are specifically designated for students that are 

graduating from high school in June 2017 and enrolling in Hawaii Community College- West Hawaii 

Palamanui Campus. There are four $1,000 scholarships that are designated for 2 nd year Palamanui 

students. 

Interested students should be community-minded, have a financial need, provide academic and 

scholastic achievements and volunteer in extra-curricular activities or leadership roles. Selection criteria 

and applications are available at all West Hawaii High School and Palamanui administration offices or 

through contacting the Rotary Club of Kona Community Foundation – Scholarship Review Committee, 

PO Box 3570, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745. Application deadline is April 10, 2017. All qualified entries are 

welcome. 
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Business Community To Host Meeting On Legislative Efforts 
To Revitalize Hilo And Banyan Drive 

  
The public is invited to attend and hear from coalition representatives and area legislators on the various, proposed 
economic development measures that have been introduced this legislative session. The measures are aimed at 
providing much-needed tools and mechanisms to attract investment and foster partnerships that will help revitalize 
the local economy while promoting a healthy environment where East Hawai‘i families can thrive. 
  
The coalition includes Kanoelehua Industrial Association, the Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Hawai‘i 
and the Hawai‘i Island Economic Development Board. 
 
a coalition of individuals and organizations focused on improving the East Hawai‘i economy will hold a community 
meeting to discuss legislative efforts that will guide in the revitalization of Hilo and Banyan Drive.  The entire East 
Hawai‘i caucus has been invited to attend, as the Legislature is in recess. 
  

When: 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

  
Time: 

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
  

Location: 
Grand Naniloa Hotel - Hoomalimali Room 
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‘Āina Mauna Christmas Tree Planting Call For Volunteers 

Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association Hosts Third Annual Tree Planting 

Hawai‘i Island (February 17, 2017)—Imagine Hawai‘i having the holiday tradition of getting the 

family together to visit a tree farm and selecting their own Christmas tree. The Hawai‘i Forest 

Industry Association (HFIA) invites interested community members to help make this vision a 

reality by volunteering for its ‘Āina Mauna Christmas Tree Planting on Friday, March 3 from 8 

am to 12:30 pm on the slopes of Mauna Kea. Those interested in growing Christmas trees on 

other lands are encouraged to also attend this planting. 

 

HFIA’s ‘Āina Mauna Christmas Tree Planting involves outplanting Douglas fir trees on 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands in the Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua area on Hawai‘i Island. Aileen 

Yeh, Hawai‘i Agriculture Research Center Horticulturalist and Researcher, will lead the 

volunteer efforts. 

 

Volunteer Sign Up 

Interested volunteers should sign up early as space is limited. Email hfia@hawaiiforest.org or 

call 933-9411 by February 27, 2017. 

 

What To Wear 

The planting site is located at an elevation above 6,000’ and may be chilly or rainy. It’s 

recommended that volunteers bring a jacket or a raincoat. Wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and 

sunscreen and expect dirt and/or muddy conditions. Refreshments and bento lunches will be 

provided. 
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CALENDAR LISTING – WEST HAWAII 

Contact: Maura Dolormente 

Cell: (808) 342-3819 

Date: February 15, 2017 

 

SPRING INTO ACTION 

Spring into action and save lives. Spring break is a great time to make a difference. Check out 

what location and day are most convenient for you, then make an appointment at BBH.org. 

March West Hawaii Blood Drives 

Please note: Drives are subject to change. 

Date Location Time 

Wednesday, March 08, 2017 Mauna Kea Beach Hotel – Sexton Gallery 10:15 am- 2:45 pm 

Thursday, March 09, 2017 LDS Kona Stake Center - Cultural Hall 7:00 am- 3:30 pm 

Friday, March 10, 2017 LDS Kona Stake Center - Cultural Hall 7:00 am- 1:00 pm 

Sign up to save lives today. The general requirements to be a blood donor are simple: 

 Be in good health 

 Be 18 years of age or older (16-17 year old donors with signed Blood Bank of Hawaii 

parent/legal guardian consent) 

 Weigh 110 pounds or more (Additional height/weight requirements apply for female 

donors 16-18 years old) Bring photo ID with date of birth 

 Have photo ID with date of birth 

To make an appointment or for more information, call Blood Bank of Hawaii at (808) 848-4770 

or visit BBH.org. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: Rae Nguyen, marketing@kona-kohala.com, 329-1758 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  
Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce Presents 2017 Mayoral Luncheon March 2 Featuring Mayor Harry Kim, 
County of Hawai‘i Leadership and Business Expo 

  
KAILUA-KONA, HAWAI‘I ISLAND—Mayor Harry Kim and select cabinet members discuss opportunities 
and challenges to West Hawai‘i’s economy at the Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce (KKCC) 2017 
Luncheon 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Thurs., March 2 at the Sheraton Kona Resort & Spa at Keauhou Bay. 
  
Sponsored by the Hawaii Community Federal Credit Union, Hawaii Water Service and Pacific Media Group, 
the annual luncheon offers a unique opportunity for the local community to meet with county 
department representatives in a casual setting. 
  
Attendees will have the opportunity to have lunch with a specific county department, as well as pose 
questions to the mayor and cabinet heads. Issues discussed may include update on county priorities, 
roads and infrastructure, affordable housing, mass transit and opportunities for economic development 
in West Hawai‘i. 
  
In addition, attendees can also learn about new and existing KKCC businesses at the Chamber’s annual 
Business Expo, which precedes and follows the banquet. Times are 10 -11:30 a.m. and 1:30-2 p.m. 
  
General admission is $68; Chamber and Rotary members $58. RSVP by Monday, February 27; no walk-ins 
are allowed. For more information and/or to register, visitwww.kona-kohala.com or call the Chamber 
office, 808-329-1758 

 

 

mailto:marketing@kona-kohala.com
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