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*Enclosed is a listing of some of the significant issues to which Kansas Public Radio 
(KANU-Lawrence 91.5 FM, KANH-Emporia 89.7 FM, KANV-Olsburg/Junction City 
91.3 FM, and KANQ-Chanute 90.3 FM) responded, along with some of the most 
significant programming treatments of those issues for the period of time specified.  This 
listing is by no means exhaustive, and a more complete, detailed listing can be found in 
the official KANU news archives.  The order in which the issues appear has no 
significance, and does not reflect any particular priority for these stories.  



TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story



FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2021

1. Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service examined the history of wind power 
in Kansas, visiting the town of Montezuma. Montezuma was the first town in the 
state to install a large-scale wind farm, and over the last twenty years, the people 
of that region have come to like the cleanliness of the energy and the jobs the 
wind farm has brought to the region. 
(BG-WINDPART1.wav) – aired 10-05-21 – ME/R – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
________________________________________________________ECO/ENV

2. Part 2 of Brian Grimmett’s series on wind power in Kansas focused on the future 
of large-scale wind farming as the nation turns its focus to an increase in greener 
energy. The industry has enjoyed spectacular growth in the last two decades, but 
maintaining that growth will require a massive investment in electrical 
transmission lines and other energy infrastructure. 
(BG-WINDPOWER2.wav) – aired 10-06-21 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
________________________________________________________ECO/ENV

3. KPR continued its occasional series on the bicentennial of the Santa Fe Trail with 
an installment on how Native Peoples utilized the trail. Native Americans were 
creating regularly-used trails well before the Santa Fe Trail was established, and 
producer Dave Kendall explored how and why these pathways became commonly 
used. 
(JDS-SANTAFE-10.wav) – aired 10-11-21 – ATC/R – length: 5:55 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
______________________________________________________HI/ENV/RR

4. Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service reported on pharmacy 
middlemen, who process pharmacy claims and serve as mediators between 
pharmacies and drug companies. Health plans and the employers who contract 
with them need to be aware of the amount of money going to these middlemen 
rather than directly for the cost of the drugs themselves. 
(CLJ-KSPHARMA.wav) – aired 10-21-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________________ECO/HE



5. Suzanne Perez reported on the chronic shortage of substitute teachers in Kansas 
amid the pandemic and the ongoing national labor shortage. Educators say the 
high turnover in these positions could have long-term negative outcomes for 
students. 
(KNS-SPSUBS.wav) – aired 10-19-21 – ME/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
______________________________________________________ECO/ED/HE  

6. Suzanne Perez and Stephen Koranda of the Kansas News Service discussed the 
shift of time, focus, attention, and money into local school board races. School 
board meetings have become an important focus in the protest movement against 
the inclusion of so-called Critical Race Theory tenets into school curricula. 
They’ve also become a hot spot for protests against the use of masks in the fight 
against COVID-19. 
(SK-SCHOOL2WAY.wav) – aired 10-27-21 – ME/R -- length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________ED/HE/RR/HI

7. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre hosted an hour focused on the history of LGBTQ 
representation and visibility in Lawrence and Kansas for a special episode of KPR 
Presents. 
(KPRPRESENTS-101021.wav) aired 10-10-21 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 – 
airtimes: 1 pm, 6 pm 
_________________________________________________________HI/ED/HS

8. KPR’S Kaye McIntyre rebroadcast an episode in which 12 Kansas veterans talked 
about their experiences in the Vietnam War. This came as public television 
stations in Topeka, Kansas City, and across the country were set to air a new 
documentary series called “American Veteran,” which tells the stories of the men 
and women who have served in the U.S. military. 
(KPRPRESENTS-102421.wav) – aired 10-24-21 – KPR Presents – length: 59:00 
– airtimes: 1 pm, 6 pm 



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2021

1. David Condos reported on the aftermath of critical economic decisions made by 
two cities that were vying to becoming the home of what was then the world’s 
largest meatpacking plant. Garden City, Kansas ended up as the site chosen by 
IBP, and the city has grown substantially. Lamar, Colorado was not, and the 
town’s fortunes have declined dramatically. 
(KNS-2CITYMEAT.wav) – aired 11-01-21—ME/R – length: 7:06 – airtimes: 
6:50am, 8:35 am 
_____________________________________________________ECO/AG/ENV

2. The second part of David Condos’s 2-part series on the economic and social 
consequences of the IBP meatpacking plant choosing to set up business near 
Garden City focuses on the challenges being faced as the area saw record 
population growth. The meatpacking jobs pay well, and have drawn thousands to 
the region, and that has meant the city has had to adapt and cope with 
accommodations and services for the newer arrivals, who continue to stream into 
the area. 
(DC-MEATPACK2.wav) – aired 11-02-21 – ME/R – length: 7:05 – airtimes: 
6:50am, 8:35am
_________________________________________________ECO/AG/ENV/CR
 

3. Former Kansas U.S. Congressman Dennis Moore died on November 2, 2021. 
Laura Ziegler provided an overview of Moore’s career in public service and the 
causes he championed while representing the Kansas 3rd Congressional District. 
(KCUR-MOOREFEAT.wav) – aired 11-03-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:26 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________POL/ECO/HI

4. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed the water challenges being faced in 
western Kansas. The Ogallala Aquifer is under threat, and the region’s agriculture 
leans heavily on irrigation with water drawn from the resource. Various programs 
encouraging conservation and more efficient water stewardship have been put into 
place, but eventually the state will have to address the underlying problem...the 
water being taken out of the aquifer is not being replenished quickly enough to 
maintain the level of outflow farmers have become accustomed to over the last 
century. 
(RB-WATERWOES2.wav) – aired 11-03-21 – ATC/C – length: 3:21 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 6:44pm
_____________________________________________________ENV/AG/ECO



5. Harvest Public Media’s Elizabeth Rembert reported on a group of beef ranchers in 
Nebraska attempting to start up their own beef processing plant. They say the so-
called “Big Four” meat processors have unfair restrictions and purchasing 
practices, and that the pandemic has exposed major problems in the current cattle 
industry business model. 
(HPM-RANCHERS-2.wav) – aired 11-04-21 – ME/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV

6. Blaise Mesa reported on the staffing problems at Kansas prisons. Workers report 
long hours and increased inmate lockdown periods in order to keep the facilities 
operational. There were calls for legislative action to address the problems in 
2017 and 2019, but analysts say the situation has only gotten worse since the start 
of the pandemic. 
(KNS-SHORTAGES.wav) – aired 11-09-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________ECO/CR/HE

7. KPR continued its occasional series on the bicentennial of the Santa Fe Trail. This 
installment featured the stories of Mexicans, Native Americans and others who 
used the trail and how their cultures and cultural traditions spread along its path.
(JDS-SANTAFE-11.wav) – aired 11-10-21 – ME/R – length: 5:41 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________________HI/RR 

8. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported on the measures the state of Kansas has taken to 
allow private corporations an unprecedented amount of leeway in redacting public 
documents. That policy has made it hard to hold companies accountable for their 
actions, and more difficult to scrutinize government involvement. 
(CLJ-REDACTION.wav) – aired 11-18-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

9. Harvest Public Media and Investigate Midwest produced a series of stories on the 
amount of money public universities take from agribusiness corporations. “Big 
Ag U” examined the degree to which universities can be swayed by that money in 
an era when states are becoming increasingly stingy with their public universities. 
(HPM-AGU1.wav) – aired 11-22-21 – ME/R – length: 3:48 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
(HPM-AGU2.wav) – aired 11-23-21 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
(HPM-AGU3.wav) – aired 11-24-21 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
_________________________________________________AG/ED/ECO/ENV



10. David Condos reported on the challenges facing Latina political candidates in 
southwest Kansas. Despite that area being predominantly Hispanic, there are a 
number of hurdles Latina women face in trying to achieve higher political office, 
from racism to sexism to fundraising issues.
(KNS-LATINA.wav) – aired 11-29-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________RR/POL/ECO 



KPR NEWS SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 2021

1.  Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service spoke with Dr. Lee Norman, the former 
Kansas Secretary of Health. Norman was fired from the position after heading up 
the state’s pandemic response. They discussed why Norman and other public 
health officials around the nation became such figures of controversy. 
(JM-NORMANEXIT.wav) – aired 12-01-21—ATC/R – length: 3:40 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm 
__________________________________________________________HE/POL

2. Former Kansas Senator Robert J. Dole died at the age of 98. During his time in 
public service, he acted as Senate Majority Leader, Senate Minority Leader, U.S. 
Senator for Kansas, U.S. Representative for Kansas, State Representative for 
Kansas, and was the Republican Party nominee for President in 1988. He was 
known for his ability to strike deals across party lines and for his work on behalf 
of veterans, the disabled, and Kansas farmers. Kaye McIntyre provided an 
overview of Dole’s life and career. 
(DOLE-KM2.wav) – aired 12-06-21 – ME/R – length: 5:05 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
7:45am
_______________________________________________________POL/HI/KU

3. Brian Grimmett reported on charity donations made by monopoly utilities in 
Kansas. Consumer advocates say the practice is a funneling of customer money to 
donations that are often used for political purposes. 
(BG-UTILCHAR.wav) – aired 12-07-21 – ME/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
____________________________________________________ECO/POL/ENV

4. Celia Llopis-Jepsen continued her series of reports on pharmaceutical company 
middlemen, and how these corporations profit from acting as intermediaries 
between manufacturers, pharmacies, and large insurers. The state of Kansas 
recently reached a multi-million-dollar settlement with one of these companies for 
having overcharged the state Medicaid program. 
(KNS-MEDMIS.wav) – aired 12-10-21 – ATC/R – length: 3:48 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
______________________________________________________HE/CR/ECO

5. The final installment of KPR’s series on the bicentennial of the Santa Fe Trail told 
the story of how railroads came to displace foot and animal traffic along the trails 
that had opened the West to commerce and in-migration. Some railroads even 
followed closely along the original trails, such as the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa 
Fe Railroad. 
(JDS-SANTAFE-12.wav) – aired 12-15-21 – ME/R – length: 5:56 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
__________________________________________________HI/RR/ECO/POL



6. Education reporter Suzanne Perez of the Kansas News Service provided an 
overview of the ongoing conflict surrounding so-called Critical Race Theory and 
the way in which history and social studies are taught in Kansas schools. What 
had started out as opposition to CRT has evolved into a variety of “culture war” 
attacks on educators, school board members, and school administrators. 
(KNS-CRTCONTRO.wav) – aired 12-16-21 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
____________________________________________________ED/POL/RR/HI

7. Abigail Censky of the Kansas News Service reported on how Kansas abortion 
providers have been called upon to treat women from neighboring states as 
abortion access has been curtailed. Kansas providers are being inundated with 
women from across the Southeast, Texas and Oklahoma seeking help. But the 
future of abortion access in Kansas is itself unclear, as a constitutional question 
will appear on the state ballot that could have profound implications for the right 
to privacy. If a pending constitutional amendment is passed, it could end the right 
to receive abortion services in Kansas. 
(KNS-ABACCESS.wav) – aired 12-22-21 – ME/R – length: 3:53 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 7:45am
___________________________________________________HE/POL/HS/RR

8. An episode of KPR Presents focused on Notable Kansas Books of 2021, featuring 
Prairie Bachelor: The Story of a Kansas Homestead and the Populist 
Movement by Lynda Beck Fenwick, Cheyenne Ledger Art by Fort Robinson 
Breakout Survivors by Denise Low and Ramon Powers, and What Sound is 
Morning? by Grant Snider. 
(2021-prairie-bachelor-fri2pm_m-571635626.mp3)
(2021-12-05-21-grant-snider-572685698.mp3)
(2021-12-05-21-denise-low-ramon-57384352.mp3) – aired 12-12-21 – KPR 
Presents – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 6pm 
____________________________________________________________HI/AR

9. KPR Presents featured readings, poetry, music and remembrances from KPR staff 
in celebration of the seasonal holidays, with submissions from J. Schafer, Tom 
Parkinson, Laura Lorson, Darrell Brogdon, Cordelia Brown and more. 
(2021-12-19-21-1verymerrykprpre-400623087.mp3)
(2021-12-19-21-2verymerrykprpre-402058947.mp3) – aired 12-19-21—KPR 
Presents – length: 59:00 – airtimes: 6pm
______________________________________________________________AR




