
WMPH Quarterly Issues and Programs
July - September 2018

  
Issues identified as important to the community 
included: (additional issues addressed are 
elsewhere in this Public File)

1. During summer months, area youth who rely on public schools for 
two meals a day can go hungry.  What is the Brandywine School 
District’s response in terms of basic nutrition?

2. Here on the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr, who recalls what happened, and how has the city of 
Wilmington recovered from the 9-month National Guard 
occupation?

3. When school stress, relationship pressure, and sibling noise 
overwhelm a teenager, what strategies can they use to find a 
peaceful place of personal sanctuary?

4. The dog breed of pit bull is often portrayed as genetically or 
naturally violent or combative, a danger to the community.  Is this 
fair, or are pit bulls a product of abusive training practices?

5. What entry-level employment opportunities exist for people 
graduating from high school?  What are they like?

6. People of color seem to employ a kind of prejudice based on skin 
tone amongst themselves, and it’s not helping anyone.  What is 
“Colorism” and why do people practice it?

7. Why is it so difficult for people emerging from serving prison 
sentences to find gainful employment?  What needs to be done?

8. Public school districts employ different systems of “alternative 
schools” for students with behavior issues.  What are they, how do 
they work, and are they working?
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Issues-oriented programs conducted on WMPH 
which respond to identified issues (also archived at 

www.wmph.net):

• “BrandyDine Bus Visit” was an audio montage 
created by WMPH Radio Summer campers from 
sounds and interviews gathered in July 2018 of 
school district nutrition department staffers and the 
mobile kitchen.

Saturdays at 2:00pm and Sundays at 6:00am and 
archived at www.wmph.net under Public Affairs 
Shows.

• Public Affairs Program: “Shots Rang Out” was an 
audio research project outlining what happened in 
Wilmington in the days, weeks, months after Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was killed.  Experts were 
interviewed to remember the times and speculate 
about our current state.  

http://www.wmph.net
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Saturdays at 2:00pm and Sundays at 6:00am and 
archived at www.wmph.net under Public Affairs 
Shows.

• Public Affairs Program: “SRO Extension” final audio 
research projects build past historical events to 
reveal lasting effects of racial unrest on present-day 
Wilmington, post 1968.  Experts and students 
collaborate to form possible solutions for the city’s 
future.  Subtopics covered:  

o Black protest movements, then and now
o Arrest and sentencing discrepancies still 

prevalent today, and ACLU responses
o Interpersonal relationships then and now, and 

race-related micro-aggressions

Saturdays at 2:00pm and Sundays at 6:00am and 
archived at www.wmph.net under Public Affairs Shows.

• Sanctuary Pieces:   Students gather audio and 
recorded essays in order to produce final audio 
projects about the stressors in their own lives and 
the places they go to find peace and Sanctuary.

http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
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• Passion Podcast:   “Pit Bull Podcast” combines an 
interview with a dog breeding expert with research 
to shed light on whether pit bull aggressiveness is 
“nurture or nature”.

• Audio Postcard (APC):  “The Gun Range APC” was 
a study of sounds and voices of clients at a local 
gun store and shooting range.   Student recorded 
voices calling for caution and common sense 
regarding issues of gun safety and mental health 
concerns.  Weekdays after 7:00pm and archived at 
www.wmph.net under Audio Postcards.

• Audio Postcards:  “Home Depot APC” and 
“Barbershop APC” were studies in sound which 
also served to give insight into jobs or careers in 
barbering and retail. Weekdays after 7:00pm and 
archived at www.wmph.net under Audio Postcards.

• Public Affairs Program: “Shades of Us” was an 
audio research project examining the discrimination 
based on skin tone employed by some people in 
communities of color. Saturdays at 2:00pm and 
Sundays at 6:00am and archived at www.wmph.net 
under Public Affairs Shows.

http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
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• Public Affairs Program: “Hard Knock Life” was an 
audio research project examining the epidemic of 
gun and other violence in the city of Wilmington.  
Saturdays at 2:00pm and Sundays at 6:00am and 
archived at www.wmph.net under Public Affairs.

• Public Affairs Program: “Jobs After Prison” was an 
audio research project examining the difficulties 
faced by ex-offenders seeking employment after 
they have served their time.  Saturdays at 2:00pm 
and Sundays at 6:00am and archived at 
www.wmph.net under Public Affairs Shows.

• Public Affairs Program: “School-To-Prison Pipeline” 
was an audio research project examining the 
disproportionate likelihood for incarceration among 
teens of color, and the possible remedies.  
Saturdays at 2:00pm and Sundays at 6:00am and 
archived at www.wmph.net under Public Affairs.

http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
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• “Behind The Microphone” student-led interview with 
Megan Pauly, Youth Media Producer for Delaware 
Public Media about careers in broadcast journalism, 
and digital media.

Other continuing regular programs of note designed 
to educate and inform our community about issues 
of importance to them:

• The Carline Conversation (TCC) – Brief features 
about effective people and programs serving 
families in the Brandywine School District.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 3:15pm

• Public Affairs Shows – DPM/Generation Voice 
projects where students create in-depth features on 
topics which relate to the school or greater 
community.  Saturdays at 2:00 and Sundays at 
6:00am and archived at www.wmph.net under 
Public Affairs.

http://www.wmph.net
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• Behind The Microphone (BTM) – Interviews with 
professionals in the local radio broadcast industry. 
Tuesday nights at 8:00pm.  
Archived at www.wmph.net under BTM.

• Local Artist Profile (LAP) – Freshmen first 
interviews with area musicians and singer-
songwriters.  Wednesday nights at 8:00pm and 
Sunday afternoons at 3:00pm.
Archived at www.wmph.net under LAP.

• The Superintendent’s Playlist (SIP) – Brandywine 
Schools superintendent or his proxy curates an 
hour of music meaningful to the host, answered by 
a WMPH student co-host.  Thursdays at 8:00am 
and Sundays at 7:00pm.  
Archived at www.wmph.net under SIP.

• We Remember – Freshman radio students learn 
about musical icons who have died in the preceding 
year, recalling their careers with brief 15-minute 
audio biographies.  Tuesdays at 8:00pm and 
9:00pm and Saturdays at 6:00am. Archived at 
www.wmph.net under We Remember.

http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
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Issues Show Descriptions

Descriptions of these other student-produced 
shows and features also run on a weekly or 
twice-weekly basis:

Half Pasts

These short 5-7 minute features are about issues which are important to students, 
featuring interviews with people they have access to.    Half Pasts run at half past 
the hour approximately every other hour on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

Misc Student Shows

Some students elect to produce music shows, 30- or 60-minute audio research 
projects in which students educate WMPH audience about their most recent music 
discoveries.   

• We Remember is one such show, Tuesdays at 9:00pm, Saturdays at 6:00am 
and archived at www.wmph.net under We Remember.

• Students are encouraged to produce and air self-directed shows of this nature 
often throughout the school year.

The Carline Conversation

Short student interviews with people who work for the Brandywine School District or 
with BSD partner agencies to help them connect with parents waiting in school 

http://www.wmph.net
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parking lot car lines to pick up students at our BSD elementary and middle schools.  
Issues covered include: 

TCC interview Issue First aired
Rachel Hershkowitz Financial Aid form (FAFSA) day 

in the BSD
Jan 2018 continued 
into this quarter

Brooks Twilley MPHS STEM program mission Jan 2018 continued 
into this quarter

Madelynn Matthews JROTC program teaches 
leadership skills and fitness

March 2017 continued 
into this quarter

Margit Olsen No Name Calling Week Jan 2018 continued 
into this quarter

Jennifer Baczewski Foreign Exchange Student Pgm Jan 2018 continued 
into this quarter

Student Voice Podcasts

Besides being posted on the PODCAST page of www.wmph.net, these student-
produced short podcasts are mixed in with the WMPH music randomly every 
weeknight at 7:00pm after NPR News and APM’s “Marketplace”.   Student Voice 
Podcasts are always about issues, joys or concerns of their student producers.   
“Passion Podcasts” are on topics that students can address at length with some 
level of expertise, such as making raps and beats, summer fun, video games, 
professional sports, school code of conduct, sneakers, bullying and cyberbullying, 
school dress code, etc.   Weeknights from 7:00 – 8:00pm and archived at 
www.wmph.net under Podcasts.

Community Partners Interview  

Student interviews with point people from civic groups and non-profit 
organizations and local corporations who collaborate with or work for the 
Brandywine School District’s initiatives.  Emphasis on service to students and 
their families, outreach to parents and the community at large.

The Carline Conversation

10-15 minute program designed to communicate with parents waiting in 
elementary school car pickup lines.  Comprised of talks with school principals 
and other administrators, or program providers working in or with Brandywine 

http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
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School District (BSD).   Intended as outreach and improved communication 
with district parents/guardians and the wider community.

Behind The Microphone  

Student-led and –produced interviews with employees of local radio stations 
or other media.   Discussions range from career choices to academics to 
employment tips to a day in the life of a radio station employee.   Mondays at 
8:00pm and Saturdays at 5:00am, archived at www.wmph.net under BTM.

Local Artist Profile

Student interviews with regional music talent who play on WMPH, singer-
songwriters or members of bands.  Subjects revolve around persistence and 
consistency in the practice of music, music careers and other alternate career 
pursuits.  Wednesdays at 8:00pm, Saturdays at 3:00pm, archived at 
www.wmph.net under LAP.

The Superintendent’s Playlist

The Superintendent’s all-music show is hosted by administrators and other 
education leaders from around the district and state.  Adults model proper 
radio hosting skills for students, such as embracing musical diversity, 
enthusiasm for the material, and use of research to inform and entertain an 
audience comprised of varying demographics.   Thursdays at 9:00am and 
Sundays at 7:00pm, archived at www.wmph.net under SIP.

http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
http://www.wmph.net
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Public Service Announcements

30- and 60-second public service announcements (PSAs) air twice every 

hour on WMPH, 24 hours a day.  Approximately 100-120 announcements 

(pre-recorded by students or outside parties) make up the WMPH PSA 

pool.  A list of the PSAs in the pool which aired over the quarter is on the 

following pages.   They aired at this frequency:

24 hours x 2 = 48 PSAs per 
day

Each PSA ran approx. 
every other day

48 PSAs daily x 120 
days/QTR = 5760 PSAs ran 
in the past quarter

Each PSA ran approx. 60 
times

A record of Public Service Announcements aired on WMPH may be 

found in StationPlaylist files in the main air studio.

Respectfully Submitted by  ______________________   date _________

Primary Contact:  Paul Wishengrad, CTE Teacher, WMPH Manager (302) 563-7825

Other Contact (to gain access):  Melanie Koli, Guidance Secretary, (302) 762-7125 


