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ISSUE: Business  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Robot Farming  

   

Date: 7/1/2018 

 

Time: 5am 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

SPRINGFIELD - Robots developed by researchers at the University of Illinois are helping 

Midwest farmers in the fields. 

 

University of Illinois professor Girish Chowdhary designed small robots that work beneath the 

crop canopy. He said they can do research and spot trouble. 

 

“It will help them find diseases and pests and other issues before they could be spotted from the 

air,” Chowdhary said. 

 

The robots are meant to provide weed control for corn and soybean farmers at a reasonable cost. 

 

“Obviously, technology like this will cost some amount of money, but we are trying to keep that 

cost under $10,000,” he said. 

 

Some models are priced at $5,000 and are already in use in fields by early adopters. 

 

Robots already help dairy and produce farmers with large-scale production and harvesting across 

the country. One of the biggest challenges Chowdhary and other researchers encounter is trying 

to make robots that can function under a variety of conditions, on any terrain and in any weather. 

 

It’s hard to make a robot autonomous in mud and rain, he said. 

 

“Now it’s becoming more and more possible because they’re making more progress in (artificial 

intelligence),” Chowdhary said. “But, not just A.I., it’s also other things such as lightweight 

manufacturing.” 

 

Will robots eventually help to alleviate the labor shortage in agriculture? Chowdhary said it’s 

already happening in many states. He also said the goal is not to replace humans in farming. 

Rather, he believes robots can help reduce labor costs and make farms more efficient. 

 

“Making food more accessible is what robots can do,” he said. “I think it’s all about augmenting 

the people who are working on farms so they can do their job better.” 

 



ISSUE: Government  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE:Budget Priorities   

  

Date: 7/1/2018 

 

Time: 5pm 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

SPRINGFIELD - The state budget Illinois that was enacted Sunday is the largest spending plan 

in state history, but it has plenty of critics who have questioned the state's priorities.  

 

The $38.5 billion spending plan passed with bipartisan support before the May 31 deadline. The 

budget that comes in at more more than 1,200 pages passed only hours after it was fully unveiled 

for lawmakers and taxpayers alike. Governor Bruce Rauner swiftly signed it into law. It takes 

effect July 1. It’s the first approved budget signed by Rauner in his three-and-a-half years in 

office. 

 

The plan uses all of the $5 billion income tax increase from 2017. The tax hike was approved by 

lawmakers over the governor’s veto. It increases funding for all levels of education by hundreds 

of millions of dollars. However, the Illinois Student Assistance Commission said the budget does 

not not include funding for the Illinois Veteran Grant Program “to provide for compensating 

institutions for waiving the tuition and fees for qualified applicants.” 

 

“Although, ISAC will not be able to reimburse institutions for 2018-19 IVG awards, reporting of 

enrollment hours must still take place so that benefit usage (i.e., eligibility units) can be 

accurately assessed to students’ accounts,” ISAC said in an online post. 

 

The state’s spending plan does set aside $53 million for improvements to the Quincy Veterans 

Home, but that’s only a quarter of what the Rauner administration estimated for a fix that 

includes purchasing and renovating a nearby facility while a new one is built. 

 

Other spending in the budget includes more than $200 million for projects related to the Obama 

Presidential Center in Chicago. 

 

State Representative David McSweeney, R-Barrington Hills, was one of only a few who voted 

against the budget. 

 

“I would put money for the veterans way before I’d put money for the Obama Center, let’s put it 

that way,” McSweeney said. “Even though that was in the capital component of the budget.” 

 

McSweeney said he’s not against the Obama Center. However, he said the center should be 

funded by private donations rather than taxpayers. 

 



Regardless, McSweeney said the budget isn’t balanced. 

 

Major credit ratings agencies have also reviewed the state’s budget. S&P criticized the spending 

plan for assuming savings that can’t be guaranteed such as pension buyout plans that need 

retirees to volunteer to participate. Fitch said the budget is at risk because of court-ordered state 

employee raises to the tune of $400 million that aren’t budgeted. Both also said the budget isn’t 

structurally balanced because of the state’s massive unfunded pension liability and backlogged 

bills. 

 

Rauner said the budget is a compromise and a step in the right direction, but said it could have 

gone further. 

 

“While this budget can be and will be balanced with some hard work, it does not allocate 

significant money to pay down debt and that’s a failing,” Rauner said. “I was very disappointed 

and frustrated with that.” 

 

Illinois has $130 billion unfunded pension liability and as of Thursday more than $6.4 billion in 

backlogged bills. 
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TITLE:Miller Park Holiday Rules   
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Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - The Bloomington Police Department is implementing temporary rule 

changes for Miller Park during Independence Day. 

 

BPD says for the holiday, pets are not allowed in the park and any sort of firework (legal or 

illegal) is not permitted. Additionally, bicycle riding in the park is prohibited, no alcohol is 

allowed, and nosie ordinances for loud vehicles and loud stereos will be enforced. 

 

BPD also noted anyone who violated those rules will be asked to leave Miller Park with the 

possibility of receiving an ordinance violation. Violators may be arrested if a person's actions 

warrant such action. 

 

A street closure will also be in effect during the Fourth of July celebrations. Morris Avenue 

between Wood Street and Butchers Lane will be closed to vehicle traffic starting at 1 p.m. 

 

 



ISSUE: Crime  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE:Police Investigate Shots Fired  

  

Date: 7/2/2018 

 

Time: 5pm 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington Police are investigating a report of gun shots that reportedly 

occurred Sunday evening on the city's west side. 

 

Bloomington Police officers were called to the 800 block of West Washington Street shortly 

before 6 p.m. following reports of gun shots. Upon arrival, officers spoke to a witness who said 

they heard gun shots and saw a black male holding a handgun while running west from the area. 

Another witness told officers they heard several gun shots and saw a black male enter a 

burgundy sedan before speeding away from the area. 

 

No injuries were reported. Officers searched the area but no evidence of a shooting was found. 

 

The suspect is described as a black teenager, between 15-16 years old, with a mustache and long-

braided hair. 

 

Anyone with information is asked to contact the Bloomington Police Department at (309) 820-

8888. To remain anonymous, contact McLean County Crime Stoppers at (309) 828-1111. 

 

Patrick Baron can be reached at patrick.baron@cumulus.com. 
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TITLE: Alderman Frustration  
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Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington Alderman Diana Hauman, who announced Monday she's not 

running for re-election next year, says elected leaders don't respect each other.    

 



Speaking with Sam Wood on WJBC's Afternoon Report, Hauman declined to blame any one 

person or particular event for the council's dysfunction. However, Hauman is frustrated at her 

inability to make the council work together as a cohesive unit.    

 

"It's not all my responsibility, but I did feel with my background in organizational development 

and leadership development, (and) teamwork, that I would have more of a positive impact on 

helping us with a common vision," Hauman said.   

 

Hauman's announcement came only a week after criticizing the process that led to the selection 

of Decatur City Manager Tim Gleason to manage Bloomington's city government. Hauman 

supported Gleason's appointment, but said the selection process was not effective and she 

believed the council didn't work as a team.    

 

Hauman has represented Ward 8, which covers parts of Bloomington's east and southeast sides, 

since Mayor Tari Renner appointed her in September 2014.  She was elected to a full term the 

following year, and ran for mayor against Renner in 2017.     

 

Hauman advised the next Ward 8 alderman to have thick skin.   

 

"Listen to the people whose opinions and advise you respect, and try to let some of the 

naysayers, thank them for the input, but try not to let the naysayers get you down," she said.   

 

Hauman ruled out a future run for mayor and hopes the council will work on economic 

development during her final months in office.    

 

ISSUE: Business  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Alderman Frustration  

  

Date: 7/2/2018 

 

Time: 7pm 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

NORMAL -  Landlords of apartments and mobile homes will have to provide on-site recycling 

for their residents following action Monday night by Normal's Town Council.    

 

The council adopted the ordinance on a 4-2 vote despite objections from Steve Snyder, co-owner 

of Ironwood Gardens, Normal's largest multi-family development with 454 apartments.      

 

"The ordinance as proposed is burdensome and expensive to landlords, and needs to be 

defeated," said Snyder.   

 



He called the measure a "one-size-fits-all" mandate that could eliminate up to 28 parking spaces 

if a recycling bin has to be placed in each of the property's 14 dumpster areas. Snyder says there's 

no way to control whether tenants will dump non-recyclable items in the containers.    

 

Councilman R.C. McBride says tenants want the service and there will be cost savings by 

reducing trash sent to the landfill.     

 

"It makes economic sense. It makes environmental and sustainable sense. It seems to be kind of a 

no-brainer," said McBride.    

 

Council member Kathleeen Lorenz voted no, saying the process lacked input of real world 

experiences.   

 

"I think we do have a common goal here, but it's the process, and sometimes the process and how 

you get someplace is just as important as the goal itself," Lorenz said.      

 

Councilman Jeff Fritzen also urged patience, suggesting a pilot program come first.   

 

"We've been a community that has embraced the idea of recycling and diversion of materials 

from the landfills, but we've also been a community that's shown patience with that process," 

said Fritzen.   

 

Council member Scott Preston indicated earlier that he objected to the ordinance, but he did not 

attend Monday night's meeting.    

 

Landlords have until August of next year to provide recycling bins and hire private contracters to 

collect the recyclables.  Violators will be subject to $100 daily fines.   

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Overnight Shooting  

  

Date: 7/3/2018 

 

Time: 7pm 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington Police say a man was wounded early this morning in a 

shooting on the city's west side.    

 

The shooting happened about 1:10 this morning at 607 West Jefferson.  Police say the man was 

taken to a local hospital for treatment of non-life threatening injuries. 

 

There have been no arrests, and police have not released other details.   



 

This is the second report of shots fired in the neighborhood since Sunday evening, but police say 

they're not aware of any connection.  

 

Officers say they were called about six o'clock Sunday night to the 800 block of West 

Washington where a witness reported hearing gunshots and seeing a black teenager with a 

handgun running from the area.  Another witness, who also heard gunfire, reported seeing the 

teen speeding off in a burgundy sedan.      

 

Police say they found no evidence of a shooting in the area, and no injuries were reported.  The 

teen is described as being 15 to 16 years old, with a mustache and long-braided hair.    

 

Anyone with information is asked to call Bloomington Police or McLean County Crime 

Stoppers.    

 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Dwight Country Club Robbed  
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Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

DWIGHT - The Livingston County Sheriff's Department is searching for the man suspected of 

robbing the Dwight Country Club. 

 

Police responded to the call shortly after midnight Tuesday morning of a theft at the country 

club. Video evidence shows a man with glasses wearing a Nike t-shirt and a University of 

Illinois hat entered the country club during regular business hours. He reportedly entered an 

office in the country club and stole approximately $2,500.  

 

Anyone with information is asked to contact the Livingston County Sheriff's Department or 

Detective DeMoss at (815) 844-2774. 
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LIVINGSTON CO - The Livingston County Sheriff's Department is warning residents about 

scammers going around the county this summer. 

 

Livingston County Sheriff Tony Childress says the scammers approach households and offer tar 

and chip driveway job. Upon completion, the individuals exponentially raise the price of their 

work. Childress said the will likely target the elderly. 

 

"Be alert to this type of activity," said Childress. "Also alert any elderly relatives [residents] may 

have to this kind of activity." 

 

Childress said the department received a description of two of the scammers. He said there is a 

third individual that the department hasn't gotten any information on. 

 

"One is a black male, one is a white male, and they were possible driving two white pick-up 

trucks," Childress said. "They also had one black pick-up truck, which obviously was driven by a 

third individual that we did not get a description on." 

 

The Livingston County Sheriff's Department Chief Deputy said while the men may actually do 

the work, it becomes an issue when they start scamming the homeowners. 

 

"The problem arises when they show up at an elderly person's house specifically, and they'll do 

that work and bid it for $700 and the next thing you know they're bullying these people into a 

bunch of money," he said. 

 

If any resident comes across these scammers, they are asked to contact the Livingston County 

Sheriff's Department. 
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NORMAL - Furry friends can now join their owners on the train as Amtrak announces pet friendly 

train rides leaving Normal.  

 



Amtrak announced that Dogs and Cats up to 20 lbs. can join their owners on all trains including the 

five trains that leave out of Normal headed for Chicago or St. Louis. Amtrak Media Relations 

Director for Illinois Marc Magliari, said it is extremely easy to take a pet on board.  

 

"It's pretty easy if the pet is fairly small and will fit into a pet carrier and is kept under your seat and 

at your feet, you are welcome to come along anywhere on the Lincoln Service route anywhere 

between St. Louis and Chicago," said Magliari.  

 

Since the pilot program began in Illinois in 2014 and permanent in 2015, more than 5,600 pets have 

been safely carried with their care-givers on the state-sponsered Amtrak trains with a Chicago hub.  

 

"We started this as a trial in 2014 and with all of the construction and improvements on the Chicago 

and St. Louis route we thought it would be best not to do this since we were still using some buses 

for some segments of the route," Magliari said. "All of that is behind us so this route joins all of the 

other Amtrak midwest routes in the five states [Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Missouri] as being pet 

friendly."  

 

Magliari said there is a fee however of $25 or 800 Amtrak Guest Rewards points for travel each way. 

Magliari added this is perfect timing for travel this summer either going to Chicago or St. Louis.  

 

"[This is just] in time for the opening of school this fall or in time for some get away if you are 

coming up [to Chicago] for a Cubs vs. Cardinals game or going to St. Louis for all of the fun down 

there and don't want to leave the fairly small cat or dog at home then bring them along," said 

Magliari.  

 

Magliari said more and more riders will bring their pets on board now that the train leaving Normal 

allows pets.  

 

"Right now the number of people [bringing their pets on board] is pretty small, but that number will 

grow now that you can [bring your pet onboard] the train leaving Normal," said Magliari. 
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SPRINGFIELD - The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that a person doesn’t hand over their right to 

privacy just because they use a mobile phone. 

 

In the opinion released last month, the high court ruled that a man convicted of a string of robberies 

was wrongly tracked by the government that got his mobile phone data from the carrier. 

 



The court essentially said law enforcement must get a warrant to track someone using their phone 

data. 

 

The initial rules had been put in place in the 1970s before cell phones became so common. Justice 

John Roberts said in the opinion that getting this type of data from a person’s cell phone provider 

“provides an intimate window into a person’s life, revealing not only his particular movements, but 

through them his familial, political, professional, religious, and sexual associations.” 

 

“They now have to have probable cause to believe that person is committing a crime and demonstrate 

that probable cause to a judge before they go demanding location data,” said Ben Ruddell, staff 

attorney with the American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois. 

 

There was little to nothing stopping a law enforcement agency from demanding personal data before 

this ruling, Ruddell said. 

 

“All it would have to do is go to the person’s cell phone company and demand that information,” he 

said. 

 

Prosecutors argue this ruling will make catching criminals harder. 

 

Technology has become so advanced that an agency is able to operate a device that mimics a cell 

tower. Once a phone connects to the device, thinking it’s a point of connection, the controller can 

extract data from, control, or even contact other devices using the linked phone. All this happens 

without the user’s knowledge. Illinois requires a warrant before such devices can be used. 

ISSUE: Schools   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 
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Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

SPRINGFIELD - The latest plan to ease Illinois' teacher shortage aims to make it easier for out-of-

state and retired teachers to get into Illinois classrooms.  

 

State Rep. Tom Bennett said schools in his central Illinois district used to get dozens, maybe a 

hundred applications from new teachers for open positions.  

 

Now, he said, they don't get anywhere near that. 

 

"When I talked to a number of school districts in my district and around the state, it's clear we're 

really in a teacher crisis," Bennet said. "When they used to have people come to interview for open 

positions, they used to have 50 or maybe 100 people come. Now when new teachers come looking 

for jobs, there may be a handful." 



 

Gov. Bruce Rauner last week signed one of Bennett's plans, HB 5627, to ease that shortage. The new 

law will make it easier for teachers from other states to transfer their teaching license to Illinois.  

 

"If someone is already teaching in another state, Indiana or Iowa or whatever, we want them to be 

able to come over to Illinois and make it easier for them to teach," Bennett said. "Especially if they 

are already teaching. If they already understand the mechanics of the classroom. If they understand 

how to pull things together." 

 

Bennett's plan also allows retired teachers to substitute teach up to 120 days a year without affecting 

their pensions. Retired teachers were limited to 100 days of the 180 day school year before they had 

to worry about a penalty for working.  

 

The latest survey in the state from last year said that almost 80 percent of Illinois schools were short 

at least one teacher, or had trouble covering a classroom. 

ISSUE: Schools   
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NORMAL - The Unit 5 School District has selected two people to fill two vacancies on the district's 

Board of Education.  

 

Jim Hayek and David Fortner resigned from the board in the spring and last month, respectfully. To 

fill those positions, the board has chosen Amy Roser and Alan Kalitzky to take those seats. Both will 

serve on the board until the upcoming school board election in April. Following the election, a 

successor will complete the remaining two years of Fortner's unexpired term and a four-year term, 

previously held by Hayek, will be open as well.  

 

"Through their actions, Amy Roser and Alan Kalitzky have shown strong commitment to the 

students of Unit 5," Board President Barry Hitchens said in a news release. "They will be excellent 

additions to the Board of Education." 

 

Roser works at Illinois State University as an Associate Director for University College. Kalitzky 

works as a Relationship Manager within the Technology Vendor Management Office at State Farm. 

Both Roser and Kalitzky have been involved with Unit 5's Citizens Advisory Council. Kalitzky is 

currently the president of the CAC, but will resign since he will be serving on the board. Both 

appointees have children who attend Unit 5 schools. 

 

The board will officially appoint Roser and Kalitzky at its meeting on Wednesday, July 11. 



ISSUE:Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE:Murder Suspect  

  

Date: 7/3/2018 

 

Time: 10:30 am 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - A Bloomington man was released on bond from the McLean County Jail on a 

misdemeanor escape charge three days before he's suspected of fatally shooting three men and 

wounding a four-year old boy on Riley Drive.   

 

Bloomington Police identified Sydney Mays Jr., 21, as the suspect in the June 18 triple murder on the 

city's east side, and requested the public's assistance to find him.    

 

Records at the McLean County Circuit Clerk's office revealed Mays failed to report to the jail after 

he had been convicted of driving on a suspended license. The court file showed Mays posted bond 

and was released.    

 

After the killings, court records show Mays also did not appear for a June 27 court hearing on 

misdemeanor charges for a domestic disturbance that happened in August of last year. Mays 

allegedly struck someone with a belt and prevented a second person from calling police. There's a 

warrant for his arrest in that case. 

 

Mays pleaded guilty to a 2016 car burglary in return for prosecutors dismissing a more serious 

residential burglary charge, another burglary count, and unrelated misdemeanor charges of resisting a 

police officer and possession of a small amount of marijuana.     

 

He was sentenced to 147 days in jail and ordered to serve two years on probation. Prosecutors tried to 

revoke that probation when Mays was arrested for allegedly stealing an iphone. Conflicting stories 

prompted the state's attorney's office to dismiss the theft charge. 
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SPRINGFIELD - Governor Bruce Rauner is weighing the impact of legislation that would require 

higher minimum teacher salaries.  

 

When it comes to the impact of legislation that would eventually require a starting salary of $40,000, 

Rauner says size matters. 

 

"I am a strong advocate for getting teachers more pay. I want the best teachers in America and we 

have many in Illinois already, I want to get them well paid," said Rauner. "That said, we need to 

make sure that we don't crush small communities that have very limited resources." 

 

Rauner believes the state can help school districts fund the higher salaries without spending a dime. 

 

"Stop mandating curriculum, stop mandating how schools are run. Let teachers teach, let principals 

lead, and lets get the cost structure off our schools that Springfield brings and that will free up money 

that we can pay our teachers more too," Rauner said. 

 

The legislation was sent to the Governor last week. 

 

In Unit 5, the school board and teachers union ratified a two-year contract earlier this year that raises 

entry level pay, although it remains below what's offered in District 87. 

 

Base pay for Unit 5 teachers climbed to $37,000 in the first year, and rises to $37,600 the second 

year, up from current starting pay in Unit 5 of $34,614 

ISSUE: Governement   
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SPRINGFIELD - Now that the November ballot has been all but certified, the gubernatorial 

candidates from independent political parties want to be included in the TV debates. 

 

 Illinois State Board of Elections spokesman Matt Dietrich said the next step for the ballot after 

objections are heard and processed is certification in August. 

 

 “We’ve got early voting and applications for mail-in ballots starting in September, so we want to get 

these things wrapped up as soon as possible,” Dietrich said. 

 

 There were only 11 objections filed by Monday’s deadline, mostly for non-statewide third-party 

candidates. There were no objections filed against Conservative Party candidate Sam McCann's 

gubernatorial bid, or any of the Libertarian candidates for statewide office. 

 



After turning in tens of thousands of signatures to get on the ballot, Libertarian candidate for 

governor Kash Jackson said voters deserve to hear his platform. 

 

 “We collected nearly 50,000 signatures just to get on the ballot, so you can bet your bottom dollar 

we’re going to fight to get into the debates,” Jackson said. “That’s something Illinois voters deserve 

to see. It’s not about me, and it’s not about them. It’s about the voters. The voters deserve to have us 

in the debates.” 

 

 State Sen. Sam McCann, R-Plainview, who filed tens of thousands of signatures to run as the 

Conservative Party candidate, put out a statement immediately calling for debates. 

 

 “With Illinois’ future at stake, I call on Bruce Rauner, J.B. Pritzker and Kash Jackson to join me to 

schedule debates on these and other issues of critical importance to voters across the state,” McCann 

said in the statement. 

 

 Democrat J.B. Pritzker’s campaign said it “welcomes other voices to the stage.” Republican 

incumbent Gov. Bruce Rauner’s campaign didn’t immediately respond. 

 

 Traditionally, all members of such events must agree to the terms, like whether it’s a forum or a 

debate, and who is to participate. 

 

 Last month, after filing signatures, McCann said he’s already received one invitation. 

 

 “The State Journal-Register I believe has already extended the invitation if we meet the challenge 

and I accept that invitation,” McCann said. 

 

 SJ-R Executive Editor Angie Muhs said both campaigns for Rauner and Pritzker “have declined to 

participate in a debate proposed by the SJR, WMAY and University of Illinois Springfield.” 

 

 “We're disappointed, as we believe that it would be important for the candidates for governor to 

appear in person before voters in the state capital to discuss their positions and plans,” Muhs said in 

an email. “Should Gov. Rauner and/or Mr. Pritzker reconsider, we would welcome the participation 

of Sen. McCann and Mr. Jackson in a debate, given that they will be on the fall ballot.” 

 

Libertarian Party of Illinois state chairman Bennett Morris said if a candidate is on the ballot, they 

should be included in debates, including those for comptroller, treasurer and beyond. 

  

“We need more than two voices on the debate stage and we need voters to understand that they have 

more than the two authoritarian parties to choose from,” Morris said. 

 

ISSUE:Schools   
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Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

SPRINGFIELD - As Illinois schools look to be more secure from threats, there are some tough 

realities that principals and superintendents have to embrace.  

 

School safety is top of mind as Illinois schools get ready for the new school year.  

 

The last school year saw a number of shootings, both in Illinois and across the country.  

 

Mark Jontry with the Illinois Association of Regional Superintendents said they trained dozens of 

school leaders and local police officers or sheriff's deputies this year.  

 

"We provided a couple of the workshops around the digital threat assessment back in April, and they 

were really well attended," Jontry said. "We had school administrators who attended, in many cases, 

with either their school resource officer or their partner law enforcement agency." 

 

Jontry said the focus for most schools is hardening the target and getting school resource officers into 

buildings.  

 

"Armed guards, especially if they are not contracted through a local law enforcement agency, you're 

going to have a hard time getting the liability insurance to cover them," Jontry said. "And that is 

legitimately an issue that many of our districts have run into already." 

 

Jontry added that there are some outside-of-the-box ideas floating out there to keep schools safe, but 

he said the realities of how to make those work limit the options.  

 

Jontry said local school officials, not the state or the regional superintendents, are the ones who are 

going to have to drive the school safety conversation. 

 

ISSUE: Schools   
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NORMAL - A newly-appointed Unit 5 School Board member aims to keep the district financially 

sound, which he acknowledges is not easy given the current economic climate.   

 



School safety is another top priority for Alan Kalitzky, who was picked along with Amy Roser to 

replace former members David Fortner and Jim Hayek.    

 

Kalitzky pledges to carefully analyze incentives offered for economic development, such as the tax 

abatements given to Brandt Industries and the recent extension of the tax increment financing district 

for Uptown Normal.    

 

"When we talk about some of those individual TIF opportunities or tax rebates or anything to that 

effect, it's going to be something that I'm going to look very, very hard at and see what the economic 

value long term is going to be," said Kalitzky.        

 

Kalitzky and Roser say they're ready for the criticism that sometimes accompanies their new 

positions. Roser said it's important work and someone has to do it "to maintain the quality of the 

education for our kids, to maintain the quality of our community."  

 

"I feel like I have some skills and talents that I can share. I take the responsibility very seriously 

because someone has to step up and do it," Roser said.    

 

The school board is searching for a third new member to replace Joseph Cleary, who's taking a 

teaching job in California.  Wednesday night was Cleary's last school board meeting. All three new 

members are expected to be on the ballot for next April's election. 

ISSUE: Government   
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SPRINGFIELD - Expect to see negative ads up to election day. 

 

Voters got a breather after March where in the run up to the primary election the airwaves were 

flooded political ads from all sides. Some got higher marks for accuracy than others. Incumbent Gov. 

Bruce Rauner, who is independently wealthy, ran ads saying his Republican primary challenger 

Jeanne Ives was House Speaker Michael Madigan’s favored candidate. Ives said Rauner’s ads were 

full of lies. 

 

Democrats challenging eventual Democratic gubernatorial nominee J.B. Pritzker, who is also 

independently wealthy, used what money they had in the primary to blast Pritzker. With months to 

go before the November election, Rauner has turned those Democrat’s words back against Pritzker, 

even though all those candidates have since endorsed Pritzker. 

 



Rauner has for months been hitting Pritzker for taking toilets out of a spare mansion to get a property 

tax break, and aired FBI wiretap recordings between Pritzker and now imprisoned former Gov. Rod 

Blagojevich. 

 

Pritzker's latest ads saying Rauner hasn’t “giving any thought” to the illegal immigrant child 

separation policy dominating national headlines. The ad even goes as far to claim that Rauner is the 

owner of a company that gets millions to keep kids from their parents. 

 

Rauner’s campaign says Pritzker is “peddling lies.” 

 

“Pritzker’s latest ad intentionally misrepresents the facts of an unsubstantiated story to weave a false 

and deceitful narrative,” Rauner campaign spokesman Alex Browning said. “The Pritzker campaign 

should immediately take down this dishonest and shameful ad.” 

 

The State Journal-Register reported the Pritzker campaign stands by the ad. 

 

University of Illinois political science professor Christopher Mooney said most people who follow 

politics know what’s happening on a national level. Fewer follow state politics. That’s one reason 

negative political ads work. 

 

“You know, ‘that guy’s an S.O.B. because he tried to rip off the taxes and this guy is trying to hurt 

immigrants at the border,’ stuff like that,” Mooney said. “You sort of feel it, but you don’t think 

about it too much.” 

 

If a candidate wants to take legal action to correct a blatant lie, Mooney said it’s usually too little, too 

late. 

 

“To really stop that you’d have to be pretty blatant and you’d have to go to court and that takes time 

and the ad is up in the meantime,” Mooney said. “Or sometimes you get it throw up right before the 

elections before there’s time to do anything about it.” 

 

For the Illinois governor’s race, Mooney said the two major party candidates have “more money than 

they know what to do with,” so expect to get berated with negative ads, no matter the cost. 

 

“You got 10 media markets,” Mooney said. “You’ve got to advertise in St. Louis, you got to 

advertise in Paducah (Kentucky) so you’re wasting a ton of money because you’re advertising to 

people out of state.” 

 

Mooney said Rauner has a record Pritzker will pick apart and Rauner will have to respond by 

defining Pritzker a certain way. 

 

“Because it’s all negative, because they don’t have positive stuff to say about themselves and the 

negative stuff fits more, we’re going to get pounded and pounded and pounded with negative ads for 

the next five months,” Mooney said. 

 

The Illinois Campaign for Political Reform already puts total raised funds between Rauner and 

Pritzker at more than $180 million and it’s expected to be the most expensive governor’s race in U.S. 

history. 
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Sydney Mays Junior, the man who allegedly shot to death three people and wounded a four-year-old 

boy on Riley Drive in June has been arrested in Milwaukee, and for the time being, he's staying 

there. 

 

Bloomington Police Department spokesman Elias Mendiola said Mays was arrested Thursday night 

on Milwaukee's west side during a drug investigation. 

 

Mendiola said when Mays returns to McLean County, he will face charges of First Degree and 

Attempted First Degree Murder, Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm, and Aggravated Battery. 

Mendiola also says BPD extends its condolences to the families and friends of the victims, 22-year-

old Nate Pena (pen-ya), 22-year-old Corey Jackson and 33-year-old Juan Perez Macedo, also known 

as Carlos.     
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BLOOMINGTON - Following a brief chase, a Bloomington man was arrested for allegedly making 

cocaine. 

 

In a news release, the Bloomington Police Department said an investigation into the sale of illegal 

narcotics ended in the arrest of Alexander Alexis, 47. After a brief foot chase near the intersection of 

Fairmont Drive and Arcadia Drive on the city's east side, members of BPD's Vice Unit and Street 

Crimes Unit placed Alexis into custody.  

 

Alexis was taken to the McLean County Jail for manufacture and delivery of 1-15 grams of cocaine 

and multiple counts of manufacture and delivery of other amount of Narcotic Schedule III. 



ISSUE: School   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Back to School Costs 

  

Date: 8/8/2018 

 

Time: 5 am 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

The price tag to go back to school across the country is over 500 dollars this year.  

 

Shoes, computers, pens, pencils, glue sticks, and of course backpacks.  

 

The back to school shopping list seems to grow every year, and never seems to get any cheaper.  

 

Liz Verrill with accounting and consulting firm Deloitte says a new survey puts the back to school 

price tag at 510 dollars per family this year. Twenty eight billion dollars in all.  

 

That includes everything from school supplies to clothes to technology.  

 

Verrill says back to school shopping season, essentially July and August, is second only to the 

holiday shopping season.  

 

But unlike the holidays, Verrill says parents will buy most of their back to school supplies in the 

store.  
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As many students return to the classroom this week, the McLean County Health Department is 

offering last-minute opportunities to get the required shots.  

 

Immunization clinics begin today (Wednesday) at the department on Front Street in Bloomington. 

Hours today through Friday from from 8:15 until 11 and 1 till 3:30. Clinics are also scheduled for 

Monday and Tuesday of next week. 

 



Appointments are not needed. Private insurance and private pay as well as Medicaid and Medicare 

plans are accepted. 
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A Tazewell County man is jailed in Bloomington after what a local prosecutor said was one of 

McLean County's largest ever seizures of the highly addictive stimulant known as crystal 

methamphetamines, or ice.     

 

Assistant State's Attorney Jeffrey Horve (HORV) said 40-year old Jeremy Cagle (CAY-gul) of 

Marquette Heights is charged with possession of the drug with intent to deliver, a crime carrying a 

mandatory prison sentence of up to 30 years if he's convicted.    

 

Horve said the Bloomington Police Department's Vice Unit arrested Cagle in Carlock on Wednesday. 

He said officers found Cagle in possession of more than a half pound of crystal meth with an 

estimated street value of 27-thousand dollars.    

 

Cagle has to come up with 10-thousand-35 dollars to be released while awaiting trial.  At the time of 

his arrest, Cagle was out on bond for a pending weapons charge, according to the prosecutor.      
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington taxpayers will soon get monthly snapshots about the status of city 

finances.     

 

The city's finance director will provide updates during the council's second meeting of every month, 

according to Tim Gleason, Bloomington's new city manager.   

 



Gleason said the increased transparency means there will be fewer surprises come budget time when 

the city council wrestles with difficult spending decisions.    

 

"What we'll do is we'll identify what our current revenue and expenses are, see how we are compared 

to what the projected budget we are in currently, and then also (compare) where we were the same 

time the year prior," said Gleason.    

 

"When we talk about taxpayer dollars, I think the community deserves to know how we are tracking 

in the current fiscal year," Gleason also said.   

 

Prior to Gleason's arrival, the city council raised fees, cut back on bulk waste pick-up, and made 

other spending reductions to overcome a budget deficit of almost $3 million.   

 

Alderman David Sage says the council should have made even deeper spending cuts because the 

fiscal crunch will get even worse this coming year.      

 

The council's senior member, Karen Schmidt, is against raising taxes and fees to balance the budget.  

She announced she's running for reelection next year.  Sage is not running for reelection.    
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A Wisconsin man has been arrested in Bloomington for a shooting last month in Green Bay.  

 

Bloomington police report arresting 22-year-old Trevon Massey of Green Bay on Wednesday in the 

400 block of North Catherine Street. Massey was wanted in connection with the shooting of a 

teenager in the leg at a Green Bay laundromat on August 14th. The victim was treated and released 

according to the Green Bay Press Gazette, which also said police believe the shooting to be in 

retaliation for an earlier incident.  

 

Bloomington police worked with the U.S. Marshal's Violent Fugitive Task Force on the arrest.  
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A proposal using public money to help redevelop the old Bloomington High School on East 

Washington Street goes before the city council tonight (Monday night).     

 

Iceberg Development Group is taking advantage of tax increment financing and other government 

aid to rennovate the century old school into affordable housing for senior citizens.  Iceberg's 

investment in the project is 17 million dollars, according to city staff.        

 

Bloomington aldermen are being asked to approve spending almost 229-thousand dollars over ten 

years to provide rental assistance for four of the apartments that would be built there.  Residents 

qualifying for the aid must be 55 or older and meet certain income criteria, with priority given to 

military veterans.          

 

In other council business, the Boys and Girls Club of Bloomington-Normal and aldermen are 

expected to finalize an agreement for the organization to build a multi-million dollar clubhouse in 

city-owned Sunnyside Park.    

 

If aldermen approve, the city would sell the three-and-a-half acres of parkland for only one dollar.  

Council members were supportive of selling or leasing the west side property when the matter was 

discussed back in May.     

 

The Boys and Girls Club is hoping to raise about 12 million dollars from private donations and grants 

for a 50-thousand square foot building. It would be about three times larger than the current 

clubhouse on West Illinois Street.     
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A year of surveys and panel conversations have concluded and the Illinois State Board of Education 

says teachers want what every worker wants: more money and job security. 

 

In response to a statewide teacher shortage, ISBE has released a report on recommendations to tackle 

the problem. The biggest complaints they say they’ve heard are funding, and a way for teachers to 

have a greater impact on more students. 

 

Spokeswoman Jaclyn Matthews says the school funding overhaul passed last year will go a long way 

to funding rural schools that see most of the shortages. 

 



But Illinois already spends more per student on average than any other state in the Midwest. 

 

Matthews says more needs to be done to give current teachers a way to get more influence as their 

career progresses. 

 

The report also said the biggest shortages are in rural and poor urban schools. 
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Police in McLean County's third largest community have assisted Chicago Police in solving a murder 

case.      

 

LeRoy Police say they arrested 30-year old Anthony Haynes of Chicago for drunken driving on June 

28th, and he turned out to be a suspect in a killing that happened in Chicago earlier that day.    

 

Police say Haynes posted bond and was released from the McLean County Jail July 2nd.   Weeks 

later, Chicago Police and officers from Illinois State Police Crime Scene Services came to LeRoy to 

search the vehicle.    

 

Haynes allegedly told police officers here that he was on his way to Mississippi when he was arrested 

for DUI.  Police say U.S. Marshals went to Mississippi last Friday and arrested Haynes.     
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Gov. Bruce Rauner says he’s learned a lot in his first term, including that changing government is 

tough. He also blasted his main opponent, saying J.B. Pritzker is corrupt and wants to tax and spend 

more. 



 

Rauner’s speech Thursday in Chicago comes less than seven weeks before the November election. 

While touting success like school funding reform, school choice and criminal justice reforms, he said 

his first term has been tough. 

 

Saying he’s grown in office, Rauner said he still has the courage to bringing drastic change to state 

government. He said his Democratic opponent for governor has the wrong plan. 

 

Pritzker said in an email statement afterword that “Rauner’s problem isn’t that he had too much 

courage, it’s that he spent four years refusing to compromise.” 
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BLOOMINGTON -  The executive director of the firm running the taxpayer-funded Grossinger 

Motors Arena told the Blooomington City Council Monday night the best the city can hope for is that 

the downtown Bloomington venue will lose about a $500,000 a year.   

 

Bloomington's new city manager, Tim Gleason, said neither the aldermen who inherited the arena or 

the community should be satisfied with those results.     

 

"I don't think that this community would be satisfied with that response of continuing to lose a half-

million dollars just to keep it in operation," said Gleason.    

 

The city manager, appointed to the position this summer, thinks all options are on the table, including 

selling the building to a private suitor.    

 

"I'm sure that if we had a viable buyer out there, that's something that the council would consider," 

Gleason said.   

 

Gleason said it's too early to say anyone is dissatisfied with arena manager VenuWorks, but he noted 

the city and the company could part ways as soon as next spring.    

 

"I don't know if there's a level of dissatisfaction with VenuWorks.  That's too soon for me to say that, 

but I do know that in the existing contract, as early as next April, we could end the relationship, or 

VenuWorks could end the relationship with the city," he said.        

 

In the meantime, Gleason said he's directed city staffers to become more involved in facility 

management and maintenance.     
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Bloomington Police responded to a call a little after 4 a.m. today (Friday) at the Super 8 Motel on I-

A-A Drive for an armed robbery. 

 

An employee at the motel said a man entered the lobby with a handgun and demanded money. 

 

After being told the employee couldn't access any cash, the suspect allegedly beat the employee,  

then fled the scene on foot. 

 

The suspect is described as a black male, in his twenties, approximately 5-foot-11 to 6-foot-one, 

wearing a dark blue hooded sweatshirt, black pants, small goatee, and a medium build. 

 

He was said to be armed with a long barreled black handgun. 

 

Anyone who has information about this crime is asked to call Detective Paul Jones of the 

Bloomington Police Department or McLean County Crime Stoppers if you want to remain 

anonymous. 

 

If your call leads to and arrest and indictment, you may be eligible for a reward of up to one-

thousand dollars.   
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington aldermen were unanimous Monday night in adopting a tougher 

stance against landlords who repeatedly violate city housing codes. The city council, with two 

members voting no, also agreed to reward a company with taxpayer incentives for moving its 

business to the former Wildwood Industries property on Ireland Grove Road.     



 

Alderman Karen Schmidt said she was delighted to see the staff's recommendation requiring housing 

code violators to pay at least a $110 fine, to cover costs of the administrative court process. Second 

offenses will result in more frequent inspections of their property.     

 

Alderman Scott Black wishes the city could take an even harder line on offending landlords. 

 

"We've been talking about this forever," said Black.   

 

"I wish it were more aggressive than this, but this is the recommendation from staff, and so I'm 

supportive," Black said.      

 

Staffers drafted the new rules after a fire in February severely damaged a 12-unit apartment building 

on Gettysburg Drive, which happened 11 days after a city inspector found 226 code violations there. 

The same landlord was initially written up for 572 code violations at apartment buildings on West 

Front and Grove Streets.    

 

Council members want to review in about a year whether the fines are indeed covering court costs.    

 

In other business, the council voted 7-2, with Aldermen Schmidt and Joni Painter voting no, to 

provide economic incentives for Commercial Packaging with incentives to move to the old 

Wildwood Industries site at 2047 Ireland Grove Road from two locations in Normal. 

 

The city will pay the company up to $40,000 to dismantle the deteriorating Wildwood water tower. 

The government will also cut the fees  charged to the firm from $80,000 to $32,000 for connecting a 

driveway to Mercer Avenue.   

 

Alderman Painter wondered why the requests for incentives were not made a year ago when the 

packaging company purchased the property.   Painter also questioned what the city should tell other 

companies whose incentive requests were turned down.    

 

Community Development Director Bob Mahrt said the city takes such requests on a case by case 

basis, and Mahrt added the city would collect no fees at all if Commercial Packaging did not add a 

driveway.      

 

"They are not obligated to remove the water tower. They're not obligated to put in the secondary 

entrance that would take some additional traffic off of Ireland Grove," said Mahrt.   

 

"So they have not done these projects yet.  I don't know that if this incentive was not provided to 

them that they would still continue with that project,"  Mahrt also said.   
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BLOOMINGTON - Faced with flat property tax revenues, the District 87 School Board Wednesday 

night will be asked to adopt a budget for the next fiscal year that has a structural deficit of almost two 

million dollars in the education fund.   

 

The district is allocating a total of about $50 million in the education fund.           

 

Neighboring Unit 5 was saddled with a nearly $5.9 million education fund deficit, not only due to 

static revenue, but also to pay higher teachers salaries.    

 

Unit 5 schools are covering the deficit over the near-term by borrowing $16.5 million, boosting 

property taxes $205 in each of the next two years for the owner of a $177,000 home. A longer-term 

solution might have to be a tax referendum.    

 

District 87 Superintendent Barry Reilly is asking his school board to transfer money from the 

working cash fund to cover the deficit. Reilly said the district issued bonds several years ago to 

provide a safety net, but there's no tax referendum in the works.    

 

"That's not a good thing to have to do, but we would look to first go through a deficit reduction plan 

before we would approach anything relative to a tax referendum hike," said Reilly.   

 

"The appetite for that obviously is not good."  

 

The superintendent said taxable land values are generally flat because the housing market has leveled 

off after a slight uptick.  He noted Eastland Mall's value has declined because anchor stores have shut 

down.   

 

Reilly said the development that includes Dick's Sporting Goods is doing very well, according to 

Reilly, but the district can't taking advantage yet of rising land values there because it's part of a tax 

increment financing district.   
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Election day is still five weeks away, but voters can head to the polls today.  

 



Early voting in Illinois is now underway.  

 

State law allows voters to cast a ballot at the courthouse, election office, or special poll 40 days 

before Election Day.  

 

McLean County Clerk Kathy Michael says voters and election managers have had years to get used 

to early voting, and she says it works. For the most part.  

 

Illinois voters can also vote early by mail. 

 

Michael says she's seen a big increase in the number of vote by mail ballots.  She credits that to 

political parties being organized and ahead of the game.  
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Officials at the University of Illinois say a new bioprocessing research laboratory that was 20 years 

in the making, costing $26 million, will spur on needed developments in renewable resources. 

 

Officials were on hand in Champaign-Urbana Thursday cutting the ribbon on the new Illinois 

Bioprocessing Research Laboratory. Gov. Bruce Rauner said the facility will help spur on much 

needed developments in how to process byproducts from Illinois’ major agricultural products. 

 

State. Sen. Chapin Rose said in a statement the facility working alongside agribusinesses and farmers 

will create jobs. 

 

U of I President Tim Killeen said the IBRL will go hand-in-hand with the previously announced 

Discovery Partners Institute and Illinois Innovation Network. 

 


