
WJBC‐AM
Order number Copy Total Spots  Date Range Rate

413800 EEO Employer PSA 174 1/1/18 ‐ 3/31/18 $0.00
413846 PSA Rotator 1243 1/1/18 ‐ 3/31/18 $0.00
414246 YWCA Circle of Women Luncheon 38

2/2/18 ‐ 2/16/18 $0.00
414421 Polar Plunge 85 2/5/18 ‐ 2/23/18 $0.00
414643 Wish Bone Wine & Wishes 40 2/22/18 ‐ 3/8/18 $0.00
414894 Chefs for PATH 2018 58 3/5/18 ‐ 3/19/18 $0.00
415051 Chase for Champions 42 3/10/18 ‐ 3/15/18 $0.00
415308 Rock the Block 17 3/26/18 ‐ 3/31/18 $0.00
415311 MC Strong 5K Classic 23 3/26/18 ‐ 3/31/18 $0.00
415378 ISU Sportmen's Night 20 3/27/18 ‐ 3/30/18 $0.00

QTR 1 PSA totals 1740
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TITLE: New beer and bacon festival coming to Bloomington  
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Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - A first-time event at Grossinger Motors Arena features two favorite 
indulgences.  
 
Bloomington's first Bacon and Beer Festival on Friday, Feb. 16 will include games, live music 
and a bacon-eating contest  
 
"We are working with local restaurants to be able to provide samples of their best bacon 
specialty bite that they want to provide and we are going to have have tons of little microbrews 
and craft brews for people to sample," arena general manager Lynn Cannon explained.  
 
Cannon said the festival will feature up to 100 better samples and 10 to 15 restaurants. 
 
Awards will be presented for best bacon dish and best brewery. Advance tickets cost $30 and the 
VIP experience which includes early entry and a BLT bar cost $65 in advance. Tickets are 
available starting Friday at the arena box office or through Ticketmaster.  
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TITLE: Illinois joins FirstNet broadband network for first responders 
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Illinois has opt-in to a federal program that is pulling the state’s public safety phone traffic onto a 
separate broadband network.  
 
FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce, develops 
broadband networks across the U.S. for first responders.  
 



 
 

Chrissie Coon, public safety liaison with FirstNet, said an example of a separate network’s 
importance came after the Chicago Cubs won the World Series.  
 
“When the Chicago Cubs won the World Series and [had]] a parade in downtown Chicago, there 
was almost 5 million people in one concentrated area,” Coon said. “That can overwhelm 
commercial cellular networks.”  
 
Coon said FirstNet can help first responders to keep receiving calls during high call-volume 
situations, such as victory parades or natural disasters.  
 
“When those commercial networks are overwhelmed, and text messages and phone calls cannot 
get through, your police, fire and medical personnel will be able to communicate,” Coon said.  
 
FirstNet’s networks will place no additional taxes on residents, Coon said. FirstNet and its 
private/public partner, AT&T, will bear the cost of developing the network throughout Illinois.  
 
Coon said the program also can make it easier for first responders to communicate at longer 
distances and between different disciplines.  
 
“This network will also give them the ability to communicate across geographical jurisdictions 
and different disciplines within those jurisdictions,” Coon said.  
 
Although Coon said residents might not notice a difference, first responders and public safety 
officials should be able to operate more efficiently behind-the-scenes.  
 
“Hopefully it becomes a seamless solution that residents do not even realize it is kind of 
happening behind the scenes, but their public safety will be able to operate more efficiently and 
safer,” Coon said.  
 
The deadline for states to opt-in to FirstNet is Dec. 28. 
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CHAMPAIGN - In hopes of better tenant relations, the University of Illinois will no longer put 
the rights to farm part of its thousands of acres of farmland up for auction every few years. 
 



 
 

The university and its foundation manage more than 40 farms, totaling more than 17,000 acres of 
land in central Illinois. In September, the university made the decision to remove a much-
criticized program of auctioning off the farming rights to the highest bidder every three years. 
 
The foundation has always leased land this way, but the university-managed land, which Noland 
called a significant portion of their total acreage, had been bidding the land they manage out 
every three years since 2005. 
 
Kevin Noland, assistant vice president for real property and financial services at the foundation, 
said the land will now stay with the tenant until it’s appropriate to change hands. 
 
“They would advertise largely within that farm’s local community and attempt to hire the best 
candidate,” he said. 
 
Under the new agreements, Noland says the tenant farmer will be a better steward of the land 
when they see themselves farming it in the future. 
 
“They’re going to take better care of that farm and treat it as if it was their own,” Noland said. 
“They’re going to fix that tile break or take better care of the conservation issues that need to be 
tended to.” 
 
He said one of the voices of criticism from the three-year auction management came from their 
own farming program, U of I’s School of Agriculture and Economics. 
 
The foundation hopes the change will spur more donations of farmland to the university. 
Farmland accounts for nearly a tenth of the foundation’s $1.8 billion endowment. 
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NORMAL - Governor Bruce Rauner toured the new Destihl Brewery location in Normal 
Saturday. 
 
"We have all the bases to boom economically. There's only two reasons that we're not booming 
economically," said Rauner. "Regulations that are excessive, and taxes that are too high." 
 
He explained the state of Illinois needs more strong business. Rauner wants to end regulations 
that restrict economic growth. 



 
 

 
"If we get rid of our excessive regulations, let businesses thrive, let entrepreneurs take risks, and 
get a return on their risks, we'll create far more jobs," Rauner explained. 
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NORMAL - The area's largest fundraiser for cancer awareness and research is getting a new 
home.  
 
Relay for Life of McLean County is moving to the Corn Crib for this year's 24th annual event on 
June 22nd and 23rd.  
 
"It's a more reacheble location for us. It's huge. So we're hoping that it gives us the opportunity to 
get more advertising out and get more people aware of Relay for life," said Catina Struble of 
Relay for Life of McLean County. 
 
She said the bigger and more accessible location will allow expanded activities, including the 
possibility of fireworks and a beverage garden. Struble also said the Relay will be able to use 
inflatables at the Corn Crib, which were prohibited at former sites Normal West and Normal 
Community High Schools.  
 
Struble said she hopes the bigger and more accessible Corn Crib will attract more people and in 
turn more entertainers. 
 
"We hoping that with it being at the Corn Crib more bands will want to play to a larger crowd. 
So we're hoping to have a band come on every couple of hours," added Struble. 
 
Last year's Relay for Life of McLean County raised more than 300-thousand dollars for the 
American Cancer Society by 70 teams of more than 650 participants and 22 survivors and 
caregivers. 
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington-Normal will be hearing a lot more about Rivian Automotive 
over the next couple of years, according to the company's CEO.      
 
R.J. Scaringe spoke with local media outlets Friday acknowledging the emergent electric vehicle 
maker has been intentionally quiet until now.  
 
"We wanted to focus on progess, and focus on our technology, focus on what we're doing in 
terms of driving forward for our launch date of both the products and the services.  So we said, 
we'll start talking when it gets closer to production," Scaringe said.     
 
In recent weeks, the Unit 5 School Board, the McLean County Board, and the Normal Town 
Council all gave the go-ahead for previously agreed-to property tax breaks for Rivian.   
 
Scaringe hopes his public comments might begin to reassure skeptics who believe Rivian won't 
make good on its promises to start producing vehicles two years from now.       
 
"We need to do a better job, frankly, of just letting the local community know all the great things 
that are happening. There's so much progress at the company," said Scaringe.  
 
"We've been in self-mode and haven't really talked about that publicly, but there's an enormous 
amount of activity with our vehicle and technology development," the Rivan CEO said.    
 
Scaringe said Friday that the public will learn specifics in the coming year about the models 
initially produced at the former Mitsubishi Motors plant in west Normal.  
 
He said the first vehicle will be a truck with room for five people.  It will also have some self-
driving capabilities, mainly on highways. The truck will have a steering wheel, the CEO said.   
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FORREST - All Prairie Central Schools were closed Wednesday due to extreme cold, and 
Superintendent Paula Crane considers that lucky, considering the upper elementary building in 
Forrest suffered from smoke damage from an early morning fire. 
 
There were only two custodians inside the building when they both noticed the smell of smoke 
before 7:30 in the morning and immediately called 911. Crane said the Forrest – Strawn – Wing 
fire department was there in minutes to find a heater built into the walls at the school’s entrance 
had overheated and started on fire, producing black smoke and intense heat. 
 
Crane said there was primarily smoke damage to the area and restoration has been done to the 
bricks, ceiling tiles and air purifiers added to the area. 
 
“We were extremely lucky with the way it all happened. We did have people in the building that 
detected the smoke and the smell right away. The fire department responded very quickly. It was 
really just amazing how everything really went like clockwork. We had custodians from several 
of our other buildings and staff members converge to really work together to get the building 
ready for the kids to return. That all happened very quickly so I’m just very appreciative of the 
way that it went and of the excellent staff that we have that is willing to pitch in and do whatever 
it takes to get this building ready and safe for kids,” said Crane. 
 
ISSUE: Schools 
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BLOOMINGTON - Facility upgrades and eco-friendly practices are paving the way for District 
87's future, as the district has been presented a decades-old environmental award. 
 
The Illinois Sustainability Award is presented to organizations and institutions that display a 
commitment to being environmentally friendly and contribute to the growth of a more 
sustainable state economy.  
 
District 87 Superintendent Barry Reilly says schools across the district have been implementing 
grassroots efforts like recycling, transitioning from disposable utensils to reusable silverware, 



 
 

and donating unused food items to local food banks. The award, Reilly explains, serves as a 
reminder of the discipline and determination being put in by the district's staff to make schools 
more eco-friendly. 
 
"It affirms the hard work of our facilities folks, meaning our director of facilities, our custodial 
and maintenance staff, the contractors that we have to work with when we remodel or build," 
said Reilly. "Those folks all do a great job of maintaining our buildings." 
 
Yet Reilly noted some of those eco-friendly efforts haven't come to the district free of charge. He 
explains even though the district has made some payments to fund things such as building 
upgrades and waste management, it's all about thinking long-term. 
 
"We try not to say 'cost savings' because we've spent money to save money. So what we will tell 
people is 'look, let's not get into this debate of whether or not we're saving money when we just 
spent a bunch of money'," Reilly said. "Yes, we've spent money. But we're avoiding costs as time 
goes on."  
 
The District 87 board highlighted companies like BMO Harris and Caterpillar being among those 
who have won the award in the past. But they haven't found an instance where an entire school 
district was recognized. 
 
"To our knowledge, we're the only school district as a whole that has received this award. I 
believe there have been a few examples of schools, but not entire districts," Reilly explained. 
 
Reilly said the district will continue to invest in educating students on eco-friendly habits, which 
will benefit the community as a whole. 
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BLOOMINGTON - Illinois Wesleyan University is creating scholarships to entice McLean 
County's best and brightest high school graduates to stay close to home.   
 
In doing so, the private college is competing for students with the community's much larger 
public institution, Illinois State University.    
 
The McLean County Scholarship guarantees area high school grads admitted to IWU will 
receive at least $27,000 a year, or $108,000 over four years.    



 
 

 
For local students, that slashes annual tuition from $47,000 to $20,000. close to what it costs to 
attend ISU.     
 
Willie Brown is leading the four year effort to raise two million dollars for the scholarship in his 
role as President of Illinois Wesleyan Associates, a group of business and community leaders.   
 
"If you come to Illinois Wesleyan and you're from McLean County, what we're going to do is 
help you attend an outstanding university, get an outstanding education, and then on top of that, 
maybe you'll choose to stay here like many of you and either start your careers here or start your 
businesses here," Brown said.    
 
IWU President Eric Jensen said the program helps meet two of the school's highest strategic 
priorities.    
 
"Increasing financial support for admitted Illinois Wesleyan applicants and increasing 
enrollment.  We also see this as an opportunity to invest in the health and vitality of our local and 
state economy,"  said Jensen.   
 
Seniors from 13 McLean County high schools are eligible for the scholarship; Bloomington, 
Central Catholic, Normal Community, Normal West, University High School, Olympia, 
Ridgeview, Tri-Valley, LeRoy, Lexington, Heyworth, Calvary Christian, and Cornerstone 
Christian Academy.       
 
Jensen said McLean County students make up about seven percent of the IWU's student body.  
He expects ten students will receive the scholarship for the next school year.   
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NORMAL - Illinois State University President Larry Dietz is using social media to describe what 
he calls the "robust" safety and security measures in place to prevent  tragedies like the mass 
shooting that killed 17 people at a Florida high school.    
 
In a note to students, faculty, and staff that was posted on Facebook, Dietz said the most 
carefully laid plans can't stop all acts of violence.    
 



 
 

"We are shocked and saddened by violent acts and shootings at public places and schools across 
the nation. Those incidents remind us, once again, that campus safety and preparedness is a vital 
community effort," said Dietz.     
 
He said emergency management staff and ISU administrators continually review plans to make 
sure they're up-to-date and they incorporate best practices for campus safety.   
 
Dietz said the university conducts drills throughout the year involving local police, fire 
departments, and other emergency responders.     
 
"Those drills and exercises involve personnel from many offices across campus, as well as local 
law enforcement, fire service, and other emergency response agencies. The University's state-of-
the-art Emergency Operations Center allows public safety officials and campus leaders to 
coordinate emergency response efforts from a central location," said Dietz. 
 
The president noted ISU maintains a weapons-and-firearm free policy, and has a variety of 
places to report incidents or share concerns about people in distress or exhibiting harmful 
behavior to themselves or others.    
 
"In support of the national 'If You See Something, Say Something' campaign, Illinois State 
provides a variety of avenues for reporting incidents and sharing concerns. Care teams on 
campus are available to provide assistance to faculty, staff, and students who are in distress or 
exhibiting behavior that may be harmful to themselves or others,' Dietz wrote.      
 
Dietz also urged the campus community to sign up for ISU's alert system that is supposed to 
provide timely information during emergency situations.     
 
 "I also urge you to familiarize yourselves with the Emergency Guide, which outlines steps to be 
taken if an emergency situation should arise. Flipchart versions of the guide are located in 
classrooms and offices throughout campus and it is part of the Bird Watch guide from the Illinois 
State University app.," President Dietz also said.     
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BLOOMINGTON - Threatening school violence is no laughing matter even if it's a prank, 
according to a joint statement released by three state law enforcement organizations.   



 
 

 
A little more than a month ago, Leroy High School was evacuated after a 17-year old student 
allegedly emailed a bomb threat to the school.     
 
Anyone threatening harm to students or faculty, even through social media, faces a possible 
prison sentence, according to the statement by the Illlinois Association of Chiefs of Police, the 
Illinois Sheriff's Association, and the Illinois State's Attorneys Association.      
 
"The havoc and fear created when someone threatens a school community is real, no matter the 
intentions," the law enforcement leaders say.      
 
The statement goes on to say that "all threats are taken seriously, and investigating them diverts 
precious resources."    
 

ISSUE: Schools 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: District 87 rejects pleas from students, fires teacher who narrowly lost 2017 Normal 
mayor race 
 
Date: 03/14/2018  

Time: 4:00 p.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - What a parent described as a public relations nightmare, the District 87 
School Board fired Bloomington High School physics teacher Marc Tiritilli after students 
pleaded with board members to save his job.    
 
Almost a year ago, Tiritilli came within a dozen votes of unseating Chris Koos as Normal's 
mayor.    
 
Wednesday night, students and some parents wearing 'Marc Tiritilli for BHS' stickers' jammed 
the board room.    
 
Tiritilli was one of the staffers dismissed in the annual reduction-in-force. They can be rehired if 
there's funding, but Tiritilli was one of two instructors terminated for cause.   
 
"I genuinely think you guys are making an enormous mistake by terminating his job," said 
tearful BHS Junor Rachel Gaines, who started a petition drive to save Tirtilli's job. 
 
Tiritilli told the board Principal Tim Moore gave him the highest rating on a recent evaluation.    
 
Senior Jordyn Coyle said she was "terrified" of physics until she took Tiritilli's class.     



 
 

 
"I wasn't really a science kid, was a math kid.  Physics is really a fusion of both. Yet, I still 
earned an A in both semesters of his class, including an A on the final," said Coyle 
 
Tiritilli said what got him in trouble was how he tried to save the district money for theatre 
lighting.  Tiritilli is the theatre department's technical director, and he said Moore complained 
Tiritilli wouldn't take 'no' for an answer.     
 
If people want to see someone as a trouble maker, or just unsettled, or always pushing, pushing, 
pushing, I guess you could make some of these actions fit that," Tiritilli acknowleged.    
 
He said he's telling his story because speculation is disrupting his classroom and personal life.     
 
"People are looking at this thing.  Why would you let a good teacher go, someone who's 
apparently having a good impact? 
What's he been doing?  Is he putting hands on students, doing something inappropriate? What's 
going on?  At that point, I just had to say, look, here's the simple truth," Tiritilli said.   
 
Administrators are not commenting on the personnel matter, but Superintendent Barry Reilly and 
Board President Mary Yount commended the students for speaking out. 
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SPRINGFIELD -  Congressman Darin LaHood said that he'd love to see a trillion dollars in 
federal spending on roads, bridges, locks, and dams. But he also has significant doubt that it 
could happen.  
 
The Peoria Republican said there's certainly plenty of need for a federal infrastructure package. 
He pointed to the highways, bridges, and rivers in central and west-central Illinois as examples.  
 
But LaHood said the chances that Congress and President Trump will be able to deliver a trillion 
dollar building plan are 50-50 at best because no one knows how to pay for it.  
 
"There's a lot of talk about public-private partnerships, and I am supportive of that," LaHood said 
by phone on Wednesday. "I think that's easier to do in urban areas, where you can get a return on 
your investment by having a toll road or a rapid transit system where people pay a fee. But it's 
harder to do in rural areas and downstate." 



 
 

 
The other option, LaHood said, is to raise the federal gas tax. But that's not going to be popular 
with drivers, or voters – or with him, for that matter. 
 
"I'm concerned when you take more money from people and give it to the federal government," 
LaHood said. "We've talked about the idea of a lock box. If people knew you were going to take 
a couple of extra cents from them to go toward infrastructure, they want to make sure it is in a 
true lock box. That it can't be spent by anyone else in government." 
 
LaHood said that a number of Republican governors across the state have raised their gas taxes 
in the past few years, so there could be some Republican support to increase it nationally.  
 
Illinois lawmakers talked about raising the gas tax last year, perhaps as a way to finance a state-
based road construction package. However, that talk did not lead to a vote.   
 
The existing federal gas tax costs drivers 18.4 cents a gallon. Illinois' gas tax adds another 19 
cents per gallon, plus a 3-cent per gallon use tax. Drivers in many parts of the state also pay local 
taxes on gasoline. To those taxes, Illinois charges a sales tax on gas. As a result, Illinois drivers 
are paying among the highest taxes on fuel in the entire country. 
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NORMAL - Normal Town Council members are excited about the prospect of construction 
crains returning to Uptown Circle even as historic preservationists worry that three buildings 
might have to be demolished.   
 
The council unanimously agreed to work with Davenport-based Bush Construction to develop a 
five-story building on the northeast side of Uptown Circle.      
 
Former Mayor Paul Harmon offered his congratulations during the public comment portion of 
Tuesday night's council meeting.   
 
"It has retail, professional offices, and residential.  All of these are needed in order to make the 
Uptown continue to flourish in the future," said the former mayor.     
 



 
 

Former Mayor candidate Marc Tiritilli offered his support as long as the project doesn't add to 
the town's debt.  Tiritilli and three other speakers lobbied to save buildings at 104, 106, and 108 
East Beaufort St. in Normal, which might have to be torn down.     
 
RC McBride and other council members pledged to do what they can to save the existing 
buildings.     
 
"Architects can do some amazing things, and perhaps they can incorporate, or work around the 
building, or perhaps not.  We'll see that as we go forward," said McBride.        
 
Mayor Chris Koos acknowledged the council will have to make tough decisions about the $29 
million development.       
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BLOOMINGTON - The Bloomington City Council will not vote next Monday on a 'welcoming 
city' ordinance intended to protect undocumented immigrants from deportation.      
 
Five aldermen, which is a council majority, sent an e-mail to Interim City Manager Steve 
Rasmussen requesting the resolution be taken off the agenda.    
 
Mayor Tari Renner said he pulled the item, not to give into the aldermens' demands, but to 
provide time for review of changes proposed by some of the groups supporting the ordinance.         
 
"It seemed time for maybe a step back and a little bit of reflection on what this is all about, and a 
little bit of reflection on what this is all about, and we will move ahead from there," the mayor 
said.      
 
Aldermen Joni Painter, Mboka Mwilambwe, David Sage, Kimberly Bray, and Karen Schmidt 
asked for the postponement.  
 
"It maybe that all five of this group decides they're going to vote against the next proposal.  
That's fine. Or they vote to table it, but they've got to do it in public," said Renner.  
 



 
 

They  can't do it in an e-mail that they send to Steve Rasmussen, the interim city manager.   
That's not how policymaking in cities works," the mayor added.   
 
The five aldermen claimed a resolution isn't needed because undocumented immigrants are 
protected by the Trust Act, recently signed by Governor Rauner.    
 
They say Bloomington Police have not turned anyone over to federal Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Agents, and the proposed ordinance casts unfair criticism on local police.      
 
The aldermen also say costs are unacceptable to hold council meetings at the Bloomington 
Center for the Performing Arts to accommodate large crowds interested in the welcoming 
ordinance.  
 
They estimated Monday's meeting at BCPA would have cost $3,692.  The council members 
claim two previous meetings at the venue cost $4,324.  
 
The council's regularly scheduled meeting will be held instead at City Hall.         
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BLOOMINGTON - Union workers who pick up the garbage in the city of Bloomington were 
relieved by the city council's vote against exploring privatization of solid waste pick-up.    
 
Renee Nestler, staff representative for the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees Local 699, appealed to aldermen to vote against outsourcing, and instead back higher 
fees for long-term solution to cut costs.  
 
Nestler said workers have built up a lot of goodwill over the years.  
 
"All the credit in the world goes to our members who do the job day in and day out, and where 
the citizens appreciate the services they do and the quality work," said Nestler.    
 
"They're spoken highly of, and that helped them," Nestler added.   
 
Nestler said workers can now focus helping city staffers come up with ways to make the service 
more efficient, and help overcome the government's $2.9 million deficit.     



 
 

 
Among the ideas is to reduce bulk waste pick-up to just a couple of times a year and brush 
collection to once a month or every quarter.  The city might also create morning and evening 
shifts for garbage pick-up to allow for more efficient use of department vehicles.           
 
Other options are to cut bulk waste pick-up to just two times a year and reduce brush collection 
to once a month or every quarter.   
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BLOOMINGTON - While a bill in the House of Representatives seeks to ban children under the 
age of 12 from playing tackle football, State Senator Bill Brady doesn't believe government has a 
place in youth athletics. 
 
The bill, which passed out of the House Mental Health Committee last week with an 11-9 vote, 
now awaits a second reading and debate. Brady, a former youth football player himself, said 
parents should decide whether or not to let their child play full contact football. 
 
"Extra curricular activities like sports do a lot more good than harm," Brady explained. "We 
should leave it up to parents to make those decisions - not the place for government." 
 
The proposal is being spearheaded by State Representative Carol Sente. 
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NORMAL - A case of what authorities said was illegal pharmacy shopping for opioids in 
Bloomington-Normal has led to federal legislation aimed at curbing the spread of the highly-
addictive painkiller.    
 
At a news conference Friday in Uptown Normal, Central Illinois Republican Congressman 
Rodney Davis joined local leaders and police to introduce a bill requiring people with opioid 
prescriptions to show identification to the pharmacist.    
 
"Those who are in the business of possibly selling those pills, those who are addicted and maybe 
using those pills, they need to be able to tell that pharmacist who they are so that law 
enforcement can go find out who the bad actors are," said Davis. 
 
The congressman said the need for the legislation became apparent last summer when local 
police arrested three Chicago area residents who went from pharmacy to pharmacy trying to fill 
fraudulent opioid prescriptions.       
 
Normal Police Sgt. Adam Kapchinske said pharmacists became suspicious and called police.    
 
"They did a great job recognizing something was up. They kind of understand that they had a 
cycle of two or three people coming in with extremely high and rare prescriptions. So they 
brought it to our attention that something was out of place," Sgt. Kapchinske said.     
 
The matter was brought to the congressman's attention by the Sergeant and Normal Town 
Councilman Jeff Fritzen.      
 
Davis' bill also calls for information about opioid prescriptions to be entered into a presciption 
drug monitoring data base.     
 
The congressman said his proposal is a good first step in breaking the cycle of opioid addiction.  
Davis expects the bill to pass because he said opioid abuse is not a partisan issue.           
 

ISSUE: Crime 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Local man charged with killing his dogs, then dumping them on a rural road 
 
Date: 01/05/2018  

Time: 7:00 a.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - Police say they've figured out who killed two dogs then dumped the animals 
on the side of a rural McLean County road last month.   
 



 
 

McLean County prosecutors have filed felony charges of aggravated animal cruelty against 71-
year old Gary Eustice of Normal.  
  
The charges allege Eustice placed his dogs, Bella and Taco, in a garage with a car motor running, 
and they died from carbon monoxide poisoning.    
 
He's also charged with littering for dumping their remains on Twin Grove Road.    
 
McLean County Sheriff's Police turned to social media for leads. They said some good tips and a 
thorough investigation led them to the suspect, who's free on his own recognizance.    
 
Police declined comment why the man allegedly killed the pets.     
 
Eustice faces up to three years in prison if he's convicted. 

ISSUE: Crime 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Suspect captured in December Peach Street shooting  
 
Date: 01/05/2018  

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - Authorities believe they've solved a shooting that happened just before 
Christmas on Bloomington's east side. 
 
Bloomington Police say the department's Street Crime Division, aided by a police dog,  and the 
U.S. Marshals Violent Fugitive Task Force arrested Willie Dawson, 33, Friday in the 300 block 
of S. Western Ave.    
 
The Bloomington man is accused of shooting a handgun towards a group of people in the 1900 
of Peach St. on December 23.   
 
Police say Dawson faces multiple counts of aggravated discharge of a firearm in an occupied 
vehicle and several other weapons charges related to a prior felony conviction.    
 
A McLean County Jail officer says Dawson is required to post a $40,750 cash bond to be 
released while he awaits trial.     
 

ISSUE: Crime 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 



 
 

TITLE: Woman dies, man arrested in Bloomington domestic violence case 
 
Date: 02/05/2018  

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - A woman is dead, the apparent victim of domestic violence near Downtown 
Bloomington.  
 
Police arrested a suspect, and they don't anticipate making other arrests for an incident that 
happened at 610 N. McLean St.  They say there's no reason to believe there's a public safety 
threat.      
 
Bloomington Police responded about 2:35 Monday afternoon, but they haven't released details 
about what happened there.  On social media, police asked people to stay away from the area, 
and they requested social media users not to post information about the incident.    
 
The suspect's name has not been released.  McLean County Coroner Kathy Davis would not 
release the victim's name.  She has scheduled an autopsy for Tuesday .    
 
The investigation continues. Anyone with information is asked to contact Bloomington Police 
Detective Jeff Engle at 309-434-2371 or jengle@cityblm.org and Detective Steve Moreland at 
309-434-2359 or smoreland@cityblm.org.  
 
Anonymous tips can be phoned into McLean County Crime Stoppers at 309-828-1111.    

ISSUE: Crime 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: BPD arrests meth producer, seize 128 grams 
 
Date: 02/15/2018  

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

BLOOMINGTON - Bloomington Police arrested a local man [WAITING TO HEAR BACK ON 
THE CORRECT DATE] for allegedly producing methamphetamine. 
 
BPDs Patrol Division and Vice Unit had been working on a drug investigation that led them to 
31-year-old Jacob Laws of Bloomington. Officers reportedly encounters Laws in possession of 
drug paraphernalia while in the 400 block of Brock Drive. 
 



 
 

Police searched Laws' motel room and seized approximately 128 grams of meth and reportedly 
found evidence of meth production. 
 
Laws was taken to the McLean County Jail. 

ISSUE: Crime 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: BPD arrests meth producer, seize 128 grams 
 
Date: 03/06/2018  

Time: 6:00 a.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

CHATSWORTH - Livingston County Sheriff's Police have arrested three people in Chatsworth 
for allegedly selling heroin. Ryan Molck, Samantha Martinez, and Christina Scott, all from 
Chatsworth, face charges of delivering a controlled substance within 500 feet of a church, 
school, or park. 
 
Sheriff's police said they also seized 60 doses of suspected heroin, a 2005 Ford passenger car 
allegedly used in the alleged drug dealing, and $250 in suspected drug money. 

ISSUE: Crime 

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News story 

TITLE: Three arrested in Ford County bomb plot 
 
Date: 03/13/2018  

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Duration: Story ran 12 hours 

FORD COUNTY - Federal prosecutors say they have linked three Ford County men to the 
bombing of a Bloomington, Minnesota mosque last August and an attempted bombing three 
months later at a Champaign women's health clinic that performs abortions.   
 
Prosecutors filed an affidavit detailing evidence they have against Michael Hari, 47, Joe Morris, 
22, Michael McWhorter, 29, all from Clarence in eastern Ford County.    
 
Prosecutors filed the document as they charged the trio and a fourth Clarence man, Ellis Mack, 
18, with possession of a machine gun.    
 



 
 

The affidavit said McWhorter confessed on Saturday, telling authorities that it was Hari's idea to 
bomb the mosque to scare Muslims out of the country because they push their beliefs on 
everyone else.   
 
Five people were inside the mosque at the time.  
 
"Michael Hari also has a YouTube channel, and people in town tell us that they were planning on 
rallying a militia together to try to fight the FBI," said reporter Aaron Eades from our news 
partner, WCIA-TV.  
 
Police were searching a building Hari owns in Clarence and his parents' home in Paxton.    
 
The Champaign News-Gazette said Hari is an ex-Ford County sheriff's deputy, had run for 
sheriff as Libertarian, and has a conviction for abducting his own children.    
 
Authorities also linked Hari, Morris, and McWhorter to a pipe bomb left in a surgical room, but 
did not explode at Women's Health Practice in Champaign. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


