
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WJBC-AM Bloomington/Normal, Illinois 
Quarterly Issues 

Second Quarter 2019 



WJBC Issues Summary for Quarter 2/2019 
 
 
During the second quarter of 2019, WJBC-AM addressed numerous news 
and local issues including, but not limited to: 
 
Women’s Health Night 
Rock the Block 
MC Strong 5k Classic 
YWCA Women of Distinction 
St. Jude Golf Classic 
Special Olympics Ill Summer Games 
BN By The Numbers 
Relay for Life 
CDM Pushcart Derby 
Sugar Creek Arts Festival 
 
 
WJBC News covered numerous stories with a direct impact on the local 
community. 
 
(See below for more details on events and news stories.) 
  



 
 
 

 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Women’s & family health issues 
 
How Issue Was Treated: PSA’s & Day Of mentions 
 
Title:  Family/Women’s Health Night 
 
Date: April 2 
 
Time: 3p-7p 
 
 
Description: WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. We had a 
contingent of people present at the event as well to promote. 
 
 
  



 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Local United Way Agencies 
 
How Issue Was Treated: PSA’s & Day Of mentions 
 
Title:  Rock the Block 
 
Date: April 27, 2019 
 
Time: 4p -7p 
 
 
Description: WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. We had a 
contingent of people present at the event as well to promote. 
  



 

 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Benefit for numerous local agencies including Big Brothers, 
MADD, St. Jude, etc. 

 
How Issue Was Treated: PSA’s, in-studio interviews & Day Of 

mentions 
 
Title:  MC Strong 5k Classic 
 
Date: April 20, 2019 
 
Time: 7:30a 
 
 
Description: WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. We had a 
contingent of people present at the event as well to promote. 



 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Highlighting women who have made their mark on our 
community 

 
 
How Issue Was Treated: PSA’s, in-studio interviews & Day Of 

mentions 
 
Title:  YMCA Women of Distinction Banquet 
 
Date: June 25, 2019 
 
Time: 6:30pm 
 
 
Description: WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. We had a 
contingent of people present at the event as well to promote. 



 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Childhood disease research 
 
How Issue Was Treated: PSA’s, in-studio interviews & Day Of 

mentions 
 
Title:  St. Jude Golf Classic 
 
Date: June 10, 2019 
 
Time: 11am 
 
 
Description: WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. In addition, we 
offered and online presence on our WJBC.com website. 
  



 
 

 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Empowering differently abled people 
 
How Issue Was Treated:  PSA’s & Day of Mentions 
 
Title:  Special Olympics Summer Games 
 
Date:  June 7, 8, 9, 2019 
 
Time:  All Day 
 
 
Description:  WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. In addition, we 
offered and online presence on our WJBC.com website. 
  



 

 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Childhood Education 
 
How Issue Was Treated:  PSA’s & Day of Mentions 
 
Title:  Children’s Discovery Museum Pushcart Derby 
 
Date:  June 15, 2019 
 
Time:  8a-1p 
 
 
Description:  WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. 
  



 

 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Benefitting local arts community 
 
How Issue Was Treated:  PSA’s, in-studio interviews & Day Of 

mentions with live reports. 
 
Title:  Sugar Creek Arts Festival 
 
Date:  July 13 & 14, 2019 
 
Time:  All Day 
 
 
Description:  WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. In addition, we 
offered and online presence on our WJBC.com website. 
  



 

 
 

Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 
 

Issue: Cancer research fundraiser 
 
How Issue Was Treated:  PSA’s, in-studio interviews & Day Of 

mentions with live reports. 
 
Title:  Relay for Life 
 
Date:  June 21, 2019 
 
Time:  All Day 
 
 
Description:  WJBC aired 30 second, 60 second and live 
promotional announcements regarding the event. In addition, we 
offered and online presence on our WJBC.com website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS 

 
  



Quart e rly Is sues  Second Quart e r – April-June  2 0 1 9  
 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Years  in t he  making , Zimmerman murde r t o  begin in McLean Count y 
Court   
   
Dat e : 4 / 1 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 5 am 

Durat ion: 1 2  hours  

BLOOMINGTON  - One  of McLean Count y' s  highes t  profile  criminal case s  in 
years  goes  t o  t ria l Monday, s t art ing  wit h t he  some t imes  t edious , but  
crucial process  of p icking  a  jury. 
 
Kirk Zimmerman, 6 0  is  free  on bond for a llegedly killing  his  former wife  
Pame la  Zimmerman in November 2 0 1 4 . The  we ll-known financial p lanne r, 
who was  found dead in he r office  on Eas t  Washingt on St ree t  wit h mult ip le  
gunshot  wounds .   
 
Jury se lec t ion might  t ake  mos t , if not  a ll, of t his  week. Prospect ive  jurors  
have  filled  out  ques t ionnaire s . Many are  like ly t o  say t hey've  heard  about  
t he  case , but  t hat ' s  not  enough t o  be  excused from se rvice .  Lawye rs  will 
ask if t hey can se t  as ide  what  t hey've  heard  and reach a  ve rdic t  based 
only on what  t hey hear in court .     
 
The  s t a t e  is  expect ed  t o  pre sent  a  c ircums t ant ia l case  a lleg ing  t he  
Zimmermans  had a  cont ent ious  d ivorce , and he  was  worried  t hat  child  
support  payment s  would  prevent  him from re t iring  from his  job  at  St at e  
Farm. 
 
Ot he r prosecut ion wit ne sse s  inc lude  friends  and re la t ive s  who c la im 
Pame la Zimmerman feared  he r ex-husband, and ce ll phone  dat a  t hat  
report edly put  him at  t he  crime  scene , and prior t o  t hat , in Indiana whe re  
he  a llegedly bought  a  gun.   
 
Aut horit ie s  have  not  found t he  murde r weapon.   
 
Zimmerman is  repre sent ed  by St . Louis  a t t orney John Roge rs .  He  said  on 
his  webs it e  t hat  he ' s  t ried  "we ll ove r" 1 2 5  jury t ria ls  in s t a t e  and fede ral 
court , "repre sent ing  individuals  and bus ine sse s  charged wit h whit e  collar, 
murde r, s ex, and drug  offense s ." 



 
The  t ria l is  expect ed  t o  las t  about  s ix weeks .     
 

 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Normal Council candidat e  ra ise s  "huge  prope rt y right s " is sue  on 
e lec t ion eve   
   
Dat e : 4 / 1 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 1 0 am 

Durat ion: 1 2  hours  

 
NORMAL - A challenge r for one  of t hree  Normal Town Council s eat s  up  for 
grabs  in Tuesday' s  e lec t ion managed t o  have  t he  las t  word be fore  vot e rs  
go  t o  t he  polls .   
 
Candidat e  and prope rt y owne r St an Nord ' s  d isput e  wit h t he  t own ove r 
sewer connect ion fee s  was  t he  main t opic  a t  Monday night ' s  Normal Town 
Council mee t ing .    
 
Nord owns  a  lit t le  more  t han 1 5  acre s  a t  2 0 1 2  W. College  Ave . He ' s  
prot e s t ing  almos t  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  in fee s  t hat  we re  unpaid  by previous  land 
owne rs .      
 
Nord  said  t he  d isput e  is  a  "huge" prope rt y right s  is sue .    
 
"What  you are  t e lling  eve ry vot e r, t axpaye r, prope rt y owne r, and 
pot ent ia l prope rt y owne r is  prope rt y purchased in Normal can not  be  
t rus t ed ," said  Nord.   
 
"Your checkbook will a lways  be  a t  risk for gove rnment  t o  search t he  
prope rt y records  for a  fee  t hat  was  e it he r in e rror, or is  now int e rpre t ed  
d iffe rent ly, and make  you pay for it ,"  Nord also  said .   
 
Town at t orney Brian Day said  Nord knew about  uncollec t ed  t ap-on fee s  
be fore  buying  t he  land.  As  long  as  t he  prope rt y remains  undeve loped, 
Nord does  not  have  t o  pay t he  money.    
 



Mayor Chris  Koos  said  Nord is  making  wild  accusat ions  about  t he  fee ' s  
impact  on t he  local e conomy.   
 
"The  not ion t hat  prope rt y will not  be  sold  in Normal and banks  will not  
loan money t o  prope rt ie s  in Normal I find  rid iculous ," 
 s a id  Koos .  
 
The  council vot ed  t o  send t he  mat t e r t o  t he  p lanning  commiss ion t o  see  
if t he  mat t e r can be  re solved wit hout  a  lawsuit .  Nord has  hired  a  lawye r.  
 
Town s t affe rs  not ed  t hey have  t ried  t o  work wit h Nord, reducing  various  
fee s  by about  7 0  pe rcent .    
 
One  of t he  o t he r nine  council candidat e s , incumbent  Kat hleen Lorenz, sa id  
she ' s  puzzled  by t he  "odd t iming" of bringing  t he  mat t e r t o  t he  council.  
 

ISSUE:Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE:Munic ipal Elec t ions  Unde rway  
   
Dat e : 4 / 2 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : Durat ion: 1 2  hours  

Polls  across  Cent ral Illinois  will remain open seve ral more  hours  for t oday' s  
munic ipal e lec t ions . 
 
McLean Count y Cle rk Kat hy Michae l, whose  office  handle s  a ll vot ing  in t he  
count y, except  Bloomingt on, says  vot e r t urnout  has  been re la t ive ly low. 
 
The  la t e s t  updat e  from t he  Bloomingt on Elec t ion Commiss ion at  four 
o ' c lock shows  jus t  ove r 2 ,0 0 0  vot e rs  have  been t o  t he  polls . 
 
In t he  Twin Cit ie s , Normal has  t hree  of it s  t own council s eat s  up  for grabs  
wit h e ight  candidat e s  running , while  t he  Bloomingt on Cit y Council has  
cont e s t ed  race s  in it s  even wards . 
 
Polls  will remain open unt il 7  p .m.   
 
St ay t uned for updat e s  once  t he  polls  c lose  wit h WJBC' s  Greg  Halble ib  a t  
t he  t op  and bot t om of t he  hour he re  on AM 1 2 3 0  WJBC. We ' ll a lso  have  
live  updat e s  on social media  wit h WJBC' s  Howard Packowit z , and a  
comple t e  rundown la t e r t onight  on WJBC.com. 
 



ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Ne ighbors  look out  for e ach o t he r aft e r la t e s t  Orchard  Road killing   
   
Dat e : 4 / 3 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time :5 am 

Durat ion: 1 2  hours  

BLOOMINGTON - A Bloomingt on woman said  she  fee ls  safe  living  in he r 
e as t  s ide  ne ighborhood despit e  a  second deadly shoot ing  t he re  in le s s  
t han a  year.    
 
Julie  Hint horn was  in t he  basement , and he r mot he r was  in t he  living  room 
wat ching  TV Tuesday night  a t  t he ir home  on Orchard  and Wildwood 
Roads .    
 
An SUV crashed int o  t wo parked vehic le s  and Hint horn' s  house . Ins ide  t he  
SUV was  gunshot  vic t im Juan Nash, 2 5 , who died  from his  wounds .   
 
Hint horn is  t hankful t he  SUV hit  a  me t al flag  pole  on he r prope rt y, which 
sent  t he  vehic le  in t he  d irec t ion of he r cars  and garage , ins t ead of s t riking  
a  part  of t he  house  t hat  might  have  badly injured  he r mot he r.     
 
"It  may have  vee red him off t owards  our vehic le s  and t he  garage . If not , 
he  may have  (gone )  int o  t he  living  room and my mot he r would ' ve  been 
s it t ing  in he r chair,"  Hint horn said .    
 
Two ot he r men, Nat hanie l Caldwe ll, 2 6 , and Scot t y Allen, 1 8 , we re  in 
crit ical, but  s t able  condit ion. It ' s  be lieved t hey we re  t hey we re  shot  about  
a  b lock away in t he  1 2 0 0  block of Orchard  Road.    
 
That ' s  t he  same  block whe re  Tanehiea Brown, 2 0 ,  and St even Alexande r 
Jr., 1 8 , we re  shot  t o  deat h, and t wo ot he r people  we re  wounded in June  
of las t  year.  Bloomingt on Police  arre s t ed  Hammet  Brown, 2 7 , who ' s  ja iled  
on $ 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  bond while  await ing  t ria l in t hat  case .   
 
Police  have  not  made  an arre s t  in Tuesday night ' s  shoot ing , and t hey' re  
s t ill asking  for t he  public ' s  he lp  t o  solve  t he  case .       
 
Meant ime , Hint horn said  he r ne ighbors  he lp  one  anot he r t o  s t ay safe .   
 
"This  ne ighborhood right  he re  is  a  safe  ne ighborhood," Hint horn t o ld  news  
part ne r, WMBD-TV.    



 
"Ne ighbors , quit e  a  few of t hem, have  been he re , lived he re  for seve ral 
years .  My mot he r and fa t he r moved he re  in 1 9 7 9 .  We  know each ot he r, 
and wat ch out  for one  anot he r," Hint horn also  said .      
 
Jus t  like  las t  year, Bloomingt on Police  Public  Informat ion Office r John 
Fe rmon said  t he  depart ment  is  providing  ext ra  pat ro l for t he  
ne ighborhood.    
 
Anyone  wit h informat ion is  asked t o  cont ac t  Bloomingt on Police  De t ec t ive  
Jared  Bie rbaum at  (3 0 9 )  4 3 4 -2 8 0 7 , emailing  Bie rbaum at  
jb ie rbaum@cit yblm.org , or calling  t he  depart ment ’s  main line  a t  (3 0 9 )  
8 2 0 -8 8 8 8 .  
 
McLean Count y Crime  St oppe rs  accept s  t ips  from anonymous  calle rs  a t  
(3 0 9 )  8 2 8 -1 1 1 1 .  The  Crime  St oppe rs  organizat ion pays  rewards  of up  t o  
$ 1 ,0 0 0  for informat ion le ading  t o  arre s t s  and indic t ment s .   
 

 

 

ISSUE:Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED:News  St ory  

TITLE: Hot e l builde r seeks  incent ive s  from Normal for ext ended s t ay 
suit e s   
   
Dat e : 4 / 5 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 1 0 am 

Durat ion:1 2  Hours   

NORMAL - The  builde r who want s  t o  put  up  an ext ended s t ay hot e l in 
nort h Normal hopes  t he  t own gove rnment  cons ide rs  t ax breaks  t o  he lp  
fund t he  projec t .   
 
Normal Mayor Chris  Koos  is  re luct ant  t o  offe r incent ive s  because  t he  
communit y a lready has  p lent y of hot e l rooms .   
 
Thursday evening , t he  p lanning  commiss ion approved plans  for Home  2  
Suit e s  by Hilt on in t he  nort hwes t  port ion of Cons t it ut ion Trail Cent e r a t  
Main St ree t  and Raab Road, adjacent  t o  Bradford  Lane .   
 



Jacob Horve  of Horve  Hospit a lit y Management  in Forsyt h t o ld  p lanning  
commiss ione rs  ext ended s t ay suit e s  don' t  compe t e  wit h run-of-t he -mill 
hot e ls .  
 
"This  has  a  full kit chen in eve ry room. It ' s  de s igned for people  t o  s t ay for 
mont hs , or in some  case s , years ," said  Horve .   
 
"We 've  had people  s t ay for five  t o  s ix days  a  week for years  a t  a  t ime  in 
some  of our ext ended s t ay prope rt ie s ," Horve  also  said .   
 
Horve  said  t he  Decat ur and Champaign ext ended day hot e ls  built  by his  
firm were  a ided by gove rnment  incent ive s . 
 
"We  know what  it  t ake s  t o  do  t he se  projec t s ," he  said .   
 
"Any incent ive s  de finit e ly he lp .  The  las t  few we 've  done  pe rsonally he re  
in Cent ral Illinois  have  been incent ivized heavily by t he  communit y.  You 
ge t  your hot e l-mot e l t axes  from t he  fac ilit y it s e lf, so  t hat  obvious ly 
re imburse s  t he  communit y for any incent ive s  t hat  are  provided," Horve  
added.       
 
He  said  Home  2  Suit e s  in Normal would  be  four s t orie s  wit h 1 0 4  rooms . 
Horve  said  t he re  would  be  up t o  6 0  cons t ruct ion worke rs . Once  it ' s  built , 
t he  hot e l would  employ up t o  2 5  full and part -t ime  worke rs .    
 
The  Normal Town Council vot e  is  se t  for April 1 5 .  
 
Howard Packowit z  can be  reached at  howard.packowit z@cumulus .com    
 

ISSUE:Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Tria l de layed in Bloomingt on t rip le  murde r case   
   
Dat e : 4 / 5 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

BLOOMINGTON - A Bloomingt on t rip le  murde r suspect  won' t  s t and t ria l 
next  mont h because  his  new lawye r says  he  needs  t ime  t o  review t he  
prosecut ion' s  evidence .   

 



Sydney Mays '  t ria l was  supposed t o  s t art  May 1 3 , but  las t  week, Mays  
hired  Chicago lawye r Michae l Jarard .  Mays  init ia lly ins is t ed  t hat  he  ac t  as  
his  own at t orney, but  he  changed his  mind.   
 
Be fore  hiring  Jarard , Mays  chose  t o  have  t he  judge , ins t ead of a  jury, 
decide  t he  case . Jarard  said  he  hasn' t  decided ye t  if Mays  should  ask 
again for a  jury t ria l.   
 
Mays  is  charged wit h shoot ing  t o  deat h Juan Carlos  Pe rez-Macedo, Corey 
Jackson, and Nat hanie l Pena, and grave ly wounding  Pena ' s  young son 
June  1 8  in an apart ment  in t he  3 0 0  block of Riley Drive .   
 
No new t ria l dat e  has  been scheduled, but  Mays  is  expect ed  t o  appear for 
a  s t a t us  hearing  May 2 1 . 
 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Names  from Goodfie ld  Fire  Re leased  
   
Dat e : 4 / 6 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

The  Woodford  Count y Corone r said  pre liminary aut opsy re sult s  for t he  
five  people  killed  in t he  Goodfie ld  fire  ove r t he  weekend sugges t  t hey 
expe rienced carbon monoxide  int oxicat ion. 
 
Corone r Tim Rues t man ident ified  t he  vic t ims  as  6 9 -year-old  Kat hryn 
Murray, 3 4 -year-old  Jason Wall, t wo-year-olds  Rose  Alwood and Damien 
Wall and one -year-old  Arie l Wall. 
 
All we re  pronounced dead jus t  be fore  midnight  Sat urday. 
 
Two ot he rs  in t he  home , Kat rina and Kyle  Alwood, we re  t aken t o  a  local 
hospit a l, whe re  t hey we re  t re at ed  and re leased. 
 
Eureka-Goodfie ld  Fire fight e rs  we re  called  t o  Cypre ss  Court  a t  1 1 :1 5 pm, 
whe re  t hey arrived t o  find  t he  t ra ile r engulfed  in flames . 
 
The  fire  remains  unde r inves t igat ion. 
 



ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Asphalt  and concre t e  fund not  ye t  se t  in s t one    
  
Dat e : 4 / 6 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on alde rmen spent  mos t  of t he ir t ime  Monday 
night  d iscuss ing  whe t he r a  proposed fund t o  pay for asphalt  and concre t e  
should  inc lude  more  t han jus t  asphalt  and concre t e .    
 
Cit y s t affe rs  propose  t o  se t  up  t he  fund as  anot he r laye r of t ransparency 
t o  show how t he  gove rnment  is  spending  local gas  t ax revenue  t o  fix 
s t ree t s  and s idewalks .    
 
The  council de layed ac t ion for t wo weeks  on Alde rman Kimberly Bray' s  
idea t o  inc lude  language  t hat  gas  t ax dollars  should  be  spent  exclus ive ly 
on asphalt  and concre t e  projec t s , and not  for more  cos t ly brick s t ree t  
repairs .    
 
Alde rman Joni Paint e r s ided wit h Bray t hat  asphalt  and concre t e  work is  a  
highe r priorit y.   
 
"We 've  got  such a  seve re  problem wit h t he  asphalt  and concre t e  t hat  we  
have  right  now, and we  have  limit ed  funds  t o  spend on t hat ,"  sa id  Paint e r.   
 
"I t hink we  need t o  move  ahead wit h t his  and figure  out  how we ' re  going  
t o  pay for t he  brick s t ree t s  going  forward," Paint e r added.     
 
Alde rman Amelia  Buragas  said  t he  council should  not  limit  spending  
opt ions .    
 
"We  have  s t ree t s  in t he  c it y t hat  de spe rat e ly need maint enance . They 
despe rat e ly need work," said  Buragas .   
 
"To remove  t hem from a funding  source , I t hink is  saying  t o  t hose  
re s ident s  t hat  we ' re  not  t a lking  your needs  se rious ly because  your needs  
are  d iffe rent  t han some  ot he r people ' s  needs ." 
 



The  council' s  lengt hy discuss ion fo llowed a  unanimous  vot e  adopt ing  t he  
$ 2 2 7 .5  million budge t , which is  up  8 .3  pe rcent  from t he  previous  fiscal 
year, due  t o  increased infras t ruct ure  spending .    

 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Zimmerman Tria l Ent e rs  Day Two  
   
Dat e : 4 / 9 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

Jurors  Tuesday in t he  Kirk Zimmerman murde r t ria l wat ched five  hours  of 
int e rrogat ion foot age  from Zimmerman' s  firs t  int e rview wit h Bloomingt on 
Police  de t ec t ive s  aft e r his  former wife ' s  deat h. 
 
Our news  part ne r WMBD-TV report s  Se rgeant  Tim Power conduct ed  t he  
init ia l int e rrogat ions  of Zimmerman, who is  charged for t he  2 0 1 4  murde r 
of his  ex-wife  Pam Zimmerman.  
 
In t he  video, Zimmerman answered ques t ions  wit h lengt hy re sponses  
when it  came  t o  his  a lma mat e r t he  Unive rs it y of Iowa — his  kids , and 
even about  t he  d ivorce  agreement . 
 
But  when asked what  he  d id  t he  night  of Pam' s  deat h - or if he  le ft  his  
house  t hat  night  … he  paused for some  t ime  be fore  saying , “I’m jus t  
t ired , I need t o  recharge , I jus t  want  t o  see  my kids ,” said  Zimmerman. 
 
This  ange red Power who re sponded, “Eve ry t ime  we  ask you about  t he  
t ime  frame  we  need you t o  g ive  us , you say I need t o  see  my kids ,” said  
Power. 
 
Zimmerman re sponded by saying  a  doct or t o ld  him he  might  have  cance r 
and he  want ed t o  see  his  kids  because  t hey jus t  los t  t he ir mom and now 
t hey might  lose  t he ir dad.   
 
Tes t imony began Monday, as  t he  t ria l is  expect ed  t o  las t  four t o  s ix 
weeks .   

 

 



ISSUE: Educat ion, Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED:  

TITLE: Unit  5  board  asked t o  approve  firs t  phase  of Brandt  t ax breaks   
    
Dat e : 4 / 9 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6 am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

NORMAL  - Anot he r local t axing  body is  expect ed  t o  vot e  t oday whe t he r 
t o  make  good on an agreement  t o  cut  prope rt y t axes  for a  Canadian firm 
t hat ' s  making  agricult ural equipment  a t  a  fac t ory jus t  nort h of Normal.   
 
The  Unit  5  School Board  is  be ing  asked t o  abat e  a ll 2 0 1 8  prope rt y t axes  
on t wo parce ls  of land and half of t he  t axes  on t hree  o t he r parce ls  owned 
by Brandt  Indus t rie s .   
 
Dis t ric t  adminis t ra t ors  said  Brandt  has  sat is fied  required  condit ions  of t he  
firs t  year of a  mult i-year agreement  t o  provide  Brandt  wit h t ax incent ive s .  
Earlie r t his  year, Brandt  had 7 7  full-t ime  worke rs , exceeding  t he  
company' s  p ledge  t o  employ 5 0  full-t ime rs  by now.    
 
The  Heart land Communit y College  Board  t ook s imilar ac t ion in Brandt ' s  
favor las t  mont h.     
 
The  Unit  5  School Board  mee t s  Wednesday at  7  p .m. a t  Normal Wes t  High 
School.     
 
 

ISSUE: Bus ine ss , Communit y  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED:  

TITLE: DESTIHL Expands  in Alaska  
   
Dat e : 4 / 0 9 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

DESTIHL Brewery announced t oday it ' s  expanding  bee r d is t ribut ion t o  
Alaska and Maryland.  
 



In May of 2 0 1 7 , DESTIHL opened it s  4 7 -t housand square  foot  product ion 
fac ilit y in Normal.  Co-Founde r, CEO and Brew mas t e r, Mat t  Pot t s  sa id  in a  
s t a t ement  t he  new brewery has  a llowed for growt h in new and excit ing  
marke t s . 
 
The  brewery has  t e amed up wit h Bill’s  Dis t ribut ing  in Alaska and DOPS, 
Inc . in Maryland, which already dis t ribut e s  DESTIHL bee rs  in De laware  and 
Washingt on D.C. 
 
In Feburary, t he  brewery announced it ' s  build ing  a  new locat ion at  t he  
Carle  a t  The  Fie lds  deve lopment  in sout hwes t  Champaign in t he  summer 
of 2 0 2 0 , moving  from it s  orig inal downt own Champaign build ing , which 
opened in 2 0 1 1 . 
 
DESTIHL was  founded in Normal in 2 0 0 7 . 
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on Mayor Tari Renne r is  excit ed  t o  work wit h 
newly e lec t ed  c it y council members  and is  ant ic ipat ing  a  b it  of change . 
 
The  munic ipal e lec t ions  re sult ed  in four new alde rman e lec t ed  in 
Bloomingt on.  They inc lude  Donna Boe len in Ward 2 , in Ward 4  Julie  Emig , 
Jenn Carrillo  in Ward 6  and in Ward 8  Je ff Crabill. 
 
"Almos t  half t he  council is  new because  we  have  four coming in out  of 
t he  nine ," Renne r t o ld  WJBC' s  Scot t  Laughlin.  "If you have  one  new 
alde rman e lec t ed  t hat  makes  a  change , have  t wo and t hat  makes  a  pre t t y 
b ig  change .  Now we  go all t he  way up t o  four and t hat  will mos t  like ly 
make  a  pre t t y b ig  cult ure  change ." 
 
"Regardle s s , I t hink we ' ll be  poised  t o  make  import ant  progre ss  ove r t he  
next  few years  in Bloomingt on as  we 've  a lready made  some , but  I t hink 
we  can make  even more ," Renne r added. 
 



The  new alde rmen will be  sworn in May 1 . 
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NORMAL - A support e r of Unit  5 ' s  former d irec t or of human re source s  
said  Wednesday t he  a llegat ions  of workplace  harassment  t hat  led  t o  his  
re s ignat ion are  t he  re sult  of vic ious  lie s  and rumors .   
 
Me linda Whit e  said  she ' s  an acquaint ance  of James  Harden, whose  alleged 
misconduct  came  t o  light  las t  Friday when public  radio  s t a t ion WGLT 
published a  s t ory on it s  webs it e .    
 
Whit e  a t t ended Wednesday night ' s  Unit  5  school board  mee t ing  at  Normal 
Wes t  High School, s it t ing  next  t o  Harden' s  mot he r, Mary.    
 
"Eve ry charge  agains t  Dr. Harden was  an all-out  lie , which led  t o  a  fa lse  
conclus ion," Whit e  said .    
 
Whit e  was  one  of t hree  people  who spoke  t o  t he  board  during  t he  public  
comment  port ion of t he  mee t ing . She  said  Harden accept ed  a  buyout  and 
non-disc losure  agreement  because  he  was  unde r pre ssure  from accuse rs  
who want ed t o  ruin his  caree r.   
 
According  t o  Whit e , Harden is  a  man of "impeccable " charact e r.    
 
Polit ical ac t ivis t  Jodie  Slot hower said  Unit  5  has  a  long  his t ory of not  
knowing how t o  addre ss  bullying  and harassment .    
 



"I worked for some  of you t o  be  e lec t ed  on t his  board , and I'm  
disappoint ed  t hat  I have  t o  be  speaking  he re  reminding  you t hat  Unit  5  
should  have  a  policy of no  harassment , of no  bullying  of anyone , no  
mat t e r who t hey are , and t hat  you should  be  able  t o  carry out  t hat  
policy," Slo t hower said .  
 
Local NAACP member and former Unit  5  Cit izens  Advisory Council 
member Je rry James  asked for t he  whole  t rut h t o  come  out , not  jus t  
part ia l informat ion.   
 
"A lo t  of t hings  are  be ing  said  wit hout  a  full explanat ion of exact ly what  
happened, wit hout  t he  o t he r s ide  of t he  s t ory be ing  t o ld ," said  James .   
 
"I t hink it ' s  absolut e ly crit ical, if you' re  going  t o  impugn t he  pe rson' s  
reput at ion, t hat  a t  le as t  a ll t he  informat ion is  out  t he re  so  people  can 
make  a  sound judgment  about  exact ly t he  behavior t hat  eve rybody' s  
t a lking  about ," James  also  said .    
 
Unit  5  Supe rint endent  Mark Danie l declined comment , c it ing  
confident ia lit y when dealing  wit h pe rsonne l is sues . 
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NORMAL - Canada ' s  Brandt  Indus t rie s , which builds  agricult ural equipment  
jus t  nort h of Normal, is  re ce iving  it s  firs t  in a  se rie s  of t ax breaks  from 
Unit  5 .   
 
The  school board  Wednesday night  vot ed  unanimous ly t o  abat e  a ll 2 0 1 8  
prope rt y t axes  on t wo parce ls  of land and half of t he  t axes  on t hree  o t he r 
parce ls . That  amount s  t o  $ 3 9 ,3 8 3 .7 7 , according  t o  t he  school d is t ric t ' s  
a t t orney Curt  Richardson.    
 



Brandt  and local gove rnment s  s igned a  deve lopment  agreement   in which 
t he  company rece ive s  a  se rie s  of t ax breaks  ove r 1 0  years  in re t urn for 
mee t ing  ce rt a in hiring  objec t ive s .   
 
Brandt  has  exceeded t hose  expect at ions , wit h 7 7  full-t ime rs  working  at  
t he  fac t ory earlie r t his  year. Brandt  p ledged 5 0  full-t ime  worke rs  by now.   
 
The  Heart land Communit y College  Board  t ook s imilar ac t ion in Brandt ' s  
favor earlie r t his  mont h.       
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NORMAL - A cont rove rs ia l p lan t hat  inc ludes  rezoning  for a  nort heas t  s ide  
fire  s t a t ion in Normal is  back on t he  t own council' s  agenda Monday night .     
 
This  t ime , Normal t own s t affe rs  are  p lac ing  t he  is sue  on t he  council' s  
"omnibus" agenda, which is  cons ide red one  of seve ral rout ine  it ems  
grouped t oge t he r and adopt ed on a  s ing le  vot e .      
 
Each council agenda explains  "omnibus"vot e s  t his  way:  
 
"All it ems  unde r t he  Omnibus  Vot e  Agenda are  cons ide red t o  be  rout ine  
in nat ure  and will be  enact ed  by one  mot ion. The re  will be  no separat e  
d iscuss ions  of t he se  it ems  unle ss  a  Council Member so  reques t s , in which 
event , t he  it em will be  removed from t he  Omnibus  Vot e  Agenda and 
cons ide red as  t he  firs t  it em aft e r approval of t he  Omnibus  Vot e  Agenda." 



 
In January, a  half-dozen people , inc luding  council member-e lec t  St an Nord, 
voiced oppos it ion t o  t he  redes igned Blacks t one  Trails  subdivis ion which 
inc ludes  p lans  for smalle r, highe r-dens it y homes . It  a lso  a llows  for 
cons t ruct ion of a  fire  s t a t ion at  He rshey and Shepard  Roads . 
 
Two council members , Kat hleen Lorenz and Scot t  Pre s t on, vot ed  agains t  
t he  p lans  aft e r re s ident s  complained t he re  would  be  t oo  much noise , and 
t hey would  see  reduced prope rt y value s . 
 
The  council will now vot e  on amending  t he  1 0 -year o ld  annexat ion 
agreement , which inc ludes  changing  t he  zoning  t o  public  use  for t he  fire  
s t a t ion, and an "ant i-monot ony" c lause  requiring  t he  deve lope r t o  vary 
t he  he ight  and s t yle s  of t he  smalle r and highe r-dens it y homes .   
 
The  council vot ed  las t  November t o  buy from t he  deve lope r nearly t wo 
acre s  of land for t he  fire  s t a t ion, t o  be  locat ed  at  1 4 3 8  Hershey Rd, a t  a  
cos t  not  t o  exceed $ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  
 
Council members  who want  t he  fire  s t a t ion locat ed  t he re  said  it ' s  needed 
t o  improve  re sponse  t imes  eas t  of Ve t e rans  Parkway.   
 
The  council Monday night  will a lso  vot e  on a  proposal t o  build  an ext ended 
s t ay hot e l, called  Home  2  Suit e s  by Hilt on, in nort h Normal. It  would  be  
built  on t he  nort hwes t  part  of Cons t it ut ion Trail Cent e r a t  Main St ree t  and 
Raab Road, adjacent  t o  Bradford  Lane .    
 
It ' s  t he  las t  mee t ing  for long-t ime  council member Je ff Frit zen, who did  
not  run for re -e lec t ion, and for R.C. McBride , who was  de feat ed  in his  b id  
t o  win a  second council t e rm.     
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BLOOMINGTON - A couple  of prominent  organizat ions  in t he  Twin-Cit ie s  
are  kicking  off major fundraise rs . One  of t hem aims  t o  encourage  t he  art s , 
while  t he  o t he r is  int ended t o  show kids  t he  doct or' s  office  is  not  such a  
scary p lace .    
 
Friends  of t he  Bloomingt on Cent e r for t he  Pe rforming  Art s  is  launching  a  
$ 5  million capit a l campaign t o  finish t he  c it y' s  Creat ivit y Cent e r, which 
has  been about  1 6  years  in t he  making .    
 
The  Children' s  Discove ry Museum Foundat ion seeks  t o  ra ise  $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0  for 
a  new "Healt hy Me" exhibit , which would  be  locat ed  on t he  firs t  floor of 
t he  museum, locat ed  in Upt own Normal.  It  would  replace  t he  medical 
exhibit  which was  int roduced when t he  museum firs t  opened it s  doors  1 5  
years  ago.   
 
According  t o  a  news  re lease , t he  foundat ion has  ra ised  6 0  pe rcent  of it s  
fundrais ing  goal t hanks  t o  a  le ad  g ift  from OSF Healt hCare  St . Joseph 
Medical Cent e r and OSF Healt hCare  Children' s  Hospit a l of Illinois , in 
addit ion t o  many individual donat ions . 
 
Be t h Whisman, t he  museum' s  execut ive  d irec t or, s a id  p lay he lps  calm 
fears  and anxie t ie s  about  going  t o  t he  doct or and dent is t .  She  said  t he  
museum s t affe rs  are  working  wit h local healt hcare  profe ss ionals  t o  make  
sure  t he  1 ,0 0 0  square  foot  exhibit  is  re levant  t o  what  kids  expe rience  in 
t he  real world .  
 
In Downt own Bloomingt on, comple t ing  t he  Creat ivit y Cent e r has  been a  
goal s ince  2 0 0 3  when t he  c it y bought  t he  former Scot t ish Rit e  Temple  
and t he  3 2 ,0 0 0  square  foot  former medical build ing  on Locus t  St ree t .    
 
The  $ 1  million ra ised  so  far will pay for roof work, and improving  heat ing , 
vent ila t ion, and air condit ioning  unit s , a ll t o  be  done  t his  summer.     
 
Work on ot he r projec t s , inc luding  a  b lack box t heat e r, c las s rooms , dance , 
mus ic , and recording  s t udios  will s t art  aft e r Friends  of BCPA raise  t hree  
million dollars . 
 
Friends  of BCPA aim t o  support  art s  educat ion for a t -risk yout hs  and 
improve  access ib ilit y of t he  art s  t o  t he  e lde rly, t he  d isabled , and low-
income  people .    
 
In t he  words  of Friends  of BCPA Board  Pre s ident  Vicki Tilt on, "When we  
t each people  t o  creat e , t hey are  le s s  like ly t o  de s t roy."        
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NORMAL - A local lawmake r want s  cons t it uent s  t o  be  fully aware  of 
Gove rnor JB Prit zke r' s  p lan t o  implement  a  graduat ed  income  t ax sys t em. 
 
Rep. Dan Brady (R-Bloomingt on)  will hos t  a  t own hall mee t ing  Tuesday 
night  in Upt own Normal t o  d iscuss  and answer ques t ions  about  t he  
proposed graduat ed  income  t ax. 
 
A Senat e  commit t ee  approved t he  amendment  t o  t he  s t a t e ' s  
cons t it ut ion, which would  move  t he  s t a t e  from a fla t  t ax t o  a  graduat ed  
t ax whe re  ra t e s  are  based on income .   
 
Gove rnor Prit zke r said  only t hose  making  above  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  a  year will s ee  
a  t ax increase .  The  amendment  now moves  t o  t he  full Senat e  for 
approval. 
 
Brady t o ld  WJBC' s  Scot t  Laughlin if t he  amendment  is  approved by t he  
leg is la t ure , vot e rs  will t hen have  a  say on t he  Nove rmber 2 0 2 0  ballo t . 
 
"Once  t he  Gene ral Assembly is  done  and working  t owards  put t ing  t his  on 
for a  cons t it ut ional ques t ion on t he  ballo t , t he  vot e rs  will have  a  say, and 
hope fully educat ing  vot e rs  will be  t o  t he ir advant age ," said  Brady. 
 
Rep. Randy Free se  (R-Paloma)  will jo in t he  d iscuss ion along  wit h a  
pre sent at ion from Americans  for Prospe rit y. 
 
Tuesday' s  t own hall mee t ing  s t art s  a t  6  p .m. in Upt own St at ion. 
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NORMAL - Two Normal Town Council members , who at t ended t he ir final 
council mee t ing  Monday night , lament ed t he  d ivis iveness  t hat ' s  p lagued 
nat ional polit ics  has  spread t o  t he  local leve l.   
 
Je ff Frit zen decided not  t o  run for re -e lec t ion aft e r se rving  3 2  years  on 
t he  council, and also  running  and los ing  a  race  for mayor agains t  
incumbent  Chris  Koos .   
 
Frit zen regre t t ed  t he  pas t  t wo munic ipal e lec t ions  have  become  ve ry 
part isan even t hough t hough local race s  are  for non-part isan pos it ions .    
 
According  t o  Frit zen, one  of t he  Normal council' s  s t rengt hs  is  t hat  it s  
e lec t ed  le ade rs  and s t aff are  able  t o  reason t hrough difficult  is sue s .   
 
"Our abilit y t o  d isagree  wit hout  be ing  d isagreeable .  If somebody asks  me  
what ' s  your hope?   That  would  be  my hope , t hat  we  re t urn t o  t hat .  That  
we  se t  as ide  t he  negat ivism," said  Frit zen.    
 
Firs t -t e rm council member Chemberly Cummings  said  Frit zen is  a  
grandfat he r-like  figure  and ment or who reminds  he r of t he  la t e   Pre s ident  
George  H. W. Bush. 
 
Council member Kat hleen Lorenz praised  Frit zen for be ing  t he  "t rue  
s t a t e sman" of c it y gove rnment .    
 
Also  b idding  farewe ll t o  t he  council is  R.C. McBride , who was  de feat ed  in 
his  re -e lec t ion b id .  
 
"In a  world  whe re  and in a  point  in our count ry' s  his t ory whe re  so  many 
are  so  angry about  so  much, so  much of t he  t ime , and many t imes  wit h 
ve ry good reason, t hat  fe e ling  of ange r is  pe rvas ive ," said  McBride .    
 
"We  need more  Je ff Frit zens ," McBride  added.    
  
McBride  congrat ulat ed  council newcomers  St an Nord and Karyn Smit h, 
who at t ended Monday night ' s  mee t ing . McBride  warned t hem t hey' re  
going  t o  upse t  people  no mat t e r what  t hey do. That ' s  what  makes  t he  
council pos it ion a  hard  job , McBride  a lso  said .    
 



ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Board  p icks  Healt h Direc t or Rodriguez as  next  McLean Count y 
Adminis t ra t or    
  
Dat e : 4 / 1 6 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

BLOOMINGTON - McLean Count y gove rnment  will soon have  a  new 
adminis t ra t or.   
 
The  count y board  Tuesday night  agreed t o  hire  McLean Count y Healt h 
Depart ment  Direc t or Camille  Rodriguez t o  manage  all of count y 
gove rnment .    
 
Wit h one  member abs t aining , t he  board  approved a  five -year cont rac t  for 
Rodriguez wit h a  $ 1 3 0 ,0 0 0  annual salary.   
 
She  replace s  Bill Wasson, who re t ire s  June  firs t  wit h an annual salary of 
$ 1 4 5 ,7 2 0 .    
 
Rodriguez is  only t he  fift h count y adminis t ra t or, and t he  firs t  woman t o  
hold  t he  job , a  fac t  not  los t  on he r t hree  daught e rs .  
 
"They t hink it ' s  a  pre t t y b ig  deal t hat  t he ir mot he r is  t he  firs t  woman t o  
hold  t his  pos it ion," said  Rodriguez.   
 
"I jus t  t hink it ' s  an honor t o  be  t apped for t he  pos it ion. McLean Count y 
has  a  his t ory of hiring  highly qualified  candidat e s . That ' s  what  I cons ide r 
myse lf t o  be , a  highly qualified  candidat e ," Rodriguez also  said .    
 
Rodriguez also  worked for t he  Wiscons in' s  Depart ment  of Healt h Se rvice s . 
She  was  an inves t igat or for t wo s t a t e  agencie s  in Illinois  -- t he  
Depart ment  of Children and Family Se rvice s  and t he  Execut ive  Inspect or 
Gene ral.      
 
Rodriguez be lieves  t he  Blue  Ribbon pane l and t he  count y board ' s  
execut ive  commit t ee  we re  impre ssed wit h he r ene rgy, he r pos it ivit y, and 
he r de s ire  t o  collaborat e  wit h o t he rs .   
 
"Gove rnment  cannot  exis t  wit hout  t he  part ic ipant s  of a ll, and so  our 
abilit y t o  lis t en t o  what  people  in McLean Count y fee l are  t he  needs , our 



abilit y t o  use  dat a  t o  drive  our decis ions , and my abilit y t o  se rve  t his  
count y board  is  going  t o  be  a ll t he  right  combinat ion t o  cont inue  on wit h 
t he  successe s ," Rodriguez said .    
 
Republican Count y Board  member George  Wendt , who repre sent s  Dis t ric t  
t hree  cove ring  sout h and wes t  of Bloomingt on, declined comment  why he  
abs t ained from vot ing  for t he  new adminis t ra t or.   
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on Police  said  t hey we re  ques t ioning  a  suspect  
for a  s t abbing  t hat  happened Tuesday night  a t  Mille r Park.   
 
Police  said  t hey we re  called  about  7 :4 0  p .m. A man was  t aken t o  a  local 
hospit a l for what  police  said  was  non-life  t hreat ening  injurie s .    
 
Police  said  t he  suspect  and vic t im know each ot he r.  Inves t igat ors  are  not  
re leas ing  o t he r de t ails .   
 
Police  office rs  we re  seen Tuesday evening  near Mille r Park Pavilion us ing  
flashlight s  t o  search for evidence .    
 
Anyone  wit h informat ion about  t he  s t abbing  is  asked t o  call Bloomingt on 
Police  a t  3 0 9 -8 2 0 -8 8 8 8  or McLean Count y Crime  St oppe rs  a t  3 0 9 -8 2 8 -
1 1 1 1 .   
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on Police  de t ec t ive s  inves t igat ing  Pam 
Zimmerman' s  murde r deny de fense  c la ims  t hat  t hey may have  
cont aminat ed  evidence .   
 
Two de t ec t ive s  we re  on t he  s t and Wednesday in t he  t ria l of Kirk 
Zimmerman t o  de scribe  t he ir s earch of Zimmerman' s  home , his  car, and 
t he  office  whe re  his  ex-wife  was  shot  t o  deat h in November 2 0 1 4 .    
 
Our news  part ne r, WMBD-TV, report s  some  of t he  de t ec t ive s '  t e s t imony 
cent e red  on t he  gear shift  in t he  middle  console  of Zimmerman' s  car, t he  
only p lace  whe re  t hey found gunshot  re s idue . 
 
The  de fense  t ried  t o  show one  of t he  police  office rs  may have  t ouched 
t hat  gear shift . One  of t he  office rs  said  he  was  t he  only pe rson t o  go int o  
t he  car t wo days  aft e r t he  murde r, but  neve r t ouched t he  gear shift . The  
office r said  he  wore  prot ec t ive  g loves  and only t ouched t he  door handle  
and s t ee ring  whee l.    
 
Police  a lso  said  t e s t s  showed Zimmerman' s  finge rprint s  we re  not  on a  
bulle t  she ll cas ing  found at  t he  crime  scene .    
 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Arena cont rac t  change  aims  t o  limit  t axpaye r los se s  
   
Dat e : 4 / 1 8 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on' s  c it y gove rnment  is  looking  t o  limit  t he  
amount  of money it ' s  los ing  from owning  Gross inge r Mot ors  Arena.   
 
Arena management  firm VenuWorks  would  compensat e  t he  gove rnment  if 
annual los se s  are  more  t han $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0 , according  t o  a  cont rac t  
amendment  t o  be  cons ide red by t he  Bloomingt on Cit y Council Monday 
night .   
 
A s t aff report  t o  t he  council s a id  VenuWorks  agreed t o  t he  cont rac t  
change  even t hough t he  arena ' s  execut ive  d irec t or, Lynn Cannon, t o ld  
a lde rmen las t  Sept ember t he  be s t  t he  c it y could  hope  for is  an annual 



de fic it  of $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 . The  arena los t  a lmos t  $ 6 6 5 ,0 0 0  t he  las t  fis cal year 
and $ 6 7 3 ,0 0 0  t he  previous  year.       
 
VenuWorks  would  also  begin charg ing  a  "marke t  ra t e " for parking  at  
event s  expect ed  t o  a t t rac t  more  t han 5 0 0  people . The  c it y would  rece ive  
$ 1 .5 0 , ins t ead of 5 0  cent s  for e ach parked car.   
     
For t he  fiscal year s t art ing  May 1 , t he  downt own venue  will have  3 0  more  
open dat e s  because  t he  Cent ral Illinois  Flying  Aces  hockey t eam won' t  
p lay next  season. Cannon said  t he  t e am ' s  depart ure  g ive s  he r flexib ilit y t o  
book more  popular event s  on Fridays , Sat urdays , and Sundays  when t he  
t e am usually had home  games .   
 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Police  s t ill looking  for suspect s  in shoot ing  
   
Dat e : 4 / 1 9 / 2 0 1 9   
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

Bloomingt on Police  are  asking  for t he  public’s  he lp  in ident ifying  t wo 
suspect s  who he ld  up a  Subway re s t aurant  in t he  2 3 0 0  block of Eas t  
Oakland Avenue  on Thursday. 
 
Bot h suspect s  are  be ing  de scribed as  b lack male s  wearing  dark c lo t hing .  
Pic t ure s  and a  short  video of t he  inc ident  can be  found at  wjbc .com. 
 
Police  we re  called  t o  t he  scene  around 8 :3 0  Thursday morning .  Nobody 
was  hurt  as  one  of t he  t wo suspect s  d isplayed a  knife  and t hey made  off 
wit h an undisc losed amount  of cash and an employee ' s  ce ll phone . 
 
Anyone  wit h informat ion is  asked t o  cont ac t  BPD or McLean Count y Crime  
St oppe rs . 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Cit y and union part ne r t o  limit  "pens ion spiking"    
  
Dat e : 4 / 2 3 / 2 0 1 9  
 



Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on' s  c it y manage r is  c redit ing  a  union 
repre sent ing  about  1 0 0  c it y gove rnment  employees  wit h he lp ing  t o  curb  
so-called  "pens ion spiking" t hat  cos t s  t axpaye rs  millions  of dollars .   
 
The  c it y council Monday night  vot ed  unanimous ly t o  accept  a  t hree -year 
deal wit h t he  union repre sent ing  worke rs  in Human Resource s , Public  
Works , Parks , Recreat ion, and Cult ural Art s  Depart ment s .    
 
Cit y Manage r Tim Gleason said  t he  cont rac t  wit h t he  American Fede rat ion 
of St at e , Count y, and Munic ipal Employees  Local 6 9 9  will e ffec t ive ly end 
acce le rat ed  s ick-leave  buyback payout s  by May 1 , 2 0 2 0 .    
 
"AFSCME came  t o  t he  t able  ready t o  negot ia t e , fought  for it ems  
import ant  for t he ir membership , unde rs t ood t he  financial impact s  of how 
s ick-leave  buyback is  paid  out  for employees  hired  be fore  2 0 1 2 , and we re  
an int egral part  of t he  solut ion," said  Gleason.    
 
AFSCME St aff Repre sent at ive  Renee  Nes t le r sa id  she  appreciat ed  Gleason 
s it t ing  at  t he  bargaining  t able  ins t ead of an out s ide  a t t orney.    
 
"Our t ask as  a  union was  t o  minimize  t he  harm t o  our members ," said  
Nes t le r.   
 
"While  t he  pe rfec t  so lut ion for a ll is  unknown, we  be lieve  we  were  
success ful in mee t ing  bot h t he  c it y' s  and union' s  objec t ive s .  This  is  a  
prime  example  of how t he  c it y can work t oge t he r wit h t he  union t o  
re solve  problems ," Nes t le r a lso  said .    
 
The  cont rac t  calls  for annual ra ise s  of up  t o  t hree  pe rcent , and a  large r 
s igning  bonus  of a  t housand dollars  for worke rs  not  t aking  advant age  of 
t he  infla t ed  buyout s .    
 
Nes t le r sa id  AFSCME worke rs  ove rwhe lmingly ra t ified  t he  cont rac t .      
 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Council backs  agreement  t o  limit  arena losse s   
   
Dat e : 4 / 2 3 / 2 0 1 9  



 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on alde rmen, t ired  of owning  a  downt own 
arena t hat ' s  hemorrhaging  t axpaye r dollars , t ook ac t ion Monday night  
a imed at  reducing  t hose  los se s .    
 
Alde rmen vot ed  8 -1  amending  t he  c it y' s  agreement  wit h VenuWorks  in 
which t he  firm managing  Gross inge r Mot ors  Arena will as sume  some  of 
t he  risk when losse s  exceed $ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0 .    
 
The  deal comes  seven mont hs  aft e r VenuWorks  Execut ive  Direc t or Lynn 
Cannon t o ld  t he  council a  be s t -case  scenario  is  for t he  indoor venue  t o  
lose  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  year.    
 
Alde rman Scot t  Black vot ed  no, saying  he  want s  more  dramat ic  de fic it  
reduct ion.    
 
Cit y Manage r Tim Gleason said  t he  new deal wit h VenuWorks  is  a  s t ep  in 
t he  right  d irec t ion.    
 
"We  have  a  five  year agreement  wit h VenuWorks . We ' re  a t  t he  point  t o  
whe re  we  have  t wo years  and remaining .  (We ' re )  de finit e ly not  sat is fied ," 
said  Gleason.  
 
"VenuWorks  is  ve ry much a  part ne r and be lieve  we 've  got  opport unit ie s ," 
Gleason added.    
 
Those  opport unit ie s  inc lude  increased flexibilit y t o  schedule  weekend 
event s  wit h t he  depart ure  of t he  arena ' s  hockey t eam, t he  Cent ral Illinois  
Flying  Aces .    
 
The  c it y will a lso  colle c t  more  for parking  when event s  are  expect ed  t o  
a t t rac t  more  t han 5 0 0  people . The  gove rnment  will ge t  $ 1 .5 0  for e ach 
parked car, ins t ead of 5 0  cent s .    
 
The  c it y is  paying  VenuWorks  $ 1 1 4 ,0 0 0  a  year t o  manage  t he  arena. 

 

ISSUE:Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 



TITLE: Connect  Trans it  Board  pane l formed t o  seek input  aft e r 
cont rove rs ia l fare  hike s , rout e  changes  
  
Dat e : 4 / 2 3 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - Faced wit h communit y backlash for ra is ing  fare s  and 
e liminat ing  a  bus  rout e , t he  Connect  Trans it  Board  of Trus t ee s  on 
Tuesday creat ed  a  working  group t o  deve lop t rans it  sys t em 
recommendat ions .   
 
Members  of t he  Connect  t o  t he  Fut ure  pane l will be  named at  a  special 
mee t ing  May 1 4 . Trus t ee  Judy Buchanan will chair t he  working  group and 
deve lop recommendat ions  t his  fa ll, about  t he  t ime  fare  hike s  are  
supposed t o  t ake  e ffec t .    
 
"The re  has  probably been more  conve rsat ion about  local t rans it  in t he  
recent  mont hs  t han I can recall in a  ve ry long  t ime , so  t hat ' s  t he  good 
news .  The  bad news  is  of course  we  do have  challenges ," said  Buchanan.   
 
"We  are  he re  t o  t e ll you, we  hear you," she  added.    
 
Trus t ee  Julie  Hile  will a lso  se rve  on t he  pane l. Earlie r, s even of t he  e ight  
speake rs  addre ss ing  t he  board  at  it s  mont hly mee t ing  voiced t he ir 
oppos it ion t o  t he  fare  increase s  and e liminat ion of a  low-ride rship  rout e  
t aking  passenge rs  from Main and Orlando in Normal t o  eas t  of Ve t e rans  
Parkway.     
 
Normal Township  Trus t ee  Arlene  Hosea p leaded wit h Connect  Trans it  
t rus t ee s  t o  recons ide r t he ir decis ions  by t aking  int o  account  about  4 0  
emails  t hat  t hey d idn' t  s ee  prior t o  las t  mont h' s  vot e s .    
 
"It  is  not  shameful for you t o  go back and t o  say le t ' s  revis it  t his .  Le t ' s  
mee t  wit h t hose  individuals , only t hose  individuals  who wrot e  t hose  
emails .  Le t ' s  t a lk t o  t hem and le t ' s  show t hat  we  do care  about  t he  
people . This  is  your moment ," said  Hosea.    
 
Connect  Trans it  Trus t ee  John Bowman blas t ed  t he  t rans it  sys t em for 
"ve ry muddy" communicat ion t hat  led  t o  t he  backlash.       
 
"I don' t  t hink anyone  really art iculat ed  why t he  Olive  ( rout e )  needed t o  go 
away beyond t he  fac t  t hat  focus ing  on one  or t wo s t ops  and t he  count  
numbers  t he re , s a id  Bowman.    



 
"The re  has  got  t o  be  a  be t t e r re ason, frankly, for cut t ing  a  rout e , and 
t hat ' s  got  t o  be  communicat ed  or you' re  going  t o  have  a  negat ive  
react ion from t he  communit y eve ry t ime  you t ry t o  do  t his ,"  Bowman 
added.    
 
Bowman' s  comment s  won applause  from t he  audience , but  Board  
Chairman Mike  McCurdy count e red  t he re  we re  1 4  commnit y engagement  
se s s ions  be fore  t he  board  t ook ac t ion.    

 

ISSUE:Educat ion  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: School lunch cos t s  go  up in Unit  5 , board  p icks  it s  le ade rs  
  
Dat e : 4 / 2 5 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

NORMAL - It  will cos t  a  lit t le  more  next  school year t o  buy lunch at  Unit  5  
schools .   
 
The  school board  Wednesday night  vot ed  t o  increase  t he  regular meal 
price  by five  cent s  t o  $ 2 .2 0  for e lement ary s t udent s , $ 2 .2 5  for middle  
school kids , and up t o  $ 2 .9 0  for high school s t udent s .  Adult s  will pay 
$ 2 .7 0  t o  $ 3 .4 0  pe r meal.   
 
The  reasons  for t he  increase , according  t o  Unit  5  Bus ine ss  Manage r Mart y 
Hickman, are  ris ing  cos t s  and mee t ing  Fede ral Paid  Lunch Equit y 
requirement s .     
 
"When you go t o  t he  groce ry s t ore  yourse lf, you see  t he  price s  are  ris ing  
for a ll t he  food it ems . It ' s  t he  same  for our school lunches , and ris ing  
wages ," said  Hickman.   
 
The re ' s  no  change  for reduced price  meals , breakfas t , and ext ra  milk.    
 
The  board  also  approved a  $ 5 .0 0  increase  for ins t ruct ional supplie s , 
ranging  from $ 6 0  for half-day kinde rgart ene rs  t o  $ 1 5 5  for high schoole rs .   
 



In o t he r bus ine ss , Unit  5  Board  Pre s ident  Barry Hit chins  will s e rve  in t hat  
capacit y for anot he r year, and t he  board  p icked Amy Rose r t o  be  vice  
pre s ident .   
 

ISSUE:Crime , Communit y  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Local rape  survivor depart s  Twin-Cit ie s  t o  e scape  painful memorie s  
   
Dat e : 4 / 2 5 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - For a  former Illinois  St at e  Unive rs it y s t udent , Thursday 
evening ' s  Take  Back t he  Night  event  in Downt own Bloomingt on may have  
been he r farewe ll t o  t he  Twin-Cit ie s .    
 
She  was  among about  6 0  people  who gat he red for a  ra lly, march, and 
candle light  vig il capping  ac t ivit ie s  t ied  t o  Sexual Assault  Awareness  
Mont h.    
 
The  woman, 2 1 , sa id  she ' s  le aving  t o  cont inue  he r educat ion in Ut ah aft e r 
someone  she  knew raped he r January 3 1 .   
 
She  was  one  of t he  feat ured  speake rs  out s ide  t he  McLean Count y 
Museum of His t ory. 
 
"I shouldn' t  have  t o  worry about  be ing  as sault ed  by my friends .  I should  
be  able  t o  go  out  and have  fun, and even ge t  a  lit t le  drunk if I want  t o  
wit hout  worry t hat  one  of my friends  is  going  t o  hurt  me ," she  said .   
 
"I shouldn' t  be  b laming  myse lf for some t hing  t hat  I d id  not  do ," she  
added.        
 
The  woman said  cons ide red suic ide  and checked he rse lf in t o  t he  ment al 
healt h unit  a t  Advocat e  BroMenn Medical Cent e r.  She  said  it ' s  a  shame  
t hat  she  has  t o  le ave  Bloomingt on-Normal.  
 
"I couldn' t  handle  be ing  around he re ," she  said .   
 
"The  pe rson who assault ed  me  knew whe re  I lived, and I d idn' t  fe e l safe  
anymore ."      



 
The  woman said  she  loved t he  sense  of communit y in t he  Twin-Cit ie s .    
 
Take  Back t he  Night  ac t ivit ie s  we re  organized by YWCA McLean Count y.   

 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Upt own mural group seeks  injunct ion  
   
Dat e : 4 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
Art is t s  who creat ed  a  mural in Upt own Normal have  filed  a  fede ral lawsuit  
agains t  t he  t own gove rnment  and Trail Eas t  deve lope r Bush Cons t ruct ion 
t o  prot ec t  t he  mural, which is  se t  t o  be  demolished when cons t ruct ion 
s t art s  on t he  $ 3 0  million build ing  on Beaufort  St ree t . 
 
The  lawsuit  filed  in Peoria  c la ims  fede ral copyright  law, called  t he  Visual 
Art is t s  Right s  Act , does  not  a llow t he  mural t o  be  de s t royed wit hout  t he  
art is t s '  pe rmiss ion. 
 
Chicago lawye r William McGrat h is  repre sent ing  t he  1 3  art is t s  who filed  
t he  lawsuit .   
 
The  art is t s '  s eek an injunct ion prohibit ing  t he  "des t ruct ion, d is t ort ion, 
mut ila t ion or o t he r modificat ion" of t he  mural, in addit ion t o  financial 
damages . 
 
The  Trail Eas t  projec t  inc ludes  office s , re s idences , and a  food court .  
Three  build ings  on t he  nort heas t  port ion of Upt own Circ le , inc luding  t he  
a t t ached mural would  be  knocked down. 
 
Normal Mayor Chris  Koos , who has  backed t ax incent ive s  for Trail Eas t , 
declined comment  on t he  lawsuit . 
 
Cit y Manage r Pam Reece  said , "We  are  evaluat ing  t he  lawsuit  and will 
appropria t e ly de fend t he  t own' s  pos it ion." 

 



 

 

 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Local man charged wit h DUI aft e r car hit s  pedes t rians  in Normal  
  
Dat e : 4 / 2 8 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

NORMAL - Aut horit ie s  now report  t wo people  we re  hospit a lized , and a  
t hird  pe rson was  arre s t ed  for drunken driving  la t e  Friday night  aft e r a  car 
s t ruck pedes t rians  cross ing  College  Avenue  in Normal.   
 
The  police  report  s a id  a  wit ne ss  report ed  see ing  seve ral people  cross ing  
College  Avenue , near ra ilroad t racks  whe re  t he  road split s  wit h Mulbe rry 
St ree t .   
 
The  wit ne ss  report edly said  t he  car d id  not  have  it s  break light s  on when 
it  swe rved and s t ruck t he  pedes t rians  about  1 0 :1 0  p .m.    
 
Normal Police  said  a  woman, 2 2 , and a  man,2 4 , we re  t ransport ed  t o  
Advocat e  BroMenn Medical Cent e r. Police  said  t hey d id  not  suffe r life -
t hreat ening  injurie s .   
 
Prosecut ors  charged Robe rt  Fishe r,6 2 , of Bloomingt on wit h DUI and failing  
t o  reduce  speed t o  avoid  an accident .    
 
The  police  report  indicat e s  Fishe r fa iled  a  fie ld  sobrie t y t e s t , s lurred  his  
words , and couldn' t  remember his  addre ss .   
 
Police  said  us ing  a  port able  breat h t e s t  device , t hey found Fishe r' s  b lood 
alcohol leve l was  a t  1 .7 7 7 , which is  above  t he  legal limit  in Illinois  of 0 .0 8 . 
Police  said  Fishe r re fused t o  provide  inves t igat ors  wit h a  b lood sample .   
 
Police  said  t hey used a  port able  breat h t e s t  device  t o  de t e rmine   Fishe r' s  
b lood alcohol leve l was  a t  1 .7 7 7 , which is  above  t he  legal limit  in Illinois  of 
0 .0 8 .  Police  said  Fishe r re fused t o  provide  inves t igat ors  wit h a  b lood 
sample .   



 
He  was  re leased from t he  McLean Count y Jail on a  $ 5 ,0 0 0  pe rsonal 
re cognizance  bond.    

 

 

 

 

ISSUE:Communit y, Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Sgt . Rodge rs  family "ble s sed beyond measure" by communit y' s  
support  
    
Dat e : 4 / 2 9 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - The  mot he r of t he  la t e  U.S. Army Sgt . Josh Rodge rs  is  
t hankful Bloomingt on-Normal has  lift ed  up Rodge rs '  family and friends  as  
t hey grieve , but  a lso  ce lebrat e  his  life .    
 
Vonda Rodge rs  said  o t he r communit ie s  have  not  been as  support ive  of 
Gold  St ar familie s  who 've  los t  loved ones  in bat t le .  
 
"We  are  b le s sed beyond measure  t hat  our communit y recognize s  t he  
valor t hat  happened t hat  night , re cognized t hat  Josh d idn' t  have  t o  be  
t he re , and t hat  he  wasn' t  t he re  for himse lf.  He  was  t he re  for us , so  we  
have  an awesome  communit y," she  said .    
 
Mrs . Rodge rs  said  she ' s  living  t he  life  Josh want ed he r t o  live , by 
cont inuing  his  fight  for freedom.   
 
"Josh wouldn' t  want  me  s it t ing  around, hid ing  in t he  dark, and pre t ending  
it  d idn' t  happen. He  would  want  me  t o  cont inue  his  fight  for freedom. I'm  
not  going  t o  Afghanis t an, but  I will fight  for freedom he re ," she  added.   
 
Josh Rodge rs  d ied  t wo years  ago from wounds  he  suffe red  in a  bat t le  
agains t  ISIS in Afghanis t an. Las t  week, t he  U.S. Pos t  Office  in Normal was  



named in Rodge rs '  honor, as  was  a  sec t ion of Airport  Road on 
Bloomingt on' s  nort heas t  s ide .    
 
St a t e  Repre sent at ive  Dan Brady, who ' s  been a  family friend for years , s a id  
Rodge rs '  loved ones  have  t urned a  t e rrib le  t ragedy int o  a  pos it ive  by 
keeping  t he  sold ie r' s  name  alive .    
 
"They have  caused awareness . They have  gone  out  on many cause s  in t he  
name  of Sgt . Josh Rodge rs ," said  Brady.  
 
"They have  t ried  t o  do so  many good t hings  out  of t his  t e rrib le  s it uat ion 
and t ake  t he  pos it ive s , making  sure  Josh is  remembered, making  sure  t hat  
good could  come  out  of t his , and making  sure  t hat  o t he rs  can be  he lped 
in t he  name  of Sgt . Josh Rodge rs ," Brady also  said .   
 

 

ISSUE:Police / Fire , Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Corone r: Rural Chat swort h crash burns  drive r "beyond recognit ion" 
  
Dat e : 4 / 2 9 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

CHATSWORTH - The  Livings t on Count y corone r said  dent al re cords  or 
DNA will be  used t o  pos it ive ly ident ify t he  charred  remains  of a  drive r 
whose  car s t ruck a  guard  ra il and burned jus t  nort h of Chat swort h.    
 
The  body was  burned beyond recognit ion, according  t o  Corone r Danny 
Wat son.    
 
In a  news  re lease , Wat son said  a  passe rby made  t he  d iscove ry about  
1 0 :1 0  Monday morning . The  burned out  2 0 0 3  Buick four-door aut omobile  
was  impaled  on t he  guard  ra il a t  3 2 2 5  Eas t  and 1 0 0 0  Nort h Road in 
Charlo t t e  Township , which is  in far sout heas t e rn Livings t on Count y.   
 
Aut horit ie s  be lieve  t he  fire  burned out  some t ime  during  t he  night .       
 
The  corone r said  t he re  will be  an aut opsy pe rformed on t he  body, and t he  
Livings t on Count y She riff' s  Depart ment  is  a lso  inves t igat ing  t he  accident . 



ISSUE:Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Prosecut ors  use  ce ll phone  dat a  t o  cas t  doubt  on Zimmerman' s  
a lib i  
   
Dat e : 4 / 2 9 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

BLOOMINGTON - McLean Count y prosecut ors  we re  t rying  t o  show on 
Monday t hat  t he re  are  hole s  in Kirk Zimmerman' s  a lib i of what  he  was  
doing  when his  former wife  Pam was  shot  t o  deat h a t  he r office  on Eas t  
Washingt on St ree t .   
 
Zimmerman c la ims  he  was  so  t ired  aft e r doing  yard  work t hat  he  fe ll 
as leep unt il about  7  p .m. on November 3 , 2 0 1 4 .   Pam Zimmerman is  
be lieved t o  have  been killed  t hat  day be t ween 5  and 7  p .m. 
 
FBI Special Agent  Greg  Cat ey is  an expe rt  in ce ll phone  t e chnology and 
his t orical ce ll s it e  analys is . Cat ey said  Zimmerman' s  car was  moving  during  
t hat  t wo hour span.     
 
Cat ey said  Zimmerman was  like ly a t  home  unt il 4 :3 0  p .m., but  aft e r t hat , 
his  car connect ed  t o  seve ral ce ll phone  t owers , event ually landing  at  one  
near Pam' s  office .   
 
Cat ey also  said  Zimmerman could  have  been at  home , or he  could  have  
been near t he  crime  scene  at  about  6 :1 2  p .m., according  t o  news  part ne r 
WMBD-TV.    
 
Once  all t he  prosecut ion wit ne sse s  are  called , de fense  lawye rs  are  
expect ed  t o  ask t he  judge  for a  d irec t ed  ve rdic t , c la iming  t he  s t a t e  
pre sent ed  insuffic ient  evidence . It ' s  rare  for t he  de fense  t o  win a  mot ion 
t o  end t he  t ria l be fore  t he  case  goes  t o  t he  jury.   
 
De fense  At t orney John Roge rs  has  not  indicat ed  public ly whe t he r 
Zimmerman will t e s t ify in his  own de fense . 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: St at e  of McLean Count y addre ssed in downt own Bloomingt on 



   
Dat e : 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 
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BLOOMINGTON - Economic  deve lopment , int e rgove rnment al coope rat ion 
and qualit y of life  we re  a ll t opics  d iscussed during  t he  St at e  of McLean 
Count y addre ss . 
 
The  event  hos t ed  Tuesday by t he  McLean Count y Chamber of Commerce  
inc luded a  pane l of Count y Board  members , adminis t ra t ors , and ot he r 
part ne rs  in t he  communit y.   
 
Count y Board  Chairman John McInt yre  d iscussed economic  deve lopment  
and bus ine sse s  t hat  have  come  t o  t he  area like  Rivian and Brandt  
Indus t rie s . 
 
"The  people  t hat  came  from Rivian and Brandt  are  good people  and t hey 
came  he re  because  t hey like  our communit y," said  McInt yre . 
 
"People  can fee l confident  t hat  t hose  bus ine sse s  aren' t  coming he re  wit h 
high ideas  of what  t hey only want  t o  accomplish, t hey want  t o  work wit h 
us ," McInt yre  added. 
 
Unit  5  Supe rint endent  Mark Danie l sa id  growing  school d is t ric t s  in t he  
count y s t art s  wit h a  part ne rship  among seve ral g roups . 
 
"It  has  been ve ry eye -opening  t o  me  in regards  t o  how all of our t axing  
bodie s  need t o  work t oge t he r wit h our gove rnment  unit s  and count y unit s  
in orde r t o  grow," said  Danie l.  "It ' s  a  crit ical part ne rship  and I'm  ve ry 
grat e ful for how we 've  worked t oge t he r and I t hink t he  re sult s  are  
showing." 
 
McLean Count y Mayors  Associat ion Pre s ident  Tom Cais ley (Mayor of 
Danve rs ) , and Vice  Pre s ident  Chad Walden (Mayor of Arrowsmit h)  said  
many smalle r t owns  are  preparing  t o  work on infras t ruct ure  repairs  aft e r a  
rough wint e r. 
 
"Rural areas  make  up 2 5  pe rcent  of our count y," said  McInt yre .  "It ' s  
impe rat ive  we  cont inue  t o  work wit h our Mayors  Associat ion and provide  
se rvice s  for t hose  areas  t o  t he  be s t  of our abilit y." 
 
Count y Adminis t ra t or Bill Wasson also  t ouched on mcplan.org , a  s it e  t hat  
share s  p lans , programs , projec t s , and dat a  for a ll re s ident s  in t he  count y.  



 
Ot he r d iscuss ion inc luded se rvice s  current ly and soon t o  be  offe red  such 
as  a  bus ine ss  micro-loan program, a  ment al healt h t riage  cent e r, and 
diffe rent  yout h init ia t ive s . 
 
This  is  t he  firs t  event  of a  four-part  advocacy se rie s  t hrough t he  
Chamber' s  office  which will inc lude  t he  St at e  of Bloomingt on-Normal, 
St at e  of t he  St at e , and t he  St at e  of Congre ss . 
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NORMAL - Rivian Aut omot ive  has  t aken a  lit t le  more  t ime  t han orig inally 
expect ed  t o  renovat e  t he  former Mit subishi Mot ors  fac t ory in Normal, 
which means  t he  e lec t ric  vehic le  make r won' t  ge t  t he  prope rt y t ax break 
it  hoped t o  rece ive  t his  year from local gove rnment s .     
 
The  pe rformance -based incent ive  deal wit h local t axing  bodie s  had t he  
company pledging  t o  inves t  $ 1 0  million las t  year t o  re s t ore  t he  p lant .  
The  company did  not  re ach t hat  amount , so  it  will pay about  $ 6 5 7 ,0 0 0  in 
prope rt y t axes .   
 
The  Unit  5  School Dis t ric t ' s  share  of Rivian' s  t ax b ill is  $ 3 8 9 ,0 0 0 . 
 
Zach Die t me ie r, Vice  Pre s ident  of t he  Bloomingt on-Normal Economic  
Deve lopment  Council, s a id  t he  de lay is  d isappoint ing , but  does  not  t empe r 
a ll t he  good t hings  happening  at  Rivian, inc luding  recent  inves t ment s  from 
Amazon and Ford .     
 
"They've  had t hat  huge  $ 7 0 0  million inves t ment  from Amazon. They've  
had t he  $ 5 0 0  million commit ment  from Ford. So, people  know t hey are  
leg it imat e , and t hat  t hey' re  going  t o  keep pre ss ing  forward, but  de lays  
happen," Die t me ie r said .   
 
"The  as sembly line s  will be  in p lace  he re  in 2 0 1 9  heading  int o  2 0 2 0 . The  
product ion is  going  t o  s t art  a t  t he  fac t ory," Die t me ie r added.  



 
"We ' re  going  t o  see  employment  a t  t he  fac t ory cont inue  t o  grow 
exponent ia lly he re  in t he  next  couple  of years  as  t hey ge t  up  and running . 
So it ' s  import ant  t o  focus  on t he  pos it ive s  of t hat  s t ory," Die t me ie r a lso  
said .     
 
According  t o  Die t me ie r, Rivian p ledges  t o  inves t  $ 2 2  million in t he  p lant  
t his  year t o  rece ive  next  year' s  t ax break.   
 
Rivian almos t  doubled t he  number of employees  t hat  it  agreed t o  hire  in 
2 0 1 8 . The  company now has  a  full-t ime  workforce  of 6 0  t o  7 0  people , 
Die t me ie r said .    
 
Rivian p lans  t o  build  t he  R1 T pick up t ruck and R1 S sport s  ut ilit y vehic le  in 
Normal.     
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BLOOMINGTON - On t he  eve  of he r swearing-in as  Bloomingt on alde rman, 
local ac t ivis t  Jennife r Carrillo  was  in Washingt on on Tuesday appearing  on 
t he  same  s t age  wit h Pre s ident ia l candidat e  Be rnie  Sande rs .   
 
They we re  among t he  feat ured  speake rs  a t  "The  People ' s  Wave" 
Convent ion.  
 
Carrillo  said  he r priorit ie s  inc lude  free  public  t ransport a t ion, improving  
communit y polic ing , and affordable  hous ing .  
 
"Tomorrow is  t he  day t hat  we  s t art  co-gove rning  t o  de live r what  fo lks  in 
our communit y want , need, and de se rve ; free  and c lean ene rgy-powered 
public  t rans it , re al communit y polic ing , affordable  hous ing , prot ec t ions  for 
local worke rs  and t he ir familie s , a  sus t a inable  and green new 
infras t ruct ure  for our c it y, and so  much more ," Carrillo  said .   
 



The  alde rman-e lec t  a lso  t a lked about  he r e lec t ion vic t ory agains t  2 0  year 
council ve t e ran Karen Schmidt .  
 
"We  went  t oe -t o-t oe  wit h neolibe ral e s t ablishment  polit ics , and we  won," 
Carrillo  said .    
  
"So t omorrow, I'm  going  t o  fly back home  and have  t he  honor of be ing  
t he  firs t  Lat inx pe rson in our c it y council' s  his t ory t o  be  sworn-in," she  
said .    
 
Carrillo  will be  sworn-in Wednesday evening  as  Ward 6  a lde rman, cove ring  
t he  c it y' s  wes t  s ide .   
 
Also  t aking  t he ir c it y council s eat s  are  Donna Boe len in Ward 2 , Julie  Emig  
in Ward 4 , and Je ff Crabill in Ward 8 .     
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BLOOMINGTON - It  was  a  great  day for new beginnings , according  t o  
Bloomingt on Mayor Tari Renne r.   
 
The  four c it y council members  e lec t ed  April 2 nd we re  sworn int o  office  in 
front  of family members , friends , and support e rs  who packed council 
chambers  Wednesday evening .      
 
"We  have  a  new t eam and we  have  lo t s  of challenges , and a  lo t  of hard  
work ahead," said  Renne r.  
 
Donna Boe len, t he  new alde rman in Ward 2 , he ld  a  Bible  when she  rec it ed  
t he  oat h. Boe len also  hugged new Ward 6  Alde rman Jenn Carrillo  even 
t hough t he  t wo appear t o  be  polit ical oppos it e s .     
 
We 've  me t  and shared a  couple  of hours  t a lking  t o  each ot he r," said  
Boe len.   
 



"To be  hones t , she  reminds  me  of my own chlidren.  She ' s  got  a  lo t  of 
pass ion.  I remember having  a  lo t  of pass ion at  he r age ," Boe len said .   
 
Carrillo  said  she  re spect s  Boe len and t hinks  t he  t wo will work t oge t he r.     
 
"I don' t  t hink we ' re  as  d iffe rent  as  people  want  t o  t hink t hat  we  are ," said  
Carrillo .   
 
"We  are  se rving  because  we  have  t he  public ' s  be s t  int e re s t  a t  heart , and 
we ' re  going  t o  grapple  wit h what  t hat  means  and how we  negot ia t e  what  
t hat  looks  like ," Carrillo  added.    
 
Also  t aking  office  Wednesday we re  Ward 4  Alde rman Julie  Emig  and Ward 
8  Alde rman Je ff Crabill.   
 
None  of t he  new alde rmen favored recons ide ring  t he  four-cent  a  gallon 
gasoline  t ax increase  t hat  went  int o  e ffec t  Wednesday, but  a ll want ed  t o  
make  sure  gas  t ax revenue  is  spent  on fixing  s t ree t s  and s idewalks .  
 
All but  Boe len favored revis it ing  a  proposed "Welcoming Cit y" ordinance  
for undocument ed immigrant s .  Boe len said  immigrat ion is  a  fede ral is sue .     
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BLOOMIINGTON - Bloomingt on Police  report  t hree  people  wearing  masks  
robbed a  bus ine ss  a t  gunpoint  Friday night  jus t  sout h of Downt own 
Bloomingt on. 
 
Two of t he  robbe rs  we re  said  t o  have  d isplayed handguns  as  t he  t rio  t ook 
an undisc losed amount  of cash and merchandise  from t he  Boos t  Mobile  
s t ore  a t  6 0 3  S. Cent e r St . about  7 :3 0  p .m.   
 
The  employee  was  not  hurt . 
 



A descrip t ion of t he  suspect s  is  not  available .  Anyone  wit h informat ion is  
asked t o  cont ac t  Bloomingt on Police  a t  3 0 9 -8 2 0 -8 8 8 8  or McLean Count y 
Crime  St oppe rs  a t  3 0 9 -8 2 8 -1 1 1 1 .    
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BLOOMINGTON - McLean Count y' s  chie f prosecut or said  it ' s  not  his  call 
whe t he r police  will ac t ive ly inves t igat e  t he  killing  almos t  five  years  ago of 
Bloomingt on financial p lanne r Pame la  Zimmerman.     
 
A jury on Monday acquit t ed  Zimmerman' s  former husband, Kirk,  of he r 
murde r t hat  happened in November 2 0 1 4 .   
 
St a t e ' s  At t orney Don Knapp said  t he  inves t igat ion' s  s t a t us  will be  a  t opic  
of conve rs ion in t he  coming weeks  involving  his  office  and Bloomingt on 
Police  inves t igat ors .   
 
"How t hey dispat ch t he ir re source s  is  not  open t o  me .  Those  will be  
conve rsat ions  we ' ll have .  Aft e r we  debrie f wit h t his  case , t hat  will be  an 
ongoing  conve rsat ion we  have ," said  Knapp.    
 
Knapp said  t hat  debrie fing  will hope fully involve  Zimmerman t ria l jurors  t o  
find  out  what  t hey be lieve  we re  t he  s t rengt hs  and weaknesse s  of t he  
case .     
 
"What eve r my pe rsonal t hought s  are  of what  t he  evidence  showed, it  was  
up t o  t hem t o  make  t hat  decis ion, and we ' ll debrie f wit h t hem t o  t he  be s t  
of our abilit y.  Maybe  t hey' ll a llow us  t o , maybe  t hey won' t ,"  sa id  Knapp.    



 
Jurors  do  not  have  t o  mee t  wit h prosecut ors .  Seve ral of t hem declined 
comment  when WJBC News  approached t hem on Monday.   
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NORMAL - Normal Mayor Chris  Koos  said  he ' s  working  on filling  a  vacancy 
on t he  Connect  Trans it  Board  of Trus t ee s , and t he  man who narrowly los t  
t o  Koos  in t he  mayoral e lec t ion t wo years  ago said  he  would  like  Koos  t o  
appoint  him t o  t hat  pos it ion.    
 
Marc  Tirit illi s a id  Normal is  los ing  much of it s  public  t rans it  s e rvice  by t he  
e liminat ion of t he  Olive  bus  rout e , running  from near Main St ree t  and 
Orlando Avenue  in Normal t o  eas t  of Ve t e rans  Parkway.    
 
Ending  t he  rout e  saves  t he  sys t em $ 1 5 6 ,0 0 0  a  year, according  t o  
Connect  Trans it  Gene ral Manage r Isaac  Thorne , who not ed  t he  Olive  line  
had low ride rship .     
 
Addre ss ing  Mayor Koos  and t he  Normal Town Council, Tirit illi s a id  poor 
le ade rship  on t he  board  fue led  a  public  out cry aft e r it  cut  t he  Olive  rout e  
and vot ed  for fare  increase s  t hat  are  scheduled  t o  s t art  t his  fa ll.     
 
"Chris , I' ve  asked you t o  appoint  me  t o  t hat  pos it ion," Tirit illi s a id .   
 



"It ' s  been five  weeks . We 've  had t wo council mee t ings  wit h no 
appoint ment .  If t he re ' s  a  great  pe rson, I'm  all for it , but  we  need be t t e r 
repre sent at ion.  We  need people  t hat  are  gong t o  s t and up for t he  value s  
of ride rs ," said  Tirit illi.  
 
"It  kills  me  t hat  t his  spot  is  s it t ing  vacant ," Tirit illi added.   
 
Tirit illi s a id  he  unde rs t ands  t he  import ance  of public  t rans it  because  he  
rode  t he  bus  t o  work when he  lived in Philade lphia .   
 
Two current  Connect  Trans it  t rus t ee s  repre sent  Normal. They are  
Chairman Mike  McCurdy and Julie  Hile .     
 
Tirit illi s a id  he  p lans  t o  run for mayor again in t wo years .  In 2 0 1 7 , Koos  
de feat ed  Tirit illi by only 1 1  vot e s .     
  
Meant ime , Connect  Trans it ' s  new working  group as s igned t o  deve lop 
t rans it  sys t em recommendat ions  mee t s  for t he  firs t  t ime  on Sat urday.    
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BLOOMINGTON - A jury re t urned a  split  decis ion Wednesday in t he  case  of 
a  former Boys  and Girls  Club of Bloomingt on-Normal volunt ee r charged 
wit h commit t ing  sex crimes  agains t  a  c lub member.   
 
The  jury found Julius  Scot t , 2 4 , guilt y of aggravat ed  criminal sexual abuse  
for having  sex wit h a  g irl younge r t han 1 7  and he  was  five  years  o lde r 
t han he r.   
 
The  jury found Scot t  not  guilt y of a  more  se rious  criminal sexual as sault  
charge  alleg ing  Scot t  used force  t o  have  sex wit h t he  t e enage r in 
November 2 0 1 7 .    
 
Scot t  face s  a  poss ib le  prison sent ence  of t hree  t o  seven years , but  he  
could  rece ive  probat ion when he ' s  sent enced July 9 .  
 



Scot t  worked for t he  Boys  and Girls  Club as  part  of his  sent ence  t o  
pe rform communit y se rvice  for a  domes t ic  bat t e ry convic t ion.   
 
The  case  prompt ed t he  organizat ion t o  t ake  it s e lf off t he  lis t  of agencie s  
in which people  convic t ed  of crimes  can pe rform communit y se rvice  work.    
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NORMAL - Some  Unit  5  parent s  t o ld  t he  school board  Wednesday night  
t hat  African-American s t udent s  a t  Unit  5  are  more  like ly t han o t he r 
children t o  face  d isc ip line , and t he  d is t ric t ' s  s t aff lacks  d ive rs it y t o  t e ach 
minorit y children.    
 
Jade  Hursey, one  of four parent s  who addre ssed t he  board , sa id  she ' s  
t ired  and frus t ra t ed  about  rac ia l d isparit ie s .     
 
"What  are  you doing  t oday t o  re solve  t he se  d isparit ie s , and what  do  you 
plan t o  do in t he  fut ure?  My reques t  is  t hat  you t ake  heed t o  t he  
conce rns  t hat  have  been shared, and hire  more  qualified  t e ache rs , s t aff, 
and adminis t ra t ors  across  a ll of Unit  5 ," said  Hursey.     
 
Supe rint endent  Mark Danie l acknowledged t he re  are  d isparit ie s  among 
various  s t udent  groups , based on dat a  compiled  from t he  fede ral 
gove rnment ' s  "Eve ry St udent  Succeeds  Act ."     
 
Danie l sa id  Unit  5  a lso  face s  t he  challenge  of ent ic ing  Illlinois  St at e  
Unive rs it y graduat e s  t o  s t ay in t he  Twin-Cit ie s  ins t ead of finding  work 
c lose r t o  home .    
 
"People  re t urn t o  about  a  4 0  t o  5 0  mile  radius  of whe re  t hey live ," said  
Danie l.   
 
"So if we  do have  candidat e s  t hat  come  from Chicago, t hey' re  graduat e s  
he re  a t  ISU, whe re  do t hey go?  Back t o  t he  Chicago area.  We  need t o  



figure  out  how t o  t ap  int o  t hose  individuals  and re t a in t hem," Danie l a lso  
said .   
 
Parent  Kris t a l She lvin, a lso  a  school psychologis t  in Livings t on Count y, 
urged t he  d is t ric t  t o  creat e  a  t ask force  comprised  of parent s  wit h 
African-American kids  in Unit  5 , who also  happen t o  be  educat ors . These  
"cult ural broke rs ," as  She lvin calls  t hem, would  make  recommendat ions  t o  
Unit  5  decis ion make rs . 
 
"To have  t hat  conve rsat ion wit h fo lks  who unde rs t and what  it  means  t o  
be  an African-American parent , or an African-American s t udent , I t hink 
adds  anot he r laye r of aut hent ic it y, and it  a lso  adds  a  laye r of 
pe rspect ive ," said  She lvin.   
 
Danie l is  open t o  t he  idea of forming  a  t ask force .    
 
"It ' s  c rit ical t o  lis t en t o  people  who have  sugges t ions , and can also  be  
part  of t he  solut ion," said  Danie l.     
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BLOOMINGTON - Elec t ed  repre sent at ive s  of Bloomingt on' s  nine  wards  
would  no longe r be  known as  "alde rmen" in t he  c it y code  if t he  council 
passe s  a  proposed ordinance  Monday night .   
 
Bloomingt on' s  c it y code  would  be  updat ed , re fe ring  t o  t hem as  "council 
members ," which is  a  "gende r neut ral" t e rm, according  t o  t he  s t aff' s  
report  t o  t he  council.   
 
The  report  s a id  reques t s  for t he  change  came  from incoming council 
members , who were  sworn int o  office  May firs t .   
 
The  t it le  of "alde rman" is  cons ide red a  "masculine  only" re fe rence , 
according  t o  t he  s t aff.     
 



Five  of t he  nine  council members  are  women.  They are  Julie  Emig , Donna 
Boe len, Jenn Carrillo , Joni Paint e r, and Kimberly Bray. 
 
The  Illinois  Muncipal Code  and Cit y Chart e r s t ill re fe r t o  t hem as  
"alde rmen," so  t hey' ll have  t o  use  t hat  t it le  on nominat ing  pe t it ions  when 
t hey' re  running  for office .    
 

ISSUE:Court s   
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TITLE: Council t o  vot e  on $ 5 5 K lawsuit  s e t t lement  agains t  BPD 
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Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - Two people , who sued t he  Cit y of Bloomingt on and four 
of it s  police  office rs  t wo years  ago, will ge t  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0  in an out -of-court  
s e t t lement  if t he  c it y council approves  t he  deal Monday night .    
 
Ashley Burre ll a lleged office rs  conduct ed  an unreasonable  search and 
se izure  of he r vehic le , while  Donne lly Jackson c la imed he  was  injured  when 
he  re fused t o  le ave  t he  vehic le .    
 
The  s t aff' s  report  t o  t he  council s a id  t he  c it y fo llowed t he  law, and would  
have  prevailed  in court . Howeve r, ant ic ipat ed  cos t s  of de fending  t he  
police  office rs '  ac t ions  would  have  been s ignificant ly highe r t han t he  
$ 5 5 ,0 0 0  se t t lement .   
 
"Lit igat ing  t he  case  is  s imply cos t  prohibit ive ," t he  s t aff' s  report  s a id .   
 
A Peoria  law firm repre sent ed  t he  c it y in t he  case .    
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NORMAL - The  lawye r, repre sent ing  art is t s  t rying  t o  save  t he ir mural in 
Upt own Normal, be lieves  t he re ' s  a  sense  of urgency t o  prevent  it s  
demolit ion.    
 
Chicago at t orney William McGrat h, repre sent ing  1 3  art is t s  who paint ed  
t he  mural, filed  a  fede ral lawsuit  las t  mont h.  He ' s  now asking  t he  judge  t o  
is sue  a  t emporary re s t ra ining  orde r t o  s t op  Normal' s  t own gove rnment  or 
deve lope r Bush Cons t ruct ion from bulldozing  t he  e ight -year o ld  mural or 
pe rhaps  moving  it  t o  anot he r spot .  
 
An orde r would  prevent  t he  t own gove rnment  and t he  deve lope r from 
t emporarily "t aking  any ac t ions  t o  de s t roy, d is t ort , mut ila t e , or modify" 
t he  mural, which adorns  t he  ext e rior wall of one  of t he  t hree  build ings  se t  
for demolit ion on Eas t  Beaufort  St ree t .    
 
In his  mot ion, McGrat h cont ends  demolit ion could  s t art  t his  mont h 
because  college  s t udent s  have  le ft  Normal for t he  summer.       
 
The  t own is  offe ring  t ax increment  financing  dollars  t o  he lp  build  t he  $ 3 0  
million Trail Eas t  complex, which would  inc lude  office s , re s idences , and a  
food court .    
 
The  lawsuit , filed  las t  mont h, c la ims  t he  fede ral Visual Art is t s  Right s  Act  
forbids  demolit ion wit hout  t he  art is t s '  consent .    
 
The  art is t s  seek unspecified  financial damages  in addit ion t o  a  ruling  
prot ec t ing  t he  mural.    
    
McGrat h said  Thursday aft e rnoon t he re  was  no hearing  dat e  scheduled  in 
Peoria  fede ral court  on t he  t emporary re s t ra ining  orde r.    
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TITLE: Bloomingt on council asked t o  a id  Brandt ' s  g rowt h p lans , approve  
eas t  s ide  chicken coops  
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BLOOMINGTON - The  Bloomingt on Cit y Council is  be ing  asked t o  s ign off 
on a  p lan t o  increase  t he  s ize  of t he  area ' s  ent e rprise  zone  t o  he lp  
Canada ' s  Brandt  Indus t rie s  grow it s  U.S. ope rat ions  jus t  nort h of Normal.    
 
Council members  are  expect ed  t o  vot e  Monday night  whe t he r t o  approve  
a  3 2  acre  ent e rprise  zone  ext ens ion t o  he lp  t he  agricult ural equipment  
make r t ake  advant age  of s t a t e  gove rnment  incent ive s  for a  $ 3 5  million 
expans ion.   
 
The  McLean Count y Board  approved t he  proposal las t  mont h, and 
Normal' s  Town Council fo llowed suit  las t  Monday night , wit h t he  b le s s ing  
of new council member Karyn Smit h. 
 
"I'm  ve ry p leased t hat  t hey' re  he re  because  I t hink t hat  we  do have  a  
good corporat e  c it izen in Brandt , wit h what  t hey' re  hoping  t o  do in t his  
locat ion," said  Smit h.    
 
"They' re  a t t rac t ed  t o  us  because  we  are  in t he  heart  of t he  Corn Be lt ,"  
Smit h a lso  said .   
 
The  int e rim CEO of t he  Bloomingt on-Normal Economic  Deve lopment  
Council, Mike  O'Grady, said  Brandt  has  more  t han 8 0  full-t ime  worke rs  a t  
t he  fac t ory be t ween Normal and Hudson, exceeding  it s  p ledge  t o  have  5 0  
full-t ime rs  on s t aff by t his  t ime  t o  rece ive  local t ax incent ive s . Brandt  
expect s  it s  workforce  t o  exceed 3 0 0  employees  in s ix years .    
 
"They' re  sale s  have  exceeded t he ir expect at ions  wit hin t he  Unit ed  St at e s , 
jus t  in short  t ime  t hat  t hey've  been se lling  product ," said  O'Grady.    
 
"They' re  scrambling  t o  ge t  caught  up  at  t his  locat ion, and I t hink we ' ll s ee  
great  t hings  t o  t he  fut ure ," O'Grady added.   
 
Also  on t he  council' s  agenda is  t he  firs t  reques t  by a  Bloomingt on 
prope rt y owne r t o  ra ise  chickens  s ince  t he  recent ly-approved zoning  
ove rhaul pe rmit s  t he  ac t ivit y.    
 



Karla  Lane  applied  for a  special use  pe rmit  t o  ra ise  up  t o  1 2  chickens  a t  
3 4 0 2  and 3 4 0 4  E. Oakland Ave . Lane  want s  t he  chickens  t o  provide  he r 
family wit h organic  eggs , fe rt ilize  he r garden, and cont ro l insect s .  She  
said  t he re  won' t  be  a  roos t e r in he r flock, which should  reduce  noise  in 
t he  ne ighborhood.   
 
Cit y s t affe rs  a t t ached a  couple  of condit ions , inc luding  keeping  t he  
chicken coops  a t  le as t  1 0  fee t  away from ne ighboring  prope rt ie s .     
 
The  c it y council Monday night  is  expect ed  t o  choose  a  Mayor Pro  Tem, 
who would  t ake  ove r offic ia l mayoral dut ie s  when t he  mayor is  not  able  t o  
pe rform t hose  re spons ibilit ie s . Karen Schmidt  he ld  t hat  pos it ion, but  she  
los t  he r council s eat  in las t  mont h' s  munic ipal e lec t ion. 
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BLOOMINGTON - McLean Count y She riff Jon Sandage  is  jo ining  o t he r law 
enforcement  offic ia ls  t o  expre ss  conce rn about  legaliz ing  recreat ional 
marijuana. 
 
Sandage  along  wit h t he  Illinois  She riffs '  Associat ion and Illinois  Associat ion 
of Chie fs  of Police  are  oppos ing  t he  proposed leg is la t ion. 
 
In a  s t a t ement  on Facebook, Sandage  said  public  safe t y conce rns  t hat  
we re  not  addre ssed when draft ing  t he  proposed measure  inc lude  impaired  
driving , increased crime  t hreat s , consequences  of mass  expungement , 
and not  enough re source s  t o  keep communit ie s  safe . 
 
"Law enforcement  across  t he  s t a t e  is  on t he  front  line s  of t he  daily bat t le  
wit h crime  and are  oft en t he  firs t  re sponde rs  t o  indivudals  suffe rning  wit h 
ment al healt h and addic t ion is sues .  Ye t  t his  b ill proposes  t hat  pas t -due  
vendors  are  more  import ant  t han keeping  our communit ie s  and s t ree t s  
safe ," said  Sandage . 
 



"Worse , t he  funding  is  proposed as  a  grant  program, which ra ise s  
s ignificant  conce rns  about  t he  equit able  d is t ribut ion of new re source s  
wit hout  t he  t he  t a int  of polit ical or o t he r mot ivat ions ," he  added. 
 
Sandage ' s  comment s  come  on t he  hee ls  of Sen. Jason Barickman (R-
Bloomingt on) , who said  he  a lso  does  not  support  t he  current  proposal. 
 
Gov. J .B. Prit zke r want s  lawmake rs  t o  pass  t he  leg is la t ion be fore  t he  
se s s ion ends  in May. 
ISSUE: Crime   
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TITLE: Man badly hurt  in wes t  s ide  hit -and-run crash 
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BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on Police  we re  looking  for t he  drive r of a  dark-
colored sedan who drove  off Monday night  aft e r hit t ing  a  man on t he  
c it y' s  wes t  s ide .   
 
Police  and fire  crews  we re  called  about  9 :3 0  p .m. t o  t he  area of Locus t  
St ree t  and Whit e  Oak Road.  
 
Police  said  t he  man suffe red  se rious  injurie s , and was  t aken t o  an area 
hospit a l.    
 
No ot he r de t ails  we re  available .   
 
Anyone  wit h informat ion about  t he  hit -and-run is  asked t o  cont ac t  
Bloomingt on Police  a t  3 0 9 -8 2 0 -8 8 8 8 , or McLean Count y Crime  St oppe rs  
a t  3 0 9 -8 2 8 -1 1 1 1 .   
 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   
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Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

BLOOMINGTON - The  aut horit y t o  hire  Bloomingt on police  office rs  and 
fire fight e rs  would  shift  from a volunt ee r commiss ion t o  t he  c it y manage r, 
unde r a  proposal be fore  t he  c it y council Tuesday night .   
 
Cit y Manage r Tim Gleason was  a  2 1  year ve t e ran of t he  Pekin Police  
Depart ment , ris ing  t o  t he  rank of Lieut enant  be fore  becoming a  c it y 
adminis t ra t or in Decat ur, and now in Bloomingt on.    
 
The  s t aff' s  proposal t o  hand ove r hiring  aut horit y t o  Gleason comes  as  he  
runs  a  nat ional search t o  replace  re t iring  Police  Chie f Clay Whee le r, whose  
las t  day on t he  job  is  June  2 1 .    
 
According  t o  t he  s t aff' s  report , a  key component  t o  success ful 
re cruit ment  of police  and fire fight e rs  is  t o  speed up t he  hiring  process , 
which s t affe rs  cont end is  hampered by wait ing  for ac t ion by t he  Board  of 
Fire  and Police  Commiss ione rs . 
 
"Allowing  for t his  re s t ruct ure  of aut horit y will a llow c it y s t aff t o  build  t he  
e lig ib ilit y lis t s  wit hout  t he  cons t ra int  of coordinat ing  t he  schedule s  of 
volunt ee r members  t o  t he  Commiss ion and wait ing  on formal mee t ings ," 
t he  s t aff report  s a id .     
 
The  report  s a id  c it y s t aff t o  build  e lig ib ilit y lis t s  wit hout  having  t o  
coordinat e  schedule s  of volunt ee r commiss ion members  and wait  for 
formal commiss ion mee t ings .    
 
Commiss ione rs  would  cont inue  t o  hold  hearings  on d isc ip linary mat t e rs , 
and make  decis ions  on promot ions  for police  and fire fight e rs .     
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BLOOMINGTON- Bloomingt on has  mapped out  t he  boundarie s  for it s  
cult ural d is t ric t , but  Gross inge r Mot ors  Arena is  not  part  of t he  d is t ric t .      
 
The  c it y council Tuesday night  unanimous ly approved a  map for what ' s  
de scribed as  an "incubat or of creat ivit y" and an "economic  drive r."  
Howeve r, Cult ural Commiss ion Vice  Chair Ron Crick said  t he  decis ion was  
made  t o  s t art  small, and pe rhaps  inc lude  t he  downt own arena in t he  
fut ure . 
 
"We  made  t he  decis ion t o  s t art  small so  t hat  we  could  pre sent  some t hing  
t hat  could  be  success ful right  away," said  Crick.   
 
"Once  you s t art  wit h t he  b ig  p ic t ure , I t hink you run some  se rious  risks . 
That ' s  not  a  risk t hat  we  decided t o  t ake ," Crick also  said .   
 
A cult ural d is t ric t  map allows  t he  c it y t o  seek grant s  from t he  privat e  
sec t or and philant hropic  organizat ions , and make  it  e as ie r for t he  c it y t o  
rece ive  s t a t e  and fede ral dollars .   
 
"We  want  t o  pursue  s t a t e  and fede ral g rant s  whe re  available  because  we  
have  all been paying  int o  s t a t e  and fede ral t axes , and we  would  jus t  like  
some  of our money back," said  Council member Jamie  Mat hy, who also  
se rves  on t he  Cult ural Commiss ion.   
 
In o t he r bus ine ss , t he  council gave  Cit y Manage r Tim Gleason t he  
aut horit y t o  hire  police  office rs  and fire fight e rs , a  job  t hat  had been done  
in t he  pas t  by a  volunt ee r commiss ion.   
 
The  council a lso  approved se t t lement s  in which Lakes ide  Count ry Club 
agreed t o  pay $ 3 ,7 5 0  and Killarney' s  Irish Pub agreed t o  a  $ 1 ,5 0 0  fine  
for not  obt aining  c it y license s  las t  year for t he ir video gaming machines .  
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Normal Town Council member St an Nord said  more  specific  expect at ions  
and goals  need t o  be  se t  when it  comes  t o  Connect  Trans it . 
 
The  t ransport a t ion sys t em has  been a  hot  t opic  in t he  Twin-Cit ie s .  The  
t rans it  board  vot ed  in March for a  se rie s  of fare  increase s  which are  
scheduled  t o  s t art  t his  fa ll, a long  wit h t he  e liminat ion of t he  Olive  rout e , 
which runs  from Main and Orlando in Normal t o  near Fort  Je s se  and 
He rshey Roads , e as t  of Ve t e rans  Parkway. 
 
Nord t o ld  WJBC' s  Scot t  Mille r groups  like  Cit izens  t o  Ensure  Fair Trans it  
have  d iffe rent  expect at ions  and pe rcept ions  from t hose  of t he  t rans it  
board .   
 
"Aft e r t a lking  t o  t he se  d iffe rent  groups , I re alize  t he  expect at ion is  
d iffe rent .   Connect  is  going  along  and is  t hinking  t hat  public  
t ransport a t ion is  t o  se rve  one  part icular need, and not  t o  say t hey are  
doing  it  int ent ionally t o  do  anyt hing  wrong, but  t he ir expect at ions  are  
d iffe rent  t han some  of t he se  o t he r groups ," said  Nord. 
 
"As  t he  councils  in bot h t owns , we  are  t he  ones  t hat  se t  up  Connect .  It ' s  
re ally our re spons ibilit y and obligat ion t o  rede fine  what  t he  goal is  and ge t  
people  on board ," Nord added. 
 
Nord added he  want s  Normal Mayor Chris  Koos  t o  fill a  vacancy on t he  
t rans it  board . 
 
Two current  Connect  Trans it  t rus t ee s  repre sent  Normal. They are  
Chairman Mike  McCurdy and Julie  Hile . 
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BLOOMINGTON - The re ’s  a  new adminis t ra t or running  McLean Count y 
gove rnment . 



 
Bill Wasson’s  las t  day as  count y adminis t ra t or was  Friday. His  replacement  
is  Camille  Rodriguez, who spent  t he  pas t  t wo years  as  t he  count y’s  healt h 
depart ment  d irec t or.   
 
Wasson advised Rodriguez t o  t rus t  he r int uit ion.  
 
"Ut ilize  our t rue  be lieve rs  wit hin t he  organizat ion, sa id  Wasson.   
 
"Work ac t ive ly, and communicat e  ac t ive ly wit h our count y board  
members  so  t hey can make  t he  be s t  decis ions  poss ib le , which I'm  sure  
she  will,"  Wasson also  said .  
 
The  re t iring  adminis t ra t or said  he ’s  spent  a  lo t  of t ime  brie fing  Rodriguez 
on various  mat t e rs  s ince  t he  count y board  approved he r appoint ment  in 
mid-April. 
 
"She  comes  wit h nearly t wo years  of expe rience  wit h our organizat ion, 
and a  ve ry s t rong  background in management  of public  se rvice , and also  
background in t he  jus t ice  sys t em," said  Wasson.  
 
"Those  combinat ions  of background in jus t ice , background in healt h has  
equipped he r ve ry we ll,"  Wasson added.   
 
Rodriguez is  McLean Count y' s  fift h adminis t ra t or, and t he  firs t  woman t o  
hold  t he  job .  He r salary is  $ 1 3 0 ,0 0 0  for t he  firs t  year of a  five  year 
cont rac t .     
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BLOOMINGTON - YWCA McLean Count y Pre s ident  and CEO Dont ae  Lat son 
has  announced his  depart ure  for a  pos it ion in Colorado. 
 
“We  are  t hankful for Dont ae ’s  cont ribut ions  t o  YWCA, which have  been 
numerous . He  will be  missed,” said  Barbara  Taft , pre s ident  of t he  YWCA 
McLean Count y Board  of Direc t ors . 
 
YWCA Vice  Pre s ident  Liz  Ge rman has  been named t he  Int e rim Pre s ident  
and CEO, e ffec t ive  June  2 4 t h. 
 
“We  are  excit ed  t o  cont inue  our work wit h Liz , who has  shown vis ionary 
le ade rship  in he r ro le s  a t  YW,” said  Taft . 
 
Lat son, who jo ined YWCA as  CEO in 2 0 1 3 , will begin work wit h Rocky 
Mount ain Communit ie s , an affordable  hous ing  non-for-profit  on July 1 s t . 
 
“I came  t o  t his  wonde rful communit y wit h t he  goal of s t rengt hening  t he  
infras t ruct ure  of t he  YW and finding  t he  right  pe rson t o  t ake  t he  
organizat ion t o  t he  next  leve l,” said  Lat son.  “We  found t hat  pe rson in Liz  
Ge rman. I’m proud of t he  work our phenomenal t e am has  done  and have  
eve ry confidence  in t he  fut ure  of t he  YW wit h a  great  t e am unde r Liz’s  
le ade rship .” 
 
Ge rman jo ined YWCA in 2 0 0 7  and he ld  seve ral d iffe rent  pos it ions  be fore  
be ing  named vice  pre s ident  of ope rat ions  in 2 0 1 5 .  
 
“The  fut ure  bus ine ss  mode l for non-for-profit  organizat ions  will focus  on 
t he  coalit ions  we  build  t o  se rve  t he  needs  of our communit ie s ,” said  
Ge rman. “St rong  re la t ionships  wit h our area  le ade rships , s chools , hospit a ls  
and ot he rs  who se rve  our d ive rse  populat ions  will ensure  a  s t rong  
communit y.” 
 
Ge rman graduat ed  from Illinois  St at e  Unive rs it y in 2 0 0 6  wit h a  bache lor' s  
degree  in polit ics  and gove rnment . 
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BLOOMINGTON - If Mille r Park Zoo Supe rint endent  Jay Te t zloff had his  
way, t he  public  would  not  have  known about  t he  flamingo put  down las t  
mont h aft e r a  child   t hrew a rock and hit  t he  b ird .   
 
As  it  t urned out , Te t zloff sa id  he  heard  from about  6 0  nat ional and 
int e rnat ional news  out le t s , inc luding  CNN, The  New York Times , and Los  
Ange le s  Times , as  he  t o ld  Greg  Halble ib  Wednesday on WJBC' s  Aft e rnoon 
Show.   
 
"When t he  init ia l s t ory broke , I asked t he  news  organizat ion not  t o  send it  
out , jus t  because  no one  wins ," said  Te t zloff.   
 
"The  bird  was  a lready gone , not hing  I can do about  t hat , and t hen t he  
family t hat  is  affec t ed . We  had many conve rsat ions  wit h t hem. They fee l 
horrib le  about  it . We  fee l horrib le  about  it . It ' s  jus t  a  no-win s it uat ion." 
 
Te t zloff won' t  s ay how he  re solved t he  s it uat ion wit h t he  second grade r' s  
family. Te t zloff sa id  he  rece ived hat e  mail about  what  happened t o  t he  
flamingo and for decid ing  not  t o  pre ss  charges  agains t  t he  child  or t he  
family.   
 
He  hopes  Bloomingt on' s  zoo will someday ge t  nat ional and int e rnat ional 
acc laim for it s  exhibit s  ins t ead of an unfort unat e  inc ident .    
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BLOOMINGTON -  One  of Bloomingt on Mayor Tari Renne r' s  p icks  t o  fill 
fut ure  vacancie s  on t he  Connect  Trans it  board  is  be ing  asked t o  wit hdraw 
his  name  from cons ide rat ion for t he  job .   
 
Members  of t he  group Cit izens  t o  Ensure  Fair Trans it  are  opposed t o  
current  Planning  Commiss ione r Jus t in Boyd ' s  appoint ment , so  t hat  bus  
ride rs  wit h d isabilit ie s  can se rve  on t he  board . 
 
Advocat e s  showed up at  Boyd ' s  office  Wednesday, handing  him a le t t e r 
from group member Jennife r Morsch, who is  b lind . 
 
She  said  Boyd is  much like  current  board  members  who are  financially 
we ll-off, able -bodied , and don' t  know what  it  means  t o  re ly on t rans it  as  a  
life line .    
 
Morsch said  re fus ing  t o  fill board  pos t s  wit h d isabled  ride rs  may explain 
why more  t han t wo-t hirds  of Bloomingt on-Normal bus  s t ops  are  not  
compliant  unde r t he  fede ral Americans  wit h Disabilit ie s  Act .  
 
"It  may also  explain why t he  board  has  locked us  int o  a  t rend of reduced 
se rvice s  and increased fare s  in recent  years , re sult ing  in our los s  of 
acce ss  t o  more  and more  of our wonde rful communit y: acce ss  t o  jobs , 
g roce rie s , medical care , and socializat ion," t he  le t t e r sa id .       
 
Boyd declined comment  when cont ac t ed  by WJBC. He ' s  be ing  asked t o  
re spond t o  t he  group ' s  reques t  by Monday.     
 
Morsch wrot e , "While  we  do not  hold  you re spons ible  for t he  decis ions  
made  by t he  Connect  Trans it  board , we  do hold  you account able  t o  your 
own decis ion: will you be  complic it  in t he  cont inued re jec t ion of voice s  of 
people  wit h d isabilit ie s , voice s  like  mine , or will you make  room for ride r 
repre sent at ion by reques t ing  t hat  Mayor Renne r wit hdraw your name  from 
cons ide rat ion for nominat ion t o  t he  Connect  Trans it  board?"    

 

 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   



HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE:Recreat ional marijuana has  no p lace  in college  sport s   
   
Dat e : 6 / 0 6 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

NORMAL - Aft e r re creat ional marijuana passed t he  Illinois  House  and 
await s  Gov. Prit zke r' s  s ignat ure , Illinois  St at e  Unive rs it y At hle t ic  Direc t or 
Larry Lyons  is  speaking  out  on t he  s ide  e ffec t s  it  will have  on sport s .  
 
In an int e rview wit h WJBC' s  Scot t  Mille r on Wednesday, Lyons  not ed  
s t udent -at hle t e s  will s t ill have  t o  fo llow NCAA guide line s .  
 
"I'm  conce rned about  it . The  educat ion process  is  going  t o  have  t o  really 
ramp up," said  Lyons . "We  do have  random drug  t e s t ing , we  t ake  it  ve ry 
se rious ly. It ' s  about  t he ir healt h and safe t y, it ’s  about  t he ir abilit y t o  
compe t e  in t he  c las s room and compe t e  on t he  fie ld  of p lay. So we  are  
going  t o  have  t o  t ake  a  really se rious  s t ance  on t his . I t hink we  are  going  
down t he  pat h t hat  event ually fede rally it  will not  be  agains t  t he  law, and 
t hen t he  NCAA is  going  t o  have  t o  react  on t hat . Socie t y is  int e re s t ing  
whe re  it  goes  when you want  t o  chase  revenues  and t he re  is  going  t o  be  
some  s ide -e ffec t s  t o  t hat , t he re  is  no  ques t ion about  t hat ."    
 
Wit h sport s  gambling  legal in t he  U.S., and Illinois  needing  t o  pass  a  b ill, 
Lyons  added t he re  was  not  much discuss ion around recreat ional marijuana 
surrounding  sport s  as  t he re  was  gambling .  
 
"It  put s  us  in a  really d ifficult  spot . Int riguingly t he re  was  not  a  lo t  of 
d ia logue  back and fort h as  t he re  was  wit h t he  sport s  gaming bill,"  added 
Lyons . "It  is  s t ill agains t  fede ral law, recreat ional marijuana, and it ’s  s t ill 
agains t  NCAA rule s  and regulat ions . So we  are  going  t o  fo llow NCAA rule s  
and regulat ions ."  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ISSUE: Re lig ion  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Remains  of El Paso ' s  famed Archbishop se t  for move  t o  Peoria  
  
Dat e : 6 / 1 0 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time :  

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
PEORIA - The  remains  of famed Archbishop Fult on Sheen of El Paso 
appear t o  be  headed t o  Peoria , from his  current  re s t ing  p lace  a t  St . 
Pat rick' s  Cat hedral in New York. 
 
The  Diocese  of Peoria  is sued a  news  re lease  Sunday ce lebrat ing  a  ruling  
from New York' s  highes t  court , re jec t ing  what  appeared t o  be  t he  
Archdiocese  of New York' s  final appeal of e arlie r court  decis ions  -- a ll 
favoring  t he  t rans fe r of Sheen' s  remains  t o  Peoria ' s  St . Mary' s  Cat hedral.    
 
The  local d iocese  a lso  we lcomed report s  t hat  t he  Archdiocese  is  willing  t o  
end t he  t hree  year legal bat t le . 
 
An Archdiocese  spokespe rson t o ld  t he  Cat holic  News  Agency t hat  it  was  
a  so lemn obligat ion t o  uphold  Sheen' s  las t  wishes , as  d irec t ed  in his  Will, 
t o  be  buried  in New York.   
 
The  Archdiocese  said  Sheen' s  niece  and c lose s t  living  re la t ive , Joan Sheen 
Cunningham, had only recent ly changed he r pos it ion and reques t ed  his  
remains  be  moved t o  a  shrine  a t  Peoria ' s  St . Mary' s  Cat hedral.     
 
According  t o  t he  report , Cunningham now be lieves  he r uncle  would  have  
want ed t o  be  int e rred  in Peoria  if he  knew it  would  he lp  advance  his  cause  
for saint hood.   
 
St . Mary' s  in Peoria  is  whe re  Sheen was  ordained as  a  prie s t  1 0 0  years  
ago.  He  died  in 1 9 7 9 .   
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Human remains  found from air c rash t hat  killed  Tazewe ll Count y 
Marine  
   
Dat e : 6 / 1 1 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
TREMONT - Human remains  have  been recove red s ix mont hs  aft e r a  U.S. 
Marine  from Tazewe ll Count y and five  o t he rs  we re  killed  when t wo milit ary 
p lanes  crashed ove r t he  Sea of Japan.    
 
The  Marine  Corps  said  Monday t he  remains  we re  found during  a  salvage  
ope rat ion conduct ed  from May 2 7  t hrough June  7 .  
 
Cpl. Danie l Bake r, a  2 0 1 5  Tremont  High School graduat e , d ied  when an 
F/ A-1 8  and KC1 3 0 J collided in t he  a ir in e arly December.    
 
Aut horit ie s  have  not  de t e rmined t he  number of bodie s  recove red, or t he ir 
ident it ie s . The  remains  are  be ing  t rans fe red  t o  Dove r Air Force  Base  in 
De laware  for formal ident ificat ion.    
 
"We  reaffirm our deepes t  sympat hy for a ll affec t ed  by t his  t ragedy and 
t hose  grieving  t he  los s  of t he  s ix Marine s  who pe rished in t his  acc ident . 
We  also  would  like  t o  expre ss  our s ince re  grat it ude  for t he  coope rat ion 
and expe rt ise  of t he  unde rwat e r salvage  t e am," t he  Marine  Corps  said  in a  
prepared s t a t ement .   
 
Crews  also  recove red t he  KC-1 3 0 J ' s  cockpit  voice  recorde r and dig it a l 
flight  re corde r, which will a id  t he  inves t igat ion. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: BPD: Two men in cus t ody for Orchard  Road murde r 
   
Dat e : 6 / 1 1 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

BLOOMINGTON - Bloomingt on Police  confirmed on Tuesday t hey have  
arre s t ed  t wo men and are  looking  for a  t hird  in connect ion t o  a  fa t a l 
shoot ing  in April. 
 
Exodus  Hebe rt , 1 8 , of Bloomingt on and Amari McNabb, 2 2 , of Las  Vegas  
each face  firs t -degree  murde r charges  in t he  April 2  shoot ing  deat h of 
2 5 -year o ld  Juan Nash.  Nash was  killed  in t he  1 2 0 0  block of Orchard  
Road. 
 
Aut horit ie s  said  t hey are  searching  for a  t hird  suspect , Scot t y Allen, 1 8 , 
of Chicago, formerly from Bloomingt on.    
 
Allen was  report edly shot  during  t he  April 2  inc ident . 
 

ISSUE: Gove rnment , Educat ion  

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Unit  5  in t he  red  as  school board  adopt s  amended budge t  
   
Dat e : 6 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  



NORMAL - The  Unit  5  school board  Wednesday night  adopt ed  an amended 
budge t  for t he  fiscal year ending  t his  mont h, and it  shows  a  mult i-million 
dollar de fic it  in t he  educat ion fund.  
 
The  de fic it  is  a t  $ 6 ,4 1 6 ,2 5 8 , according  t o  Unit  5  Bus ine ss  Manage r Mart y 
Hickman. Declining  revenue  is  due  t o  s low growt h in prope rt y value s  and 
highe r spending  t o  boos t  t e ache r salarie s .   
 
The  d is t ric t  is  t emporally borrowing  money t o  fill t he  budge t  gap ove r t he  
next  t wo years , wit h t he  board  forced t o  cut  spending  or ask vot e rs  t o  
approve  a  t ax hike  re fe rendum t o  increase  revenue . 
 
Unit  5  Bus ine ss  Manage r Mart y Hickman said  conve rsat ions  about  t he  
de fic it  need t o  t ake  p lace .  
 
"It  is  ce rt a inly some t hing  t hat  our school board  and communit y as  a  
whole  will have  t o  have  a  conve rsat ion ve ry soon about ," added Hickman.  
 
"What  do  we  value  in K-1 2  educat ion in our communit y?  We  heard  some  
great  pre sent at ions  about  some  of t he  course  offe rings  t hat  we  have . Our 
conve rsat ion wit h t he  communit y will be  about , are  we  offe ring  
eve ryt hing  t hat  we  would  like  t o  offe r, and if so , t hen how are  we  going  
t o  fund t hat  going  forward."  
 
Las t  fa ll, t he  school board  decided t o  barrow money by se lling  $ 1 6 .5  
million in bonds  ove r a  t wo-year pe riod. Adminis t ra t ors  said  t he  cos t  of 
t he  borrowing  t o  Unit  5  prope rt y t axpaye rs  is  an ext ra  $ 2 0 5  a  year for 
t he  owne r of a  $ 1 7 7 ,0 0 0  home .  
 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Zimmerman children t e ll t he ir s t ory in Dat e line  report  about  
mot he r' s  murde r 
  
Dat e : 6 / 1 4 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - A Bloomingt on murde r case  t hat  he ld  t he  a t t ent ion of 
Cent ral Illinois  re s ident s  during  a  five -week t ria l e arlie r t his  spring  is  about  
t o  rece ive  nat ional exposure .   



 
NBC' s  Dat e line  has  re leased a  minut e -long  preview of a  s t ory t hat  will a ir 
Monday at  9  p .m. about  t he  November 2 0 1 4  shoot ing  deat h of Pam 
Zimmerman, and t he  t ria l t hat  re sult ed  in a  jury finding  he r former 
husband Kirk Zimmerman not  guilt y of he r murde r.      
 
The  Zimmerman' s  t hree  children, David , He idi and Rache l, we re  among 
t hose  int e rviewed for t he  s t ory.  All t e enage rs  a t  t he  t ime , t hey we re  
worried  one  morning  when t he ir mot he r d id  not  come  home  from work.   
 
"I walk out  int o  t he  hallway, t he  light s  we re  s t ill on. He r bedroom is  dark, 
and looks  like  no one  had been t he re ," David  Zimmerman said .   
 
"We  made  up eve ry poss ib le  excuse  t he re  could  have  been for why she  
wasn' t  coming home ," said  one  of t he  Zimmerman' s  t win daught e rs .   
 
That  same  morning , Pam Zimmerman' s  c lose  friend, Julie  Koh, t o ld  
Dat e line  she  heard  from Pam' s  fiance , Scot t  Baldwin, who lived a  few 
hours  away, and like  t he  children, he  t oo  was  conce rned. 
 
"My home  phone  rang , and it  was  Scot t .  He  said , ' I haven' t  heard  from 
Pam. I' ve  been t rying  t o  reach he r s ince  las t  night .' "  
 
Koh t e s t ified  a t  t he  t ria l t hat  she  went  t o  Pam Zimmerman' s  e as t  s ide  
Bloomingt on office  and found he r body.  Koh was  t he  prosecut ion' s  firs t  
wit ne ss  during  a  t ria l in which t he  jury of t en men and t wo women 
acquit t ed  Kirk Zimmerman of murde r.    
 
 

ISSUE: Police , Fire   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Woman die s  in Be llflower house  fire  
  
Dat e : 6 / 1 7 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BELLFLOWER - McLean Count y Corone r Kat hy Yode r has  ye t  t o  re lease  
t he  name  of a  woman killed  in a  house  fire  e arly Sunday in far 
sout heas t e rn McLean Count y.   
 



She riff Jon Sandage  said  in a  news  re lease  t hat  a  deput y on pat ro l saw a 
home  fully engulfed  in flames  in t he  4 0 0  block of Firs t  St ree t  in Be llflower 
about  5 :2 0  a .m.         
 
Sandage  says  fire  crews  found t he  woman' s  body aft e r put t ing  out  t he  
b laze . 
 
Be llflower, Saybrook, and Farmer Cit y fire fight e rs  we re  called  t o  fight  t he  
fire .   
 
The  she riff' s  depart ment  and t he  corone r' s  office  are  a id ing  fire  
inves t igat ors  in de t e rmining  a  cause .     
 
Fire s  c la imed t wo live s  in McLean Count y in le s s  t han a  week.   
 
Pre liminary aut opsy re sult s  showed Judit h Dawson, 7 6 , d ied  from inhaling  
smoke  and soot  during  a  fire  las t  Wednesday in t he  1 3 0 0  block of Baugh 
Drive  in Normal. The  cause  of t hat  fire  is  a lso  unde r inves t igat ion.    
 

 

 

 

ISSUE: Gove rnment   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Council member: Large  Connect  Trans it  buse s  come  at  a  cos t   
   
Dat e : 6 / 2 0 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - A Bloomingt on c it y council member be lieves  t he re ' s  a  
local cos t  t o  t he  large , e lec t ric-powered Connect  Trans it  buse s  even 
t hough t hey' re  bought  wit h fede ral and s t a t e  dollars .   
 
Council member Jamie  Mat hy says  heavie r 4 0 -foot  vehic le s  damage  area 
roads , meaning  local t ax dollars  are  spent  for road repairs .    
 
"They' re  heavy enough t hey' re  t e aring  up t he  roads ," said  Mat hy at  t his  
week' s  commit t ee -of-t he -whole  council mee t ing .  



 
"At  Front  St ree t , you can lit e rally see  whe re  t he  buse s  s t op  because  t he  
asphalt  and eve ryt hing  shift s  from t he  we ight  of t hose  buse s . If t hat ' s  t he  
scenario , t hen I would  s t ill ra t he r pay for t he  3 0  foot  buse s  t o  not  have  
t hat  damage  t o  t he  road," Mat hy said .   
 
In addit ion t o  Mat hy' s  conce rns , t he  public  t rans it  sys t em cont inues  t o  
hear complaint s  t he re  are  t oo  many empt y seat s  on t he  large r buse s .   
 
Connect  Trans it  Gene ral Manage r Isaac  Thorne  says  t he re ' s  not  enough 
room on t he  smalle r 3 0  foot  buse s  t o  accommodat e  t he  4 0  people  an 
hour who board  t he  bus  a t  peak t imes  on nine  of t he  1 5  rout e s .  
 
Thorne  addre ssed Bloomingt on and Normal councils  t his  week.   
 
Normal council member Kevin McCart hy applauded Connect  Trans it  for 
saving  local t axpaye rs  millions  of dollars  by securing  fede ral and s t a t e  a id  
t o  buy e lec t ric  buse s .      
 
"As  a  guy who ' s  re spons ible  for spending  t axpaye r money, when you s t art  
t a lking  about  $ 1 0  million t o  $ 1 2  million dollars  in savings , and we ' re  not  
t a lking  about  t hat ?   Holy Cow!  That ' s  a  t on of t axpaye r dollars ," 
McCart hy said .   
 
Thorne  said  an e lec t ric  bus  cos t s  up  t o  $ 9 0 0 ,0 0 0 , compared t o  
$ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  for a  d ie se l-fue led  bus . Howeve r, t he  t rans it  sys t em would  not  
ge t  fede ral and s t a t e  as s is t ance  t o  buy die se l-fue led  buse s , according  t o  
Thorne .   
 
Also , he  said  e lec t ric  buse s  don' t  need fue l and various  o t he r part s , 
s aving  $ 2 5 6 ,0 0 0  ove r t he  vehic le ' s  dozen-year life  span.   
 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Charges  pending  agains t  man driving  e rrat ically t hrough ISU Quad   
   
Dat e : 6 / 2 1 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 3  pm 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

NORMAL -  Charges  are  pending  agains t  a  man who drive  e rrat ically 
t hrough t he  Illinois  St at e  Unive rs it y Quad early Friday morning .  



 
ISU Police  Chie f Aaron Woodruff said  Office rs  on t he  Quad not iced a  
vehic le  driving  e rrat ically from t he  sout h end of t he  Quad up t he  
s idewalks  t o  Hovey and Mult on.  
 
Office rs  s t opped t he  vehic le  and t ransport ed  t he  drive r t o  Advocat e  
BroMenn Medical Cent e r for an evaluat ion.  
 
Woodruff added t hat  t he  drive r was  not  unde r t he  influence  of any 
subs t ance , and t he re  was  no criminal damage  t o  prope rt y. No one  was  
injured .  
 

ISSUE: Crime   

HOW ISSUE WAS TREATED: News  St ory 

TITLE: Prosecut ors : Hit  and run van drive r in fa t a l c rash d id  not  have  
drive rs  license   
  
Dat e : 6 / 2 5 / 2 0 1 9  
 
Time : 6  am 

Durat ion: 1 2  Hours  

 
BLOOMINGTON - The  drive r of a  van who allegedly ran off aft e r a  fa t a l 
c rash in Bloomingt on las t  Sat urday face s  a  fe lony charge  t hat  could  land 
him in prison for up  t o  1 5  years .   
 
McLean Count y prosecut ors  on Tuesday charged Jose  Rodriguez, 2 7 , wit h 
fa ilure  t o  provide  informat ion about  t he  accident  a t  Main and Macart hur 
t hat  killed  a  mot orcyclis t , Corey Cot t re ll, 3 9 , of Normal.        
 
Ass is t ant  St at e ' s  At t orney Andrew Ponce r t o ld  t he  judge  Rodriguez was  
t he  unlicensed drive r of a  van t hat  ran a  red  light  and collided wit h t he  
mot orcycle .   
 
Ponce r said  Rodriguez volunt arily surrende red t he  next  day at  t he  
Bloomingt on Police  Depart ment .   
 
It  was  revealed  Rodriguez is  from Honduras , but  no  one  ment ioned in 
court  whe t he r he ' s  legally living  in t he  Twin-Cit ie s .   
 
At t orneys  said  Rodriguez has  lived in Bloomingt on for five  years , and has  
re la t ive s  living  he re .   



 
He  has  t o  pos t  a  $ 1 0 ,0 3 5  cash bond t o  be  re leased from t he  McLean 
Count y Jail.    
 
 

 


