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FACE THE NATION 

 

12/06/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Moncef Slaoui, PhD, chief adviser, Operation Warp 

Speed (2); Mayor Lori Lightfoot (D-Chicago, IL) (3); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (4); Dr. 

James Linder, CEO, Nebraska Medicine (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (6); Chris Krebs, former 

director, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on President Trump’s role in the national surge in coronavirus cases and deaths 

 2) Topics include: the timeline for coronavirus vaccine distribution to lower infection rates / potential date for FDA 

approval of a coronavirus vaccine / potential side effects of a coronavirus vaccine / forthcoming vaccine trials for children 

and adolescents / President-elect Joe Biden’s criticism of Operation Warp Speed’s incomplete distribution guidelines 

 3) Topics include: effects of stay-at-home orders in reducing coronavirus infections / disproportionate effects of 

coronavirus on Black and Latinx groups / federal guidelines for the first groups to receive the coronavirus vaccine / 

combatting vaccine distrust among Black and Latinx groups / the necessity of local governments to fund services in the 

absence of federal money 

 4) a report from London on the relaxation of severe lockdown restrictions in Europe 

 5) Topics include: the continued strain on the healthcare system, especially frontline workers / changes in the standard of 

care due to limited medical staff and resources / plans to distribute a coronavirus vaccine to healthcare workers 

 6) Topics include: likelihood of continued coronavirus infections and deaths towards and into 2021 / ways to protect 

vulnerable residents of long-term care facilities / the benefits of vaccinating a larger population, against advised dosage 

protocols / groups that should be prioritized to receive a coronavirus vaccine / the likelihood of increased vaccine 

production in 2021, despite shortage worries 

 7) Topics include: President Trump spreading disinformation over the 2020 Presidential Election results / Congressional 

Republicans largely not acknowledging President-elect Joe Biden’s victory / the negative effects of election 

disinformation on the democratic process / foreign vaccine disinformation campaigns / foreign cyberattacks on vaccine-

related businesses 

 

12/13/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign 

correspondent (2); Alex Azar, secretary, Health and Human Services (3); Representative Cedric Richmond (D-LA), 

incoming senior adviser to President-elect Joe Biden (4); Robert Garrett, CEO, Hackensack Meridian Health (5); Dr. 

Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (6); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys director (8) 

 Correspondent: Margaret Brennan, moderator, FACE THE NATION (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on surging coronavirus cases straining hospital capacity even as a vaccine looms 

 2) a report from London on the release of coronavirus vaccines in the United Kingdom, Russia, and China 

 3) Topics include: the first shipment of coronavirus vaccine in the U.S. / the focus on vaccinating nursing home residents 

rather than the general population / the  potential number of vaccinated citizens by 2021 / CVS’s claims they were told by 

the Trump administration to delay vaccination until December 21st / governors’ concerns over lack of federal funding and 

logistical support for vaccination efforts / President Trump’s executive order banning vaccine exports until Americans are 

vaccinated  

 4) Topics include: the Biden administration’s vaccine distribution plans / prioritizing teacher vaccinations after frontline 

health workers and long-term care facility staff; Republican support for President Trump’s efforts to invalidate the 

Presidential election; potential conflict of interest for President-elect Joe Biden’s Attorney General regarding 

investigations of Hunter Biden; concerns over Inauguration Day violence between pro-Trump groups and ANTIFA 

 5) Topics include: hospital capacity in New Jersey through the pandemic / improved access to new therapeutic treatments 

/ the logistics of vaccinating working medical staff / CVS’s claims they were told by the Trump administration to delay 

vaccination until December 21st  

 6) Topics include: the continued rise in coronavirus deaths / rotating peaks of infection numbers in different regions of the 

U.S. / CVS’s focus on obtaining consent before beginning vaccinations on December 21st / potential issues distributing 

vaccines to wider communities / the Trump administration disputing claims it rejected additional vaccine supplies from 

Pfizer / President Trump’s executive order banning vaccine exports until Americans are vaccinated 

 7) an excerpt from an October focus group conversation with three Biden supporters and three Trump supporters about 

their willingness to receive the coronavirus vaccine 

 8) insight from Mr. Salvanto as to why Trump voters want the President to keep fighting to overturn the election 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/20/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News senior national correspondent (1); Vice Admiral Dr. Jerome Adams, U.S. Surgeon 

General (2); Ron Klain, incoming White House Chief of Staff for President-elect Joe Biden (3, 5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, 

former FDA commissioner (4); David Ricks, chairman & CEO, Eli Lilly and Company (6); Kevin Mandia, CEO, FireEye 

(7); Mary Daly, president & CEO, Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco (8) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on issues affecting the rollout of coronavirus vaccinations in the U.S. 

 2) Topics include: the new coronavirus strain identified in the United Kingdom / the slow pace of vaccinations despite the 

number of doses distributed / overcoming suspicions of the vaccine in the Black community / overcoming suspicions of 

the vaccine among Republicans and in rural communities 

 3) Topics include: President-elect Joe Biden’s plans for Operation Warp Speed 

 4) Topics include: holiday gatherings likely contributing to coronavirus case spikes / the new coronavirus strain identified 

in the United Kingdom / distribution issues for Pfizer’s vaccine 

 5) Topics include: guidance for visiting houses of worship during the pandemic; hacking attacks on the government and 

private entities, allegedly by Russia 

 6) Topics include: the low usage rate of monoclonal antibody treatment / increased antibody distribution through 

Operation Warp Speed / contrast between federal distribution of antibodies and states’ infrequent use 

 7) Topics include: ongoing cyberattacks on the government and private entities in the U.S. / possible suspects behind the 

attacks, including Russia / the balance between combatting cyberattacks without making public statements regarding them 

 8) Topics include: the economic benefits of additional federal aid packages / potential job cuts at the state and local levels 

from lack of federal aid / limits from Congress on the Federal Reserve’s ability to repeat programs in the future / the 

number of women who have given up looking for new jobs 

 

12/27/20 Guests: Mola Lenghi, CBS News correspondent (1); Mayor John Cooper, (D-Nashville, TN) (2); Frank Figliuzzi, former 

FBI assistant director for counterintelligence (3); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (4); Governor Gretchen 

Whitmer, (D-MI) (5); Governor Mike DeWine (R-OH) (5); Isabel Wilkerson, author, Caste: The Origins of Our 

Discontent (6); Jon Meacham, author, His Truth Is Marching On: John Lewis and the Power of Hope (6); Peter Baker, 

The New York Times, co-author, The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James A. Baker III (6); Susan 

Glasser, The New Yorker, co-author, The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James A. Baker III (6) 

 1) a report from Nashville on the investigation into the Christmas Day bombing and the raid of a home tied to Anthony 

Quinn Warner, a person of interest 

 2) Topics include: possible motives behind the Christmas Day bombing in Nashville, TN / potential links between the 

bombing and AT&T; ongoing coronavirus spikes in Tennessee 

 3) Topics include: the likelihood of the Nashville bombing being an isolated incident / potential links between the 

bombing suspect and AT&T / the vulnerability of city infrastructure to bombings / the likelihood of a single bombing 

perpetrator / conspiracy theories linking 5G and the coronavirus 

 4) Topics include: the likelihood of an additional coronavirus case spike due to holiday gatherings / the timeline before 

vaccination impacts coronavirus case numbers / the new coronavirus strain first identified in the United Kingdom / the 

slow pace of vaccine distribution and inoculation 

 5) Topics include: the value of local government during times of crisis / coordinating the distribution of information and 

supplies between states / efforts to vaccinate essential groups whose designation varies by state / the backlash from 

constituents over lockdown measures 

 6) Annual authors’ roundtable topics include: summer protests over systemic racism in the U.S. / the ideas of progress 

and redemption regarding incidents of law enforcement violence / ways President-elect Joe Biden can bridge the racial 

gap in America / the contrast of President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris as running mates / 

President-elect Joe Biden’s potential struggles overcoming the international issues caused by the Trump administration 
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60 MINUTES 

 

12/06/20 “Peddling PPE” – a report on companies rising to meet the demands for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). With an 

unregulated market, companies like Blue Flame Medical have been accused of exploiting the pandemic for profit. 

Includes interviews with John Thomas, president of Blue Flame Medical; Jim Mangia, CEO of St. John’s Well Child & 

Family Center; and Rudy Rong, founder of Magic Ice Cube. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Secondary Sports” – a report on NCAA sports programs cut due to the pandemic. With universities pressured to sustain 

high-earning programs like football, “secondary sports” like gymnastics and tennis have suffered. Includes interviews 

with Mike Burns, former men’s gymnastics coach at the University of Minnesota; Mark Coyle, athletic director at the 

University of Minnesota; Shane Wiskus, member of the University of Minnesota gymnastics team; Victoria Jackson, a 

former student athlete who specializes in the history of college sports at Arizona State University; and Sarah Wilhelmi, 

senior director of collegiate partnerships at the U.S. Olympic Committee. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman) 

“Viola Davis” – an interview with Emmy, Oscar and Tony winning actor Viola Davis. She discusses her varied roles, her 

childhood, and the struggles she’s overcome in her industry. Includes an interview with Julius Tennon, her husband. (See 

also: “Denzel”, OAD: 12/18/16) (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) 

 

12/13/20 “Saudi Fugitives” – a report on Saudi citizens accused of crimes in the U.S. After being charged, many have returned 

back to Saudi Arabia, escaping prosecution with the alleged help of the Saudi government. Survivors and families of 

victims urge the U.S. to seek justice for citizens. Includes interviews with Fawn Lengvenis, whose daughter was killed; 

Shawn Overstreet, the district attorney prosecuting Lengvenis’ case; Teresa, a victim of rape; and Senator Ron Wyden 

(D-OR), a member of the senate intelligence committee. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron Weisz) 

“The High Cost of Healing” – a report on Sutter Health, a hospital chain that has been accused of leveraging its 

dominant position to increase healthcare costs. A lawsuit against the company filed by the California Attorney General is 

hoping to regulate the costs of healthcare services and encourage other governments to pursue similar cases. Includes 

interviews with Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of California; Glenn Melnick, a health care economist at the University 

of Southern California; Hillary Ronen, a member of San Francisco’s city and county board of supervisors; and Elizabeth 

Mitchell, CEO of the Pacific Business Group on Health. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Richard Bonin) 

“Excited Delirium” – a report on “excited delirium”, a controversial term used in many cases of death in police custody. 

It is not recognized by the American Medical Association, the World Health Organization or the American Psychiatric 

Association. Psychiatrists argue the phrase is utilized by the police as a way of escaping blame and is disproportionately 

associated with young black males. Includes interviews with Sheneen McClain, whose son was killed; Dave Young, 

Adams County District Attorney; Dr. Paul Appelbaum, a leading psychiatrist who oversees changes to psychiatry’s main 

diagnostic manual; Barb Johnson, whose son was hospitalized and almost killed; and Joe Baker, paramedic. (C: John 

Dickerson – P: Sarah Koch) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/20/20 “An End in Sight” – a report on Pfizer’s release of the first U.S. approved coronavirus vaccine. Created in collaboration 

with BioNTech, the vaccine has been expeditiously vetted through the design and certification process to meet the urgent 

need to stop the virus. Includes interviews with Kathrin Jansen, head of vaccine research and development for Pfizer; Dr. 

Ugur Sahin and Dr. Ozlem Tureci, founders of BioNTech; Albert Bourla, Pfizer’s CEO; and Dr. Mark Mulligan, director 

of the NYU-Langone vaccine center. (See also: “Stopping the Virus”, OAD: 03/22/20); “Pandemic Politics”, OAD: 

05/10/20; “Treating COVID-19 Today”, OAD: 10/11/20; “A Shot in the Arm”, OAD: 11/08/20) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: 

Marc Lieberman) 

“Justice Defenders” – a report on the Justice Defenders, an organization aiming to educate prisoners about the legal 

system and equip them to represent themselves or others who are detained without proper legal counsel. The organization 

has greatly impacted Kenya, challenging the constitutionality of Kenya’s mandatory death sentence, which was changed 

due to their efforts. Includes interviews with Alexander McLean, founder of Justice Defenders; Morris Kaberia, George 

Karaba, Pauline Njeri and Jane Manyonge, who were all helped by the Justice Defenders; and Willie Ojulu, chief 

inspector at Langata Women’s Prison. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Michael H. Gavshon, Kate Morris) 

“Built by Angels” – a report on the Christian holy site Lalibela, where 11 churches carved from a single block of stone 

sit on the central plateau of Ethiopia. Members of the Ethiopian Orthodox church say it was constructed by angels – the 

site attracts droves of faithful pilgrims, many travel hundreds of kilometers on foot to visit the churches. Masons are 

unable to work on the structure of the building due to the belief that it was built via divine intervention, but the World 

Conservation Fund is teaching locals to repair and maintain the property. Includes interviews with Fasil Giorghis, 

architect and historian; Tewede Yigzaw and Getaye Abebeaw, farmers; Tsigie Selassie Mezgebu, pilgrim; Stephen Battle, 

architect with the World Monuments Fund; and Simon Warrack, master stone mason at the World Monuments Fund. (C: 

Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) (OAD: 12/01/19; 1st Rebroadcast: 12/22/19 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “A Holiday 

Feast for the Senses”; 2nd Rebroadcast: 08/02/20) 

 

12/27/20  PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Home for the Holidays” 

  60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Home for the Holidays” 

“Shakira” – a profile of Shakira, the award-winning Colombian singer. With a multifaceted successful career, the artist 

details the difficulties of finding balance while striving for perfection. A philanthropist, she feels her music career is a 

vehicle which allows her to work as an advocate for early childhood education. Now preparing for the Super Bowl LIV 

halftime show, Shakira remains one of the best-selling music artists. Includes an interview with Gerard Pique, famed 

soccer player and Shakira’s husband. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman) (OAD: 01/05/20; 1st Rebroadcast: 

08/16/20) 

“Vision of Music” – a profile of Matthew Whitaker. Whitaker, a blind jazz pianist, has been called a prodigy and has 

performed globally since the age of 11. His parents say he always had an ear for music, playing at an advanced level 

without being taught. After a complicated birth, Whitaker underwent eleven surgeries in an attempt to restore his eyesight 

with no success. With the help of teacher Dalia Sakas, a classically trained concert pianist and director of music at a 

school for the visually impaired, Whitaker learned to hone his skills. Neuroscientists have studied his MRIs to find a link 

between brain simulation and creativity. Includes interviews with Moses Whitaker, Matthew’s father; May Whitaker, 

Matthew’s mother; Dalia Sakas, director of music studies at the Filomen M. D’Agostino Greenberg Music School in New 

York City; and Dr. Charles Limb, a surgeon and neuroscientist. (Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Katy Textor) (OAD: 02/23/20; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 07/26/20; 2nd Rebroadcast: 10/11/20 on a 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION) 

“The Crown Prince of Kabuki” – a profile of Ebizo, the famed Kabuki performer who has gained celebrity status in 

Japan through the traditional theater art. Includes interviews with Denjiro Tanaka, a friend of Ebizo; and Mark Oshima, 

who translates the plays into English. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer, Vanessa Fica) (OAD:  04/19/20) 
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48 HOURS 

 

12/05/20  PREEMPTION 

 

12/12/20 48 HOURS: “The Hunt for the Long Island Serial Killer” – a third follow-up report to “Long Island Serial Killer”, 

OAD: 07/12/11, on the ongoing investigation and search for the murderer linked to the multiple victims found dead along 

a stretch of Ocean Parkway near Gilgo Beach on Long Island, NY. In the early morning hours of May 1st, 2010, sex 

worker Shannan Gilbert left a client’s home in Oak Beach, NY. She frantically called 911 and went to various homes 

asking for help before disappearing. The search for Shannan would lead police to the bodies of four missing women: 

Maureen Brainard-Barnes, Megan Waterman, Melissa Barthelemy and Amber Costello. All sex workers, police suspected 

a serial killer. In the spring of 2011, six more bodies were found in the area. In December 2011, Shannan’s possessions, 

then body, were found. Investigators concluded she died from hypothermia, however a second autopsy found injuries to 

her neck which suggested strangulation. Police turned their attention to Dr. Peter Hackett, in whose home Shannan’s 

possessions were found. Days after Shannan’s disappearance, Hackett called her mother saying he was running a halfway 

house Shannan was trying to join. Police began looking at other suspects, but the Gilbert family sued Hackett in civil 

court. In 2012, with the retirement of Suffolk County Chief of Detectives Dominick Varrone, work on the case slowed. In 

2018, former FBI agent Geraldine Hart took over as Suffolk County Police Commissioner. Using new genealogical tools, 

investigators identified one of the victims as Valerie Mack, missing since 2000. Police also released images of a 

monogrammed belt they believe belonged to the killer. This broadcast also includes Megan’s daughter Lily’s first 

television interview. On-screen text graphic: If you have information on the Long Island Serial Killer go to: 

gilgonews.com. Interviewed: Missy Cann, Maureen’s sister; Dominick Varrone, former Suffolk County Chief of 

Detectives; Sara Karnes, Maureen’s friend; Lily Waterman, Megan’s daughter; Elizabeth Meserve, Megan’s aunt; Lynn 

Barthelemy, Melissa’s mother; David Schaller, Amber’s friend; Sherre Gilbert, Shannan’s mother; John Ray, Gilbert 

family attorney; Gus Garcia-Roberts, newspaper reporter; John Oliva, former Suffolk County detective; Geraldine Hart, 

Suffolk County Police Commissioner. (See also: 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Long Island Serial Killer”, OAD: 07/12/11, 

rebroadcast on 12/17/11 – included an update; 48 HOURS MYSTERY: "Long Island Serial Killer", OAD: 06/23/12 - a 

follow-up report; and 48 HOURS: "Long Island Serial Killer", OAD: 07/20/13 - a second follow-up report to the original 

broadcast.) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Mary Ann Rotondi, Murray Weiss) 

 

12/19/20 PREEMPTION 

 

12/26/20 48 HOURS: “Broken Hearts” (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on how the death of Karen Ermert was connected to a 

lifesaving heart transplant for Eva Baisey. Gene Weingarten, a writer for The Washington Post, had the idea that reporting 

on any single day could encapsulate the entire human experience. He and Editor Tom Shroder placed twenty years of 

dates into a hat and randomly chose December 28th, 1986. This led Weingarten to Detective Tommy Lee, who had been 

holding onto the file for Karen Ermert’s case for decades. In Fairfax County, VA. in the 1980s, Karen was in a 

relationship with Mark Willey. According to Mark’s friend Rich Lieb, Mark was very possessive and jealous; he stalked 

Karen and committed acts of physical violence against her. In 1986, Karen broke up with Mark. On the evening of 

December 26th, an intoxicated Mark climbed a tree and entered Karen’s apartment in an attempt to reconcile; she refused. 

Mark retrieved a rifle from his car and killed her and then himself. Elsewhere in the county, Eva Baisey - a 20 year old 

nursing student at Fairfax Hospital - needed a heart transplant. At the time, it was illegal to perform the surgery at any 

Washington D.C. area hospital. Dr. Ed Lefrak, chief of cardiac surgery at Fairfax Hospital, recruited celebrated surgeon 

Dr. Christiaan Barnard to lobby the state health commissioner on Lefrak’s behalf. Barnard was successful - all that was 

left was to wait for a donor. On December 27th, 1986, a viable heart became available from Mark Willey, whose suicide 

had left him braindead, but his heart was still beating. The next day, Dr. Lefrak replaced Eva’s heart. Though her 

procedure was successful, Eva was told she would never be allowed to work in healthcare due to fears over her 

susceptibility to disease. However, as Eva’s life expectancy projection climbed, that restriction was removed and she was 

able to begin a career in nursing. Eva continues to have a celebratory anniversary call with her transplant team every 

December 28th. She finally learned the source of her heart when Gene Weingarten published his book in 2019; Eva 

expressed remorse and gratitude toward Mark’s family. Rich Lieb was happy that Karen Ermert’s death allowed Eva to 

live. On-screen text graphic: To sign up to be an organ donor visit the National Donate Life Registry at Registerme.org. 

Interviewed: Gene Weingarten, writer for The Washington Post; Detective Tommy Lee, Fairfax Police; Rich Lieb, friend 

of Karen Ermert; Dr. Ed Lefrak, chief of cardiac surgery, Fairfax Hospital; Mary Dellinger, surgical nurse; Deidre 

Carolan Doerflinger, Eva’s primary care nurse; Eva Baisey, heart transplant recipient; Mary Beth Maydosz, transplant 

coordinator; Antonio Baisey, Eva’s son. (C: Jim Axelrod – P: Liza Finley, Richard Fetzer) (OAD: 03/14/20) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/26/20 48 HOURS: “Lizzie Borden Took an Axe…” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a report detailing the 1892 murder accusations against 

Lizzie Borden and a mock trial with modern forensics experts, attorneys and jurors. The Borden family lived in Fall 

River, MA. Despite his wealth, Andrew Borden was known to be very frugal. He lived in a house that lacked indoor 

plumbing and gas lighting, with daughters Emma and Lizzie and second wife Abby. On August 4 th, 1892, Lizzie alerted 

her neighbor that her father had been killed. The neighbor noted that there was no blood on her. When police arrived, they 

found Andrew in the sitting room and Abby in an upstairs room – both had been hacked to death. Emma had been away 

visiting friends and was not at the house. Five days later, Lizzie was able to give her version of events during the police 

inquest. Police were able to construct a timeline for the murders and when looking for a motive, focused on how Lizzie 

and Emma begrudged their father for his frugality and for buying a house for his wife’s sister, rather than the two of them. 

Other than around the bodies, the only blood found in the house was a spot on one of Lizzie’s undergarments and the 

bloody rags in the basement. Lizzie explained both were the result of her menstruating, and the primitiveness of forensics 

at the time did not allow for further testing. Police were also suspicious that the day after her father’s funeral, Lizzie 

burned a dress in the stove and claimed it was ruined from paint. Initially lacking a murder weapon, police later found a 

hatchet head covered with ash in the basement; the handle appeared to have been freshly broken off. Witnesses claimed to 

have seen Lizzie’s failed attempt to buy prussic acid, a powerful poison. Lizzie was arrested for murder at the close of the 

inquest. On June 5th, 1893, Lizzie’s trial began in New Bedford, MA. Over the course of a week, the prosecution laid out 

their case with expert witnesses and medical testimony, but the judge did not allow them to mention Lizzie’s attempt to 

buy poison. The defense team spent two days attempting to raise reasonable doubt. After two hours of deliberation, the 

all-male jury returned with a not guilty verdict. Following her acquittal, Lizzie and Emma used their inheritance to buy a 

large house in the rich part of town. However, Lizzie was shunned from the church that had brought her solace and Emma 

too eventually left her. She lived as a recluse until her death on June 1st, 1927. Emma would pass away nine days later. 

Both were laid to rest near Andrew and Abby. Nevertheless, popular culture has cast Lizzie Borden as one of America’s 

most notorious killers. Los Angeles author Cara Robertson first became interested in Lizzie Borden when searching a 

subject for her college thesis; 30 years later, Simon & Schuster published her book, The Trial of Lizzie Borden. Using a 

jury recruiting firm and paid jurors, a modern Lizzie Borden trial is staged with Anna-Sigga Niccolazzi as prosecutor; 

Matthew Troiano for the defense; and Erin Rubas and Andrew Schweighardt as expert witnesses. Both attorneys would 

only be able to use evidence presented at the original trial. The eight jurors deliberated, with attorneys allowed to listen in. 

After one hour, a vote was taken: on the first count, the murder of Abby Borden, it was a hung jury with only one juror 

voting not guilty; on the second count, the murder of Andrew Borden, it was again a hung jury, with two not guilty votes. 

Interviewed: Cara Robertson, author; Anna-Sigga Niccolazzi, former prosecutor, Brooklyn district attorney; Matthew 

Troiano, defense attorney; Erin Rubas, crime scene investigator, former homicide detective; and Andrew Schweighardt, 

criminalist, New York City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Josh Gelman) (OAD: 03/28/20) 

 

 

* * * * * 


