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FACE THE NATION 
 
 
09/01/13 Guests: John Kerry, Secretary of State (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (2); Senator 

Tim Kaine (D-VA), Senate Armed Services Committee, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (3); Senator Saxby 
Chambliss (R-GA), Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (3); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (4) 

  Guest Moderator: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 
1) Topics include: President Obama’s decision to seek Congressional approval for a limited military campaign in Syria due 
to the Assad regime’s supposed use of chemical weapons / reaction of the Syrian opposition to the delay in American 
military action / President Obama’s intent to not have American boots on the ground in Syria 
2) Topics include: support for American military action in Syria / prior criticism of President Obama’s handling of the crisis 
/ reaction to President Obama’s decision to seek Congressional approval for military action in Syria / differences between 
Senator McCain’s plan for military action versus that of President Obama / Senator McCain’s upcoming meeting with 
Senator Lindsey Graham and President Obama regarding Syria / call to oust Syrian President Bashar al-Assad from power 
3) Topics include: President Obama’s decision to seek Congressional approval for a limited military campaign in Syria / 
need to educate the American public and explain the motives and the likely outcome of an engagement in Syria / opinion of 
Senator Chambliss that President Obama’s handling of the Syrian crisis has revealed certain weaknesses to both America’s 
allies and adversaries 
4) A report from Syria on the Syrian opposition’s reaction to President Obama’s intention to seek Congressional approval 
for a limited military reaction to the Assad regime 
 

 
09/08/13 Guests: Charlie Rose, co-host, CBS This Morning (1); Denis McDonough, White House Chief of Staff (2); Representative 

Mike Rogers (R-MI), Chairman, House Intelligence Committee (3); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (4); 
Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (4); Representative Justin Amash (R-MI) (5); Representative Elijah 
Cummings (D-MD) (5); Bill Kristol, The Weekly Standard (6); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post, author, “The Price 
of Politics” (6); Danielle Pletka, American Enterprise Institute (6); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (6); David Sanger, 
The New York Times (6) 

  1) a preview of Mr. Rose’s interview with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
2) Topics include: excerpts of Mr. Rose’s interview with President al-Assad / President Obama’s upcoming address to the 
American people regarding Syria / confidence that Congress will vote to hold the Assad regime accountable for its supposed 
use of chemical weapons 
3) Topics include: criticism of the Obama administration for its handling of the crisis in Syria / President Obama’s poor 
relationship with Congress / opinion that Congress should vote to hold the Assad regime accountable / lack of public 
support for any American military action in Syria 

  4) separate reports on (a) the current situation in Damascus; and (b) with the rebel forces inside Syria 
5) Topics include: overwhelming disapproval from constituents regarding any military action in Syria / the Obama 
administration’s handling of the crisis in Syria / potential impact on the international credibility of the United States should 
Congress vote against military action in Syria  
6) Topics include: upcoming vote seeking Congressional approval for a limited military campaign in Syria / President 
Obama’s poor relationship with Congress / reaction from members in Congress to President Obama’s proposal regarding 
Syria / potential impact on the international credibility of the United States should Congress vote against military action 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

SEPTEMBER 2013 
          Page 2 of 7 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
09/15/13 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent 

(2); Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations (3); Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State (4); John Miller, CBS News Senior 
Correspondent (5); David Gergen, Harvard University (6); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); Susan Page, USA 
Today (6); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (6) 

  1) reaction in Israel to the U.S. - Russian agreement on Syria’s chemical weapons 
  2) reaction in Syria to the U.S. - Russian agreement on Syria’s chemical weapons 

3) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria / Russia’s relationship with Syria / 
United States support for the Syrian rebels / role al Qaeda is playing with the Syrian opposition / Senator Levin’s opinion of 
President Obama’s handling of the crisis in Syria 
4) Topics include: opinion of Russian President Vladimir Putin and the joint agreement to remove chemical weapons from 
Syria / belief that President Obama needs to keep the use of force as a viable option / opinion of President Obama’s 
handling of the crisis in Syria / America’s long-term goal in Syria 
5) a preview of Mr. Miller’s upcoming 60 MINUTES interview with Mike Morell, retired deputy director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency 
6) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria / lack of public support for any 
American military action in Syria / President Obama’s handling of the crisis / keeping  the use of force as a viable option in 
Syria / potential impact that the handling of the Syrian crisis will have on other diplomatic endeavors, such as Iran / Russia’s 
relationship with Syria; other issues facing the Obama administration, such as the debt crisis, immigration reform, and the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare’) 
 

 
09/22/13 Guests: Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK), U.S. Senate 

Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (2); Representative 
Matt Salmon (R-AZ), House Committee on Foreign Affairs (3); Henry Kissinger, former Secretary of State (4); Nancy 
Gibbs, Managing Editor, TIME magazine (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (5); David Sanger, The New 
York Times (5); Bobby Ghosh, International Editor, TIME magazine (5) 
1) Topics include: budget passed by the House of Representatives that funds the government, but only if funding for the 
Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare’) is cut off / opposition to a government shutdown / importance of getting the financial 
house of the United States in order; gun control movement in light of the recent shootings at the Washington Navy Yard 
2) Topics include: budget passed by the House of Representatives that funds the government, but only if funding for 
‘Obamacare’ is cut off / opposition to the Affordable Care Act; gun control movement in light of the recent shootings at the 
Washington Navy Yard 
3) Topics include: reasons why Representative Salmon voted for the budget passed by the House of Representatives / goal 
of House Republicans not to shut down the government, but ‘Obamacare’; gun control movement in light of the recent 
shootings at the Washington Navy Yard 
4) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria / speculation as to why Russia is 
working with the United States on Syria; upcoming visit of Iran’s new President Hassan Rouhani to the United Nations / 
importance of Iran remaining nuclear-free; America’s place in the world 
5) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria; possibility of a meeting between 
Iranian President Rouhani and President Obama / President Rouhani’s declaration that Iran will remain free of nuclear 
weapons; upcoming New York magazine piece on Hillary Clinton; possibility of a government shut down; America’s place 
in the world 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
09/29/13 Guests: Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (1); Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL), Senate 

Committee on Foreign Relations (2); Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), House of Representatives Committee on 
the Budget (3); Representative Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), House of Representatives Committee on the Budget (3); Dr. 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, former National Security Advisor to President Jimmy Carter, Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (4); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5); Margaret 
Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (5); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (5); John Dickerson, CBS 
News Political Director (5) 
1) Topics include: most recent budget vote by the House of Representatives to postpone the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare’) for a year before they will agree to fund the government / impending government 
shutdown / reasons behind Republican opposition to the Affordable Care Act 
2) Topics include: impact of a government shutdown / Senate Republicans refusal to agree to a conference committee with 
Senate Democrats on the budget / Affordable Care Act / budget impasse 
3) Topics include: Affordable Care Act / criticism of the Obama administration by Representative Blackburn / opinion of 
Representative Van Hollen that Republicans only want to repeal ‘Obamacare’, not modify it / expected rejection by the 
Senate to the budget approved by the House of Representatives 
4) Topics include: new diplomacy between the United States and Iran / Iran’s new President Hassan Rouhani / Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s reaction to the new diplomacy between the U.S. and Iran / advice to President Obama regarding 
possible negotiations over the future of Iran’s nuclear program 
5) Topics include: new diplomacy between the United States and Iran / possible negotiations over the future of Iran’s 
nuclear program; recently passed U.N. resolution on Syria; possibility of a government shutdown / inability of House 
Speaker John Boehner to lead his Republican members / global perception of the current Congressional turmoil / economic 
impact of a government shutdown 

 
 
60 MINUTES 
 
 
09/01/13 “Costa Concordia” - a report on the progress and challenges of the planned maritime salvage operation to re-float and tow 

away the luxury liner Costa Concordia, which hit a huge rock and capsized off the Italian coast eleven months ago. Includes 
interviews with: senior salvage master Nick Sloane of Titan Salvage, an American company; project director Sergio Girotto 
of Micoperi, an Italian engineering firm; Duane “Monster” Morsner, diving team overseer. This rebroadcast includes a brief 
update at the conclusion of the segment. An attempt will be made to raise the ship later this month. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: 
Richard Bonin, Sabina Castelfranco) (OAD: 12/16/12) 
“Teacher to the World” - an interview with educator Sal Khan, who uses his website, “Khan Academy,” to reach over four 
million students across the world each month with his video lectures on various school subjects -- online tutorials which 
feature just his voice and the diagrams he draws.  Also includes comments by: Courtney Cadwell, teacher, Egan Junior High 
School, Los Altos, California: Laurine Forget, student, Egan Junior High School; Alex Hernandez, student, East Side Prep, 
East Palo Alto, California; Shantanu Sinha, Chief Operating Officer, Khan Academy; Eric Schmidt, chairman, Google. (C: 
Dr. Sanjay Gupta - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) (OAD: 03/11/12) 
“The Innovator” - an interview / profile of Jack Dorsey, creator of the popular social medium, Twitter. He discusses his 
separation and reunion with Twitter and introduces his latest innovation, Square, a company which taps into the mobile 
payment industry. (C: Lara Logan - P: Tom Anderson) (OAD: 03/17/13) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 
 
09/08/13 “March of the Machines” - a report on technological advances in automation, especially in robotics, that are both 

revolutionizing the workplace and eliminating more jobs than these advances create.  Includes interviews with: Erik 
Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee, professors, MIT; Bruce Welty, CEO, Quiet Logistics; Rodney Brooks, founder, iRobot; 
John Dulchinos, CEO, Adept Technology. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Harry A. Radliffe II, Maria Gavrilovic) (OAD: 01/13/13) 
“The 9/11 Museum” - a report on the progress and challenges of the National September 11 Memorial Museum, and a 
detailed look at what the public can expect to see about a year from now when the doors open at the site of the terrorist 
attack from that day, seven stories below ground where the World Trade Center once stood, now known as Ground Zero in 
New York City. Includes interviews with Alice Greenwald, museum director; Joe Daniels, museum president; museum 
board members Paula Grant Berry, Monica Iken, Anthoula Katsimatide and Tom Roger. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari 
Finkelstein) (OAD: 04/21/13) 
“Michael Jackson” - a report on singer Michael Jackson and how his estate is making more money after his death than he 
did while he was alive. Includes interviews with John Branca, an executor of Michael Jackson’s estate; Zack O’Malley 
Greenburg, editor at Forbes Magazine; Karen Langford, archivist for the Jackson estate and comments by Guy Laliberte, 
CEO of Cirque du Soleil. (C: Lara Logan - P: John Hamlin) (OAD: 05/19/13) 

 
 
09/15/13 “Syria” - in separate interviews, the presidents of Syria and the United States discuss the ongoing negotiations about 

removing and destroying Syria’s chemical weapons in the aftermath of the August 21st chemical weapons attack in the 
Syrian civil war. In his only American interview, President Bashar al-Assad spoke to Charlie Rose in Damascus on Sunday, 
September 8, during which he both denied responsibility for the attack, as well as the existence of chemical weapons in 
Syria, but seemed open to a diplomatic solution. A day later, as the situation was beginning to change, and Russia was 
leading negotiations, President Obama spoke to Scott Pelley at the White House.  (C: Scott Pelley, Charlie Rose – P: Paul 
Needham, Nicole Young) 
“The Briefer” – an interview with Mike Morell, the recently retired deputy director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA), who was responsible for briefing President Obama on the situation in Syria, as well as other complex security issues. 
In his first television interview, Morell discusses what needs to be done to prevent Syria from becoming a safe haven for 
terrorist groups, such as al Qaeda; and why the war in Syria should matter to Americans. (C: John Miller - P: Ira Rosen, 
Gabrielle Schonder) 
“Rocky Mountain High” - a report on Colorado’s state-legalized cultivation and sale of medical marijuana, a thriving 
industry -- and an activity still illegal under federal law.  Includes interviews with: Matt Cook, former Colorado narcotics 
officer, now a consultant to the medical marijuana industry; Ean Seeb, owner of Denver Relief, a medical marijuana 
dispensary; Kristi Kelly, investor in a dispensary; Tripp Keber, CEO of Dixie Elixirs, which makes cannabis-laced edibles; 
Sam Kamin, law professor, University of Denver; Stan Garnett, Boulder County district attorney; James Cole, U.S. Deputy 
Attorney General.(C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine) (OAD: 10/21/12) 

 
 
09/22/13  PREEMPTION 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 
 
 
09/29/13  46TH SEASON PREMIERE 

“The Secretary of State” – in a wide-ranging interview conducted during this week’s annual United Nations General 
Assembly, Secretary of State John Kerry discusses a deal negotiated with the help of the Russians, which prevented a 
potential U.S. air strike, for the surrender of Syria’s chemical weapons. Additionally, Iran’s new President Hassan Rouhani 
said last week he would open his nuclear program to U.N. inspection, if the U.N. will lift crippling economic sanctions, 
leading for the first time since the 1979 Iran-Hostage Crisis, to high level negotiations between and the United States. (C: 
Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) 
“Imminent Danger” – an examination of America’s mental health system, which many experts believe is failing those with 
severe mental illnesses. In the last seven years, the shooters in about half of the twenty-three mass shooting incidents in the 
U.S. --  Virginia Tech, Aurora, Colorado, and the recent Washington Navy Yard shooting --  have turned out to be severely 
mentally ill -- not in control of their faculties and not receiving treatment -- and the majority suffered from schizophrenia.   
Includes interviews with: Dr. E. Fuller Torrey, psychiatrist; Dr. Jeffrey Lieberman, Pres. of American Psychiatric 
Association; Mike Robertson, schizophrenic and his mother, Linda Doran; Sandra Luckow, documentary filmmaker; Tom 
Dart, Cook County Sheriff, Chicago; Elli Montgomery, social worker at Cook County Jail. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Coleman 
Cowan, Graham Messick) 
“Killing Jesus” – an interview with Fox News Channel host of “The O’Reilly Factor”, and best-selling author Bill 
O’Reilly. His first two books, “Killing Lincoln” and “Killing Kennedy”, co-authored with Martin Dugard have sold over 
five million copies. His third book, “Killing Jesus” -- also a collaboration with Dugard -- while not a religious book, might 
prove to be his most controversial title yet. Includes an excerpt from “O’Reilly”(C: Mike Wallace - P: John Hamlin; OAD: 
09/26/04) (C: Norah O’Donnell – P: Robert G. Anderson) 

 
 
48 HOURS 
 
 
09/07/13 48 HOURS: “The Usual Suspect” (9:00-10:00p) - a report about the death of Tina Caronna, a Memphis, Tennessee 

woman with a doting husband and a garage full of cars who disappeared in 2008 and after two days, was found dead in the 
back seat of her Chevrolet Avalanche. The initial suspicion was carjacking; the only thing certain was homicide. Tina and 
her husband Joe led a charmed life: both with successful finance careers and a lifestyle that included cars, cruises and 
casinos. Joe accompanied Tina everywhere; but that meant less time for Tina with her mother and the two became 
estranged. Law enforcement officials thought the crime scene had been staged; Jerry Hathaway, Joe’s friend and alibi, began 
to suspect that too. His suspicions were raised when he learned that the Avalanche was found on a dead-end street not far 
from where the couple’s automobile storage unit was located and he also noticed one too many cars parked at the Caronna’s 
house. As the investigation continued, financial fraud and a secret affair on Joe’s part were discovered. Investigators asked 
Joe’s mistress, Becky Black, to wear a wire when meeting with Joe, but doubted that the affair was the motive for the crime. 
They learned about a home the Caronna’s were planning to buy. Prosecutors believed that Caronna did not want Tina or the 
bank looking into his finances: his business was a house of cards and he was scamming people, including Tina and his 
closest friends. Joe disappeared, eventually surrendered and was charged with first-degree murder. Four years later, the trial 
commenced: Joe Caronna was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison. On-screen text graphic: This week, Joe Caronna 
pleaded guilty to four of the 57 federal charges of fraud, embezzlement and money laundering. Caronna could face an 
additional 50 years for the federal charges added to his murder conviction. On-screen text graphic for the 09/07/13 
rebroadcast: In late February, Joe Caronna pleaded guilty to four of the fifty-seven federal charges against him... 
embezzlement, money-laundering and two counts of fraud. That added seven years to his life sentence for murder. 
Interviewed: Shelby County prosecutor Tom Henderson; prosecution team members Karen Cook and Danielle McCollum; 
Tina Caronna’s son Todd Gray and her mother Clara Murphy; friends of the couple: Cathy and Matt Struna, Gary and Pat 
Hathaway; Joe’s mistress Becky Black; Joe’s friend Patricia Turner; jury members Jeanna, Ron and Amy (no last names 
available). (C: Maureen Maher - P: Sara Ely Hulse, Ruth Chenetz, Charlotte A. Fuller) (OAD: 03/02/13) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 
 
09/07/13 48 HOURS: “Death Wish” (10:00-11:00p) - a report on questions surrounding the July 2009 death of Jeffrey Locker, 

whose body was found slumped over the steering wheel of his car in Harlem, New York. Initially, it appeared that Locker 
had simply been in the wrong place at the wrong time; however, when authorities tracked Locker’s ATM card to Kenneth 
Minor and questioned him, Minor said Locker had begged Minor to kill him. 48 HOURS MYSTERY interviewed Minor in 
depth and he described how Locker was circling around a block in Harlem and approached Minor about how to find a gun. 
Then, Locker told Minor that he wanted him to shoot him. Minor asked for $60, went to buy drugs, and later called Locker 
and told him he couldn’t find a gun. Minor questioned Locker as to why he needed Minor to kill him and Locker explained 
that he wanted his family to collect millions from his life insurance policies and if he committed suicide, there was no 
payment on the policy. Furthermore he told Minor how he was caught in a Ponzi scheme and had several lawsuits against 
him. Minor was promised money from Locker if he helped to kill him, and Locker gave him his ATM card and PIN. As they 
sat in Locker’s car, Minor was asked to get a knife out of the glove compartment, and Locker asked him to hold it at the 
steering wheel, and Locker lunged at the knife numerous times, killing himself. To help prove Minor’s story, his defense 
lawyer found another man, Melvin Fleming, who said Locker had approached him days prior, with the same request. 
Instead, Fleming decided to con Locker and did not help him. During Minor’s trial, the defense argued that this was a case 
of assisted suicide. Evidence revealed during the trial highlighted Locker’s severe financial troubles, pending lawsuits, and 
most notably, a multimillion-dollar life insurance policy that Locker had purchased months before his death. The 
prosecution challenged the assisted suicide claim and argued that Minor was simply a cold-blooded killer. After hours of 
deliberation, Minor was found guilty of murder and sentenced to 20 years to life. On-Screen text graphics: Locker’s widow 
is suing to get $4 million worth of life insurance from a policy he bought a month-and-a-half before his death. As for the 
other $8 million in policies, the insurance companies refuse to say whether they paid the family. On-screen text graphic 
for the 09/07/13 rebroadcast:  Jeffrey Locker’s widow lost her suit to get the four million in life insurance he bought a 
month and a half before his death. As for the other eight million in policies, the insurance companies refuse to say whether 
they paid the family.  Kenneth Minor is appealing his conviction. Interviewed: Robert Stewart, NYPD detective; Laura 
Italiano, New York Post reporter; Steve D’Annunzio, Locker’s friend; Robert Miller, insurance executive; Al Brodbeck, 
who hired Locker as a business coach; Kevin Flynn and Jeff Hershman, detectives; Kenneth Minor, murder suspect; Dan 
Gotlin, Minor’s defense lawyer; Melvin Fleming, Harlem resident; Murray Weiss, police reporter and CBS News 
Consultant; Peter Casolaro, prosecutor; Michael Barry, investigator; Cyril Wecht, forensic scientist; Kirt Markle, jury 
member. (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Patti Aronofsky, Elena DiFiore) (OAD: 04/28/12) 

 
09/14/13 48 HOURS: “Cold as Ice” - a report on a 55-year-old cold case, in which a childhood memory of a friend’s murder was 

the key to solving the case of the death of 7-year-old Maria Ridulph, from Sycamore, Illinois. In 1957, while playing in the 
snow with Maria Ridulph, eight-year-old Kathy Chapman went home for mittens. When she returned, Maria was nowhere to 
be found. Both girls had been talking to a man who called himself “Johnny”; a frantic search failed to locate Maria. The FBI 
took over the case but when her body was found five months later, the Illinois State Police took over the case, but it went 
cold.  Almost fifty years later, Jeanne Tessier’s mother, a Sycamore neighbor, made a shocking deathbed confession: her 
son, John Tessier, was Maria’s killer and she urged her daughter to contact the authorities. Jeanne Tessier contacted the FBI 
and the Sycamore Police. Her brother appeared to have had an alibi and had passed a polygraph test. Both agencies chose 
not to investigate. Ten years later, Jeanne contacted the Illinois State Police. During the course of the investigation, long 
buried sexual secrets of the Tessier family came to light. Maria’s playmate, now a 61-year-old grandmother, identified a 
photo of John Tessier as “Johnny”, who is now a 72-year-old former policeman from Seattle, Washington, and now known 
as Jack McCullough. He was arrested and charged with murder. There was little or no physical evidence in the crime; 
prosecutors chose to charge McCullough with a different crime: the rape of his sister, fifty-five years ago. They felt they had 
a better chance of conviction. But the prosecutor had promised Jeanne Tessier that he would never pursue a rape trial 
without her consent. With no physical evidence to back up her story, Jeanne Tessier felt betrayed by prosecutor Clay 
Campbell and feared her word would not be enough for a conviction. McCullough was found not guilty. Five months later, 
the murder trial commenced. Jack McCullough felt confident he would be acquitted in this mostly circumstantial case too. 
When both sides rested, the judge delivered his decision: guilty. McCullough was sentenced to life in prison. On-screen 
text graphic: Clay Campbell won the case, but in November 2012, he lost his bid for re-election.  Interviewed: Maria 
Ridulph’s childhood friend Kathy Chapman; Maria Ridulph’s brother Chuck Ridulph; Patrick Solar, retired Sycamore 
Police Lieutenant; the sisters of suspect John Tessier/Ray McCullough: Jeanne Tessier and Jan Tessier; Special Agent Brion 
Hanley; suspect Jack McCullough (a.k.a. John Tessier); Prosecutor Clay Campbell; Seattle cold-case detectives Mike 
Ciesynski and Cloyd Steiger; McCullough’s step-daughter Janey O’Connor; Tacoma bartender/former 14-year-old runaway 
Michelle Weinman; defense investigator Crystal Harrole. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Greg Fisher, Judy Rybak, Peter Henderson) 
(OAD: 03/09/13) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 
 
09/21/13 48 HOURS: “Honor and Dishonor” - a report on Sgt. Brent Burke, who was court-martialled for the 2007 murders of 

Tracy Burke, his estranged wife and his former mother-in-law, Karen Comer.  Four civilian trials, with no physical 
evidence, had already led to three mistrials and a hung jury; but the military decided to move forward with action under the 
uniform code of military justice. Tracy Burke and Karen Comer were discovered shot to death in Comer’s Rineyville, 
Kentucky home.  When it was discovered that Tracy was in the process of going through a divorce, Sgt. Brent Burke was 
taken into custody and booked for murder. There was little physical evidence and no murder weapon, but during an 
interview, Eion Burke, a young child of four, said that Sgt. Burke was the killer. When charges were dropped and he was 
released from jail, Kentucky State Police spoke to the Army and they came to the same conclusion: a case for murder, this 
time to be tried by the Army’s Judge Advocate Generals Corps (JAG) because Burke on active duty at Fort Campbell when 
the crimes were committed. He would face a court martial trial which is very different from a civilian court trial -- there is 
always a verdict and never a hung jury.  The trial commenced and the JAG prosecution team was able to present physical 
evidence -- a tiny piece of glass taken off of Burke’s coat, which was similar to the shattered glass door at the crime scene.  
The panel decided that Sgt. Burke was guilty and that he would serve a life sentence without parole. He would also be 
dishonorably discharged and stripped of his rank. Onscreen text graphic for the original and 09/21/13 rebroadcast:  
Tracy Burke’s children visit each other regularly. According to military law, Brent Burke will get an automatic appeal. 
Interviewed: JAG prosecution team members: Lt. Colonel Matthew Calarco, Major Sondra Smith, Captain Janae Lepir; U.S. 
Army Defense Attorney Nathan Brown; JAG attorney Major Rebecca Kliem; Kentucky State Police Detective Larry 
Walker; Kentucky State Police Investigator Mark Gillingham; Tracy Burke’s father and step-mother David and Gractia 
Wilburn; Tracy Burke’s sister-in-law Hillary Wilburn; defense attorneys Chris Davenport and David Broderick; Brent 
Burke’s parents Stan and Irene Burke; Master Sergeant Michelle Kerstetter, Karen Comer’s daughter.  (C: Richard 
Schlesinger - P: Marcelena Spencer; Updated producers for the 09/21/13 rebroadcast: Marcelena Spencer, Michelle Feuer) 
(OAD: 02/16/13) 

 
09/28/13 48 HOURS: “The Sweetheart Murders” - a followup to “The Sweetheart Murders” (OAD: 01/27/07), the story of 

sweethearts Sabrina Gonsalves and John Riggins, who in 1980, were brutally murdered in Davis, California. Initially, police 
suspected Gerald Gallego, but he was in jail at the time of the murders. In 1989, police arrested Gallego’s half-brother 
David Hunt, David’s wife Sue-Ellen, Richard Thompson, and Doug Lainer -- calling them The Hunt Group -- and charged 
them with a copycat murder, designed to call into question Gallego’s guilt in other crimes. DNA proved their innocence and 
the charges were dropped, however questions remained. In 2002, using advanced DNA technology -- not available at the 
time of the murders -- police matched samples stored in a FBI database to Richard Hirschfield, a convicted rapist, who was 
released from prison in 1980. Police interviewed Hirschfield’s brother, Joe, who committed suicide the day after the 
interview. Based on information in his suicide note, police assumed that Joe helped his brother. Richard Hirschfield was 
charged in the case. In 2012, 10 years after the DNA hit, and almost 32 years after the murders, the capital murder trial 
began. Time had taken its toll: 63-years-old and confined to wheelchair, Hirschfield was no longer the menacing figure he 
once was. David Hunt, suffering from cancer, hopes to live to hear his name cleared, and the Gonsalves and Riggins 
families hope to put an end to their suffering.  The jury deliberated and Hirschfeld was found guilty and sentenced to death. 
On-screen text graphic: Richard Hirschfield is appealing his conviction. David Hunt did not live to see his name cleared. 
He died during the trial. Interviewed: Detective Carol Daly and Investigator Ron Garverick, both from the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Department; family members Andrea Gonsalves-Rosenstein (sister); Dr. Richard Riggins and his wife, 
Kate Riggins (parents); Hunt Group suspects David Hunt and Doug Lanier; prosecutor Dawn Bladet; lead defense attorney 
Linda Parisi. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Clare Friedland) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
 
 


