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FACE THE NATION 

 

12/03/17 Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader (1); senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate 

Judiciary Committee (2); Senator Angus King (I-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Mick Mulvaney, White 

House Budget Director, Trump administration (4); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review (5); Ron Brownstein, The 

Atlantic, CNN Senior Political Analyst (5); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (5); Julie Pace, Associated Press (AP) (5) 

1) Topics include: details of the tax bill passed by the Senate / impact on middle class and lower income tax payers / 

reaction to complaints from Democrats about “the process” / inclusion of the repeal of the Affordable Care Act 

(“Obamacare”) mandate in the Senate bill / criticism of Democrats for their “different view of what America ought to 

look like”; Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / Senate Ethics Committee 

2) Topics include: Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / possible Senate Ethics Committee 

investigation; President Trump’s tweet this morning, claiming that the FBI’s reputation is in tatters / the Logan Act / 

question of obstruction involving President Trump’s firing of James Comey as FBI Director / Russian interference in 

the presidential election / reactions to the Russian meddling from the outgoing Obama administration and the 

incoming Trump administration / thoughts on collusion; Trump administration’s policy towards North Korea / 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s job security 

3) Topics include: Senator King’s criticism for the way this tax bill was handled by the Republican majority / details 

of the 477 page bill / long-term impact of the tax bill; possible government shutdown; plea deal made by former 

National Security Advisor Michael Flynn with Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation / focus of the Senate 

Intelligence Committee’s investigation; possible pre-emptive strike against North Korea 

4) Topics include: corporate tax rate / impact of the new tax plan on ordinary Americans, small businesses, and 

middle class families / carried interest loophole; Senate rules for passing a bill; possible government shutdown 

5) Topics include: political risks associated with this tax bill / impact of removing the individual mandate / 

Republican priorities / Trump administration’s continuing sabotage of the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) / 

economic and cultural impact of the tax bill; former National Security Advisor Michael Flynn / Special Counsel 

Robert Mueller’s investigation 

 

12/10/17 Guests: Seth Doane, CBS News Correspondent (1); Nikki Haley, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (2); 

Senator Susan Collins (R-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL), Democratic 

Whip (4); Kori Schake, Hoover Institution, author, “Safe Passage: The Transition from British to American 

Hegemony” (5); Michael O’Hanlon, Brookings Institution (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News White House 

Correspondent (6); Molly Ball Time magazine (6); Lanhee Chenn, Hoover Institution (6); Ed O’Keefe, The 

Washington Post (6) 

1) a report on the reaction to President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 

2) Topics include: President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the decision to move the 

embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem / reaction to the criticism surrounding the President’s decision; threat posed by 

North Korea; praise for the women who have come forward to tell their stories of sexual assault and harassment / 

women who have accused President Trump 

3) Topics include: RNC’s resumed support of Alabama Republican Senate candidate Roy Moore / Senator Collins’ 

criticism of Mr. Moore / bipartisan group of Senators who are trying to review current Capitol Hill procedures for 

dealing with allegations of sexual misconduct / question of Senate procedures should Mr. Moore be elected; Senator 

Collins’ concerns about the tax cut bill / details of agreements secured by Senator Collins in order to gain her support 

for the tax bill 

4) Topics include: possible Senate scrutiny should Roy Moore be elected; Senator Al Franken’s announced 

resignation from the Senate due to allegations of sexual misconduct / reaction to political critique of the Democratic 

Party’s pressure on Mr. Franken to resign; Senate tax bill / resolving the DACA and Dreamer issue / possible 

government shutdown; Senator Durbin’s confidence in Special Counsel Robert Mueller, in light of questions being 

raised over some of the people working for him 

5) Topics include: analysis of President Trump’s decision on Jerusalem; situation with North Korea / parallels to 

2003 and the Bush administration’s lead up to the Iraq war / potential impact of a war with North Korea; defense 

budget 

6) Topics include: analysis of President Trump’s decision on Jerusalem; Alabama Senate race / RNC’s decision to 

resume supporting Roy Moore / divisions within the Republican Party / role of Steve Bannon in politics / Mitt 

Romney’s role in the Republican Party; Al Franken’s resignation from the Senate; tax cut bill 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/17/17 Guests: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, Trump administration (1); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (2); Senator 

James Lankford (R-OK), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Richard Rubin, The Wall Street Journal (4); Ben 

Domenech, The Federalist (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Amy Walter, Cook Political Report (5); Jamelle 

Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (5) 

1) Topics include: Republican tax plan / impact of the tax plan on the corporate tax rate, the middle class, and 

working families / Secretary Mnuchin’s prediction that wages will go up / Republican response to criticism of the tax 

plan / large number of lobbyists working on tax-related issues / carried interest loophole 

2) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ criticism of the Republican tax bill / negative impact of the tax bill on the 

middle class and working families / permanent tax breaks for corporations; “job” of Democrats to pay attention to 

the needs of working families / possibility of raising the corporate tax rate should Democrats take control of the 

Senate; what the Republican pledge of entitlement reform really means / what Democrat leaders should fight for 

3) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Lankford’s support for the Republican tax cut bill, even though 

independent analysis shows that it will add a trillion or more dollars to the debt; belief that Russia “engaged” in the 

past election / his work on a bipartisan bill to deal with election security / discovery that an investigator on Special 

Counsel Robert Mueller’s team expressed strong opinions against then-candidate Donald Trump 

4) Topics include: “winners and losers” of the Republican tax bill / evolution of the Republican tax bill / Florida 

Republican Senator Marco Rubio’s fight for the child tax credit / reasons behind Tennessee Republican Senator Bob 

Corker’s decision to support the bill / role of lobbyists 

5) Topics include: Republican tax bill / possible political benefits of this tax bill for Democrats and Republicans / 

2018 midterm elections / Democrats Doug Jones’ win in Alabama over Republican Roy Moore 

 

12/24/17 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News White House Correspondent, CBS News Senior Foreign Affairs 

Correspondent (1); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (1); Ed O’Keefe, CBS News 

Contributor, The Washington Post (1); David Martin, CBS News National Security Correspondent (1); Jeff Pegues, 

CBS News Justice & Homeland Security Correspondent (1); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (2); Karen Tumulty, 

The Washington Post (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (2); Daniel Pink, author, “When: The 

Scientific Secrets of Perfect Timing” (3) 

1) Annual CBS News Correspondent roundtable – topics include: Ms. Brennan’s interview with Vice President Mike 

Pence, conducted during last week’s surprise trip to Afghanistan / how President Trump’s decision on Jerusalem 

necessitated that part of Mr. Pence’s trip to the region be cancelled; assessment of the political year in Washington, 

DC; ISIS (ISIL/Daesh); investigations into Russia’s meddling in the election and questions of possible Trump 

campaign collusion with Russia; management changes at the Trump White House / Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 

and his position on Ukraine / North Korea; state of homeland security and the risk of domestic terrorism; House 

Speaker Paul Ryan and Senator Mitch McConnell’s relationship with President Trump; underreported stories of 

2017 / predictions for 2018 

2) Topics include: current political landscape at the end of 2017 for next year’s midterm elections / President 

Trump’s historically low approval rating / situation for Democrats and Republicans in both the Senate and the House 

of Representatives / possibility of Democrats gaining control of either the House of Representatives or the Senate / 

enthusiasm factor for Democrats / inter-party Republican fighting / question of whether or not candidates will 

embrace President Trump’s desire to campaign for them / policy issues, such as entitlement reform, that could play a 

negative factor in an election year 

3) a discussion with Mr. Pink on his new book, out in January 2018, on the scientific secrets of perfect timing 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

12/31/17 Guests: Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (1); Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI) (2); Representative Joe 

Crowley (D-NY) (2); Representative Will Hurd (R-TX) (2); Representative Mark Meadows (R-NC) (2); David 

Nakamura, The Washington Post (3); Julie Pace, Associated Press (AP) (3); Rachael Bade, Politico (3); Ed O’Keefe, 

The Washington Post (3); J.D. Vance, author, “Hillbilly Elegy” (4) 

Guest Moderator: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 

1) Topics include: demonstrations in Iran / advice for President Trump on how he should react to the situation in 

Iran; North Korea; evolution of Senator Graham’s relationship with the President; health care; update on Arizona 

Senator John McCain’s health; Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA); Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s 

investigation into Russia’s interference in the election / the Senator’s request for a special counsel to look into the 

dossier matter 

2) Topics include: panel members’ opinions on the most important agenda items for Congress in 2018 / Republican 

and Democratic views on putting together a budget; thoughts on the recently passed Republican tax cut bill; DACA / 

border security 

3) Topics include: President Trump’s reaction to Special Counsel Robert Mueller and the Russia investigation / 

attacks from the Republican Party and the President’s allies, attempting to discredit the investigation and the FBI / 

divisions within the Republican Party; DACA / border wall; 2018 Congressional agenda; sense of Donald Trump’s 

political clout as he enters 2018 / possible “revamping” of the White House’s political operation 

4) an interview with Mr. Vance, author of “Hillbilly Elegy”, on his book, President Trump’s relationship with rural 

America, and the need to create more entrepreneurship and investment in traditionally overlooked regions 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

12/03/17 “Fifty Years of 60 MINUTES” – a celebration of 50 years of 60 MINUTES reliving the big moments, famous 

people and intriguing places. The hour-long commemorative broadcast features insights from Executive Producer 

Jeff Fager, 60 MINUTES correspondents, and behind-the-scenes archival footage. (Producers: David Browning, 

Warren Lustig, Michelle St. John) 

 

12/10/17 “Governor Brown” - a profile of Jerry Brown, California's 34th and 39th Democratic governor who will retire this 

year. The former Jesuit Seminarian and three time presidential hopeful talks about his dedication to fighting climate 

change; President Trump; and economic growth and success of his state. Includes interviews with: Anne Gust, wife 

of Jerry Brown. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman, Ali Rawaf) 

 “The Challenger” - a profile / interview with Alexey Navalny, the Russian anti-corruption activist who will 

challenge Vladimir Putin in the next presidential race. A former lawyer, Navalny has been banned from the Kremlin-

controlled Russian TV and has faced arrest, false legal allegations, and threats of violence as his popularity grows. 

(C: Lesley Stahl – P: E. Alexandra Poolos) 

 “Donald Sutherland” - an interview with Donald Sutherland, the 82-year-old actor who has yet to be nominated for 

an Academy Award. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Michael H. Gavshon, David M. Levine) 

 60 MINUTES Moment: 1986 - “Oprah” (OAD: 12/14/86) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/17/17 “Too Big To Prosecute” – A joint investigation with The Washington Post into the DEA’s case against the 

country’s largest drug distributor, McKesson, that fueled the opioid epidemic. McKesson failed to monitor 

suspicious orders and knowingly supplied doctors and pharmacies that were fronts for drug rings, ultimately fueling 

drug abuse in America. Intimidated by the corporation, the DEA’s own attorneys did not want to pursue the case.  

McKesson was finally fined and is now subject to independent monitoring, a sentencing deemed lenient by many. 

Includes interviews with: David Schiller, former DEA assistant special agent; Helen Kaupang, former DEA agent; 

Joe Rannazzisi, former DEA agent turned whistleblower; Maggie Hassan (Senator, D-NH). (See also: "The 

Whistleblower", OAD: 10/15/17)  (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Ira Rosen, Sam Hornblower) 

 “An American Terrorist” - a profile / interview with Christian Picciolini, a former white supremacist now helping 

others reform their racist ways. Includes Interviews with: Johnny Holmes, security guard at Picciolini’s high school; 

Oren Segal, director of Center on Extremism, Anti-Defamation League; Dean Chabot, former white supremacist 

counselled by Picciolini. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Michael Radutzky) 

 “Airlift” - a report on the practice of airlifting black rhinos — transporting them by helicopter from place to place — 

to repopulate their species. Includes interviews with: Jacques Flammand, veterinarian and founder of Black Rhino 

Range Expansion Project; Dave Cooper, veterinarian, KwaZulu Natal Parks; Tosh Ross, helicopter pilot; Vusi 

Ntshangase, member of Flammand's airlift team. (C: Lara Logan – P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Morehouse) 

60 MINUTES Moment: 1981 – “The First Lady” (OAD: 12/20/81) 

 

12/24/17 “Delivered From Evil” – a report on the two clergymen—Father Columba and Father Najeeb Michaael—who are 

saving historic sacred and secular texts from the destruction of ISIS in war torn Iraq. Includes interviews with: Father 

Columba, Benedictine Monk and library director at St. John’s Abbey and University; Father Najeeb Michaael, 

Dominican Friar from Iraq. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Richard Bonin, Ayesha Siddiqi) 

 “Japan’s Babe Ruth” - an interview / profile of Shohei Ohtani, the best baseball player in Japan, who, at age 22, is 

both an all-star quality pitcher and hitter. Also includes comments by: Hideki Kuriyama, manager, Hokkaido Nippon 

Ham Fighters; John Gibson, reporter on Japanese baseball; Brandon Laird and Luis Mendoza, teammates of Ohtani; 

and Dave DeFreitas, independent baseball scout. (C: Jon Wertheim - P: Nathalie Sommer) (OAD: 04/09/17) 

“Whisky Island” – a report on the small island of Islay, in the Hebrides Islands off the coast of Scotland, where 

eight small distilleries produce some of the world's premium single-malt scotch whiskies. Includes interviews with: 

Jim McEwan, master distiller at Bruichladdich distillery; John Campbell, master distiller at Laphroaig distillery; and 

Ailsa Hayes, chemist at Laphroaig.  (C: Bob Simon, Steve Kroft - P: Harry A. Radliffe II, Vanessa Fica, Terry 

Manning) (OAD: 05/03/15) 

60 MINUTES Moment: 2007 – Andy Rooney’s “A Look At Christmases Past” (OAD: 12/24/00; Rebroadcast: 

12/23/07) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

12/31/17 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Making A Difference” 

 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Making A Difference” 

 “Make-A-Wish” – a report on a local chapter of the “Make-A-Wish” Foundation, a non-profit organization 

established to grant wishes to children around the world who are living with life-threatening illnesses. The volunteers 

at the local chapter in northeast Arkansas collect as many donations as possible one day a year to fund the wishes. 

Kaden Erickson was battling leukemia and had his wish of visiting Australia with his family granted, but died a 

month ago. Gavin Grubbs suffers from debilitating muscular dystrophy and had his wish granted five years ago to 

attend the Daytona 500 and meet race car driver Joey Logano, and the two are still close. Includes interviews with: 

Christie Matthews and Danna Johnson, “Make-A-Wish” volunteers; Kendra Street, “Make-A-Wish” volunteer, 

former recipient, and a teacher at Marmaduke Elementary School; Kaden Erickson (now deceased) and Gavin 

Grubbs, “Make-A-Wish” recipients from Arkansas chapter; Joey Logano, NASCAR driver; and Jeanne Erickson, 

Kaden’s mother. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Robert G. Anderson, Magalie Laguerre-Wilkinson, Aaron Weisz) (OAD: 

10/18/15; 1st rebroadcast: 01/24/16 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Making A Difference”; 2nd rebroadcast: 

03/27/16; 3rd rebroadcast: 07/24/16) 

 “The Health Wagon” – a report on nurse practitioners who are providing healthcare to the uninsured working poor 

in Appalachia, specifically six counties in southwestern Virginia. These patients are unable to pay for the Affordable 

Care Act (Obamacare), but are overqualified for Medicaid. The Health Wagon, which runs mostly on federal grants 

and corporate and private donations, is their only viable option. Includes interviews with nurse practitioners aboard 

the Health Wagon: Teresa Gardner and Paula Meade; Dr. Joe Smiddy, a lung specialist and the Health Wagon’s 

volunteer medical director; and patients Glenda Moore (who died 3 months after the interview), Sissy Cantrell, 

Brittany Phipps and Walter Laney. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster, Rachael Kun Morehouse) (OAD: 04/06/14; 

1st rebroadcast: 08/17/14 - includes an update; 2nd rebroadcast: 01/24/16 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Making A 

Difference” - includes an update; 3rd rebroadcast: 03/27/16) 

 “Chess Country” - a report about the positive impact of a chess program introduced to school children in rural 

Franklin County, Mississippi. Includes an interview with Dr. Jeff Bulington, chess teacher; and comments by 

students Braden Ferrell, Donovan Moore, Benson Schexnaydre, Parker Wilkinson, Rebekah Griffin, Austen 

Johnson; and comments by Bobby Poole, a part-time preacher and full-time assistant chess coach; and parents Mitch 

Ham and Jennifer Rutland. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi - P: Draggan Mihailovich, Laura Dodd) (OAD: 03/26/17; 1st 

rebroadcast: 06/18/17) 
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48 HOURS 

 

12/02/17 48 HOURS: “The Psychiatrist and the Selfie” – an updated rebroadcast on the case against Jacob Nolan, who 

claims his cousin and psychiatrist, Dr. Pamela Buchbinder, brainwashed him into attempting to kill her former lover, 

fellow psychiatrist Dr. Michael Weiss, during the time the unmarried couple was going through a custody battle for 

their son. On November 12, 2012, Nolan attacked Dr. Weiss in his office with a sledgehammer and a knife. Weiss 

fought back. After the struggle, while covered in blood, Nolan snapped a selfie. He was arrested and charged with 

attempted murder. At the time of the attack, Nolan was living with Buchbinder, who was also treating him for 

depression, anxiety, and bipolar disorder. Dr. Buchbinder was also going through a nasty custody battle with Dr. 

Weiss. Today, Jacob Nolan says that Dr. Buchbinder manipulated and brainwashed him to hate Dr. Weiss and that 

hatred turned into their plan to kill Dr. Weiss. After the attack, Nolan was in a manic state and taken to the ER. Dr. 

Buchbinder went to the hospital, but was not allowed to see him. Although there is evidence of Dr. Buchbinder 

purchasing the sledgehammer, she has not been charged with any crime. Nolan was freed on bail and went to live 

with his parents in Miami. Dr. Weiss was granted custody of his son. Today Nolan seems rational and insists he was 

not in control of himself at the time of the incident, and even tried to commit suicide in 2015. In March 2016, the 

trial began. The prosecution insisted Nolan could have rationalized his thoughts and backed out at any time. The 

defense argued diminished capacity: Dr. Buchbinder had replaced Nolan’s free will with a cult-like mentality. The 

verdict: guilty. Nolan was sentenced to nine and a half years in prison. He says he is genuinely remorseful for what 

happened and still says Dr. Buchbinder needs to take responsibility too. Dr. Weiss is raising his son alone, and his 

attorney says he still lives in fear. 12/02/17 UPDATE: Five years after the attack on Michael Weiss, the law caught 

up with Dr. Pamela Buchbinder. She was arrested and charged with second-degree attempted murder and first-degree 

attempted assault. The Manhattan D.A. says she was the mastermind behind the plot. She has hired two top New 

York defense attorneys. After the judge heard arguments, he refused to grant bail. A trial date is expected in early 

2018. The star witness: Jake Nolan. Original On-screen text graphic: The New York City Police Department says the 

investigation into the attack on Doctor Michael Weiss is “ongoing”. But a spokesperson would not say whether 

Doctor Pamela Bookbinder is a suspect. On-screen text graphic for the 12/02/17 updated rebroadcast: Pamela 

Buchbinder’s attorneys are still trying to get her out on bail from Riker’s Island. Interviewed: Jacob Nolan; Debbie 

and Jim Nolan (parents); Charlie Haines (former police officer); Dr. Sasha Barded (psychiatrist); Rebecca Rosenberg 

(reporter, NY Post); Roland Acevedo (Weiss’ attorney); Steven Brounstein, Robert Stavis, Allison Stavis (defense 

attorneys); Yale Shih (alternate juror). Additional interviews for the 12/02/17 updated rebroadcast: Roland Fischetti 

and Eric Franz (defense attorneys); Joel Seidemann (prosecutor). (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Clare Friedland, Susan 

Mallie, Chris Young Ritzen, Tamara Weitzman; Producers for the 12/02/17 updated rebroadcast: Chris Young 

Ritzen, Susan Mallie, Clare Friedland, Tamara Weitzman) (OAD: 12/03/16) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/09/17 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “Guilty Until Proven Innocent” – an updated rebroadcast about the cases against Darryl 

Pinkins and Roosevelt Glenn: two Indiana men, a 1989 gang rape, and the DNA evidence at the time that did not tie 

either man to the crime. Yet, both were convicted, spending years in prison before new DNA technology changed 

their fates. Pinkins and Glenn vowed they were innocent. Prosecutors had evidence and a victim who said she could 

identify one of the five alleged attackers. At trial, prosecutors also argued that DNA testing was new and unreliable -

- both were convicted. Their cases drew the attention of Indiana law professor Fran Watson who, along with her 

students, continued to search for clues over a fifteen year period. Everything changed for them when a new 

technology called TrueAllele came along, which could separate the genetic mixture in DNA evidence. This new 

technology has the potential to change the outcome in thousands of cases nationwide. Glenn had been released from 

prison after 17 years for good behavior, and Pinkins was released after 26 years when prosecutors overturned their 

convictions. EPILOGE: Early in 2017, Roosevelt Glenn’s convictions was finally overturned. His name has been 

expunged from the federal sex offender registry. One year after being freed from prison, Pinkins is still adjusting to 

the 21st century. After months of job hunting, Mayor Kearen Wilson came to the rescue: hiring Pinkins as a 

maintenance worker for the city of Gary. Original on-screen text graphic: Just this week Roosevelt Glenn’s 

conviction was officially overturned. He will now move to have his name expunged from the Federal Sex Offenders 

Registry. Darryl Pinkins is living with his nephew and is looking for a job. On-screen text graphic for the 12/09/17 

updated rebroadcast: On July 28, 2017 – six months after finally seeing her son Roosevelt exonerated, Sally Glenn 

passed away, just shy of her 90th birthday. Pinkins and Glenn will be filing a civil rights lawsuit that will include the 

state crime lab and Detective Solan. Interviewed:  Roosevelt Glenn and Darryl Pinkins; Glenn family members: Sally 

Glenn, Darniese Glenn, Renitta Stout; Pinkins family members: Mildred Pinkins, Dameon Pinkins, Tracy Pinkins; 

Mike Solan (retired Detective Lieutenant, Hammond, Indiana); Fran Watson (Indiana University Law Professor); 

Law students Max, Brenda, and Polly (no last names); Joe Curosh (former Lake County prosecutor); Greg 

Hampikian (DNA expert); Karen Freeman-Wilson (former public defender/current Mayor, Gary, Indiana); Dr. Mark 

Perlin (DNA expert/inventor of TrueAllele); Bernard Carter (Lake County Prosecutor) (C: Maureen Maher - P: Judy 

Rybak)  (OAD: 02/04/17 as 48 HOURS: “Guilty Until Proven Innocent”) 

 

12/16/17 48 HOURS: “The DNA of a Killer” – a report on the 1996 death of Angie Dodge; the unusual circumstances in 

which Michael Usry, Jr., a filmmaker and producer of a short film about a brutal death, became a suspect in the case; 

and the approach police took to try to find a DNA match through a public database that had been bought by 

Ancestry.com. In 1996, Idaho Falls teenager Angie Dodge was brutally murdered. The killer left behind semen 

which police tested against the DNA of men she knew, including Christopher Tapp. His DNA did not match, but 

after 28 hours of interrogation over 23 days, Tapp confessed to being there when she was killed, and stated that one 

of the participants was a man named Mike. Christopher Tapp was convicted of killing Dodge, but the case remained 

open because Tapp’s DNA did not match the man whose semen was left at the crime scene. In 2014, police searched 

a public database that had been bought by Ancestry.com, hoping to find a match through familial searching. The 

search resulted in a partial match. Police got Ancestry.com to reveal the name of the anonymous man behind the 

sample - Michael Usry, Sr. - which ultimately led to his son, Michael Usry, Jr. Despite the close DNA match and the 

matching first name, Usry Jr. had nothing to do with the death and was officially cleared. His story raised serious 

questions about what happens when police use publicly available DNA databases to solve cases -- and what happens 

when an innocent man is tagged as a suspect. Michael Usry decided to make a documentary and was joined by 

Angie’s mother, Carol Dodge, who had an agenda of her own: to find the killer. Their search has led them to believe 

that Christopher Tapp was innocent. Their combined efforts led to a review of the case and Tapp being able to 

accept a plea deal, which led to his release from prison after twenty years.  Original on-screen text graphic: Carol 

Dodge met with detectives this week and continues to push them to find her daughter’s killer. Chris Tapp says he has 

many job offers since his release last month and is happy to be weighing his options. On-screen text graphic for 

the 12/16/17 rebroadcast: Shortly after being released, Chris Tapp was married. After a fight with his wife, he was 

arrested and charged with misdemeanor domestic battery. The Couple reconciled. Chris Tapp is now awaiting trial. 

Idaho Falls police say the investigation into Angie Dodge’s murder is ongoing. Interviewed:  Michael Usry, Jr.; 

Carol Dodge; Christopher Tapp; Mark McBride (Idaho Falls, Idaho Chief of Police); Greg Hampikian (DNA 

expert); Erin Murphy (New York University Law Professor); Patrick McKenna (Detective); Michael Heavy (retired 

superior court judge); John Thomas (Tapp’s appellate attorney). (C: Anne-Marie Green – P: Judy Rybak, Elena 

DiFiore, Lindsey Schwartz, Chris O’Connell) (OAD: 04/15/17) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/23/17 48 HOURS: “The Evidence Room” (9:00-11:00p) – An exploration of the sometimes emotional and occasionally 

frustrating preparations that go on behind closed doors before a jury ever walks into a courtroom as detailed in two 

cases prepared by The Evidence Room, a company run by CBS News Consultant Scott Roder.  The Evidence Room 

prepares visual representations, made by cutting-edge forensic animators for either the defense or the prosecution 

and they may play a significant part in the trial or they may not, depending on the legal strategies the teams choose to 

take. As detailed in two cases, Roder and his team prepare analysis as detailed: 1) the murder cases against Colleen 

McKernan, charged with shooting her husband, Robert McKernan ten times on New Year’s Eve in 2014. Her 

attorneys claimed it was self-defense and hired Roder to create visual representations of her story. The Evidence 

Room staff re-created the crime scene to prove the defense theory. As the case went to trial and testimony 

progressed, the prosecution had the re-creation excluded from the trial. The defense focused on battered woman 

syndrome and Colleen took the stand to testify. The verdict: a mistrial. At the second trial, with a new defense team, 

Roder presented some of the animation to the jury, but the result was the same – a mistrial. On March 17, 2017, a 

resolution was reached in the case: in a plea offer, McKernan pleaded guilty to one count of voluntary manslaughter. 

2) in a civil suit, The Cochran Firm client Emmanuel Bracy was left partially incapacitated and in a wheelchair, after 

being shot by Los Angeles Police detectives. Bracy was the suspect in a string of robberies and police used Vehicle 

Containment Technology to capture him. Three of the four detectives claimed he had a gun, and a shootout resulted. 

Bracy was severely injured.  Bracy pled guilty to the crime, but that did not stop him from seeking justice. After the 

shootout, Bracy and the car suffered heavy damage, but there was no gun in plain sight, although one was found 

wrapped in a cloth, hidden inside an air conditioning vent in the dashboard. The Evidence Room was hired to prove 

that the gun that was found was not used by Bracy. They re-created the entire scene with cars, guns and ammunition. 

In the end, after all the time and effort, the jury never saw the presentation. The state’s forensic expert was not able 

to testify, and Roder, as a rebuttal expert on the case was not able to either. After nine days of testimony, the jury 

returned a judgement in favor of the LAPD. On-screen text graphic: Colleen McKernan is currently serving her 

sentence at the Ohio Reformatory for Women. She could be released as early as September 2020, by a judge’s 

decision based on her behavior in prison. Interviewed. Interviewed:  Scott Roder CBS News Consultant); Evidence 

Room employees: Amy Metzgar (logistics coordinator), Patrick Mooney (biomedical illustrator), Marcus Sidoti 

(criminal defense attorney); Ian Friedman (McKernan defense attorney); Jennifer Dave (lead prosecutor, State of 

Ohio); Dr. Daniel Spitz (forensic pathologist); Colleen McKernan; Dennis and Kathie McKernan (parents of Robert 

McKernan); Gary and Jan Owen (parents of Colleen McKernan); Laura Mills (new McKernan defense attorney); 

Brandon Dunn (Cochran Firm attorney). (C: Tracy Smith – P: Leigh Hubner) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/29/17 48 HOURS: “The Secrets of Waco” (8:00-9:00p) – a review, as the 25th anniversary approaches of the deadly 51-

day standoff in April 1993 between Branch Davidian cult leader David Koresh and U.S Government in Waco, 

Texas. It all began with a shootout between Branch Davidian followers and the ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms 

and Tobacco) that left four agents and six of Koresh’s followers dead, ultimately bringing in a large FBI task force to 

negotiate a peaceful surrender. That did not happen; after 41 days, the compound was destroyed by government 

tanks ramming into the buildings, as agents fired tear gas. More than 70 followers died, nearly two dozen of them 

were children. The entire compound was destroyed by fire. Also included: an interview with retired Texas United 

Parcel Service (UPS) driver, Larry Gilbreath, one of the people regularly to go into the compound, who says he 

unwittingly delivered military grade guns and ammunition in the weeks before the siege, and who began working 

with the ATF in an undercover operation. Also other current and former Branch Davidians speak along with a 

discussion of what occurred within the compound, including unimaginable horror that followed the raid. On-screen 

text graphic: There were five major investigations. The Justice Department blamed Koresh. The Treasury 

Department was critical of its own ATF officers. Congress, as well as a seventeen million dollar independent review 

were critical of both the ATF and the FBI. The Waco tragedy changed the way law enforcement reacts and responds 

to similar standoff situations. Eleven Branch Davidians, including Clive Doyle, were tried for conspiracy to murder 

ATF officials. Nine were convicted on lesser charges and served prison time. Clive Doyle was acquitted of all 

charges. No Branch Davidian was ever charged with arson. Interviewed: Lee Hancock (journalist, CBS News 

Consultant); Larry Gilbreath (UPS driver) and wife Debra Gilbreath; Marc Breault and wife Elizabeth Breault 

(friends of Koresh); Sheila Martin (cult member); Grace Adams (sister of cult member); Joann Vaega (child of cult 

members killed in siege); Clive Doyle (true believer); Robert Cervenka (local rancher) Bill Buford (Special ATF 

Agent in Charge); Dick  DeGuerin (Koresh’s attorney (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Josh Yager) (See also: “Standoff at 

Waco”, OAD: 03/17/93; and “Mass Suicide”, OAD: 03/27/97). (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Josh Yager) 

 

12/30/17 48 HOURS: “Murder by Design” (9:00 – 10:00p) - an investigation into questions that still exist nearly twenty 

years after fashion designer Gianni Versace was gunned down outside his Miami mansion by Andrew Cunanan. He 

was shot dead on July 15, 1997 -- the killer walked up, shot him execution style and walked off, leaving Versace 

bleeding to death on the steps to his home. Investigation revealed Andrew Cunanan, who was openly gay, was a 

spree killer who thrived on attention and was willing to kill even his friends. Police across the country were already 

hunting for Cunanan for the murder of four others – in Minnesota, he killed his friend Jeff Trail (who had been 

previously interviewed by 48 HOURS in 1993 about gays in the military) and his lover David Madson. In Chicago, 

Cunanan murdered real estate developer Lee Miglin and stole his car. Then in New Jersey, he killed cemetery 

caretaker William Reese, stole his truck and drove to Miami, where he lived off the grid for two months. With police 

and the FBI on his trail, he was even featured on “America’s Most Wanted”. Finally, a tip came that changed 

everything. After a four-hour standoff on a houseboat, police found the body of Andrew Cunanan. Now, twenty years 

later, there is still no hard evidence to the speculation that Cunanan and Versace has some kind of connection. On-

screen text graphic: Twenty years after his death, the House of Versace continues to succeed, led by Gianni's sister, 

Donatella and brother Santo. Jeff Trail was interviewed on 48 HOURS: “Not In My Army” on 04/07/93. 

Interviewed: Lazaro Quintana (friend of Versace); Carlos Noriega (Lieutenant, Miami Beach Police); Richard 

Barreto (Miami Beach Police Chief); Michael Band (prosecutor); Robert Ahrends (Cunanan’s seventh grade 

classmate); Nicole Murray-Ramirez (Cunanan’s high school classmate); Michael Williams (Cunanan acquaintance); 

Mary Ellen O’Toole (former FBI profiler); Julie Hovland (friend of David Madson); Dale Barsness (detective); 

Stephen Byer (neighbor of Lee Miglin); Gustavo Sanchez (detective); Tim Gunn (fashion designer). (C: Richard 

Schlesinger – P: Lisa Freed, Marcelena Spencer) (OAD: 05/20/17) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

12/30/17 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “Bad Boy” (10:00 – 11:00p) - an investigation into the 2011 disappearance of Shelley 

Mook, a young mother from Bedford County, Tennessee; her ex-husband Tyler Mook -- the last person on record to 

see her alive -- and why investigators consider him the chief person of interest in her disappearance. The case 

exposed strained family relationships and left investigators wondering how Shelley Mook could just vanish without a 

trace. Shelley Mook was last seen by her 6-year-old daughter entering the home of her ex-husband. Tyler Mook 

didn’t have much to say when questioned by police -- there was no crime scene and no body. Neither Mook -- who 

used the Fifth Amendment more than 150 times to refuse to answer questions about what happened to his ex-wife in 

a family court custody case -- nor his family or family lawyers, would speak on his behalf to 48 HOURS. Local 

authorities also declined to discuss the case. Tyler Mook remains a person of interest in Shelley’s disappearance. 

Eventually, Tyler moved to Florida, where many women found him charming to be around. He was arrested and 

charged with attempted murder when he attacked an on-again, off-again girlfriend while on a boating trip with his 

brother and his brother’s girlfriend. Tyler tried to drown her because she disrespected his family. No one wanted to 

defend Tyler, except his one friend, Erica Tucker. At his trial, his brother, Andrew Mook, was forced to testify 

against him. He was found guilty of attempted murder and sentenced to 12 years in prison. Back in Tennessee, 

Shelley’s case remains open. Investigator Kevin Keele hopes someday to find Shelley’s body. On-screen text 

graphic: Tyler Mook remains a “person of interest” in the disappearance of his ex-wife. Shelly and Tyler’s daughter 

Lilli, still lives with Shelley’s mom. Interviewed: Larry Farley (firefighter); Brittany Brooks (Shelley’s friend); Kevin 

Keele (48 HOURS consultant/legal investigator); Robin Doneth (Tyler’s Florida girlfriend); Juliano Garzia and 

Dylan Wedgewood (witnesses to boating incident); and Erica Tucker (Tyler’s friend). (C: Michelle Miller - P: Chuck 

Stevenson, Michelle Feuer, Taigi Smith) (OAD: 10/29/16 as 48 HOURS: “Bad Boy”) 

 

CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIALS 

 

12/03/17 “Faith on the Frontlines” – an interfaith special examining the interfaith clergy movement that has vowed to take 

on white supremacy. Featured: (1) As the Charlottesville, VA city council discussed plans to remove confederate 

statues from local parks, tension within the community was mounting. In May and July, two separate demonstrations 

by white nationalists and Ku Klux Klan members inspired counter-protests by local activists, including clergy. This 

summer, as word got out about the size and scope of an upcoming white supremacist rally, Unite the Right, local 

faith leaders quickly mobilized and formed Congregate Charlottesville. In addition to non-violent direct action 

training, the group invited national faith leaders and lay people from around the country to join them in their counter-

protest against white supremacy. Among those interviewed about the events leading up to that day and the aftermath: 

Brittany Caine-Conley, lead organizer of Congregate Charlottesville, a member of Discernment with Sojourners 

United Church of Christ in Charlottesville; Rev. Brenda Brown-Grooms, co-pastor of New Beginnings Christian 

Community; Rev. Phil Woodson, associate pastor of First United Methodist Church; Rabbi Rachel Schmelkin of 

Congregation Beth Israel; and Don Gathers, a deacon at the First Baptist Church. (2) In the wake of Charlottesville, 

Rev. Robert W. Lee made national headlines after speaking out against white supremacy at the MTV Video Music 

Awards. Rev. Lee, the fourth great nephew of Confederate General Robert E. Lee, was recently ordained in the 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship after graduating from Duke University Divinity School with a Master’s in 

theological studies. Today he continues his work as a public theologian and anti-racism activist. He calls for all 

clergy to speak out against white supremacy from the pulpit and in the public square. (Narrator: Rolland Smith. 

Produce & Writer: Elizabeth Kineke. Associate Producer: Jennie Kamin. Director & Senior Executive Producer: 

John P. Blessington. Produced in consultation with Interfaith organizations, clergy, and Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 

Islamic, and Sikh scholars.) 

 

12/24/17 “Christmas Eve with Fairfield University” – a Christmas special highlighting the life, spirit, and community of 

Fairfield University -- a modern Jesuit university located on a 200-acre campus on the Connecticut coast. The 

program includes Christmas and holiday musical performances by the Fairfield University Glee Club; Professor of 

Music Brian Q. Torff and New Duke; the alumni band Lionfish; Sweet Harmony and The Bensonians, as well as 

personal reflections on the season from a variety of Fairfield University students, Jesuits and others. (Narrator: Rev. 

Robert Braunreuther, S.J. Produced and co-sponsored by Fairfield University. Executive Producers for CBS: 

Elizabeth M. Kineke, John P. Blessington.) 

 

* * * * * 


