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FACE THE NATION 
 

07/01/12 Guests: Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of Representatives (1); Senator Chuck 

Schumer (D-NY) (2); Senator Tom Coburn M.D. (R-OK), author, “The Debt Bomb: A Bold Plan to Stop 

Washington from Bankrupting America” (2); Governor Scott Walker (R-WI) (3); Governor Martin O’Malley (D-

MD), Chairman, Democratic Governors Association (3); Major Garrett, National Journal (4); John Dickerson, CBS 

News Political Director (4); John Harris, Politico (4); Jan Crawford, CBS News Legal Correspondent (4) 

Guest Moderator: Norah O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 

1) Topics include: surprise at the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the Affordable Care Act / commitment by the 

Republican members of the House of Representatives to vote to repeal or de-fund the law yet again / reasoning 

behind Speaker Boehner’s opposition to the Affordable Care Act / belief that the Republicans will offer a more 

“common-sense, step-by-step approach” to improving the health insurance system / defense of Republican 

presidential nominee Mitt Romney’s Massachusetts health care plan that he instituted while governor / belief that 

health insurance will be an issue in the upcoming presidential election; need to deal with government spending; 

opinion regarding the Fast and Furious investigation; possibility of the House of Representatives remaining under 

Republican majority 

2) Topics include: reaction from Senators Schumer and Coburn to Speaker Boehner’s comments regarding the 

Affordable Care Act / support for and opposition to the Affordable Care Act / Mr. Romney’s announcement that he 

will repeal the Affordable Care Act on day one of his presidency / potential impact of the Supreme Court’s decision 

on the upcoming election and the possibility that the Republicans could gain control of the Senate 

3) Topics include: Governor Walker’s decision to wait until the upcoming election before setting up the exchange 

for uninsured residents to purchase health insurance / conflicting views as to whether or not the federal mandate 

contained within the Affordable Care Act constitutes a massive tax increase / Governor Walker’s defense of 

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney’s Massachusetts health care plan that he instituted while governor / 

Governor O’Malley’s opinion of Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney’s Massachusetts health care plan 

and the fact that it includes a mandate / agreement that health care should play a part in the upcoming election 

4) Topics include: conservative Chief Justice John Roberts’ decision to side with the liberal judges and uphold the 

Affordable Care Act / speculation as to how the Obama or Romney campaigns will use, or not use, the Supreme 

Court’s decision to uphold the Affordable Care Act; focus by the Obama campaign on Mr. Romney’s business 

record and tenure at Bain Capital / Romney campaign’s reaction and potential strategy regarding the issues raised by 

the Obama campaign 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: a brief and bipartisan video history of health care reform since 2007, when 

then-presidential candidate and Senator Barack Obama made it one of his key campaign promises 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/08/12 Guests: Jan Crawford, CBS News Legal Correspondent (1) (4); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed 

Services Committee (2); former Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS) (3); Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Assistant 

Majority Leader (3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); Norah O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White 

House Correspondent (4); Doris Kearns Goodwin, author, “Wait Till Next Year: A Memoir” (5); Harold Reynolds, 

MLB Network Analyst (5); Jayson Stark, ESPN Baseball Analyst (5); Frank Deford, Senior Editor, Sports 

Illustrated (5) 

1) Details and insights into conservative Chief Justice John Roberts’ decision to side with the liberal judges and 

uphold the Affordable Care Act, especially the individual mandate that requires all Americans to purchase health 

insurance or pay a penalty 

2) Topics include: reaction to comments from Secretary of State Hillary Clinton regarding the current situation in 

Syria / criticism for the “total lack of leadership that the United States has displayed for the last fourteen months” / 

disagreement with Secretary of State Clinton’s statement that the Assad regime in Syria is on the verge of collapse; 

Senator McCain’s recent trip to Afghanistan / Afghan President Karzai’s pledge to fight corruption; support for 

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney / opinion regarding the criticism Mr. Romney is receiving from 

Republicans and Democrats 

3) Topics include: Mr. Barbour’s agreement with comments from Speaker of the House John Boehner, in which he 

claimed that the upcoming presidential election will be a referendum on President Obama’s failed economic policies 

/ the public’s perception of Mr. Romney / support expressed for President Obama from Senator Durbin / criticism of 

Mr. Romney’s potential economic policies and his failure to make standard economic disclosure / President 

Obama’s handling of the crisis faced by the automobile industry / Mr. Romney’s’ record as a businessman 

4) Topics include: the role that Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney’s Massachusetts health care plan will 

play in the upcoming election / Republican opposition to the Affordable Care Act and the inclusion of an individual 

mandate, which was included in Mr. Romney’s plan for Massachusetts / the Romney campaign’s reaction to 

criticism from papers owned by Rupert Murdoch; the Obama campaign’s focus on Mr. Romney’s record at Bain 

Capital 

5) Topics include: staying power of baseball in American culture / surprises from the first half of the current season / 

opinions regarding whether or not players who have admitted to using performance-enhancing drugs should be 

admitted to the Hall of Fame / belief that baseball players have a responsibility to the public / predictions for the 

second half of the season 

6) Face The Nation Flashback topic: a 1974 appearance by Frank Robinson, newly appointed as manager of the 

Cleveland Indians, making him baseball’s first black manager 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/15/12 Guests: Stephanie Cutter, Deputy Campaign Manager, Obama 2012 (1); Kevin Madden, Senior Romney Campaign 

Advisor (1); Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Chairman, House Budget Committee (2); Robert Reich, 

Chancellor’s Professor of Public Policy, University of California, Berkeley, Secretary of Labor, Clinton 

administration (3); Mark Zandi, Moody’s Analytics (3); John Fund, National Review (3); Rana Foroohar, Time (3); 

Norah O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (4) (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political 

Director (4); Frank Rich, New York Magazine (4); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (4) 

1) Topics include: reaction from Mr. Madden to the Obama campaign’s’s most recent political ad / defense of the 

advertisement from Ms. Cutter / questions surrounding Mr. Romney’s length of employment at Bain Capital / 

opposing viewpoints as to the qualifications of each candidate / criticism against the strategies employed by each of 

the campaigns / call for Mr. Romney to release more financial information from Ms. Cutter 

2) Topics include: rumor that Representative Ryan is on the short list as a possible running mate for Mr. Romney; 

defense of Mr. Romney’s tenure at Bain Capital; criticism of President Obama’s job performance and campaign 

tactics; praise for Mr. Romney as a candidate and his specific plans for improving the economy; support for the leak 

by the Romney campaign that former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has emerged as a top possibility as a 

running mate 

3) Topics include: predictions as to the economic situation come election time / Ms. Foroohar’s opinion that 

President Obama will upset the trend that since 1967 when consumer confidence is low, the incumbent is always 

defeated in a presidential election; need for President Obama to reveal his second-term agenda; current state of the 

economy / differing opinions as to what President Obama needs to focus on in order to improve the economy / need 

for both the House of Representatives, the Senate, and President Obama to start working together / possibility of the 

credit rating of the United States being downgraded again 

4) Topics include: statement from Mr. Schieffer regarding the purchase of commercial time during FACE THE 

NATION and the running of an advertisement containing unauthorized footage of Mr. Schieffer; how the Bain 

Capital concern reveals a larger problem for Mr. Romney -- questions regarding his character and the public’s 

perception of Mr. Romney / criticism of the Obama campaign’s tactics from Mr. Gerson / opinion that the Romney 

campaign is not capitalizing enough on the poor state of the economy / call for both candidates to step forward with 

a positive program for the remainder of the campaign 

5) Google Hangout topic: the role of women voters in Campaign’s 2012.  Participants: Leslie Sanchez, Republican 

Strategist; Michelle Bernard, Bernard Center For Women, Politics & Public Policy; Maria Cardona, Democratic 

Strategist; Stephanie Schriock, Emily’s List.  Host: Norah O’Donnell 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/22/12 Guests: Chief Daniel Oates, Aurora, CO Police Department (1); John Miller, CBS News Senior Correspondent (1) 

(6); Bob Orr, CBS News Justice Correspondent (2) (6); Mayor Michael Bloomberg, New York, NY (3); 

Representative Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) (4); Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel (5); Barry Petersen, CBS 

News Correspondent (6); Norah O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (6); John Dickerson, 

CBS News Political Director (6); Mayor Steve Hogan, Aurora, CO (7) 

1) Topics include: the latest on the investigation into the largest mass shooting in U.S. history -- On July 20th in 

Aurora, Colorado, during the midnight screening of the Batman movie, “The Dark Knight Rises”, seventy people 

were wounded and twelve killed inside the theater by lone gunman James Egan Holmes, who was subsequently 

arrested at the scene / importance of President Obama’s visit, later today, to meet with the victims and their families 

2) An update as to the substantial case and large amount of evidence already amassed by the Aurora police 

department and their federal partners.  

3) Topics include: call for President Obama and Mr. Romney to focus on the issues that matter to the country, such 

as gun control / President Obama’s failed promise to reinstate the ban on assault weapons / the power of the 

National Rifle Association (NRA) / need to fix the existing gun control laws by closing the loopholes and then, 

actually enforce the laws / personal responsibility felt by Mayor Bloomberg to explain the connection between gun 

laws and public safety 

4) Topics include: Representative Perlmutter’s opinion that Mayor Bloomberg is incorrect in putting the 

responsibility of gun control on President Obama or Mr. Romney and instead, should be a Congressional issue / call 

to reinstate the assault weapons ban 

5) Topics include: report in the London newspapers that Israeli agents have launched a massive search for an Iranian 

terror squad that plotting to kill Israeli athletes at the London Olympics / assertion based upon information obtained 

from the Hezbollah operative who was recently captured in Cyprus, that Iran and Hezbollah are behind last week’s 

terrorist attack in Bulgaria, which killed Israeli tourists / commitment to do whatever is necessary to protect innocent 

Israelis / call on the international community to expose the terrorists and ensure that Iran does not acquire nuclear 

weapons; his upcoming meeting with Mitt Romney 

6) Topics include: evidence from the intelligence community that Iran and Hezbollah are now targeting areas where 

Israeli tourists are after a series of failed attacks against Israeli officials; President Obama’s upcoming visit to 

Aurora, CO / disappointment expressed by gun control advocates because president Obama has not pushed for a 

renewal of the assault weapons ban / Mr. Romney’s lack of support for the assault weapons ban -- a change since he 

was governor of Massachusetts; the six thousand rounds of ammunition and firearms purchased -- all legally -- by 

James Holmes / details of the crime perpetrated by and the arrest of James Holmes; potential impact the Aurora 

shooting will have on the campaign 

7)An update from Mayor Hogan on the victims and their families, their appreciation for the outpouring of public 

support, and the potential need for financial support 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/29/12 Guests: Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (1); Mitt Romney, presumptive Republican 

presidential nominee (1); Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), Chair, Democratic National 

Committee (2); Rodney Erickson, President, Penn State University (3); Sara Ganim, The Harrisburg Patriot-News, 

CNN Contributor (4); Bill Rhoden, The New York Times (4); Jim Rome, CBS Sports Network (4); Buzz Bissinger, 

Contributor, Newsweek, Contributor, The Daily Beast, Author, “Friday Night Lights” (4); James Brown, CBS News 

Special Correspondent (4) 

1) Interview by Jan Crawford of Mitt Romney.  Topics include: comments made by Romney’s top foreign policy 

adviser Dan Senor on Israel’s right to take action against Iran / Mr. Romney’s respect for the right of Israel to 

defend itself / importance of using every diplomatic and political vehicle available to keep Iran from becoming a 

nuclear capability state / Mr. Romney’s reluctance to create new foreign policy or distance himself from existing 

foreign policy while he is on foreign soil / speech five years ago at the Herzliya Conference, where he outlined 

seven necessary steps to “dissuade Iran from their nuclear folly” / opinion as to why Iran is more dangerous now; 

reaction to the cover of tomorrow’s issue of Newsweek, that calls Mr. Romney a wimp / tomorrow’s Newsweek 

interview with Senator John McCain, where he comments on Mr. Romney’s perception of national security issues; 

his strengths as a candidate; belief that the world benefits from American leadership 

2) Topics include: reaction to gaffes made during Mr. Romney’s trip to England and Israel / belief that Mr. Romney 

lacks the experience, preparation and diplomatic skills to be president / tomorrow’s Newsweek cover, criticism of 

Mr. Romney’s penchant for secrecy; opinion that President Obama will continue to make economic progress, 

despite Friday’s figures 

3) Topics include: sanctions imposed by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) on Penn State 

University in the wake of the child molestation scandal and the subsequent cover-up / Mr. Erickson’s opinion of the 

sanctions, as well as the criticism he received for accepting them / news that one of the victims intends to sue the 

university / the legacy of former Penn State University football coach Joe Paterno / reasons behind Mr. Erickson’s 

decision to remove Mr. Paterno’s statue from the grounds of the university / expression of deep regret / the struggle 

to make sense of what was done to these boys and to ensure that it does not happen again 

4) Topics include: potential impact of the sanctions on Penn State University / opinions from the members of the 

roundtable as to the suitability of the sanctions / public opinion that the sanctions are unfair and are punishing the 

players and fans, instead of those directly responsible / details from Ms. Gamin as to how she scooped the story / the 

legacy of former Penn State University football coach Joe Paterno / expressions of anger over the lack of 

responsibility and integrity by those involved who knew about the abuse committed by Jerry Sandusky and did 

nothing to stop it / the culture of college football at Penn State University, as well as other colleges and universities 

across the nation / how many, if any, members of the current Penn State University football team plan on 

transferring to another university 
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60 MINUTES 
 

07/01/12 “Stuxnet” - a report on Stuxnet, the computer virus that sabotaged the Iranian nuclear program.  It could be 

repackaged by terrorists for a cyber attack against the U.S. infrastructure or other targets. Includes interviews with: 

Retired General Michael Hayden, former head of the National Security Agency and former Director of the CIA; 

Liam O Murchu, operations manager for Symantec, a computer virus security company; Ralph Langner, German 

expert on industrial control systems; Sean McGurk, former head of cyber defense at the Department of Homeland 

Security.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Graham Messick) (OAD: 03/04/12) 

“Qatar” - a profile of the tiny and prosperous Middle Eastern nation of Qatar, a stable country surrounded by the 

unrest of its Arab neighbors.  Qatar’s television network, Al Jazeera, is seen as the engine of the various populist 

uprisings called the Arab Spring.  Includes interviews with: Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, emir of Qatar; 

Fahad al Attiyah, adviser to the royal family; Sheik Hamid Bin Jasim, prime minister of Qatar; Faisal al-Qasim, Al 

Jazeera talk show host.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Harry A Radliffe II) (OAD: 01/15/12) 

“The Most Expensive Food in the World” - a report on the harvesting, sale and consumption of truffles, the edible 

fungi that are, ounce for ounce, the world’s most expensive food.  Harvests in Italy and France are down, and an 

influx of cheap Chinese truffles are criticized for being inferior in taste and a threat to the market.  Includes 

interviews with: Olga Urbani, whose company controls seventy percent of the world’s truffle trade; Bruno, the 

French chef and restaurateur; Michel Tournayre, truffle farmer; Pierre Jean Pebyre, French packager of Chinese 

truffles.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Ira Rosen) (OAD: 01/08/12) 

 

07/08/12 “The Lobbyist’s Playbook” - an interview with ex-lobbyist and ex-convict Jack Abramoff, who describes how he 

used his clients’ money to buy congressional votes with lavish gifts and large campaign contributions.  Also 

includes interviews with former Congressman Bob Ney (R-Ohio), the one-time chairman of the House 

Administration Committee; and Neil Volz, the one-time chief-of-staff to Ney, and then a lobbyist for Abramoff.  (C: 

Lesley Stahl - P: Ira Rosen) (OAD: 11/06/11) 

“Redshirting” - a report on the rising incidence of “redshirting” -- the practice, by parents, of holding back children 

with late birthdays from enrolling in kindergarten or first grade so that, the following year, they can be the oldest 

instead of the youngest in their class. Includes interviews with: Megan Hoffecker, mother of Barrett; Holly Korbey, 

mother of Holden; Heather Wasilew, mother of Jacob; Malcolm Gladwell, author, “Outliers”; Elizabeth Dhuey, 

economist, University of Toronto; Samuel Meisels, president, Erikson Institute, Chicago.  (C: Morley Safer - P: 

Deirdre Naphin Curran) (OAD: 03/04/12) 

“The Mozart of Chess” - an interview / profile of Magnus Carlsen, the twenty-one-year-old Norwegian chess 

Grandmaster who is the number-one player in the world.  Also includes comments by: Henrik Carlsen, Magnus’ 

father; Frederic Friedel, owner of ChessBase, a chess database company.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon, 

Drew Magratten) (Producer for the 07/08/12 rebroadcast: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 02/19/12) 

 

07/08/12 “Remembering Mike Wallace” (8:00-9:00p) - a retrospective on the career and life of the late 60 MINUTES 

Correspondent Mike Wallace, who died on April 7 at the age of 93.  In a series of one-on-one interviews with 

Wallace conducted by his 60 MINUTES colleagues, interspersed with footage from his many interviews, Wallace 

discusses his interviewing style and techniques; his family background; the many highlights of his career; and his 

bouts with depression, including his attempted suicide. Also included are excerpts of Wallace’s final on-camera 

interview, in which he talks with his grandson Eames Yates about his life and career.  (Correspondents: Steve Kroft, 

Scott Pelley, Lesley Stahl, Morley Safer. Producers: David Browning, Warren Lustig) (OAD: 04/15/12) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

07/15/12 “Steve Jobs” - a profile of the late Steve Jobs, CEO of Apple Inc. (formerly Apple Computer, Inc.), the technology 

company which created the Macintosh line of personal computers, the iPod, the iPhone, and the iPad.  Walter 

Isaacson, Jobs’ biographer, discusses both the personal and entrepreneurial sides of Jobs’ life; and Jobs’ own voice 

is heard in excerpts from the interviews he did with Isaacson, some of which were recorded. (C: Steve Kroft- P: 

Graham Messick) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 10/23/11) 

“Apps for Autism” - a report on how tablet computers like the iPad, with their touch-screens and special 

applications, are enabling autistic people - whose condition prevents many of them from speaking -  to begin 

communicating freely. Includes video of Joshua Hood, Nuno Timoteo and Nathan Williams, each an autistic person, 

using the iPad.  Also includes comments by Nancy Hood, mother of Joshua; Tammy Taylor, Joshua’s therapist; and 

Amanda Williams, mother of Nathan. Includes interviews with Sabrina Morley, Ian Stuart, and Stacie Carroll, 

teachers at the Beverley School, Toronto, Canada; Dr. Walter Schneider, neuro-scientist, University of Pittsburgh; 

Temple Grandin, author, professor of animal science.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) (OAD: 10/23/11) 

 

07/22/12 “Evidence of Innocence” - a report on the case of Michael Morton, wrongfully convicted for the murder of his wife 

in 1986 and then, after having served twenty-five years in prison, exonerated by DNA testing last year. His 

prosecutor, Williamson County (Texas) District Attorney Ken Anderson, is now being investigated for withholding 

crucial evidence during the trial -- evidence that would have acquitted Morton. Includes interviews with: Michael 

Morton; John Raley, Houston (Texas) attorney; Barry Scheck, attorney, The Innocence Project; Eric Nichols, lawyer 

for Ken Anderson;  (C: Lara Logan - P: Andy Court, Anya Bourg) (OAD: 03/25/12) 

“India’s Gold” - a report on the high value placed on the ownership of gold in India.  Includes interview with: 

Divya Chauhan and Vithika Agarwal, wedding planners; Ajay Mitra, World Gold Council; Gargi Shah, precious 

metals analyst; Ishu Datwani, gold retailer.  (C: Byron Pitts - P: David Schneider) (Producers for the 07/22/12 

rebroadcast: David Schneider, Joyce Gesundheit) (OAD: 02/12/12) 

“Michael Phelps” - a second interview / profile of Olympic swimming gold-medalist Michael Phelps, now in 

training for the 2012 London Olympics.  Phelps discusses his renewed motivation to swim competitively again.  

Also includes interviews with: Bob Bowman, Phelps’ longtime coach; Debbie Phelps, Michael’s mother. (See also: 

“Michael Phelps” OAD: 11/30/08) (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Draggan Mihailovich) (OAD: 05/06/12) 

 

07/29/12 “Hard Times Generation” - in a follow-up to “Hard Times Generation” (OAD: 03/06/11), 60 MINUTES returns to 

Seminole County in Central Florida, to focus on another level of homelessness: parents and their children living in 

the family car. Includes interviews with: Arielle and Austin Metzger, teenage children of Tom Metzger; Victoria and 

D’Angelo Coates, with their three daughters; and Beth Davalos, who runs programs for homeless children in the 

Seminole County schools.  Also includes comments by various children in a group interview.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Robert G. Anderson, Nicole Young) (OAD: 11/27/11) 

“The Life and Death of Vincent van Gogh” - an examination of the life of the painter Vincent Van Gogh, and a 

report on research done for a new biography of the artist which indicates that he may not have committed suicide. 

Includes interviews with Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith, co-authors of “Van Gogh: The Life”.  (C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT (OAD: 10/16/11) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

07/03/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “A Fatal Attraction” (10:00-11:00p) - Joanne Witt, a 47-year old engineer in El Dorado 

Hills, California was stabbed to death while she was sleeping on Thursday, June 11, 2009. One month prior to her 

death Joanne found her 14-year old daughter Tylar Witt in a compromising situation with 19-year old Stephen 

Colver. Joanne was a single mother and along the way had lost control of Tylar, but exposing her daughter’s 

relationship with Stephen would prove to be their last fight. Joanne tried to stop the relationship once she was aware 

of it, but the couple denied any wrongdoing. When Joanne discovered Tylar’s diary detailing the sexual encounters 

between the couple, she went straight to authorities, and an investigation was opened.  Prosecutor Lissette Suder, in 

conjunction with Stephen’s defense attorney Dain Weiner and Tylar’s lawyer Mark Ralphs, outlined the unfolding 

sequence of events. Tylar and Stephen were afraid of statutory rape charges and after Joanne was dead they decided 

to rent a hotel room for the night in San Francisco. Stephen and Tylar wrote suicide notes, and ate rat poison hoping 

to die together. When the rat poison didn’t work they were on the run until local police officers turned them in. Tylar 

ended up turning on Stephen once prosecutors got involved and at his trial, she testified against him. In the end 

Stephen was sentenced to life in prison without parole, and Tylar pleaded guilty to 2nd degree murder, receiving 15 

years to life.  On screen text graphic: Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2024; she will be 29 years old. 

Onscreen text graphic for the 07/03/12 rebroadcast: Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2024. She will be 

29 years old. Steven Colver has filed an appeal. Interviewed: prosecutor Lissette Suder; Stephen Colver’s lawyer, 

Dain Weiner; Mark Ralphs, Tylar Witt’s attorney; Joanne Witt’s parents, Norb and Judi Witt; Joanne Witt’s friends, 

Roxanna Jurgett and Vinnie Catapano; Stephen Colver’s mother, Jan Colver.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Ira 

Sutow, Sue McHugh, Avi Cohen) (OAD: 01/28/12) 

 

07/07/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Killing Fields” - a report about a desolate strip of land between Houston and 

Galveston where over 30 young women and girls have disappeared or have been murdered, and a followup to 

“Killer in Friendswood” (OAD: 05/01/97), which detailed the disappearance and death of 12-year-old Laura 

Smither.  With this weekend’s release of a film entitled “The Texas Killing Fields”, attention has been rekindled 

about some of the cases, including the story of Krystal Baker.  In 1996, Baker, whose great-aunt was movie star 

Marilyn Monroe, disappeared from Texas City and was found two weeks later near the Louisiana border, beaten to 

death and sexually assaulted.  In 1997, Laura Smither went out to jog and disappeared and her body was found 

weeks later.  When another young woman disappeared, the Smithers  joined the search, as did Tim Miller, whose 

daughter, Laura Miller, was kidnaped and murdered when she was sixteen.  Laura was one of four young women 

murdered and dumped along a remote area that earned the name “the killing fields”.  Journalist Skip Hollandsworth 

chronicled the case for Texas Monthly, in which a brilliant scientist, Robert Abel, became a suspect, but police 

could never find a connection.  Police detectives Brian Goetschius and Michael Land are investigating, but as 

Hollandsworth says, it’s clear that it has been various men who have done different things to these women, not one 

serial killer.  As the movie is released, there is the reality that many of these cases remain unsolved.  The actors hope 

that the film will help make a difference.  Just after the film wrapped, a big break came up in the Krystal Baker case: 

DNA was submitted to a nationwide computer data bank, and a Louisiana man, Kevin Edison Smith, arrested on a 

drug charge, came back as a match.  He has been charged with murder and will go on trial in December.  The 

Smithers don’t have DNA evidence, but they believe they know who killed their daughter: William Reece, the prime 

suspect in another case.  Motivated by his loss, Tim Miller founded the rescue group Equusearch, which over the 

years, has helped look for missing people and located scores of bodies.  For now, the killings seem to have stopped: 

no new cases of murder have arisen.  Included interviews with: journalist Skip Hollandsworth; screenwriter Don 

Ferrarone, actor Sam Worthington; investigators Brian Goetschius and Michael Land; Jeanie Baker, mother of 

victim Krystal Baker; Bob and Gay Smither, parents of victim Laura Smither; Tim Miller, father of victim Laura 

Miller.  (See also: "Killer In Friendswood", OAD: 05/01/97 and "Prime Suspect", OAD: 10/23/97)  (C: Erin 

Moriarty - P: Lourdes Aguiar, Alec Sirken, Jenna Jackson, Chris O’Connell) (OAD: 10/22/11) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/10/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Screenplay for Murder” (10:00-11:00p) - a report on Canadian filmmaker Mark 

Twitchell, whose obsession with the Showtime television series “Dexter” turned to reality and led to murder.  His 

film, “House of Cards”, was about a male serial killer who created a fake online profile as a woman, lured men from 

a dating website to his garage -- and then killed them.  Police became interested in Twitchell when they were 

investigating a missing persons case, 38-year-old computer enthusiast John Altinger, and were led to the garage 

where he had just wrapped shooting his movie.  A Facebook page where he compared himself to the serial killer 

“Dexter” and the discovery of a secret journal, which was essentially a blueprint for murder, allowed Edmonton 

police to eventually link Twitchell to the 2008 murder of Altinger and to the attempted murder of 33-year old Gilles 

Tetreault -- both of whom had answered an online dating ad. On Screen Text Graphics: The Crown has decided 

not to charge Mark Twitchell with the attempted murder of Gilles Tetreault at this time. Ironically, an independent 

film about this case is currently in production. On screen text graphic for the 07/10/12 rebroadcast: Crown 

prosecutors have decided not to charge Mark Twitchell with the attempted murder of Gilles Tetreault. In February 

2012 Twitchell dropped his appeal. Includes interviews with: Gilles Tetreault, victim; Bill Clark, Edmonton Police 

homicide detective; Jess, Twitchell’s ex-wife; Marisa Girhiny and Trevor Hossinger, who witnessed Gilles under 

attack; Gary Altinger, John’s older brother; Jimmy Siokos, actor and screenwriter; Chris Heward, actor in “House of 

Cards”; Renee Waring, Twitchell’s Facebook friend; Detective Mark Anstey; Avril Inglis and Lawrence Van Dyke, 

Edmonton Crown prosecutors. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Lourdes Aguiar, Anthony Venditti) (OAD: 02/11/12) 

 

07/14/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Family Affair” - a report on the 2008 murders of Philip Heidt and his son Carey Heidt, 

the shooting of Philip’s wife, Linda Heidt, and the secret extra-marital affair of Carey’s wife Robin with his brother 

Craig Heidt, who has been convicted of the murders of his father and his brother. The Heidt family lived in the small 

town of Springfield Georgia. Philip Heidt, a real estate developer was married to Linda.  They had three sons, Chris, 

Craig and Carey. Carey became his father’s business partner and married Robin. They seemed the perfect Southern 

family -- but Robin Heidt had been having an affair with her brother-in-law Craig Heidt, the self-described black 

sheep of the family. She even told her husband about the affair. Carey was distraught, but no fool: he removed 

Robin from his life insurance policy. During one of their trysts, Philip hired a helicopter to track them down because 

he wanted hard evidence of their affair. Carey and Robin then separated; he went to stay with his parents. Then, on 

August 25, 2008, the crime occurred. Philip and Carey were fatally shot with a shotgun;  Linda Heidt miraculously 

survived, turning her head at the moment of  the shooting. With nothing taken from inside the house - money and 

jewelry untouched -  investigators concluded the motive was murder.  Detectives gave Robin the news: she says she 

immediately confronted Craig, who said he didn’t do it. Police immediately zeroed in on Craig. Linda Heidt did not 

see the shooter, but is adamant that Craig didn’t do it -- circumstantial evidence said otherwise. Four months after 

the murders, Craig moved in with Robin and her children was essentially living Carey’s life. Nine months later 

Craig asked Robin to marry him. In May 2009, Craig Heidt was arrested for the murders. His mother and brother 

stood by him during the trial; Robin did not. He was found guilty. Family members insist he didn’t get a fair trial. 

Epilogue: In November 2011, Robin married Bradley Cave, who had spent a year in mandatory drug rehabilitation.  

In December 2011, a lawyer for the Heidt children asked a court to remove them from Robin’s care and let them live 

with Linda. The judge gave Linda immediate custody, ordered monies from the Heidt trust to be paid to Linda for 

care of the children. Robin was also to turn over the children’s Social Security payments. She did not and a warrant 

was issued. She spent two days in jail right before Christmas. On screen text graphic: Craig Heidt is appealing his 

conviction. On screen text graphic for the 07/14/12 rebroadcast: In November 2011 Robin Heidt remarried and 

moved to Charleston, South Carolina with her new husband and her three children. The court ruled that both Robin 

Heidt Cave and Linda Heidt share joint custody of the children. Craig Heidt’s appeal on his conviction will be heard 

by the Georgia Supreme Court in September. Interviewed: family members Robin Heidt, Linda Heidt, Chris Heidt; 

Michael Muldrew, prosecutor; Dr. James Downs, medical examiner; Jimmie McDuffie, sheriff, Effingham County, 

Georgia; Eugene Howard, agent in charge, Georgia Bureau of Investigations;  Ed Myrick, sheriff’s firearms 

instructor; James Dingledein, police officer; Dow Bonds, Craig Heidt’s attorney.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Paul 

LaRosa, Cassandra Marshall, Michelle Feuer) (OAD: 01/07/12) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/21/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Girl Who Knew Too Much” (9:00-10:00p) - a report on the 1992 murder of 19-

year-old Mischelle Lawless, whose bloodied body was found in an abandoned car on a desolate strip of highway in 

Benton, Missouri.  As Deputy Sheriff Rick Walter was working on the crime scene, a local man, Mark Abbott, 

reported that he had seen the young woman in her car, and also told investigators that he saw a white car driving 

near the crime scene.  Police questioned Lawless’ boyfriend, Leon Lamb, but could find nothing to tie him to the 

crime, and he passed a polygraph.  Four months into the investigation, investigators got a break: 17-year-old Joshua 

Kezer had been held briefly in the county jail on assault charges, where, according to several inmates, he confessed 

to killing Lawless.  Then Mark Abbott identified Kezer from a photo lineup as the driver of the white car he had 

seen near the crime scene.  Police then charged Kezer with first-degree murder.  During the trial, a young woman, 

Chantelle Crider, identified Kezer as having been at a party where he had words with Mischelle.  However, no 

DNA, fingerprints or murder weapon linked Kezer to the scene.  Nevertheless, Kezer was convicted and sentenced 

to 60 years in prison. The case haunted Rick Walter and in 2005, now sheriff, he re-opened the case.  Soon the 

foundation on which Kezer’s conviction was built began to crumble, as witnesses admitted to lying and evidence 

was questioned.  Judge Richard Callahan agreed to review the case and was so disturbed by what he saw that instead 

of ordering a new trial, he declared Josh Kezer an innocent man. But someone killed Mischelle and high on the list 

of suspects is that local man, Mark Abbott, who was once a star witness for the prosecution. In fact, there are two 

Abbotts, Mark and his identical twin Matt. To this day, Walters is not sure which Abbott brother came in to report 

finding Mischelle, and two people in the office say that it was his brother Matt. Leon Lamb also remains a suspect. 

With the help of forensics experts at a “crime farm” in the Netherlands, who have examined DNA evidence, Walters 

hopes further investigation will allow him to bring the case to a grand jury.  On screen text graphic update: Josh 

Kezer is suing former Sheriff Bill Ferrell for wrongful arrest.  Onscreen text graphic update for 01/01/11: Josh 

Kezer sued Scott County and former Sheriff Bill Ferrell for wrongful arrest.  They settled the case for several 

million dollars. On screen text graphic for the 07/21/12 rebroadcast: Josh Kezer sued Scott County and former 

Sheriff Bill Ferrell for wrongful arrest.  They settled the case for several million dollars. Kezer donated $10,000 to 

the Scott County Sheriff’s Department to fund the continuing investigation of the Lawless murder. Interviewed: 

Sheriff Rick Walter; Joshua Kezer; Melissa Gaines, Mischelle’s best friend; Mark Abbott; Jason Lawless, 

Mischelle’s brother; Leon Lamb; Valerie Eubanks, Mischelle’s sister; Esther Lawless, Mischelle’s mother; 

Chantelle Crider; Brandon Caid, investigator; Dawn Pierce, host of the party; Jane Williams, church volunteer at the 

Missouri State Prison; Judge Richard Callahan; Ron Burton, friend of Mark Abbott; Richard and Selma 

Eikelenboom, Dutch forensics experts.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Peter Henderson, Mead Stone, Michael Rosenbaum, 

Joshua Yager) (OAD: 03/13/10; 1st rebroadcast: 01/01/11) 

 

07/28/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “My Mother’s Murder” - On the morning of June 5, 2005, Noura Jackson, a teenager, 

called the police to report that she had discovered the body of her mother, Jennifer Jackson, in their Memphis, 

Tennessee home.  Jennifer, a 39-year-old divorced single parent, was a successful bond trader, who provided Noura 

with a generous lifestyle.  Due to the brutality of her murder, police initially considered a possible link between 

Jennifer’s death and the unsolved shooting death of her estranged husband, Nazmi Hassanieh, seventeen months 

prior; they also focused on Jennifer’s ex-boyfriend, Mark Irvin, a minister, who had an alibi.  Although there was a 

lack of physical evidence at the crime scene, Noura’s conflicting accounts of her activities in the hours before she 

called 911, a gap in her cell phone usage, and an early morning trip to Walgreen’s to purchase first aid supplies for a 

cut on her hand, caused police to focus on her as a suspect.  While none of the DNA at the crime scene matched 

Noura’s, she was eventually charged with her mother’s murder.  Four years later, at her trial, prosecutors alleged 

that the seemingly good relationship between mother and daughter was strained due to Jennifer’s criticism of 

Noura’s hard-partying lifestyle and charged that this was the motive for the crime.  The jury found Noura guilty of 

second-degree murder -- she still maintains her innocence.  Onscreen graphics: Noura Jackson was sentenced to 20 

years in prison.  She will be 39 years old when released -- the same age her mother was when she was murdered.  

Interviewed: Noura Jackson; family friends Susan Tobey, Renea McMillan, Ansley Larsson, Dana Frederick; 

Sergeant Tim Helldorfer with the Memphis Police Department; Memphis detectives Lieutenant Mark Miller and 

Sergeant W.D. Merritt; Sergeant Connie Justice, the first officer to interview Noura; Valerie Corder, Memphis 

Defense Attorney; Prosecutor Amy Weirich.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Jay Young) (OAD: 04/10/10; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 06/04/11) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 
 

07/20/12 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: 48 HOURS: “Tragedy in Aurora” - a report on today’s mass shooting at the midnight 

showing of the Batman movie “The Dark Knight Rises”, inside a movie theater at a mall in Aurora, Colorado.  At 

least 71 people were shot and 12 killed by lone gunman James Egan Holmes, who was captured at the scene.  This is 

the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history. Includes: (1) a recounting of the chaos that ensued within the theater and 

outside by Correspondent Barry Petersen. (2) a report by Correspondent John Miller on the booby-trapped apartment 

of suspect James Holmes. It is believed that Holmes intended to lure police to the apartment in order to allow 

himself more time to kill. Includes remarks by former FBI profiler Mary Ellen O’Toole. (3) a report on Holmes’ 

weapons by Correspondent Bob Orr. Police believe at least three guns were used at the scene. No motive has been 

established. (4) a report by Correspondent John Blackstone on Jessica Redfield (real name Jessica Ghawi), an 

aspiring sports reporter, who recently narrowly missed being killed in a mass shooting in Toronto. Includes remarks 

by sports writer Adrian Dater, and Jordan Ghawi, her brother. (5) a report on the life of suspect James Holmes by 

Correspondent Bill Whitaker. Includes remarks by Tim White, University Chancellor, University of California, 

Riverside; neighbors Tom and Anthony Mei; forensic psychiatrist Dr. Michael Welner. (6) Correspondent/Anchor 

Scott Pelley interviews Dr. Comilla Sasson, emergency room doctor at the University of Colorado Hospital. (7) 

portions of recorded comments by President Obama and presumptive Republican presidential candidate Mitt 

Romney. (8) a report by Correspondent Nancy Cordes on the debate over gun control. Includes remarks by New 

York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg about Rep. Louie Gohmert’s comments regarding the shooting. (9) 

Correspondent/Anchor Scott Pelley interviews shooting victim Marcus Weaver. (10) a report on increased security 

measures at theaters across the country by Correspondent Anthony Mason. (11) Correspondent Richard Schlesinger 

on the creation of yet another gun-related dateline: Aurora, Colorado. Correspondents: Scott Pelley (anchor, Aurora, 

CO); Barry Petersen (Aurora, CO); John Miller (New York); Bob Orr (Washington, DC.); John Blackstone (Aurora, 

CO); Bill Whitaker (San Diego, CA); Nancy Cordes (Washington, DC.); Anthony Mason; Richard Schlesinger 

 

07/21/12 CBS NEWS 48 HOURS SPECIAL: 48 HOURS: “Tragedy in Aurora” - a report updating yesterday’s mass 

shooting at the midnight showing of the Batman movie “The Dark Knight Rises”, inside a movie theater at a mall in 

Aurora, Colorado.  Seventy people were shot: 58 injured and 12 killed by lone gunman James Egan Holmes, who 

was captured at the scene.  This is the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history.  Includes: (1) a report by 

Correspondent Erin Moriarty on the life and death struggle inside the hospital.  Includes remarks by neurosurgeon 

Allen Waziri and an interview with shooting victim Pierce O’Farril. (2) a report by Correspondent Jim Axelrod on 

Holmes’ booby-trapped apartment, which he had wired to explode upon entry. The complex has been evacuated and 

bomb squad experts are working hard to diffuse the situation. (3) a report by Correspondent Bob Orr on the latest 

investigative finds and a time line of this methodically planned attack. (4) a report by Correspondent John 

Blackstone on some of the victims: Alex Sullivan; Matt McQuinn; John Blunt; and Alexander Boik. Includes 

comments by Jordan Crofter, a friend of Alex Boik, and Annie Dalton, aunt of the youngest victim, 6-year-old 

Veronica Moser. (5) a report by Correspondent Peter Van Sant on the psychological profile of a shooter.  Includes 

remarks by forensic psychiatrist Dr. Michael Welner; former FBI profiler Mary Ellen O’Toole; and Sumit Shah, a 

classmate of Holmes. (6) a report by Correspondent John Blackstone on various tales of survival. Includes remarks 

by victim Zack Golditch and ER Nurse Bill Voss. (7) a report by Correspondent Bill Whitaker on the latest 

information about the shooter. (8) a report by Correspondent Troy Roberts on the strange parallels (real or imagined) 

that have come to light since the shootings.  Includes remarks by comic book historian Christopher Irving. (9) a 

remembrance, in pictures, of the twelve victims: Veronica Moser, Gordan Cowden, Jesse Childress, Jonathan Blunk, 

John Larimer, Matt McQuinn, Micayla Medek, Jessica Ghawi, AJ Boik, Rebecca Wingo, Alex Teves, Alex 

Sullivan.  (Correspondents: Jeff Glor (anchor, Aurora, CO); Erin Moriarty (CO); Jim Axelrod (Aurora, CO); Bob 

Orr (Washington, DC); Barry Petersen (CO); Peter Van Sant (New York); John Blackstone (Aurora, CO); Bill 

Whitaker (San Diego, CA); Troy Roberts, Richard Schlesinger) 
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