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FACE THE NATION 

 

 

05/03/15 Guests: Wyatt Andrews, CBS News National Correspondent (1); Cornell William Brooks, President, 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (2); State Senator Catherine Pugh 

(D-MD) (3); Seth Doane, CBS News Correspondent (4); Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI) (5); Tavis 

Smiley, Host, Tavis Smiley, PBS (6); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP Legal Defense Fund (7); Ramesh Ponnuru, 

National Review (7); Julianne Malveaux, Economist (7); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (7); 

Michele Norris, Host and Special Correspondent, National Public Radio (NPR) (7) 

 1) a report from Baltimore on the current situation there, after Friday’s announcement from the state’s 

attorney Marilyn Mosby, charging six police officers in the death of Freddie Gray 

 2) an interview with Mr. Brooks on the situation in Baltimore, the death of Freddie Gray, racial profiling, 

and the federal End Racial Profiling Act  

 3) an interview with Senator Pugh on the situation in Baltimore, the need to lift the curfew, support for the 

demonstrations, criticism of the misplaced violence, and the need to better train police officers 

 4) a report from Kathmandu, Nepal on the relief effort and current conditions in that country, a week after 

the earthquake 

 5) Topics include: lessons to be learned from the situation in Baltimore / Senator Ryan’s tour of 

impoverished American communities / actions that the federal government could take to attack the root 

causes of poverty / Senator Ryan’s thoughts on poverty and the “American dream”; his work with the 

Obama administration on the Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) and the need to increase trade to Asia 

 6) Topics include: role of poverty in the current situation in Baltimore / belief that Dr. Martin Luther King’s 

warning of the triple threat that impacts American democracy -- racism, poverty, and militarism – is still in 

play / praise for Senator Ryan for talking about the issue of poverty, but criticism of the Republican 

tradition of criticizing, but offering no solutions when it comes to job creation / belief that President Obama 

“has had a sort of hands-off approach to a hands-up crisis” 

 7) Topics include: causes of the current situation in Baltimore / concern over the use of violence by some 

protesters / today’s decision to lift the curfew in Baltimore / reaction from faith-based institutions / poor 

relationship between the police and black communities / thoughts on improving police training / Toya 

Graham, the Baltimore mother who was seen on video physically removing her son and disciplining him for 

participating in the riots / lessons to be learned from the situation in Baltimore / actions that the federal 

government could take to attack the root causes of poverty / Senator Ryan’s evolution and newfound 

commitment to fighting the war on poverty / the work of Mitt Romney’s father, George Romney, in the 

Nixon administration 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

05/10/15 Guests: former Governor Mike Huckabee (R-AK), Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Senator Bernie 

Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (2); Newt Gingrich, Republican Strategist (3); 

Stephanie Cutter, Democratic Strategist (3); John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (4); Susan Page, USA 

Today (4); Ron Fournier, National Journal (4); Mark Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (4) (5); 

Jarrett Bell, USA Today Sports (5) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Huckabee’s proposals for conquering terrorism / clarification that the United States 

is at war with radical Islam and jihadism, not Islam; plan for saving Social Security; reaction to criticism for 

his participation in infomercials for questionable products, particularly one for a diabetes cure not supported 

by the medical community   

 2) Topics include: what it means to be an independent Socialist / Senator Sanders’ choice to run as a 

Democrat in the Democratic primary process / opinion that he can beat Hillary Clinton / his decision to not 

have a Super PAC / reasons why he is a better choice than Mrs. Clinton 

 3) Topics include: how the 2016 election differs from the 2012 election for the Republicans / prediction that 

Hillary Clinton will be the Democratic nominee / lack of a substantial Democratic challenger at this time / 

role of Super PACs / advice for candidates hoping to win in 2016 / lessons to be learned for Democrats and 

Republicans from the recent elections in the United Kingdom / role of foreign policy in the upcoming 

election 

 4) Topics include: lack of a clear frontrunner for the Republicans / opinion that Mrs. Clinton is the 

“prohibitive favorite to be the Democratic nominee” / ethics problems facing former Arkansas Governor 

Huckabee / criticism of Mr. Huckabee for his handling of the question from Mr. Schieffer regarding the 

diabetes infomercial / the conservative Christian vote / potential Republican candidates Jeb Bush and Chris 

Christie / Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders 

 5) Topics include: last week’s report on “Deflate-gate” -- whether or not the New England Patriots 

deliberately deflated footballs they used against the Indianapolis Colts in the AFC Championship game in 

January 2015 – and speculation regarding the potential punishments to be levied against Tom Brady and the 

New England Patriots 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

05/17/15 Guests: Robert Sumwalt, National Transportation Safety Board (1); Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) (2); Robert 

Gates, former Secretary of Defense, author, “Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War” (3) (6); Governor Scott 

Walker (R-WI) (4); Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA), Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (7); David Ignatius, 

The Washington Post (7); Frank Rich, New York Magazine (7) 

 1) an interview with Mr. Sumwalt on the most recent developments in the investigation of the May 12th 

derailment of Amtrak 188 -- a train bound for New York City that derailed in the Port Richmond 

neighborhood of Philadelphia, killing 8 and injuring over 200 people 

 2) Topics include: possible role of speed in the derailment of Amtrak 188 / call to implement and deploy 

positive train control, technology that can override human error / possibility of a Congressional 

investigation into the derailment of Amtrak 188 

 3) a brief excerpt of Bob Schieffer’s interview with Mr. Gates, in which he expresses his poor opinion of 

the presidential candidates for their lack of finesse regarding foreign policy 

 4) Topics include: important role of foreign policy in the upcoming presidential election / criticism of 

President Obama’s foreign policy decisions / Governor Walker’s foreign policy credentials / questions 

regarding the Iraq war; Governor Walker’s statement declaring Ronald Reagan's ending of the 1981 air 

traffic controller strike as the most significant foreign policy decision to date; criticism of the negotiations 

with Iran over its nuclear capabilities; plan to announce whether or not he will be entering the presidential 

race by the end of June 

 5) Topics include: details on the weekend raid in Syria by US Special Forces, resulting in the death of a 

ISIS (ISIL) leader / the fight against ISIS (ISIL); June 1st release of five members of the Taliban, who were 

released from Gitmo as a prisoner exchange for Bowe Bergdahl last summer, from confinement in Qatar / 

belief that the prison facility at Guantanamo Bay (Gitmo) should remain open; support for the pending trade 

agreement in Congress 

 6) Topics include: nuclear deal with Iran; praise for Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State / controversy 

surrounding Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server when she was Secretary of State / questions 

surrounding foreign governments making donations to the Clinton Foundation while she was Secretary of 

State / question of Mr. Gates possibly voting for Mrs. Clinton for president; support for the trade pacts and 

President Obama’s position regarding them; suggestion regarding the role of U.S. troops in defeating ISIS 

(ISIL); level of dysfunction in Washington, DC 

 7) Topics include: former Governor Jeb Bush’s discomfort in answering questions regarding the Iraq War / 

Hillary Clinton’s avoidance of the press as she campaigns for the Democratic nomination / focus on foreign 

policy during this campaign / Republican field of candidates; recent events involving the police and black 

Americans / impact of the current state of race relations in America on the campaign; President Obama’s 

recent summit with Arab leaders; divisions within the Democratic Party regarding the trade agreements 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

05/24/15 Guests: Jericka Duncan, CBS News Correspondent (1); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent 

(2); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Representative Adam Schiff (D-

CA), Ranking Member, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (4); David Rohde, Reuters (5);  

Rajiv Chandrasekaran, author (5); Peter Arnett, author, “Saigon Has Fallen” (6); David Hume Kennerly, 

Politico (6); Bill Plante, CBS News Senior White House Correspondent (6); Laura Palmer, author, 

“Shrapnel in the Heart: Letters and Remembrances from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial” (6) 

 1) a report from Cleveland, OH on the current situation in that city after yesterday’s acquittal of Officer 

Michael Brelo in the shooting deaths of Malissa Williams and Timmy Russell 

 2) a report on the past week’s victories in Iraq and Syria by ISIS (ISIL) 

 3) Topics include: criticism of President Obama’s strategy against ISIS (ISIL) / call for more American 

troops on the ground; the deal with Iran to limit their nuclear capabilities; the Iraq War; thoughts on the 

current field of Republican candidates for president / questions surrounding Hillary Clinton’s 

accomplishments during her tenure as Secretary of State 

 4) Topics include: analysis of the current situations in Iraq and Syria / the war against ISIS (ISIL) / call for 

bringing the Sunnis into the Iraqi government and military / belief that ISIS (ISIL) poses a threat to 

America’s homeland security; failure of Congress to extend the Patriot Act, the National Security Agency’s 

(NSA) surveillance program 

 5) Topics include: ISIS (ISIL) as a threat to America’s national security / sense of discouragement amongst 

White House senior officials that President Obama’s strategy against ISIS (ISIL) is not working / what is 

needed from Iraq in order to strengthen the fight against ISIS (ISIL) 

 6) Topics include: how the Vietnam War changed as it progressed / role of photography in portraying the 

war / the fall of Saigon / reminisces of the war from each of the reporters participating in the roundtable 

discussion / impact of the war on each of the four panel members / lingering perception that the press 

somehow lost the Vietnam war for the United States / stringent restrictions now in place for covering 

combat / Mr. Kennerly’s work with then-President Gerald Ford / parallels between Vietnam and the current 

situation in Iraq / dangers of covering the Middle East, as compared to the relative safety of Vietnam / 

impact of the Vietnam war on the American consciousness 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

 

05/31/15 Guests: former Governor Jeb Bush (R-FL) (1); John Brennan, Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

(2); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (3); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (3); Peggy Noonan, 

The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (3); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (3) 

 1) Topics include: belief that the nation’s security will be in danger if National Security Agency (NSA) 

surveillance program -- the Patriot Act -- is allowed to expire; threat posed by ISIS (ISIL) / need for a 

strategy that is both military and political in Iraq / potential role of American troops in Iraq / call for better 

training of the Iraqi military / criticism of the Obama administration’s policy in the Middle East; reaction to 

accusations that Mr. Bush is violating campaign laws / Mr. Bush’s unwillingness to declare his candidacy 

for president; thoughts on immigration reform / opinion that President Obama’s executive actions on 

immigration are unconstitutional; raising the retirement age for Social Security; thoughts on the donations 

from foreign countries to the Clinton Foundation while Mrs. Clinton was Secretary of State; potential 

impact of his brother, former President George W. Bush, on Mr. Bush’s possible candidacy for president / 

difficulties faced by family members of a political candidate / promise of a forthcoming decision regarding 

his candidacy  

 2) Topics include: call for Congress to extend the Patriot Act, the National Security Agency’s (NSA) 

surveillance program / ramifications should the NSA’s resolution to collect information expire / belief that 

the nation’s security will be in danger if National Security Agency (NSA) surveillance program -- The 

Patriot Act -- is allowed to expire / terrorism continues to be the main threat to U.S. security / concern over 

the threat posed by ISIS (ISIL); current relationship with Israel; support for President Obama’s Middle East 

policy / gains made by ISIS (ISIL) in Iraq and Syria / what needs to be done to defeat ISIS (ISIL); 

negotiations to try to limit Iran’s nuclear power capabilities; June 1st release of five members of the Taliban, 

who were released from Gitmo as a prisoner exchange for Bowe Bergdahl last summer, from confinement 

in Qatar 

 3) Topics include: today’s Senate session, where members hope to deal with the looming deadline to extend 

the Patriot Act, the NSA’s surveillance program / the alternative USA Freedom Act, passed by the House of 

Representatives / Republican presidential candidate and Kentucky Senator Rand Paul’s opposition to the 

Patriot Act / ramifications should the NSA’s resolution to collect information expire; the “cavalcade of 

presidential candidates” / former Governor Jeb Bush’s position on immigration; how Hillary Clinton’s 

campaign will change after the announcement scheduled for June 13th, formally launching her candidacy / 

yesterday’s announcement from former Governor Martin O’Malley (D-MD) of his 2016 presidential bid 
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60 MINUTES 

 

05/03/15 “The Lesson of War” – a report on the effects of the ongoing conflict between Gaza and Israel upon the 

children who live amid the fighting, which began in 1947. Last summer, Israel and the Palestinians of Gaza 

led by Hamas, fought their bloodiest war since 1967. More than 500 children in Gaza died, and the child 

survivors of both sides are feeling scared, anxious, and withdrawn. Includes interviews with: Rachelle 

Fraenkel, mother of Naftali Fraenkel, 16-year-old Israeli boy who was kidnapped and shot by Palestinian 

terrorists; Scott Anderson, deputy director in Gaza of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency; Dr. Jim Gordon, 

psychiatrist assisting both sides of the conflict and founder and director of The Center for Mind-Body 

Medicine; Azar Jendia (through translator), child in Gaza; and Ahmed Karim Audha, Gaza civilian 

(translated by Scott Pelley). (C: Scott Pelley – P: Ashley Velie) 

 “All-American” – an interview / profile of "patriotic philanthropist" David Rubenstein, billionaire co-

founder of the Carlyle Group -- one of the world’s largest private equity firms, who is giving away most of 

his money to support the preservation of some of America's most iconic monuments and documents. Among 

his recipients: The Washington Monument; Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello; the Declaration of 

Independence; the Iwo Jima Memorial; and the National Zoological Park’s Giant Panda Habitat. Also 

includes interviews with: Warren Buffett, billionaire philanthropist and investor; and Jonathan Jarvis, 

director of the National Park Service; and comments from Bettie Rubenstein, David’s mother. (C: Morley 

Safer – P: Katy Textor) 

 “Whisky Island” – a report on the small island of Islay, in the Hebrides Islands off the coast of Scotland, 

where eight small distilleries produce some of the world's premium single-malt scotch whiskies. Includes 

interviews with: Jim McEwan, master distiller at Bruichladdich distillery; John Campbell, master distiller at 

Laphroaig distillery; and Ailsa Hayes, chemist at Laphroaig.  (C: Bob Simon, Steve Kroft - P: Harry A. 

Radliffe II, Vanessa Fica, Terry Manning) 

 The Mail - selected viewer comments about the segment “The Battle Above” (OAD: 04/26/15) 

 

05/10/15 “The Spy Among Us” – an interview / profile of Jack Barsky, a former spy for the Soviet Union’s KGB, 

assigned to the United States during the last years of the Cold War, with the aim of infiltrating President 

Jimmy Carter’s White House. Barsky, born Albrecht Dittrich in East Germany, was recruited by a Russian 

KGB agent. Failing at his original mission, he then worked at MetLife in IT, where he stole IBM source 

code for the Soviets. He also led a double life, with a wife and son in Germany and a wife and daughter in 

the United States. Recalled by the KGB in 1988, he made the decision to stay in the U.S. with his daughter. 

He lied to the KGB by telling them that he was dying of AIDS. He had another child, a son, and settled 

down with his family in Mount Bethel, Pennsylvania. The FBI started observing Barsky, and in May of 

1997 had gathered enough evidence to question him. After the interrogation, the FBI concluded that his spy 

days were over and that he would be most useful in supplying information as to how the KGB operated. He 

now lives in upstate New York as director of software development for an undisclosed company that 

manages New York’s high-voltage power grid. Also includes interviews with: Joe Reilly, former FBI agent; 

and Chelsea (last name not disclosed), Barsky’s daughter. (C: Steve Kroft – P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

 “Misty Copeland” – an interview / profile of Misty Copeland, a solo ballerina with American Ballet 

Theatre (ABT), and one of ballet’s few African-American stars. Copeland overcame an underprivileged 

childhood in Gardena, California and a potentially career-ending injury with six stress fractures in her tibia 

to become one of the top classical dancers in the country. In 2014 the commercial she starred in for Under 

Armour went viral, garnering almost eight million views online. Also includes interviews with: Cindy 

Bradley, ballet instructor; and Kevin McKenzie, American Ballet Theatre director. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: 

Patricia Shevlin) 

 Update: “Lumber Liquidators” (OAD: 03/01/15) 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

MAY 2015 

         Page 7 of 13 

 
60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

05/17/15 “A Monumental Project” – a report on the progress the construction and development of the National 

Museum of African-American History and Culture (NMAAHC) located on the National Mall in 

Washington D.C. and scheduled to open in 2016. Eighty years ago, the idea of the museum was authorized 

by Congress, but they failed to fund it. In 2003, President George W. Bush signed the law creating the 

museum and Congress contributed $250 million. Smithsonian conservationists have been working for years 

to restore artifacts resonating with slavery and the Civil Rights Movement. Includes interviews with: Lonnie 

Bunch, founding director of NMAAHC; Paul Gardullo, NMAAHC lead curator; Mary Elliott, NMAAHC 

curator; Nancy Bercaw, NMAAHC curator; Air Force Captain Matt Quy and his wife, Tina Quy; Ret. 

Lieutenant Colonel Leo Gray; and Carlos Bustamante, NMAAHC project manager. Also includes 

comments by NMAAHC curator Renee Anderson. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young) 

 “Child Suicide Bombers” – a report on child suicide bombers recruited by the Taliban in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan and how they have become one of the most effective weapons of terrorism. Afghan police have 

locked up child suicide bombers in prisons. In Pakistan, an unidentified psychologist working with the 

Pakistani army at a school called Sabaoon, is trying to rehabilitate some of the children trained into 

martyrdom by the Taliban. At Sabaoon, children partake in religious training about a moderate Islam, and 

once they renounce terrorism, they are released and monitored by school officials and authorities. Includes 

interviews with: Major General Asim Bajwa, Pakistani Army; unidentified man who claims to be a Taliban 

commander with ties to al Qaeda (through translator); an unidentified psychologist; and an unidentified boy 

who was a child suicide bomber (through translator). (C: Lara Logan – P: Tom Anderson) 

 “Falling Apart” – a report on the deteriorating condition of America’s infrastructure. Currently, roads and 

bridges are crumbling, airports are out of date, and seaports are in danger of becoming obsolete. Democrats 

and Republicans in Congress agree that something has to be done, but both sides have yet to come up with a 

way to raise capital. Includes interviews with: Ray LaHood, former U.S. Transportation Secretary; Andy 

Herrmann, former president of the American Society of Civil Engineers; Ed Rendell, former Governor of 

Pennsylvania; Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR); and Joe Boardman, Amtrak President and CEO. (C: Steve 

Kroft – P: James Jacoby, Michael Karzis, Maria Gavrilovic) (OAD: 11/23/14 - includes an update) 

 

 

05/24/15 PREEMPTED FOR 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “War Stories” 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

05/31/15 “The Cleveland Division” – a report on the division between the police and the public in the city of 

Cleveland, Ohio. The Cleveland Police Department is under investigation by the Justice Department for 

widespread use of excessive force. Protesters echoed this notion after the recent killing of twelve-year-old 

Tamir Rice, who was shot and killed by a rookie Cleveland police officer. The city’s chief of police, Calvin 

Williams, is attempting to reform the department. Includes interview with: Cleveland Police Chief Calvin 

Williams; Cleveland officers Shane Bauhof and Eric Newton; Cassandra and Joell Anderson, the mother 

and brother of Tanisha Anderson, a mentally ill woman who died after the use of excessive force by police 

in an attempt to take her to a hospital. Also includes comments by Cleveland residents Brandon McCruel 

and John Eberhard Jr. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Michael Radutzky, Guy Campanile, Andrew Bast) (OAD: 

01/25/15 - includes an update) 

 “Water” – a report on the depletion of groundwater across the globe, as the aquifers that supply irrigation 

water for the world’s agriculture are being drained -- focusing on the Central Valley of California, entering 

its fourth year of a record-breaking drought. NASA satellite technology called GRACE (gravity recovery 

and climate experiment) has proven that there are substantial amounts of water reduction in major food-

producing regions of the world. Includes interviews with: Jay Famiglietti, earth sciences professor at 

University of California, Irvine; Steve Arthur, Vice President of Arthur & Orum Well Drilling; Claudia 

Faunt, hydrologist at U.S. Geological Survey; Mike Watkins, head of the science division at NASA’s Jet 

Propulsion Laboratory; and Mike Markus, general manager of the Orange County Water District. (C: Lesley 

Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein, Jennie Held) (OAD: 11/16/14 - includes an update) 

 “Who is Larry David?” – an interview / profile of Emmy-winning comedian and television star Larry 

David, known for co-creating the popular sitcom, “Seinfeld” and  creating and starring in HBO’s “Curb 

Your Enthusiasm”.  David talks about his childhood in Brooklyn, his legacy, and the Broadway play he 

wrote and currently stars in, “Fish in the Dark”.   Also includes an interview with: Anna Shapiro, director of 

“Fish in the Dark”. (C: Charlie Rose - P: David Browning, Tanya Simon, Nichole Marks) (OAD: 03/01/15 - 

includes an update) 
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48 HOURS 

 

05/02/15 48 HOURS: “A Vision of Murder” - an investigation into the 2010 death of Kelly Brennan, and her friend 

Sheila Trott’s dream in which she perceived Brennan to be in danger. Brennan was later found bludgeoned 

to death near Mark’s Landing in Indiatlantic, Florida and Trott was subsequently arrested for her murder. 

To some, Trott is a clairvoyant who was able to provide information to help the police; to others, she is a 

killer. The investigation uncovered an alleged love triangle between Trott, Brennan and Trott’s estranged 

husband, Dan Trott. Trott says she encouraged the match to free herself from a bad marriage; prosecutors 

believe the relationship led to murder. Prosecutors say Trott spoke about the dream to her mother and her 

sons, making statements that she had hurt someone -- basically confessing to the crime, as her mother 

related in a 911call to police. Four-and-a-half years later, Sheila Trott remains behind bars, awaiting trial. 

Though the case is admittedly circumstantial, prosecutors believe they have a strong case. As the trial is 

scheduled to begin, Trott has her own problems. Her lawyer has been disbarred and she must rely on a 

public defender. They plan to point the finger at Dan Trott. In 2014, as the trial progresses, her two sons 

take the stand against her -- testifying for the prosecution.  Sheila Trott then had a new defense - her dream 

was really an eyewitness account of what had really happened to Kelly. Her attorneys make no mention of 

this, but try to pick apart the State’s case, pointing the finger at Kelly’s jealous husband, Gino Rallo. The 

jurors reach a verdict: Sheila Trott is guilty of first-degree, premeditated murder. On-screen text graphic: 

Creighton and Graham Trott recently visited their mother in prison. They told 48 HOURS “...We 

unequivocally believe in our mother’s innocence and stand by her.” Interviewed: John Copola (Brevard 

County Sheriff’s Department); Lou Iervasi (friend of Kelly Brennan); Sheila Trott; Margaret Byers (Sheila 

Trott’s mother); Major Tod Goodyear (lead investigator); Alison Bartlett (friend of Sheila Trott); Samantha 

Barrett and Jim McMaster (prosecutors); Todd Deratany (former defense attorney). (C: Peter Van Sant - P: 

Taigi Smith, Clare Friedland, Michelle Feuer, Alicia Tejada) 

 

05/09/15 48 HOURS: “Father and Son: The Verdict” - a followup to “Father and Son” (OAD: 04/12/14), a report 

about the 2011 death of Uta Von Schwedler, and her son Pelle Wall’s efforts to prove that his father, 

pediatrician Dr. Johnny Wall, was responsible for her death. Von Schwedler, a university research scientist, 

was found dead in the bathtub of her Salt Lake City, Utah home by her boyfriend Nils Abramson. The cause 

of death was listed as “undetermined”, leaving open the possibility of suicide. Investigation revealed long-

standing issues between the divorced couple. Pelle Wall believed his father to be responsible and was 

determined to prove it. He risked everything, including his relationship with his father and future financial 

security, by filing a wrongful death suit against his father. This caused the authorities to re-examine the 

case. Dr. Wall was charged with murder. The trial began in February 2015.  DNA results did nothing to 

clarify things and the trial became a battle of expert witnesses, with the defense suggesting Nils Abramson 

was responsible. Although Johnny Wall did not testify in his defense, it was ultimately his own words, in an 

interview with police, which led to his conviction. Original on-screen text graphic: Johnny Wall is expected 

to stand trial for murder by the end of 2014. Tomorrow, April 13th, is Uta Von Schwedler’s birthday. On-

screen text graphic for the 05/09/15 followup: Just a week before her death Uta Von Schwedler had made 

a breakthrough in childhood leukemia. Johnny Wall is scheduled for sentencing in July. Interviewed: Pelle 

Wall; Klaus Fiebig (family friend); Heidi Schubert and Orly Ardon (friends of Uta Von Schwedler); Wendy 

Wall (Johnny Wall’s sister); Fred Metos (defense attorney); Nils Abramson (Von Schwedler’s boyfriend); 

Amy Oglesby (Pelle Wall’s family friend). (C: Susan Spencer – P: Marcelena Spencer, Josh Gelman, Aimee 

deSimone, Avi Cohen) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

05/16/15 48 HOURS: “Janet’s Secret” - a report on the murder of Janet Walsh and the 34-year search to find her 

killer, as new forensics technology allows detectives to re-examine evidence left from the initial 

investigation into the death of the Monaca, Pennsylvania woman in 1979. In a case which confounded 

investigators from the start, 23-year-old Janet, who had recently separated from her husband, Scott Walsh, 

was found dead in her bedroom after a night out dancing. Investigation led to a long list of suspects: (1) her 

husband Scott Walsh; (2) Robert McGrail, a man she met dancing; (3) Ron Ciccozzi, her boss; (4) an 

unidentified man; (5) Victor Ciccozzi (says he dated her/ no relation to Ron); and (6) Scott Hopkins, a 

secret lover. The case turned cold; no one was ever arrested. In 2011, a cold case unit took a second look at 

the case. They re-interviewed the suspects and using technology not available at the time, they were able to 

identify DNA from the sheets, nightgown and bathrobe tie. Police and prosecutors eliminated everyone 

except Scott Hopkins, an influential retired businessman/politician. In 2012, Hopkins was arrested. At trial, 

the prosecution used the DNA evidence to define the case, even calling celebrity forensic pathologist Cyril 

Wecht to testify. The defense countered with an expert of their own, but in the end, Hopkins was convicted 

of third-degree murder. On-screen text graphic: Hopkins is appealing his conviction based on several 

arguments. Among them: science cannot determine the time a DNA sample is left at the crime scene. 

Interviewed: Andy Gall (Assistant Chief of Detectives, Beaver County District Attorney’s Office/ original 

investigator); Francesco Caltieri (Janet Walsh’s brother); Brittany Smith and Frank Martucci (prosecutors); 

Rich Matas (Pennsylvania State Trooper); Sue Niedergal (friend of Janet); Scott Walsh (husband); Robert 

McGrail (suspect); Rocco Demailo (cold case detective); Scott Hopkins; Larry and Georgeann Musgrave 

(Hopkins’ friends); Karen Hopkins (Hopkins’ third wife); Chad Bowers (Hopkins’ defense attorney); Dr. 

Cyril Wecht (forensic pathologist); and Dr. Mark Perlin (defense expert). (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Susan 

Mallie) 

 

05/23/15 48 HOURS PRESENTS: “Cal Harris: Deadlocked” - a followup to “A Time to Kill” (OAD: 06/24/08), 

updated (02/13/10). A review of the case against Cal Harris, whom prosecutors in Northern New York 

believe is guilty of killing his estranged wife, Michele, to preserve his fortune. This followup report 

includes the first interview with Cal Harris. Twice, he has been tried and found guilty, and twice those 

convictions have been overturned. Harris has claimed that Michele did not return home on September 11, 

2001. He denied any involvement in her disappearance and suggested to investigators that they take a closer 

look at her personal life. Investigation discovered she was involved with two different men, both of whom 

had seen her on the night she disappeared. Two days after the initial search, blood specks were found in the 

home, making it a potential crime scene. Focus shifted to Cal, and in 2005, without a body or a murder 

weapon, Harris was arrested for his wife’s murder. He was tried and convicted in 2007, but while awaiting 

his sentencing, a new witness emerged, and the conviction was overturned. In 2009, a jury reached the same 

verdict. The case was overturned on appeal. In February 2015, Harris went on trial for the third time, but 

not in Tioga County where he lives, but in Schohane, NY, with a new defense team, a new prosecutor, a 

new judge and new rules. Despite all this, after 12 days of deliberation, the judge was forced to declare a 

mistrial. Harris is out on bail, but his future is far from certain. On-screen text graphic: Lawyers are 

scheduled to meet in August to set a date for a fourth trial. Interviewed: Cal Harris and his children: Cayla 

Harris, Taylor Harris, Jenna Harris, Tanner Harris; Barb Thayer (nanny); Nikki Burdick (Michele’s friend); 

Cindy and Tom Turner (friends of the couple); Greg and Shannon Taylor (Michele’s brother and sister-in-

law); Bruce Barket and Donna Aldea (Harris’ attorneys); Sue Mulvey (NY State Police senior investigator); 

Mike Myers and Mike Young (investigators); Steve Anderson (NY State Police forensic specialist); Brian 

Earley (boyfriend of Michele Harris); Kevin O’Hara (Cal Harris’ friend); Jerry Keene (DA, Tioga County); 

Kevin Tubbs (local farmer); Kirk Martin (District Attorney). (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Lisa Freed, Ruth 

Chenetz, Marc B. Goldbaum, Anthony Venditti) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

 

05/26/15 48 HOURS: “Kiss of Death and the Google Exec” (10:00 – 11:00p) - an updated rebroadcast about the 

investigation into the 2013 drug-related death of Google executive Forrest Hayes and an investigation of 

Alix Tichelman, the woman charged with killing him, whose ex-boyfriend also died of a  lethal overdose. 

Hayes, a successful, wealthy, married Santa Cruz, California technology genius was found dead from a 

heroin overdose aboard his 46-foot yacht. The yacht had been outfitted with a sophisticated security system, 

which eventually led investigators to Alix Tichelman, a young woman with whom he had a secret liaison 

aboard the yacht. Hayes and Tichelman met on an online dating service known for connecting wealthy men 

with women looking to be spoiled. The video footage recorded Tichelman injecting Hayes, cleaning up the 

scene and stepping over him to leave. At issue is whether Tichelman knew Hayes was in distress when she 

left, as police maintain, or if his death was accidental, as public defenders representing Tichelman claim. 

Tichelman led a troubled life which included eating disorders, drugs, and specialized schools. Investigators 

learned that just months before Hayes’ death, Tichelman’s then-boyfriend, Dean Riopelle, an Atlanta night 

club owner, also died from a heroin overdose. After an elaborate sting, Tichelman was arrested for the death 

of Forrest Hayes. Riopelle’s death, originally classified as accidental, is being given a second look by 

Georgia authorities. UPDATE: On May 19, 2015, after nearly a year in jail, and now clean and sober, 

Tichelman pleads guilty to involuntary manslaughter as well as lesser charges and is sentenced to six 

years in the local jail, but with credit served, she will likely serve just over two years. Then, a 

bombshell from the prosecution: the Hayes family told them they never wanted Alix Tichelman 

charged and would have been happy if the case had been dismissed. They never wanted the video 

from the yacht from the incident and the previous six months to be made public, as the public 

defenders has been requesting for months. On-screen text graphic for the 05/26/15 updated 

rebroadcast: Alix Tichelman is expected to be released July 1, 2017. She will be 29 years old.  On-

screen text graphic: Alix Tichelman pleaded not guilty to manslaughter in the death of Forrest Hayes, and 

pleaded not guilty to prostitution and drug charges. Tichelman’s next court appearance is on February 23, 

2015. If convicted of manslaughter, Tichelman could face a maximum of fifteen years in prison. 

Interviewed: Stephen Baxter (Santa Cruz Sentinel/48 HOURS Consultant); Michael Daly (Daily Beast 

investigative reporter/48 HOURS Consultant); Steve Clark (Santa Cruz Deputy Police Chief); Brandon 

Wade (“Seeking Arrangement” dating website owner); Chad Cornell (Tichelman’s boyfriend); Ashley Kent 

(dorm mate at the Hyde School); Khristina Brocker (Dean Riopelle’s former assistant); Jerry Christense and 

Larry Biggam (Tichelman’s public defenders); Alex (no last name/schoolmate); Todd (no last name/friend 

of Riopelle’s) (C: Maureen Maher - P: Allen Alter, Patti Aronofsky, Elena DiFiore; Producers for the 

05/26/15 rebroadcast: Allen Alter, Patti Aronofsky, Alec Sirken, Elena DiFiore) (OAD: 01/24/15) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

 

05/30/15 48 HOURS: “Last Chance for Freedom” - a followup to “Reasonable Doubt” (OAD: 11/01/99), and its 

retitled rebroadcast, which included an update, “Impossible Mission” (OAD: 07/10/00). This followup 

continues the report on Crosley Green, who in 1990, despite his claims of innocence, was convicted of the 

murder of Charles “Chip” Flynn in a Titusville, Florida orange grove and sentenced to death. Green has 

spent the last 26 years, with help from lawyers and private investigators, trying to prove his innocence. This 

report reveals new evidence that suggests Crosley Green is innocent. At the time of the murder, Green was a 

small-time drug dealer who said he was two miles away when Flynn was killed. Green was arrested after 

Flynn’s former girlfriend, Kim Hallock, told police that she and Flynn had been carjacked by a black man 

with a gun and driven to a remote orange grove. Flynn was killed, but Hallock escaped. She identified 

Green from a picture photo lineup. Green’s state appeals -- nine of them -- are now exhausted, but his 

current attorneys Keith Harrison, Bob Rhoad and Jeane Thomas, along with an original private investigator 

Joe Moura (now a 48 HOURS consultant) have one last hope: federal court. They believe they have enough 

evidence that the conviction is part of a distinct pattern and practice of government misconduct in Brevard 

County. Three other men, Bill Dillion, Juan Ramos, and Wilton Dedge have had their convictions 

overturned; two of them were prosecuted by Christopher White. Green’s attorneys believe that what makes 

this case different is a mountain of evidence that demonstrates Crosley Green in actually innocent. At the 

heart of their case are notes from Assistant State’s Attorney Christopher White’s meeting with officers Mark 

Rixey and Diane Clarke (who speak to 48 HOURS for the first time). Green’s lawyer says that their notes 

say they think the girl (former girlfriend Kim Hallock) killed Flynn. White is asked about the possibility that 

Flynn’s death was a result of something other than intentional murder. He says he believes the judicial 

system worked. On-screen text graphic: The Florida Attorney General’s Office is fighting to uphold 

Crosley Green’s conviction. They say Green failed to meet a filing deadline for his appeal. Interviewed: 

Crosley Green; Keith Harrison, Bob Rhoad, Jeane Thomas (Green’s attorneys); Tim Curtis (bodyshop 

owner/friend of Chip Flynn); Joe Moura (private investigator/48 HOURS Consultant); Sheila Green (sister); 

Lisa DiMeo (criminologist); Mark Rixey and Diane Clarke (Brevard County officers); Christopher White 

(prosecutor); Bill Dillion (falsely convicted); Mike Pirolo (Dillion attorney); Wilton Dedge (falsely 

convicted). (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman, Doug Longhini) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 

 

05/10/15 SPECIAL EDITION of “60 MINUTES” (8:00 - 9:00p) 

 “An Unlikely Informant” – a report on Michael Blutrich, a white collar criminal turned undercover 

informant. Blutrich was a lawyer and owned the Scores strip club in New York City, where he was being 

extorted by the Mob. He opened Scores with money he’d stolen with partners from the National Heritage 

Life Insurance Company in Florida -- theft totaling four hundred and forty million dollars. To avoid 

anticipated punishment, Blutrich cooperated with the FBI to gather evidence against the Mob. According to 

authorities, Blutrich recorded about one thousand hours of conversations with mobsters, which led to the 

indictments of many Mafia members in 1998 including John Gotti Junior, whom the FBI considered the 

acting boss of the Gambino crime family. Blutrich served no jail time for racketeering, tax evasion, and 

receipt of obscene materials in New York; but in Florida he served thirteen years in prison for insurance 

fraud. Also includes interviews with: Stephen Sergio, alleged associate of the Gambino crime family; Joe 

Judge, former FBI investigator; Judy Hunt, former Assistant U.S. Attorney; Bill Ready, New York FBI 

agent; and Art Leach, former prosecutor. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Deirdre Cohen, Sarah Koch) 

 “The Unknown America” – an interview with famed deep sea explorer Robert Ballard as he works on his 

next project, “The Unknown America”. Ballard, credited with discovering the wreck of the Titanic, is 

currently exploring U.S. territorial waters with a keen interest in war wreckage. Aboard the Nautilus, a 

state-of-the-art ship for deep sea exploration, Ballard is mapping the journey and working with the Okeanos 

Explorer ship, operated by NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Also includes an 

interview with Larry Mayer, director of the Center for Coastal and Ocean Mapping at the University of New 

Hampshire. (C: Lara Logan – P: Max McClellan) 

 “The King of CrossFit” – an interview / profile of Greg Glassman, the creator of the CrossFit workout, a 

physical fitness program that mixes elements of weightlifting, calisthenics, and gymnastics. CrossFit has 

become the largest chain of gyms in history and a leading athletic brand through their partnership with 

Reebok. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Keith Sharman) 

 

05/24/15 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “War Stories” 

 “Ending America’s Longest War” – a report on the end of America’s combat involvement in the ongoing 

war in Afghanistan. The Afghan military has been trained and equipped by the U.S. to combat the likes of al 

Qaeda and the Taliban. However, Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani is unsure about the hard deadline 

set by President Obama to end the U.S. mission in December 2016. Includes interviews with: U.S. General 

John Campbell; Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai, Afghanistan President; and comments (through a translator) by 

Qari Abdullah, Taliban fighter. (C: Lara Logan – P: Max McClellan, Jeff Newton) (OAD: 01/04/15 on 60 

MINUTES) 

 “Coming Home” – a report on the former members of Golf Company, 2nd Battalion of the 8th Marines, a 

US Marines unit which suffered high casualties in the Afghanistan War. Five years after the first segment 

“Golf Company” (OAD: 10/11/09), the men held their annual reunion in Washington, D.C., where they 

visited the graves of their fallen comrades at Arlington National Cemetery. For some of the veterans the war 

was a defining, motivating experience, while others are struggling with post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD) and other effects from going to battle. Includes interviews with Golf Company veterans: Lance 

Corporal Jonathan Quiceno; Corporal Rory Hamill; Colonel Christian Cabaniss; Second Lieutenant Dan 

O’Hara; and Devin Jones.  Also includes an excerpt of First Sergeant Robert Pullen calling the roll of the 

dead in 2009.  (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) (OAD: 03/08/15 on 60 MINUTES) 

 “A Forgotten Corner of Hell” – a report on the BentProp Project, a group of volunteers who use modern 

technology to locate the remains of U.S. airmen declared missing in action in the waters off Palau, a South 

Pacific island nation and site of many World War II. This report focuses on the search and eventual 

recovery of the remains of crew members of the B-24 Liberator bomber number 453, which disappeared in 

September 1944. Includes interviews with: Dr. Pat Scannon, founder of BentProp Project; and Casey Doyle, 

U.S. Marine and BentProp volunteer. Also includes comments by: Jo Schumacher, niece of an MIA soldier 

from WWII; and Eric Terrill, scientist with Scripps Institution of Oceanography. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: 

David Schneider, Joyce Gesundheit) (OAD: 11/23/14 on 60 MINUTES) 

 

* * * * * 


