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FACE THE NATION 

 

09/05/21 Guests: Dr. Anthony Fauci, chief medical adviser to President Biden, director, National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (1); Governor Phil Murphy (D-NJ) (2); Jessie Mitchell, CBS News reporter (3); Cynthia Lee 

Sheng, president, Jefferson Parish, LA (4); Representative Veronica Escobar (D-TX) (5); Charlie D’Agata, CBS 

News senior foreign correspondent (6); Sue Gordon, former principal deputy director of National Intelligence (7); 

David Martin, CBS News national security correspondent (8) 

  Guest Moderator: Weijia Jiang, CBS News senior White House correspondent 

1) Topics include: Biden administration’s plan to start administering COVID booster shots on September 20 th / mix 

and match studies regarding the three different vaccines / increase in hospitalization rates for children and teenagers 

/ Delta variant / Mu variant 

2) Topics include: reaction to the criticism of his decision not to require school staff to show proof of vaccination or 

submit to coronavirus testing until October; recovery from Hurricane Ida / federal assistance / need for New Jersey 

to update its storm response playbook / call on Congress to act on the infrastructure bill 

3) a report from Louisiana on the conditions there, after Hurricane Ida made landfall last Sunday 

4) Topics include: dangers facing Jefferson Parish after the storm / her meeting with President Biden / asking 

evacuees not to return, due to critical infrastructure problems 

5) Topics include: criticism of Texas’ anti-abortion law, now the strictest in the country / Biden administration’s 

support in the fight for women’s healthcare / her tweet, calling for expanding the Supreme Court and abolishing the 

filibuster / problems associated with how the law is written, such as outsourcing its enforcement to private citizens / 

finding common ground with constituents who support the law 

6) a report from Doha, Qatar on the situation in Afghanistan, as the Taliban works to secure its leadership to govern 

the country 

7) Topics include: belief that from a counterterrorism perspective, the United States is safer / benefits of intelligence 

secured by having a regional presence / President Biden’s July phone call with former Afghan President Ashraf 

Ghani 

8) 9/11: View From The Pentagon: Reporter’s Notebook: days before the 20th anniversary of 9/11, the terrorist 

attack that started the war in Afghanistan, a look back at the stories presented by David Martin and his long-time 

producer, Mary Walsh 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

09/12/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA 

commissioner, author, Uncontrolled Spread: Why COVID-19 Crushed Us and How We Can Defeat the Next 

Pandemic (2); Charlie D’Agata, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (3); Representative Adam Kinzinger (R-

IL) (4); Holly Williams, CBS News foreign correspondent (5); Michael Morell, former acting and deputy CIA 

director, CBS News senior national security contributor (6); Alberto Carvalho, superintendent, Miami-Dade County 

public schools, FL (7); Dr. James Versalovic, interim pediatrician-in-chief, Texas Children’s Hospital (8) 

1) a report from Atlanta on the impact of COVID on children, as more return to school -- some in states that have 

banned or restricted school masking mandates 

2) Topics include: President Biden’s vaccine mandate / feasibility of businesses implementing weekly testing / 

timeline of authorizing COVID vaccines for children ages 5 to 11 / vaccine booster shots / expectation that COVID 

vaccines will eventually be included in the childhood immunization schedule  

3) a report from Islamabad, Pakistan on the impact of the withdrawal from Afghanistan on the United States, 

specifically regarding intelligence matters 

4) Topics include: ‘over the horizon capability’ / withdrawal from Afghanistan; this coming Saturday’s rally 

supporting those arrested for the January 6th attack on the Capitol / call for Republicans to speak out against 

domestic terrorism; President Biden’s vaccine mandate / Republican opposition 

5) a report from Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on how that country is fighting extremism 

6) Topics include: intelligence work needed to keep al Qaeda at bay / threats facing the United States / ‘over the 

horizon’ capability / articles in The New York Times and The Washington Post raising questions about the drone 

strike targeting ISIS members / how the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan inspired jihadists 

7) Topics include: his opposition to the Florida governor’s ban on mask mandates / high coronavirus positivity rate 

in the community / Florida’s legal restrictions against mandating vaccines / death of 13 school personnel from 

COVID in the Miami-Dade district / President Biden’s mask mandate 

8) Topics include: record numbers of cases and children hospitalized during the Delta variant surge / support for the 

availability of a vaccine for children ages 5 to 11 / importance of timely testing and diagnosis in children / spike of 

MIS-C cases in children after their COVID infection 

 

09/19/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Dr. Francis Collins, director, 

National Institute of Health (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (3); David Martin, CBS News senior national 

security correspondent (4); Scott Kirby, CEO, United Airlines (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner, 

author, Uncontrolled Spread: Why COVID-19 Crushed Us and How We Can Defeat the Next Pandemic (6) 

1) a report from Orlando on the current state of the COVID pandemic across America, as infections continue to rise 

2) Topics include: FDA advisory panel’s decision against widespread booster shots for adults / belief that a decision 

to extend boosters beyond what was just approved will happen / vaccines for children under five; this week’s U.N. 

General Assembly as a possible super spreader event 

3) Topics include: news that the U.S. military killed 7 children and 3 adults in last month’s drone strike / Biden 

administration’s ‘over the horizon’ policy; 3.5 trillion-dollar spending bill / immigration reform / lowering 

prescription drugs / reconciliation package 

4) Topics include: details behind last month’s U.S. military drone strike that killed 10 civilians / tracking al Qaeda 

member’s return to Afghanistan 

5) Topics include: United Airlines’ vaccine mandate, resulting in a 90% employee vaccination rate / Delta variant’s 

impact on travel / Biden administration’s travel restrictions; support for the airport funding included in the 1.2 

trillion-dollar infrastructure plan / support for the climate change provisions included in the 5.5 trillion-dollar 

spending bill 

6) Topics include: mistakes made during the early stages of the coronavirus pandemic / need to view pandemics as a 

national security threat / origins of COVID / coronavirus booster shots / Republican’s use of the civil liberties 

argument against vaccinations and masks / criticism of the governor of South Dakota’s handling of the pandemic / 

Dr. Gottlieb’s role in the Trump administration / White House’s interference with the CDC’s initial recommendation 

of 10 feet of distance between people / mistakes made by the Trump administration 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

09/26/21 Guests: Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director, Centers for Disease Control (CDC) (1); Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) (2); 

Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) (3); John Dickerson, CBS News chief political analyst (4); Scott Morrison, 

prime minister, Australia (5); Recep Tayyip Erdogan, president, Turkey (6)    

1) Topics include: who is considered high risk, making them eligible for a coronavirus booster shot / risk, benefit, 

and safety profiles of people who have gotten a third dose of the vaccine / crisis levels of care in some states / 

infections among children / advice for Halloween 

2) Topics include: collapse of the bipartisan push for police reform; treatment of Haitian migrants at the border 

3) Topics include: reaction to claims made about police reform during Senator Scott’s appearance; paying for the 3.5 

trillion-dollar spending bill with taxes on the wealthiest and the largest corporations / disagreements within the 

Democratic Party; disappointment that the Biden administration is keeping the Trump administration’s pandemic era 

immigration policies 

4) Topics include: solving the disagreements within the Democratic Party / poll results indicating that President 

Biden’s numbers are down with the groups who helped get him elected / ‘paradox in the presidency’ 

5) Topics include: threat from China / U.S. defense partnership with Australia to provide them with nuclear-powered 

submarines, at the expense of U.S. ally France / Australia’s current relationship with China / France’s reaction to the 

deal the United States brokered with Australia; Australia’s COVID protocols 

6) Topics include: working with the new Taliban government in Afghanistan / human rights abuses in Turkey / 

President Erdogan’s 2017 visit to Washington 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

09/05/21 “The Last Pandemic” – a report on the Pentagon-funded Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), 

which has overseen a range of medical innovations. The agency is pursuing advancements in rapid vaccine 

development meant to diminish the possibility of another future pandemic. Includes interviews with Dr. Matt Hepburn, 

a retired Colonel who worked with DARPA; Dr. Joel Moncur, a Colonel who directs the Joint Pathology Institute in 

Washington, D.C.; Dr. James Crowe, an infectious disease doctor at Vanderbilt University; and Dr. Kayvon 

Modjarrad, the Army’s doctor. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Sam Hornblower) (OAD: 04/11/21) 

 “The Ritchie Boys” – a report on the Ritchie Boys, a secret U.S. intelligence unit from World War II. Many members 

of the unit were German-born Jews, who were rigorously trained to gather information before they were sent back to 

Europe to assist with the Allied effort to defeat Nazism. Living members of the Ritchie Boys discuss the role they 

played in helping to end the war. Includes interviews with Guy Stern, Paul Fairbrook, and Victor Brombert, former 

members of the Ritchie Boys; and David Frey, a professor of history and director of the Center for Holocaust Studies 

at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Katherine Davis) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

(OAD: 05/09/21) 

 

09/12/21 54th Season Premiere 

“9.11: The FDNY” – a report on the 9/11 terrorist attacks and its impact on the Fire Department of New York. 

Firefighters who were at Ground Zero on that day discuss the tragedy and recall fallen colleagues. Includes interviews 

with Joe Pfeifer, Chief of Counterterrorism; Sal Cassano, fire Commissioner; Peter Hayden, Chief of Department; 

Dan Nigro, FDNY Commissioner; John Peruggia, EMS Division Chief; John Sudnik, Chief of Department; Regina 

Wilson, Jeff Coniglio, Jamie Efthimiades, James McGlynn and Bob Bacon, firefighters who were there that day; 

Captain Peter Ganci III and Battalion Chief Chris Ganci, sons of the late chief of department Peter Ganci; Josephine 

Smith, a firefighter whose late father Kevin Smith passed away on 9/11; John Palombo and Tommy Palombo, both 

firefighters whose father Frank Palombo passed on 9/11; and Mike Florio, a firefighter whose father John Florio 

passed on 9/11. (C: Scott Pelly – P: Maria Gavrilovic) THIS SEGMENT RUNS THE FULL HOUR. 

 

09/19/21  PREEMPTED 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

09/26/21 “Take the Fight to the Night” – a report on the new technology aiding California firefighters. Using the Quick 

Reaction Force computer controlled helicopters, they have adapted to combat the deadly wildfires at night. Includes 

interviews with Brian Fennessy, Orange County Fire Chief; Wayne Coulson, CEO of Coulson Aviation; Joel Lane, 

Orange County Air Attack Officer; and Britt Coulson, Wayne Coulson’s son who works on technology at Coulson 

Aviation. (See also: “The Age Of Mega-Fires”, OAD: 10/21/07; “In the Path of Fire”, OAD: 05/28/17; and “Paradise 

Lost”, OAD: 12/02/18) (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Heather Abbott) 

“Rep. Liz Cheney” – a profile of Representative Liz Cheney. The Republican congresswoman from Wyoming 

discusses her criticism of Donald Trump and its possible impact on her re-election, as well as her role as vice chair on 

the House Select Committee investigation of the January 6th attack on the Capitol. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Richard Bonin) 

“King of the Deep” – a profile of Alexey Molchanov. The Russian free diver is a 24-time world champion and 

promoter of the extreme sport. Includes interviews with Arnaud Jerald and Camila Jaber, friends and competitors of 

Molchanov. (See also: “Free Diving”, OAD: 01/13/13, 1st rebroadcast: 08/18/13, 2nd rebroadcast: 12/01/13 and “The 

Deepest Dive”, OAD: 03/06/13 on 60 MINUTES SPORTS on SHOWTIME) (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Ashley Velie) 

 

48 HOURS 

 

09/01/21 48 HOURS: “The Secrets of Chad Daybell’s Backyard” (10:00 – 11:00p) – an update on the ongoing cases 

against Chad Daybell and his new wife, Lori Vallow Daybell. Chad and Lori were charged in May 2021 with 

murdering her children, 7-year-old JJ Vallow and 16-year-old Tylee Ryan, who disappeared in September 2019. In 

June 2020, their bodies were found in shallow graves on Chad Daybell’s property, just outside of Rexburg, ID. 

Additionally, prosecutors in Arizona have charged Lori with conspiring with her now-deceased brother Alex Cox, to 

kill Charles Vallow, her estranged husband in July 2019; and in Idaho, Chad and Lori have been charged with 

conspiring to murder Tammy Daybell, Chad’s wife, who died in October 2019.  Lori and Chad were scheduled to be 

tried together, but just after the murder charges were announced, Lori’s case was put on hold. A judge ruled Lori 

incompetent to stand trial while she undergoes mental health treatment. In August 2021, the State of Idaho 

announced it will seek the death penalty against Chad Daybell, who has plead not guilty to all counts. This broadcast 

includes the first television interview together of all five of Tammy and Chad Daybell’s children: Emma, Mark, 

Leah, Seth and Garth, who defend their father, continue to maintain his innocence, and share their theory that he was 

framed by Lori and Alex. On-screen text graphic: Tylee would have turned 19 later this month. JJ would now be 9 

years old. Chad Daybell’s trial is scheduled to start in November, 2021. Interviewed: Morgan Loew, investigative 

reporter, CBS News consultant; April Raymond, Lori Vallow’s friend; Vaisia Itaaehau, Tylee Ryan’s friend; Mark, 

Leah, Seth, Garth and Emma - Chad and Tammy Daybell’s children. (See also: 48 HOURS: “The Missing Children 

of Lori Vallow Daybell”, OAD: 05/16/20 and 48 HOURS: “The Final Days of JJ and Tylee”, OAD: 10/03/20; 1st 

Rebroadcast: 05/29/21 - a follow-up to “The Missing Children of Lori Vallow Daybell”) (C: Jonathan Vigliotti – P: 

Liza Finley, Ruth Chenetz, Richard Fetzer) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

09/04/21 48 HOURS: "The Suspicious Death of Christian Andreacchio" (9:00 - 10:00p) – a report on the conflicting 

accounts of one young man’s death. On February 26th, 2014, Dylan Swearingen called 911 to report the death of his 

friend, Christian Andreacchio, in Meridian, MS. A police investigation concluded it was a suicide. However, 

Christian’s parents disputed this as they had never seen suicidal tendencies from him. They suspected Dylan and 

Whitley Goodman, Christian’s girlfriend, were involved. Four months later, new chief of police Benny Dubose 

noted issues with the investigation: police had spent just 45 minutes at the crime scene and taken photos there on 

cell phones; blood spatter associated with gunshots and fingerprints from Christian’s gun had been cleaned up. 

Investigators also ignored that earlier in the day, Dylan was seen at a credit union attempting to withdraw all of 

Christian’s funds. Dubose tasked Captain Jay Arrington to re-examine the case. Arrington determined that 

Christian’s body had been moved and his time of death was likely hours before Dylan’s 911 call. He concluded 

Christian’s death was a homicide. In October 2017, charges against Dylan and Whitley were brought to a grand jury, 

however Arrington’s report was not presented to jurors. They concluded there was not enough evidence to go to 

trial. In August 2020, Arrington’s report was made public. Learning that Arrington’s report was excluded, district 

attorney Kassie Coleman decided she would reconvene a grand jury and find a new prosecutor to present the case. 

Original on-screen text graphic: The Andreacchios are lobbying for a law named after their son. "Christian's Law" 

would restrict the public release of autopsy photos in Mississippi. On-screen text graphic for the 09/04/21 

rebroadcast: The Andreacchios successfully lobbied for a law named after their son. As of July 2021 “Christian's 

Law" restricts the public release of autopsy photos in Mississippi. Interviewed: Rae Andreacchio, Christian’s 

mother; Todd Andreacchio, Christian’s father; Kassie Coleman, Lauderdale County District Attorney; Christie 

Chatterton, Whitley’s mother; Chris Thompson, Christian’s uncle; Pam Swearingen, Dylan’s mother; Benny 

Dubose, Meridian, MS Chief of Police; Doctor Jonathan Arden, former medical examiner; Sheila Wysocki, 

Andreacchio family private investigator; Captain Jay Arrington, Meridian Police detective; Whitley Goodman, 

Christian’s girlfriend; “Woman”, grand juror; J. Stewart Parrish, Captain Arrington’s attorney; Bradley Clanton, 

Whitley’s attorney. (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Chris O’Connell, Emily Wichick) (OAD: 01/09/21) 

 

09/04/21 48 HOURS: “The Tara Grinstead Mystery” (10:00 – 11:00p) – an update on the case of Tara Grinstead and the 

tips ignored by law enforcement that could have closed her case years earlier. The Georgia schoolteacher was last 

seen in Ocilla, leaving a party on October 22nd, 2005. When she failed to turn up for work, police were contacted. 

Officers and Maria Woods Harber, Tara’s friend, entered her home to find it mostly undisturbed, save for a broken 

lamp. Outside, suspicions were aroused by a latex glove. Attention quickly turned to men Tara had been dating, 

including her former boyfriend who had recently returned to town. However, all the men had alibis. Weeks later 

Jannis Paulk, Tara’s neighbor, was told by an employee about overhearing two men - Bo Dukes and Ryan Duke - 

claiming to have burned Tara’s body. She reported this to police. In 2006, John McCullough was spending the 

holidays with Bo Dukes. After getting drunk, Dukes admitted his involvement with Tara’s disappearance. In 

February 2007, John reported this to three different police departments. Neither Jannis’ nor John’s tips were 

followed up on by law enforcement for years. In 2015, Bo Dukes began dating Brooke Sheridan. Eventually, he 

would tell her about his part in Tara Grinstead’s disappearance. At her urging, he confessed to the police that he had 

burned Tara’s body in a pecan orchard his family owned in an attempt to cover up her death at the hands of Ryan 

Duke during a botched robbery. Duke was arrested and confessed to Tara’s murder. DNA tests matched him to the 

latex glove found outside Tara’s home. In March 2019, Dukes went on trial for charges related to covering up Tara’s 

death. He would be convicted on all charges and sentenced to 25 years in prison. Original on-screen text graphic: 

Ryan Duke's trial has not been scheduled. It has been delayed by defense motions and the COVID-19 pandemic.  

(No on-screen text graphic for this rebroadcast.) Interviewed: Jannis Paulk, Tara’s neighbor; Maria Woods Harber, 

Tara’s friend; Dana Wilder, Tara’s friend; Marcus Harper, Tara’s ex-boyfriend; Gary Rothwell, Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation Special Agent; John McCullough, Bo Dukes’ friend; Brooke Sheridan, Bo Dukes’ girlfriend; Maurice 

Goodwin, forensic investigator. (See also: 48 HOURS VANISHED: “Stolen Beauty”, OAD: 07/01/08; Rebroadcast: 

01/10/09 as 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “Stolen Beauty”) (C: Peter Van Sant – P: Alec Sirken, 

Lauren Clark) (OAD: 01/02/21) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

09/08/21 48 HOURS: “The Black Swan Murder?” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a report on the September 27th, 2020 death of Doug 

Benefield, as he was preparing to move from Florida to Maryland with his wife Ashley, their daughter and Alicia 

Byers, his mother-in-law. Ashley, a former ballerina and bikini model, walked to her neighbor’s house and claimed 

she shot Doug in self-defense. Doug, a consultant from Charleston, SC, met Ashley, a campaign worker in the 

Sarasota, FL office of Donald Trump, in August 2016. They knew each other for just 13 days before they got 

married; she was 24-years-old and he was 54-years-old, a widower and father to Eva Benefield. Over the four years 

they were married, there were strained relationships, allegations of abuse and poisoning, and a failed ballet studio 

for unconventional dancers in Charleston. At the time of the shooting, Ashley Benefield was living in a home in 

Florida owned by her mother. The couple had separated, but then reunited. Investigators found no evidence that 

Ashley was acting in self-defense; no weapons were near Doug’s body and Ashley only had an old and very minor 

scratch on her body. However, the night of the shooting, Alicia told police they lived in fear of Doug and claimed 

they sought help, but nobody would help them. Faith Brown, Ashley’s attorney, told police that Ashley created an 

escape plan to get away from Doug once and for all. In November 2020, Ashley was charged with second-degree 

murder. She has never given any kind of a statement to law enforcement. Alicia has custody of her granddaughter. 

On-screen text graphic: Ashley remains free on bond. Her trial is not expected to take place until 2023. If Ashley 

is convicted…Doug’s family plans to fight for custody of his now 3-year-old daughter. Interviewed: Alice Robb, 

contributing writer, Vanity Fair; Athena Nikolakopulos, dancer; Emmana Hemsley, dancer; Trip Cormeny, Doug’s 

friend; Stephanie Murphy, Doug’s family attorney; Eva Benefield, Doug’s daughter; Tommie Benefield, Doug’s 

cousin; Michael Wise, ballet master; and Robert Cederoth, safety director, Hyperbaric Centers of Southwest Florida. 

(C: Jim Axelrod – P: Paul LaRosa, Dena Goldstein) 

 

09/11/21 48 HOURS: "The Deliveryman Murders" – a report on the connection between two similar murders committed 

on opposite sides of the country. On July 11th, 2020, attorney Marc Angelucci was killed at the front door of his 

Cedarpines Park, CA home by a gunman posing as a FedEx delivery person. Police were unable to discern a motive. 

On July 19th, a similar attack occurred at the New Jersey home of federal judge Esther Salas, which resulted in her 

husband Mark Anderl’s hospitalization and the death of their son, Daniel Anderl. While federal and state agencies 

investigated the attack, New York State police found the body of attorney Roy Den Hollander dead from an apparent 

suicide in a rural part of Sullivan County. A search of his car turned up a FedEx envelope address to Judge Salas as 

well as an address for Marc. Additionally, the gun Den Hollander used to kill himself matched the caliber used in 

the two shootings. Investigators concluded that he was responsible for both. Den Hollander had devoted his career to 

lawsuits aimed at what he perceived as “female privilege” and FBI agents concluded he saw Marc, who focused on 

male gender discrimination cases, as a professional threat. They also uncovered a manifesto where Den Hollander 

blamed Judge Salas for slowing down one of his lawsuits. Agents contacted other names they found among Den 

Hollander’s documents, but believed he acted alone. On-screen text graphic: Legislation inspired by Daniel's Law 

has been introduced in the U.S. Congress. Interviewed: Cassie Jaye, Marc’s friend; Hermela Aregawi, reporter, CBS 

Los Angeles; Kat Haley, Daniel’s friend; Sarah Peterson, Daniel’s friend; David Oakley, Mark Anderl’s law partner; 

Joe Augustine, Daniel’s high school coach; Matthew Zeigler, Daniel’s friend; Joe Denahan, FBI Incident 

Commander; Captain Brian Webster, New York State Police; Joe Serio, Den Hollander’s former coworker. (See 

also: 60 MINUTES - “Attack On The Judiciary”, OAD: 02/21/21) (C: Tracy Smith – P: Chuck Stevenson, Gail 

Abbott Zimmerman) (OAD: 02/20/21) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

09/18/21 48 HOURS: “The Online Life & Death of Bianca Devins” – a report on the murder of Bianca Devins, a 17-year-

old popular social media figure, who was murdered by Brandon Clark in Utica, NY. Bianca met Brandon on social 

media; they briefly dated but were never exclusive. In July 2019, Brandon and Bianca traveled to New York City to 

see a concert. Bianca also invited Alex, a new friend, to meet her there and expressed on social media her concern 

that Brandon would be jealous. On July 14th, 2019, an image of Bianca’s lifeless body appeared on the social media 

platform Discord, which prompted calls from around the country. At first, friends thought it was a fake because 

Brandon posted it and it was not unusual for people on the platform to post disturbing images to get a rise out of 

others. That changed when Brandon called 911 and told the dispatcher he was on a dead-end road, not far from 

Bianca’s home. Responding officers arrested Brandon and found Bianca’s body under a tarp. Before the police 

could notify Bianca’s mother Kim Devins, someone texted her family the photo. While the family grieved, images 

of Bianca’s body spread across multiple social media platforms; online trolls relentlessly sent her family the photos 

and cruel memes and along with the photos, hateful messages blamed Bianca for what happened. Prosecutors 

searched Brandon’s phone and discovered that he made a video while he killed Bianca with a knife; additional 

evidence on his phone indicated the murder was not a crime of passion. Two weeks after Bianca’s death, Brandon 

was officially charged with second-degree murder. Shortly before Brandon’s trial began in February 2020, he 

pleaded guilty. Five months later, Brandon attempted to change his plea; the judge denied his request. On March 

16th, 2021, Brandon was sentenced to 25 years to life. On-screen text graphic: Bianca’s family continues to work 

to get Bianca’s Law passed. The family still receives graphic photos of Bianca’s murder. Interviewed: Elizabeth, 

Bianca’s online friend; Kim Devins, Bianca’s mother; Frank Williams, Bianca’s grandfather; EJ Dickson, staff 

writer, Rolling Stone; Steven Crimando, behavioral scientist; Bryan Coromato, Utica Police detective; Michael 

Curley, Utica Police detective; Sarah DeMellier, prosecutor, Oneida County District Attorney’s office; and Michael 

Nolan, prosecutor, Oneida County District Attorney’s office. (C: Jericka Duncan – P: Jonathan Leach) (SEASON 

PREMIERE) 

 

09/25/21 48 HOURS: “What Happened to Gabby Petito?” – a report on the details surrounding the case of Gabby Petito 

and the search for her fiancé, Brian Laundrie. On July 2nd, 2021, Gabby and Brian left for a cross-country trip and 

planned to chronicle their journey on social media. On August 12th, police in Moab, UT received a 911 call and 

pulled Gabby and Brian over outside Arches National Park; police believed Gabby was the aggressor and separated 

them for the night. On August 19th, Gabby posted an edited 8-minute video; she later told her mother Nichole they 

were leaving Utah and driving to Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming. On August 25 th, Gabby posted a series of 

photos on Instagram while in Ogden, UT. Nichole received an “odd” text message from her daughter on August 

27th; she received one last text message from Gabby’s phone on August 30th. On September 1st, Brian returned home 

to North Port, FL; he had driven the van there and was alone. The Petito family was unaware of Brian’s return and 

Gabby’s cell phone had stopped working. Gabby was officially declared a missing person on September 11th. Brian 

and his parents did not speak to police and on September 17th, they reported that they didn’t know where Brian was 

and that he left for a hike at the Carlton Reserve on the 14th. On September 19th, Gabby’s remains were found at the 

Spread Creek camping area inside Bridger-Teton National Forest in Wyoming; her death was ruled a homicide. The 

FBI has issued an arrest warrant for Brian; he’s charged with unauthorized use of a bank card. On-screen text 

graphic: To report information about Brian Laundrie call 1-800-CALL-FBI or write to tips.fbi.gov. Interviewed: 

Rose Davis, Gabby’s friend; Nichole & Jim Schmidt, Gabby’s mother and step-father; Joe & Tara Petito, Gabby’s 

father and step-mother; Jim Winder, former Moab police chief (UT); Sonnie Mason, employee, Victor Emporium 

(ID); Tanya Chen, writer, BuzzFeed News; Jenn & Kyle Bethune, saw the van in the Tetons and reported it to the 

FBI; Josh Taylor, spokesman, North Port Police (FL). (C: Jericka Duncan - P: Paul LaRosa, Chuck Stevenson, Chris 

Young Ritzen, Ruth Chenetz, Mary Ann Rotondi) 
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CBS NEWS: 9/11: 20 YEARS LATER 

 

CBS News provided in-depth and division-wide coverage marking the 20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. In 

addition to the reporting on regularly scheduled news programs, CBS News presented the following CBS NEWS SPECIAL and CBS 

NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: 

 

09/10/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: RACE AGAINST TIME: THE CIA AND 9/11 (8:00 – 10:00p) – a documentary on the 

efforts of top officials and elite operatives within the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to warn the United States 

about the potential for a cataclysmic terrorist attack orchestrated by Osama bin Laden, founder of al Qaeda. 

September 11, 2001 marked the greatest failure in the history of the nation’s premiere spy agency, but also sparked 

what became its greatest success -- helping to find bin Laden. For the spies inside the CIA, it was a race against time 

to get bin Laden - a race that began long before 9/11 and ended long after. Interviewed: Michael Morell (CBS News 

senior national security contributor, former CIA acting and deputy director and intelligence briefer to President 

George W. Bush); Marty Martin (former operations officer, CIA); Cindy Storer (former senior intelligence analyst, 

CIA); George Tenet (former director, CIA - from a 2015 SHOWTIME interview); Richard Clarke (former national 

counterterrorism coordinator); Steve Coll (Pulitzer Prize-winning author); Tracy Walder (former Central 

Intelligence Agency staff operations officer); John McLaughlin (former acting director, CIA); Leon Panetta (former 

director, CIA); Hank Crumpton (former deputy director, Counterterrorism Center, CIA); Nada Bakos (former 

analyst, CIA); Jose Rodriguez (former director, National Clandestine Service, CIA); Ali Soufan (former special 

agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation – from a 2011 interview for 60 MINUTES); and Sarah Carlson (former 

targeting analyst, CIA). (Narrator: Jeff Wilburn. Executive Producer: Mitch Weitzner. Senior Producer: Sasha 

Reuther. Producers: Josh Gaynor, Beein Gim). 

 

09/11/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: 9/11: 20 YEARS LATER (8:30a – 1:00p) – live coverage of the ceremonial 

events marking the 20th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States and 

commemoration of those who died that day at the World Trade Center in New York City, the Pentagon and in 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Coverage includes: (1) reports from the Pentagon and Engine Company 54 in midtown 

Manhattan; (2) remarks from Michael Morell, who was with President George W. Bush while America was under 

attack; (3) ceremonial events at Ground Zero, including musical performances by the Young People’s Chorus of 

New York (“The Star-Spangled Banner”), Bruce Springsteen (“I’ll See You In My Dreams”), Kelli O’Hara (“You’ll 

Never Walk Alone”), Randall Goosby and Zhu Wang (“Adoration”), and Chris Jackson (“Never Alone”); (4) live 

remarks by former President George W. Bush, from Shanksville, PA; and (5) a report from Shanksville, PA, 

including earlier video footage of President Joe Biden and First Lady Dr. Jill Biden laying a wreath at the site of the 

United Flight 93 Memorial. Correspondents / Contributor: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, Ground Zero, New York 

City); John Dickerson (Ground Zero, New York City); Margaret Brennan, (Ground Zero, New York City); David 

Martin (at the Pentagon); Mola Lenghi (at Engine Company 54, New York City); Michael Morell (CBS News senior 

national security contributor, at CBS News Washington); and Nikole Killion (in Shanksville, PA). 

 

 

* * * * * 

 


