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FACE THE NATION 

 

11/01/20 Broadcasting from the CBS News Election Headquarters in New York. 

Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News elections and surveys 

director (2); Ronna McDaniel, chairwoman, Republican National Committee (3); Representative Val Demings (D-FL) 

(4); Jeh Johnson, former Secretary of Homeland Security (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (6); Gayle 

King, co-anchor, CBS THIS MORNING (7); Norah O’Donnell, anchor, CBS EVENING NEWS (7); Ed O’Keefe, CBS 

News political correspondent (7); John Dickerson, correspondent, 60 MINUTES (7) 

 1) a report from Marietta, GA on rising coronavirus infection numbers across the U.S. 

 2) Topics include: CBS News Battleground Tracker poll results / Joe Biden’s lead among early voters / potential effect of 

increased coronavirus infections on voter turnout / record voter turnout making more states important battleground states 

 3) Topics include: potential surge in Republican voters on Election Day / states critical to President Trump’s electoral 

victory / President Trump’s loss of support among suburban women / President Trump’s record on the economy / Trump 

supporters surrounding a Biden campaign bus in a recorded incident 

 4) Topics include: the likelihood of Joe Biden winning Florida in the Presidential election / attempts to combat lower 

turnout among Black and Latinx voters / Joe Biden’s plan to concede or declare victory on Election Night 

 5) Topics include: the unlikely possibility of voting interference on Election Day / Homeland Security efforts to combat 

foreign election interference / foreign election interference during the 2016 Presidential election 

 6) Topics include: the accelerating spread of coronavirus across the country / Dr. Fauci’s claims of medical information 

being politicized / European nations reinstating coronavirus lockdowns / the need for the government to focus on 

providing supplies and stimulus funds to states / resources schools need to remain open / President Trump’s claims about 

coronavirus death data being manipulated 

 7) Topics include: battleground states to watch on Election Day / voting enthusiasm among different demographics / Joe 

Biden’s focus on Midwestern states, as well as Pennsylvania and Georgia / President Trump’s low approval rating 

stemming from his handling of the pandemic / President Trump’s long-term effect on the Republican party / the potential 

for Arizona to go Democratic in Presidential and Senatorial races / potential foreign cyberattacks on Election Day 

 

11/08/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Paula Reid, CBS News White House correspondent 

(2); Representative Cedric Richmond (D-LA) (3); Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) (4); Senator Pat Toomey (R-PA) (5); 

David Becker, CBS News contributor, election law expert (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (7); Holly 

Williams, CBS News foreign correspondent (8); Bob Schieffer, CBS News political contributor (9) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on Trump supporters’ continued opposition to President-elect Biden’s election win 

 2) a report from Washington, D.C. on President Trump’s claims of election misconduct and the upcoming legal 

challenges he plans to file 

 3) Topics include: the challenges for President-elect Biden’s coronavirus task force / persistent political divisions among 

the public and government despite Biden’s win / the failure to pass additional coronavirus relief spending bills / disputes 

among Democrats over progressive goals like defunding the police  

 4) Topics include: Democrats having to deal with accusations of “socialism” / Democrats’ inability to reach white 

working class voters / President-elect Biden’s potential energy policy and views on fracking / the need for Democrats to 

adopt moderate positions 

 5) Topics include: President-elect Biden’s lead in Pennsylvania / President Trump and GOP members questioning the 

integrity of voting results / Republicans maintaining Senate control despite losing the Presidency 

 6) Topics include: Pennsylvania voting numbers falling within automatic recount amounts / President Trump’s potential 

strategy of contesting state vote counts / GOP election interference claims in public versus their statements in court / 

concerns for the safety of ballot workers 

 7) Topics include: President-elect Biden’s burgeoning coronavirus strategy / the need for the Trump administration to 

adopt a more aggressive coronavirus policy / overwhelmed hospital capacity in states like Wisconsin and Utah / a 

potential slowdown in coronavirus deaths and infections in 2021 / potential inauguration celebrations with COVID safety 

protocols / the necessity of wearing masks in addition to coronavirus testing 

 8) a report from Moscow on international disappointment with President Trump and the preference for a more stable 

President 

 9) Topics include: deep political divisions among Americans / the positive relationship between President-elect Biden and 

Senator McConnell (R-KY) / Biden’s need to focus on coronavirus and the economy 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

11/15/20 PREEMPTION 

 

11/22/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious Disease (2); Symone Sanders, Senior Adviser & Spokesperson for Vice President-Elect Kamala 

Harris (3); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (4); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner 

(5); Larry Merlo, President & CEO, CVS Health (6); H.R. McMaster, former National Security Adviser, author of 

Battlegrounds: The Fight to Defend the Free World (7) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on Americans traveling for Thanksgiving despite CDC warnings about rising coronavirus cases 

 2) Topics include: the success of mitigation efforts in stopping coronavirus spread / the likely increase of coronavirus 

cases in December, stemming from Thanksgiving travel / CDC guidelines for holiday gatherings / the potential for herd 

immunity by May 2021 with robust vaccine distribution / protocols for deciding who should receive an approved vaccine 

first 

 3) Topics include: the certification of Presidential election results in Pennsylvania / the Biden/Harris administration 

prioritizing the coordination of coronavirus response and vaccine distribution / flaws in the Trump administration vaccine 

distribution plan / the need for ascertainment of President-elect Biden by the General Service Administration 

 4) a report from London on surging coronavirus cases globally 

 5) Topics include: the availability of coronavirus vaccines and therapeutics in 2021 / the coronavirus vaccine’s potential 

side effects and the potential duration of immunity it would grant / President Trump’s claim that his policies led to the 

speedy development of a vaccine / the continued need for masks and social distancing guidelines despite a forthcoming 

vaccine / the likelihood of hospitals being overwhelmed by new coronavirus cases in coming weeks 

 6) Topics include: prioritizing coronavirus vaccine distribution to long-term care facilities following approval / the 

implementation of temporary testing facilities to meet national demand / the potential for underserved communities to be 

overlooked by private companies distributing a vaccine 

 7) Topics include: President Trump’s refusal to concede the election affecting national security / Russia’s desire to sow 

doubt in the legitimacy of election results / President Trump firing Chris Krebs over election cybersecurity comments / 

the Taliban benefitting from President Trump halving the number of troops in Afghanistan / the Trump administration 

setting up a competitive relationship with China to avoid conflict 

 

11/29/20 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News national correspondent (1); Dr. Deborah Birx, White House coronavirus response 

coordinator (2); Mayor Mike Duggan (D-Detroit, MI) (3); Mayor Dee Margo (R-El Paso, TX) (4); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS 

News senior foreign correspondent (5); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA Commissioner (6); Claire Babineaux-Fontenot, 

CEO, Feeding America (7); David Beasley, executive director, United Nations World Food Programme (8); Holly 

Williams, CBS News foreign correspondent (9) 

 1) a report from Atlanta on rising coronavirus cases in the NFL and concerns over people who traveled for Thanksgiving 

 2) Topics include: record rates of coronavirus infections and deaths / the need for mask-wearing and increased testing 

among people who gathered during Thanksgiving / the need for governors to introduce mask mandates and reduce indoor 

dining capacity / President Trump’s lack of meetings with his coronavirus task force 

 3) Topics include: the lower number of current coronavirus cases in Detroit compared to the rest of Michigan / the 

logistics of distributing a vaccine in a large city / the disproportionate effect of the coronavirus on minorities / prioritizing 

vaccine distribution by occupation and age 

 4) Topics include: spiking coronavirus cases in Texas / Texans ignoring mask advice and social distancing due to 

coronavirus fatigue / open stores, restaurants and local travel contributing to the surge in cases / the possible prioritization 

of vaccination by occupation and for Hispanic communities 

 5) a report from London on coronavirus case numbers decreasing in Europe due to lockdowns being re-implemented 

 6) Topics include: high rates of infection in the Dakotas and the Midwest compared to the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic / 

the Trump administration tacitly employing a herd immunity strategy / reasons the CDC shortened the recommended 

quarantine period / the limited vaccine supply and upcoming recommendations for the first groups to be inoculated 

 7) Topics include: increased food insecurity levels due to coronavirus pandemic / grocery prices outpacing families’ 

monthly food stamp allotment / the potential surge in food bank users due to end of CARES Act provisions in December 

 8) Topics include: surging global starvation numbers exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic / the possibility of 

widespread global famine in 2021 / President Trump’s complaints that the U.S. is disproportionately saddled with 

handling global problems 

 9) a report from Iraq on U.S. military efforts to prevent an ISIS resurgence in Syria 
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60 MINUTES 

 

11/01/20 “Ask Ohio” – a report on the presidential election in the state of Ohio, a consistent battleground for the presidential election 

often looked to as an indicator of who will win the overall presidential race. A range of voters are surveyed about their 

preferred candidate, taking into account issues such as American industry, racial justice, and traditional party affiliations. 

Includes interviews with Randy Cole, Cyndra Cole. Tommie Jo Brode, Bob Schrock, Mark Sesock, Dan Gruelle, Charles 

Pierce, Reverend Jawanza Colvin, Lisa Tolbert, Ron Smetana and Steve Plogsted, who all discussed their voting choices. 

(See also: “Ask Ohio”, OAD: 10/23/16) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry Schuster) 

“Arizona Counts” – a report on the projected election results in the state of Arizona. Traditionally aligning with the 

Republican Party, Arizona's changing political make-up has turned it into a tightly contested swing state. This change has 

been ushered in by a diverse pool of voters, as well as prominent Republicans in the state who have disputed the changing 

direction of their party. Includes interviews with Katie Hobbs, Arizona’s secretary of state and chief election officer; Yasser 

and Emily Sanchez, who are voting Democrat for the first time; Dr. Kelli Ward, chairwoman of Arizona’s Republican 

Party; Cindy McCain, widow of Republican Arizona Senator John McCain; Mark Kelly, a Democrat running for an Arizona 

senate seat; Jeff Flake, former Republican Arizona Senator; Joe Arpaio, Maricopa County Sheriff; and Alexis Delgado 

Garcia, and sisters Evelynne and Yoshi Rodas Castillo, who canvassed for Biden. (C: John Dickerson – P: Draggan 

Mihailovich) 

“The First Outbreak” – a report on the first American outbreak of the coronavirus, at the Life Care Center nursing home 

in Kirkland, a Seattle suburb in Washington state. In February the nursing home was overwhelmed by a high number of 

coronavirus cases that quickly depleted the nursing home of its staff, facilities, and medical supplies, ultimately resulting 

in numerous deaths. Includes interviews with Nancy Butner, vice president of Life Care Centers of America’s Northwest 

Division; Dr. Geoffrey Baird, chair of the Department of Laboratory Medicine and Pathology at the University of 

Washington School of Medicine; Dr. Francis Riedo, medical director of infectious disease and prevention at Evergreen 

Hospital; and Dr. Jeff Duchin, a twenty-two-year veteran of the county health department who was in charge of the local 

government response to Life Care. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Julie Holstein, Michael Karzis) 

The Mail – selected viewer comments on the interviews with the presidential and vice presidential candidates (“The 

Candidates”, OAD: 10/25/20). 

 

11/08/20 “Counting the Vote” – a report on efforts to count the election results in Pennsylvania. The days-long vote counting 

process took place amidst unprecedented challenges due to coronavirus restrictions. Though Joe Biden has been determined 

President-elect, accusations of tampering and voter fraud - many of which have come directly from current President Donald 

Trump - have hampered many American's trust in the democratic process. Includes interviews with Al Schmidt, a 

Republican commissioner from Philadelphia; Pat Poprik, chair of the Bucks County GOP; Josh Shapiro, attorney general 

from Pennsylvania, Democrat; Malcolm Kenyatta, Pennsylvania State Representative, Democrat; and Ben Ginsberg, a 

Republican attorney specializing in election law. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Marc Lieberman, Guy Campanile, Ali Rawaf) 

“A Shot in the Arm” – a report on the coronavirus vaccine. As medical companies rush to design and certify vaccines for 

the virus, health organizations and the military have made detailed plans to manufacture and distribute vaccines across the 

country. Includes interviews with Army General Gus Perna, who leads Operation Warp Speed; Paul Ostrowski, an Army 

veteran and civilian deputy; Marion Whicker, Deputy Chief for Supply, Productions and Distribution to Operation Warp 

Speed; Sean Kirk, vice president of BioSolutions in Baltimore; Karen Flynn, Catalent’s chief commercial officer; Richard 

Smith, who runs FedEx Express in the U.S.; Colonel Deacon Maddox, Director of the U.S. Army Logistics Data Analysis 

Center; and Judith Persichilli, New Jersey Health Commissioner. (C:  David Martin – P: Mary Walsh) 

“Ken Burns: The Story of America” – a profile of documentary filmmaker Ken Burns. His films have tackled many 

distinctly American topics, including the Civil War, jazz and baseball. Burns is credited with bringing a meticulous 

American history to a wide audience of viewers. Includes an interview with Wynton Marsalis, artistic director of New 

York’s Jazz at Lincoln Center, who has collaborated with Burns. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Kaylee Tully, Ruth Streeter) 

Ender – the U.S. presidential election took place this week. 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

11/15/20 “The 44th President” – an interview with former President of the United States Barack Obama. He discusses the recent 

election, global politics and his new memoir. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Maria Gavrilovic) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“TikTok” – a report on the social networking application TikTok, which is wildly popular in the United States and is owned 

by Chinese parent company ByteDance. The application's access to user data has created privacy concerns among 

government regulators. Includes interviews with Klon Kitchen, Director of Technology Policy at the conservative Heritage 

Foundation; Kara Frederick, who formerly worked for the Pentagon, the National Security Agency and on special operations 

in Afghanistan; Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO), youngest member of the Senate and former attorney general of Missouri; 

and Vanessa Pappas, interim-CEO of TikTok. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Graham Messick) 

The Mail – selected viewer comments on last week’s segments: “Counting the Vote”, “A Shot in the Arm” and “Ken Burns: 

The Story of America” (OAD: 11/08/20). 

 

11/22/20 “COVID’s Long Haulers” – a report on the lingering effects of COVID-19 experienced by some people who were infected 

with the virus. Doctors have struggled to find a consistent answer to the wide-ranging aftereffects. Includes interviews with 

Sadie Nagamootoo and Nitza Rochez, who are dealing with long-term effects of COVID-19; Dr. Dayna McCarthy, a rehab 

specialist at Mount Sinai Hospital’s center for post-COVID care in New York; Dr. Zijian Chen, Medical Director of the 

post-COVID Care Center at Mount Sinai; and Dr. Mary Fowkes, head of autopsy and neuropathology at Mount Sinai. (C: 

Anderson Cooper – P: Nichole Marks, David M. Levine) 

“Where did they go?” – a report on the high number of students who have faced difficulty staying in school during the 

coronavirus pandemic. Schools and social workers have sought to work with families in an effort to increase student 

enrollment. Includes interviews with Laura Tucker, a social worker at the Hillsborough County School District; and Klara, 

a high school senior. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Guy Campanile, Lucy Hatcher) 

“90+” – a report on an NIH funded research study at the University of California Berkeley in which elderly subjects over 

the age of ninety are examined for clues to their health. As projected life expectancy continues to improve, researchers have 

been able to learn important information about dementia from their participants. Includes interviews with Ted Rosenbaum, 

Lou Turado, Ruthy Stahl, Jane Whistler, Henry Tornell, Helen Weil and Sid Shero, study participants; and Dr. Claudia 

Kawas, neurologist and the 90+ Study’s lead investigator. (See also: “90+”, OAD: 05/04/14; 1st Rebroadcast: 08/31/14 – 

includes an update.) (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) 

Ender – the Thanksgiving holiday post-coronavirus. 

 

11/29/20 “Securing the Election” – an interview with Chris Krebs, the former director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 

Security Agency. Amidst allegations of widespread voter fraud in the presidential election, and a public firing from his 

position by President Donald Trump, Krebs defends the work of his agency in ensuring a fair election process. (C: Scott 

Pelley – P: Rachael Morehouse) 

“The Last Slave Ship” – a report on the Clotilda, the last known ship to bring enslaved Africans to America. Remnants of 

the Clotilda were discovered near the Alabama community Africatown, where many of the descendants of those enslaved 

passengers still live. Excavation efforts to uncover and examine the remnants have helped historians to gain an 

understanding of the ship's shameful history. Includes interviews with Jocelyn Davis, Lorna Gail Woods, Thomas Griffin, 

Jeremy Ellis, Darron Patterson, Caprinxia Wallace, Cassandra Wallace and Pat Frazier, descendants of passengers of the 

Clotilda; James Delgado, a maritime archaeologist who helped verify the wreck; Stacye Hathorn, state archaeologist; Mary 

Elliott, who oversees the collection of slavery artifacts at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History 

and Culture in Washington, D.C.; and Mike Foster, descendant of the Clotilda’s captain. (C: Anderson Cooper – P: Denise 

Schrier Cetta) 

“James Corden” – a profile of The Late Late Show host James Corden. He discusses his career in the U.K., his show's 

success on YouTube, and the pandemic's effect on late night television. Includes a virtual interview with Meryl Streep. (C: 

Bill Whitaker – P: Michael Karzis) 
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48 HOURS 

 

11/07/20 48 HOURS: “Murder at the Mall: The Michelle Martinko Case” – a report on the murder of teenager Michelle 

Martinko, which went unsolved for decades. In December 1979, Michelle Martinko got in her car in the parking lot of a 

Cedar Rapids, IA mall. Moments later, she was stabbed to death by an assailant in the backseat. Police were unable to 

establish a motive, and potential suspects, including some of her ex-boyfriends, all had alibis for the time of Michelle’s 

death. By 1986, the case was deemed cold. In 2005, Detective Dough Larison took over the case. He located blood 

samples that had been sent out for processing and never followed up on. Modern science was able to create a DNA profile 

based on the blood, but no matches were found when it was tested against the national CODIS database and the suspects 

police had previously interviewed. In 2015, Matt Denlinger took over as lead detective. He had the DNA tested against 

the public GEDmatch database and located a Washington state woman who was distantly related to the killer. Building 

her family tree, Denlinger narrowed suspects down to three brothers in Iowa, then specifically to Jerry Burns. In 

December 2018, Denlinger interviewed then arrested Burns. In February 2020, Burns went on trial. Burns’ defense team 

argued that his DNA could have gotten in Michelle’s car by accidental transference since the Burns family frequented the 

Cedar Rapids mall. After three hours of deliberation, the jury returned a guilty verdict. On-screen text graphic: Jerry 

Burns was sentenced to life in prison without parole. He insists he did not murder Michelle Martinko. Interviewed: 

Harvey Denlinger, retired Cedar Rapids police detective; Matt Denlinger, Cedar Rapids police detective & Harvey’s son; 

Tracy Price, Michelle’s friend; Mike Wyrick, Michelle’s ex-boyfriend; Janelle Stonebreaker, Michelle’s sister; John 

Stonebreaker, Michelle’s brother-in-law; Gail Dawson, Michelle’s friend; Doug Larison, Cedar Rapids police detective; 

Jennifer Burns, Jerry’s daughter; Donald Burns, Jerry’s brother; Leon Spies, Jerry’s defense attorney; Nick Maybanks, 

prosecutor. (C: Jamie Yuccas – P: Alec Sirken, James Stoltz, Matthew Goldfarb) 

 

11/14/20 48 HOURS: “Christy Martin - The Fight of Her Life” – boxer Christy Martin opens up about the attack from her 

former husband that nearly ended her life. In November 2010, Christy Martin told her husband and long-time boxing 

trainer, Jim Martin, that she would be seeking a divorce. Christy had reconnected with her high school girlfriend, Sherry 

Lusk, and no longer wished to live in the closet. Days later, Jim approached Christy with a concealed knife as she 

prepared for a workout. In the ensuing confrontation, Jim stabbed Christy multiple times and shot her near her heart. Jim 

believed her to be dead, but Christy survived and was able to make it outside where she found Rick Cole, a passing driver 

who took her to the emergency room. Jim went on the run and was found seven days later living in a neighbor’s shed. In 

April 2012, Jim’s trial began. Witnesses for the prosecution testified to Jim’s history of controlling and abusing Christy. 

In contrast, Jim’s defense attorney, Bill Hancock, portrayed Christy as the aggressor and claimed that the injuries she 

suffered were the result of her attacking Jim and Jim defending himself. The jury found Jim guilty of attempted murder. 

He was sentenced to 25 years in prison. On-screen text graphic: In 2021, Christy Martin will be among the first class of 

women inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame. Christy's relationship with her parents has improved and 

they continue to grow closer. Interviewed: Christy Salters-Martin, boxer and ex-wife of Jim Martin; Ryan Vescio, 

prosecutor; Deborah Barra, prosecutor; Bill Hancock, Jim’s defense attorney; Rick Cole, passerby. (C: David Begnaud – 

P: Judy Rybak) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

11/21/20 48 HOURS: “The Death of Todd Stermer” (9:00 – 10:00p)  – Linda Stermer, a Michigan woman accused of setting fire 

to her family home and murdering her husband, Todd Stermer, speaks out for the first time. On January 7, 2007, the 

Stermers’s house caught fire. Linda got out safely and went to the family’s van to get help. Todd made it out of the house 

but was horribly burned. After escaping the fire, Todd was run over by Linda. Though Linda maintains it was an accident, 

investigators were suspicious of her account. After the death of Todd Stermer, allegations of domestic abuse, battles over 

money, and accusations Linda was having an affair surfaced. In June 2009, Linda was charged with arson and murder. On 

January 5, 2010, Linda went on trial and maintained she doesn’t know how the fire started, and that the running over of 

her husband was an accident. Prosecutors built their case on circumstantial evidence focusing on Linda’s actions before 

and after the fire. Her sons testified that on the day of the murder she pushed them out of the house and that they believe 

she drugged their father. A former friend of Linda’s testified she was having an affair with a co-worker. Linda was 

convicted of arson and murder and sentenced to life without parole. After serving 5 years, her appeal was denied in the 

Michigan Supreme Court. In 2016, her new attorney submitted her amended petition to the Federal Courts, blaming her 

conviction on her trial attorney’s decision to not hire a fire expert. In 2018, a Federal Judge Tarnow held Linda’s 

evidentiary hearing and two months later issued his ruling; after serving almost nine years in prison, Linda was released 

and her conviction overturned. The Michigan State Attorney General is appealing the Federal Court decision. Linda 

attended her hearing on December 3, 2019 and is currently awaiting the Federal Court’s decision. Original on-screen text 

graphic: FORTY-EIGHT HOURS will bring you the Federal Court’s decision as soon as it’s handed down. On-screen 

text graphic for the 11/21/20 rebroadcast: In May 2020 the appellate court ruled Linda Stermer’s conviction would not 

be reinstated.  But prosecutors decided to try her a second time. Her new trial is scheduled to begin March 9, 2021. 

Interviewed: Linda Stermer, former wife of Todd Stermer; Trevor and Trenton Stermer, Todd and Linda’s sons; Cory 

Pierce, Linda’s nephew; Brittany and Ashley Gibson, Linda’s daughters; Marti Bakhuyzen, Linda’s mom; Jeffrey 

Getting, Linda’s trial attorney; Stephen Berry, Kate Fox’s brother; Robert Trenkle, fire investigator; Wolfgang Mueller, 

Linda’s attorney. (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Judy Rybak) (OAD: 02/01/20) 

 

11/21/20 48 HOURS: “The Case Against Nicole Addimando” (10:00 – 11:00p) – a report on the trial of Nicole “Nikki” 

Addimando for the murder of her boyfriend and the disputed accusations of domestic violence in their relationship. On 

September 28th, 2017, police found an agitated Nicole Addimando stopped at a traffic light with her two children. She 

quickly told them she had shot her boyfriend, Chris Grover, after he refused to let her leave and threatened to kill her. 

Police visited their home and found Chris dead. They arrested Nicole and charged her with second-degree murder. In 

March 2019, Nicole’s trial began. Her defense team claimed self-defense and cited numerous times Nicole sought 

medical attention for injuries she said came from Chris. They also pointed to searches on Chris’s phone from the night of 

his death that related to committing murder. The prosecution, however, claimed Nicole was actually the abuser who lied 

and manipulated people into seeing her as the victim. Prosecutors cited her shifting court testimony, alleged relationships 

with other men, and aggressive text messages she sent to Chris. The jury convicted her of criminal possession of a 

weapon and second-degree murder. Nicole’s supporters hoped that citing her history of abuse claims would lead to a 

lighter sentence. However, based on the fact that she never sought services to leave the relationship, the judge felt her 

account was not legitimate and sentenced her to 19 years to life on February 11th, 2020. On-screen text graphic: Nicole 

Addimando will be eligible for parole in 2036. If you or a loved one are a victim of domestic violence, call the National 

Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233. Interviewed: Chana Krauss, prosecutor; Elizabeth Clifton, Nicole’s friend; 

Gail Grover, Chris’s mother; Beth Whalen, Chris’ coworker; Laura Mocodeanu, Nicole’s friend; Rachel Hawkes, 

Nicole’s friend; Mikayla Hughes, Chris’ student; Rachel Louise Snyder, journalist and author; John Ingrassia, Nicole’s 

attorney; Ben Ostrer, Nicole’s attorney. (C: Jericka Duncan – P: Mary Ann Rotondi) 

  



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

NOVEMBER 2020 

         Page 7 of 7 

 

   

 

48 HOURS (continued) 

 

11/28/20 48 HOURS: “The Disappearance of Kristin Smart” – a report of the 1996 disappearance of a college freshman that 

remains unsolved to this day. On Memorial Day weekend of May 1996, Kristin Smart attended an off-campus party alone 

after parting ways with a friend. According to witnesses, she became very intoxicated and was helped home by two 

students. However, the next morning she was nowhere to be found. Her friends reported the college freshman’s 

disappearance to campus police who were slow to investigate and eventually turned the case over to San Luis Obispo 

sheriffs. Suspicion turned to Paul Flores, one of the students who helped Kristin home. A witness saw him with a black 

eye and scratches on his hands the day after Kristin’s disappearance for which he had shifting explanations. Cadaver-

sniffing dogs brought to Paul’s dorm room all had a reaction, despite it having been cleaned following the end of the 

semester. Additionally, Paul had a reputation as being aggressive with women. Kristin’s parents eventually filed a civil 

suit against Paul, believing him to be behind Kristin’s disappearance and to compel San Luis Obispo sheriffs to look 

harder at the case. In January 1997, renters of Paul’s mother’s home found a piece of jewelry in the driveway that 

allegedly resembled what Kristin was wearing in a photo used in billboards about her disappearance. When the Smart 

family asked to see it, they learned it had been lost by sheriffs. In March 1997 and then again in June 2000, sheriffs 

searched the home of Paul’s mother, including the yard, but were unable to find Kristin’s body or other evidence. The 

Smart family was allowed to search the property with ground-penetrating radar in 2007, and likewise did not find 

anything. In 2011, Sheriff Ian Parkinson took over Kristin’s case. In 2019, he recovered two trucks that had been owned 

by the Flores family in 1996. In 2020, simultaneous searches at the homes of all Flores family members were executed. 

Sheriff Parkinson recovered new evidence that he could not publicly disclose as it was still being investigated. On-screen 

text graphic: The Kristin Smart Campus Safety Act became California law in 1998. It requires campus and local police 

to have a joint plan to handle investigations of violent crime on campus. Interviewed: Chris Lambert, host of “Your Own 

Backyard” & CBS News consultant; Lindsey Smart Stewart, Kristin’s sister; Anne-Marie Christian, Kristin’s childhood 

friend; Denise Pearce, Smart family friend; Margarita Campos, Kristin’s college friend; James Murphy, Smart family 

civil attorney; Garin Sinclair, James Murphy’s wife & office manager; Ian Parkinson, San Luis Obispo sheriff. (C: 

Jonathan Vigliotti – P: Lisa Freed) 

 

THE FBI DECLASSIFIED 

 

11/10/20 THE FBI DECLASSIFIED: “Dangerous Journey on the Silk Road” - In 2011, the FBI became aware of “Silk Road”, 

an online black market website where users could buy and sell goods, including illegal drugs, weapons, fake IDs – even 

murders for hire were offered. The site was run by an individual known only as the Dread Pirate Roberts, named after a 

character from the 1987 film “The Princess Bride”. The website utilized a Tor network for anonymous communication 

and purchasers paid with Bitcoin, a cryptocurrency. An elite FBI cyber taskforce, assisted by the DEA and IRS, infiltrated 

the site and eventually identified its founder: Ross Ulbricht, a 29-year-old computer science engineer. In October 2013, 

Ulbricht was arrested in San Francisco and charged with seven counts. His trial began in January 2015; after a 12-day trial 

and less than four hours of deliberations, a jury found Ulbricht guilty on all counts. He received two life sentences plus 40 

years. Interviewed: Milan Patel, former FBI special agent; Vincent D’Agostino, former FBI special agent; Jared Der-

Yeghiayan, former Homeland Security special agent; Julia Vie, Ulbricht’s former girlfriend; Austin Berglas, former FBI 

assistant special agent in charge; Gary Alford, IRS special agent; and Alex Bauer, Ulbricht’s roommate in San Francisco. 

(Narrator: Alana De La Garza – Producers: Caroline Sommers, Emily M. Bernstein) 

 

 

* * * * * 


