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CIVIL RIGHTS & BIAS

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS   
Airdate/Time:  1/20/20, 5:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:   This episode featured the following:  Fighting the rising tide of hate crime and 
reforming criminal justice take center stage at Martin Luther King Day ceremonies in New Jersey. 
And, students at Seton Hall Monday learning the lessons of King to advance the cause of 
freedom.  This episode also featured the following:  Plus, outrage from New Jersey’s senior 
senator over funding delays for those in need in Puerto Rico.  The EPA is announcing the first 
steps in tightening regulation for heavy duty trucks. It would be the first rule change in 20 years.  
At Hackensack University Medical Center, a robot performed knee replacement surgery for 25 
patients in a clinical trial. 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:  2/18/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   Documentarian Rory Kennedy exposes inequalities in America’s education 
system.  

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:  3/30/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:  Exploring Hate:  The FBI says it assumes a portion of the US public “will associate 
COVID-19 with China and Asian American populations.” President Trump has said that while he 
stands with the Asian American community, it’s “a Chinese virus” and “that’s where it came from.” 
Those words, however interpreted, are at the center of a national dialogue on hate crimes, as 
Asian Americans are reporting incidents at an alarming rate. New York City Assemblywoman 
Yuh-Line Niou who represents lower Manhattan shares countless incidents reported in her 
district, involving racial slurs, and people being attacked for wearing protective masks in public.   

   

ECONOMY

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS   
Airdate/Time:   1/16/20, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes          

Description:   This episode featured the following:  Access to mass transit for all. A select 
committee in Trenton hears how NJ Transit is falling well short of its goals. Plus, business is 
booming in the casino capital of New Jersey, but the city itself is struggling to keep up.



 
 

The elder population is growing, but with it are housing concerns and homelessness. Examines 
whether New Jersey communities prepared for what some call the “senior tsunami.” Newark is 
rising. Locals are coming back home to revitalize neighborhoods in need. And, a fresh start for 
ex-cons now getting a leg up on life at their local library.

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time: 2/6/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:  CHASING THE DREAM: THE FACE OF AMERICA’S GREAT SOCIAL 
DEPRESSION: Disappearing jobs, weak education and a lack of adequate health care have 
forced generations of working class families into a balancing act that many are failing to master. 
Journalists Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl Wudunn share their deeply personal stories in “Tightrope: 
Americans Reaching For Hope.”     

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   3/24/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:  Millions are facing unemployment and businesses are in a steep decline. The 
disruption and turmoil caused by the coronavirus has impacted our personal lives, our 
professional lives and the future of the economy. But from the stock market to individual jobs to 
the world banking situation, where are we headed? What is the prognosis? And how will we get 
past this? New York Magazine Business Columnist Josh Barro says the government has a very 
important role to play in terms of making sure the safety net holds for Americans. He joins 
MetroFocus on this episode to discuss.   

EDUCATION

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS   
Airdate/Time:   2/26/20, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes          

Description:  This episode featured the following: Gov. Phil Murphy calls for free college tuition in 
his budget address. Details, including eligibility are discussed. Also, one mother’s years-long 
mission to stop bullying in schools, and how she’s turning to young leaders to spread her positive 
message. And as part of Black History Month, two schools in the state are honoring renowned 
artists who got their start right here in New Jersey. This episode, also, featured the following: 
Discussion on the bigger proposed budget for NJ Transit, including whether it could drive up tolls 
on the Turnpike. Plus, a new federal alert surrounding the coronavirus. Examines how New 
Jersey respond to the CDC’s heightened warning as the virus spreads to six continents.



 
 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:  3/20/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description: New York City classrooms transitioned to virtual teaching on March 23rd.  It is an 
unprecedented challenge for the country’s largest school system. Not just for the teachers, but 
also for the untold number of parents who now find themselves in the unfamiliar position of 
homeschooling their children. Kristina Kirtley, Senior Producer of Content and Youth Engagement 
at WNET, spoke to MetroFocus about what remote learning in NYC is likely to look like, and 
about the free resources PBS stations, including WNET, are making available to support this new 
educational paradigm.
 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:  2/18/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   Documentarian Rory Kennedy exposes inequalities in America’s education 
system.  

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS 
Airdate/Time:  1/20/20, 5:30 pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:    This episode covered the following: The town of Belleville finally get filters to filter 
out lead in its tap water. Who made this possible? Congressman Frank Pallone announces the 
Clean Future Act, an aggressive road map to address climate change. New hope for stroke 
survivors. A clinical research study is showing improved function for patients with chronic 
disability. And, the mother of a student who was bullied into suicide continues her decade-long 
crusade in her son Tyler’s name.

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   2/10/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description: Explores some of New York City’s spectacular “Untapped” places and unravels the 
stories behind their underappreciated charm. Hart Island: There has recently been a push for new 
legislation to transfer Hart Island from the city’s Department of Corrections to the Dept. of Parks. 



 
 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   3/6/2020, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:    Examines the federal response to the earthquakes that have been rocking the 
already devastated island, and hear from Lieutenant Governor of New York, Kathy Hochul, who 
led a state delegation to the front lines of the catastrophe.

 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   1/9/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   This episode covered the State of the State:  Crime, healthcare, robocalls and 
your commute are at the top of Governor Cuomo’s list. We’ll break down what’s at stake as he 
delivers his agenda for the new year.  

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS   
Airdate/Time:   1/14/20, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes          

Description:   Reporting on Gov. Phil Murphy delivering his State of the State address to a newly 
sworn in Legislature. He took a bow for his past policy accomplishments and presented a vision 
of what he sees as the state’s future.

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   3/6/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   This episode covered the following: Next week, homes across the country will 
begin receiving invitations to complete the 2020 Census. New York City’s new Census Director, 
Julie Menin, is here to tell us why ensuring each New Yorker is counted should matter to you. 
We’ll examine the federal response to the earthquakes that have been rocking the already 
devastated island, and hear from Lieutenant Governor of New York, Kathy Hochul, who led a 
state delegation to the frontlines of the catastrophe. 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time: 2/25/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   Takes a look at which Democratic candidates are likely to still be in the race after 
the upcoming South Carolina and Super Tuesday primaries. Also, examines how President 
Trump is handling the coronavirus threat.  



 
 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time: 3/31/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:     Republican state assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis discusses the latest 
headlines, from the President’s one-month extension of social distancing to his restriction on 
travel between states but not within them and his decision against a strict quarantine on parts of 
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Then, a look at the city’s first responders and essential 
workers who are falling victim to the pandemic. Plus, the citywide plan to release prisoners to 
protect them and staff from the spread of the virus.

 
HEALTH

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS   
Airdate/Time:    1/20/20, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following: The town of Belleville finally get filters to filter 
out lead in its tap water. Who made this possible? Congressman Frank Pallone announces the 
Clean Future Act, an aggressive road map to address climate change. New hope for stroke 
survivors. A clinical research study is showing improved function for patients with chronic 
disability. And, the mother of a student who was bullied into suicide continues her decade-long 
crusade in her son Tyler’s name.

METROFOCUS SPECIAL EDITION
Airdate/Time:   2/26/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   Takes you inside the operating room at New York’s Mount Sinai Hospital, where 
brain surgeons are using cutting edge technology to treat patients more effectively.

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   3/9/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:    Gives you the latest on the panic, the confusion, and the city and statewide 
response to this outbreak. Medical expert and veteran journalist, Dr. Bob Arnot gives the facts 
you need to know. In the male-dominated restaurant world, women have been forced into a 
culinary battle for recognition and respect. Now, some of the world’s most renowned female chefs 
show us how they’re defying the odds.

METROFOCUS 



 
 

Airdate/Time:  3/18/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:  A conversation with Citymeals on Wheels Executive Director, Beth Shapiro, about 
how that organization is nourishing vulnerable older New Yorkers during the coronavirus 
outbreak. Citymeals has prepared 145,000 meals so far for distribution across the five boroughs. 
The homebound elderly, already isolated and frail, are particularly at risk for food insecurity.  

NJTV NEWS WITH MARY ALICE WILLIAMS   
Airdate/Time:    3/24/20, 11:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following:  Health experts said the numbers would get 
worse before they got better and they are. The number of positive COVID-19 cases shot up again 
overnight to 3,675, including 44 total deaths. That makes Tuesday the largest single day report of 
new fatalities in the state since the start of the outbreak. New Jersey is now the second leading 
state in the nation for the number of positive cases.  Gov. Phil Murphy also announced successful 
talks with the White House — securing a commitment to have FEMA operate four pop-up field 
hospitals across the state.

  
 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   2/10/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description: Explores some of New York City’s spectacular “Untapped” places and unravels the 
stories behind their underappreciated charm. Hart Island: There has recently been a push for new 
legislation to transfer Hart Island from the city’s Department of Corrections to the Dept. of Parks. 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   2/13/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       

Description:   This episode covered the following:  Suicide attempts among black teens are 
increasing at alarming rates. What’s driving this heartbreaking trend and how do we stop it? 
JustFix.nyc has developed an app that’s helping tenants all across the city turn the tables on their 
lousy landlords. We’ll speak with Brandon Stanton, the man behind the viral sensation.     

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   2/14/20, 5pm
Length:  30-minutes       



 
 

Description:   This episode covered the following: Will a proposal to replace the raised portion of 
the Gowanus Expressway be enough to fix what some have called a crumbling relic of the city’s 
past?  “Sex and the City” author Candace Bushnell is back with, “Is There Still Sex in the City?” 
She will join us to discuss everything from life after #MeToo to her personal nightmares with 
digital dating.

https://www.amazon.com/There-Still-Sex-City/dp/0802147267

