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CULTURE

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   5/8/20, 11pm 
Length:   30-minutes         

Description:  This episode featured the following:  Following the closure of private schools and 
public schools moving to remote learning, the city’s nearly 2 million children are now largely 
confined at home. That extra time sheltered indoors could be problematic for kids who come from 
abusive households. And as stress from isolation, job loss and financial uncertainty mounts for 
parents, so does the increased risk of abuse towards their children. So although there have been 
fewer reported cases in the last couple of months, experts warn it could be a dangerous 
foreshadowing of unseen and unreported abuse, now that children have less contact with the 
teachers who normally report it. MetroFocus talks to Dr. Nina Agrawal, a child abuse pediatrician 
who evaluates cases for Child Protective Services about her prediction that there will be a surge 
in cases reported when isolation and social distancing comes to an end and about how to help 
prevent it before it’s too late.  Over the last several months, there’s been a disturbing rise in 
attacks against Asian Americans during the COVID-19 global pandemic. MetroFocus first 
reported on these stories of hate with Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou, who shared firsthand, the 
racism she and her constituents have faced since the arrival of the coronavirus. Then it explored 
the links between today’s climate, and America’s often dark history of anti-Asian hate with 
comedian and activist Hari Kondabolu. But in this episode, in anticipation of the premiere of a 
new PBS series, Asian Americans and the launch of an online initiative called Asian Americans of 
New York and New Jersey, MetroFocus broadens the conversation to include all stories about the 
Asian American experience in our region. 

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/18/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          
Description:  This episode covered the following:  The United States Supreme Court has ruled 
against the Trump administration’s attempt to end DACA protections for approximately 700,000 
immigrants brought to the US as children. The Obama-era program protects those youth, known 
as “Dreamers” from being deported. It’s a historic win for immigrant rights advocates and a 
stunning blow to the Trump administration in the midst of reelection. Chief Justice John Roberts 
was the swing vote in the 5- 4 decision, writing that the government failed to give an adequate 
reason justifying the end of the program. Reaction was swift across the state, Governor Murphy 
praised the court calling DACA recipients part of our New Jersey family.

METROFOCUS SPECIAL REPORT 
Airdate/Time:  6/19/20, 11pm
Length:  30-minutes            

Description:  This special examines Juneteenth, the commemoration of the end of slavery in the 
United States and a holiday that’s particularly important for African Americans. Also known as 
“Freedom Day.” June 19 is observed annually across the country in 46 states. This year, the 
holiday takes on a special significance for our nation’s history. Harriett Tubman was one of the 
leaders of the abolishment movement and former slave. To celebrate the emancipation of slaves 



 
 

in the United States, MetroFocus takes you north of the city, to Auburn, New York to explore 
Harriet Tubman’s life and legacy, from the Underground Railroad to her final resting place.

  
NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/19/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following:  Juneteenth, the day commemorating the end 
of slavery in the United States. Although that officially happened in 1863 when President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation it was on this day, two-and-a-half years later, word finally 
traveled to Galveston, Texas freeing the last slaves. Many are noting a profoundly different 
celebration this year. One that coincides with thousands of protests following the killing of 
unarmed Black Americans like George Floyd and Breonna Taylor bringing attention to this 
country’s history of systemic racism and a reminder that in 2020 there is still a continued struggle 
for Black freedom.

 
ECONOMY

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   5/7/20, 11pm 
Length:   30-minutes         

Description:  This episode covered the following:  As the battle begins in Washington over the 
next coronavirus stimulus package, members of the New York Democratic congressional 
delegation are pushing for billions in aid for hard-hit states like New York. Congressman Jerrold 
Nadler, who’s been described as the “Liberal Lion” of the delegation, takes us inside the fight to 
fix the issues imminently at stake. Will the federal government bankroll a universal moratorium on 
rent and mortgage payments? How can all small businesses gain access to relief funds? And, 
after warning on national television that ‘thousands’ will die if the president rushes an economic 
reopening, how will Congressman Nadler assess Governor Cuomo’s 7-point plan to reopen New 
York state? These issues and more frame tonight’s exclusive conversation with the 15-term 
congressman and Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   5/11/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following:  Gov. Phil Murphy is warning the economic 
fallout from the coronavirus pandemic will be on our doorstep in just a few weeks unless, he says, 
the federal government steps in to provide direct aid. Murphy says without the help, essential 
workers on the front lines of this fight could face layoffs. During a daily briefing, Sen. Bob 
Menendez says he’s pushing bipartisan legislation that would deliver $500 billion in federal 
funding to state and local governments across the country.  The dire request for financial help 



 
 

comes as the New Jersey announces 9,310 coronavirus deaths. Health officials added 59 new 
fatalities on the Monday. New Jersey now has 139,945 confirmed cases of the coronavirus with 
1,453 new positive tests reported within the last 24 hours, though the Monday numbers typically 
reflect a lag in reporting from the weekend.  There’s also steady progress in the declining 
positivity rates — 26% of all residents tested for the coronavirus were positive as of May 7, the 
last date for which data is available. And the number of patients hospitalized for COVID-19 is also 
dropping to 4,195. The number of patients in critical care and on ventilators continue on a 
downward trend. Monday is the second straight day the ventilator count is under 1,000.  

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/16/20,11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following:  The Murphy Administration today announced 
plans for what it called a “once in a generation” project that would create jobs in South Jersey. It’s 
a major energy infrastructure project called the New Jersey Wind Port.  The port, to be built in 
Lower Alloways Creek, Salem County, will serve the growing offshore-wind industry off the East 
coast. Work could begin early next year. Officials say it will create 1,500 permanent jobs,  Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell testified on the economic recovery before a Senate panel 
today. Powell said it could take a while for the unemployment rate to fall to pre-pandemic levels. 
He also stated he is concerned that a prolonged downturn will disproportionately impact low 
income and minority workers, which could widen the wealth gap.  Apparently after being stuck at 
home for a while, people were eager to spend money.  Retail sales in the US rose a record 
17.7% in May.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/22/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following:  A collective sigh of relief is being heard at 
casinos and horse tracks around the state. Gov. Phil Murphy announced casinos in Atlantic City 
would reopen on Thursday, July 2, operating at 25% of their capacity. It will put thousands of New 
Jerseyans back to work.  Anyone looking to throw down a bet on their favorite horse now can. 
Race tracks will reopen for in-person bets, including at their sportsbooks and lounges as long as 
they abide by gathering limits. Indoor dining at restaurants at 25% capacity statewide to resume 
on Thursday, July 2.

 



 
 

EDUCATION

METROFOCUS
Airdate/Time:   5/13/20, 11pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following:  New York’s essential workers are the heroes 
of this pandemic. But many feel the city is not doing enough to protect those who are working on 
the frontlines while the rest of us shelter in place. New York City Councilman Brad Lander 
says “Banging pots and pans is not enough when the delivery worker bringing the meal to your 
house can’t even take a paid sick day…” Last month, he announced the “Essential Worker’s Bill 
Of Rights”- a package of bills he believes will do just that. But the legislation is facing pushback 
from already struggling businesses who say more regulation is the last thing they need. CM 
Lander responds to that criticism, and discusses other key issues facing the city, including his 
controversial call for a hiring freeze at the NYPD.  The transition to remote learning has been full 
of challenges for students and teachers alike. Students are at the mercy of their families’ 
schedules and tech availability, while teachers must now search for new ways to engage their 
classes. Islah Tauheed, a 2nd grade teacher at Linden Tree Elementary Magnet School for 
Global Leaders of Innovation and Discovery in the Bronx, is working with students, parents, and 
fellow staff to mitigate any issues that might arise–breaking down language barriers, accepting 
assignments at all hours, and providing emotional support. Despite these hurdles, she says she’s 
found a silver lining to trying new methods of educating kids. 

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/17/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following:  After months of remaining closed to curb the 
spread of COVID-19 New Jersey’s colleges are taking a step toward reopening for in-person 
classes. The Murphy administration released guidance and told higher ed institutions they’ll need 
to submit restart plans at least two weeks before any staff or students return to campus. That 
date, it appears, is up to them.  The plans will be reviewed by the State Department of Health and 
need to focus on 10 categories like housing, dining, class instruction and transportation. Because 
of social distance requirements most schools will likely have a hybrid of in-person and virtual 
classes. Everyone will be required to wear masks indoors. The Governor also signed an 
executive order allowing for other education re-openings July 1st. Career and training schools 
along with in-person clinical, lab and hands-on programming can resume. The administration 
says these institutions will play a big role in the state’s recovery.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/26/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following: Attention students, parents and teachers: the 
Murphy administration has released its fall COVID-19 school guidelines. It is all about social 
distancing, which means rearranging classrooms, limiting class sizes, class schedule changes, 
relying on remote learning and districts preparing for a second wave. A public health crisis could 



 
 

require an immediate switch to all-remote learning at any time. And, of course, guidelines 
included encouragement for all students and others to cover their faces. Health officials Friday 
reported 524 new confirmed cases across New Jersey. Total infections now for the Garden State 
are 170,584. They reported an additional 44 deaths, with a total of 13,060.  This total does not 
include the newly-reported COVID-19 probable deaths.  That number is 1,854.

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   4/22/20, 11pm 
Length:   30-minutes         

Description:  This episode covered the following: It’s been fifty years since the first Earth Day 
ignited a wave of activism that led to unprecedented environmental action. With much of the 
world forced to stay home this year amid the pandemic, Earth Day 2020 will look much different, 
but its mission will remain the same. Bill Ulfelder, New York executive director of The Nature 
Conservancy, joins us with tips on how you can still do your part to protect the planet and tackle 
climate change. A Newsday reporting team shares firsthand accounts of the coronavirus crisis 
from the perspective of the nurses, physicians and patients who are living it. With the hospital at 
capacity, so is the emotional stamina of the staff. And while everyone is professionally pulling 
through, there is concern for the long term emotional damage on health care professionals.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:  5/4/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  3:14 Segment          

Description:  Reporting on the reopening of NJ State parks which had closed due to COVID-19.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time: 5/29/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  3:09 Segment          

Description:  Reporting on the continued occurrence of harmful algal blooms in the water 
bodies of NJ.  As Gov. Phil Murphey gives the green light for parks, beaches and lakes to 
reopent, the Department of Environmental Protection wants to get ahead of the algal bloom 
spread, offering a new rating system to detect its harmful effects.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:  6/16/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following:  The Murphy Administration announced plans 
for what it called a “once in a generation” project that would create jobs in South Jersey. It’s a 
major energy infrastructure project called the New Jersey Wind Port.  The port, to be built in 



 
 

Lower Alloways Creek, Salem County, will serve the growing offshore-wind industry off the East 
coast. Work could begin early next year. Officials say it will create 1,500 permanent jobs, Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell testified on the economic recovery before a Senate panel 
today. Powell said it could take a while for the unemployment rate to fall to pre-pandemic levels. 
He also stated he is concerned that a prolonged downturn will disproportionately impact low 
income and minority workers, which could widen the wealth gap. Apparently after being stuck at 
home for a while, people were eager to spend money.  Retail sales in the US rose a record 
17.7% in May.

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
 

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   4/10/20, 11pm 
Length:   30-minutes         

Description:  This episode covered the following:  As the mayor and city lawmakers hammer out 
a new budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1st, City Council Speaker Corey Johnson says he 
and the council are conducting business remotely, in an effort to get a new budget approved by 
the deadline. He joins for a wide-ranging interview on the difficulties facing the city that he’s most 
concerned about, as well as an issue he says is of the utmost importance — not just when to 
reopen the city, but how to reopen the economy.  The number of coronavirus cases amongst the 
homeless population has increased at an alarming rate. “The City” investigative reporter talks 
about the challenges of containing the spread of the virus in the city’s shelters, the lack of 
protective equipment available to shelter staff, and “isolation hotels” being used to house 
hundreds of homeless who are sick but do not require hospitalization. He also tells us why he 
believes the city officials were caught behind the curve in trying to combat the virus at shelters, 
and what they’re now doing to catch up.

METROFOCUS 
Airdate/Time:   5/6/20, 11pm 
Length:   30-minutes         

Description:  This episode covered the following:  Nassau County Executive Laura Curran 
discusses a timeline for reopening the county, how officials plan to enforce social distancing 
guidelines, and the economic impact the virus has had on all Nassau County residents. Here’s 
one silver lining to quarantining during the coronavirus crisis: more people nationwide are free to 
foster and adopt shelter animals

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/18/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          
Description:  This episode covered the following:  The United States Supreme Court has ruled 
against the Trump administration’s attempt to end DACA protections for approximately 700,000 
immigrants brought to the US as children. The Obama-era program protects those youth, known 
as “Dreamers” from being deported. It’s a historic win for immigrant rights advocates and a 



 
 

stunning blow to the Trump administration in the midst of reelection. Chief Justice John Roberts 
was the swing vote in the 5- 4 decision, writing that the government failed to give an adequate 
reason justifying the end of the program. Reaction was swift across the state, Governor Murphy 
praised the court calling DACA recipients part of our New Jersey family.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/19/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following:  Juneteenth is the day commemorating the 
end of slavery in the United States. Although that officially happened in 1863 when President 
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation it was on this day, two-and-a-half years later, word 
finally traveled to Galveston, Texas freeing the last slaves.  Many are noting a profoundly different 
celebration this year. One that coincides with thousands of protests following the killing of 
unarmed Black Americans like George Floyd and Breonna Taylor bringing attention to this 
country’s history of systemic racism and a reminder that in 2020 there is still a continued struggle 
for Black freedom.

HEALTH

METROFOCUS
Airdate/Time:   5/13/20, 11pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:   This episode covered the following:  New York’s essential workers are the heroes 
of this pandemic. But many feel the city is not doing enough to protect those who are working on 
the frontlines while the rest of us shelter in place. New York City Councilman Brad Lander 
says “Banging pots and pans is not enough when the delivery worker bringing the meal to your 
house can’t even take a paid sick day…” Last month, he announced the “Essential Worker’s Bill 
Of Rights”- a package of bills he believes will do just that. But the legislation is facing pushback 
from already struggling businesses who say more regulation is the last thing they need. CM 
Lander responds to that criticism, and discusses other key issues facing the city, including his 
controversial call for a hiring freeze at the NYPD.  The transition to remote learning has been full 
of challenges for students and teachers alike. Students are at the mercy of their families’ 
schedules and tech availability, while teachers must now search for new ways to engage their 
classes. Islah Tauheed, a 2nd grade teacher at Linden Tree Elementary Magnet School for 
Global Leaders of Innovation and Discovery in the Bronx, is working with students, parents, and 
fellow staff to mitigate any issues that might arise–breaking down language barriers, accepting 
assignments at all hours, and providing emotional support. Despite these hurdles, she says she’s 
found a silver lining to trying new methods of educating kids. 



 
 

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time: 6/24/20, 11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following:  The governors of New Jersey, New York and 
Connecticut issued a bold travel advisory Wednesday saying if you enter any of “our” states from 
any of any of the states now showing high infection rates, where COVID cases are spiking, you 
must self-quarantine for 14 days when you arrive. Health officials reported 317 new confirmed 
cases across the state for a total of 169,892. Forty-eight additional deaths putting the death toll at 
12,995. The governor listed more re-openings for July 2: museums, aquariums, and indoor 
recreational facilities may reopen at 25% of their capacity, just as casinos can. Add to the indoor 
list: bowling alleys, batting cages, shooting ranges and boardwalk arcades. On July 6, libraries 
may reopen their doors to visitors at 25% of their capacity. And for commuters, NJ Transit rail and 
light rail service will return to its full weekday schedule. Still closed are indoor entertainment 
venues, such as movie theaters, performing arts centers, concert venues, and nightclubs. Gyms 
and fitness centers must stay closed as well.

NJTV NEWS     
Airdate/Time:   6/26/20,11:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes          

Description:  This episode covered the following:  After Attention students, parents and teachers: 
the Murphy administration has released its fall COVID-19 school guidelines. It is all about social 
distancing, which means rearranging classrooms, limiting class sizes, class schedule changes, 
relying on remote learning and districts preparing for a second wave. A public health crisis could 
require an immediate switch to all-remote learning at any time. And, of course, guidelines 
included encouragement for all students and others to cover their faces. Health officials Friday 
reported 524 new confirmed cases across New Jersey. Total infections now for the Garden State 
are 170,584. They reported an additional 44 deaths, with a total of 13,060.  This total does not 
include the newly-reported COVID-19 probable deaths.  That number is 1,854.

  

  


