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The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to WKQS, 
NEGAUNEE, MI along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues
for the period of January through March. The listing is by no means exhaustive, and 
additional air time not noted was devoted to serving our community. The order in which 
the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. All times are Eastern.



WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/01/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette Police Chief Blake Rieboldt Discusses City Fireworks 
Ordinance And July 4th Safety

Coverage: 

Marquette City Police Chief Blake Rieboldt joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to remind city 
residents and visitors about the details of the city s fireworks ordinance. Rieboldt said the main points 
of the ordinance are that consumer fireworks can be set off on private property ONLY between the 
hours of 11:00am and 11:45pm now through this Saturday, July 4th .   Violators are subject to a $1000 
fine. He encouraged those who decide to set off fireworks to be considerate of their neighbors and pets 
and to also not consume alcohol when using them.   Rieboldt also reminded people to be aware of fire 
conditions in their area with any fireworks displays. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 07/02/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Crazy Days Sidewalk Sale In Downtown Ishpeming Coming Up On Friday

Coverage: 

Bob Hendrickson, Executive Director of the Greater Ishpeming-Negaunee area Chamber of Commerce,
joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to get the word out about a great chance to do some 
outdoor shopping in Ishpeming. Hendrickson talked about the return of the old school Crazy Days 
Sidewalk Sale to downtown Ishpeming tomoorow, Friday, July 3 from 12-6pm. He explained that 
GINCC is working with downtown businesses to get the day organized. He said that all are welcome to
come out and do some shopping in a one block area from Division Street to Pearl Street on Main Street 
that will be closed off for downtown business to sell outside on the street. Hendrickson added that other
business will be participating in the downtown area. The event will be weather dependent and may 
change or cancel on short notice. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/02/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: League Of Women Voters Of Marquette Co. Promoting Voter Information 
Website

Coverage: 

Darlene Allen, President of the League of Women Voters of Marquette County, joined Mark and Walt in
the Morning today to let people know about a website that has been put together to promote informed 
voting in the upcoming elections. Allen said the LWV is urging voters to prepare for elections by using 
the VOTE411.org website, which features information on state and federal candidates and ballot 
proposals. She explained the site is designed to be a non-partisan source to get information out to voters
for the upcoming August 4th primary election and the November 3rd general election. 



___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/03/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Downtown Marquette Farmer's Market Returns To In-Person Sales On 
Saturday

Coverage: 

The Marquette Downtown Development Authority says the Downtown Marquette Farmers Market is 
shifting to an in-person market this Saturday. Sara Johnson, Market Manager of the Downtown 
Marquette Farmer s Market, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning to talk about the change and what it 
means for patrons. She explained that the change to going to in-person sales is thanks to relaxed 
COVID-19 guidelines for the U.P. Johnson said the key to remember is that the market is classified as 
an essential food retailer and should be treated that way. She added that the market will not be the 
community gathering space it has been in the past, with elements like music, children's activities, food 
demonstrations, and product sampling discontinued for the time being. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/03/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette County Sheriff Greg Zyburt Reminding All To Be Safe This 4th 
Of July

Coverage: 

Marquette County Sheriff Greg Zyburt is encouraging all residents and visitors to be safe this 4th of 
July holiday weekend. Zyburt checked in with Mark and Walt in the Morning today to share some key 
information about fireworks ordinances, travel safety and making sure to not drink and drive. Zyburt 
reminded everyone to handle fireworks safely, do not drink if you are lighting them off and to make 
sure to be courteous of neighbors and their pets.   He also said with the current hot and dry conditions 
to be especially aware to not cause fires. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/05/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: 8th Day Independence Day Holiday Weekend Special 2020

Coverage: 

 8th Day Independence Day Holiday Special MARQUETTE County, Michigan &#8211; July 5, 2020 
An entire show of music and commentary about American, the United States, Freedom and 
Independence.   Due to copyright issue, we can t publish the select and request music of our holiday 
special, but be sure to listen Labor Day Weekend live for an entirely new Holiday Special on the 8th 
Day Radio Show.
___________________________________________________________________________________



 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 07/07/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Upper Peninsula Health Plan Promoting Healthy Kids, Healthy Futures 
Campaign

Coverage: 

UPHP Clinical Coordinator Chelsea Tonn, LPN, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for an 
Upper Peninsula Health Plan Update to talk about the the Healthy Kids, Healthy Futures Children's 
Campaign. Tonn explained the campaign is a joint effort between Upper Peninsula Health Plan and 
Upper Peninsula Health Group and is designed to highlight the importance of preventive care and 
immunizations, also called well care visits, for kids of all ages. She said the agencies are teaming up 
with roughly 15 different practices across the U.P. and promoting the campaign across the region. Tonn 
said it will run from July 13 through September 30, and they are offering prizes for UPHP members, 
including drawings for gift cards, who get their well care visit done during the campaign. Tonn said 
well care visits should be scheduled every year for children 3-18 years old and really every year after 
18 for adults. She added that if parents don't know whether or not their child is due for an exam there 
are a few things they can do: First, they can call their provider office and check to see when the last 
well care visit was done. The provider office staff can check and schedule if it is needed. Tonn said for 
UPHP members, they can also call the office and someone will be more than happy to help look into it 
for them. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/12/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Pastor Travis Ryan Talks about The North Iron Church during Pandemic

Coverage: 

Pastor Travis Ryan joined Todd Pazz to discuss how the North Iron Church has been coping with 
Pandemic.   Online streaming and parking lot speakers and public address systems are technologies the 
church has used to continue serving its congregation and community in these challenging times. The 
church s mission and its expansion into L anse Campus and the Westwood Mall in Marquette, as well 
as the zoning and construction hurdles during a pandemic, were also discussed.   The church now has a 
media page with a Facebook Live , a YouTube channel , and a Chat Page to make sure even if 
parishioners can t attend in person or at the time of the services, they can catch up and commune with 
other members. The atmosphere and welcoming nature of the church was emphasized, including: 
Casual atmosphere (you'll see everything from jeans and tees to casual suits). We will not ask you to 
wear a name tag or stand up in front of the church. Our gatherings last for about 60 minutes. Bible-
based teaching from our Pastors. Live, modern, uplifting worship music. Age-appropriate teaching for 
your kids. Friendly people. Support to help you find the next steps in your walk with Christ. 
Opportunities to help others.\ Currently, Sunday services re-opened only at the Ishpeming Campus at 
10 and 11:15 AM. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 



Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/13/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: National Weather Service Radar In Marquette County Offline For 
Maintenance

Coverage: 

The National Weather Service weather radar operated at the Negaunee Township location is offline for 
about two weeks for upgrades. Matt Zika from the National Weather Service joined Mark and Walt in 
the Morning to talk about the shut down. Zika says the radar is down to refurbish and replace the 
pedestal, which is necessary for antenna rotation and positioning. He says the work is requiring the 
radome to be removed by crane and replaced when the work is completed. Zika says the The Weather 
Service says the work is needed to keep the radar functioning for another 20 years or more. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/13/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette City Manager Mike Angeli Addresses 4th Of July Beach Crowds

Coverage: 

Marquette City Manager Mike Angeli joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the 
large 4th of July gatherings that happened on the beach along McCarty s Cove on Lake Superior. 
Angeli talked about what has been learned by the city since hundreds of people went to the beach and 
disregarded coronavirus social distancing guidelines and violated other city ordinances. He also talked 
about how the city is addressing issues related to similar large crowd gatherings that may occur in the 
future. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/14/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Active Physical Therapy Can Help With Your Sciatica Pain

Coverage: 

Our latest update with Active Physical Therapy is all about the pains in our back, hip and leg known as 
sciatica. JJ Sadler, PT, DPT, Physical Therapist at Active Physical Therapy in Marquette, joined Mark 
and Walt in the Morning to talk about sciatica or sciatic neuritis. Sadler said that refers to pain and 
symptoms that radiate down the sciatic nerve that are often associated with a problem originating in the
lower back. He outlined several of the possible reasons why the condition can develop, ranging from 
degenerative spinal osteoarthritis to nerve entrapment to inflammation and swelling from arthritis, 
sprains, joint slippage or infection. Sadler also explained that the symptoms can include, but are not 
limited to, pain that may be sharp that feels like electric shocks, discomfort or numbness, to muscular 
weakness and gait dysfunction. He also talked about how sciatica is diagnosed and how a physical 
therapy regimen can be used in treating it. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 



WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/15/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: NMU Wildcat Wednesday: There's Still Time To Become A Northern 
Student

Coverage: 

Kari Garcia, Senior Associate Director of Admissions at Northern Michigan University, joined Mark 
and Walt in the Morning today for Wildcat Wednesday to talk about getting admitted to the university. 
Garcia said there is still time to get the process rolling to become a Wildcat this fall, as they do not have
a deadline for admissions.   She talked about the process and what paperwork a potential student will 
need to file. Garcia mentioned a few things for getting enrolled have changed slightly due to COVID-
19, but the primary process is all doable online, adding that all of the information can be found on the 
Admissions page on the NMU website. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/16/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Negaunee Schools Putting Bond Proposal Before Voters August 4th

Coverage: 

The Negaunee Public School District is asking for a .99-mill bond proposal that would give the district 
eight and a half million dollars for upgrades over 25 years. District Superintendent Dan Skewis joined 
Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the proposal. Skewis says, if approved, the millage 
would allow for improvements to 31 classrooms and make library renovations at the middle and high 
schools. He added that the funds would also spent on new technology and to build an indoor sports 
practice facility. The millage goes before voters on Tuesday, August 4th. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/17/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Peter White Public Library Steadily Moving Toward Fully Re-Opening

Coverage: 

Andrea Ingmire, Director of the Peter White Public Library in Marquette, joined Mark and Walt in the 
Morning today to share an update on how the library is moving toward fully restoring their services as 
the coronavirus pandemic continues. Ingmire explained that the library is working through a multi-
phase plan that will be slowly increasing the public s access to their regular programming and services.
  She added that as the state moves ahead with coronavirus management and recovery, the library will 
seek to increase their accessibility as well. Ingmire said the best way for you to find out the latest with 
the library and what services are available to call them on their main line at (906) 228-9510 or visit 
their website at pwpl.info .
___________________________________________________________________________________
 



WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/17/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Governor Gretchen Whitmer Gives COVID-19 Update For The U.P.

Coverage: 

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today with the latest 
update about the state s COVID-19 management efforts. Whitmer covered several topics, including 
what Upper Michigan residents need to consider as they continue to work to reduce the spread of the 
virus and to maintain their position at Level 5 of the 6-Phase MI Safe Start plan. She also talked about 
what U.P. schools districts will be responsible for as we move toward the scheduled start of the school 
year in Michigan this fall.   Whitmer explained that since the U.P. is at Level 5, the area districts will 
have more discretion on decision-making than much of the rest of the state, which is at Level 4. 
Whitmer opened the conversation with some of her thoughts on how Michiganders have reacted to the 
mandatory mask Executive Order she recently put into place. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/19/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Lyle Hebert 8th Day Interview €“ Upper Peninsula Muzzle Loading Association

Coverage: 

Todd Pazz interviewed Upper Peninsula Muzzle Loading Association (UPMLA) president Lyle Hebert 
about the cancellation of the Annual UPMLA Rendezvous that was to be held July 16-18th.   With the 
many members and participants of the vulnerable age, concerns with coronavirus made this year s 
event impossible. The Upper Peninsula Muzzle Loading Association commits itself to preserving the 
skills of our nation s early settlers, pioneers, and mountain men in the use of muzzle-loading firearms 
and the equipment and accouterments that accompanied such use; Because the rendezvous is the 
UPMLA s main annual event, the cancellation requires the organization to resolve issues such as the 
expiration of continuity of memberships, annual dues, and the annual UP Championship competitions; 
Additional topics included Fall events, history of the organization, and the art in the design of modern 
Muzzle Loaders. The Fall plan is to still hold the Open Invitational and Memorial Shoot on Oct 3rd at 
the Ottawa club. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/20/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Senator Ed McBroom Frustrated With Continuing COVID-19 Executive 
Orders

Coverage: 

State Senator Ed McBroom checked in today with Mark and Walt in the Morning for a legislative 
update.   The Dickinson County Republican shared his reactions to the latest COVID-19 related 
Executive Orders from Governor Gretchen Whitmer. McBroom said he is continuing to be frustrated 



with the Whitmer administration s lack of willingness to work with the legislature in forming the 
policies, but he does believe that Governor Whitmer s intentions are to save lives.   He added that it s 
difficult for him and his staff to answer questions about the EOs from his constituents when he isn t 
privy to all of the details involved. McBroom also talked briefly about what is being worked on in the 
State Senate and House pertaining to students getting back to school this fall in Michigan.   He said the 
primary item that is under consideration is a tentative agreement between the Governor and the 
Legislature on the budget for funding the school year, adding that the budget agreement will be 
addressed this week in session at the Capitol. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/22/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Beacon House Looking To Break Ground Soon In Marquette

Coverage: 

Mary Dowling, CEO of the Steve Mariucci Family Beacon House, joined Mark and Walt in the 
Morning to share an update on the capital campaign to build the hospitality facility adjacent to the 
UPHS-Marquette hospital. Dowling explained that, so far, just about $3 million has been raised for the 
effort, which means they can move into the groundbreaking phase.   She added that groundbreaking is 
pending final construction and permit approval from the City of Marquette, which is expected later this 
month.   That should allow for the groundbreaking to happen some time in August. Dowling said the $3
million raised so far will allow for the preliminary building of the facility, but another $2 million will 
be needed to finish and furnish it.   As a result, the Help Us Make It Home campaign is underway, and 
information on how to donate is available on the Beacon House website.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/23/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Round Up Your Pocket Change And Fight The Coronavirus Coin Shortage

Coverage: 

Kelly Jandron, Marquette Region Branch Administrator at Range Bank, joined Mark and Walt in the 
Morning today for an interesting talk about the current coronavirus pandemic-related coin shortage. 
Jandron explained what happened since the pandemic began in March that has resulted in the shortage.
  She also talked about the impacts it s having on both business and personal money matters. Jandron 
encouraged everyone who may have coins piled up in containers at their home or business, in in the 
cup holders in their cars to round them up and cash them in to get them back into circulation.   She 
added how to find out more about how Range Bank is set to help out. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/24/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Annual Bay Cliff Health Camp Golf Outing This September At Greywalls



Coverage: 

The Annual Bay Cliff Golf Outing is happening this fall in Marquette. Bay Cliff Golf Committee 
organizer Nicole Burony-Noble and Bay Cliff Camp Executive Director Clare Lutgen joined Mark and 
Walt in the Morning today to talk about the event and how you can get involved. Burony-Noble said 
the outing is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 2020 at Greywalls Golf Course in Marquette.   
Lutgen said the fundraiser benefits children who may not normally be able to attend Bay Cliff. There 
are opportunities still available to sign up a team to play and for individuals and businesses to support 
the event through sponsorships.   For more information or if you have any other questions regarding the
golf outing, please contact Burony-Noble at 906-226-0880 .
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/26/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Clair MacGregor of Campfire CoWorks Pandemic Followup on the 8th Day

Coverage: 

Following up her February 23rd Interview on the 8th Day Radio Show , Clair MacGregor, Operations 
Director of Campfire CoWorks , again joined Todd Pazz, but this time to discuss the difficulties to 
launching an organization dedicated to shared workspaces in the midst of the worst global pandemic in 
a hundred years. Located in downtown Marquette Michigan in the Masonic Square Mall, the Campfire 
Coworks community a for-profit company has had to put many plans on hold, but the organization still 
exists and still seeks to ignite the flames of creativity, innovation, and connection.]
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/27/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette City Commission Taking Up Smoking Ban For City Parks And 
Beaches

Coverage: 

The Marquette City Commission has a regular meeting coming up this evening.   Gary Simpson, CFO 
for the City of Marquette, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today, filling in for vacationing City 
Manager Mike Angeli, to preview the meeting. Simpson said Commissioners will be discussing an 
ordinance to formally ban smoking on the City s public beaches and all City Parks. Commissioners will
also be taking action on a resolution that places a moratorium on outdoor gatherings in excess of 250 
people for a period of 90 days or until the state s coronavirus orders are relaxed. The meeting is at 6:00 
p.m. at Commission Chambers at Marquette City Hall. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 07/27/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: United Way Of Marquette County Distributing 25,000 Free Masks To The 
County



Coverage: 

The United Way of Marquette County is distributing 25,000 free masks to the community to help 
protect area residents during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Andrew Rickauer, Executive Director 
of the United Way of Marquette County, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the 
effort and other initiatives the agency is currently undertaking. Rickauer explained that they received 
the masks from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services through the €œProject: America 
Strong € grant program, and will continue to distribute them to area groups until the supply runs out. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/29/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: NMU Wildcat Wednesday: Coronavirus Response And Planning Continues

Coverage: 

Planning for the start of the Fall 2020 semester at Northern Michigan University during the coronavirus
pandemic is continuing.   On our latest Wildcat Wednesday segment, we heard up-to-date information 
from NMU s Chief of Police Mike Bath. Bath, who co-chairs the Emergency Response Team at NMU, 
talked about some of the major changes that are being put into place on campus as the semester begins 
next month on August 17th.   He also shared information about how the coronavirus pandemic has 
changed may aspects of the university s day-to-day operations and protocols. Bath also reminded 
everyone that as the university adapts to the changes, the key things to remember are the need to wear a
mask, maintain proper social distancing, avoid large gatherings of people and be sure to wash your 
hands. Bath said the most updated and complete information about Northern s coronavirus-related 
adjustments and protocols can be found at the NMU.EDU website.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 07/30/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Melody Wagner Discusses Her Run For 109th District State House Seat

Coverage: 

Melody Wagner, a Republican challenging incumbent Democrat Sara Cambensy for the 109th District 
State House of Representatives seat, visited the Sunny studios this week to discuss her campaign. 
Wagner joined Mark and Walt in the Morning to talk about her background in law enforcement as well 
as farming and why she is running to represent the district, which covers most of Marquette county and 
Alger, Luce and Schoolcraft counties. Wagner also outlined some of the key issues she is concerned 
about in the district and the state, and how she plans to address them if elected.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 07/30/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes



The Sunny Morning Show: Learn About Ankle, Lower Leg And Foot Strength With Active's Holly 
Boburka

Coverage: 

Active Physical Therapy s Holly Boburka joined Mark and Walt in the Morning this week for the latest 
update for their latest update. Boburka, an Athletic Trainer with Active, talked about the strengthening 
of ankles, lower legs and feet in athletes who are returning to playing sports this fall.   She talked about 
who needs the strengthening and much more. Boburka mentioned that those parts of the body take on 
high stresses in athletic competition, and can be prone to injury.   She added that strengthening is key in
good performance regardless if someone has had a prior injury or is injury free. She also talked about 
ankle and leg braces and their use in sports, and how physical therapy is important in both 
strengthening those areas and recovering from injury.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 07/31/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Rep. Cambensy Discusses Marquette County Space Launch Site And Latest
Whitmer Executive Order

Coverage: 

109th District State Representative Sara Cambensy joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for a 
legislative update.   The Marquette Democrat weighed in on two major issues of the week. Cambensy 
addressed the plans to build a space launch site in northern Marquette County by the Michigan 
Aerospace Manufacturers Association.   She talked about her reactions to the announcement and what 
the project can mean to the area s economic future.   Cambensy said it came as a surprise to many and 
there is still plenty to learn about the project. Cambensy also shared her thoughts about the latest 
COVID-19 Executive Order issued by Governor Gretchen Whitmer that is impacting many small 
businesses across the Upper Peninsula.   She said the latest order was unexpected and is a tough blow 
to many small businesses in the U.P. that currently need the business from both area residents and 
tourists. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/03/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Perform4Life Launching A New App To Help You Keep Moving During 
Quarantine

Coverage: 

Perform4Life in Marquette is launching a new smartphone app for you use to help get you moving and 
exercising during the pandemic. Dawn Evans joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about 
the Mywellness 5.0 and what it can do to help keep you motivated.   She explained it features 
interactive, on demand workout videos for anyone to check out and use. Evans also explained that there
are now locally-produced video workouts that are available as well that were shot in several locales 
around the area. 



___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/04/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Upper Peninsula Health Plan Assisting Members With Medical 
Transportation

Coverage: 

Upper Peninsula Health Plan enrolled members can utilize the agency s transportation assistance to 
connect them with the care they need. Without it, they possibly would not receive necessary medical 
care to prevent future illness. Mandie Haile, UPHP Transportation Coordinator, joined Mark and Walt 
in the Morning today to talk about the services that can help with non-emergent medical transportation 
assistance to medical appointments for UPHP members. Haile explained that the assistance is provided 
through direct mileage reimbursement, local bus and taxi services or volunteer drivers as needed. She 
said to find out more about how this specialized assistance helps UPHP enrolled members, contact the 
UPHP Transportation Department direct by dialing 1-800-835-2556 and follow the prompts to reach 
the department. Haile added that UPHP also has an online tool to request transportation assistance 
which is located at the UPHP website at www.uphp.com/transportation .
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/04/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Governor Gretchen Whitmer Discusses Coronavirus Executive Orders

Coverage: 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer checked in today with Mark and Walt in the Morning to talk about her 
recent executive order that tightened some restrictions on the Upper Peninsula and a portion of northern
Lower Michigan. Whitmer explained some of the reasons behind the decision by her and her COVID-
19 team to increase restrictions on indoor bar service and sizes of indoor and outdoor social gatherings 
in regions 6 and 8. She also talked about what factors and trends she and her advisors will be watching 
as students begin to return to the area to attend Northern Michigan University and other schools in the 
state. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 08/05/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: August 2020 Primary Election Result Update

Coverage: 

In the Democratic primary in the 1st Congressional District, Dana Ferguson was the winner over Linda 
O'Dell. With just under 100% of precincts reporting, Ferguson had 44,756 votes to O'Dell's 24,872. 
Ferguson now moves on to take on Republican incumbent Jack Bergman in the November general 
election. In the Republican primary for the 109th District State House seat, Melody Wagner was the 



winner with 3,278 votes over Matt Goss with 3,004. Wagner will face Democrat incumbent Sara 
Cambensy in November. In the Democratic primary in the western U.P. to select the challenger to 
Republican incumbent Greg Markkanen in the 110th House District, Janet Metsa was the winner over 
Lawrence Dale and Casey VerBerkmoes. In the eastern U.P., in the 107th District State House Race, 
Republican John Damoose will face off against Democrat Jim Page in November. Damoose and and 
Page won their respective primaries to run for the seat being vacated by current State House Speaker 
Lee Chatfield, who is term-limited out. Damoose had 7,968 votes on the Republican side while Page 
won the democratic primary with 4,909 votes. In the Marquette County Commission 2nd District 
election, Joe DeRocha had 1,436 votes to Sterling Schultz with 751. In the Marquette Township 
Supervisor election, Lyn Durant was the top vote-getter with 501 over David Wiegand with 246. In the 
Marquette Township Trustee election, Linda Winslow finished with 619 votes to 331 for John Markes. 
In the Marquette County Mine Inspector race, Steven Bertucci finished in first with 3,854 votes. Allan 
Koski had 3,537 and John Hamel, Jr. had 3,130, and in the run for Marquette County Drain 
Commissioner, Mike Farrell had 5,540 to Paul Altobello s 4,629. Taking a look at some of the millage 
and bond proposals in Marquette County, the Marquette County Transit Authority, MARQ-TRAN, 
Millage Renewal Request was passed by voters with 10,905 YES votes to 3,141 NO. In the City of 
Marquette, the Senior Services Millage Renewal passed by a vote of 3,683 YES to 316 NO. Elsewhere,
the Negaunee Public Schools Bond Proposal was approved by a count of 1,662 YES to 876 NO. Voters 
in Skandia Township approved both the Library Millage Renewal and the Township Road Millage 
Renewal, and the Tilden Township Road Millage Renewal was also passed. In Sands Township, the 
Operating Millage Renewal and Library Millage Renewal were approved, and in Powell Township, the 
Operating Millage Renewal request was passed. - 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 08/06/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Senator Gary Peters Launches Investigation Of U.S. Postal Service

Coverage: 

U.S. Senator Gary Peters, Ranking Member of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee, is launching an investigation into reported delays at the U.S. Postal Service that are 
preventing Americans from receiving critical mail on-time. Peters joined Mark and Walt in the Morning
today to talk about the effort and what he is hoping to accomplish. He said despite repeated inquiries, 
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy has failed to provide answers when pressed for details on reported 
service delays following recent changes directed by Postal Service leadership that could undermine 
delivery service during a pandemic and ahead of the general election. Peters says he is seeking 
additional information from anyone who has seen unexpected changes to their mail delivery. Members 
of the public can report problems by visiting www.peters.senate.gov/postal .
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/06/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: UP Regional Blood Center In Critical Need Of Many Blood Types

Coverage: 



The UP Regional Blood Center is currently experiencing a critical need for O-, O+, A-, A+ blood types.
Rachel Heath, Blood Collection Coordinator with the U.P. Regional Blood Center, joined Mark and 
Walt in the Morning today to talk about the need and how you can donate. Heath said the UPRBC has 
collection sites in Marquette, Hancock and Escanaba and is the primary supplier of blood to 13 U.P. 
hospitals. She explained that people can set up an appointment to donate at the Marquette location by 
calling (906) 449-1450 . She added that latest information on upcoming blood drives and more can be 
found at their Facebook page at UPRBC906 . 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/07/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Sign Up Today For The Bay Cliff Charity Golf Outing!

Coverage: 

The Annual Bay Cliff Charity Golf Outing is happening in a few weeks in Marquette, and there is still 
time to get involved. Bay Cliff Golf Committee organizer Nicole Burony-Noble and Bay Cliff Camp 
Executive Director Clare Lutgen joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for an update about the 
event and how you can get involved. Burony-Noble said the outing is Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 
Greywalls Golf Course in Marquette. Lutgen said the fundraiser benefits children who may not 
normally be able to attend Bay Cliff. There are opportunities still available to sign up a team to play 
and for individuals and businesses to support the event through sponsorships. For more information or 
if you have any other questions regarding the golf outing, please contact Burony-Noble at 906-226-
0880.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/07/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Blues Artist Shawn Pittman Coming To Calumet Theatre This Monday

Coverage: 

The Historic Calumet Theatre welcomes renowned blues guitarist and vocalist Shawn Pittman on 
Monday, August 10th. Pittman s show is part of the Theatre s Musical Mondays series and showtime is 
7:30pm at 340 6th Street in Calumet, MI. Pittman joined Walt Lindala this morning to talk about his 
music and the show. The show marks a return to Upper Michigan for Pittman who played at the 2019 
Marquette Area Blues Fest. The Tulsa-based Pittman recently released his thirteenth album, Make It 
Right, and will have copies available at the show. General Seating tickets are $22 and can be ordered 
online .   You can also call the Theatre at (906) 337-2610.  
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 08/09/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer and Various Leader Across the State Announce New Discrimination 
and Inequality Prevention Initiatives



Coverage: 

On Wednesday, August 5th  Governor Whitmer was joined by several leaders from across the state to 
announce new initiatives to prevent discrimination and racial inequality in Michigan.   Gretchen 
Whitmer: Good morning. It is August 5th, and I am joined today by the Lieutenant Governor Garlin 
Gilchrist, Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, our Chief Medical Executive, and Flint mayor, Sheldon Neeley. So I 
want to start today by talking about Michigan State Police Trooper Caleb Starr, who passed away after 
he was struck by a drunk driver on July 10th. Trooper Starr joined the Michigan State Police in 
September of 2018 as a member of the 135th trooper recruit school. He was 33 years old. I want to 
offer my sincerest condolences to his wife, Rachel, and their two little girls. And I want to remind all 
Michiganders to stay safe on the roads. It's nearly five months since the first cases of COVID-19 hit our
state. Five months and we still don't have a comprehensive national strategy from the federal 
government. We don't have a federal mask mandate, or a widespread testing plan. And the federal 
government has not yet agreed on a recovery plan to help the states and locals mitigate the 
unprecedented impact that this virus has had. Yesterday we announced that president Trump has 
granted my request, that he authorized the use of the Michigan National Guard forces for COVID-19 
response through December 31st of 2020. And for that, we are grateful. I do think it's worthy of note, 
however, that the president to fully fund the National Guard activities in two other states. While the rest
of us are funded at 75%, the states of Florida and Texas have been determined to be funded at 100%. 
It's unfortunate that this is the case because every one of us is confronting COVID-19. The rest of the 
states who've got to operate at 75% will have to make some hard choices about whether to continue 
National Guard missions for testing, disinfecting public spaces, distributing food, and more. This is yet 
one more reason that we need direct funding to the states for the next recovery, in the next recovery 
package. Michigan and states across the country need the federal government to step up so that we can 
continue providing critical services and protecting families and businesses from COVID- 19. It's time 
for the president and Congress to work together in bipartisan way to pass the recovery package to 
support state governments, families, frontline workers, and small business owners. People across the 
country are counting on the federal government to put partisanship and games aside and start working 
together for the benefit of all Americans. And here's what we need, aid to state and local governments 
so we can continue providing critical services to families. States across the country are struggling 
because of unprecedented impact that this crisis has had on our budgets. We also need extension of 
pandemic unemployment benefits, so that working families can pay for things like rent and utility bills. 
We needed an increase in SNAP benefits because nobody should have to worry about how they're 
going to put food on the table during a global pandemic. We need funding for childcare to help our 
crucial frontline workers who put their lives on the line every single day to take care of us, so that their 
kids can be taken care of. We need an extension on the federal student loan payment and interest freeze 
past September, so that we can give borrowers additional relief while the economy recovers. We need 
an increase, an extension of the FMAP, so that federal government covers a greater share of Medicaid 
costs. And we need aid that helps and starts with funding our K-12 schools and higher education 
institutions, without insisting that schools open even if it's not safe. After delaying action for months, 
Senator McConnell in the Senate, Republicans released a proposal last week that fails to meet the scale 
of the crisis we confront. Unlike the House-passed Heroes Act, McConnell's plan guts benefits for 
millions of Americans, and puts our economic recovery more out of reach. With more than 25 million 
people out of work, and unemployment claims on the rise for the second week in a row, now is not the 
time to slash benefits that have been a lifeline for so many Americans. People all across our country are
struggling with the need, and the need for real help to pull; to pull the rug out from under them right 
now, while we're still very much in the midst of the public health crisis and economic recession doesn't 
make any sense. Republicans need to drop this plan and join Democrats in a bipartisan way and 
construct a comprehensive stimulus package that meets the need of everyday Americans. We need 



leaders who are going to work together to help families, and frontline workers, and small business 
owners. Nobody has time for election-year partisan games when lives are on the line. This is a crisis 
and we need bipartisan action right now. So today I'm joined by leaders from across the state to 
announce a series of new initiatives to prevent discrimination and racial inequity in Michigan. Since I 
was sworn in as governor, I've made it a top priority of mine and my administration's to include more 
people of color, more women, more members of the LGBTQ+ community, more people who are 
representative of the socioeconomic classes in Michigan, and the geographic areas in Michigan, at the 
table. And not a tokenism way, but in an empowered way. We've been able to build a more inclusive 
state government, but there certainly is more work to do. Today I signed an executive order to create 
the Black Leadership Advisory Council of Michigan, which I will work closely with to develop our 
policies and paths to opportunity for black Michiganders. I want to thank Senator Erika Geiss, who 
sponsored the original legislation, for her leadership. This is the first advisory council of its kind 
focusing on African American issues in Michigan. And I'm proud to work closely with leaders like 
those here today to build a more just and equitable state. The deadline to apply for the council is 5:00 
PM, Wednesday, August 19th. And the link to apply is michigan.gov/appointments. And candidates 
should select Black Leaders Advisory Council from the drop menu on the application. Today, I also 
signed an executive directive declaring racism as a public health crisis in Michigan. I want to thank the 
Michigan Legislative Black Council for their leadership. This pandemic has confirmed and highlighted 
the deadly nature of these preexisting inequities caused by systemic racism. COVID-19 is more than 
four times as likely to take the life of a black Michigander than a white one. And this reflects 
longstanding deep societal economic and environmental disparities. This executive directive directs 
MDHHS to work with other state departments to examine data, develop and plan policies, engage, 
communicate, and advocate for communities of color. Dr. Khaldun will also touch on further steps the 
department will take to address systemic racism in Michigan. And I want to thank Dr. Khaldun for her 
leadership. She's the reason Michigan was one of the first three states to release demographic data so 
that we could help better act to protect people in our state. DHHS is the largest state department that 
touches the most citizens in our state. And so her work is crucial, and the work that director Robert 
Gordon is doing as well. They'll work around the clock to help us reach our goals. And I know how 
important it is for state government to lead by example, which is why I've directed that all state 
employees be required to take implicit bias training, including myself, and our entire executive office. 
Implicit bias is simply an unconscious preference that exists in each one of us. And as public servants, 
we have a duty to understand how those tendencies impact our actions on the lives of others. The 
training is required for both existing employees, and must be completed within 60 days for newly hired 
employees. This is not alleging that people are racist; it's recognizing that everyone has biases from 
where we grew up, or how we were raised. It's just a fact. And that's why we've got to acknowledge it, 
and seek to address it. We have a lot of work to do to eradicate the systemic racism that black 
Americans have faced for generations, and it's going to take time. But the most important thing we can 
do during this time is work closely with leaders across the state, in every community, to find the root 
cause of problems and work to eradicate them. This group will continue to keep an open dialogue as we
work toward our goal of ensuring that we build a stronger Michigan where everyone, no matter what 
community they're from, has a real opportunity. And with that, I want to introduce Lieutenant Governor
Garlin Gilchrist, chair of the COVID-19 Task Force on Racial Disparities, to talk a little bit more about 
the work that they're doing. Thank you. Garlin Gilchrist: Thank you governor. And good morning 
everyone. I would like to also acknowledge Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, and Flint mayor Sheldon Neeley, 
who you'll be hearing from in a few moments. I too want to express my deepest condolences to the 
family of Trooper Caleb Starr, the entire State of Michigan is feeling this- Caleb Starr, the entire state 
of Michigan is feeling this tragic loss and he'll be missed by all of his colleagues in the Michigan State 
Police. We thank him and all of you for your service. These past several months have been very 
difficult for all of us as we have dealt with this virus that moves quickly and silently. It has been tough 



for the families who've lost loved ones to this devastating virus. And I count myself among those, 
losing 23 people in my life to COVID-19. It's been tough for the frontline workers who have faced 
great uncertainty as they showed up to work to keep vital, life sustaining services operating. I saw this 
firsthand yesterday when I went to get tested out of an abundance of caution when one of our sitting 
state senators in the legislature tested positive for COVID-19 and I pray for his recovery. And I pray 
that everyone who may have even feared they'd been in contact with someone gets tested. Thankfully, 
my results did come back negative. But I encourage every person again, to get tested. And you can find 
the nearest testing location at michigan.gov/coronavirustest. It's been really difficult for our children 
who've basically had to relearn how to learn. Taking classes online, who haven't seen their friends or 
classmates or even some family members in months. And again, I feel this personally with my twin six 
year olds and my baby girl, Ruby. This is really difficult for employees who've had to work differently 
or for those who hadn't been able to work because their workplaces have had the pause operations in 
the name of public health and public safety. But if you're a black person in Michigan, or if you're a 
person of color in our state, the pandemic has been even more difficult in all of these cases. You see, we
know the coronavirus itself doesn't discriminate, but it literally feeds upon the discriminatory inequities
that exist in our system. This pandemic has held a mirror up to our entire country's healthcare system 
and we've seen that communities of color are suffering at higher rates in part, because of a lack of 
attachment to that healthcare system. In our state, we've still had about 40% of our stats be black 
residents from coronavirus, but our population is merely 14%. in addition to being more likely to work 
in one of those jobs that is really risky in the concert of the pandemic, but critical and needing to 
function, black and brown employees have been more likely to be laid off or to have their hours 
reduced. A report from the University of Michigan actually, found that nearly half of black Detroiters 
and a third of Latino Detroiters say they have lost their jobs due to this pandemic. And we all know too 
well that businesses owned by black and other people of color entrepreneurs have been more likely to 
have had to close down and less likely to receive government assistance, especially from the federal 
government. That the assistance that they would need to keep the paychecks flowing, to keep people on
their payrolls and to not close their operations and continue to be the anchors that they are in the 
communities. While these injustices in our country frankly, have been exacerbated and intensified by 
coronavirus, they are as old as America itself. They're the same inequities that after the killings of 
George Floyd and so many others, have motivated Americans from every background and identity to 
confront the legacy of systemic racism that has been a stain on our nation for centuries. That is why 
we're saying what should have been said long ago, racism is a public health crisis. However, it is not 
enough to simply label an injustice. We have to actively take steps to replace injustice with justice. This
formal declaration from our administration creates the space for state departments and agencies to 
specifically examine, respond to and coordinate all of our policies and programs to quickly and 
substantively put Michigan on a path to address these issues head on. The governor mentioned signing 
an executive order creating the Black Leadership Advisory Council. This will be a leading pillar of this 
effort to lay a new foundation of equity and inclusion in Michigan. The Black Leadership Advisory 
Console is among a set of diverse ethnic commissions within the state of Michigan's government. This 
council will include at least one person between the age of 18 and 35, to bring the experiences of our 
young Michiganders. The council will also include at least one person who is an immigrant or has 
experience on immigration policy. See black folks, we are the largest racial minority in the state, but 
this council, as the governor alluded to, is the first of its kind in Michigan that will elecbate and engage 
black leaders and our representatives. It will build upon the work that we've begun with the Michigan 
coronavirus taskforce on racial disparities. And it will expand the scope of that work to develop 
policies to address disparities om health, create generational economic opportunity, lead to community 
investment, provide access to affordable and available housing, increase public safety in the truest 
sense, make investments in education, environmental justice and broadly create more opportunities for 
black Michiganders to pursue happiness and success. When we have full and complete representation, 



we have policies and programs that can address people's full and complete concerns. We are one of the 
first states and still, unfortunately to this day, one of just a few states who are actually tracking and 
reporting our cases of coronavirus and COVID-19 deaths by race and ethnicity. We're the first 
administration to join our in the March for Justice as we marched down Woodward in Detroit, after the 
murder of George Floyd. I was also proud to join protestors on the west side of Detroit and Dexter and 
Davidson. We were the first state to form a task force to specifically and explicitly apply the full force 
of state government to address the racial disparities that we have seen during this pandemic and how 
they connect to longer term health disparities. And we were the first administration to require implicit 
bias training in state government and in medical professionals licenser processes. Just as we've used 
data and science and evidence to drive action during this crisis, we will use data and science and 
evidence to act on equity and inclusion. The state will begin examining this data to document the 
differences in health outcomes among racial and ethnic groups in Michigan and how they must be 
collected, analyzed and made publicly available to help leaders implement equitable policies. This will 
help departments better understand how racial disparities and societal environmental and behavioral 
factors intersect to affect resources like good jobs, access to healthy and affordable food and housing, 
equitable transportation options, quality public education and opportunities for diverse entrepreneurs. 
The equity impact assessments, which I'm frankly, very excited about that Dr. Khaldun will speak to, is 
another thing that we're introducing. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has 
launched this tool to further address implicit bias and how we can make sure that equity is centered in 
the choices that we make at state government. This will use data, community engagement and analysis 
as a way to make sure the policies and the practices within the department are providing the best 
services in mitigating inequities and disparities. If we are going to design a new system that works for 
everyone, we need to ensure that everyone has a seat at the table. That is why we're putting out this call
to action today for people to step up and lend their voices and experiences to building a better 
Michigan. You can start by applying for the black leadership council, advisory council. I want to 
second that and go to michigan.gov/appointments to do so. Those of us in positions of power and 
leadership at any level, have a responsibility to use the tools at our disposal to put everyone's success 
within their reach. The actions that we're announcing today are another step toward this administration 
fulfilling that responsibility. Now I'd like to close today with the words of James Baldwin, whose 
birthday recently passed. See James Baldwin said that, €œNot everything that is faced can be changed, 
but nothing can be changed until it is faced. € Neither I, nor this administration will turn our faces 
away from injustice when we have the opportunity and the power to write it. And with that, I'd like to 
welcome Dr. Joneigh Khaldun here to the podium for an update. Thank you. Joneigh Khaldun: Good 
morning. And thank you, lieutenant governor and governor. I'm proud to stand with Governor Whitmer,
Lieutenant Governor Gilchrist and Mayor Neeley today to declare racism a public health crisis. As has 
been discussed many times, communities of color are disproportionately impacted by many health 
conditions, whether it's cancer mortality, heart disease, diabetes, maternal mortality, infant mortality 
and now COVID-19. The statistics are staggering and we must do better. And let's be clear, these 
disparities have nothing to do with genetics and race. They are due to unequal treatment and racism that
have plagued our society for centuries. But I'm encouraged because there is something that we can do 
about it. Declaring racism as a public health crisis means that we will and must tackle this with urgency
and intention. I'm excited about the steps that the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
is taking under the leadership and commitment of director, Robert Gordon, but also the expertise and 
dedication of the department's diversity equity and inclusion council that has been championing this 
work for years. One of the things we're doing is expanding the application of a decision making process
throughout the department that will work to decrease systematic disparities and inequities in 
marginalized populations. This tool is called an equity impact assessment and it provides a concrete, 
organized and objective way of assessing processes, budget allocations, policies and programs with an 
equity lens. We know that inequity is created and perpetuated by programs are sometimes unintentional



and they're embedded into historical government systems and processes. And the equity impact 
assessment will guide MDHHS leaders to think through implications of their decisions on minority 
populations and will absolutely help reduce disparities and inequities. We're going to start with the 
Department of Health and Human Services, but then also work with other departments and agencies on 
implementation of this tool. I'm excited because this is something that is concrete and it will drive 
change. And I'm proud of our department for leading these efforts. Let's talk about COVID-19 and 
where we stand in the state. Yesterday, we announced 84,050 cases and 6,220 total deaths in Michigan. 
Overall, we are seeing a plateau in cases after a slight uptick in June and July. €¦ after a slight uptick in 
June and July. And as we have seen throughout this pandemic, the disease spread looks different by 
region. I'm going to go through that now. So the Detroit, Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo regions have 
just over 40 cases per million people per day, and have seen a steady decrease over the past two to three
weeks. The Jackson and Upper Peninsula regions both have about 35 cases per million people per day, 
and have also seen decreases over the past one to two weeks. The Saginaw region has just under 30 
cases per million people per day, and has seen a decrease over the past week. And the Lansing region 
also has just under 30 cases per million people per day, but they have seen a two week increase in their 
rate of cases as well. The Travers city region is currently the only region of the state that has under 10 
cases per million people per day, and they continue to see a decrease over the past three weeks. We also
continue to focus on our testing. So we are now holding steady at about 28,000 tests per day, and that's 
about 2% of our population per week that is getting a test. And the good news is that our percent of 
tests that are positive is also now trending down. It's at 3.4% down from 3.7% the previous week. Our 
hospitalizations and deaths continue to remain steady and low, particularly the deaths. These are all 
good signs, and we will continue to monitor these metrics. But as we all know, even if a trend is 
stabilizing, it only takes a few people to create an outbreak and have the disease spread rapidly. So 
these plateauing trends are not reasons to let our guard down. There's still disease spread across the 
state, and we're still seeing several outbreaks across the state in every region. So last week, our local 
health departments identified 99 new outbreaks that they were investigating. And that's an increase 
from the 78 new outbreaks that they had the previous week. These outbreaks continue to occur in a 
variety of settings. The top categories for outbreaks are our skilled nursing facilities and other longterm
care facilities, social gatherings and schools, and it includes colleges, childcare centers, and day camps.
So we still have to keep fighting this disease that's still very present across the state. We're seeing way 
too many outbreaks and our cases are not get low enough to think that we can let our guard down, even 
for a moment. So that means the basics again, wearing masks, washing hands, maintaining six feet of 
distance between yourself and others, really remain the best thing that you can do to protect yourself 
and the community. And please know, that even though our recent numbers of deaths are low, we're still
learning every day about new research on the longterm health impacts of COVID-19. So this means 
anyone, including young people, can have longterm lung, brain and heart damage. So please do not 
think that you are invincible. Testing continues to be incredibly important. So if you work outside the 
home, if you're sick, or if you've been exposed to someone who has been sick, please go and get a test. 
You can go to our website, www. michigan.gov/coronavirustest, or you can call 211, and someone will 
help you identify a site. We have over 300 testing sites across the state. And I will continue to remind 
you, please answer the phone if someone from a health department calls you or now sends you a text 
message. We have been able to successfully reach out to 97% of contacts of positive cases within 24 
hours, but only 47% of those calls are actually being completed. So this means that people are still not 
answering their phones, or we might have a wrong phone number. Please do your part, speak to us if 
we call you, it is one of the most important things that we can all do to keep disease spread as low as 
possible. So we've come a long way since the spring, but we still have much work to do, if we're going 
to keep disease spread down and get our kids back to school in the fall. Thank you. And with that, I will
turn it over to Mayor Neeley. Mayor Neely: Good morning. And thank you, Dr. Calhoun, and also 
Lieutenant governor Garlin Gilchrist and also governor Gretchen Whitmer. I also want to lend my 



support and prayers to the Star family, lost trooper. Is definitely difficult times in our community when 
we lose a true community patriot and also officer, so we've from the community of Flint will also 
extend our prayers to the family. And being a strong man of faith, I've always been taught that praise is 
an act of your actions. Praise is an act of your actions. And today's actions by a governor Whitmer 
deserves praise. Being the former legislative black caucus chairman, and also a mayor of a black 
community, I do understand the disparities and what we have to overcome as a community and also as 
a state. And I am so proud of this governor and the Lieutenant governor and this administration and the 
state of Michigan for making these bold moves and really showing what leadership is all about. The 
world can take a snapshot of what's being done here today to really talk about the level of equality. 
Equality is only a word unless it's met with unity and goodwill. And this administration is showing both
unity and goodwill. The disparities that Dr. Calhoun talked about, infant mortality, maternal mortality, 
environmental injustices, disparate treatment by law enforcement. We're going to get beyond that, and 
it starts today in the state of Michigan. And I am so proud to be asked to be here, to speak to this. I'm so
proud of our governor. I'm so proud of our lieutenant governor to take these steps, to move our 
communities forward. This is a wonderful day in Michigan, but I encourage all of you to be a part of 
the change, to be a part of equality, to be a part of unity, and to meet it with goodwill. So thank you, 
Governor Whitmer. Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist, and thank you, Dr. Calhoun for 
all of the benefits that Michiganders are going to benefit moving forward. Thank you and God bless. 
Gretchen Whitmer: Thank you, Mayor Neely. Doing an enough important and strong job in the city of 
Flint. So thank you for being here, appreciate your leadership. All right, with that, this is a new one. We
are taking questions from the press. They are via Zoom call because we wanted to make sure we keep 
everyone safe as we adhere to the new rules about indoor gatherings across the States, so we only have 
10 people in this room, and so the press has had to Zoom in. So with that, I'd be happy to open it up for 
a few questions. Speaker 1: Governor, the first question will come from Eric Wood. Eric Wood: Hello 
governor. Now, despite the Traverse City region being so far ahead of others in numbers of cases, some
restrictions were tightened last week. You said you wanted to nip this in the bud before school begins. 
So does that mean we can expect it not to see any changes or loosening of restrictions until school 
begins, especially coming up the labor day weekend, no matter positive changes in the numbers? 
Gretchen Whitmer: Yeah. So I appreciate the question, Eric. I think that it's really important that we 
stay focused on the fact that this virus still doesn't show up in numbers until a couple of weeks later. 
That's the dangerous, insidious thing about COVID-19 is that you can be carrying it and not even know
it. I mean, they say 30% of the population that's probably true for, is that accurate number? We're 
learning a lot about this virus. So conventional wisdom is now though that maybe a third of the people 
who have it don't even know they have it. And that's why you don't see the numbers in terms of the 
positivity cases until a few weeks later, and then a few weeks later seeing the hospitalization. So we 
know that our actions today are going to dictate whether or not we are in a strong position to safely 
resume some in-person instruction this fall. If you look around the world at what's happened in 
countries that have resumed in person instruction, the countries that have done so successfully are the 
ones where they've seen their numbers continuously declining. Well, as Dr. Jay just explained, we are at
a plateau, essentially. Countries that have been successful have less than 25 per million per day. We are 
well above that all across the state of Michigan right now, and that's why it's really important that we 
tighten up where we can. We're trying to avoid moving back a phase. That's something that I'm hopeful 
we can prevent from happening, but it's all going to be dictated by what people do. And we will see it 
in the numbers and the next week, the next two weeks, the next three weeks. If people are serious about
masking up and washing their hands and not congregating, it's going to be really important. Eric, I'll be 
up in your part of the state to memorialize former Governor Bill Milliken, who was our state's longest 
serving governor. And we are very strictly observing the executive order when it comes to two 
gatherings. And it's because every one of us has to do our part. So can I tell you with certainty that 
there will be no more changes for the next three weeks? No, of course I cannot. Because what will 



drive all the decision making will continue to be the epidemiology and the public health needs all 
across Michigan. And of course our goal of keeping the economy engaged and getting our kids back in 
school. Speaker 1: The next question will come from Rob, from Channel Four. Rob: Yeah. So hi, 
governor. The question about the mask mandate, your enforcement mandate, are you seeing enough 
results? And can you discuss the enforcement measures that are in place and whether you think that this
is contentious and how you prevent it from getting there? Gretchen Whitmer: So I ap[limit]
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/12/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Hiawatha Music Co-Op Presenting Weekly Live Online Musical 
Performances

Coverage: 

The Hiawatha Music Co-Op is continuing their mission of supporting and presenting traditional music 
to the public during the coronavirus pandemic. Co-Op Executive Director Susan Divine joined Mark 
and Walt in the Morning today to talk about their weekly online concert series Live at the 
Fold&#8221;.   Divine explained that even though the co-op s regular shows and their marquee event, 
the annual traditional music festival held each July in Marquette, were cancelled this year due to the 
coronavirus outbreak, they are continuing to showcase and support musicians with the virtual concert 
series. Divine said the series features musicians from the Marquette area as well as around the country 
and gives them a chance to perform live at their offices on 3rd Street in Marquette as well as at remote 
locations.   The shows are streamed live every Thursday evening at 7:00 on the Hiawatha Music Co-Op
s Facebook page. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 08/12/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: NMU Wildcat Wednesday: Passport To Campus Program Getting Campus 
Up And Running

Coverage: 

Northern Michigan University s Passport To Campus program is getting students, faculty and staff back
on campus for the start of the school year. University Spokesman Derek Hall joined us for Wildcat 
Wednesday today to share the latest details of this concentrated effort to safely return all people back 
into the campus environment during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Hall said the program has been
largely successful and features a contact-less way to get everyone a COVID-19 screening test, receive 
NMU facemasks, and be given the resources to have a healthy, successful year at NMU. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/13/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: NMU Athletic Director Forrest Karr Discusses Postponed Sports Season



Coverage: 

The Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, also known as GLIAC, has officially suspending 
all sports competition until January of next year.   The council of presidents voted unanimously on the 
decision yesterday. The decision means that Northern Michigan University and several other state 
universities will have to wait until 2021 to resume their athletic programs. The winter and spring sports 
competition calendar will be announced at a later date. NMU Athletic Director Forrest Karr shared 
some of his thoughts on what it all means for Wildcat sports with mediaBrew s Luke Ghiardi and Tyler 
Young. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 08/13/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Northern Michigan University Fall Semester Update With President Fritz 
Erickson

Coverage: 

Northern Michigan University President Fritz Erickson joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to 
talk about the start of the Fall 2020 semester. Erickson talked about several of the changes to how 
students, faculty and staff are being brought back to the campus during the coronavirus pandemic, and 
what still remains the same. He also talked about how the university has adapted to the fluidity of the 
pandemic and the challenges it has presented since last March.   Erickson also touched on what factors 
NMU officials are watching as the university moves into the semester with an eye to the future. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/14/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Silver Creek Church In Harvey Hosting Block Party This Weekend

Coverage: 

The Silver Creek Church in Harvey, MI is hosting a neighborhood block party this weekend.   Pastor 
Kevin Taylor joined Mark and Walt in the Morning to invite listeners to come to the event. It's being 
held this Saturday from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm at the church at 219 Silver Creek Road and is open to the 
public. Taylor explained that due to current circumstances this year s event will be held as a drive-thru 
and children will receive backpacks, school supplies and hygiene kits. Each child will also be given a 
coupon for three free outfits from Silver Creek Thrift. Children must be present to receive these items. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 08/17/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Lake Superior Community Partnership CEO Amy Clickner Discusses 
Retirement



Coverage: 

Lake Superior Community Partnership CEO Amy Clickner joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today
for an update on the agency and more. Clickner talked about her planned retirement as CEO that was 
announced last week.   She will be stepping down from the post by spring of next year, and she shared 
some thoughts about her 23 years as the CEO.   She also explained that the agency is hoping to have a 
new CEO hired by the first of the year and she will stay on through the first quarter to aid in the 
transition. Clickner also shared an update about the Love On Local program and how to get involved in
the gift card-based effort to promote and support local small businesses in and around Marquette 
County. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/17/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Senator Ed McBroom Explains €œNo € Vote For Return To Learn 
Legislation

Coverage: 

State Senator Ed McBroom joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the bipartisan 
Return To Learn package of bills moving in the state legislature intended to provide K-12 schools 
districts in Michigan guidelines for re-opening with face-to-face instruction this fall and why he voted 
against it. The legislation calls for the mandatory 180-day school year to be dropped but teachers will 
still have to work that amount of time. In addition, students would take an assessment test in the first 
nine weeks of the year. School Boards will have to meet monthly with the community to outline the 
plans that are in place. School counts will include 75-percent of the attendance from last year and 25-
percent from this year. McBroom said the plan is full of unrealistic and unnecessary goals and 
measures and was created by people who know very little about the actual process of teaching in a 
classroom.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/18/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: USDA Rural Development Allocates $8 Million For U.P. Electric 
Improvements

Coverage: 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is investing $8 Million to improve rural electric service in the 
central U.P. Michigan s USDA State Director of Rural Development Jason Allen joined Mark and Walt 
in the Morning today to talk about the Alger-Delta Cooperative Electric Association receiving an $8-
million loan. Allen explained that the funds will go to build nine miles of line in their service area and 
include just over $2-million in smart grid technologies. Alger-Delta serves over 10,000 members in six 
counties in the U.P. The funds come from a USDA $371 million program to build and improve electric 
systems in 11 states. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 



WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 08/18/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: UP Regional Blood Center Still In Critical Need Of All Blood Types

Coverage: 

Rachel Heath, Blood Collection Coordinator with the U.P. Regional Blood Center, joined Mark and 
Walt in the Morning today to talk about the center s severe critical need for all blood types. Heath said 
the Blood Center is the primary supplier to 13 U.P. hospitals, and they have collection sites in 
Marquette, Hancock and Escanaba. She encouraged anyone who can donate blood should visit their 
Facebook page or website at www.mgh.org/blood for center details and blood drive locations. For 
hours and scheduling at their Marquette location at 427 West College Avenue, please call (906) 449-
1450 . 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/20/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Marquette and Alger Counties Rolling Out New
Programs

Coverage: 

Jayne Letts, Executive Director of Big Brother/Big Sisters of Marquette and Alger Counties, stopped in
this week to talk about some of the agency s new programs that have been started up in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic. She shared some information about programs like the Big Neighbors effort that 
to help supports Littles and their families during the pandemic. Letts explained that as a Big Neighbor, 
your donation will be used to purchase items for a family in Marquette and Alger County. You will also
have the option to purchase items and drop them off to the BBBS office. She also talked about getting 
involved by becoming a Big and how to go about it.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/20/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Rep Sara Cambensy Weighs In On MI Tax Tribunal Reappointment

Coverage: 

109th District State Representative Sara Cambensy is speaking out against the reappointing of Victoria 
Enyart to the Michigan Tax Tribunal by Governor Gretchen Whitmer. Cambensy joined Mark and Walt 
in the Morning today and said Enyart, who was originally appointed to the Tribunal in 2008, has been 
instrumental in holding up efforts to do away with the €˜Dark Store' tax loophole. That loophole allows
big box retailers to artificially reduce their tax bill and strips local communities of tax revenue. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/21/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes



The Sunny Morning Show: Negaunee Public Schools Preparing for Start Of School Year

Coverage: 

The Negaunee Public Schools are getting set for the start of the 2020 school year.   District 
Superintendent Dan Skewis checked in with Walt and Mark in the Morning today to share the latest 
updates. Skewis explained that the district will be working in a hybrid model as the majority of students
will be in the classroom this fall for face-to-face classes, but some will be using online learning at 
home. Skewis also talked about athletics at the school and what this fall s seasons are shaping up like. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 08/23/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer Restates Importance of Wearing a Mask During August 14 Press 
Conference

Coverage: 

During the Press Conference on Friday, August 14th, Governor Whitmer restated the importance of 
wearing a mask and staying vigilant during this time, as well as sharing stats on where Michigan stands
in terms of number of new cases each week.   She also goes on to thank the front line workers. Listen to
the August 14th conference or read the transcript below.  Gov. Gretchen Whitmer: Good morning. 
Today is Friday, August 14th. Thank you for paying attention and tuning in. We appreciate it. I'm joined
today by our Lieutenant Governor, Garlin Gilchrist, our Chief Medical Executive, Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun, Robert Gordon, the Director of DHHS, and Jim Hackett, the CEO of Ford. I want to 
congratulate Jim on his upcoming retirement. I appreciate his leadership and his years of dedication to 
ensuring that Michigan remains the automotive capital of the world. We're excited to be here with Ford,
and you'll see why, shortly. Michiganders have now been fighting the COVID-19 pandemic for over 
five months. We took one of the most aggressive approaches in the nation against this virus. Because 
we've taken this so seriously, we're doing much better than other states, states like Florida and Texas 
who are continuing to struggle, and closed later, and reopened earlier than we did, who are now seeing 
historic surges in cases. MLive reported yesterday that despite being one of the hardest hit states early 
on, our state currently ranks 40th in the seven-day average of new coronavirus cases per capita and in 
the 40th percent, testing positive on coronavirus diagnostic tests. These are wonderful pieces of 
information compared to what's happening across the country. Our average infection rate for the last 
month was half that of Ohio, and Indiana, and Wisconsin. This slide shows Michigan's daily cases per 
million compared to other Midwest states. MLive also reported that states across the country that did 
not take this virus seriously are now seeing record numbers in terms of daily coronavirus cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths. Georgia was the first state in the country to reopen its economy and is now
averaging five times the number of new cases of coronavirus in a day, five times more than the state of 
Michigan. While states like Georgia, and Florida, and Texas reported hundreds of new deaths last 
week, Michigan had 43. Our percent positivity rate is also far below our Midwestern neighbors. We 
have continued to ramp up testing over the past few months. There's a wonderful Twitter thread by Dr. 
Ashish Jha that talks about testing and positivity rates. I think it's worth your time to look if you happen
to be on Twitter. This virus demands to be taken seriously. Youth will not protect you from this virus. 
Your political affiliation will not protect you from this virus. This virus will not go away just because 
we're tired of dealing with it. The only way we can put a stop to this pandemic, an end to this 



pandemic, is to take it seriously, do our part to protect one another, and do what we know works. My 
mask says, €œI wear this for you, € and it is true. When we wear masks, and we wear it properly so it
covers our nose and mouth, when we practice social distancing, and when we go out to get tested when 
it's necessary, when we do these things, we put our whole state in a stronger position to send our kids 
back to school safely. Wearing a homemade mask is simple, and it shows your commitment to 
protecting yourself, your family, and your fellow Michiganders from this virus. To make it easier for 
those who are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 and who need help securing masks today, we're 
announcing the MI Mask Aid project. This project is a partnership, a partnership involving the state of 
Michigan, FEMA, and the Ford Motor Company. It's a result of the hard work of the Michigan 
COVID-19 Task Force on Racial Disparities, chaired by Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist. We will 
provide four million free masks to people who need them most. It's a really incredible donation that 
Ford is working with us to make sure that we're able to do this. One million of the face coverings from 
FEMA, 1.5 million from Ford will go to low-income schools, the city of Detroit, federally qualified 
health centers, some COVID-19 testing sites, and to many organizations helping to reach vulnerable 
populations, including minority residents who have been affected by the public health crisis as a result 
of historic racism. Anyone interested in receiving a free mask can find a distribution location by calling
the COVID-19 hotline at 888-535-6136 or looking up their local community action agency online. I 
want to thank Jim Hackett and Ford for their partnership in this project. This partnership is going to 
save lives. Wearing a mask has been proven to reduce the chance of spreading COVID-19 by about 
70%. According to one estimate, if 95% of Americans wore masks between now and December 1st, it 
would save 66,000 American lives. According to one estimate, if 95% of Americans do this, we can 
make our economy stronger and save one another's lives. That's 66,000 people who are parents, or 
grandparent or children, siblings, friends. It could be saved by the simple act of wearing a mask when 
you go to the grocery store, or pharmacy, or when you're out and about. As a parent, I know the number
one thing on everyone's mind is whether and how their kids are going to return to school this fall. 
Parents across Michigan are anxiously awaiting their school districts to decide how they're going to 
safely educate our kids, whether it's by remote learning or implementing the strict safety measures I 
outlined in the MI Safe Schools Reopening in June. After a rise in COVID cases in July and early 
August, our case numbers have begun to plateau. We're not out of the woods. This crisis is far from 
over, but we appear to have stopped the incline. We're now plateaued, and we want to see that become a
decline. To get through this and to ensure the safety of our kids, educators, and support staff this fall, 
everyone's got to continue to do their part. We also need the Trump administration and Congress to step
up and provide additional support to states like Michigan so we can send more resources to our 
classrooms to keep our kids, and our educators, and all of their families safe. I want to end by thanking 
the thousands of Michiganders on the front lines of this crisis. While people everywhere have made 
tremendous sacrifices to protect their families from this virus, those on the front lines have put their 
own health at risk to take care of the rest of us every day for the past five months, grueling stressful 
work. If you've ever listened to This American Life on NPR, they've highlighted some stories of people
on the front line in Detroit, and you might want to check it out. I was proud, but also, it was an 
eyeopener. I hope maybe you might listen. Nurses and doctors working 18-hour shifts and giving up 
time with their families to keep them safe, who stood by the side of a bed where someone lost their 
battle with COVID-19, and their family couldn't be there. Grocery store workers, especially in the 
beginning of this pandemic, worked around the clock to keep our shelves stocked, to ensure people 
could buy groceries safely. Childcare workers who've been instrumental in helping our frontline 
workers save lives every day €¦ These are truly the real heroes of this crisis. Truck drivers and mail 
carriers, the people who mask up every day for hours on end to ensure our safety €¦ They deserve our 
gratitude and respect, and the best way we can show it is by masking up. With that, I want to say thank 
you to all of those who I've just described who have stayed on the front lines. I want to say thank you to



all of those who I've just described who've stayed on the front lines. I want to encourage everyone in 
our state to keep doing our part, to stay smart and to mask up. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:30:00 AM on 08/23/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Todd Pazz and Tyler Young Go To The Streaming

Coverage: 

Tyler Young, who has his own show on Sunny 101.9, Drivin' Home Show with Tyler (M-Sat) , joined 
Todd Pazz on the 8th Day Radio Show to talk about the opportunities during the   pandemic to learn 
new things and   explore new shows on air and online through streaming services.   
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/24/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: GINCC Accepting Nominations For Annual Business and Community 
Awards

Coverage: 

The Greater Ishpeming-Negaunee Area Chamber of Commerce is accepting nominations for this year s 
GINCC Business and Community Awards. GINCC Executive Director Bob Hendrickson joined Mark 
and Walt in the Morning today to encourage listeners to make nominations in the following categories:
  Business Person of the Year, Volunteer of the Year, Business of the Year and Organization of the Year. 
Hendrickson says GINCC is accepting nominations until September 7th, and anyone can nominate a 
person, business or organization they feel worthy of special recognition.   Visit their website to make a 
nomination. He also shared updates on some upcoming events and activities that are happening in the 
West End of Marquette County.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/25/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Active Physical Therapy's Pam Dost With More About Getting Student 
Athletes Back To Sports

Coverage: 

Active Physical Therapy s Pam Dost joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for the latest Active 
Physical Therapy Update.   Dost, who is an Athletic Trainer who works with student athletes at the 
Negaunee Schools, called in to talk about this year s fall sports season and some of the coronavirus 
impacts. Dost talked about some of the latest guidelines that have been put forth by the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association and what that means as the high school fall sports seasons resume this year.
She also discussed what the students are saying and how excited they are about getting back into active 
competition this fall. 



___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 08/28/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Great Lakes Recovery Centers Highlights International Overdose 
Awareness Day

Coverage: 

This Monday, August 31st, is International Overdose Awareness Day and we recently spoke with Erin 
Wright, Great Lakes Recovery Centers Nurse Practitioner about the day. Wright explained the 
significance of the day and how it is intended to get the word out about the issues of drug addiction and
the risks of overdose. She added that local Communities that Care coalitions will be distributing free 
Narcan on Monday in communities around the region. Wright explained what Narcan is, what it does 
and how to use it and she outlined some of the major signs and symptoms of opioid overdose. Wright 
wrapped up the conversation with information about Great Lakes Recovery Centers services and 
treatment options and how to find out more information. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 08/28/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Vista Theater Advisory Board President Discusses Roof Collapse Recovery
Efforts

Coverage: 

Officials with The Vista Theater are continuing to assess the damages from Wednesday s roof collapse 
at the theater in downtown Negaunee. Vista Theater Advisory Board President Nate Heffron joined 
Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the recovery process and where it stands. Heffron 
said the collapse affected the center of the structure over the auditorium and is thought to be due to a 
roof drain failure during extremely heavy rains. He added that it appears the roof over the stage, which 
was repaired in 2018, and the roof over the lobby and entryway are intact. Heffron said a structural 
inspection will be conducted to determine if the building can be saved and what needs to happen to 
ensure public safety during the process. The board is looking to have the group s membership meet on 
Monday, September 14th to present options for them to vote on. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 08/31/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette City Commission Takes Up City Park And Beach Smoking Ban 
Tonight

Coverage: 

The Marquette City Commission has a regular meeting this evening in Marquette, and City Manager 
Mike Angeli joined Mark and Walt in the Morning to share a preview. Angeli said one major item is a 



public hearing on a proposed ordinance that bans smoking at all city parks, playgrounds, and beaches. 
In July, the Commission directed the City Attorney to draft the proposed ordinance, which also 
prohibits smoking within 100 feet of any city owned or leased playground or athletic field. Angeli said 
the Commission will vote on the proposal after the hearing. The meeting is slated to begin at 6:00 p.m. 
at Commission Chambers at Marquette City Hall on Baraga Avenue. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/02/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: U.S. Senator Gary Peters Stops In For A Legislative Update

Coverage: 

U.S. Senator Gary Peters stopped at the studios today during his annual motorcycle tour across the 
state. Peters joined Mark and Walt in the Morning to share a legislative update. Peters discussed a 
series of topics ranging from clean drinking water initiatives related to P-FAS chemicals, Great Lakes 
restoration programs and the recent investigation into the U.P. Postal Service.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/03/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette PD Chief Blake Rieboldt Encourages Safety This Labor Day 
Weekend

Coverage: 

Marquette Police Chief Blake Rieboldt joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about 
staying safe while enjoying the upcoming Labor Day holiday weekend. Rieboldt talked about how 
different this year has been in Marquette due to events and activities being canceled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.   He added, however, that people are still coming to the area on vacations and 
other visits, and it has been a very busy season so far. Rieboldt said one of the best ways to be safe is to
be courteous and aware of the various traffic and parking ordinances in Marquette and be 
understanding of those who may be visiting who aren t as familiar with them or the city. He also said 
that the basic common sense tips apply as every year to not drink and drive and to use alcohol 
responsibly to cut down on the risks of injury during holiday activities.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/04/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Strut Your Mutt Online To Benefit The Upper Peninsula Animal Welfare 
Shelter

Coverage: 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the annual Strut Your Mutt fundraiser to benefit the Upper Peninsula 
Animal Welfare Shelter is going virtual this year. Amber Talo, UPAWS Board Treasurer, joined Mark 



and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the event, how it benefits the agency and how you can get 
involved. Talo explained that the biggest change this year is that instead of the usual walk together, 
UPAWS is having everyone do the walk on their own at some point between September 12th and 
September 19th. She added that they will kick off strut virtually on September 12th at 12:00pm via 
Facebook video. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/04/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: U.P. Regional Labor Federation Presenting 31st Annual Labor Day Event

Coverage: 

The Upper Peninsula Regional Labor Federation is hosting this year s Labor Day celebrations online.   
Alex Gustafson, UPRLF Delegate and Tony Ghiranghelli, Chair of the Labor Day Festival, joined 
Mark and Walt in the Morning with the details. They explained that due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
they are holding the Labor Day Festival on FaceBook Live this year. Ghiranghelli said the event will 
follow the same usual the format and starts at 11:00 am on Monday, September 7th, Labor Day.   
Gustafson said the activities will include a video of previous parades and festivals, and speakers as 
previous years when held in Ishpeming and Marquette. They encouraged everyone to join in the 
celebration of American Workers this Labor Day. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 09/04/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Upper Peninsula Health Plan Encourages Getting Your Flu Vaccine Now

Coverage: 

On our latest Upper Peninsula Health Plan update, we heard from  Lindsey Havel, RN, Clinical 
Services Manager at UPHP with information about the respiratory flu and vaccines. Havel began with 
an explanation about what the respiratory flu really is and what are the symptoms to be aware of.   She 
then shared some good information about what can people do to prevent getting the flu this season? 
Havel also talked about when should individuals be vaccinated for the flu and who needs one, as well 
as where individuals can go to get a flu vaccine. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/09/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Active Physical Therapy's Jeanette Tousignant Discusses Balance 
Awareness

Coverage: 

September 13-19, 2020 is Balance Awareness Week, and Active Physical Therapy's Jeanette Tousignant
joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about it as well as issues with balance. Tousignant, a



Physical Therapist with Active Physical Therapy, discussed how the week puts a focus on vestibular 
issues that can affect your balance daily.   She explained that the vestibular system in the body is what 
takes in and processes all of the sensory information from our eyes, ears and muscle and joint systems 
and allows us to maintain our balance. Any issues with that system will affect balance in people of all 
ages, and Tousignant said there are good options available through working with your physician and a 
physical therapist if you suspect something my be wrong. Tousignant said Balance Awareness Week is 
a good opportunity to take time to learn about tips to identify, manage and overcome balance issues. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 09/09/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: NMU Wildcat Wednesday: Homecoming 2020 Alumni Activities Go 
Virtual

Coverage: 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Northern Michigan University Alumni Association has canceled 
all in-person events for Homecoming 2020, but they are hosting some events virtually this year. Kylie 
Bunting, Digital Engagement Architect for the NMU Alumni Association, joined Mark and Walt in the 
Morning today for Wildcat Wednesday to talk about three key events that are in the works. Bunting 
started with an overview of the Virtual Wildcat Fun Run on Saturday, September 19th and running 
through Sunday, October 4th. She explained that the event brings back a Wildcat tradition with a 
Virtual 5K for the NMU community to show their Wildcat pride. Registration is required. Up next, 
information about the Virtual Wildcat Trivia Night being held Friday, September 25th at 7:00 p.m., 
eastern. Bunting said the evening will be hosted by alumnus, NMU Theatre Director, and local business
owner Bill Digneit, and will give you the chance to test your Wildcat knowledge as you compete 
against fellow alumni. Bunting wrapped up with information about the Arts and Athletics Virtual 
Showcase on Saturday, September 26th at 7:30 p.m., eastern. In partnership with the Art and Design, 
Theatre and Dance, and Music departments and NMU Athletics, the NMU Alumni Association is 
presenting an exclusive showcase for Homecoming 2020. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 09/10/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Vista Theater Continuing With Efforts To Raise Funds For Roof Repair 
And Cleanup

Coverage: 

A GoFundMe page has been started to help the Vista Theater in downtown Negaunee after its roof 
collapsed late last month, leaving the nearly 100 year old auditorium open to the elements. Vista 
Theater Board Member Rusty Bowers called in today to chat about the effort with Mark and Walt in the
Morning. Bowers shared an update on the state of the building and said approximately $100,000 will be
required to complete three essential tasks before the snow flies this winter. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 



Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 09/13/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Labor Day Holiday Weekend Special 2020 on the 8th Day Radio Show

Coverage: 

An entire show of music and commentary about the labor movement in America and Labor Day, with 
some BBQ tips as well.   Due to copyright issue, we can t publish the select and request music of our 
holiday special, but be sure to listen Columbus Day Weekend live for an entirely new Holiday Special 
on the 8th Day Radio Show. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/14/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette City Commission Meets Tonight

Coverage: 

The Marquette City Commission has a regular meeting coming up this evening, and Marquette City 
Manager Mike Angeli joined Mark and Walt in the Morning to previews the meeting. Angeli said there 
will a series of public hearings on matters before the Commission including the upcoming fiscal year 
budget. He added that the Commission will also be taking action on resolution of purchase agreements 
for parcels in the Heartwood Forest Property and at Founders Landing. The meeting, which is closed to
the public for in-person attendance due to the pandemic, begins at 6:00 p.m. at Commission Chambers 
at Marquette City Hall. It will be streamed live at the city s YouTube channel and on Spectrum Channel
191. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 09/14/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Greater Ishpeming-Negaunee Area Chamber Hosting Arts and Crafts Fair

Coverage: 

The Greater Ishpeming-Negaunee Area Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with White Bear Maple 
Products and Croatian Chicken at the Lake Bancroft Park and the Cliffs Shaft Museum Yard for an Arts
and Crafts Fair. GINCC Executive Director Bob Hendrickson joined Mark and Walt in the Morning 
today to talk about this event and how you can take part. Hendrickson said it s a great chance to shop 
handmade items from local artists while enjoying the famous Croatian Chicken and a good opportunity 
to get a jump on your Christmas and holiday shopping. It s being held this Saturday, September 19th, 
2020 from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm at Lake Bancroft and at the Cliffs Shaft Museum Yard, and in the event
of rain, the Craft Fair will be moved to Sunday, September 20th. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/15/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes



The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette City Clerk Kyle Whitney Shares Absentee Voting Information

Coverage: 

Marquette City Clerk Kyle Whitney joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to share some 
information related to absentee voting in the city. Whitney explained that the city is planning to send 
out a huge number of absentee ballots for the November general election later this month, and he talked
about what voters should expect. Whitney covered the relevant deadlines, including when the ballots 
will arrive at the voter s mailboxes. He also talked about how and where to register to vote and how 
and where to request and return an absentee ballot. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 09/15/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Superintendent Bill Saunders Shares Marquette Area Public Schools 
Update

Coverage: 

Marquette Area Public Schools Superintendent Bill Saunders stopped in with Mark and Walt in the 
Morning today to talk about how the start of the school year is going so far in the district. Saunders 
talked about how the COVID-19 pandemic-related operational changes are going over and how the 
students and staff are reacting.   He also talked about the percentages of students who are opting to 
come to the schools for face-to-face learning versus online classes. Saunders also discussed the impact 
of coronavirus rules on fall sports, in particular the football team. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/16/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: League of Women Voters Holding Candidate Forums And Seeking 
Questions

Coverage: 

The League of Women Voters of Marquette County is hosting two Candidate Forums for the upcoming 
November 3rd elections, and they want to hear from you. Darlene Allen, President of the LWV of 
Marquette County, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the forums and explained 
how you can get involved. Allen said there will be forums for the candidates running for the Marquette 
City Commission, which will be held on September 30th, and for Marquette County Sheriff candidates 
on October 8th. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/17/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: West End Health Foundation Accepting Fall 2020 Grant Applications



Coverage: 

The West End Health Foundation is currently accepting competitive grant applications for Fall Cycle 
2020. Foundation Manager Pam Christensen joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about 
the grant cycle and how to apply. Christensen said applications are being accepted for programs and 
services targeted to residents of the West End of Marquette County. She added that funding for the Fall 
2020 Cycle will be limited to health-related programs and services that focus on the areas from 
Negaunee Township west to the county line. Christensen said one of the big changes in this year s 
application process is that applications are being accepted online only. Additional information about the
West End Health Foundation and an application form is available at the Foundation website at   
www.westendhf.org .
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 09/20/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer Provides an Update on Coronavirus and Voting in the Upcoming 
Election

Coverage: 

Governor Whitmer help a press conference on Wednesday, September 16th to give an update on the 
coronavirus and remind people to vote in the upcoming election.   Listen to the press conference below 
or keep reading for the full transcript. LGovernor Whitmer: Good afternoon and thank you for tuning 
in. Today is Wednesday, September 16th. I am joined today by Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, our chief medical 
executive. Our secretary of state, Jocelyn Benson. NAACP Detroit Chapter president, Reverend Dr. 
Wendell Anthony. Michigan League of Women Voters recent president, Judy Karandjeff and Michigan 
Emgage executive director, Nada Al-Hanooti. I am very pleased to be joined with all of them today. 
The November elections are just 48 days away and secretary Benson and I are here today to make sure 
everyone knows how to exercise their right to vote and how to do it safely in the midst of this global 
pandemic. This has been an unprecedented year for elections in Michigan and across the country. Since
the pandemic hit our state over six months ago, secretary Benson and her team have been working 
around the clock to ensure that every Michigander can vote and can vote safely. Thanks to their hard 
work, we have had two historic elections in Michigan while fighting COVID-19. The August 4th 
statewide primary resulted in record breaking turnout where 2.5 million Michiganders participated. 
That was a record for an August election. With 1.6 million voting absentee, it shatters the previous 
record for absentee ballots cast. This was a result of the collaboration between local, state and federal 
officials, coupled with a sustained voter education effort to inform people of their rights and how to 
exercise them. This is exactly the type of hard work and planning that secretary Benson and leaders 
across Michigan are putting into our November election preparedness, where we expect another record 
breaking turnout to those of you who have not yet requested your absentee ballot, go online and request
it today. Michiganders should start taking action now. Today is the day to have a plan for voting. You 
can register and request your absentee ballot online or at your local clerk's office. Ballots will be sent to
voters starting September 24th, and should be returned as quickly as possible to ensure postal delays do
not prevent them from being counted. And I don't know if you got a postcard from the U.S. Postal 
Service like I did this week, but it was just to encourage us to act swiftly. They want to make €¦ drop 
your ballot in the mail, but go ahead and take it directly to your clerk's office. That is an easy way to 
ensure that your ballot gets counted. Be sure to sign them before you turn them in. To check register €¦ 
Michigan.gov/vote, or you can call your local clerk's office. Every single one of us needs to make a 



plan, schedule time in your day to fill out your ballot and make sure you take it in, make sure your 
friends and your family members and your neighbors do the same. This year, we have emerged as a 
leader in facilitating safe elections during this pandemic. By ensuring all Michiganders know how to 
vote safely in this November election, it's no doubt a Herculean undertaking, and it's going to require 
that leaders at all levels of state government, or community leaders and Michiganders, everyday 
Michiganders to get out and spread word. Just like fighting this pandemic, democracy is a team sport, 
and we all have a part to play this fall. So no matter who you're voting for or how you choose to 
exercise your right to vote this fall, make your plan now and stick to it. Yesterday, the Senate passed a 
bill, Senate bill 757, which allows clerks to begin processing absentee voter ballots prior to election 
day. This is a step in the right direction and it will help ensure an efficient election. I want to thank the 
Michigan Senate for taking this first step. I'm hopeful that the house will take the step as soon as they 
can. And that we will continue to work together with the secretary of state to make sure that Michigan 
is proud of how we handle this election in this unprecedented moment. We're not out of the woods yet 
when it comes to COVID-19 and the pandemic. As we head into the fall, the 2020, 2021 flu season, 
there are a lot of precautions that we can and should take right now to protect ourselves and to protect 
our loved ones and our communities. Whether you plan on heading to the voting booth in person or 
voting by mail or dropping off your ballot, you can help by getting a flu shot, by wearing your mask. 
The CDC today is saying, this is the most important tool that we have, which of course Dr. Jay and our 
experts have been telling us that for a while, maintain physical distancing and avoid large gatherings. I 
know we've been through a lot together and it's hard and it's taken a toll. And yet we know how to do 
this and to do this well, we have shown that. So let's keep doing it. We got to do everything we can to 
avoid a devastating second wave, one that would cost more lives and jeopardize the economic gains 
that we have made. So let's everyone be smart mask up and be safe. And with that, I'll turn it over to Dr.
Joneigh Khaldun. Dr. Joneigh Khaldun: Good afternoon and thank you Governor. So today we will 
announce 113,863 cases of COVID-19 in the state and 6,623 deaths. Overall, the state is at a rate of 57 
cases per million and our test positivity rate is now at 3.7%. The Detroit, Saginaw and Traverse City 
regions all have declining case rates. Detroit and Saginaw have more than 40 cases per million people. 
And while the cases in these areas are declining, test positivity is increasing. The Traverse City region 
has 31 cases per million people. And test positivity is below 3%. Both indicators are going down in this
region, however. The other five regions in the state have increasing case rates. The Kalamazoo and 
Jackson regions remained at over 40 cases per million people. The Grand Rapids, Lansing and Upper 
Peninsula areas have increased to more than 70 cases per million people. These increases are in large 
part because of outbreaks associated with universities and colleges. However, our deaths remain steady 
averaging under 10 deaths per day. And we're glad that this number is not as high as it was back in 
March and April, but our hearts are still with those who are still losing loved ones to this disease. We 
also know that people are surviving after being infected with COVID-19. There are over 85,500 people 
in Michigan who have survived and are alive at least 30 days after the onset of their symptoms. And 
that's a good sign, but I want to be very clear, death is not the only outcome that matters. Many people 
who survive COVID-19, do not immediately get back to their normal state of health and have a 
prolonged period of recovery. Some people who live end up needing a lung transplant, some people 
live, but they end up having kidney failure and needing to be on dialysis. And we know there's 
evidence that some people have inflammation of their heart, something called myocarditis. Some 
people have inflammation of their heart, something called myocarditis and children are not spared from
this disease either. I was so saddened to hear this week of a two month old baby in Michigan who died 
because of COVID-19 and my condolences go out to their parents and family. Studies show that while 
children are less likely to get severely ill from COVID-19, they still can, and they can also pass it on to 
others, including adults who are more likely to get severely ill from COVID-19. Almost 800 children 
across the United States have been diagnosed with multi-system inflammatory syndrome, otherwise 
known as MISC, a disease associated with COVID-19, that can cause multiple organs to fail. 16 



children across the United States have died from MISC. COVID-19 is not something to be taken 
lightly, and the measures that the Governor has put in place are important to not just stop people from 
dying, but to stop people from getting a disease that can have €¦ We're fighting COVID-19 because we 
want people to not only live, but to have long lives with good health, not living the rest of their life €¦ 
So, I'm asking everyone to please, regardless of your political affiliation, wear your mask, wash your 
hands and keep your distance as much as you can between yourself and others. I know many people are
also wondering about why some places are still closed and some have specifically asked why bars are 
not open, even though people can purchase an alcoholic beverage in a restaurant. There's data that 
shows that many outbreaks of COVID-19 across the US have originated in indoor bars and restaurants.,
Bars in particular are associated with unique risk factors, lots of people, tight spaces, and alcohol 
leading people to change their behaviors and increasing the risk of spread of COVID-19. Here in 
Michigan, prior to the Governor tightening her executive order, there were several outbreaks at bars 
that impacted hundreds of people. While we're still trying to get a handle on this virus, it is very 
appropriate for our bars to remain closed. 2020 has no question, been a very difficult year, but we will 
not be living like this forever. I'm truly optimistic that a safe and effective vaccine will be developed 
and may even be available this fall. I'm optimistic that there is promising data that some people may 
benefit from new treatments, like the antiviral drug from Remdesivir, or from steroids. We're going to 
get through this, but we need to all step up and slow the spread of this disease together. Wear your 
mask, wash your hands, watch your distance, and please this season, get your flu shot. With that, I'll 
turn it over to Secretary Benson. Jocelyn Benson: Thank you, Dr. Khaldun, and thank you, Governor 
for hosting today's press conference and for your bold data-driven leadership, as you successfully lead 
our state through this unprecedented moment. I'm immensely proud to serve alongside this leadership 
team and grateful for the support that you Governor and others have shown in support, ensuring that we
are ready for November. As we all navigate this time of uncertainty, I'm proud to be able to give our 
citizens the certainty and the clarity that our elections will happen on time and on schedule. Already, 
we have had three elections this year, where we've seen record turnout, record numbers of citizens 
voting by mail and little to no crowding or lines on election day. Our elections will continue to be 
accessible, safe, and secure, just as they have been this year. Voters will have, this November, as they 
have had this year, several options to ensure their votes are counted and their voices are heard. We're on
track to replicate our success of this year for November, and indeed, perhaps the silver lining of 2020 is
that our voters €¦ want to talk about today. This is important because we know that even in the midst of 
this global pandemic, we are on track here in Michigan to see a record number of citizens voting this 
fall. Our overall turnout will likely exceed 5 million, and we're also on track to have more people 
voting prior to election day than ever before, either through the mail or in-person at their local clerk's 
office, and we are also €¦ Requested to have their ballots sent to their home, which exceeds our 
previous record of 1.6 million who voted absentee in our August Primary. This is putting us on track to 
have over 3 million of our citizens voting absentee this November. As we prepare for roughly 60 to 
70% of our citizens to vote absentee, we are also working to ensure that on election day, our citizens 
will have access to precincts and they'll be able to exercise their option to vote safely in-person at their 
local precinct. Now, with less than seven weeks to go, it's time for every citizen to make a plan to vote. 
Let's talk about your options. First, you have a right to have your ballot mailed to you. Mailing your 
ballot is a really good option, especially for those who have voted by mail in the past and are familiar 
with the procedures or for those who may be at risk or have concerns about voting in person. If you 
want to have your ballot mailed to you, you can right now, go to michigan.gov/vote and request it to be 
mailed to you, either through the online portal, or you can download an application and fill it out and 
submit it to your local clerk. You can also contact your local clerk directly and request to receive an 
application at your home. Ballots will begin being mailed on September 24th. Once you have your 
ballot, you can complete it, put it in an envelope, sign the envelope, and then drop it off either at your 
mailbox and return it through the mail. You can return it instead, if you want to, at your local drop box. 



A list of those drop boxes will be available at michigan.gov/vote, or you have the option to return it in 
person at your local clerk's office. Finally, you can track your ballot just as you track a package through
our statewide tracking system available at michigan.gov/vote. Another option you have is beginning 
next week, on September 24th, you can vote in person, early at your clerk's office. You simply show up 
to your local clerk's office, complete the form, receive your ballot, fill it out right then and there, and 
you can return it and you will have voted. You can do this and exercise this option up until 4:00 PM on 
Monday, November 2nd. Finally, as I mentioned, you always will have that ability to vote in person at 
your local precinct on election day. If you do want to exercise that option, you can confirm the location 
of your local precinct at michigan.gov/vote. When you do show up to vote on election day at your local
precinct, you will be greeted by poll workers, wearing masks, gloves, and face shields. You will find 
the precinct to be sanitized with social distancing guidelines and protocols in place to protect your 
health and ensure that you don't risk your health in casting your vote in person. Finally, democracy is a 
team sport. We are on track to have a successful election, but we need everyone to do their part to 
ensure that we pass that finish line successfully. Our clerks are doing their part, working tirelessly as 
they have all year to juggle unprecedented demands and challenges, while embracing record turnout 
and centrally processing more absentee ballots than ever before. Please thank your local clerks, because
they are the true heroes in our effort to ensure secure, accessible election, amid record turnout. You can 
also sign up to join them as a poll worker, one of democracy's most valuable players at 
michigan.gov/democracy MVP. But when our polls close on election night know that many of our 
clerks and their election workers will be working through the night to ensure that they process these 
ballots and count them securely and efficiently, so that our results, when they are ultimately reported 
are truly an accurate reflection of the will of the people. For our legislature and our federal government,
we do need more support. We need to update our laws here in Michigan to ensure, among other things, 
that ballots sent prior to election day, but and postmarked as such but received after election day, 
perhaps a day or two after election, still count, because no voter should be disenfranchised due to the 
delays in the postal service. We still also need more time to process absentee ballots prior to election 
day. While I joined the Governor and thanking the State Senate for passing a reform that is indeed a 
step in the right direction, states like Florida, Kentucky, North Carolina, Ohio, and many others have 
additional days and time that go beyond the 10 hours granted in the legislation passed it yesterday. The 
State Senate proposal will ultimately net our clerks on average, of three additional hours to process a 
ballot, and that is simply not enough if we're going to meet the extraordinary demands that our clerks 
and our Absentee County boards will be facing this fall. Finally, I remain hopeful that the federal 
government will include additional funding this year to ensures states are able to meet the unique needs
of successfully managing an election, with record-breaking turnout in the midst of a pandemic. But for 
all of us, we also need to fight the efforts that will escalate in the coming weeks, that are designed to 
prey on the anxiety and use fear of the unknown to cause confusion and falsely make our citizens afraid
to vote by mail or in person. I ask all of you, if you see or hear anything suspicious, anything that 
sounds wrong or that's just plain confusing about your right to vote this year, report it to my office. You
can send an email to us at misinformation@michigan.gov. Again, that is 
misinformation@michigan.gov. When you see something, say something and enable us to respond with
trusted information that you can rely on to protect your voice and your vote this year. We've also set up 
a website, michigan.gov/electionsecurity, where you can track responses to these reports, as well as 
track everything we're doing to secure your vote and our elections this year. We're entering the final 
stretch of what may be one of the most contentious, highly-polarized election cycles that any of us have
ever seen. We can, and we will succeed to ensure our voices, the voices of all of our citizens are heard 
and that every vote is counted. But it's going to take every single one of us working together, making a 
plan to vote and remaining vigilant against attempts to misinform our citizens, to ensure that we 
crossed that finish line successfully. Yesterday, my office launched our Democracy Partners Program to
celebrate many of the nonpartisan partners that have joined with us this year in ensuring that we 



provide support to meet these extraordinary needs. I'm proud to be joined by some of these partners 
today, and I want to turn it over to them, to share their work and commitment to democracy. Thank you.
Wendell Anthony: Let me say good afternoon to everyone. I'm Wendell Anthony, President, Detroit 
branch NAACP. Let me thank Governor Gretchen Whitmer for her stellar leadership in this COVID- 19
experience. She has been bold. She has been targeted and she's not letting anybody take her off point. 
Let me also acknowledge the work of Secretary of State and Jocelyn Benson. Michigan used to be 
among the last, when it comes to voting preparation, participation and education and protection. Now 
we're really about number one, same-day voter registration, applications, and also the ability to do early
voting. Those are steps. We also thank the Senate for taking one step in terms of giving an extra day for
the count, but we need them to take through two, three, four, or five, because this is just not enough, 
but it is just the beginning. Today, I'm pleased to join with the Governor and the Secretary of State in 
the noble effort to reassure Michiganders that our elections are safe, secure, and that all votes will be 
counted. In this era of voter suppression, along with the misinformation and miscommunication from 
some of our nation's leading officials, we must speak up and speak out now. €¦ one of our nation's 
leading officials, we must speak up and speak out now. It is vitally important that the citizens know that
we still live in a democracy. Voting is at the very heart and essence of preserving our republic. The 
Detroit Branch NACP remains committed to voter participation, preparation, and the general public of 
their rights as citizens, their access to the voting booth, absentee balloting, and the elimination of any 
barriers to exercise their constitutional right to vote. We are here to urge every citizen to think critically
about any information that you hear to be contrary. Further, we want to indicate our commitment to 
protecting the rights of our citizens in the exercising of their civic duty. We at the Detroit Branch are 
assembling the largest body of lawyers and advisors for the November general election. We will not 
tolerate any individual or groups that threaten our seek to prevent members of any group from 
exercising their right to vote. We look forward to working with Secretary Benson's office as we urge 
you also to utilize the email misinformation@michigan.gov or call the Michigan Bureau of Elections. 
We will not just depend upon the US Postal Service or any other institution that may have leaders 
standing in the doorway of providing access to the voting booth. Every citizen has a stake in the 
outcome of this election. We must all work fervently to make certain that no elected or appointed 
official is able to drive a stake in the heart of this election. We will have monitors and observers leading
up to and on election day. This is our time. This is our day. This is our responsibility. We should not be 
turned back by those who seek to destroy democracy, eliminate opportunity, and disrupt the quality of 
life in our communities. Let us always remember the words and one of the founding members of our 
nation, Thomas Jefferson, €œThe will of the people is the only legitimate foundation of any 
government and to protect its free expression should be our first object. € We are here today to 
indicate our support in the effort to defend and protect the free expression of the voting electorate. Now
it is not the time to step back. Now is the time to step up and there take your souls to the polls and vote 
like your life depends upon it because quite frankly, it does. Judy Karandjeff: Good afternoon. My 
name's Judy Karandjeff and I'm recent, past president for the League of Women Voters of Michigan. I 
too want to thank the governor and secretary of state and Dr. J for all of the work you have done to 
prepare for the election and to keep us informed about COVID. The League of Women Voters is a 
nonpartisan organization that promotes political responsibility through informed and active 
participation in government. We are celebrating our hundredth anniversary. We host candidate forums 
that hopefully many of you have attended that educate voters and candidates and races at the federal, 
state and local level. Through print and online voter guides, including Vote411.org, we provide voters 
with essential information about the candidates and ballot issues so they can make informed decisions. 
They also have important information about election dates, voter, registration, and other issues. We 
encourage all voters to turn to trusted sources of information like our voter guides, like Vote411.org and
the information provided by the secretary of state and local election clerks. We will work with all of 
you here today to assure that if anyone sees the election information that is untrue or suspicious, they 



report it to the Department of State by emailing misinformation@michigan.gov. Thank you. Nada Al-
Hanooti: Hello. First I would like to thank the governor and the secretary of state's leadership during 
this pandemic. My name is Nada Al-Hanooti and I am the executive director of Emgage, Michigan. 
And we are a nonprofit focused on getting the Muslim and minority communities, politically engaged 
and equal participants in our democracy. On behalf of Emgage, Michigan, I am so proud to announce 
our partnership with the Michigan secretary of state to get out the vote. We are committed to turning 
out Michigan Muslims, and we are anticipating an unprecedented large number of voters thanks to the 
Secretary Benson's work to inform voters how to vote safely in their homes. Our job at Emgage is also 
to educate the community on the process and their rights. We are encouraging all voters who are 
vulnerable to COVID-19 to vote in the safety of their homes. If voters wish to vote in person, we are 
encouraging them to vote early in their city clerk office starting on September 24th. We are working 
hard to make sure every vote is counted, but we need your help. As Secretary Benson mentioned, 
Michigan citizens can support our elections by serving as election workers. We are specifically looking 
for poll workers who are multilingual to serve our minority communities. PPE is also provided to all 
poll workers and all polls are kept clean to keep voters and the workers safe. Please sign up at 
michigan.gov/democracymvp to empower all voters this November. Thank you so much for your time 
and let's get out the vote early and on Tuesday, November 3rd. Thank you. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/21/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: LSCP Presenting Their Latest Partner Perspectives Discussion This Week

Coverage: 

Megan O'Connor, Outreach Coordinator with the Lake Superior Community Partnership joined Mark 
and Walt in the Morning today to talk about their Partner Perspectives series. O Connor explained what
the series is and how interested people can take part. She said the next Partner Perspectives is coming 
up on from 12:30pm to 1:00pm on Wednesday, September 23rd with Jesse Schramm, owner of Checker
Transport, LLC. He will give an update on how it has been in the transportation industry during 
COVID-19. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/22/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Negaunee Schools Moving Ahead Into The New School Year

Coverage: 

Negaunee Public Schools Superintendent Dan Skewis joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today with 
an update on how the start of the this unprecedented school year has gone so far. Skewis said that the 
year is beginning to feel somewhat normal, thanks primarily to the resiliency of the students as well as 
the teachers and staff, but he knows that could change anytime. He added that it s more important now 
than ever to make sure all protocols are followed and the necessary steps continue to be taken to 
minimize the risk of exposure to the coronavirus to keep making positive strides as the school year 
progresses.
___________________________________________________________________________________



 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/22/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Enjoy Pizza With A Purpose This Week In Munising For A Great Cause

Coverage: 

The 4th Annual Pizza with a Purpose is happening this week at Pictured Rocks Pizza at 106 Birch 
Street in Munising. Bobbi Ayotte, President of Alger County Communities That Care (AC3), joined 
Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about this annual fundraiser and how you can take part. 
Ayotte said that AC3 is partnering with Pictured Rocks Pizza and they are working together to raise 
funds for suicide prevention efforts in Alger County. She said on Thursday September 24th and Friday 
September 25th from Noon to 8:00 pm you can purchase pizza and pasta and be a part of this great 
community fundraiser. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 09/22/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Active Physical Therapy's Sarah Goupil On Dealing With Arthritic Knee 
Pain

Coverage: 

Sarah Goupil, Physical Therapist at Active Physical Therapy s Ishpeming location, joined Mark and 
Walt in the Morning today for the regular Active Physical Therapy Update with some important 
information about arthritic knee pain. Goupil discussed some of the common causes for it as well as 
why it is a good idea to use exercise and physical therapy to address it before moving to serious 
medications or surgeries. She also outlined some good exercise tips to use as well how physical therapy
can help in managing arthritic knee pain to keep it in check. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/23/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: NMU Wildcat Wednesday: Annual UNITED Conference Goes Virtual For 
2020

Coverage: 

Jessica Cruz, Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer at Northern Michigan University, joined Mark and 
Walt in the Morning today for the latest edition of Wildcat Wednesday. Cruz called in to talk about the 
upcoming UNITED Conference at NMU. She explained that UNITED is an acronym for Uniting 
Neighbors In the Experience of Diversity and shared some information about the event s history. Cruz 
also talked about how this annual conference is different this year due to going virtual   because of the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Cruz noted that although the conference s format is different this year 
due going online, there are several opportunities for those interested in taking part to learn about a wide
variety of topics related to diversity. 



___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/24/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: USDA Rural Development Funds Two Upper Michigan Projects

Coverage: 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded $3.6 million for water system improvements in 
Munising and Manistique through the agency s Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program. 
Jason Allen, State Director for Rural Development in Michigan, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning 
today to discuss the projects and the funding. Allen said Munising will receive a $648,000 loan and a 
$1,852,000 grant to replace part of the city sewer main under a section of M-28 that was installed in the
1930s. The project will be leveraged with a $5 million M-DOT grant to replace paving and provide 
ground restoration to the sewer main work. Allen added that Manistique is receiving an $800,000 loan 
and a $300,000 grant for sewer main replacement under US-2 on the west side of the city after the area 
collapsed near the Manistique River.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/24/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: United Way of Marquette County Annual Campaign Underway

Coverage: 

This year s United Way of Marquette County campaign co-chairs, Andrew LaCombe with WLUC TV-
6, and Melissa Holmquist, with Upper Peninsula Health Plan, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning 
today to talk about this year s campaign. LaCombe and Holmquist shared a general overview of the 
United Way of Marquette County and highlighted some of the member agencies that are helped when 
you donate to the campaign. They also explained how you can give to this year s campaign and how all
money raised in Marquette County stays in Marquette County and is disseminated to the groups to help
our friends and neighbors.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 09/25/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Senator Ed McBroom Wraps Up Busy Week In Lansing With Mark and 
Walt

Coverage: 

State Senator Ed McBroom joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for a wrap-up of a busy 
legislative week in Lansing.   In a lengthy interview, the Dickinson County Republican talked about 
several matters that were addressed. The week featured the state s operating budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year being approved and sent to Governor Gretchen Whitmer s desk for her signature.   
McBroom says despite the challenges of the last several months, the budget is balanced and on time 



and supports important U.P. issues. Also this week, U.P. legislators and officials testified on the dark 
store tax loophole in support of a bill by McBroom revising how property taxes are assessed on vacant 
big box stores. McBroom was also joined this week by State Representative Sara Cambensy and former
Marquette Township Manager Randy Girard to testify in opposition to the Governor Whitmer's recent 
appointment of Victoria Enyart to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. McBroom said he introduced a motion 
during the hearing to disapprove the nomination, but the motion did not pass. McBroom also talked 
about why he chose to vote against a package of bills passed allowing hundreds of thousands of people 
to expunge their criminal records to help them in finding jobs and housing, but didn t include DWI 
offenses. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 09/27/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer Holds Press Conference on September 2nd, 2020

Coverage: 

Governor Whitmer held a press conference on Wednesday, September 2nd.   Along with Governor 
Whitmer, Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist, Dr. Joneigh Kahldun, Sandy Pierce, and Hector 
Hernandez spoke.   Listen to the entire press conference below or keep ready for a full transcript. 
Gretchen Whitmer: Good afternoon. Today is Wednesday, September 2nd, and I am joined today by the
Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist, our chief medical executive, Dr. Janae Khaldun, Sandy Pierce, 
the senior executive vice president of Huntington Bank, and Hector Hernandez, the executive director 
of Southwest Economic Solutions. Today, we have two exciting announcements that will help us slow 
the spread of COVID-19 and provide some much needed support to small business owners. First, to 
ensure that we remove as many barriers as possible to ensure that COVID-19 testing is accessible for 
all Michiganders, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is partnering with 
community organizations to launch 12 neighborhood testing sites by the end of the week, and more 
than 20 across the state in coming weeks. This is a crucial part of our work that is being done by the 
Michigan COVID-19 task force on racial disparities, which is chaired by the Lieutenant Governor 
Garlin Gilchrist, and will make it easier for Michiganders to access testing right near home, in their 
own backyards. Testing will be free and hosted by trusted community partners, including churches and 
community colleges and nonprofit organizations. Three sites have started testing in Detroit with 
additional sites coming online this week in Albion, in Detroit, in Ecorse, Flint, Grayling, and Roseville. 
Additional sites are slated for Benton Harbor, Grand Rapids, Lansing, Muskegon, Niles, Saginaw, and 
Wayne in the coming weeks. Testing is absolutely front and center because part of our robust testing 
plan is absolutely essential to safely and responsibly opening and sustaining an open economy and 
schools. Expanding testing saves lives and protects the brave men and women who have stayed on the 
front lines throughout this crisis and help our economy in the long run. So this is one of the most 
crucial fights that we have in continuing to fight this virus. This is an incredibly important tool, and 
we're going to continue to do everything we can to help Michiganders access it. Sandy Pierce is also 
here today to talk about an exciting investment Huntington Bank is making in our state. Right now, 
Michigan businesses and businesses across the country are hurting as a result of COVID-19 and the 
lack of support from the federal government and lack of access to capital. Our small business owners 
need help. And that's why today the commitment that is being announced by Huntington Bank to 
provide crucial support for Michigan businesses, consumers, and communities is a big deal. And I'll let 
Sandy do more of the deep dive into what it is precisely, but it's really great news for our small 
businesses and business owners who've been facing unprecedented challenges as we've navigated 



COVID-19 over these last six months. And the small business lending program will help women and 
minority and veteran owned businesses as well. So these are Michiganders who've been spending their 
lives building business here in Michigan. They've been struggling and they need help now more than 
ever. And so Huntington Bank's commitment to doing this here in Michigan and elsewhere is really 
something that's phenomenal support for people in Michigan. So we're grateful for that. And I also 
want to thank the team at General Motors, who yesterday announced that they're going to be donating 
two million face masks to Michigan public schools as a part of the State of Michigan's My Mask Aid 
Partnership. GM's contribution includes 750,000 child sized masks for elementary students. And they 
will be for delivery about September 14th and 15th, and 1.25 million adult size masks for high school 
students, faculty and staff, which will be ready for delivery by September 28th. Until there's a vaccine, 
it's going to be absolutely essential that we all continue to mask up. It is singularly the best tool we 
have to fight COVID-19 and we want to make sure that everyone in our state has access to a mask. So 
we're grateful for GMs partnership and dedication to protecting our students and educators during this 
time. And I look forward to working with everyone to help make sure that we've got masks for those, 
especially who need them and are most vulnerable in our state. All of these initiatives are important to 
helping us continue fighting COVID-19 and the pandemic and to protect our small business owners. 
But if we're going to get through this, we need to have additional support from the federal government. 
This morning, I met with White House coronavirus task force coordinator, Dr. Deborah Birx, to discuss
Michigan's response to the COVID-19 pandemic. And I want to start by acknowledging that Dr. Birx 
was very impressed with what we have all done together as a state here in Michigan. We are in a 
stronger position because people have taken this seriously and done their part. And that's something for 
which we should all be proud. But we also have to recognize it's tenuous and we've got to not drop our 
guard. The virus is still a very real threat to our families, to our frontline workers, to our economy, our 
businesses. And we really do need more leadership at the federal level to help us expand testing, to 
ensure that everyone wears their mask while they're in public, to support our frontline workers, our 
small businesses, to help support our kids in trying to get their education, and so of course we can 
protect lives. I reiterated to Dr. Birx the need for federal support during our meeting, specifically the 
need for clear and consistent guidance from the federal government, including a national mask mandate
that could save thousands of American lives, full federal funding from the Michigan National Guard to 
support our testing operations in vulnerable settings, like nursing homes and prisons. And I also 
expressed my concerns about the CDC's abrupt change last week to discourage asymptomatic testing, 
even among individuals who may have been exposed. We know that that is bad counsel. We know the 
more testing we do is better. Dr. Birx acknowledged that as well. So this updated guidance, while 
voluntary, it really runs counter to what the best practice is and the best science is. So I'm hopeful that 
Dr. Birx will be able to take that message back to the president in order to help us protect families. I've 
recently and consistently called on the Trump Administration and Senator McConnell to get this fourth 
supplemental completed. We don't have time to waste. We're now approaching 200,000 American 
deaths from the virus, untold sacrifice has been made all across this country, deaths that could have 
been prevented had we had more of a national strategy. And the fight is still far from over. We're six 
months into it and yet we know that we are still- Into it and yet we know that we are still very much in 
it for now and for the time to come. So we've got to find leaders who are going to find some common 
ground and get this done. So I will continue to keep doing my part and I'm hopeful that those in 
Washington, D.C. will be able to do theirs, and with that, I will turn it over to the lieutenant governor 
Garlin Gilchrist. Garlin Gilchrist: Thank you Governor and good afternoon everyone. I also want to 
thank for her service Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, our chief medical existence and welcome Sandy Pierce and 
Hector Hernandez. We are very excited about the partnership and frankly the leadership that you're 
showing for the people and the businesses and the communities across the state of Michigan through 
your efforts. Thank you very much. You know when COVID-19 was first detected in Michigan, there 
were a lot of unknowns but we knew that testing would be key to helping us get answers. That is why 



we went to work immediately in Michigan to find ways to quickly expand testing across our state and 
made it a priority. We quickly realized that testing will be needed on a massive scale so we began to 
take steps to innovate, to open up drive-through testing sites, where frontline medical professionals 
could safely administer tests in larger quantities. Drive-through testing sites, they revolutionized the 
way that we administer tests and they've been a critical tool to understanding how the virus has spread 
throughout our communities. But it became clear that we needed to implement additional guidance as 
well around testing protocols at those drive-through sites. If you had symptoms but didn't have a 
doctor, we made sure you'd get a test. If you didn't have symptoms but were in contact with someone 
who did, we made sure you'd get a test. If you needed a test but didn't have insurance or the financial 
means to get a test, we made sure that you could get a test. Michigan was on the cutting edge of testing 
guidelines which allowed basically anyone who needed a test to get one and that is thanks to the 
specific leadership of Dr. Khaldun. But even then, we knew that it wasn't enough just to do drive-
through testing. In the city of Detroit for example, about 30% of people don't have their own car and so
up until just recently, before I took office, I was one of those people who didn't have a car for my 
family to get around. This is problematic because if you're relying upon public transportation, you can't
take a bus through a drive-through. So we worked to make walk-up testing, mobile testing readily 
accessible to people. We realized that it might be unfeasible for some people to even get to one of those
walk-up testing sites. So we didn't want COVID-19 positive patients spreading the virus by taking 
public transportation and not being able to take it to your testing so in partnership with Ford and Wayne
State University and with the support of the Michigan Coronavirus Taskforce on Racial Disparities 
members, we began this pilot program to expand testing capabilities to some of the hardest hit 
neighborhoods. I specifically want to thank taskforce member and Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence 
for securing federal funding as part of the CARES Act to make this much-needed program and to help 
it scale. Through this program, Michigan residents could get crucial testing done right in their 
communities and really help them to be able to [inaudible 00:15:35] door to treatment. This 
announcement is another example of how Michigan continues to lead the way in terms of testing our 
people, not the other way around. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is 
partnering with these neighborhood organizations and partners to launch 12 testing sites this week and 
20 across the state in the coming weeks. When we look at testing in Michigan versus other states, it's 
literally a night and day differences. We have worked diligently excuse me, to expand access to testing 
and remove the barriers that limit people from getting the resources they need during this pandemic. In 
Michigan, nearly every insurance company has agreed to cover testing. In Michigan, residents without 
insurance can get tested at no charge. In Michigan, people can get tested whether they have symptoms 
or not, and our testing sites are open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. to give people maximum flexibility 
within their work schedules, it doesn't matter what shift you're working, late shift or the morning shift. 
We've made tremendous progress here in our state and I want to thank all of the medical professionals 
and all of the volunteers and the professionals across the board who've helped to make this testing 
infrastructure a reality. Until everyone however gets a test who needs a test, we still have work to do. 
The reality is that the effects of COVID-19 will be felt long after there is a vaccine and it will be felt in 
even greater magnitude in those communities that were impacted the most and often disproportionately 
so. The Coronavirus Taskforce on Racial Disparities' mission was to identify immediate solutions to 
protect the health and safety of communities of color hardest hit by COVID-19 and then connect that to
the longer term work, knowing that that will strengthen our state's overall public health response to this
pandemic. But we also, as a group, took it upon ourselves to look at the underlying or systemic issues 
that have created the conditions for unnecessary suffering during this pandemic. When it comes to the 
economy, we found that the road to recovery is going to be more difficult for non-white, women, 
veteran and otherwise disadvantaged business owners. Just to give you an example, in Michigan, under 
the first [inaudible 00:17:57] of the Paycheck Protection Program, the PPP program, 786 Michigan 
restaurants got a grant of at least $150,000.00. Guess how many of those were black-owned 



restaurants? Only one. A report from the University of Michigan found that nearly half of black 
Detroiters and a third of Latino Detroiters say they have lost their jobs or got their hours cut due to this 
pandemic and about 40% of minority-owned businesses may not have the financial means to open 
again once we are on the other side of this pandemic. The coronavirus itself does not discriminate, but 
it is a parasite that feeds on the inequities that are historic and that are current in our society. It is our 
generation's responsibility to address this head-on and our administration is working to do just that. The
story of black people in America is one that acts like a pendulum that swings between pain and 
progress, but just like a pendulum, it requires some force, someone, or something, pulling the 
pendulum to one side or the other. I want to thank Huntington Bank for their efforts in investment and 
being that force that pushes that pendulum for our smallest businesses toward program. Their $5 billion
investment will help ensure that otherwise disadvantaged entrepreneurs who operate our favorite small 
businesses, the ones that create an identity for our communities, get the help they need to beat this virus
too. We will continue to find innovative ways to overcome the challenges that we face as a state. I want
to thank the members of the Michigan Coronavirus Taskforce on Racial Disparities for their leadership 
throughout this process, and that many members of our state government departments and agencies and
our community partners who have stepped up as well. With that, I want to turn this over to Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun for her update. Thank you all. Please continue to mask up and stand tall for the great state of 
Michigan. Dr. Joneigh Khaldun Good afternoon. Thank you Governor and Lieutenant Governor. So 
today, we are announcing 103,710 total cases of COVID-19 and 6,509 deaths here in the state of 
Michigan. Michigan's overall case rate is at 59 cases per million people per day and has declined in the 
past week. The Detroit region still has the highest case rate at 66 cases per million people, but the 
number of cases in this region is declining. The Traverse City and Upper Peninsula regions both have 
over 40 cases per million people per day and we are continuing to watch both of these areas very, very 
closely. The Traverse City region has had an increase over the past three weeks and both regions 
actually continue to have cases higher than they were a few months ago. The Grand Rapids region is at 
59 cases per million people per day. It has had a recent increase in the case rate as well as the percent of
tests that are coming back positive. The Saginaw and Kalamazoo regions are at 56 and 50 cases per 
million population respectively. The Saginaw region has been trending down while Kalamazoo's case 
rate has been increasing. The Jackson and Lansing regions are both under 40 cases per million people 
and declining which is good and as a state, we also continue to track our positivity rates. Right now as a
state we are at 3.1% of our tests that are coming back positive and that number has decreased over the 
past week. As you all know we're also tracking our outbreaks. Last week our local health departments 
identified 93 new outbreaks that they were investigating. I also know there has been a lot of interest in 
understanding outbreaks at schools which is very understandable so we're currently working with our 
local health departments to gather names of specific schools that have outbreaks associated with them. 
We're working with them to make sure we're receiving accurate data and also from the local health 
departments because they are actually obtaining this data through their case investigations. We expect 
to be able to post that information on our website in the next two weeks. I continue to be incredibly 
proud of the dedication and the expertise of our local health officers and their staff who are really on 
the frontlines of fighting this disease and we're going to continue to work with them to update our data 
reporting. We're also making great progress as the lieutenant governor mentioned with testing across 
this state. We're testing over 2% of our population a week and last week, we ranked fifth in the country 
when it comes to the number of daily tests that we're running. That's over 30,000 tests a day. Michigan 
remains committed to making sure anyone who needs a test can get a test. This includes people who 
don't have symptoms but may have been exposed and that's incredibly important. I'm excited to 
announce a partnership between the Racial Disparities Taskforce chaired by the lieutenant governor and
I want to thank him for his leadership there as well but also the many community organizations that are
adding several additional COVID-19 testing sites across the state. If you need a test, please do not 
delay. You can go to our website, www.michigan.gov/coronavirustest to find the site nearest you. We 



also know that unfortunately COVID-19 has highlighted another important public health crisis, the 
opioid epidemic. This past Monday was International Overdose Awareness Day. An estimated five 
Michiganders lose their lives to an opioid overdose every single day. From April through July, EMS 
responses for opioid overdoses in the state were 22% higher than they were during the same timeframe 
last year. I've treated far too many people in the emergency department with opioid use disorder and 
I've seen far too many people die. €¦ disorder and I've seen far too many people die. What we also know
is that many people who overdose are not even making it to an emergency department because they 
declined to come to the ER after EMS has treated them. This has also increased during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This means that EMS professionals maybe the only healthcare provider that these people 
interact with. I'm incredibly proud of our announcement earlier this week that EMS first responders 
will also now be able to leave behind the Naloxone the life saving opioid reversal medication for 
patients who overdose, but choose not to come to an emergency department. Making sure they and 
their family members and friends have Naloxone will save lives. We have to be continued to be 
mindful of the impacts COVID-19 is having not only on physical health, but also mental health and 
those who may be struggling with substance use disorders. If you or someone you know is having 
trouble with a substance use disorder, please do seek help. You can visit our website at 
www.michigan.gov/staywell to learn more. This year has certainly been challenging and I encourage all
of us to continue to take care of ourselves and each other, as we fight this crisis. Let's also, again, keep 
on wearing our mask, washing our hands, maintaining our social distance and please this season, get 
your flu shot. Keep doing the basics and I'm sure we will get through this together. Sandy Pierce: 
Thank you, Governor Whitmer, Lieutenant Governor Gilchrist and Dr. J. Good afternoon. I'm Sandy 
Pierce and I'm Huntington Bank's Chair of Michigan. Huntington's purpose is to make people's lives 
better, help businesses thrive and strengthen the communities that we're privileged to serve. Governor, 
we appreciate your administration's leadership and service through the pandemic, your efforts to 
support social justice and your response to the catastrophic flooding in mid Michigan. Huntington has a
long history of serving our communities and in light of the current challenges facing our state, we're 
seeking to join others in advancing social equity and economic inclusion for all people in the 
communities that we serve. We do this because our purpose leads us to do more. Today I'm really 
excited to announce Huntington Bank's $5 billion commitment to help boost economic opportunity for 
people and businesses throughout our great state. This five year commitment, part of our new 2020 
community plan, will focus on small business support, social equity, economic inclusion, and 
affordable housing. Michigan's my home. As someone born and raised in the city of Detroit, I see the 
effect the pandemic is having on Michigan's consumers and small businesses in all areas of the state. 
The governor is leading through a moment of unprecedented challenge. The people of Michigan are 
strong and we're resilient, but many need and are seeking greater stability and certainly economic 
opportunity. Huntington's 2020 community plan will enable us to do more in three focus areas. Let me 
start with the first. Access to capital. We're investing in small business, with special emphasis on those 
run by minorities, women and veteran owners. We want to help bring business owners the relief, the 
recovery and the growth they are seeking as the cornerstones of the American economy. Our second 
focus, affordable housing and home ownership. Huntington is expanding lending programs and 
educational services to support increased home ownership by minority and low to moderate income 
borrowers across all of Michigan. We will help to enable opportunities for first time home buyers, 
improve housing security and create generational wealth through home ownership. Our third area of 
focus, community lending and investment. Huntington is committed to removing the barriers to 
banking that still exists for some consumers and businesses and we're investing to support our 
communities efforts related to affordable housing, food security, workforce development and social 
equity. Huntington's 2020 community plan was developed in cooperation with the governor's 
administration, as well as all of our community partners throughout the state who share our 
commitment for looking out for people. I am so pleased that our friend and partner Hector Hernandez 



from Southwest Economic Solutions is with us today. Thank you Hector for joining. We look forward 
to continuing our conversations with the governor and our community partners and find more ways that
we can continue to work together to address the real needs of underserved consumers, underserved 
businesses and the communities that we all live and work in across our great state. Thank you and stay 
safe. Hector Hernandez: Good afternoon. My name is Hector Hernandez. I'm the executive director for 
Southwest Economic Solutions. We're part of the Southwest Solutions family. I'm also a founding 
member of the Huntington Bank national community advisory council. Southwest Solutions celebrates 
our 50th year in operation in 2020. Our mission is to enhance the quality of life, success and self 
sufficiency of the individuals and families in Detroit. We offer over 40 services and they include mental
health counseling, children and youth services and affordable and supportive housing among others. I 
lead Southwest Economic Solutions and we help individuals achieve greater economic success by 
integrating programs that help promote and preserve home ownership, financial literacy, adult learning,
workforce development and entrepreneurship. I'd be remiss if I didn't thank Governor Whitmer, 
Lieutenant governor Gilcrest, Dr. J, for their stalwart leadership throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Your strategies and executive orders have worked. You save countless size and we are grateful. I'd like 
to applaud Sandy Pierce and the entire Huntington Bank team for their exemplary commitment, to 
engagement with their communities, listening to their needs and then creating products tailored to 
address those needs. It's refreshing to partner with a bank that custom creates solutions based on data 
and input from their community partners and not simply rolling out prescriptive solutions of their own 
creation. Systemic barriers to economic inclusion are deep rooted and overcoming them will necessitate
creative partnerships, sustained investment, with locally based nonprofit organizations. Southwest 
Solutions has created an integrated model that meets individuals where they are through a coaching 
model, partnered with them to achieve initial and subsequent goals. In 50 years of work, Southwest 
Solutions has created an impactful collective impact model and partnerships like this one with our 
organization will enable us to scale our work. Equitable opportunities in our communities are achieved 
through investments that create homeowners via accessible mortgage products, credit building tools 
and incentives that enable first time home buyer to realize their dream of home ownership. We met 
with the Huntington team yesterday, as a matter of fact, regarding an initiative we've started in the 
Chadsey Condon community, which is a neighborhood just West of Corktown and down the street from
the train station along Michigan Avenue. We've created a model that helps families that are currently 
renting their homes become first time homeowners. Newbury Homes is the name of the development 
and it had 60 single family infill units, tax credit units that expired and so those families were 
continuing to rent, but when we acquire those properties under the tax credit model, we've been able to 
work with those individuals, help them successfully convert from renters to homeowners. So far we've 
converted 28 of the 60 occupants to homeowners and in, I think every instance except for maybe one, 
they're paying less on their mortgage now than they were in rent previously. This model is a sustainable
model. We believe it can be replicated with the nearly 1000 units of expiring single family tax credits 
throughout the city in the coming years, preserve them for LMI homeowners as well. For those 
homeowners struggling to keep their homes as a result of the pandemic, Huntington Bank is listening to
its community partners and working to support our counseling work to mitigate foreclosure and keep 
people in their homes. Alleviating and disrupting poverty in our communities necessitates 
comprehensive and integrated investments in adult learning and job training for in demand sectors. Our
early learning program, youth build, career center, programs provide foundational skill building that 
includes GED and coaching that results in sustainable employment for Detroiters. We're talking about 
jobs in sectors such as the skilled trade sectors like plumbing, HVAC, electrical, manufacturing, as well
as construction just to name a few. It also includes financial education and Huntington Bank has always
been a willing partner to actually present at our financial workshops and help our individuals learn the 
ins and outs of financial management. We've met with the Huntington development team yesterday, as 
a matter of fact, to discuss an exciting new community development strategy that blends all the great 



work that Southwest Solutions does, all 40 programs, to convert that same Chadsey Condon 
neighborhood, into a place where legacy Detroiters can live, work and play in an affordable setting, just
a stone's throw away from Corktown and the train station. All the components are there to create an 
equitable model that can be replicated in other Detroit neighborhoods. Last but not least small business 
lending to entrepreneurs is a critical component to job creation and family wealth. Our prosperous 
Detroit program has trained over 1000 neighborhood-based entrepreneurs and approved close to a 
hundred micro loans to launch their businesses. In most instances, our microloans are the only willing 
lending option for them. We can do more and we are exploring collaborative opportunities with 
Huntington Bank to create and secure more lending capital. We all know that locally based micro 
lending providers support the entrepreneurial seeds of hope that our communities of color so 
desperately need. One successful example €¦ €¦ that our communities of color so desperately need. One 
successful example is Mamba Hamissi, a refugee from East Africa. He and his wife graduated from our
program and are about to open Baobab Fare, a restaurant featuring East African food in Detroit's new 
center community. We're proud of them. This unprecedented five year investment by Huntington Bank 
is extraordinary and it sets the bar for strategically impactful investments to help address longstanding 
structural inequities in our cities. I applaud and thank the entire Huntington team as well as NCRC for 
their efforts to help shape and create this plan as well. Thank you. Gretchen Whitmer Thank you, Sandy
and Hector for joining us today, we really appreciate it. I'm going to open it up for a few questions, but 
before we get started, want to say a few words about gyms and organized sports. I know a lot of people 
are feeling anxious, our students and parents and coaches, and small business owners. And I also know 
Michiganders, me included, love sports. We love to compete, it is in our DNA, and it's a part of what 
makes this state so special. When it comes to battling COVID-19 we all have to be on the same team. 
And I want people to understand that we are working around the clock and have been throughout the 
duration to ensure that every determination is made with the best expertise, the best protocols, 
following the best science. And that's what we've continued to do and that's how we will continue to 
operate. It's what also has contributed to Michigan being in the strong position that we are relative to 
the rest of the country. And we have to get this right. So we take this very seriously and the decisions 
that I will make in the coming days and announce are made in a way that will be protecting athletes and
families and coaches and p[limit]
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/28/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Marquette City Commission To Discuss Recycling At Tonight's Regular 
Meeting

Coverage: 

The Marquette City Commission has a regular meeting coming up this evening, and Marquette City 
Manager Mike Angeli joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for a preview. Angeli said the 
Commission will hear an update on changes with the Marquette County Solid Waste Management 
Authority s trash recycling efforts.  Commissioners will also be acting on the annual evaluations of the 
City Attorney and City Manager. The meeting, which is closed to the public due to the pandemic, 
begins at 6:00 p.m. at Marquette City Hall.  It will be streamed live at the city s YouTube channel and 
on Spectrum Channel 191.
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 



Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 09/28/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Greater Ishpeming-Negaunee Area Chamber Of Commerce Celebrating 10 
Years

Coverage: 

The Greater Ishpeming-Negaunee Area Chamber of Commerce is celebrating their 10th anniversary 
with a series of special online events. GINCC Executive Director Bob Hendrickson stopped in to join 
Mark and Walt in the Morning today to preview the events, which are all planned to happen online 
virtually due to the continuing pandemic. Hendrickson outlined the events during the interview, saying 
they will all be held during the week of October 5th through the 9th, 2020. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/29/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Negaunee High School All Sports Booster Club Hosts Fundraising Virtual 
5K

Coverage: 

The Negaunee High School All Sports Booster Club is presenting a virtual 5K next month to raise 
funds for their efforts to support the Negaunee student-athletes. Dawn Evans, Club President, joined 
Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the Spooktacular 5K and how to sign up. 
Registration begins September 21, 2020 at 8:00 a.m., and the event can be completed at any time 
during the last week of October. Evans said the vital information for the event and the latest updates for
what the Booster Club is up to can be found at THE CLUB S FACEBOOK PAGE.   She added that you
can sign up directly for the event online as well. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/29/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Ishpeming Schools Off To A Good Start For The New School Year

Coverage: 

Carrie Meyer, Superintendent of the Ishpeming Public Schools, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning 
today to share a district update. Meyer said the school year has gotten off to a good start and students 
are glad to be back in the classrooms.   She credited the resilience and adaptability of the students in 
making the new pandemic-related systems work. She also gave an update on the district s online 
academy and how improvements have been made to make the online component of today s teaching 
environment stronger and smoother for those students in the district who have chosen in-home 
instruction during the pandemic. Meyer mentioned the latest goings-on with fall sports and reminded 
listeners that there are still a few openings in the district s Hematite preschool program. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 



Issue aired at: 08:00:00 AM on 09/29/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Peter White Public Library In Marquette Opens For Express Walk-In 
Service

Coverage: 

The Peter White Public Library has opened for Express Walk-in Service as of this week. Library 
Director Andrea Ingmire joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today with an update and what this 
means for patrons. Ingmire said the the library is open for the services Monday through Wednesday 
from 3pm to 6pm and Thursday through Saturday from 10am to 1pm. For more information, visit the 
library s website HERE. She added that the library staff is evaluating the conditions of the pandemic, 
and hope to be able to open the library up soon for more access for the public. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 08:30:00 AM on 09/29/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Governor Gretchen Whitmer Discusses U.P. Visit, COVID Efforts And The
Budget

Coverage: 

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today for an update on 
several items.   Whitmer said she was visiting Upper Michigan later in the day to take part in a National
Guard deployment ceremony and to meet with health officials in the western U.P. Whitmer explained 
that as the COVID-19 case numbers are continuing to grow in many parts of Upper Michigan, state 
health officials are reminding everyone to continue to use masks and face coverings as the key weapons
in the fight to stop the spread of the virus. She also talked about how lawmakers in Lansing were able 
to come to an agreement in a timely manner concerning the state s budget for the upcoming fiscal year, 
which begins this Thursday.   Whitmer said a spirit of bipartisanship and an understanding of the other 
challenges currently faced by the state made it possible to get the budget done with minimal legislative 
wrangling. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:00:00 AM on 09/30/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Upper Peninsula Animal Welfare Shelter Wants To Empty The Shelters

Coverage: 

The Upper Peninsula Animal Welfare Shelter is teaming up with the Bissell Pet Foundation to Empty 
the Shelters Thursday through Sunday. Ann Brownell, with UPAWS, joined Mark and Walt in the 
Morning to talk about the event and encourage you to make room in your home for a dog or cat or 
other friendly critter. Brownell explained that the Bissell Pet Foundation pays most of the adoption 
fees, so if you adopt, you ll only pay about $25.00.   There will also be free adoption fees for dogs and 
cats that are 8 years old and up and free adoption fees for small critters.
___________________________________________________________________________________



 
WKQS for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 07:30:00 AM on 09/30/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The Sunny Morning Show: Single-Stream Recycling Starts October 1st In Marquette County

Coverage: 

The Marquette County Solid Waste Management Authority is making it more convenient for area 
residents to recycle starting tomorrow, October 1st. Brad Austin, Director of Operations at the 
MCSWMA, joined Mark and Walt in the Morning today to talk about the advent of single-stream 
recycling in the county and what it means for residents. Austin explained that residents will now be 
able to place cardboard, paper, plastic, and metal in their bins or carts for curbside pickup. Austin added
that residents will be able to place glass in a separate container, or take it to the local recycling drop-off
center for it to be repurposed. Examples of the various types of repurposed glass. He said the glass will 
be ground to various consistencies ranging from aggregate for construction and landscaping to sand for 
roadway usage to powder to use as fly ash in concrete. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 


