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WRSP’S programs and public service announcements provided 
information about the following issues of importance to the community 
during the 4th Quarter of 2016:

• American Humane
• American Physical Therapy Association
• Community
• Crime/Court
• Economy
• Education
• Government
• Health and Wellness
• Hospice Support Fund
• Target Lyme Disease 

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

Good Day Illinois—airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WRSP airs a local morning newscast five days a week.

Fox News at 5:30 p.m.—airs Monday-Friday 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

NewsChannel at Nine on FOX Illinois—airs Monday-Sunday at 9:00 
p.m.
WRSP airs a local newscast seven days a week.

Public Service Announcements 



WRSP airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times 
throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the community.  
Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 4th quarter of 2016 are listed in 
this report. 

TOPICS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMUNITY 

Community

October 3, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

John Reger reported that Springfield police officers are growing beards for a 
good cause.  Police Chief Kenny Winslow said it’s to help raise money for breast cancer 
awareness.  Officers are allowed to grow a half-inch beard or goatee, but they have to 
donate to breast cancer research.  Chief Winslow said officers have expressed interest 
in doing this in past years, so he wanted to give it a try.  Winslow said “Some other 
departments we’ve talked to have done this in the past so we’re going to try it this year 
with the understanding that everybody has to obey by the rules and we’ll see how it 
goes.” He said that beards cannot be longer than half an inch for safety reasons.

October 6, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 38 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that “The Legacy Project” has made its way to the 
University of Illinois at Springfield.  The installation is a large wall that displays the 
biographies of over 100 LBGT people and their contributions to history, science and 
society.  The founder of The Legacy Project said the wall makes a huge impact for 
young people.  Founder Victor Salvo said “The whole purpose behind the wall is one, to 
give kids inspiration and hope, because they grow up never learning about people like 
themselves.  It’s very tough to be a kid period, let alone to grow up without any role 
models.”  

October 19, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 29 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the National Weather Service presented the Benjamin 
Franklin Award to Bill and Dorothy Bullard of Morrisonville for their service as 
cooperative weather observers.  The Bullard’s have provided the NWS Lincoln office 
with weather data for more than 55 years.  

October 28, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.



5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 56 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that state employees donated $1,000 to the Susan G. 
Komen foundation as part of their “Abe goes pink” project.  The Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency designed the shirts in honor of breast cancer awareness month, 
and employees there bought more than a hundred of them themselves.  The director of 
IHPA said this is a cause that hits close to home for almost everyone.  

November 10, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that Magda Brown, holocaust survivor, was at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum as part of their “Rare and Rarely 
Seen” exhibit.  Brown spoke to residents about the importance of sharing the stories of 
the holocaust.  Brown said “Because time is marching on, our memories are fading, but 
at the same time we have to continue saying never again.”

November 11, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that the Asian Indian Women’s Organization hosted a 
fashion show to help support renovations at St. John’s Children’s Hospital.  The show 
featured Indian fashion, cuisine and music.  An estimated 400 people were in 
attendance. 

November 13, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 49 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that the Springfield Park District unveiled a new garden 
honoring organ donors.  The park district said the garden honors the legacy of donors 
and their selflessness.  One organ recipient shared his story and said his gratitude will 
never fade as he strives every day to honor his donor’s life.  Bill Coon, motivational 
speaker, said “It means everything to me.  I’ve received two heart transplants in my life, 
as well as a kidney transplant and to be able to come out here and be surrounded by 
people who made this selfless act of donating their loved ones organs during their 
darkest moment….it’s great to always have a chance to give back and just to thank 
them for the life, the opportunities and the memories that you have been able to create 
since receiving the gift of life.”  The memorial garden was made possible through funds 
from the gift of hope organ and tissue donor network.  

November 20, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.



Segment was 55 seconds
Lindsey Hess reported that the New Directions warming and cooling center is 

working to spread awareness about homelessness.  The organization held a three mile 
walk to educate the community on why some people end up homeless.  The walk 
included stops at the Memorial Behavioral Health Institute, the Springfield Police 
Department, The Women’s Center and more.  Vanessa Tyus, Founder and Executive 
Director, said “Awareness and just getting our community to understand what causes 
some of the events of homelessness so just getting the word out, just travel, have a 
good time.  It’s a cold day outside so we can see what it would be like to be cold and 
homeless.”  

November 29, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that Pleasant Plains High School’s Beta Club showed 
their support for local veterans by making a donation to the Illinois Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW).  The group raised more than $800 by selling donuts, hot chocolate and ice 
cream at school on Veterans Day.  Hailee Young, Vice-President of Pleasant Plains 
High School Beta Club, said “We wanted to show our appreciation, so we did all this 
fundraising and got all this stuff donated so that we could donate locally to our 
veterans.”  Terry Vance, Illinois VFW, said “It means there’s a great deal of enthusiasm, 
there’s also a great deal of patriotism.  We like to think Veterans Day is every day in the 
VFW.”  The VFW said it will use the money to help local veterans and their families 
during the holiday season.

December 10, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that Springfield firemen are helping make Christmas a 
little brighter for people in need.  The firemen are distributing $12,000 throughout this 
month.  It all kicked off with the 11th Annual “Shop with a Firefighter.”  A group of kids 
toured the firehouse then rode in the rigs to K-Mart.  The firemen took the kids shopping 
for new clothes and toys are K-Mart.  Gary Self, President of Springfield Firefighters 
Local 37, said “It’s important because we as servants of the public; not only do we serve 
the public for our jobs, but the public serves us.  They provide us with a living. It’s the 
least we could do to give back a little bit to the people we work for.”  The money was 
raised through a raffle that was held in November.

December 14, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at St. John’s 
Children’s Hospital received a $16,000 donation from the Troops and Cops for Kids.  



The group raised the money from their charity hockey event.  The group presented a 
check to be used for the hospital’s future renovation.  The goal of the renovation is to 
create a private room setting, which will cost about 10 million dollars.  

December 29, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 51 seconds

Adam Rife reported that firefighters in Jacksonville had a free lunch after a 
Christmas charity had some leftover cash.  Club 217 holds the “Shop With A Biker” 
event every year.  Around 75 children benefited this year, but the organization still had 
money left, so they ordered 50 lunches from Twyford’s BBQ to give to the Jacksonville 
Fire Department.  The department and Club 217 have a long history of helping one 
another.  Owner Tracy Wood said “The Fire Department every year has always helped 
out with the Shop With A Biker program, they’ve always brought out the Fire 
Department with Santa Claus.  They’ve always been a big part of the community and 
helping out.”  Chief Doug Sills said “Whenever we have fundraisers, contributions to 
charitable organizations, they’re always willing to chip in and help.”  The firefighters 
enjoyed a lunch of pulled pork, cheese potatoes and baked beans.

Crime and Court

October 6, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Adam Rife reported that the woman suspected of hiring a man to murder a 
Pleasant Plains native last September is being extradited back to Texas where the 
crime was committed.  Brenda Delgado is accused of hiring a gunman to murder her ex-
boyfriend’s new girlfriend, Kendra Hatcher, in a Dallas parking garage.  Delgado was on 
the run until she was arrested in Mexico in April.  Mexico agreed to extradite Delgado if 
the death penalty wasn’t an option.  The suspected gunman, Kristopher Love, and the 
alleged getaway driver Chrystal Cortes, have both been charged.

October 7, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Illinois Supreme Court has adopted rule changes, 
saying that juvenile suspects in Illinois courtrooms should not be shackled unless a 
judge rules they could be a threat.  Critics have said that juveniles were shackled too 
often, dehumanizing the suspects.  In a statement, Chief Justice Rita Garman said the 
changes will “eliminate instances of indiscriminate shackling of minors.”

October 13, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.



5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 27 seconds

John Reger reported that Springfield police are interviewing two people of 
interest in a carjacking.  Officers said the carjacking happened around 4:30 a.m. in the 
2600 block of Whittier.  A woman said she was approached by two men who demanded 
that she leave her car.  As she got out of the car, one of the men hit her with a handgun 
before the two suspects drove away.  The stolen car was later found on the 800 block of 
Prospect.  

October 14, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 56 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Springfield police are still searching for dozens of 
guns that were stolen from Letz Hunt and Sport.  18-year old Chatham resident Louis 
LaSalle and a juvenile were arrested on October 12th.  Both are accused of stealing 50 
firearms from the store.  There have now been four arrests made after the robbery, but 
only one of the guns has been recovered.  Police are interviewing suspects to find them.  
Lieutenant Chris Mueller said “Detectives still rounding up people on leads and following 
up on any tips that come in, and we do encourage as always people to give us a call 
with the information.  Detectives are following up on the case.  It’s an important one to 
us, and hopefully we can get it resolved.”  Jimmie Burrage and another juvenile were 
arrested on October 10th for their alleged involvement in the robbery.  Police said they 
are concerned about a potential illegal network selling the remaining guns and they now 
say they think the robbery was gang related.   

October 14, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that Champaign police arrested another man in connection 
with the brawl that happened before the Campustown shooting in September.  18-year 
old Sedric Cooper was arrested on October 13th for aggravated battery.  Police said 
Cooper was involved in the beating that led to the shooting on East Green Street.  Four 
people were struck by gunfire, including 22-year old George Korchev who was shot and 
killed. 

October 17, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

John Reger reported that the man suspected of robbing three Springfield banks 
is now behind bars.  The FBI took 51-year old James Hulsey out of a Missouri jail this 
morning.  Hulsey was actually arrested in Missouri after allegedly robbing a suburban 
Kansas City bank on October 14th, but Springfield police think he is responsible for all 
three of the recent bank robberies on the west side.  Missouri Highway Patrolmen 



chased Hulsey on I-70 East for about 10 minutes.  He eventually crashed his car and 
ran away before finally being caught.  He had been in Missouri’s Callaway County jail 
until he was picked up by the FBI.  Springfield Police Department said they are working 
with the FBI to charge him with the Springfield robberies.  The three Springfield 
robberies were at the Chase Bank on Veteran’s Parkway and the PNC Bank and Illinois 
National Bank, both on Chatham Road.  

October 18, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

John Reger reported that 18-year old Artimus Kendrick Hutson, of Pana, was 
killed after crashing his car into a tree on October 15th.  Hutson was traveling North on 
County Road 1 near East Road, when the vehicle went off the road and hit a barbed 
wire fence before hitting a tree.  Toxicology results are pending.

October 24, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

John Reger reported that 25-year old Michael Moews was found dead in a shed.  
His Aunt reported him missing on August 8th when she noticed Moews didn’t use his 
debit card or cash his social security checks since March.  Moews was living in the 
home of the property where his body was found.  Police said there are no signs of foul 
play and it’s unclear how long Moews’ body was in the shed before being found.

October 25, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Adam Rife reported that 24-year old Kelton Synder was sentenced to prison with 
no chance of parole for conspiring to murder a witness to a robbery.  Snyder was 
arrested for robbing a gas station in April of 2015.  Police said that he and a co-
conspirator plotted to kill Paige Mars, who served as the getaway driver, because they 
believed she would turn to police.  Her body was found just days after the robbery.

October 30, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that police are searching for 23-year old James Sisti after 
he ran away from police twice.  Sisti has an outstanding arrest warrant for burglary.  

November 3, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.



Segment was 1 minute
Evan Peterson reported that a suspect has been arrested in the gun store 

burglary of the J. Gooch shooting store in Springfield.  22-year old William McCoy is 
being accused of commercial burglary and driving a stolen vehicle into the property.  
The Sangamon County Sheriff’s office said they are still trying to piece it all together. 
The police think all stolen guns have been recovered.  Jim Feagans, owner of J. Gooch 
and Associates, aid “They were gullible enough to think they can break in.  I guess most 
gun stores do have their stuff sitting out all night.  Like I said every night it takes about 
40 minutes to put everything away.”  The shop will eventually get repaired.  The whole 
front of the store will need to be rebuilt, but most importantly, the stolen guns are off the 
street.  

November 14, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 45 seconds

Evan Peterson reported that a 14-year old boy is still recovering after being 
stabbed at the McDonald’s restaurant on North Grand Avenue on November 12th.  The 
stabbing occurred in the parking lot of the restaurant.  Springfield police reported that a 
15-year old stabbed the victim after a fight at a Lanphier High School basketball game.  
Investigators reported that the teen boy was stabbed twice—once in the chest and once 
in the arm.  He was transported to St. John’s Hospital with non-life threatening injuries.  
The suspect is facing possible aggravated battery charges.

November 17, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

John Reger reported that 41-year old Robert D. Abner was arrested after he shot 
an injured a man in rural Springfield.  The Sangamon County Sheriff’s office said Abner 
was in an argument with three men at a home.  Abner opened fire, injuring one of the 
men.  One of the three men shot back at Abner. Abner is facing charges of aggravated 
battery and aggravated discharge of a firearm.

November 21, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

John Reger reported that the United States Marshall’s Fugitive Task Force 
arrested 38-year old David Denotto for robbing a Springfield Walgreen three times in 
September.  Denotto is charged with robbery, two counts of burglary and three counts 
of theft.  He’s being held in the Sangamon County Jail on a $75,000 bond.

November 22, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 37 seconds
John Reger reported that 24-year old Johnthony Walker, the driver of the deadly 

school bus crash in Tennessee, was charged with five counts of vehicular homicide, 
reckless endangerment and reckless driving.  Five children died in the tragic accident 
after the bus swerved off the road and flipped over before crashing into a tree. 37 
students between Kindergarten and 5th grade were involved and 12 are still recovering.

December 1, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 36 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that a same-sex couple that was denied access to bed in 
breakfast in Illinois while planning their civil union ceremony, has won another legal 
victory.  Owners of the Timber Creek Bed and Breakfast in Paxton said they don’t 
believe in same-sex unions and refused to host the ceremony in 2011, which is the 
same year Illinois legalized same-sex civil unions.  Last year, a judge ruled they violated 
the state’s Human Rights Act, because the couple was denied use of the venue based 
on their sexual orientation.  This month, the Illinois Human Rights commission sided 
with the judge.  Attorneys for the owners of the bed and breakfast said they plan to fight 
the case.

December 3, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that 24-year old Anthony Meads will serve 45 years in 
prison for the shooting death of a 20-year old bystander four years ago.  Meads was 
given a new trial after an appeals court ruled that he did not received a fair trial in 2013.  
Although Meads did not fire the fatal shot, prosecutors said he was involved in mob 
action during the shooting.

December 5, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 23 seconds
 Adam Rife reported that a shoplifter was caught after a multi-vehicle accident at the 
intersection of Veterans Parkway and Lindbergh Boulevard.  The woman shoplifted at 
Best Buy just minutes before causing the four car accident.  The woman is also 27 
weeks pregnant and was treated at St. John’s Hospital.  Two other people also suffered 
minor injuries.  

December 6, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Jenn Sullivan reported that the death of 35-year old Tyler Lecocq of Taylorville 
has been ruled an accident.  Authorities said that suspicious circumstances led them to 
believe that foul play may have been involved.  Lecocq died of methamphetamine 
intoxication.

December 13, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

For the second time, the son of late Illinois Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka is 
suing for her retirement funds.  Joe Topinka is looking to overturn a general assembly 
ruling saying he shouldn’t get the $60,000 in contributions his mother made to the state 
retirement system.  Joe Topinka said that his mother told him that the money in her 
pension fund could help pay for his daughter’s education expenses.

December 19, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Springfield Police are investigating a robbery at the 
Family Video on North Grand Avenue.  The robbery took place on December 16th.  
According to police, the suspect entered the Family Video then went to the counter and 
demanded money.  The suspect did not show a weapon but implied he had one.  He left 
with an unknown amount of cash.

December 20, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Susan Erbe and Christopher Yount of Pekin, Illinois 
has been sentenced to 30 months’ probation after a Medicaid fraud investigation.  
Prosecutors said that the two worked for the Department of Human Services, claiming 
they were working with a DHS client in their home, when she was actually living in a 
facility.  They both plead guilty to theft of government property, a Class 4 felony.

December 23, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that two Macon County residents face a number of meth-
related charges.  After police found items used to make meth in a Decatur bar during a 
liquor compliance check, the bar manager, Jesse Kater, attempted to slam the door on 
an officer.  He then gave several meth making materials to Michelle Cole.  Both people 
were arrested on the scene.  The Macon County Sheriff’s office is looking for a third 
person in connection with the alleged meth manufacturing.



December 29, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Brendan Cullerton reported that Springfield Police are looking for two suspects 
for shooting a 16-year old near 12th and Adams Street today.  Witnesses reported that 
two black teenagers shot the 16-year old in the neck, back leg and foot before running 
east down an alley and escaping.  Police found the victim lying on the ground with life-
threatening injuries.  The victim was taken to St. John’s hospital for surgery.  One 
suspect was wearing a black hoodie and the other was wearing an orange hoodie.  
Witnesses said they shot six rounds at the victim.  Officers are still investigating whether 
the shooting was gang related.  

Economy

October 5, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the Macon County Sheriff’s Department will be making 
some big budget cuts over the next few years.  The Department must cut their budget 
by 7%, which is about $660,000.  About a dozen positions will need to be eliminated 
and they’ll delay the purchase of new vehicles.  

October 11, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

John Reger reported that the Springfield-Sangamon County Regional Planning 
Commission was hired by the city to conduct a study on what needs to happen to 
improve Springfield in the next 20 years.  The study will include what streets need 
repaired, which roads should become two ways and how to develop the undeveloped 
parts of the city.  The study can help attract businesses by seeing what the long-term 
prospects look like for a city.  A first draft of this plan should be ready in the spring.  
Norm Sims, Planning Commission Executive Director, said “We use for example fairly 
sophisticated travel demand model which looks at roads and streets and allows us to 
put in a new street or road and see what it does to the rest of the transportation.”

October 13, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Springfield is working to bring more businesses and 
development to the historic Route 66 corridor by investigation whether to create a tax-
increment financing district.  There are several other TIF districts around the city, but 



they are not spurring much growth.  There are a couple TIF districts on Springfield’s 
east side, where the city has said it needs far more growth.

October 14, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that steep price increases are coming to Illinoisans who 
buy insurance on the healthcare law’s marketplace.  The Illinois Department of 
insurance published an analysis of 2017 health plans, including finalized price increases 
approved by both state and federal regulators statewide, and the average increase is 
45%.  Open enrollment for healthcare.gov starts November 1st. 

 
October 17, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

Adam Rife reported that HP is cutting jobs again.  HP said they will cut up to 
4,000 more jobs worldwide over the next three years.  The company is facing declining 
demands for its computers and printers.  Execs said trimming some of its 50,000 
workers will help remedy that and reduce costs for consumers.  The company was 
formed after the break-up of Hewlett-Packard last year, and has already cut around 
3,000 employees since then.

October 21, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

 Jenn Sullivan reported that the state’s unemployment numbers held at 5.5% 
even though the number of jobs in the state grew.  The Department of Employment 
Security said more than 7,000 jobs were added last September and more than 43,000 
have been added since September 2015.  Illinois’ jobless rate has now either fallen or 
held steady for five straight months.  The national unemployment rate for September 
was up slightly to 5%.

October 27, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 23 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that officials in Cook County voted to raise the minimum 
wage to $13 an hour.  The county board decided to make the change gradually.  The 
first increase, to $10 an hour, takes effect July 1, 2017, with $1 per hour increase every 
year until 2020.  The law applies to the entire county including unincorporated areas.

November 10, 2016
Good Day Illinois

http://www.healthcare.gov


7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Akilah Davis reported that CWLP asked for an additional 2 million dollars to fix a 
turbine that helps provide power to city residents.  One of CWLP’s turbines is chipping 
on its blades and CWLP wants the city to pay the cost for repair.  Alderman have 
expressed concerned that if CWLP does not have finances in order then customers 
could end up paying the difference.  CWLP said that although the turbines help provide 
electricity to Springfield residents, the issue will not come out of their pockets.  

November 16, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that the Springfield Mass Transit District has proposed 
cuts to its bus services as a result of the state’s budget issues and delayed payments to 
SMTD from the state.  The proposed reductions include: a night service route, Saturday 
night service and reducing night service by two hours during the week.

November 22, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 43 seconds

Akilah Davis reported that hundreds of employees at Chicago O’Hare Airport said 
they were going to strike after the Thanksgiving holiday.  The airport employees want 
$15 per hour.  Around 500 non-union employees said they will be walking off the job on 
November 29th.  The O’Hare employees are primarily cleaning staff who are seeking 
united rights and a $15 per hour wage.  Airport officials were concerned the strike would 
disrupt holiday travel, but employees said that they would wait until after the holiday.  

November 28, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

John Reger reported that after the K-Mart on Wabash Avenue closes, Burlington 
Coat Factory and Outback Steakhouse plan to move in the building.  Renovations will 
start in January.  Both businesses hope to open by spring of 2018.  The re-developers 
said the high traffic on the west side of Springfield was a reason for the move.  There 
are around 30,000 vehicles that travel down Wabash Avenue and Veterans Parkway 
every day.  Karen Davis, Economic Development Director, said “Springfield is actually a 
retail hub, swelling to about a half million people during any given shopping day, and so 
it’s a good location because it will actually draw individuals into town.”  The existing 
Burlington Coat Factory and Outback locations will stay open.

December 2, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 1 minute and 46 seconds
Eric Feldman reported that residents in Clinton are relieved to know the nuclear 

power plant should stay open at least another 13 years, thanks to lawmakers passing a 
multi-billion dollar subsidy for the plant’s owner, Exelon.  The payout to Exelon over 13 
years for its unprofitable but clean-energy nuclear power plants in Clinton and the Quad 
cities will cost millions of Com-Ed and Exelon customers across the state a little more 
on their energy bills each year.  Residents in Clinton said the increase is a small price to 
pay to keep an entire economy going.  

December 8, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 22 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that most Ameren Illinois customers will have a cheaper 
electric bill next year.  Ameren reported that most residential customers will see a 
saving of roughly $1.37 every month because of their “smart grid” program.  Since 
2011, Ameren has been working to modernize the electrical grid to reduce the 
frequency of power outages and more accurate measurements of customer usage.

December 14, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

John Reger reported that some Springfield city leaders have concerns about a 
city-proposed plan to turn a vacant building into the headquarters for the NAACP.  It 
would require the city to pay about $400,000 to purchase the building.  The city would 
lease out the space to a couple of organizations, including the NAACP.  The Economic 
Development Commission didn’t recommend passing it.  Some city officials are 
concerned because they weren’t provided many details about the proposal.

December 15, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 26 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Caterpillar is laying off an undisclosed number of 
employees due to poor expected market conditions in 2017.  A statement released by 
the equipment manufacturer said they will try to find jobs for workers elsewhere in the 
company.  In 2015 the company announced a restructuring plan that included 
eliminating as many as 10,000 jobs and closing or consolidating 20 facilities through 
2018.  The cutbacks would save the company nearly 2 billion dollars.

December 21, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 20 seconds



Jenn Sullivan reported that the Illinois Secretary of State’s office will continue to 
mail out license plate reminders even if a new budget deal is not reached.  According to 
a spokesman for the office, they plan to maintain the mailed notices next year, but they 
will not be able to mail the reminders indefinitely without additional funding from the 
state.

December 22, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that Illinois’ unemployment rate dropped by 0.5% in 
November from the previous year.  The Illinois unemployment rate is down to 5.3%.  
Springfield saw a larger decline, dropping from 5.6% to 4.3%.  Decatur’s rate decreased 
from 7.3% to 5.9%.The national unemployment rate for November decreased to 4.6%.

December 26, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 28 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that public housing authorities and other groups across 
Illinois will receive money to boost employment and economic independence.  1.4 
million dollars will be distributed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.  Illinois’ share is part of 33 million dollars nationwide, and the money will 
go to Native American tribes and non-profit organizations.  Five Illinois groups will 
receive the funding, including Springfield and Peoria Housing Authorities.

Education

October 4, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Evan Peterson reported that Springfield school district 186 is making progress 
with its 5-year plan to bring technology to the classroom.  Superintendent Jennifer Gill 
reported that since April of this year the district has used a combination of grants, plus 
local and federal dollars, to purchase new technology.  They’ve purchased almost a 
thousand new Chromebooks, over 1400 iPad’s and almost 350 MacBook’s.  That 
means more than 180 classrooms in the district have either an iPad or a Chromebook 
for each student.  The superintendent said it’s vital for each student to be able to use 
technology, not only in preparation for college, but also for their careers.  Gill said 
“Integration of that in a very meaningful way for students, and a way that might be out of 
the box thinking of where we’ve been in the past and as we move forward that we’re 
going to not only just have students be able to use a piece of technology but really 
integrate into what they’re doing and be creative with that.”



October 6, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that Chicago Representative Will Guzzardi is proposing 
a big change to Illinois’ education system.  The proposal would make public two and 
four year institutions in Illinois completely free.  To make this work, there would be a 3% 
surcharge on incomes over 1 million dollars and closing tax loopholes.  Guzzardi said 
that would be enough to cover the 2 billion dollars spent on higher education in the 
state.  

 
October 17, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

John Reger reported that Ball-Chatham school district officials are concerned 
about cars driving past stopped school busses.  One particular stop, located on Shasta 
Lane and Iron Bridge Road, is the worst.  Parents and students said, not only do cars 
drive around busses, but also speed up and down the road.  Officials said that it’s 
fortunate no students have gotten hit but there have been several close calls.  Jim 
Lovelace, Ball-Chatham Director of Transportation, said “We’ve had a student 
attempting to get off the bus.  A car was coming so fast, as they tried to stop, they 
couldn’t.  They had to go on the door side into the grass.”  The penalty for driving past 
school busses with their arm extended could vary.  The first offense could leave you 
with a three month license suspension and cost $150.  A second offense could mean 
license suspension for a year and a $500 fine.

October 26, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the University of Illinois campus in Champaign-Urbana is 
getting 5 million dollars for a new business analytics center.  The gift comes from the 
Deloitte Foundation.  The professional services firm’s nonprofit which focuses on 
education.  The center will be based in current facilities and will include research and 
educational content that could be shared with other universities.  

November 2, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 40 seconds

Adam Rife reported that the University of Illinois is planning to try again for full 
state funding in fiscal year 2018.  The News-Gazette reports the university is also 
focusing on its efforts for a multi-year budget arrangement with the state.  University 
President Tim Killeen said that the institution has lost over $750,000 in state funding in 
the last two years.  



November 4, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute 

Eric Feldman reported that a nursing shortage in Central Illinois could be 
impacting the quality of care patients are getting at hospitals.  A new partnership 
between the University of Illinois at Chicago, UIS and Memorial Health System is aiming 
to fix a local nursing shortage.  Experts in the medical field said patient care if very 
dependent on the number of nurses a hospital has.  The more nurses, the less likely 
infections and patient falls occur.  The University of Illinois at Chicago already has a 
nursing program.  The school partnered up with Memorial Health System and UIS, and 
now has a satellite campus at UIS.  The first round of students started this fall and the 
hope is for some of these students to join local hospitals.  Marsha Prater, Memorial 
Chief Nursing Officer said “By having more training programs closer to home, we’re able 
then to have more students interested in nursing to get into a local program, train here 
locally and then hopefully stay here for their professional career.”  Eventually program 
leaders said the goal is to have 64 students in each class at the UIS satellite campus.  
For more information, visit our website www.foxillinois.com. 
 
November 6, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that UIS and DCFS announced the launch of a new 
training academy.  According to published reports, the partnership will be the first of its 
kind in the country.  The academy will improve training for child welfare investigators so 
they can better curb child abuse and neglect.  More than 140 new DCFS investigators 
have already gone through the simulation training.

November 8, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 36 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that a proposed tax levy increase was on the agenda at 
the Springfield District 186 school board meeting.  The proposal could bring in over 95 
million dollars for the district.  Homeowners would see an increase of $12 to $33 in their 
property taxes next year if it passes, with two-thirds of the money going to the education 
fund.

November 12, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 44 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that Governor Bruce Rauner and his wife Diana 
recognized more than 50 college seniors from across Illinois.  The Lincoln Academy of 

http://www.foxillinois.com


Illinois student laureate ceremony took place at the Old State Capitol.  Students were 
honored for outstanding curricular and extracurricular excellence.  Each student 
received a medallion, a $1,000 educational grant and a certificate of achievement.  
Rauner said “We are incredibly proud of you.  You are the future of Illinois.  You are the 
future of America.  You are the greatest citizens of tomorrow.  We are honored to honor 
you.”  

November 23, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

John Reger reported that the Illinois’ Board of Higher Education approved 17 
million dollars in emergency funding to help three state universities.  The board received 
20 million dollars from the state to distribute to schools in financial crisis.  Western 
Illinois University will receive over 8 million dollars, Eastern Illinois University will receive 
over 5 million dollars and Chicago State University will receive around 3 million dollars.  
The funding can only be used to pay down costs that the universities incurred this year.

December 5, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 18 seconds

Esther Kwon reported that the average homeowner in Springfield will see an 
increase of anywhere between $11 and $35 on their property tax bills next year.  A 
unanimous vote by the school board approved a tax levy increase of almost 2.5%.  The 
levy will bring in over 95 million dollars for District 186.  The district said over two-thirds 
of that money will go to the education fund, paying teacher salaries and for teaching 
materials.  The rest will be used for the transportation fund and operations and 
maintenance.  

December 13, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 41 seconds

John Reger reported that in the past 10 years, the number of school districts with 
a majority of low-income students jumped 30% in the state.  Advance Illinois is an 
organization aimed at promoting an education system to prepare all students for 
success in college and careers.  The group released a report saying the gap between 
low-income students and their wealthier counterparts has grown.  Only 20% of low-
income 4th graders in Illinois are reading proficiently, which is 35% lower than their 
classmates who come from wealthier families.  Only 18% of low-income students in 8th 
grade math are proficient, while their peers come in at 47%.

December 16, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.



Segment was 28 seconds
Adam Rife reported that the Decatur School Board asked for the community’s 

help in the search for its new superintendent.  The school board held a community 
forum.  The district has been working with an executive search firm to fill the position.  
The board now wants to know what characteristics the community wants to see in the 
new superintendent.  There is an online survey available for the public to fill out.  

Government
 

October 11, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 55 seconds

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that voters in Illinois will have the chance to 
influence how lawmakers spend their tax dollars, and the effort is getting some high 
profile support.  The Safe Roads Amendment will be on the ballot this year as voters 
head to the polls.  The amendment will also be hitting your mailbox for you to review.  
The amendment would change the constitution so lawmakers couldn’t spend money 
from the road fund on anything else other than improving infrastructure.  The road fund 
includes money from motor fuel taxes and registration fees.  Senator Dick Durbin 
already cast his ballot and voted for the amendment.  Durbin said “I think it makes 
sense.  I want to see an increase in the gas tax dedicated for transportation purposes.  
Where we do that the American people and the people of Illinois stand behind it.  If they 
think they’re going to have their gas tax raised and it’s going to go for some other 
purpose, I think they’re skeptical about it and they’re resistant.  We need massive 
infrastructure investment, federal and state, and I think this lock box is a clear 
approach.”  In order for the changes to take effect, the amendment will have to pass 
with at least 60% of the vote.

 
October 14, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 10 seconds

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that the Chicago Tribune has endorsed 
Congresswoman Tammy Duckworth for the U.S. Senate.  This comes after the paper 
has endorsed Senator Mark Kirk six times previously.  In its endorsement, the paper 
cites Kirk’s stroke as the reason for not endorsing him this time.  A spokesperson for the 
Tribune said “Being a U.S. Senator is more than casting votes and issuing staff-
prepared statements.  We’ve become concerned about Kirk’s ability to fulfill the 
multifaceted role.  That includes traveling extensively, frequently addressing citizens, 
building alliances with opposition lawmakers and forcefully lobbying senate colleagues 
for their support of legislation.”  Kirk’s campaign called the paper’s endorsement a low 
blow and a cheap shot.  The Tribune said they picked Duckworth because they believe 
she can be a voice for moderates and independents in Illinois. 

October 18, 2016



Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 29 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Governor Bruce Rauner created a new council aimed 
at reducing bureaucracy.  The Illinois Competitiveness Council will be comprised of one 
representative from each regulatory agency.  Rauner said the council will work to make 
sure state regulations are up-to-date and language is easily understandable.  It’s also 
tasked with reducing unneeded requirements on businesses, social service providers, 
and residents.  The governor’s office said the council’s goal is to save taxpayers at least 
250 million dollars over the next decade.

October 19, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute 

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that State Senators Andy Manar and Sam McCann 
said they want those in Governor appointed positions to say out of campaigns.  The bill 
they plan to file would prohibit appointed positions that are then confirmed by the 
Senate from participating in paid political communications like commercials and mailers.  
They said recent campaigns in Central Illinois have brought this issue to light recently, 
but that it’s just not a problem under the Rauner Administration.  Manar said “No one’s 
taking part in wrongdoing because the law allows what’s been happening.  This is a 
bipartisan issue.  This has happened in the past under Democratic Administrations.  It’s 
happening in a Republican Administration right now.  So, we’re opposite parties and 
we’re here to say we think this is a good government approach to strengthening ethics 
in the state.”  

October 22, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that more than 1,000 non-union state workers in Illinois 
are getting a one-time merit bonus from Governor Bruce Rauner’s administration.  A 
total of between 3 and 4 million dollars in bonuses will be awarded.  The Director of 
Central Management Services said the last merit program was in 2009.

October 31, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Senator Mark Kirk is losing another endorsement 
after making racially charged comments towards his opponent at last week’s debate.  
Former Congresswoman Gabby Gifford’s organization, Americans for Responsible 
Solutions, announced they are no longer endorsing Kirk after his comments towards 
Tammy Duckworth.  They released the statement “Senator Kirk’s racist attack on 
Congresswoman Duckworth is unacceptable and represents a low point, even in this 



election season.  For that reason, Americans for Responsible Solutions PAC is revoking 
its endorsement of Senator Kirk.”

November 1, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

John Reger reported that Governor Rauner has taken heat for not releasing his 
tax returns yet.  He set a precedent to release those returns in October, after the six-
month filing extension passed.  The Rauner Administration said the Governor will 
release his tax returns, as he has done in the past, when additional filings are 
completed, including the filings for the Rauner Family Foundation.  The Governor has 
personally invested upwards of 30 million dollars this campaign season, in a quest to 
change the balance of power in the legislature.  

November 11, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

Adam Rife reported that Macon County voted against a tax to further fund public 
safety and now the county sheriff’s office will need to lay off 11 employees.  Lieutenant 
Jon Butt said a few of the deputies will be moved to their squad unit where they had 
open positions.  Butt said he’s concerned about the amount of work that officers will be 
taking on.  Butt said “We need to make sure we have proper staffing on all shifts to 
make sure calls are handled in a timely manner, especially emergency calls.”  The 
sheriff’s office scheduled a meeting with county officials to discuss new way to balance 
their budget.

November 17, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 18 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the State of Illinois is struggling with a 5 billion dollar 
budget deficit that is expected to increase.  In a report that was released, Governor 
Rauner’s budget director said the deficit could reach 7 billion dollars within five years.  
The state’s bill back log currently sits at more than 10 billion dollars.

November 28, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 44 seconds

Adam Rife reported that nine days of official mourning are underway in Cuba to 
honor the death of Fidel Castro.  At the same time, Miami’s Cuban-American community 
are celebrating in hopes the dictator’s passing marks the dawn of a new day on the 
small island.  Texas Senator Ted Cruz said “This ought to be a moment where Cubans 
are dancing in the streets because they’re being liberated, but instead, listen, if you 



dance in the street, you’re going to be thrown in jail.  Cuba is not a free society.”  Castro 
was the last of the 20th Century communist strongmen.  His body will be cremated and 
his ashes taken on a three-day journey across the country before his burial on 
December 4th.

December 1, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 54 seconds

John Reger reported that Sangamon County leaders said they’re concerned a 16 
million dollar grant to help move train traffic to 10th Street could be in jeopardy.  City and 
county officials said they need major steps in the process approved by the Federal 
Railroad Administration.  The steps include: canvasing of the 10th Street corridor for 
archeological sites, approving a land transfer between the city and the Springfield Park 
District and finalizing the grant agreement.  If those things do not happen by the spring, 
local officials are concerned the project could get delayed and the grant could 
disappear.  Bryan McFadden, Sangamon County Administrator, said “I don’t want to be 
too critical of the FRA because they are the ones who really came through on the Tiger 
grant.  They’ve been really good to work with on this project but it just seems that lately 
some things are just again falling into a black hole.”  The FRA sent a statement that said 
the project is ahead of schedule by a year and its leaders look forward to working with 
city and county officials to move the project forward.

December 9, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that the state’s budget crisis is only going to get 
worse at the end of year when the stopgap budget runs out.  Governor Rauner pledged 
to call for meetings between himself and party leaders every day, but he canceled 
meetings claiming Democrats weren’t ready to present their budget outline.  Democrats 
said they’re ready and willing to meet, but that coming up with a budget is Governor 
Rauner’s job.  Senate President John Cullerton said the Rauner Administration hasn’t 
been in contact over scheduling a new meeting.  The stopgap budget runs out on 
December 31st.  

December 15, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that Governor Rauner insists that Speaker Madigan 
only wants a stopgap budget and refuses to compromise on a full deal.  Governor 
Rauner sparred with reporters over whether or not the speaker has said he wants a tax 
increase above 5% or a stopgap budget.  Rauner said “It’s a waste of time.  He wants 
number eight.  He wants a short term stopgap incomplete, pick your word.  He calls it a 
budget.  It isn’t a budget.  It isn’t a budget because a budget needs to be balanced to be 



constitutional and it’s not a budget.”  Speaker Madigan’s spokesperson said the speaker 
has repeated multiple times that he wants a full budget.  He also said that it’s the 
Governor’s job to propose how much money they want to spend since his office is the 
one that spends it.

December 19, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that Illinois State Senator-Elect Tammy Duckworth has 
already been assigned to four different senate committees.  The newly elected 
Duckworth will serve on: Environment and Public Works, Energy and Natural Resources 
Commerce, Science and Transportation and Small Business.  Duckworth is currently 
serving as a U.S. Representative for Illinois but will be sworn into the Senate on 
January 3rd.

December 22, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 21 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that the Springfield City Council voted to deny a zoning 
request for a group home. The request was for a facility to house individuals with 
disabilities.  It was denied by a vote of 8 to 2 because there is already another group 
home on the same block.  City law requires group homes to be at least 600 feet apart.

December 23, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that Governor Bruce Rauner donated 50 million dollars to 
his own campaign fund.  Rauner is up for reelection in 2018, and possible Democratic 
challengers have started to mull over their bids.  Experts said this is the largest one-time 
contribution to a campaign fund.  Governor Rauner contributed more than 30 million 
dollars this last election cycle.  

December 26, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that Governor Bruce Rauner sent two clear signals when 
he dumped 50 million dollars into his campaign fund—the 2018 race for Governor will 
be a rough one, and the contest starts now.  It’s still unknown which Democrats will try 
to unseat the Republican businessman.  Those who are considering a bid include 
Congresswoman Cheri Bustos, Businessman Chris Kennedy, State Senator Andy 
Manar and Billionaire investor J.B. Pritzker.  Kennedy could make an announcement 
next month, while others haven’t set a timeline.



December 29, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 30 seconds

John Reger reported that the temporary state budget agreed to last summer 
expires on January 1, 2017.  Governor Bruce Rauner and Democrats who control the 
general assembly have hardly talked about how to replace it.  Elementary and High 
School funding continues through June.  Billions more will be spent because it’s court 
ordered or automatically renewed.  Money for state operations. Human Services and 
higher education dries up.  Speaker Michael Madigan opposes Rauner’s desire to 
change laws that would be more favorable to businesses and weaken unions.  
Lawmakers return to the state capitol on January 9th.

Health and Wellness

October 2, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

Lindsey Hess reported that Sammy’s Milk baby food is being recalled after 
concerns that it may contain the potentially deadly bacteria Cronobacter.  Cronobacter 
can cause severe and sometimes fatal blood infections or meningitis in infants.  
Products with expiration dates from November 2016 to 2018 should not be consumed.  
Customers should return the products to the place of purchase for a refund.  No 
illnesses have been reported.

October 3, 2016
Good Day Illinois
7 a.m.-8 a.m.
Segment was 50 seconds

Jenn Sullivan reported that changes to the state’s Children’s Health Insurance 
program is causing concern for some doctors and parents.  The program, called CHIP, 
provides free vaccines for children whose families earn too much money to be qualified 
for Medicaid, but still qualify as low-income.  The Illinois Department of Public Health 
said the eligibility requirements for free vaccines has not changed.  

October 10, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 15 seconds

John Reger reported that Nestle issued a voluntary recall of its Drumstick ice 
cream cones.  Nestle fears the drumsticks could be contaminated with Listeria.  The 
recall includes the 16-count variety pack and the 24-count vanilla pack.  No illnesses 
have been reported.



October 18, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute

Jordan Abudayyeh reported that the state is about 18 months behind in paying 
out medical payments for some state employee’s health insurance plans.  Springfield 
Clinic said they’re owed more than 70 million dollars in unpaid health insurance claims 
and they sent out a letter to patients asking them to pay their co-insurance payments 
from the past 18 months and going forward.  Usually the clinic waits to ask patients to 
pay for their portion until the claim is paid; but now they said they need the money to 
hold them over as they continue to wait for the state’s payments.  The payments will 
only effect people on Healthlink and Cigna plans.

October 21, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 1 minute and 30 seconds

Brendan Cullerton reported that there’s been a spike in Sangamon County heroin 
deaths according to the coroner.  Law enforcement said some of the main problems 
they brought to lawmakers were different kinds of illegal drugs being shipped into the 
states from China and Mexico, and the continued problems with prescription opiates 
leading to heroin abuse.  Dozens of officers, physicians and even religious leaders all 
got into one room to talk about what congress is working on nationally and how that can 
help some of the problem locally.  A recently passed federal law provides funding to 
train officers on using Narcan to treat overdoses, and allows the Feds to give grant 
money to treatment centers.  Lawmakers said they were shocked to learn that heroin 
costs as little as five dollars on the streets and is so available.  

 
October 25, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 53 seconds

John Reger reported that the cost of Obamacare is expected to increase by as 
much as 25%.  Health insurance premiums are rising faster than they have before on 
the Federal Exchange also known as the Affordable Care Act.  The average premium 
increase will vary widely from state to state.  In Phoenix, Arizona some consumers 
could pay 116% more for the most popular plan.  But in some cities, like Indianapolis, 
people will see prices decline.  Donald Trump said it’s more evidence that “Obamacare 
is just blowing up.”  Trump believe premiums will balloon even higher.  Trump said “That 
number is so wrong.  That is such a phony number.  You’re talking about 60, 70, 80 
percent increases.”  The premium hikes are expected to hit 16% of people who will shop 
for plans on the federal exchange.  

November 3, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.



Segment was 1 minute and 5 seconds
John Reger reported that business leaders said one year since medical 

marijuana officially hit the market in Illinois, patient numbers are far lower than originally 
anticipated.  The key to growing that number is talking to doctors about what they see 
as the potential benefits, said Chris Stone, CEO of HCI Alternatives.  Right now, 
medical marijuana can treat a couple dozen conditions approved by the state, including 
Crohn’s disease and cancer.  

November 9, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 20 seconds

Stacey Skrysak reported that Memorial Medical Center will open their Memorial 
Physician Services primary care clinic on November 21st.  The new clinic is located next 
to Hy-Vee on MacArthur Boulevard.

November 29, 2016
Fox News at 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.-6 p.m.
Segment was 46 seconds

John Reger reported that the Illinois Department of Transportation is urging 
drivers to prepare for winter weather.  The IDOT teamed up with the Illinois State Police 
to kick off a campaign called “Winter Weather, Get It Together.”  During bad weather, 
experts said drivers should slow their speed and adjust how fat they hit the brakes, and 
to be careful that they are not too close to snow plow.  Michael Merz, Highway 
Maintainer, said “We’re out there for 12 hour shifts.  So we’re doing our best to keep the 
highway clean and keep the traffic flowing.”  Trooper Sean Ramsey, Illinois State Police, 
said “The other thing we see a lot of is sudden lane changes.  Anytime you make a 
sharp turn and there’s snow and ice, you’re not going to have control over your vehicle 
that you need.  So limit lane changes as much as possible.”  IDOT also suggests that 
drivers prepare an emergency kit for their cars, complete with jumper cables, ice 
scraper, blankets and a first aid kit.

December 9, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that a group of anti-abortion healthcare providers asked for 
a preliminary injunction so they don’t get penalized for not providing information on 
abortions.  An Illinois law amended in July now requires doctor’s to give information to 
patients seeking abortions.  The group filed the lawsuit against the law in August.  Their 
attorney said the requirement violates the free speech right of medical professionals 
who are against abortion.

December 12, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine



9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 25 seconds

John Reger reported that medical marijuana sales in Illinois reached more than 
4.4 million dollars in November at licensed dispensaries across the state.  The Illinois 
Department of Public Health has also approved a total of 13,000 patients who qualify to 
use medical marijuana.  Sales have reached more than 32 million dollars since medical 
marijuana became legal in 2015.

December 28, 2016
NewsChannel at Nine
9 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Segment was 24 seconds

John Reger reported that St. Mary’s Hospital in Decatur warned that strokes are 
more likely to occur in the winter because changes in the atmosphere can make people 
more likely to have an aneurysm.  The American Stroke Association created the FAST 
guidelines to help people recognize the signs and symptoms of a stroke.  F is for face 
drooping, A is for arm weakness, S is for speech problems and T is for time—meaning 
get medical help as quickly as possible.

Public Service Announcements

American Humane 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 10 times
• PSA sponsored by American Humane

This campaign encourages viewers to be kind and show compassion for animals.  They 
would like viewers to take the Kindness 100 pledge to build a better world for animals all 
year long.  Examples of the pledge include: buying humanely raised products for your 
animals, protecting earth’s animals, protecting animal actors and adopting from an 
animal shelter.  Viewers can visit www.kindness100.org for more information.

American Physical Therapy Association 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 32 times
• PSA sponsored by American Physical Therapy Association

This campaign strives to increase awareness of using physical therapy for pain instead 
of turning to Opioids. Viewers can visit www.moveforwardpt.com for more information.

Hospice Support Fund 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 22 times
• PSA sponsored by the Hospice Support Fund 

This campaign strives to raise awareness about in-home hospice care.  80% of 
American’s would like to spend their last days at home, with friends and family, instead 

http://www.kindness100.org
http://www.moveforwardpt.com


of a hospital.  4 out of 5 Americans spend their last days in a hospital room with a 
roommate they don’t know.  The Hospice Support Fund is a 501(c) non-profit, tax 
exempt organization that is dedicated to promoting end of life care at home.  Viewers 
can visit www.hospicesupportfund.org for more information to make a donation.  

National Runaway Safeline 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 18 times
• PSA sponsored by the Family and Youth Services Bureau and the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. 
This campaign’s mission is to help keep America’s runaway, homeless and at-risk youth 
safe and off the streets.  Viewers can call the hotline at 1-800-RUNAWAY or visit the 
website at www.1800runaway.org.  There are trained team members to assist in crisis 
and provide support for both youth and teen runaways or parents and guardians.  

Target Lyme Disease 
• Various dates and times
• PSA aired 190 times
• PSA sponsored by Project Lyme

This campaign is raise awareness about Lyme disease.  Lyme disease is spread by tiny 
ticks and can cause arthritis, brain fog and facial paralysis.  Individuals should check for 
ticks any time they have been outside.  Symptoms of Lyme disease can include: joint 
pain, flu-like symptoms, fever and fatigue.  Viewers can visit www.targetlyme.org for 
more information.

http://www.hospicesupportfund.org
http://www.1800runaway.org
http://www.targetlyme.org

