
Quarterly Issues and Programs Summary for 
WBRW(FM), Blacksburg

This summary covers the THIRD QUARTER 2020

Issue Title/Responsive Programming Date/Time/Duration
Public health, 
international 
Pandemic, community 
health

COVID-19 National Updates

Station provided morning and evening national COVID-19 updates keeping 
listeners informed on the evolving coronavirus Pandemic

7/1-8/31
Once per hour 9a-mid
1:00

disabled veterans, 
unemployment, 
healthcare

Paralyzed Veterans of America

We teamed up with Food City to raise funds for Paralyzed Veterans of America 
and their mission to help veterans get the support they deserve, with jobs care 
and benefits.

7/2-7/31
Various Hours
60:00

History, Government, 
Law Enforcement, 
Race, Crime, 
International Relations 

THE GOOD AND THE BAD: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TEXAS RANGERS 

The Texas Rangers (no, not the baseball team) but the western law enforcement 
agency dating back to 1823 is known for patrolling the rugged Texas terrain. For 
almost 200 years, its members have protected tiny towns along the border and 
have helped solve numerous crimes and corruption throughout the state. 
However, the valiant group also has a darker history filled with corruption, 
murder and violence against minorities. Author and journalist Doug Swanson 
joins Viewpoints this week to share the full picture of the famed Texas Rangers. 

7/5/20
5:30am
10:04

Education, Stuff the Bus

United Way of the New River Valley had their eleventh annual Stuff the Bus 
school supply drive.  We asked listeners to help us collect numerous supplies for 
children in need in the NRV.

7/8-7/25
Various Hours
20:00

Food Production, 
Business, 
Environment, Climate 
Change, Health, 

THE BUSINESS OF LAB-GROWN MEAT 

Millions of Americans have embraced plant-based meat like the Impossible 
Burger, but how do you feel about real meat that’s grown in a petri dish in a lab? 

7/12/20
5:30am
8:32
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Technology, Animal 
Welfare, Government, 
Politics, Food Science 

If the taste, texture and smell exactly resembled meat that was traditionally 
farmed outside, would you eat it? Lab-grown, cell-cultured chicken, beef and 
pork is set to hit the mass market in just a few years. What’s the science and 
process behind this new technology? 

Public health, 
international 
Pandemic, community 
health

Southwest Virginia COVID-19 Response Force

105.3 the Bear have been selling station face-coverings with all proceeds going 
to benefit Southwest Virginia COVID-19 Response Force.  This great 
organization, started by Virginia Tech students, volunteers and collects funds to 
help support our those on the front line combating this crisis. 

7/1-9/31
Various Hours
60:00

Homelessness, 
Poverty, Education, 
Child Development, 
Housing, Nonprofit 
Organization, 
Parenting 

THE MANY FACES OF HOMELESSNESS 

On a single night in the U.S. there are more than 550,000 people homeless – and 
this number is only set to rise as COVID-19 has put millions out of work and 
shattered the stability of the U.S. economy. As a child or teen who has to deal 
with homelessness at a young age, it can be a tough road of shifting from 
temporary housing to another shelter. Giselle Burgess and her five kids were in 
this position in New York City, so Burgess decided to start a Girl Scout Troup 
named Troop 6000 to help her girls and others in this situation. We cover the 
inspiring story of Troop 6000 this week on Viewpoints. 

7/19/20
5:30am
8:04

Trauma, Stress, 
Psychology, Medicine, 
Psychiatry, Mental 
Health 

BETTER UNDERSTANDING TRAUMA 

Trauma comes in many shapes and forms throughout life. Viewpoints speaks 
with psychiatrist, Dr. James S. Gordon in order to better understand a person’s 
reaction to trauma and the body’s resilience in dealing with these stressful 
events and situations. 

8/2/20
5:30am
10:23
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History, War, 
Literature, Genocide, 
Race, Ethnicity, 
Minorities 

THE HOLOCAUST: SURVIVING THE GERMAN OCCUPATION OF THE 
NETHERLANDS 

When Dutch forces surrendered to the Germans in May of 1940, the Nazis 
gained control of the Netherlands and set in action a plan to exterminate 
hundreds of thousands of Jews and minorities. Arguably, the most famous voice 
from that region is Anne Frank – the young teenage girl who wrote of her daily 
life in hiding until she was discovered in 1944 and died in the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. While Anne Frank is a prominent voice, there are many 
other stories of those who hid out for years, evading capture and awaiting 
freedom. 

8/16/20
5:30am
10:21

Criminal Justice, 
Crime, Government, 
Mental Health, 
Addiction, Psychology, 
Race, Poverty, Politics 

REHABILITATION WHILE IN PRISON: GETTING TO THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 

The U.S. has the largest prison population in the world with more than 2.3 
million inmates. Each year, prisons cost taxpayers 80 billion dollars. But with two 
thirds of those incarcerated returning back behind bars within a few years, 
clearly something is broken. We discuss how some popular reforms do more 
harm than good and what needs to change within the system.

08/30/20
5:30am
9:14

Cybersecurity, 
Technology, 
Government, Politics, 
Information 
Technology 

THE CURRENT SCOPE OF SURVEILLANCE IN THE U.S. 

Today, ex-government employee, Edward Snowden is recognized around the 
world for his role in leaking highly classified information about government mass 
surveillance. We explore the benefits and consequences of modern surveillance 
and how both private business entities and governments are acquiring 
information from millions of Americans.

9/6/20
5:30am
9:31

Mental and 
Community Health

NRV Walk to End Alzheimer’s

DreZ spoke with Ryan Kerr from the Alzheimer’s Association about their annual 
walk to end Alzheimer’s.  Funds raised allow the Alzheimer’s Association to continue 
to provide care and support to families during these difficult times while also advancing 

9/10
3:46pm
3:32
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critical research toward methods of treatment and prevention.

Meteorology, Science, 
Climate, Natural 
Disasters, 
Government, History 

PEAK HURRICANE SEASON 2020 

Hurricane Laura ramped up to a Category 4 hurricane late last month and was 
the strongest storm to hit the Louisiana coast in more than a hundred and sixty 
years. Each year, the most powerful storms during the Atlantic hurricane season 
typically form between the end of August and early October. We speak with two 
experts to better understand the history of hurricanes and the destruction they 
wreak each year. 

9/13/20
5:30am
11:14

Education, 
Technology, Online 
Learning, Parenting, 
Child Development 

BACK TO SCHOOL 2020: LEARNING THROUGH TECH 

Navigating back to school this year has been challenging to say the least. With 
switching policies and protocols, everyone is just trying to get through the fall 
one day at a time. Viewpoints speaks with two education experts about the 
biggest barriers to learning and what online education technology can really 
offer students. 

9/20/20
5:30am
10:15

Voting, civic duties, Registering to Vote

With an important election coming up in November, we were informing listeners 
how they can register to vote as well as how they can sign-up to vote by mail or 
via absentee ballot.

9/23-9/31
Various Hours
10:00

Identity theft, 
security, community 
health

Rotary Club of Montgomery County ShredAThon

The Rotary Club of Montgomery County is hosting a shred-a-thon for our 
community to securely destroy important documents.  Funds raised at the event 
will go to support Coats 4 Kids which helps children in our local schools get 
winter coats.

9/26-9/31
Various Hours
10:00
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Business, Food 
Production, Pandemic, 
Transportation, Labor 
Issues 

INSIDE THE GROCERY INDUSTRY 

Americans spent 700 billion dollars on groceries in 2018. Across the U.S., there 
are more than 38,000 supermarkets, each stocking thousands and thousands of 
distinct products. But what is the human cost of this mass consumerism? Well, 
the burden largely falls on low-paid workers at each level of food production and 
distribution - and the pandemic has only exacerbated many of these problems. 

9/27/20
5:30am
11:49


