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This summary covers the FOURTH QUARTER 2020

Issue Title/Responsive Programming Date/Time/Duration
Identity theft, 
community health

Shred-A-Thon

The Rotary Club of Montgomery County is hosting a shred-a-thon for our 
community to securely destroy important documents.  Funds raised at the event 
will go to support Coats 4 Kids which helps children in our local schools get 
winter coats.

10/1-10/10
Various Hours
10:00

Public health, 
international 
Pandemic, community 
health

Southwest Virginia COVID-19 Response Force

105.3 the Bear have been selling station face-coverings with all proceeds going 
to benefit Southwest Virginia COVID-19 Response Force.  This great 
organization, started by Virginia Tech students, volunteers and collects funds to 
help support our those on the front line combating this crisis. 

10/1-10/10
Various Hours
5:00

voting, civic duties Registering to Vote

With an important election coming up in November, we were informing listeners 
how they can register to vote as well as how they can sign-up to vote by mail or 
via absentee ballot.

10/2-10/13
Various Hours
10:00

Higher Education, 
Public Health, Science, 
Technology, Medical 
Diagnostic Testing, 
Influenza, COVID-19 
Pandemic, Research & 
Development

COVID TESTING ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has developed a quick and 
affordable saliva-based test that makes it possible for students, faculty and 
staff to get checked twice a week for COVID-19. We speak with one of its 
creators, Dr. Martin Burke about the largescale implementation of this method 
and the upcoming challenges with flu season quickly approaching.

10/4/20
5:30am
6:59

community health Coats-4-Kids

DreZ spoke with Brenda Eanes from the American Business Woman’s 
Association about how listeners can help support Coats 4 Kids which helps 

10/8
03:47
3:42pm
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children in our local schools get winter coats.

Language, 
Communication, 
History, Spelling & 
Grammar, Culture

WHY IS ENGLISH SO HARD TO LEARN?

We all know the rule: “I before E, except after C,” but it’s not applicable in 
“weird” or “science” or many other words. The English language has many 
exceptions to its rules and these irregularities make it a difficult language to 
learn. Two language experts join Viewpoints this week to share the many 
frustrations of English and the rules at play today.

10/11/20
5:30am
8:18

Crime, Fraud, 
Economics, Finance, 
Politics, Law, Criminal 
Justice, History

WHITE COLLAR CRIME: THE PLAYERS & ITS ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES

Each year, white collar crime results in losses that range between 300 and 800 
billion dollars. Comparatively, other street-level crimes only total 16 billion 
dollars. Despite the huge cost, we seldom hear about lasting consequences for 
corporate offenders. We explore the prevalence of white-collar crime in our 
country and the systems that allow this corruption to flourish.

10/18/20
5:30am
11:16

Aging, Death, Health, 
Family & 
Interpersonal 
Relationships, 
Business, Career, 
History

EXAMINING THE DEATH-CARE INDUSTRY

Planning for death is an important part of life. Getting your affairs in order and 
communicating your final wishes to your loved ones are two vital steps in this 
process. We speak with John Keith, the owner of Keith Monument, to better 
understand the field and some of the ways that COVID-19 has changed the 
way we celebrate life.

10/25/20
5:30am
7:24

Children, gifts, 
Christmastime, 
charity

Toys for Tots

105.3 The Bear teamed up with Toys for Tots to help make a child’s Christmas 
a little brighter in the New River Valley, collecting toys at the radio station.

11/6-12/12
Various Hours
60:00
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Business, Climate 
Change, Renewable 
Energy, Science, 
Politics

THE STATE OF CLIMATE SCIENCE IN THE U.S.

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, greenhouse gases trap 
heat in the atmosphere leading to a warmer planet. The largest source of 
greenhouse gas emissions due to human activities is from burning fossil fuels 
like coal, oil and natural gas for electricity, heat and transportation. In recent 
years, the increasingly dry and warm climate in the U.S. has led to extreme 
fires, record drought and more severe hurricanes. So, what can be done to 
alter the path we’re currently on and make renewable energy (that results in 
less emissions) widely accessible for everyone?

11/8/20
5:30am
10:03

Science, Career, 
Technology, COVID-19 
Pandemic, Invention, 
Education, Infectious 
Disease

THE STATE OF SCIENCE

Before the pandemic, roughly 4 in 10 people across the world believed that if 
science didn’t exist their lives would be no different, according to a global 
survey conducted by 3M Corporation. We dig into this staggering statistic and 
how COVID-19 has altered people’s perception of the field.

11/15/20
5:30am
9:14

Education, Politics, 
Law, Public Safety, 
Democracy, Weapons 
Safety

SURVIVING PARKLAND: THE PERSPECTIVE OF ONE TEACHER

The 2018 massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland, Florida was 
the deadliest high school shooting in U.S. history. A teen gunman opened fire 
killing 17 students and faculty and injuring 17 others. Viewpoints speaks with 
high school teacher Jeff Foster who was there that day and is still an active 
voice in ending gun violence.  

11/22/20
5:30am
9:57

Baking, Holiday 
Cooking, Literature, 
History, Culture, 
Education, Tradition

I SPY DELICIOUS PIE

Boozy Pecan, Cranberry-Pear, Banana Crème. The many flavors and textures of 
pie are endless. Just because Thanksgiving and all-things pumpkin have 
passed, doesn’t mean an end to sugary holiday sweets. Viewpoints speaks with 
cookbook author Ken Haedrich about the prevalence of pie in American 
culture and how anyone – at any skill level – can bake a delicious pie in no 
time.

11/29/20
5:30am
7:04
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Psychology, Body 
Language, Career, 
Interrogation, 
Government, Office 
Culture, Workplace 
Issues

LIAR, LIAR: HOW TO GET TO THE TRUTH

How do professionals question people to get the information they want? We 
talk to an expert in interrogation and lying on this subject, and how law 
enforcement and job interviewers use the same tactics to find out if someone 
may be lying to them.

12/6/20
5:30am
10:05

Human Rights, 
Poverty Corporate 
Greed, Environment, 
Business, Natural 
Resources, Labor & 
Workplace Issues, 
Economics

THE MODERN DIAMOND BUSINESS

The northwestern coast of South Africa & Namibia has been a mining hub for 
diamonds since the 1900’s. Local workers labor through long shifts and 
hazardous working conditions in order to feed their families. The pay? Roughly 
five cents per carat of rough diamonds found. While some may argue that the 
industry stimulates the local economy, once a company deems an area to be 
over-mined, it pulls out, leaving behind nothing for locals except ravaged land.

12/13/20
5:30am
8:04

Culture, 
Entertainment, 
Hobbies

CULTURE CRASH: REVISITING THE VIDEO GAME “THE LAST OF US”

“The Last of Us” and “The Last of Us Part Two” both have intricate storylines 
set in a post-zombie apocalypse world that makes for adventurous and 
exciting game play. We dive into the creative development that sets this game 
apart.

12/20/20
5:30am
3:03

Public Speaking, 
Communication, 
Career, Workplace 
Issues, Self-
Improvement, 
Hobbies

THE ON- AND OFF-STAGE BENEFITS OF PRACTICING IMPROV

Getting on a stage in front of a crowd can be extremely daunting. But, taking a 
risk and trying something new may not only lead you to a new hobby but a 
renewed perspective on life. Improv comedy forces you to connect on a 
deeper level with others, as well as yourself through the collaboration, 
communication and confidence the performance art requires.

12/27/20
5:30am
11:34


