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WGAL-TV Community Needs & Issues 3rd Quarter 2017 

This Quarterly Report is placed in the Local Public File of the Station WGAL, Lancaster, 
PA, to report on the Station’s programming during the period of July 1, 2017, through 
September 30, 2017.  See 47 CFR 73.3526(e)(11). 
 
Ascertained Needs and Interests of the Community: The management and ownership 
of the Station engage in continuous ascertainment of the needs and interests of the 
listeners of the viewing area.  During the 3rd Quarter of 2017, the significant issues 
facing the Susquehanna Valley and other communities of the viewing market area 
generally included: 
 

 General Crime/Civilian Safety 
General Crime and Civilian Safety remain a driving issue of concern among 
residents living in the Susquehanna Valley. Gun control in America also continues 
to be an area of concern as local and national officials look at ways to curb violence 
linked to guns.  Other topics related to General Crime that have local residents 
concerned over their own Civilian Safety include the lack of police presence in 
high-crime neighborhoods, drug trafficking, and the possible rise in criminal gangs 
throughout the Susquehanna Valley. 
 

 (Un)Employment 
(Un)Employment remains an area of concern; it is a local and national issue that 
continues to be of interest to residents of the Susquehanna Valley.   
 

 National Security 
The security of our nation remains at a high priority within the United States 
Government and American Military Forces.  The protection and safety of America’s 
secrets and its citizens undoubtedly remains a top issue for WGAL-TV and all 
television viewers.   
 

 Education 
Concern over America’s current state of Education continues, especially in 
Pennsylvania, as many Susquehanna Valley School Districts continue to face 
budget challenges. News 8 has provided continuing coverage of this and other 
local issues which are of interest on this topic.  
 

 Economy 
The overall state of the Economy, on both a national and local level, remains a top 
issue of concern for most WGAL-TV viewers.   
 

 Government/Politics 
Government/Politics on both a national and local level, remain prominent and 
controversial issues among Americans, especially during these vulnerable 
economic times.  Because of this, WGAL-TV continues to deliver local, state, and 
national government/political developments to viewers on a daily basis.  Recent 
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topics of concern include: Financial Reform, Middle-Class Tax Cuts, Property 
Taxes, Job Creation, etc. 
 

 Conservation/Environment 
Conservation and Environment continues to be a growing concern, particularly for 
residents living in the Susquehanna Valley, as we are surrounded by so much rich 
land and farming communities.  Locally and nationwide, land conservation and 
“going green” is important to our viewers as people continue to seek ways to 
preserve and be more environmentally responsible.   
 

 General Health/Wellness 
To advocate the importance of well-being among our viewing audience, WGAL-TV 
reports on the vast array of issues surrounding General Health/Wellness 
frequently. 
 

 Healthcare & Reform 
Healthcare and reform are important to people in the Susquehanna Valley.  News 
8 provided regular coverage at the national level as the Affordable Care Act has 
been a topic of governmental issue. 
 

 Substance Abuse, Treatment and Awareness 
With the opioid epidemic rampid throughout the country and locally, Susquehanna 
Valley residents are concerned with the high number of addictions, deaths related 
to the addictions and making efforts to curb this disease.  News 8 delivers timely 
coverage of all areas surrounding the epidemic from how individuals become 
addicted, to treatment and help for families involved.  

 
The Station airs diverse programming that meets the needs and interests of its listeners.  
From July 1 to September 30, 2017 WGAL-TV aired a vast array of regularly scheduled 
programs (local/syndicated/network) dealing with Community Needs and Issues.  
WGAL-TV determined the issues of concern relevant to Susquehanna Valley residents 
based upon our continuous involvement in the community, surveys, research, and input 
from area leaders, viewers, and various organizations.  In addition, WGAL-TV broadcasts 
36 hours of local news programs per week on its Main Digital Channel 8.1, 3.5 hours of 
local news on its Digital Multicast Channel - WGAL-TV 8.2 MeTV, as well as NBC 
network programs, which also often address these issues of local concern.  As set forth 
below, these local programs featured discussions of most of the ascertained issues.  
 
During the Third Quarter of 2017, WGAL also aired hundreds of local, state, and 
national Public Service Announcements on many diverse subjects.
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3rd Quarter 2017 
WGAL-TV Issues/Programs List 

 
The following list contains some of the most significant programming treatment of issues 

of community concern addressed by WGAL-TV during the quarter; this list is not 
intended to be exhaustive.  

 

Date Program Vehicle Time of Day & 
Duration 

Community 
Issue/Concern 

Description 

7/1/17 News 8 @  
     10P                     

10:03:57P 
1:42 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

More than two dozen people were 
shot when gunfire broke out inside 
of a nightclub in Little Rock, 
Arkansas early this morning. It 
happened in Little Rock’s Power 
Ultra Lounge.  One moment people 
were having a good time listening to 
music, and the next moment 
gunshots, screams, and panic.  
Club goers scrambled to escape 
any way they could.   Police say 
there were several shooters in the 
gun battle. 

7/2/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

The forty-nine members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus say 
they met with President Trump in 
March as a show of good 
faith.  Three months later, they 
decline an invitation for another 
meeting.  The Chairman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
Representative Cedric Richmond 
(D-Louisiana) talked about their 
policy differences with the White 
House, the decision to walk away 
from the table, and why they say 
they are showing more respect for 
the office of the President than the 
President himself.  The leader of 
the Young Invincibles is Jen 
Mishory.  Her organization was 
born out of the health care reform 
movement and the question of what 
access to healthcare would mean 
for Millennials.   The ACA, known 
as Obamacare, resulted in 3.8 
million young people gaining 
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insurance coverage.  Congress-
woman Cheri Bustos, (D-Illinois), 
gets a new title:  Engagement 
Officer to the Heartland.   Bustos 
won her third term in the House by 
20 points in a district that went for 
Trump.  Now the Democratic Party 
wants her to teach others how she 
did it. We look at the survival of the 
grizzly bear, and the role of 
Yellowstone National Park in 
preserving their species.   

7/3/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:18:48P 
2:54 

National 
Security 

Airlines are trying a new facial 
recognition approach to get 
passengers through airports with 
fewer delays.  Smile for the camera.  
No more boarding passes or 
searching for your passport to 
prove your identity.   
Airlines are adding facial 
recognition to identify passengers 
for two reasons.  First, self-serve 
ticket kiosks and mobile check-in 
apps have become so popular, 
passengers are not only 
comfortable with technology, and 
they use it to move quickly through 
the airport.  Second, facial 
recognition systems are tied into 
data bases, like the one kept by the 
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol so 
carriers can let a machine verify the 
identity of travelers freeing up gate 
agents to concentrate on those 
passengers needing extra 
attention. 

7/4/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:20:47P 
0:25 

Economy Good news for drivers heading 
home from the long holiday 
weekend.  AAA says July 4th gas 
prices are at a 12-year low.  The 
national average for a gallon of 
regular is $2.23, which is down 15-
cents from just a month ago. 
It is higher in Pennsylvania at $2.42 
a gallon, due in part to PA having 
the highest gas tax in the Nation.  
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About one in four gas stations 
nationwide is selling gas for $2.00 a 
gallon or less. 

7/5/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:11:47P 
1:22 

Government/ 
Politics 

President Donald Trump landed in 
Poland tonight, the first leg of his G-
20 Summit trip meeting with 
China’s President and a face-to-
face with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.  But, the Summit 
may be overshadowed by North 
Korea’s missile test.  North Korea's 
leader stubbornly vows he will not 
negotiate over his nuclear and 
missile programs. 

7/6/17 News 8 @ 4P 4:24:41P 
2:19 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

Some people who have chronic 
back pain need surgery to get relief.  
It is a serious step that requires a 
significant recovery time.  But, there 
are cases where back pain can be 
relieved with nonsurgical 
treatments.  Back pain is 
categorized as chronic when it lasts 
three months or longer.  Physical 
therapy can help with back pain.  
Yoga and meditation can help fight 
the emotional turmoil that comes 
from coping with chronic back pain. 
Changes in your diet and other 
lifestyle modifications may also 
help relieve back pain.  Other 
nonsurgical options include 
massage and acupuncture, and 
nerve ablations where nerves are 
destroyed to ease pain.  Anti-
inflammatory medications or 
muscle relaxants might also help. 
Giving up the smokes can also 
help. 

7/7/17 News 8 Today           
@ 6A 

6:27:15A 
0:46 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

The rate of Opioid prescriptions has 
been going down but public health 
officials say too many people still 
use and abuse strong painkillers.  
The CDC took a close look at where 
Opioid prescriptions are being filled 
across the country.  Hardest hit are 
counties that are mostly white, are 
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poor, and have less education.  The 
number of Opioid prescriptions 
peaked in 2010.  Still, the number 
of Opioids prescribed in 2015 was 
three times higher than what it was 
in 1999.  Experts say strong 
painkillers should be reserved for 
people with terminal cancer and 
other incurable conditions. 

7/8/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:08:00A 
1:20 

(Un) 
Employment 

The June jobs report is in and U.S. 
employers added 222,000 jobs last 
month, which is the most in four 
months.  It is a reassuring sign that 
businesses are confident enough to 
keep hiring despite a slow growing 
economy. 

7/9/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

A special edition reports on 
American heroes struggling with 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
PTSD.  The veterans and active 
duty military profiled have all been 
diagnosed with PTSD, and are 
looking to science for help 
navigating their recovery from the 
wounds within.   Their stories give 
us a window into the research on 
PTSD and the brain, and the 
potential for using blood tests, 
MRIs, and other tools to diagnose 
the disorder.  

7/10/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:07:12P 
0:23 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

Concern in Lancaster County about 
a spike in drug overdoses involving 
synthetic Marijuana.     Police and 
ambulance services say more than 
70 overdose calls came in over the 
weekend and the number is 
growing.  Some victims were 
experiencing bizarre and 
dangerous reactions after using the 
synthetic drug, also known as K-2.  
Police say most of the calls are 
coming from the City of Lancaster. 

7/11/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:07:47P 
1:74 

National 
Security 

An investigation continues tonight 
after a deadly plane crash in rural 
Mississippi.  A military transport 
plane, which was part of a training 
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mission, went down killing all 16 on 
board, including one Navy 
Corpsman and 15 Marines.  Military 
officials have confirmed cargo on 
the plane included small arms 
ammunition and what is described 
as personal weapons.   
Investigators continue to work 
through the debris searching for 
evidence at the scene. 

7/12/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:04:29A 
0:32 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

At the State Capitol, lawmakers are 
trying to figure out how to fund the 
State budget.  House Republicans 
revealed their plan to cut Medicaid 
dollars introducing changes to the 
State Human Services Code that 
would place new requirements on 
people receiving Medicaid benefits.  
Those requirements would require 
able-bodied people to hold a job, or 
be actively pursuing one in order to 
receive benefits.  Another change 
would be asking families who make 
more than $200,000 a year to pay a 
portion of the coverage for a 
disabled child. 

7/13/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:02:14P 
1:09 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

Dramatic new developments in the 
case of the four missing men in 
Bucks County.  Hours after police 
found human remains at the bottom 
of a 12-foot grave, the man they 
have in custody as a person of 
interest, twenty-year-old Cosmo 
Dinardo, confessed to killing them.  
A person with firsthand knowledge 
says Dinardo was a drug dealer 
who killed each of the four young 
men separately after selling them 
Marijuana.  He then burned their 
bodies at his family’s farm.  
Dinardo’s attorney says his client 
agreed to plead guilty on four 
counts of first-degree murder.      

7/14/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:20:57P 
4:27 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 

This month our State of Addiction 
investigation into the Opioid 
epidemic is focusing on 
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Awareness homelessness and addiction.  We 
look at a program in Philadelphia 
called Pathways to Housing.  The 
program helps homeless people 
get housing first and then works to 
help them with other issues like 
drug use. 

7/15/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:23:57P 
3:20 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

A South Carolina woman says she 
is amazed after finding a purse she 
had stolen from a boat at Lake 
Hartwell Villas 25 years ago.  She 
thought she would never see again.  
Decades after her purse was 
stolen, April Bolt says she got a 
phone call stating it had been 
found.  Eleven-year-old Brodie 
Brooks was fishing off a boat slip at 
the lake when his line started to 
move.  Using all of his might, 
Brooks reeled it in, expecting a 
thirty-pound catfish, instead 
catching a woman’s purse.  It was 
opened and a birth certificate, high 
school diploma, credit cards from 
stores that no longer exist, makeup 
and photos of her Son as a baby 
were found inside. The thief was 
never caught!    

7/16/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

The key architect of the Affordable 
Care Act, Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, 
joins for a conversation about his 
visits to the Trump White House 
about health care reform, the fixes 
he says he would make if he could, 
and his surprising ideas for bringing 
the cost of care and premiums 
down.  Then, are we jumping to 
conclusions about the legal 
implications of Donald Trump Jr.'s 
emails?  Does the email chain 
about a meeting with a Russian 
lawyer offering incriminating 
information on Hillary Clinton 
constitute evidence of a 
crime?  Plus, do the symbols of the 
Confederacy salute heroes or 
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traitors of the nation?  Plus, the 
President's Commission on 
Election Integrity is about to 
meet.   Their goal is to safeguard 
our elections.  So far, they have 
asked the states to provide detailed 
voter registration rolls.  At least 40 
states have said, “No."  What is 
behind the ask and the answer?  Is 
voter fraud really a problem, or do 
we have something more pressing 
to worry about?  Finally, it is 
America's pastime, and part of 
American history.  So why all the 
confusion over who invented the 
game?  Major League Baseball's 
official historian, John Thorn, sets 
the record straight.  Find out where 
history went afoul!  

7/17/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:42:27P 
0:46 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

The Republicans health care 
overhaul is on hold.  The delay is 
forced by the absence of key 
Republican Senator, John McCain, 
who is recovering from surgery and 
will be away from work for at least a 
week.  
President Trump had invited a 
group of Republican Senators to 
the White House to talk about the 
Health Care Bill.  The GOP Health  
Care Bill is in a holding pattern.   

7/18/17 News 8 @ 
11P 

11:20:30P 
2:15 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

The Pennsylvania Office of 
Administration confirms hackers 
attempted to infiltrate State 
computer systems more than 90 
billion times during calendar year 
2016, buy State officials stated 
there is no evidence that any of 
those attempts were successful.  
That is nearly 250 million attempts 
every day!  Every State agency was 
targeted including the States’ voter 
registration and voting system with 
no evidence of intrusion or the 
system that tallies the votes.  The 
Department of Homeland Security 
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says Russian hackers targeted the 
election systems in 21-states in the 
last election.  Pennsylvania was not 
notified that it was one of those 
states. 

7/19/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:15:24A 
0:25 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

A 10-year-old boy is the latest 
victim of the Opioid epidemic. 
Prosecutors in Miami, Florida say 
he died of a Fentanyl overdose. 
Alton Banks came into contact with 
the deadly substance while visiting 
a local pool, although they are not 
sure how.  He is believed to be the 
youngest victim of this scourge that 
is occurring in their community,  
Investigators say this death shows 
just how deadly Fentanyl can be. 

7/20/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:11:51P 
0:26 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

O.J. Simpson has been granted 
parole.  He will be released from 
prison in October after serving nine 
years for armed robbery and 
assault.  The 70-year-old has 
served his minimum sentence for 
the botched attempt to retrieve 
sports memorabilia in Las Vegas. 

7/21/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:02:49P 
1:02 

      (Un) 
Employment 

In Lebanon County, Mattel is 
officially opening a distribution 
center today with hundreds of new 
jobs.  Teaming up with Ryder, 
Mattel expects to move ninety 
million toys a year out of the 
distribution center to stores such as 
Walmart, Target, Amazon, and 
Toys R Us, along the East Coast. 

7/22/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:12:13A 
3:13 

Economy Pennsylvania has a spending plan 
but not a funding plan.  So how will 
the State operate?  The work on the 
budget is still buzzing around the 
Capitol but without  
a compromise in place, they are 
running low on money.  Joe 
Torsella is the State’s Treasurer.  
His job I to oversee the 
Pennsylvania’s money or lack 
thereof.  He is forecasting a 
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need to borrow as much as 
$3,000,000,000 to pay the bills.  
Without a funding plan, Torsella 
says the State could have to start 
borrowing money next month. 

7/23/17 Matter of Fact 11:35P 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A look at racism in the Criminal 
Justice System with a former 
prosecutor and author, Paul 
Butler.   Paul Butler discussed his 
new book Chokehold and how he 
sees the criminal justice system's 
goals, the issues around policing 
and mental health, and the 
incidents of violence involving 
police and those in custody.    Then, 
50 years after the Summer of 1967, 
a year that saw uprisings on the 
streets of America's major cities, 
the deadliest violence in the city of 
Detroit.  President Lyndon Johnson 
appointed the Kerner Commission 
to investigate the violence.  Then, 
progress to report on an effort to 
turn a mountaintop coal-mining 
strip into a solar farm.  We reported 
on the progress being made in 
Eastern Kentucky by Berkeley 
Energy group, and talked to the 
project director, Adam Edelen, 
about the coal industry's effort to 
co-exist with renewable energy.  
Plus, several state legislatures 
passing laws to address police 
stops as part of driver's education 
curricula.  Then, an order of nuns 
owns property in Pennsylvania 
where a pipeline is scheduled for 
construction.  The nuns protest by 
building an open-air chapel, forcing 
the pipeline company to go to 
court.   What is behind the 
protest?  And, will the company get 
the blessing of the court to tear the 
chapel down? 

7/24/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:09:15P 
3:09 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

An apparent smuggling of 
undocumented immigrants has now 
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left ten people dead after they were 
trapped in a sweltering truck in 
Texas with temperatures reaching 
100 degrees. The truck driver is 
expected to be formally charged 
today.  Federal investigators are 
searching for answers as to whom 
is involved in the truck smuggling of 
un-documented immigrants, and 
where are the other victims who ran 
when police were called by a 
Walmart employee who was 
approached by a victim who 
escaped and begged him for water.  
In all 39 people were rescued.  This 
is the latest in four other truck 
smuggling cases this month in 
Texas alone.   It is renewing calls 
for immigration reform. 

7/25/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:03:14P 
0:52 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

Senator John McCain returned to 
Washington today casting a 
decisive vote that opens the debate 
on repealing and replacing 
Obamacare.  The final vote was 50 
to 50 with Vice President Mike 
Pence breaking the tie in the 
Republicans favor.  Later, 
President Trump praised the 
Senate for moving the debate 
forward on health care reform.  He 
said the vote was a big step.   

7/26/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:30:16A 
0:53 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

The State Attorney General is 
hoping drug deactivation pouches 
will help small towns control their 
drug problem.  The idea is if you 
have multiple ways to get rid of 
unwanted drugs, there will be less 
out there to misuse.  The State is 
distributing 300,000 drug disposal 
pouches to pharmacies in 12 
counties.  They can essentially turn 
off powerful prescription drugs like 
oxycodone.  The pouches have a 
carbon-based element that can 
deactivate up to 45 pills when warm 
water is added and the pouch is 
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sealed.  The pouches can then go 
right in the trash.  They are funded 
by fines from drug offenses.  
Communities with poor access to 
take-back boxes are getting the 
pouches.  The Susquehanna Valley 
is not on the list yet. 

7/27/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:07:10P 
1:15 

Economy At the State Capitol, the Senate 
moved a State funding plan, but it 
could mean an increase in your 
taxes.  Nobody said balancing a 
budget would be easy.  A difficult 
vote for everybody, not a vote 
anybody wanted.  But, Senate 
Majority Leader Jake Corman led 
the effort to narrowly pass a budget-
funding plan.  The Senate plan 
implements a severance tax on gas 
drillers, on top of the existing impact 
fee and increases the gross 
receipts tax on your utility bills.  It is 
about $5.00 per $100.00 you are 
charged, and that made every 
Susquehanna Valley Senator vote 
No.  The funding plan also includes 
borrowing from the State Tobacco 
Settlement Fund and a tax hike on 
consumer firework sales. 

7/28/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:14:06A 
0:50 

Conservation/ 
Environment 

Recent heavy rain is causing 
problems at many New Jersey 
beaches.  The State has closed 
three beaches and issued water 
quality advisories for 31 others.  
The New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection found 
extremely high bacteria levels at 
Beachwood Beach West, Summit 
Beach, and West Beach in Toms 
River.  Recent heavy rain swept 
bacteria, known as entero-cocksee 
into streams, creeks and rivers 
flowing toward the coast.        

7/29/17 Matter of Fact 6:09:53P 
3:10 

National  
Security 

The United States and South Korea 
are reacting strongly against North 
Korea's latest missile test.  North 
Korea has some strong words of 
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warning for the U.S.  The U.S. has 
denounced this latest test.  But with 
every success that North Korea 
has, the stakes ramp higher for 
regional security and for the Trump 
administration, which to this point 
has had very little progress in the 
way of options to try to contain the 
North.  This ICBM flew 620 miles at 
an altitude of 2300 miles.  So, if you 
flatten that trajectory experts say it 
would be capable of reaching 
several cities in the United States 
like Denver and San Francisco.  
This is exactly what North Korea 
has been promising or warning of 
for years.  

7/30/17  News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A look back at a tumultuous time in 
American history.  Fifty years ago 
this week, July 1967, several 
African-American communities 
erupted in violence.  Whether you 
call them, riots, rebellions or civil 
unrest, it was an explosion of anger.  
Among the biggest flashpoints, the 
city of Detroit, where 43 died, 
another 1189 were injured and 
more than 7200  arrested.  It began 
spontaneously after a police raid on 
an illegal bar and when the flames 
were finally put out, 2000 buildings 
were destroyed.  Talks with former 
Oklahoma Senator Fred Harris, the 
last surviving member of the Kerner 
Commission, appointed by 
President Lyndon Johnson to 
investigate why it happened and 
how to make sure it never happens 
again. 

7/31/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

6:32:04A 
2:02 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

Starting next month, a new law, 
Libre’s Law, is changing the 
requirements for tethering your 
dog.  Pets need time outside to walk 
and play but too much time under 
the wrong conditions can really 
harm them!  Under the new policy, 
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if you want to tether your animal 
outside safely, you must use a 
leash as least three-times the 
length of the pet or ten-feet longer, 
whichever is longer and collars may 
not pinch or choke the animal.  The 
law says pets can be outside for no 
more than 9-consecutive hours on 
a leash. And, no more than 30-
minutes tied up with temperatures 
lower than 32-degrees or higher 
than 90-degrees. 

8/1/17 News 8 @ 6P 12:00:20P 
0:48 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

The District Attorney's office has a 
warning for parents who provide 
alcohol to teenagers.  The DA’s 
office says it needs to keep 
reminding parents that the 
combination of teens, alcohol, and 
driving are deadly even at low 
levels of intoxication.     

8/2/17 News 8 @ 4P 6:12:12P 
3:00 

National 
Security 

The U.S. Defense Department  
says more than 70,000 Americans 
who served during World War II  are 
still unaccounted for, but no longer 
for one of them.  Lt. Charles 
Carlson’s remains are back with his 
family in the Susquehanna Valley.  
His plane was shot down 
somewhere over Buschhoven, 
Germany in 1944.  Crews found the 
lieutenant’s belongings and 
remains.  The key was a woman 
who remembered seeing the crash 
as a child and led the researcher’s 
right to it.  Lt. Carlson's remains 
arrived at Harrisburg International 
Airport late this afternoon.  He will 
be buried at Indiantown Gap 
National Cemetery.  
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8/3/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

4:01:54P 
1:34 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

In Reading, there was a multi-
million dollar drug bust of a pipeline 
police say was funneling drugs into 
the Susquehanna Valley.  The 
District Attorney’s office says the 
drug dealers were using Route 222 
to bring Meth into Lancaster.  After 
a six-month investigation, Berks 
County officials set warrants for 39 
suspects, and 25 have been 
arrested.  Altogether, law 
enforcement seized Cocaine, 
Heroin, Meth, Fentanyl, Marijuana, 
21 guns and cash totaling more 
than $10,000,000. 

8/4/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:07:19A 
0:39 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

In York County, State officials are 
expressing concern about the 
spread of Lyme disease.  State 
Physician General, Rachel Levine, 
says Lyme disease has been seen 
in every county across the 
commonwealth and the number of 
cases is rising.  People who 
contract the tick borne illness may 
experience fever, muscle and joint 
aches, as well as a bullseye skin 
rash.  According to the CDC, 
Pennsylvania leads the nation in 
confirmed cases of Lyme disease. 

8/5/17 Matter of Fact 6:03:32A 
0:31 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

Numbers from the State Health 
Department show a lot of doctors 
want to be part of the state's new 
Medical Marijuana Program. 
The State's Physician General 
announced more than 100 doctors 
have taken steps to register.  Once 
approved, and after taking a four-
hour training course, they will be 
able to recommend medical 
Marijuana to patients who suffer 
from certain medical conditions.  
Getting doctor’s on-board is one of 
the last steps for the State’s 
Medical Marijuana Program, which 
should be up and running next year. 
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8/6/17 News 8 @  
     11P 

11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

Congressional Moderates are 
rebelling against their party 
leadership.  In the name of 
bipartisanship two groups of 
moderates, the New Democrats 
and the Republican Tuesday 
Group, come together to craft a 
legislative agenda.  And, nearly 
40,000,000 Americans live in 
housing they cannot afford, 
spending half of what they make to 
keep a roof over their heads.  We 
examine the impact of America's 
affordable housing crisis on middle 
class families and millennials, 
housing issues, and the long-term 
impact on our economy. Then, the 
Nation's insurance companies have 
until September 20th to either pull 
out of the Obamacare exchanges 
or commit to participating in 
2018.   Many states are facing a 
harsh reality of citizens who want to 
buy health insurance and no 
providers to sell to them.  Plus, an 
update on the Presidential 
Commission on Election 
Integrity.  Two federal judges rule 
the Commission can continue its 
work and ask states for sensitive 
voter information:  names, birth 
dates, social security numbers, 
voting histories, and party 
affiliations.  What is behind the 
ruling and when does voter privacy 
enter the discussion?  Do states 
have to provide the documents? 

8/7/17 News 8 @ 6P 11:16:25P 
      0:57 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

During the August 21st solar 
eclipse, some school districts will 
keep students indoors for afternoon 
recess, which happens during the 
time of the eclipse.  A 
spokesperson for the Cumberland 
Valley School District says the 
district will educate students on 
how to safely view the eclipse when 
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they walk outside between classes 
or to the bus.  The district made the 
decision after talking to a physician.  
You should never look directly at 
the sun.  NASA says to protect your 
eyes with special glasses.  This is 
the first total solar eclipse in 38 
years that is visible in the U.S.  Here 
in the Susquehanna Valley, you are 
expected to see the moon pass 
over the sun between 1:00 pm and 
4:00 pm on August 21.      

8/8/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:02:54P 
0:52 

Government/ 
Politics 

In Washington, President Trump is 
promising swift action if North 
Korea continues to threaten nuclear 
action against the United States.  
Today, U.S. intelligence officials 
confirmed that North Korea has 
successfully reached a key 
milestone in its nuclear weapons 
capability, the ability to construct 
missile ready nuclear weapons.  
President Trump says North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-Un is 
threatening America beyond 
acceptable boundaries and vowed 
the U.S.will respond if needed with 
power.  President Trump stated, 
“North Korea best not make any 
more threats to the United States.  
They will be met with fire and fury 
like the World has never seen.”  The 
North Koreans have already test-
fired two inter-continental ballistic 
missiles in recent weeks.      

8/9/17 News 8 @ 4P 4:24:19P 
0:38 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

The Food and Drug Administration 
has approved a new drug to treat 
ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig's 
Disease.  Radicava has proven to 
be very effective for patients.  The 
Mother of the man who inspired the 
ice bucket challenge has been 
working for the drug’s approval.  
She says the FDA fast-tracked the 
approval of Radicava, saving 
money and more important for ALS 



20 

 

patients, time.  This is the first drug 
to treat ALS that the FDA has 
approved in more than 20 years. 

8/10/17 News 8 @ 
11P 

11:16:40P 
3:25 

Substance    
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

Looking into the Opioid crisis all 
year, this month the focus is 
education.  As the Opioid crisis has 
unfolded, even schools and young 
people have not been immune.  As 
school districts have looked for help 
in tackling the problem, community 
organizations have stepped up to 
fill the need.  For two decades, the 
Byrnes Health Center in York has 
worked to build stronger 
communities across the 
Susquehanna Valley with a mission 
to educate and inspire people of all 
ages to make healthy choices.  With 
feedback from the DA’s office and 
County Coroner, the center rewrote 
its substance abuse curriculum 
focusing on Opioids and Heroin.  
The program focuses on the effects 
of Opioids on the body and how 
prescription drug abuse can lead to 
Heroin abuse.   School leaders 
wanted a program for younger 
students so the Byrnes Center now 
offers something similar for 
elementary school students.  Now 
Opioid education is one of the most 
asked for programs and the group 
is reaching more people than ever.   

8/11/17 News 8 Today 
@ 6A 

6:04:32A 
0:51 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

More testimony in the case 
involving the death of a Penn State 
fraternity pledge.  The preliminary 
hearing involves the now-closed 
Beta Theta Pi fraternity and 16 of its 
members.  On Thursday, 
prosecutors played video, shot 
inside the frat house last February 
showing Timothy Piazza stumbling 
and unsteady three hours before he 
was found unconscious.  
Investigators say the 19-year-old 
drank a dangerous amount of 
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alcohol and fell several times 
causing severe head and 
abdominal injuries.  Sixteen 
members of the fraternity face 
charges ranging from involuntary 
manslaughter to aggravated 
assault because they waited hours 
before calling 911.  Defense 
attorneys say Piazza's drinking was 
voluntary and their clients could not 
have known his injuries would be 
deadly. 

       8/12/17 News 8 Today 
@ 8:30A 

9:19:09A 
3:35 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

The Clinic for Special Children in 
Strasburg, Lancaster County, has 
been serving Amish and Mennonite 
patients for decades, but a growing 
number of families are travelling 
thousands of miles to get the life-
changing treatment the clinic offers.  
As the Medical Director at the clinic, 
Dr. Kevin Strauss has a special 
relationship with his patients.  He 
treats children with rare genetic 
disorders.  GA-1 kills nerve cells 
that control muscle tone and 
coordination and the damage only 
happens in the first two years of life.  
One of his patients and family travel 
from as far as Brazil to see the 
Doctor and to be treated for GA-1.  
While the effects of GA-1 cannot be 
reversed, Dr. Strauss knows the 
importance of early treatment and 
is hoping to stop further damage.  

8/13/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

Did the Civil War ever end?  
Despite the Confederacy's 
surrender, there is an on-going 
battle over the history of the 
Confederacy, the meaning of 
Confederate symbols and 
monuments in public spaces, and 
the impact of their presence on 
those who pass by them.  The 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
catalogued and mapped 
Confederate place names and 
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symbols across the country, 
identifying over 1500 in 31 states.  
Leaders in local communities and 
state houses from New York to 
California, and Pennsylvania to 
Alabama are debating what to do 
with the symbols.  Critics say 
removing them is erasing history, 
while proponents of removal argue 
they represent a painful legacy of 
slavery and white supremacy, and 
honor those who seceded from the 
Union.  Then, Diane Roberts visits 
the capital of the Confederacy, 
Richmond, Virginia, and talks with 
members of the Mayor's 
Commission looking into what to do 
with the 5-mile National Historic 
Landmark known as Monument 
Avenue.  The NAACP issued its 
first ever travel warning, telling 
African Americans they may be in 
danger if they travel to or through 
the "Show Me" state.  Find out why 
they say Missouri is not friendly 
territory, and why they decided to 
issue the warning now.  Finally, 
NASA issues a traffic warning for 
earth.  Why?  It is the Great 
American Solar Eclipse and it could 
double the size of many U.S. 
states.   
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8/14/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:08:12P 
1:17 

Education Governor Wolf announced changes 
to how standardized tests will be 
administered in the future.  
He stated they all agree that PSSA 
testing is taking too much time.   To 
solve the problem, the State will 
reduce testing time for the PSSA's 
on average by 20% for students in 
grades three through eight.  The 
Department of Education has 
removed two sections of the 
exams, one in math, one in English, 
and additional questions from the 
science section.  The Governor 
says this could all eliminate up to 
two full testing days for some 
schools.  The Governor says 
reducing the testing time, does not 
mean the state is reducing 
accountability.  The cuts in PSSA 
testing times will begin in the Spring 
of 2018. 

8/15/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:01:29P 
1:04 

 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

In Dauphin County, a partnership 
between Dauphin County and 
Pinnacle Health is allowing victims 
who come here to get quick access 
to drug treatment.  Pinnacle 
Health’s Harrisburg Hospital has 
seen more than 80 drug overdoses 
between January and June.  
Dauphin County caseworkers 
spearhead the treatment program, 
and they respond to overdose 
scenes in the emergency rooms 
24/7.  So far, the Dauphin County 
caseworkers who have responded 
here to the hospital have done 116 
assess-ments and 50 of those were 
referred to treatment. 

8/16/17 News 8 @ 
11P 

11:08:50P 
0:44 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

A growing number of scam calls 
appear to be coming from local 
numbers.  Scammers are spoofing 
live, working phone numbers, and if 
they randomly pick your number, it 
looks like you are making the calls!  
The spoofing of local calls has been 
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going on for a few years, but now it 
is happening more often. 

8/17/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:00:19P 
1:16 

National 
Security 

In Spain, in Barcelona’s Las 
Ramblas District, a busy tourist 
area, thirteen people are dead and 
at least 100 others were hurt after a 
terrorist drove a van onto a crowded 
sidewalk.  Police in Barcelona say 
this was an attack intended to kill as 
many people as possible.  So far, 
police have arrested two people but 
say neither is the driver.  ISIS has 
claimed responsibility.  In a 
statement, the group says the 
attack was in response to calls for 
its followers to target countries 
taking part in a coalition trying to 
drive ISIS from Syria and Iraq.  
Leaders from across the world are 
expressing their support for the 
Country and the victims.  President 
Trump has condemned the attack 
saying the U.S. will do whatever is 
necessary to help.       

8/18/17 News 8 @ 4P 4:23:19 
0:21 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

Scientists may have found a cure 
for the peanut allergy.  Research- 
ers tested a treatment that 
combines a probiotic with small 
daily doses of peanut protein on a 
group of children four years ago.  
After 18 months, more than 80% no 
longer showed the symptoms of a 
peanut allergy and most could eat 
peanuts without an allergic 
reaction. 

8/19/17 News 8 Today  
@ 8:30A 

8:41:56A 
2:44 

Conservation/ 
Environment 

A Susquehanna Valley disposal 
and recycling company wants you 
to reduce, reuse and recycle so 
they are taking to social media. 
Each year, around 950,000 tons of 
trash moves through the Lancaster 
County Solid Waste Management 
Authority.  Most of the time when 
people think about trash or waste, it 
no longer holds value for them.  The 
group's new social media campaign 
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is asking people use waste as a 
resource by recycling that trash.    

8/20/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A look at refugees in America, and 
the search for a better life can 
sometimes cost lives. In 2015, 
more than five thousand men, 
women and children died fleeing 
their home nations, running away 
from armed conflicts, hunger, and 
oppression. That search for a new 
home turns families into refugees. 
In total, the U.S. has resettled about 
three million refugees since 
Congress passed the Refugee Act 
of 1980, roughly the population of 
Chicago.  And, a discussion about 
fatherhood.  There is no training 
manual, but there are books.  Ben 
Watson shares his advice from his 
new book on fatherhood.   It is 
straight talk from this family man 
and father of five. 

8/21/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:06:10P 
1:20 

Conservation/ 
Environment 

People watched the eclipse happen 
from coast to coast.  A wow that 
began off the Oregon Coast.  A 
blazing start to the morning with the 
sun taking its place in this cosmic 
dance.  The moon slowly entering 
from stage right.  First a silver. Then 
a thumbnail inching between the 
sun and earth until cheers at 
totality.  The flare of the sun’s 
corona spilling over the edges of 
the moon.  On the ground, a 
glowing 360 degree sunset.  The 
breath-taking scene playing out 
over and over again the moon’s 
shadow racing along a 70-mile wide 
path from Oregon through South 
Carolina.  Then about two-and-a-
half minutes later, an explosion of 
light and it is over. 

8/22/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:24:40P 
3:09 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

Smart meters are coming to homes 
across the Susquehanna Valley, 
but one woman says no way.  It has 
been about four months since 
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breast cancer patient, Clarise Rey, 
refused the installation of an 
electric smart meter on her home.  
Now, she is receiving letters from 
Met Ed warning her that she could 
soon lose her electricity.  She is 
concerned about the health effects 
of smart meters, which use radio 
frequencies to communicate with 
your power company.  Thousands 
of people across the country have 
complained of headaches, nausea, 
sleeplessness, heart problems and 
other symptoms after a smart meter 
was installed.  But, Clarise and 
everyone else opposing a smart 
meter are facing an uphill battle in 
Pennsylvania.  Back in 2008, the 
state passed Act 129, which 
mandates that almost every home 
in the state have smart meters by 
the end of 2022.  In the end, 5.7 
million homes will have them and 
the law does not give you the option 
to refuse a smart meter.  The State 
Public Utility Commission says the 
radio frequency level of a smart 
meter is less than that of a cell 
phone or microwave oven.   The 
International Agency for Research 
on Cancer classifies radio 
frequency radiation as possibly 
carcinogenic to humans.  Still, it is 
not clear what risk, if any, there may 
be from living in a home with a 
smart meter.  According to the 
Public Utility Commission, about 
half of the 5.7 million meters have 
been installed statewide. 

8/23/17 News 8 @ 6A 6:52:24A 
0:31 

Economy Covering the State Capitol, The 
State budget is nearly two months 
late, and Governor Tom Wolf says 
he is running out of options to pay 
the State’s bills.  The Governor 
says some bills will go unpaid if 
there is no budget by September 
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15th, or the State will have to borrow 
more money.  He is not saying how 
much the State would have to ask 
for but says time is running out 
before the burden is placed on 
taxpayers.  The House is scheduled 
to return to Harrisburg on 
September 11th but could come 
back sooner if leadership calls for it. 

8/24/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:03:24P 
1:12 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

The investigation into credit card 
skimmers continues, and several 
State agencies have joined to help 
spot skimmers.  State officials say 
the Labor Day holiday weekend is 
when a lot of people will be traveling 
and possibly exposing their 
bankcards to skimming. Also, State 
Police are urging victims of 
skimmer crimes to report your loss 
to police, not just to your bank.      

8/25/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:23:08P 
3:02 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

This month, our State Of Addiction 
coverage continues to take a closer 
look at how the Opioid epidemic is 
affecting our schools.  Schools 
around the Susquehanna Valley 
are finding new ways to address the 
growing use of Opioids, and some 
districts are inviting the community 
to share their stories inside school 
walls. 
When the Adams County Heroin 
Awareness Task Force decided to 
hold a public meeting, leaders at 
Littlestown High School were happy 
to host. They felt it was important to 
be at the center of the conversation 
in their community.  Principal 
Matthew Meakin knows there has 
been more Heroin coming into this 
area, and he is hoping to learn more 
about the impact it is having. The 
Littlestown Task Force stated 
reaching out to the community 
through a school is significant so 
they can tap into the places and 
spaces people know most. 
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8/26/17 News 8 @ 
11P 

11:01:57P 
2:42 

Conservation/ 
Environment 

Hurricane Harvey remains stalled 
over the Texas Gulf Coast and has 
lost some strength, but it continues 
to pound parts of Texas with strong 
winds and torrential rain.  One-
hundred-and-thirty-mile-an-hour 
winds are chewing up and spitting 
out everything in their path, and 
rattling the nerves of those riding 
out the storm.  A massive search 
and rescue effort is underway but is 
limited by conditions across the 
region. 
Just like the effort to restore power 
to more than 300-thousand in the 
dark tonight.  Communities already 
soaked with more than a foot of 
rain, are now bracing for even 
more.  The second punch from 
Harvey is slow, deliberate, and 
perhaps the most dangerous. 

8/27/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A look at August 28th, a date 
memorialized in the Nation's 
journey toward equality.  On August 
28, 1955, a 14-year-old named 
Emmett Till was murdered in 
Mississippi by two white men.  They 
accused Till of making a sexual 
advance toward a white 
woman.   The two men were tried 
and found not guilty, though they 
later admitted to the murder in an 
article in LOOK Magazine.  Then, 
the story of Patrick Weems, a 
young Mississippian, who serves 
as the curator of the Emmett Till 
Interpretive Center.  Weems 
discusses importance of history as 
a basis for discussions on race.  On 
August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Leads the March on 
Washington.  The date, chosen to 
honor Emmett Till.  And, August 28, 
2008, then Senator Barack Obama 
accepts the Democratic Party 
nomination for the Presidency.  The 
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date chosen for historic 
significance.  We examine the links 
between these events and where 
we are today in the march toward 
equality.  Also, August 28, 2017, an 
anniversary date for the National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture.   In its first 
year, 1.2 million people have toured 
the museum, getting access to 
exhibits that include the stories of 
Rosa Park and the Tuskegee 
Airmen, tragedies like the death of 
Emmett Till, and musical history 
from jazz legends to Michael 
Jackson.   We interviewed Zena 
Howard, the woman architect who 
designed the staircase at the center 
of the museum.  Her design tells the 
story of a people rising.  Find out 
who inspired her to the profession, 
and what she hopes visitors are 
experiencing as they make their 
way through the extraordinary 
museum.  

8/28/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:35:55P 
0:22 

National  
Security 

A lawsuit filed today challenges a 
Presidential ban on transgender 
service members.  The ban began 
pm Friday, banning the pentagon 
from allowing transgender people 
to join the military.  Decisions on 
current service members will be 
made on an individual basis.  The 
ACLU claims the policy violates the 
equal protection rights of 
transgender service members. 

8/29/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:08:18P 
2:24 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

A change in how outstanding 
warrants are processed in 
Lancaster County means more 
wanted people are facing their 
charges.  In the year since County 
Sherriff’s took over warrants from 
Constables, they say the change  
Is saving taxpayer dollars. The 
savings are nearly  
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$1.2, 000,000,000 in revenue, 
which is double what it was before.  
It is saving fuel and time, and, there 
are printers in the cars to finish the 
process instantly.  

8/30/17 News 8 @ 
11P 

11:20:34P 
0:39 

Economy Even with gas prices rising because 
of Harvey, millions are expected to 
take a road trip over the Labor Day 
holiday.  The PA turnpike predicts 
3.5 million drivers will travel the toll 
road during the six-day holiday 
period, which starts tomorrow and 
goes through September 5th.  While 
that could lead to crowded roads, 
there is some good news.  The 
turnpike  
says construction sites should be 
cleared, and all lanes open for the 
holiday.  September 1st is expected  
to be the most heavily traveled day 
with about 750,000 vehicles on the 
turnpike that day alone.  There will 
be increased police patrols across 
Pennsylvania. 

8/31/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:11:59P 
3:09 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

This month, our State of Addiction 
coverage looks at how schools are 
responding to the opioid and heroin 
epidemic.  When it comes to 
dealing with the effects of the opioid 
crisis in schools, Guidance 
counselors are on the front lines. 
For one Susquehanna Valley 
counselor, Lori Casanova, can 
provide a unique viewpoint.  Opioid 
abuse has impacted her personally.  
She has a loved one who is facing 
addiction.  As a Guidance 
Counselor at Conestoga Valley 
High School, she has a heart for her 
community.  She knows they are 
facing a lot, especially when it 
comes to drug use.  She is 
dedicating herself to changing that.  
She is part of the school’s drug and 
alcohol committee, and stays on 
top of trends from high school down 
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to elementary.  She believes 
starting prevention efforts early is 
key.  Across the Country, one in 
every three families is impacted by 
addiction. 

9/1/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:00:19P 
2:11 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

In York, following a six-month 
investigation, eight men are facing 
a string of federal charges.  Police 
seized 29 pounds of Cocaine worth 
$1.2, 000,000 on the street.  Police 
also recovered large quantities of 
Heroin and Marijuana along with 
$355,000 in cash. 

9/2/17 News 8 @6P 7:05:23P 
1:04 

Economy The cost of gas is on the rise here 
and analysts blame Harvey.  
According to gas buddy.com, 
drivers are paying, on average 
$2.75 per gallon in both Harrisburg 
and Lancaster and $2.84 in York. 
That is because Harvey's flooding 
has knocked more than a dozen 
Gulf Coast oil refineries offline, and 
a major East Coast pipeline is shut 
down.  The Federal government is 
releasing a million barrels of oil, and 
experts say there is enough supply.  
However, it will likely cost you more 
to fill up over the next several 
weeks as production returns to 
normal. 

9/3/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A look back at a tumultuous time in 
American history.  Fifty years ago, 
the Summer of 1967, several 
African-American communities 
erupted in violence.  Whether you 
call them, riots, rebellions or civil 
unrest, it was an explosion of anger.  
A return visit to Detroit to take a 
snapshot of a city still recovering 
from the 1967 trauma.  A discussion 
with former Oklahoma Senator 
Fred Harris, the last surviving 
member of the Kerner Commission, 
appointed by President Lyndon 
Johnson to investigate why it 
happened and how to make sure it 
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never happens again. 

9/4/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:13:50P 
     2:32 

National 
Security 

A long road ahead for those who 
have been devastated by Harvey 
and now more than 50 
Pennsylvania National Guard 
troops are headed to Texas to help 
with recovery efforts.  They will be 
joining more than 150 already there 
taking the next steps toward their 
new mission.  This is a massive out-
of-state deployment, the likes of 
which has not happened since 
super storm Sandy five years ago.  
The Pennsylvania National Guard 
troops could be serving in Texas for 
a month or more. 

9/5/17 News 8 @  
     11P              

11:08:25P 
     2:31 

Education School districts across the 
Susquehanna Valley are being 
forced to turn students away 
because they do not meet new 
State immunization requirements.  
Students have five school days to 
either get their immunizations or get 
an appointment scheduled with 
their doctor or risk being excluded 
from class. 

9/6/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:07:12P 
1:30 

Government/ 
Politics 

A group of Lancaster County 
DREAMers protested in 
Washington after the Trump 
administration rescinded the 
program that allows them to work 
and go to school without fear of 
being deported.  Roger Avila-Vidal 
is a high school senior with dreams 
of going to college, but for Roger, 
this dream is complicated.   Five 
years ago, Roger became a 
Dreamer when President Obama 
signed DACA, a program that lets 
children brought here illegally work 
and go to school.  President Trump 
announced Tuesday he is 
rescinding that executive order. 
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He stated Congress has six months 
to legalize DACA, or he will revisit 
the issue. 

        9/7/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:08:18P 
0:58 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

News of a massive data breach 
involving one of the country's three 
major credit bureaus:  Equifax is 
one of the three major credit 
bureaus and it is saying that a 
cybersecurity incident could have 
potentially affected 143 million 
consumers in the U.S.  Equifax said 
it discovered the breach on Juy 29 
and just released the information 
today.  Leaked data includes 
names, birth dates, social security 
numbers, addresses and potentially 
driver’s licenses.  Also obtained 
were 209,000 credit card numbers.  
Equifax said it is now alerting 
customers whose information was 
included in the breach via mail, and 
is working with state and federal 
authorities.      

9/8/17                                   News 8 @ 6P 6:00:29P 
1:47 

Conservation/ 
Environment 

 

Florida's governor is warning 
residents that they only have hours 
left to evacuate, and Georgia’s 
governor has declared a state of 
emergency for more than half of the 
State.  Millions are in the path of 
Irma.  A storm so massive it could 
literally swallow the entire State.  
On its current path, Irma is 
expected to cross the Keys 
tomorrow night and make landfall 
near Miami Sunday morning. 

9/9/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:20:01P 
0:54 

National 
Security 

A U.S. Navy helicopter crew 
evacuated people from St. Thomas 
after hurricane Irma hit the island. 
The Navy sailors were some of  
the first to respond to the U.S. 
Virgin Islands in the wake of Irma.  
They flew injured storm victims to 
Saint Croix for additional care.  
Hurricane Irma battered a string of 
Caribbean Islands and left 23 dead 
on its way to Florida. 
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9/10/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A DREAMer goes to Congress.  
Now he will decide the fate of other 
people brought to the country by 
parents who are undocumented.  
Congressman Ruben Kihuen (D-
Nevada) to discuss President 
Trump's plan to end the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
Program, also called DACA.  The 
Trump White House is putting an 
expiration date on the legal 
protections granted to roughly 
800,000 people dubbed 
"DREAMers."  Freshman 
Congressman Jim Banks (R-
Indiana) and Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi (D-Illinois) are back 
from recess in their districts and 
ready to tackle the House 
legislative agenda.  They discuss 
their priorities and perspectives on 
the Russia probe, Health Care 
reform, North Korea, and what they 
think Congress can accomplish as 
it returns to work.  Then, Hurricane 
Irma hits the U.S. mainland just as 
Houston digs out from the 
heartbreak of Hurricane Harvey.  
Steve Ellis, Vice President of the 
non-partisan watchdog group 
Taxpayers for Common Sense, sits 
down with Soledad for a 
conversation about the Flood 
Insurance Program that is under 
water by more than $25 billion 
dollars.  Plus, remember the 
Pennsylvania nuns who built an 
outdoor chapel on land they own to 
stop a natural gas pipeline?  They 
knew it was a long shot.  Now, a 
court ruling on their case proves to 
be a mixed blessing.  And, finally, 
heroic pilots flying into the eye of 
the storm.  The NOAA pilots who 
help warn millions of people in the 
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path of potential danger from 
extreme storms.   

9/11/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:42:38P 
3:24 

Economy The economic impact of this 
hurricane season is already being 
felt, as applications for un-
employment benefits have spiked 
in the wake of hurricane Harvey.  
But, with Irma continuing to affect 
millions of Americans, how will the 
economies of the states and 
territories hit by these storms fare?  
The price tag for both hurricanes, 
Harvey and Irma, could reach the 
hundreds of billions.  Their 
economic impact is already being 
felt.  Back to back  hurricanes have 
left parts of the U.S. ravaged.  After 
Harvey interrupted the industry, 
drivers have been paying more for 
gas.  Experts say refineries are 
coming back online, and prices 
should start coming down. 

9/12/17 News 8 @ 4P 4:25:22P 
2:35 

General Health/ 
Wellness 

Many people are allergic to 
peanuts, shellfish or gluten.  But did 
you know you can be allergic to red 
meat and you can develop that 
allergy from a tick bite.  Actually, the 
allergic reaction is caused by a 
sugar in meat known as alpha-gal. 
The Lone Star tick gets its name 
from the roughly Texas-shaped 
white dot on its back.  The tick was 
once found only in the Eastern and 
Southeastern U.S. but it has begun 
showing up in places like Missouri, 
Minnesota, and even the Eastern 
tip of Long Island.  There is no 
known cure for the alpha-gal 
allergy.  The only course of action 
for those who suffer from it is cutting 
red meat out of their diet. 
To prevent tick bites, the CDC 
recommends using an insect 
repellent that contains 20% or more 
deet. 
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9/13/17 News 8 @ 6A 6:06:42A 
0:50 

Government/ 
Politics 

In Washington, President Trump 
had another meeting with 
Democrats and Republicans.  It is 
the third day in a row he has 
brought both sides together to talk 
tax reform.  Democrats say they 
want incentives for companies that 
keep jobs in the U.S. and penalties 
for those that do not.  They also 
want policies that support families 
and simple tax code without adding 
to the nation’s debt.  Mean-while, 
Republicans are working on their 
own tax plan.      

9/13/17 Matter of Fact Special/State 
of Addiction 

1:00 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

Governor Tom Wolf and his 
administration have made fighting 
the Opioid epidemic a top priority.            
The Department of Health 
designated 45 treatment centers as 
centers of excellence, expanding 
services and tracking best practices 
so that the most successful 
treatment programs can be 
repeated.  And, this year’s State 
spending plan expands Naloxone 
funding by $10,000,000 so first 
responders can afford the lifesaving 
medicine, and millions in federal 
dollars is being used to expand 
access to treatment services, 
especially for people with no 
insurance.  In April, WGAL held a 
town hall meeting to discuss and 
what we learned is that while it is a 
tough road for people suffering from 
addiction. Recovery is possible.  A 
year ago this month, The York 
County prison started a program to 
help its inmates struggling with 
Opioid addiction. 
Inmates approved for the program 
would get an injection of Vivitrol 
before they are released.  Vivitrol 
costs about a thousand dollars a 
dose.  The maker of the drug is 
providing the first dose for each 
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York County inmate for free, and 
then Medicaid often picks up the tab 
for rest of the yearlong treatment.    
How did drugs used to treat pain 
become an addiction that so many 
are struggling to overcome and 
sometimes lead to illegal drugs like 
Heroin.  It started with changes in 
the way pain-relieving prescription 
drugs were prescribed by doctors. 
Police have new tools not just to 
find hidden drugs, but also to prove 
who delivered them.  Experts say 
prevention is key and that starts 
with have a conversation with our 
children or loved ones about drugs.  
The Opioid crisis is the top public 
health crisis facing Pennsylvania.  
State Auditor General, Eugenge 
DePasquale is releasing audit 
results of state agencies leading 
the fight against the Opioid crisis. 

9/14/17 News 8 @ 4P 4:05:49P 
1:02 

Economy The State budget is still not 
complete two and a half months 
after the deadline.  That is even 
though lawmakers took another 
major vote in the prices late last 
night.  The Governor has said the 
General Assembly must finalize the 
budget by Friday or the State will 
not be able to pay its bills.  The 
house plan includes no tax 
increases, unlike the plan the 
Senate passed last month.  The 
house plan gets the majority of 
funding from selling off portions of 
the State's tobacco settlement fund 
and taking nearly $600,000,000 
from existing State accounts.  That 
plan has received sharp criticism 
from governor wolf who says it 
would negatively impact things like 
public transportation and recycling 
programs.  The plan now heads 
back to the Senate where they are 
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expected to work on a response to 
the plan on Monday. 

9/15/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:17:49P 
2:42 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

An alarming study was just 
released this morning on the 
number of young people addicted 
to powerful painkillers.  Doctors are 
calling it a pediatric public health 
crisis.  Researchers at the 
University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children's Hospital say that 
nationwide 135 young people test 
positive for an opioid addiction 
every day and that is because those 
Opioid addictions are only found 
when kids and teens are taken to 
the emergency room for other 
issues and doctors screen them for 
drugs.  The majority of young 
patients in the University of Iowa 
study were college age, but some 
were as young as 8 years old.  They 
will need specialized treatment. 

9/16/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:23:47P 
0:22 

Economy Mortgage rates are at their lowest 
level of the year.  Freddie Mac says 
the rate on 30-year, fixed-rate 
mortgage is 3.78%.  That is the 
same as last week but down 
sharply from 4.3% in March.  The 
rate on 15-year, fixed-rate home 
loans, which are popular with 
homeowners looking to refinance 
remained at 3.08%. 

9/17/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

A case headed to the Supreme 
Court, sending shock waves across 
the country.  The issue:  Is it 
constitutional for political parties in 
control of state legislatures to draw 
voting maps that give their own 
parties an overwhelming advantage 
in elections?  Meet the unlikely 
political pair that wants redistricting 
taken out of the state houses 
across the nation.  Plus, a look at 
the history of Fake News.  It is five 
hundred years long, according to 
bestselling author, Kurt Anderson, 
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who joins Soledad for a 
conversation about his book, 
"Fantasyland," our post-truth 
world.   And, the Opioid crisis in 
America.  Why did it take so long to 
see it?   Then, could a single pair of 
glasses solve the learning gap in 
our schools?  Is this the simple 
solution to a problem plaguing 
schools all across the 
nation?  Finally, the heroes among 
us.  Millions are overwhelmed with 
the challenges of rebuilding their 
homes, businesses, and lives in the 
aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma.   

9/18/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:09:59P 
0:37 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

Four Boston College students are 
recovering from an acid attack last 
night at a train station in Marseille, 
France.  They were treated for 
burns and released from a French 
hospital.  The students were all 
identified as 19-year-old women, 
but their hometowns have not been 
released.  Boston College says 
they were in France as part of an 
overseas program.  French police 
say a 41-year-old woman with a 
history of mental illness was 
arrested, and the attack is not being 
investigated as terrorism. 

9/19/17 News 8 @ 6A 6:05:14A 
0:39 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

State Police are adding drug take-
back boxes to barracks.  The 
agency recently installed 65 boxes 
at stations around the State.  There 
is one in every county in the 
Susquehanna Valley.  That was the 
goal of the State Police.  Only two 
counties in the state do not have 
them.  When you have leftover 
prescriptions in your bathroom or 
sitting in a closet, you are a target, 
and your drugs are at risk for 
misuse.  Bag them up and taken 
them to a box.  The State Police 
containers are open 24/7. 
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9/20/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:09:22P 
0:36 

Economy Due to Pennsylvania's overdue 
budget, Standard and Poor’s, 
commonly known as S&P, today 
lowered Pennsylvania’s credit 
rating.     Governor Wolf and 
lawmakers had warned this would 
happen with the budget nearly 3-
months overdue.  The governor 
released a statement saying, “If an 
agreement has not progressed by 
next week, I will be forced to take 
further steps to manage this 
situation."  The Governor has 
already held back payment on 
some State bills saying the 
Treasury cannot make payments 
unless it knows how the State will 
be funded.  A downgrade in credit 
means it will cost the state more to 
borrow money. 

9/21/17 News 8 @ 10 10:23:05P 
2:22 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

We continue our yearlong 
investigation into the Opioid 
epidemic called State of Addiction. 
This month, we are looking at 
recovery and the challenges facing 
people with addictions.  Drug 
addiction is considered a chronic 
disease and like other chronic 
diseases, many people in treatment 
relapse.  Also, more on why 
recovering addicts often resort to 
doing drugs.  Coverage continues 
at WGAL.com under the State of 
Addiction section where several 
people have shared their recovery 
stories. 

9/22/17 News 8 @ 6A 6:22:21A 
2:26 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

With the latest on the Equifax data 
breach, more people are finding out 
they are affected by it after taking a 
closer look at their personal 
information.  One man thinks he is 
already seeing an impact on his 
finances.  What 
Bruce Kolesar found upset him.  He 
notices his credit score had 
dropped for no reason at all.  His 
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bank advised him to contact the 
credit bureau, Experian.  They 
pulled his credit report and found 
out there were two credit card 
accounts opened in New York with 
credit lines totally $15,000 
generated in July and August from 
two different banks.  He did not 
open the accounts or make any 
purchases.  Now he is in the 
process of obtaining his credit 
report, filing an identity theft report 
to police and disputing the credit 
card accounts. 

9/23/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:18:55P 
4:31 

National 
Security 

Two World War II veterans, Boyd 
and Ralph Henderson, are being 
honored for their service.  They 
are both now 99-years-old, and by 
the way, they are twin brothers.  
Even if they now live far apart, at a 
combined birthday party, dozens of 
family members paid tribute to the 
two decorated soldiers.  Their 
military service started shortly after 
marriage, both leaving behind their 
young wives.  While at first they 
trained together, they were soon 
separated.  They later reunited after 
a difficult battle in Rome against the 
Germans, Boyd earning the Purple 
Heart.  Honored to be American, 
the     Henderson’s say they do not 
really consider themselves heroes. 

9/24/17 Matter of Fact 11:00A 
30 Minutes 

Government/ 
Politics 

The GOP pins its hopes for repeal 
and replacement of Obamacare on 
a bill that would put states in charge 
of designing their own health care 
systems.  What happens to the 
mandated coverage provisions, 
protections for pre-existing 
conditions, and premium 
costs?   How will the insurance 
marketplace change?  What is the 
impact on consumers, depending 
on where they live?  Plus, you are 
probably one of the 143 million 
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American consumers whose 
sensitive personal information was 
exposed in a data breach at 
Equifax.  Between May and July of 
2017, hackers got hold of people's 
names, social security numbers, 
birth dates, addresses, and in some 
instances, driver's license 
numbers.  The breach raises 
crucial questions about how to 
protect consumer data collected by 
third parties.  And, with the 
Supreme Court about to hear the 
Wisconsin case on partisan 
gerrymandering, we get a preview 
of the opening arguments.   Then, 
should visitor logs for the White 
House, Mara Lago, and Trump 
Tower be made public?  Are we 
entitled to know who is meeting with 
the President?  Why several ethics 
advocates say transparency would 
help eliminate questions about 
conflict of interest, especially for a 
President with diverse business 
holdings.   

9/25/17 News 8 @ 6A 6:35:17A 
0:27 

Economy This morning, gas prices are 
coming back down after hurricane 
Harvey sent them soaring.  The 
National average for a gallon of gas 
is now $2.62 according to the 
Lundberg survey.  That is down 
more than $.07 in the last two 
weeks.  Lundberg believes prices 
will drop up to $.12 more as long as 
crude oil prices hold steady.  
According to gasbuddy.com, 
drivers are currently paying at least 
$2.59 in Harrisburg, $2.63 in York, 
and $2.65 in Lancaster. 

9/26/17 News 8 @ 5P 5:06:19P 
0:59 

Healthcare & 
Reform 

Senate Republicans are giving up 
on their effort to repeal and replace 
the Affordable Care Act for now.  
Republicans are pulling the 
Graham-Cassidy Bill dealing 
another blow to the President's 
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promise to repeal and replace 
Obamacare.  Following a closed-
door lunch with Vice-President 
Pence, the leaders announced they 
are scrapping their latest plan 
because they do not have the votes 
to pass it.  Republican Senators 
Susan Collins, John McCain, Rand 
Paul, and Ted Cruz joined 
Democrats in opposing the 
legislation.  Democrats claiming 
victory while some Republicans are 
not giving in. 

9/27/17 News 8 @ 
10P 

10:09:34P 
2:38 

Government/ 
Politics 

In Washington, Congressional 
Republicans and the President 
have unveiled their new plan for tax 
reform.  It is something they say 
would cut middle class taxes and 
bring back jobs, but not everyone 
agrees.  Meanwhile, Democrats 
say this is just a gift bag for the 
wealthy warning Republicans if 
they try to do it alone, it will fail just 
like healthcare. 

9/28/17 News 8 @ 
Noon 

12:02:51P 
1:04 

General Crime/ 
Civilian Safety 

A report of credit card fraud at a 
Walmart led to a police chase and 
homicide arrest in Cumberland 
County.  In-store loss-prevention 
alerted police that three men were 
running at least a dozen credit 
cards to buy gift cards, a red flag for 
fraud.  When they left the store, 
police were waiting but they drove 
through the grass to get away and 
took off and ending up crashing into 
a pole in a neighborhood down the 
street.  Police caught one of the 
men, who turned out was wanted 
for homicide by vehicle in 
Baltimore.  Police are still looking 
for the other two men involved.  
Lower Allen police say they 
recovered the credits cards they 
believe were used at the store and 
there was fraudulent or stolen credit 
card information on them. 



44 

 

9/29/17 News 8 @ 4P 4:30:43P 
0:27 

National 
Security 

The United States is ordering more 
than half of its Havana Embassy 
personnel to leave Cuba and is 
urging American travelers not to 
visit the Country.  The decision 
comes after a number of 
mysterious health attacks that have 
caused brain damage and hearing 
loss to U.S. Diplomats in Havana.  
The U.S. is halting visa processing 
in Cuba indefinitely until Cuba can 
assure the U.S. that its Diplomats 
are safe. 

9/30/17 News 8 @ 6P 6:01:39P 
:21 

Substance 
Abuse, 

Treatment and 
Awareness 

An Ephrata man and woman now 
face criminal charges in connection 
to a heroin and fentanyl overdose 
death.  Police accuse 36-year-old 
Jason Enright and 40-year-old Amy 
Blackburn of delivering the drugs to 
a 30-year-old Ephrata man who 
died. 

 


