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Act One -- "Phenoms - The Hitters": This week’s TWIB is about the 2008 phenoms in baseball. TWIB defined phenom as a young player who explodes on the scene 

to make big plays and to perform at an unexpected level. Several young players were cited.  

       TWIB initially showed some of baseball's most exciting young hitters. Tampa Bay's Evan Longoria (age 22) makes the game look easy. Baltimore's outfielder Nick 
Markakis (age 24) is a "five tool" player. Boston's Dustin Pedroia (age 25) is a prototypical example because he is a young man who earned respect right from the 

beginning. In Milwaukee, a power hitting phenom emerged in Prince Fielder (age 22), and the very confident outfielder Ryan Braun (age 24). One of the best is the 

Florida Marlins’ Hanley Ramirez, who has continued the rich tradition of Dominican shortstops.  
Educational theme: A prodigy, marvel, or a wonder is a person having extraordinary talent or ability, who has done wonderful or marvelous things.  

Educational theme: Self-confidence is an important component of sports psychology. Athletes must be sure about themselves and their ability. It is a significant part of 

the evaluation process. 
Educational theme: Recognition is earned through superior performance, regardless of age or longevity. The acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by 

public awareness. 

 

Act Two --"Phenoms - The Pitchers": There are young wonders on the mound this year, too. The New York Yankees Joba Chamberlain (age 22) made the seamless 

transition from reliever to the starting rotation. The Philadelphia Phillies have an NL All-Star in Cole Hamels (age 24). The league leading Tampa Bay Rays have a 

dominant pitching staff that is led by Scott Kazmir (age 24), who is already a five year veteran. Atlanta's legendary lineage of great pitchers continues with the 
emergence of the hard throwing Jair Jurrjens (age 22). In San Francisco, there is Tim Lincecum (age 24), who has posted an outstanding 15-3 record. Finally, Kansas 

City's reliever Joakim Soria (age 24) is highlighted as a "four pitch" type closing pitcher.  

Educational theme: These protégées have inspirational stories. Inspiration is a critical step in creative activity. It is a productive component of motivation that leads to 

originality and expressiveness. 

Educational theme: Recognition is earned through superior performance, regardless of age or longevity. The acknowledgement is meant to show appreciation by 

public awareness. 

 

Act Three -- "Aquafina": The TWIBIA Question is who is the youngest pitcher since 1900 to win 30 games in a season? The answer is Smokey Joe Wood, who won 
34 games in 1912 at the age of 22.  

       Each generation has its own young crop of great players. TWIB cited some of the best from preceding generations. Albert Pujols of the St. Louis Cardinals earned 

the 2001 NL Rookie of the Year Award and in 2005 the NL Most Valuable Player honor. Alex Rodriguez (now a Yankee) hit .358 for the Seattle Mariners in 1996 to 
win the AL batting title. It is the highest batting average for an AL right handed hitter since Jimmie Foxx and Joe DiMaggio. "Joltin Joe" DiMaggio hit a record 75 

home runs in his first two seasons. In Boston at age 20, Ted Williams set a rookie record with 145 runs batted in. Ted went on to win two Triple Crowns by leading the 

league in RBI, home runs and batting average. At age 17, the Cleveland Indians rookie phenom "Rapid Robert" Bob Feller threw 100 MPH, and struck out 15 in his 
first MLB start. The 1981 season featured the LA Dodgers' pitching sensation, Fernando Valenzuela. He ignited "Fernando Mania" as he went on to become the first 

rookie ever to win the Cy Young Award and NL Rookie of the Year. In 1985, Dwight Gooden of the New York Mets led the league in wins, strikeouts, and earned run 

average.     
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both 

fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 

Educational theme: Paying honor to the past is necessary for seeing the future. History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of achievement and 
evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest. Landmark performances are informal ways to evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account 

collected, written, and preserved for future generations. 

Educational theme: Teaches can use this plethora of baseball statistics as an opportunity, particularly the study of mathematics and arithmetic. 
Educational theme: These athletes are icons who are recognized as enduring symbols of achievements. They are respected and held in high esteem by aficionados. 

This is earned by achievement, accomplishment and approach. 

 

Act Four -- "Baseball is...": This week, baseball is helping to find a cure for cancer. MLB Commissioner "Bud" Selig announced a "... terrific new initiative designed 

to accelerate promising cancer research." MLB calls it "Stand Up To Cancer." MLB will donate over $10,000,000, while all 30 clubs will provide public service 

announcements that will give fans the chance to donate to the cause. Donations of $5 can be made by text messaging  S-T-A-N-D to 40202 
       Jon Lester is both a pitching phenom and a cancer survivor with a remarkable story. When the Boston Red Sox prodigy heard the word "cancer," he believed he 

was going to die. But after being diagnosed with lymphoma his doctors aggressively treated the disease. By spring training 2007, his cancer was in remission. After 

some rehab starts in the minors, Jon came back to earn the win versus Cleveland in his first start in a year with his parents in attendance. Jon excelled in Game 4 of the 
World Series to help the Red Sox win the championship. He was cancer free and a World Champion. Earlier this season, Lester pitched a no-hitter over the Kansas City 

Royals to etch his name in the record book. 

Educational theme: Giving back to the community through community service activities or fund raising programs for medical research are important to the life of the 
health of a community and its cultural aspirations. 

Educational theme: Charity is a benevolent act to help the needy without any expectation for reward. It is an act of love and a wonderful example of character. 

Educational theme: This is an inspirational story of survival and achievement. It sends a message to the cancer community and the survivors.  
Educational theme: Health educators can utilize this to study various types of cancer and the treatments. Lymphoma is a tumor arising from any of the cellular 

elements of the lymph nodes. 

 

Act Five -- "How 'bout that!": This featured some amazing plays and misplays of the week set to the music of Metallica from their upcoming release, "Death Magic." 

TWIB's candid microphones captured player’s comments about their musical likes and dislikes. Many outstanding defensive plays requiring maximum effort and 

creativity were shown, including several close plays at home plate.  
Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed 

play enhances the appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 
easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


