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Act One -- "Yankee Stadium": This is the final season for Yankee Stadium, because a new Yankee Stadium is under construction just across the street. 

         So this is TWIB's last look at the most famous sport venue in the world. The place is called a baseball cathedral. It is the end of an era. Various phrases and 

adjectives were used to describe why it will live on in the minds of baseball fans. Words such as, "magical, winning, championships, spirit and the ghosts" were used to 

explain the historical building. Yankee players' first impressions of the stadium were "larger than life," ... "a dream come true." This is an emotional weekend for 

generations of Yankee fans and players with their memories, traditions and cherished moments to remember. Finally, the sound of the great Frank Sinatra singing the 
classic song "New York, New York," filled the airways.  

Educational theme: Much of the history of MLB has passed through Yankee Stadium. It is the most celebrated sports venue in the Western hemisphere. It presents the 

perfect opportunity to study the history of baseball and sports in America.  
Educational theme: Aura is an intangible that surrounds a person, place or thing. Mystique elevates an aura to a heightened value of meaning of possessing a special 

power. Through these expectations and self-confidence are raised to enhance performance. 

Educational theme:  Traditions are elements of a culture passed down from generation to generation, usually by oral communication. In this case, winning is more than 
a habit. It is an expectation.  

Educational theme: Anthems are songs of praise, devotion and loyalty to honor an institution, such as a city and the baseball team associated with it.  

Act Two --"Building the New Yankee Stadium": From 1913 to 1922, the Yankees played in the Polo Grounds. They shared the ball park with the New York Giants. 
When the Yankees acquired Babe Ruth, he became the biggest name in the city. This was unacceptable for the Giants. So the Yankees were asked to leave the Polo 

Grounds. In need of a ball park of their own, they decided to build something special -- fantastic, unique, large, and very grand, so Osburn Sports Architecture was hired 

to create the concept. Built in less than a year, it was an engineering marvel and one of the first ball parks ever to be called a stadium.  It had three tiers of seating near 
the field with a majestic facade to top it off.  

       Opening day was the quintessential New York event with 74,000 fans and Babe Ruth hitting a three-run home run. Ruth excelled with an MVP season in the new 

home, which was christened with a new name ... "The House That Ruth Built." 

       In their first 40 years the Yankees would win 20 titles. Then in the 1970's, owner George Steinbrenner called for a renovation of the stadium and the team. 

Steinbrenner has done that by consistently putting the best team on the field. 

      Current Yankee star Alex Rodriguez toured the new stadium which is just across the street. The stadium attempts to capture the aura and mystique of the old 
stadium. The entrance reflects 1922. It is 500,000 sq. ft. larger. Home plate and the backstop are 20 feet closer to the seating. Monument Park is moved back to 

centerfield. It is topped off with a grand facade. A-Rod called it "the nicest stadium I have ever seen in my life."  
Educational theme: Baseball is a business. It is a commercial endeavor to provide players, employees and customers with the most affordable service and products.  

Educational theme: The glory and romance are preserved in the chronicles of landmark performances, because history is written by the winners.  

Educational theme: True leaders always try to be first and credit their success to the team.   Leadership sees the need, envisions the plan and empowers the team for 
action. The leader has the self-confidence to make the difficult decisions and the compassion to let others accomplish it. Champions are made from something deep 

inside them -- a dream, a desire, and a vision. 

Educational theme: Athletic facilities are designed to create an atmosphere for fans and competitors. These monuments filled with passion are part of a community's 
culture. 

Act Three -- "Celebrated Events": The answer to the TWIBIA question is Mickey Mantle, who hit the most home runs in the history of Yankee Stadium. Mickey hit 

266 of his 536 home runs in "The House That Ruth Built." 
        Yankee Stadium is a window into the history of baseball. Some people call it the "Home of Champions," because of the many celebrated players and events that 

were played there. Because of the awesome power of Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris and Alex Rodriguez, it is associated with home run hitting.  

But eight of the milestone moments at Yankee Stadium were made by Yankees pitchers – no-hitters. In addition, three perfect games have been thrown by Yankees at 
the stadium beginning with Don Larsen in the 1956 World Series. Larsen first threw a perfect game as a high school student-athlete at Point Loma in San Diego. Years 

later, David Wells also pitched a perfect game for Point Loma and later, for the Yankees. One year later on a special day for Yogi Berra, the man who caught Larsen's 

perfect game, and with both Yogi and Larsen in attendance, David Cone pitched the third perfect game. Cone needed only 88 pitches to accomplish the feat. After the 
game, Cone recalled seeing Berra's uniform number 8 painted on the field. He pondered the mysticism of the 88 pitches and the number.  

       TWIB's Call of the Week is about Carlos Zambrano of the Chicago Cubs pitching a no-hitter against Houston in Milwaukee. Carlos struck out 10 on the way to 

pitching the 13th no-hitter in Cubs history.  (Due to the devastation of Hurricane Ike, the game was moved from Houston to Milwaukee.)   
Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however it is an important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both 

fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball. 

Educational theme: Milestone performances are important events in the history of baseball, especially a player's career.   
Educational theme: Recalling landmark events is an informal way to evaluate performance, activity, and achievement. It is an account of history collected, written, and 

preserved for future generations. 

Educational theme: Magic is a mysterious quality of enchantment filled with rituals, spells and charms. But this story is not about luck or magic because one can tell 
the difference by its duration. Winning is the residue of design.  

 

Act Four -- "Baseball is...": Baseball Is featured a look at the eerily supernatural aspect of Yankee Stadium. There is an aura and a mystique about the place that leads 
to the expectation that something special is going to happen. Furthermore, there is a feeling the stadium produces winners. The truth is found in the thirty-seven 

pennants and 26 World Series championships it has played host to. Fans and players have witnessed and chronicled these unforgettable moments. Moments such as the 

Chris Chambliss AL pennant winning home run in 1976 --- Reggie Jackson's 3 home runs in Game Six of the 1977 World Series -- and the 1977 and 1978 World Series 
titles. Jackson commented that it made him  "... feel part of the Yankee family." 

       Two decades later, Yankee Stadium played host to an incredible run of World Series Championships in 1996, '98, '99 and 2000. With the advent of the new 

millennium the aura took on mystic proportions starting with Game Four of the 2001 World Series and culminating with the Scott Brosius home run. Then it happened 
again in 2003 with Aaron Boone's AL pennant winning home run. 

     The Big League Blast was, as they say in Cleveland, "Wahoo what a finish!" In the bottom of the ninth inning, Victor Martinez hit a three-run walk-off home run to 

beat the Minnesota Twins. 
Educational theme: Landmark performances are those that mark a turning point in history. They are athletic accomplishments with historic significance that are 

marked for preservation by aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme: Families are to teach, provide and protect their members. The journey to greatness is embraced and taught by the family.   
Educational theme: Recalling major accomplishments gives fans a greater appreciation of winning and championship achievements. 

 

Act Five -- "How 'bout that!": The best plays of the week were set to the music of Hollywood Dead from their album, "Swan Song." On the field action was shown 
featuring tremendous diving catches, bare-handed catches, fence crashing catches, and numerous home runs. Several notable performances were cited. Francisco 

Rodriguez of the LA Angels of Anaheim established the single season save record. Carlos Zambrano pitched the 13th no-hitter in Chicago Cubs history. Derek Jeter of 

the Yankees set the all-time hit record for Yankee Stadium. Several awkward actions, misplays and a game losing balk were also shown. 
Educational theme: Documenting landmark performances is the history of the present. But if you lose sight of the past, you lose sight of the future. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed 

play enhances the appreciation of baseball. 
Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more 

easily duplicated and performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


