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Act One – “The Greatest Bloopers”: Baseball and fireworks are Fourth of July traditions.  So are bloopers on “This Week in Baseball”.  So to celebrate the Fourth, 

TWIB searched the archives to find their favorite bloopers. This is a spectacular collection of hilarious misplays, miscommunication and unusual errors.  This classic 

collection includes misjudged fly balls, slipping and sliding players, full speed painful collisions, falling fans and perhaps “the worst base running in the history of the 

game.” This is a wonderful look at the human and humorous side of baseball. 

Educational theme: To err is human, so don’t take yourself too seriously.  

Educational theme: These were particularly excellent examples of the effort and reckless abandonment necessary to compete at the elite level of sport. 

Educational theme: Overcoming failure is a necessary part of competitive athletics. The study of baseball bloopers and misplays is necessary if we are not to repeat 

the mistakes of the past. 

 

Act Two – “Bugs and Bloops”: On occasion, various animals have accidentally interfered with the game by treading onto the diamond where they wreak havoc. Brief 

snippets included disorder caused by squirrels, skunks and cats.   Bees, moths, dragonflies and gnats also caused game delays with unwelcome visits. Mother Nature 

provided rain, wind and snow to create other complicated situations. Nevertheless, the professionalism of the players permitted them to deal with any adverse situation 

that they encountered. 

       TWIB promoted the “Rookie of the Month Award” for June. Fans were asked to vote to select baseball’s best rookie. Several MLB rookies were cited for 

excellence, such as slugger Jay Bruce of the Cincinnati Reds and the Tampa Bay Rays’ young sensation, Evan Longoria. 

Educational theme: Mental toughness can be defined as to how one deals with adversity. Your behavior is your choice.  

Educational theme: Voting is a fundamental right of citizenship. Children expressing the choice of a favorite athlete may learn that their vote counts in determining 

the elected winner. This may carry over to adulthood. 

 

Act Three – “Clutch”: The answer to the TWIBIA question is Ted Williams, who drove in 145 runs in 1939 – the most ever by a rookie in the Major Leagues.  

       TWIB presented the “Clutch Performer of the Month Award” for June, where fans are invited to select the most consistent player in MLB that month. Nothing is 

more exciting than when a player consistently delivers when the game is on the line – that is “clutch.” The nominees for the month of June are Chicago Cubs cleanup 

hitter Aramis Ramierez, New York Yankees’ slugger Jason Giambi, Jose Guillen of the Kansas City Royals, power hitting Marcus Thames of the Detroit Tigers, 

starting pitcher Dan Haren of the Arizona Diamondbacks, and the Los Angeles Angels big right handed pitcher John Lackey.  

Educational theme: Trivia describes seemingly insignificant and superfluous events; however, it is an important aspect of baseball lore, legend and tradition. For both 

fans and players alike, trivia is an important source of fun and interest in the American institution of baseball.  

Educational theme: Opportunity to play at the top level of sport only comes to a selected few. The desire to prepare to succeed in advance is more important than the 

wish to succeed. When the moment presents itself, you must be well prepared, for this is when preparation meets opportunity.  

Educational theme: Clutch performances are examples of opportunities to prove oneself. Winners never quit and quitters never win.  

Educational theme: Voting is a fundamental right of citizenship. Children expressing the choice of a favorite athlete may learn that their vote counts in determining 

the elected winner. This may carry over to adulthood. 

 

Act Four – “Baseball is …”: Baseball is Americana, like Yankee Stadium on the Fourth of July in 1939 when Lou Gerhig made his unforgettable speech.  Gehrig was 

considered a ferocious hitter, the perfect player, a faithful husband and a loyal teammate. Lou had a lifetime .340 batting average and nearly 2000 RBI and was 

nicknamed “The Iron Horse,” because he played 2130 consecutive games at first base.  

       Gehrig was diagnosed with ALS a disease that would come to bear his name. On July 4th, the Yankees held an emotional day in Lou’s honor, when the pride of the 

Yankees reluctantly and without notes, stepped to the microphone and gave the speech that has become regarded as “Baseball’s Gettysburg Address.” Lou died two 

years later, but will always be remembered for his baseball legacy, his eloquence and his gentlemanly class.  

Educational theme: Amyotropic Lateral Sclerosis is a rare form of progressive peripheral nerve disorder that leads to muscular weakening, spasticity and eventually 

death. 

Educational theme: The complete athlete is one who is physically, socially, mentally, emotionally and spiritually healthy. These are the people who become the iconic 

figures of legend because they are respected for their achievement, accomplishment and approach to life.  

Educational theme: Landmark events in a career are informal ways to evaluate performance activity and achievement. It is an account of athletic history collected, 

recorded, written and preserved for future generations.  

 

Act Five - “How „bout that!  TWIB concluded their salute to baseball and the Fourth of July with the music of Eric Hutchinson from his album, “Sounds Like This,” 

by showing the greatest plays of all time. This is a collection of spectacularly acrobatic leaping, diving and elegant defensive plays. There are bare handed catches, 

home run robbing catches at the fence, over-the-shoulder catches, and a high leaping double play. There is a rare and creative pitcher to third baseman to first baseman 

put out. With the baseball stuck in the glove, both ball and glove were thrown to first base to get the out.  The only offensive manuever was an evasive leap over the 

catcher to score a run. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well executed 

play enhances the appreciation of baseball.  

Educational theme: Once the student has carefully observed the necessary effort and bio-mechanics of premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily 

copied and performed by the learner.  Then the student is on the way to become physically educated. 


