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FACE THE NATION 

 

02/01/09 1) Topics include: revelation regarding former Senator Tom Daschle‟s (D-SD) unpaid 

taxes and its possible affect on his confirmation as Secretary of Health and Human 

Services; the economic stimulus package / its chances of passing in the Senate / 

recommended changes to the bill, focusing on the housing crisis and tax relief; 

nomination of Senator Judd Gregg (R-NH) as Secretary of Commerce / impact on balance 

of power in the Senate 

2) Topics include: opinion regarding the status of former Senator Tom Daschle‟s 

nomination due to the divulgence of his unpaid taxes / reaction to Senator McConnell‟s 

concerns regarding the economic stimulus package / support and breakdown of the 

stimulus bill, focusing on the housing problem and an increase for infrastructure spending 

/ view concerning republican support of the bill / the question of tax cuts 

3) Topics include: changes needed in order for the stimulus bill to pass the Senate / need 

to focus on addressing the housing problem and tax cuts for the lower and middle class; 

prospects for Tom Daschle‟s confirmation 

Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Minority Leader (1); Senator Charles 

Schumer (D-NY), Vice Chairman, Democratic Conference (2); David Brooks, Columnist, 

The New York Times (3) 

 

02/08/09 1) Topics include: reasons behind his opposition to President Barack Obama‟s economic 

recovery plan / the need for a stimulus package, but not this one and one that is more 

bipartisan / criticism regarding the exclusion of Republicans from the at-the-beginning 

discussions and negotiations regarding this package 

2) Topics include: importance of the economic recovery package to the United States / 

opinion regarding Republican opposition to this plan / current state of the American 

economy and how failing to boost the economy will deepen the crisis / need to address the 

housing crisis / optimism regarding the conference committee‟s ability to negotiate the 

differences between the House of Representatives and Senate 

3) Topics include: the importance of the stimulus package and President Obama‟s 

commitment to seeing it through / speculation regarding Secretary of the Treasury 

Timothy Geithner‟s upcoming announcement on how to use the remaining TARP money 

more effectively / proposed aid to homeowners facing foreclosure on their homes / 

President Obama‟s commitment to transparency and full accounting / support from 

economists regarding President Obama‟s plans for the economy / the catastrophic effects 

should the economic recovery plan fail to pass 

Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ) (1); Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND) (2); Christina 

Romer, Chair, Council of Economic Advisors (3) 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

02/15/09 1) Topics include: passing of President Barack Obama‟s economic stimulus package by 

both the House and Senate / when and how America will begin to see the effects of this 

legislation / hope that this stimulus plan will curb the rising unemployment rate / 

President Obama‟s commitment to continue to reach out to Republicans / provision in the 

stimulus package putting a cap on wages and bonuses for the executives of big financial 

institutions receiving financial bailouts / President Obama‟s desire to strike the right 

balance concerning the regulation of salaries and bonuses; Senator Judd Gregg‟s (R-NH) 

decision not to accept the nomination for Secretary of Commerce 

2) Topics include: support for the provision limiting executive compensation; reaction to 

the criticism of Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner‟s presentation on how to use the 

remaining TARP money as being too broad / implications of allowing insolvent banks to 

fail / belief that the $50 billion mentioned by Treasury Secretary Geithner for foreclosure 

relief will be insufficient 

Guests: Robert Gibbs, White House Press Secretary (1); Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), 

Ranking Member, Senate Banking Committee (2); Representative Barney Frank (D-MA), 

Chairman, House Financial Services Committee (2) 

 

02/22/09 1) Topics include: support for President Barack Obama‟s recently announced housing 

bailout plan / explanation of the three phases of the plan: money to help keep mortgage 

rates low, refinancing opportunities for homeowners current on their mortgages but at risk 

due to declining housing values in their neighborhoods, and a modification plan for those 

homeowners at risk of foreclosure / estimation as to how many foreclosures can be 

forestalled with this plan 

2) Topics include: current economic conditions and crises being faced in New Jersey, 

Indiana, and Ohio / support for accepting the stimulus cash as outlined in President 

Obama‟s economic recovery plan and how each state will use those resources / reaction to 

the decision made by a few Republican governors not to accept any of the stimulus cash 

Guests: Shaun Donovan, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (1); Governor 

John Corzine (D-NJ) (2); Governor Mitch Daniels (R-IN) (2); Governor Ted Strickland 

(D-OH) (2) 
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60 MINUTES 

 

02/01/09 PREEMPTED for the CBS News special CBS REPORTS: “The Road to the White 

House” 

 

02/08/09 “Saving Flight 1549" - a three-part report on the incredible water landing in the Hudson 

River on January 15, 2009 of a U.S. Air flight which saved the lives of all 155 people 

aboard.  Part I is an interview with Hero pilot Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger.  Part 

II is an interview with Captain Sullenberger and his crew, and with his wife.  Part III 

consists of coverage of a reunion between the passengers and the crew, as well as 

additional remarks from Captain Sullenberger and his family.  Part I: (C: Katie Couric - 

P: Tanya Simon, Michael Radutzky, Lori Beecher) Part II: (C: Katie Couric - P: Michael 

Radutzky, Lori Beecher, Jenny Dubin)  Part III: (C: Katie Couric - P: Tanya Simon, Lori 

Beecher, Andrew Metz)  DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Coldplay” - a profile of the British rock group, Coldplay, who provide a rare look 

inside their world, which includes a candid interview with frontman and singer Chris 

Martin.  Also interviewed: guitarist Jonny Buckland, bass player Guy Berryman and 

drummer Will Champion.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: John Hamlin) 

 

02/15/09 “Buy American” - a report on the “buy American” clause included in the economic 

stimulus package passed by Congress this week.  Fought hard for by the steel industry, it 

mandates that any infrastructure project paid for with stimulus dollars must use steel made 

in the USA and not cheaper imports.  American businesses that export overseas now 

worry foreign governments will retaliate and keep U.S. products out of their market, thus 

hurting their business.  Interviewed: Dan Dimicco, CEO of Nucor, the United States‟ 

biggest steel maker; Doug Jellison, Nucor plant manager; cold saw operator Jeremy 

Davis; and Jim Owens, CEO of Caterpillar.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“World of Trouble” - Paul Bishop was a mortgage salesman at the San Francisco branch 

of World Savings of California, the United States‟ second largest savings and loan.  In an 

interview, he recounts how - three years before the housing market crash - he warned his 

superiors that many of the mortgages they were granting were misleading and predatory.  

This practice contributed to the eventual self-destruction of the mortgage industry, setting 

off an economic collapse that ruined the finances of millions of Americans.  Also 

interviewed: Betty Townes, financially ruined after being sold a series of World Savings 

mortgages she couldn‟t afford; Maeve-Elyse Brown, lawyer for a non-profit group 

working to save homeowners from foreclosure; and Bob Simpson, whose company, 

IMARC, investigates failed mortgages.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Graham Messick) 

“War In Pakistan” - a report on the conflicts in Pakistan, featuring an interview with 

President Asif Ali Zardari.  The Muslim nation, whose support is critical to the U.S. 

mission in Afghanistan, is not only broke and embroiled in another crisis with its arch 

enemy India, it's also now at war with Muslim extremists trying to destroy the 

government.  This growing insurgency, run by the Taliban and al Qaeda, is threatening 

the stability of a key U.S. ally that is believed to have as many as a hundred nuclear 

weapons.  Also interviewed: General Tariq Khan, commander of Pakistan‟s forces in the 

tribal territories; Bruce Riedel, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institute, who has spent 

thirty years as a CIA analyst and has advised President Barack Obama on the situation in 

Pakistan; and Khalid Khawaja, former Pakistani intelligence officer and friend of Osama 

bin Laden.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Draggan Mihailovich) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Is Stumped By The Headlines” - Andy tries to decipher 

financial headlines 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

02/22/09 “The Drinking Age” - an examination of the debate over lowering the legal drinking age 

from 21 to 18, a controversial idea embraced by some and roundly criticized by groups 

such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD).  Includes interviews with: John 

McCardell, former president of Middlebury College in Vermont, who started the 

movement dedicated to lowering the drinking age back to 18; Mark Beckner, Chief of 

Police, Boulder, Colorado; Leslie and Michael Lanahan, mother and stepfather of 

University of Colorado freshman Gordie Bailey, who died of alcohol poisoning when he 

underwent a Chi Psi fraternity initiation; and Chuck Hurley, Executive Director of 

MADD.  (C: Leslie Stahl - P: Ruth Streeter) 

“Kidnapped in Basra” - a report on the war in Iraq, featuring an interview with CBS 

News producer/cameraman Richard Butler, who was kidnapped in Basra in 2008.  At that 

time, the southern city was in total chaos, at the mercy of warring Shiite factions -- many 

of whom were taking their orders from Iran and Hezbollah.  In one of the first major 

Iraqi-led military missions since the United States invasion, Iraqi troops, along with their 

U.S. counterparts, invaded the city, took control, and rescued Butler, leading to an 

understanding that the new Iraqi government could successfully combat the militias.  Also 

includes an interview with Colonel Peter Mansoor, former executive officer to America‟s 

top commander in Iraq.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Peter Klein) 

“The Mascot” - an interview/profile of Alex Kurzem, who at the age of six watched his 

family being shot by the Nazis.  Born Elia Solomonovich Kalperin in Koidanov, 

Belorussia, he decided to flee into the forest the morning his Jewish family was to be 

exterminated and survived there for months, before being captured by Nazi soldiers, who 

not knowing he was Jewish, made him the youngest corporal in the Nazi army.  After the 

war, he migrated to Australia, married and had his own family, but did not reveal his true 

identity -- a secret he kept for more than fifty years.  Though unable to remember his true 

identity, with help from his son, he was able to rediscover his past, the fate of his family, 

and meet a half-brother he didn‟t even know existed.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Robert G. 

Anderson) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Presidents: Best To Worst” - Andy takes a look at a new list of 

the best and worst presidents 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

02/07/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “An Invisible Enemy” - a follow-up to “An Invisible Enemy” 

(OAD: 12/08/07).  In January 2007, Cynthia Sommer was convicted of murdering her 

Marine Sgt. husband Todd in February 2002 with a lethal dose of arsenic.  But ten months 

after her conviction, she was granted a new trial because of questions about the validity of 

the lab tests that found arsenic in some of Todd Sommer‟s tissue samples but not in 

others.  His tissue samples were now sent to another lab to be tested for arsenic -- and 

none was found.  Because of this, the prosecution concluded that there was a reasonable 

doubt; murder charges against Cynthia Sommer were dropped, and the case was 

dismissed.  However, Todd Sommer‟s death is still officially listed as a homicide, and the 

court left open the possibility that Cynthia Sommer could be charged again.  Interviewed 

are: Cynthia Sommer; Jan Lippert, Cynthia‟s mother; Allen Bloom, Cynthia Sommer‟s 

new defense attorney; Mark Ridley, Naval Criminal Investigative Service special agent; 

Rob Terwilliger, a second NCIS special agent; Bonnie Dumanis, San Diego District 

Attorney; Dr. Lee Cantrell, toxicologist; Dr. Glenn Wagner, medical examiner; Eva 

Stoner, military police officer; Al Poklis, arsenic expert.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: 

Marcelena Spencer, Gayane Keshishyan) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

02/14/09 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “The Year We Disappeared” - On August 31, 1979, 

John Busby, a Falmouth, Massachusetts police officer, was ambushed in his car by a 

gunman in a passing car who shot him point blank in the face with a shotgun.  Although 

brutally wounded, Busby was able to write a note for police at the scene that said “Not an 

accident. Mel Reine.” Melvin Reine, a convicted arsonist and suspected murderer of three 

people, was a local thug whose brother, John Reine, had been arrested by John Busby.  

For undetermined reasons, Melvin Reine had long intimidated the Falmouth police, and 

the attempted murder of John Busby was not aggressively investigated.  Fearing for their 

safety, the Busby family moved to an undisclosed location in Tennessee.  Twenty-four 

years after the shooting, in 2003, John Reine confessed to the police that his brother 

Melvin had indeed shot John Busby while he, Melvin, drove the car. However, because of 

the statute of limitations, the Reines will remain unpunished.  Melvin is now 

institutionalized, in a state of dementia.  John Busby and his daughter Cylin have written a 

memoir together, entitled “The Year We Disappeared”.  Includes narration by John 

Busby; Cylin Busby, his daughter; Kellie Collier-Driscoll, his niece; Polly Busby, his 

wife; Rick Smith, Falmouth police officer.  (Producers: Chuck Stevenson, Liza Finley, 

Katherine Davis, Chris Young) 

 

02/21/09 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “River’s Edge” - On January 8, 2000, college students 

Danielle Keener and Dan Zapp were on a date, walking along a river‟s edge outside York, 

Pennsylvania, when they were kidnapped at gunpoint by a man in a pick-up truck.  The 

gunman put Dan in the back of the truck with his Rottweiler dog; he put Danielle in the 

passenger seat, where he then raped her.  Afterwards, he then put them both out of the 

truck, and ordered them to walk down towards the river.  From behind, he then shot them 

both in the face.  Feigning death, they floated down the river, out of the gunman‟s view.  

They were soon picked up by a hunter, Pete Prowell, who was able to contact the police 

and get them to a hospital.  Dan -- on a respirator and unable to speak -- wrote on a 

notepad what he remembered of the gunman and gave the police the clues they needed to 

find him.  Police then tracked down and arrested William Babner for the crime.  Six 

months after the shooting, Babner went on trial; he was convicted and sentenced to one-

hundred and seventeen and a half to two-hundred and thirty five years in prison.  Includes 

narration by Danielle Keener; Dan Zapp; Pete Prowell, the couple‟s rescuer; Brent 

Keener, Danielle‟s father; Elizabeth Martin, Danielle‟s college roommate; Dr. John 

Hankle, attending physician, York Hospital; Detective Doug Demangone, York police; 

Police Chief Darryl Albright; Police Captain Roland Camacho; Ed Paskey, York County 

Prosecutor.  (Producers: Katherine Davis, Michael McHugh, Alan Miller, Kevin Hayes) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

02/28/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Secret Life Of Paige Birgfeld” (9:00-10:00p) - A 

report on the June 28, 2007 disappearance of Paige Birgfeld, twice-divorced mother of 

three and a resident of Grand Junction, Colorado and the subsequent double-life 

uncovered by investigators following her disappearance. Following her 2006 divorce, 

Paige became the primary caregiver to her children and was described as such a devoted 

mother that the Mesa County Sheriff‟s Department was convinced she would never have 

left on her own accord.  As friends and family searched for her; her car was found 

abandoned and on fire in an empty lot.  Her first husband, Ron Beigler became the focus 

of the investigation, when it was learned that the two had been on a date the day of her 

disappearance, but Paige‟s friends and family were far more suspicious of the children‟s 

father, Rob Dixon, as she had a troubled history with him.  After a thorough inquiry, both 

men had solid alibis.  As the investigation continued, it was discovered that Paige was 

also known as Carrie, a high-priced escort.  Her family suspected she had money issues.  

Investigators then began to believe Paige was murdered by one of her clients. Using her 

cell phone records, police began carefully looking at all of her clients and eventually 

honed in on one man, Lester Ralph Jones, an ex-con who had served time for kidnapping 

and assault.  Authorities searched his home, but will not discuss what evidence they 

uncovered.  Search dogs led investigators from Paige‟s car to an RV shop where Jones 

worked as a mechanic.  Although authorities have zeroed in on Lester Ralph Jones, no 

charges have been filed and he denies any involvement.  The lack of a body, coupled with 

Paige‟s secret life, have made it that much harder to prove anything beyond a reasonable 

doubt.  Her friends and family continue their search.  (C: Harold Dow - P: Loen Kelley, 

Sara Ely Hulse, Ira Sutow) (OAD: 06/10/08 as 48 HOURS VANISHED: “The Secret Life 

Of Paige Birgfeld”; Includes brief updated text graphic at the conclusion.) 

 

02/28/09 48 HOURS: LIVE TO TELL: “Black Wave” (10:00-11:00p) - In June 2005, John and 

Jean Silverwood of San Diego, California, along with their four children, were sailing 

around the world in their 55-foot catamaran when they struck a hidden reef.  A massive 

wave then forced the 2,500 pound mast to fall on John Silverwood, pinning him to the 

deck and cutting right through his leg.  Through the resourcefulness of his son, Ben, and 

his wife, Jean, John‟s blood loss was stopped, and the family was moved to a coral ledge 

about a hundred feet away from the boat.  The signal from their emergency beacon, held 

by son Jack, enabled the Coast Guard Station in Alameda, California, to pinpoint their 

location - approximately 350 nautical miles west of Tahiti Papeete. They were finally 

rescued and John was transported to the hospital in Tahiti.  Although his leg had to be 

amputated, John‟s life was saved.  Includes individual narrations by Jean and John 

Silverwood and their children: Ben, Amelia, Camille and Jack; Ernie Delli Gatti of Coast 

Guard Search and Rescue.  (Producers: Chuck Stevenson, Chris Young, Gregory F. 

McLaughlin, Doreen Schechter, Joan Adelman) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIALS 

 

02/01/09 CBS REPORTS: “The Road to the White House” - a retrospective chronological 

review of Barack Obama‟s road to the presidency, incorporating never-before-seen 

footage along with video excerpts of previously aired 60 MINUTES segments, and 

unified with an original audio narrative by correspondent Steve Kroft, who was also the 

correspondent for all excerpted segments.  Included are: (1) “The Road to the White 

House” (First Steps) - a look back at why 60 MINUTES chose to profile Barack Obama, 

a then-rising political phenomenon, who planned to announce his candidacy for the 

presidency on 02/10/07 (P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky, Tom Anderson). (2) 

“The Road to the White House” (The Primaries) - after an enthusiastic beginning, 

Obama‟s campaign hit a wall, and on the eve of the primaries, he trailed Hillary Clinton 

by nearly 20 points. He learned to be a great candidate, and in Iowa, his organization 

outmaneuvered the Clinton campaign and achieved victory, shattering Senator Clinton‟s 

aura of inevitability. (P: L. Franklin Devine, Jennifer MacDonald). (3) “The Road to the 

White House” (Victory) - Obama went to the Democratic convention assured of the 

nomination and made history as the first African-American presidential nominee of a 

major political party. In the campaign, he was locked in a dead-heat with Republican rival 

John McCain, and eventually achieved an historic victory on election night, appearing 

that night to a cheering crowd in Chicago‟s Grant Park (no producers listed). (4) “The 

Road to the White House” (Looking Ahead) - after Obama‟s victory, he remained out of 

sight, getting briefings and conferring with his transition team. His first post-election 

interview was conducted by Steve Kroft, 12 days after the election, and included his wife, 

Michelle Obama . (P: L. Franklin Devine, Michael Radutzky).  Excerpts were taken from 

the following previously aired segments: “Barack Obama” (OAD: 02/11/07);  “Obama 

„08" (OAD: 02/10/08);  “Ohio” (OAD: 03/02/08);  “Obama -Biden „08" (OAD: 

08/31/08);  “The Candidates - Obama „08" (OAD: 09/21/08);  “The Inner Circle” (OAD: 

11/09/08);  “The Next First Family” (OAD: 11/16/08). (OAD: 12/28/08 on 60 

MINUTES) 

 

02/24/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “A Presidential Address To Congress” - live 

coverage of President Barack Obama‟s first address to a joint session of Congress since 

he took office.  Includes: (1) President Obama‟s address; (2) The Republican response by 

Gov. Bobby Jindal (R-LA); and (3) Commentary by CBS News personnel, including 

results of a CBS News / Knowledge Networks poll of 500 Americans who watched the 

President‟s address and then responded to poll questions online. CBS News 

Correspondents: Katie Couric (anchor, Washington studio); Bob Schieffer; Chip Reid 

(White House); Nancy Cordes (Capitol Hill); Anthony Mason; Jeff Greenfield (Los 

Angeles).  CBS News Political Analyst: Dan Bartlett. 
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